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LUCKNOW : (AGENCY)

The Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) has intensified its
preparations for the 2027
Uttar Pradesh Assembly
elections. An important
meeting of the party's state
executive committee is
scheduled to be held in
Lucknow on October 30
and 31 to put the organiza-
tion into election mode and
fine-tune its strategy for
Mission 2027. According to
sources here on
Wednesday, union Home
Minister and senior BJP
leader Amit Shah is expect-
ed to arrive in Lucknow on
October 30. He is likely to
attend the state executive
committee meeting and
address senior party lead-
ers, office-bearers, and
workers. The meeting will
focus extensively on prepa-
rations for the upcoming
Assembly elections.

Discussions are likely to
centre on strengthening the
organization down to the
booth level, increasing
worker engagement, and
ensuring the effective
implementation of the
party's election strategy on
the ground. The BJP leader-
ship is seeking to fully acti-

vate the organization well
in advance of the Assembly
elections. As part of this
effort, party leaders and
workers may be assigned
specific targets and respon-
sibilities related to election
preparations. The meeting
is also expected to review
the prevailing political situ-
ation in the state, assess the
government's performance,
and discuss the party's pri-
orities for the upcoming
elections. Amit Shah's likely
visit to Lucknow is being
viewed in the context of the
BJP's preparations for the
2027 elections. His address
is expected to focus on
strengthening the organiza-
tion, enhancing the role of
party workers, and outlin-
ing the party's strategy.  for
Mission 2027. The state
executive committee meet-
ing is considered significant
for the BJP as it seeks to
accelerate.

According to sources
here on Wednesday,
union Home Minister
and senior BJP leader
Amit Shah is expected
to arrive in Lucknow
on October 30. 

VIJAY KUMAR. OPEN SEARCH

CHANDIGARH. Haryana
Chief Minister Sh. Nayab
Singh Saini said that water-
works and boosting stations
are being constructed and
pipelines laid to ensure the
availability of adequate clean
drinking water to the peo-
ple of the State. In addition,
the floors of all waterworks
and boosting stations are
being laid with reinforced
cement concrete (RCC) to
prevent water leakage.

The Chief Minister was
chairing a meeting of the
High Powered Purchase
Committee and the High
Powered Works Purchase
Committee in Chandigarh
on Wednesday.

Education Minister Sh.
Mahipal Dhanda,
Agriculture and Farmers’
Welfare Minister Sh. Shyam
Singh Rana, Public Health
Minister Sh. Ranbir Gangwa
and Irrigation Minister Smt.
Shruti Choudhry were also
present at the meeting.

The Chief Minister
approved the execution of
13 works of the Public
Health Department, esti-
mated at approximately Rs
419.34 crore, for Rs 399.85
crore, resulting in savings of
Rs 19.49 crore. These
include sewer line cleaning
works using CIPP technolo-

gy. This latest technology
eliminates the need to exca-
vate sewer lines and
enables repairs to be car-
ried out from within an
operational line. In Rohtak
city, spiral lining and RCC
works on the major sewer
line from Gandhi Nagar to
Main Jhajjar Road will be
undertaken at a cost of Rs
15.90 crore, while repairs
and renovation of other
damaged sewer lines will be
carried out at a cost of Rs

17.25 crore. Similarly, Rs 16
crore will be spent on RCC
works for the sewer line in
Singhpura and Rs 15 crore
on repairing the sewer line
at Sukhpura Chowk,
Rohtak. In Shahzadpur,
Ambala, sewer lines will be
laid, a 3 MLD sewage treat-
ment plant (STP) construct-
ed, and drinking water
pipeline and other works
undertaken at a cost of Rs
48 crore. Similarly, sewer
line rehabilitation and lay-
ing works will be carried
out in Jagadhri city at a cost
of Rs 24 crore. In addition,
Rs 42.50 crore will be spent
on constructing a canal for
the canal-based water-
works, a 2 MLD STP and
other works in Dhanori. In
the meeting, approval was
also given for an expendi-
ture of Rs 31.50 crore for
laying RCC on the floor of
the main waterworks.

The Chief Minister was

chairing a meeting of

the High Powered

Purchase Committee

and the High Powered

Works Purchase

Committee in

Chandigarh on

Wednesday.

BJP gears up for Mission 2027,
Amit Shah likely to visit
Lucknow on October 30

Rs 399.85 cr approved for
Public Health Department
works : Chief Minister Saini

NEW DELHI : (AGENCY)

A Special Executive
Magistrate in Delhi has
ordered the release of
Cockroach Janta Party (CJP)
leaders Saurav Das and
Ashutosh Ranka, who have
been in judicial custody
since October 14 for enter-
ing and waving national
flags at Jantar Mantar, which
has been denotified as a des-
ignated protest site.  Ranka
and Das, who are
spokespersons for the CJP,
scaled the locked gates of
Jantar Mantar on October
13 and waved national flags
to protest the denotification.
This act, the prosecution
said, was in breach of a
peace bond they had signed
after being detained on
October 10. 

The spokespersons
were produced before the
Special Executive
Magistrate on October 14
and initially sent to judicial
custody for five days. The
custody was extended by
two days on Monday. 

The CJP, which was
founded by Abhijeet Dipke,
had alleged that proceed-
ings were deliberately being
delayed to prevent the
release of the two leaders
and approached the Delhi
High Court against the
order extending their cus-

tody.
The high court heard

the petition earlier on
Wednesday and highlighted
the "breach of bond". It also
referred to countries like

France, though it did not
take any names, where
protests have turned violent.

"You are at the forefront
(of the protest). When you
break barricades, there are

chances that more people
may follow. There might be
persons who may not be
under your control," the
court pointed out, adding,
"We have seen it happen

outside our country. What
started as student protests
turned into something with
arson and burning of build-
ings."

The bench also asked
how old Ranka and Das
were and, when told that
they were 27 and 31, noted
that they were not Gen Z. It
also questioned the causes
of their protests. The CJP
had agitated against paper
leaks, including the NEET
leak, in June and July and is
now demanding the resig-
nation of Chief Election
Commissioner Gyanesh
Kumar over his alleged uni-
lateral manner of function-
ing and irregularities in the
Special Intensive Revision
of voter rolls.

"How old are millenni-
als? It (the earlier agitation)
was a student protest, and
children were there, but
now it is another cause.
People remain the same, but
the cause has changed," it
remarked. During the hear-
ing before the magistrate,
the Delhi Police sought
three more days of judicial
custody for the spokesper-
sons and both sides were
heard before the order was
reserved. After 6 pm, the
magistrate ordered their
release, stating that their
sureties/peace bonds had
been accepted. 

RAIPUR. OPEN SEARCH

Chief Minister Shri Vishnu
Deo Sai inaugurated the
first regional workshop on
the Urban Challenge Fund
(UCF) and Urban Invest
Window (UiWIN) at
Mayfair Lake Resort in
Nava Raipur on Wednesday.
The workshop was jointly
organised by the Housing
and Urban Development
Corporation (HUDCO) and
the Urban Administration
and Development
Department, Government
of Chhattisgarh.

Addressing the work-
shop, the Chief Minister
said that cities have a cru-
cial role in building a devel-
oped India and a developed
Chhattisgarh. Cities are not
merely centres of housing
and civic amenities; they
are also major centres of
economic activity, industry,
trade, employment and

innovation. He emphasised
that the development of
Chhattisgarh’s cities must
therefore be planned, inclu-
sive, sustainable and finan-
cially viable, taking into
account the requirements
of the coming decades
rather than being limited to
present needs. Chief
Minister Shri Sai said that
under the leadership of
Prime Minister Shri

Narendra Modi, urban
development in the country
has gained a fresh perspec-
tive and new momentum.
Innovative initiatives such
as the Urban Challenge
Fund offer a major oppor-
tunity to make cities mod-
ern, well-equipped, eco-
nomically strong and self-
reliant. He said that
Chhattisgarh’s urban local
bodies must make the best

possible use of this oppor-
tunity by preparing quality
projects that improve citi-
zens’ lives while strength-
ening urban economies.

During the workshop,
two important MoU were
signed to support urban
development, improve the
management of financial
resources and strengthen
the technical and institu-
tional capacities of urban

local bodies in the state. The
first MoU was signed
between HUDCO and the
Urban Administration and
Development Department,
Government of
Chhattisgarh, and the sec-
ond between the Urban
Administration and
Development Department
and CEPT University.
Describing the agreements
as important initiatives for
urban development in the
state, Chief Minister Shri Sai
said they would help urban
local bodies improve devel-
opment project planning,

mobilise financial
resources, access technical
expertise, receive training
and build institutional
capacity. This would accel-
erate the preparation and
effective implementation of
quality projects suited to
the actual needs of cities.

He said that strong
partnerships among expert
institutions, financial insti-
tutions and the government
are the need of the hour in
urban development. Such
institutional cooperation
would play an important
role in preparing
Chhattisgarh’s cities to
meet future requirements.
Chief Minister Shri Sai said
that Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi has
resolved to make India a
developed nation by 2047.
In line with this goal, the
Chhattisgarh Government
has prepared a vision docu-
ment.

Urban Challenge Fund to Accelerate Planned
Development of Chhattisgarh’s Cities : CM Sai

SC asks SEC to decide
on extending nomi-
nation deadline in
affected places
VIJAYAWADA : (AGENCY) The Supreme
Court on Wednesday intervened in the
ongoing municipal election process in
Andhra Pradesh following allegations that
violence, intimidation and obstruction pre-
vented opposition candidates from filing
nominations, and directed the State
Election Commission (SEC) to consider
extending the nomination deadline wher-
ever candidates were unable to file their
papers due to law-and-order problems. A
special bench comprising Justice Joymalya
Bagchi and Justice V. Mohana directed the
Andhra Pradesh State Election Commission
to examine representations submitted by
the opposition YSR Congress Party and its
candidates, along with supporting docu-
mentary and electronic evidence, including
video clips, and take a decision by October
22. The court clarified that wherever the
SEC decides to extend the deadline, candi-
dates must be given an additional 48 hours
from the publication of the decision to file
their nominations. The relevant election
notification should also be amended
accordingly. The bench directed the SEC to
defer publication of the final list of contest-
ing candidates.

NEW DELHI : (AGENCY)

The President of India, Smt
Droupadi Murmu presented Lalit
Kala Akademi awards to selected
artists of the 65th National
Exhibition of Art in New Delhi
today (October 21, 2026). She
also felicitated Grand Prize win-
ners and Honourable Mentions
of the 3rd Print Biennale India,
2026.

Speaking on the occasion, the
President said that this award
presentation ceremony is a cele-
bration of India’s artistic her-
itage, cultural diversity, and con-
temporary creativity. Through
this event, we are celebrating the
rich tradition of India’s diverse
arts, its creative energy, and its
ever-evolving artistic expres-
sions.

The President said that art is
not limited to paintings on a can-
vas, sculptures carved from
stone, or works created through
various other mediums. Art is a
reflection of our culture. It reflects

the memories, experiences of the
present, and aspirations for the
future. Art enables us to perceive
and understand our times and
society from a fresh perspective.

She emphasised the need to
equip traditional artists in
remote areas with training in
new technologies and contempo-
rary art techniques, enabling
them to showcase their skills and
participate in competitions on a
wider platform.

The President said that in
today’s world, artists require not
only creative opportunities but
also financial support, access to a
broader market, and connections
with art collectors. She was
happy to note that the Lalit Kala
Akademi and the Ministry of
Culture are making efforts to
encourage the sale of artworks.
The President said that art
should not be confined to art gal-
leries. It should reach schools,
universities, public spaces.

, and broader segments of
society. She urged all stakehold-
ers to provide ample opportuni-
ties to young and emerging
artists to develop their talent,
explore new mediums, and
expand their creative potential.

CHENNAI. (AGENCY) 

Renowned master jeweller
and craftsman Vummidi
Ethiraj, who was widely cel-
ebrated for crafting the his-
toric Sengol (ceremonial
sceptre) presented to
India's first Prime Minister,
Jawaharlal Nehru, in 1947,
passed away here at the age
of 99 due to old age, with
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Vice President
C.P.Radhakrishnan and
Tamil Nadu Governor
R.V.Arlekar condoling his
death. His wife Sumitra
Vummidi predeceased him.
He was survived by three
sons Vijaya Bharathi, Uday
Kumar Vummidi and
Vijayendren Vummidi,
grand children and great
grand children. His family
said "with deep sorrow, we
inform you of the sad
demise of our beloved Shri

Vummidi Ethiraj Garu on
21st October 2026. We
request all family members
to gather at our residence
today to participate in his
final rites and bid him a
final farewell. May we come
together to honour his life,
cherish his memories, and
pray for his peaceful
onward journey". His last
rites were performed this
evening. A senior member
of the iconic Vummidi
Bangaru Jewellers family in
Chennai, he helped create
the gold-plated, silver
Sengol that symbolized the
transfer of power.

President Murmu Presents
Lalit Kala Akademi Awards

Speaking on the occasion,
the President said that
this award presentation
ceremony is a celebration
of India’s artistic her-
itage, cultural diversity,
and contemporary cre-
ativity. 

Two Important MoUs
Signed to Support
Urban Development;
Urban Local Bodies
to Receive Financial,
Technical and
Capacity-Building
Support

The Delhi High Court on
Wednesday questioned a
plea filed by Cockroach
Janata Party (CJP) leaders
Saurav Das and Ashutosh
Ranka, observing that they
had allegedly breached a
bond to maintain peace just
a day after furnishing it.
Justice Subramonium
Prasad, addressing their
counsel Abhik Chimni,
observed that the bond fur-
nished on October 10 had
allegedly been breached
the following day, October

11. The judge said the High
Court examines the deci-
sion-making process rather
than the decision itself,
unless the decision is so
perverse that it “shocks
the conscience”. The
court also asked whether
the authorities were enti-
tled to demand stricter
proof when the two had
allegedly breached the
peace bond for a second
time by trespassing at
Jantar Mantar and waving
a flag.

Bond fur-
nished on Oct
10, breached
next day':
Delhi HC ques-
tions CJP lead-
ers Das,
Ranka

Delhi court orders release of CJP
leaders Saurav Das, Ashutosh

PM mourns Sengol
craftsman Vummidi

Ethiraj, recalls his contri-
bution to India’s heritage
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Haryana’s Energy,
Transport and Labour
Minister, Sh. Anil Vij said
that education helps shape
an individual’s personality
and that young people must
preserve their cultural val-
ues while embracing mod-
ern technology. He empha-
sized that India is a young
nation, and its youth pos-
sess immense energy and
potential. This energy must
be channelled into construc-
tive activities so that young
people can make a mean-
ingful contribution to the
nation’s development.

Sh. Vij was speaking as
the Chief Guest at the 49th
Youth Festival, organised by
the Department of Youth
and Cultural Affairs,
Kurukshetra University, at
Gandhi Memorial National
(GMN) College, Ambala
Cantonment. On the occa-
sion, he announced a grant
of ?31 lakh from his discre-
tionary fund to support the
college’s activities.

The Energy Minister
appreciated the initiatives
and activities undertaken by
the GMN College
Management Committee.
He also commended
Kurukshetra University’s
Department of Youth and

Cultural Affairs for provid-
ing students with a valuable
platform to showcase their
talents. He noted that the
festival encourages partici-
pants to express themselves
through singing, dancing,
poetry, theatre and per-
formances conveying
meaningful social mes-
sages.

He said that students
must have put in consider-
able effort and practice to
prepare for their perform-
ances. The desire to excel
inspires individuals to over-
come challenges with deter-
mination and enthusiasm.
Every person possesses

some talent, and the key is to
recognise and develop it.
“Success is a combination of
two things: ability and
opportunity,” he said, adding
that the youth festival pro-
vides students with the
opportunity to demonstrate
their abilities and prove
their potential through
their performances.

Sh. Vij said that compe-
tition is an integral part of
life, and consistent practice
is essential for achieving
excellence. Repeated prac-
tice not only refines an indi-
vidual’s artistic skills but
also strengthens personali-
ty and encourages personal

growth. Explaining the
importance of dedication
and concentration, he said
that an artist’s ability to cre-
ate an outstanding sculpture
is the result of talent and
sustained practice. Similarly,
a poet’s ability to compose
an exceptional poem stems
from concentration and
thoughtful effort.

He said that the students
performing at the festival
would be able to showcase
their abilities because of
their dedication and
focused preparation.
“Concentration is an invalu-
able asset in life. When we
think with focus and clarity,

we can find solutions even
to the most difficult chal-
lenges,” he asserted.

The Energy Minister
stressed that winning or
losing should not be the sole
measure of success in any
competition. What matters
most is participation, the
experience gained and the
determination to improve.
He advised those who win
not to become arrogant and
urged those who lose never
to give up. Drawing an
example from the King
Brothers, he explained that
a setback in a competition
should be viewed as a chal-
lenge that motivates an indi-
vidual to work harder. With
perseverance and regular
practice, defeat can eventu-
ally be transformed into vic-
tory. He reiterated that edu-
cation does more than
impart knowledge; it helps
develop character and
makes individuals responsi-
ble citizens. India’s young
population is a tremendous
asset, and young people
must use their abilities pos-
itively to contribute to
nation-building.

Highlighting Haryana’s
achievements, Sh. Vij said
the state is recognised for its
sporting talent, the courage
of its soldiers serving at the
nation’s borders and the

determination of its people
to transform barren land
into productive agricultural
fields.

He said that when
young people are provided
with opportunities in differ-
ent fields, their potential can
be channelled towards
extraordinary achieve-
ments. Whether on the plat-
form of a youth festival or
on the fields of cricket, foot-
ball, hockey, badminton and
other disciplines, young
people have the power to
achieve great things. “The
energy of our youth is the
nation’s greatest power-
house,” he said, adding that
this strength can help the
country overcome even the
most formidable challenges.
The objective should be to
ensure that young people
use their energy for positive
purposes and contribute to
the progress and prosperity
of the nation.

Sh. Vij emphasised the
importance of preserving
India’s cultural heritage, tra-
ditional values and moral
foundations while keeping
pace with technological
advancements. Referring to
the history of India’s educa-
tion system, he said that the
country must continue to
value its traditional knowl-
edge and languages.

Education shapes personality, youth are the
future and greatest strength of the nation’: Vij

CHANDIGARH : OPEN SEARCH

Kumari Selja, General
Secretary of All India
Congress Committee, Sirsa
MP, Former Union Cabinet
Minister and member of the
Congress Working
Committee (CWC), has
demanded that the BJP gov-
ernment in Haryana pres-
ent an account of its two
years in office before the
public. Kumari Selja said
the BJP had made several
major promises to women,
young people, farmers,
employees, students and
poor families during the
Assembly elections. It was
now the government's
responsibility to disclose
how many of these promis-
es had been fulfilled, how
many were being imple-

mented and when the
remaining commitments
would be completed.

Kumari Selja said the
BJP had promised to pro-
vide women 2,100 every
month. The government
should clarify how many
women were currently
receiving the amount, how
many were eligible in total
and when the remaining
eligible women would start
receiving the benefit.
Similarly, the government
had announced free med-
ical treatment of up to ?10

lakh for every family. It
should disclose how many
families had actually
received treatment cover-
age and how many patients
had benefited. The Congress
MP said the BJP had
promised two lakh perma-
nent government jobs
and five lakh additional
employment opportunities
for young people. 

The government should
state how many regular
appointments had been
made over the past two
years, how many new jobs

had been created and how
many young people had
received apprenticeship
stipends. She also sought
details of the government's
announcement to make
Haryana a global hub for
artificial intelligence and
modern skill education, ask-
ing how many training
centres had been estab-
lished and how many
young people had secured
employment through the
initiative. Raising the farm-

ers' issue, Kumari Selja said
the BJP had promised
procurement of 24 crops at
the minimum support
price (MSP). 

The government should
make public crop-wise pro-
curement quantities, the
number of farmers covered
and payment details. She
also questioned the prom-
ise to provide five lakh
houses in urban and rural
areas, asking how many
houses had been sanc-
tioned, constructed and
handed over to beneficiar-
ies. Kumari Selja sought
details of progress on the
announcement to develop
10 modern industrial cities,
including the investment
attracted and the number of
local young people who had
secured jobs. 

The BJP Government Must Account for Two Years in
Power, Not Just Make Announcements : Kumari Selja

CHANDIGARH : OPEN SEARCH 

Haryana Health Minister
Arti Singh Rao has directed
officials to intensify the food
safety surveillance cam-
paign across the state in
view of the festive season.
She has instructed the Food
and Drug Administration to
collect 100–150 surveil-
lance samples of food items
in each district.

Dr. Manoj Kumar,
Commissioner of the Food
and Drug Administration,
said that the Health
Minister has issued direc-
tions to further strengthen
the food safety surveillance
campaign across the state.
The primary objective is to
ensure that the public has
access to safe, pure, high-

quality and unadulterated
food products. Special
emphasis is being placed on
ensuring the quality and
safety of food items, partic-
ularly in view of the
increased consumption of
sweets, milk and dairy
products during the festive
season of Diwali and
Chhath Puja. He stated that,
under this special cam-
paign, letters have been sent

to all Deputy
Commissioners in Haryana,
asking them to constitute
district-level special food
surveillance teams under
the supervision of the dis-
trict administration, in
coordination with the con-
cerned Designated Officers
(Food Safety) and Food
Safety Officers. These teams
will conduct inspections
and collect surveillance

samples from major mar-
kets, sweet shops, dairies,
milk vendors and other
food business establish-
ments to identify substan-
dard, adulterated and unsafe
food products.

The district-level special
surveillance teams have
been assigned a target of
collecting 100–150 addi-
tional food surveillance
samples per district, sepa-
rate from the samples rou-
tinely collected by Food
Safety Officers. The initia-
tive aims to strengthen
the independent surveil-
lance mechanism, bring
more markets within the
ambit of the campaign, and
ensure effective monitoring
of food quality and safety
across the state. 

Intensify Food Safety Surveillance During
Festive Season : Health Minister Arti Rao

CHANDIGARH : OPEN SEARCH

Haryana Governor Prof.
Ashim Kumar Ghosh today
inaugurated a newly con-
structed gaushala at
Haryana Lok Bhawan,
Chandigarh. The facility has
been equipped with vari-
ous amenities to ensure
proper care, comfort and
well-being of the cows. On
the occasion, the Governor
also named a calf born at

Haryana Lok Bhawan
‘Gauri’. The inauguration
marks an initiative towards
providing a suitable envi-
ronment and improved
facilities for the care and
upkeep of cows. Secretary
to Governor,  Vijaykumar
Bhavikatti, ADC to
Governor Squadron Leader
P. Bharat and other officials
of Haryana Lok Bhawan
were also present on the
occasion.

Governor  Ashim Kumar
Ghosh inaugurates

Gaushala at Haryana Lok
Bhawan; names calf ‘Gauri’

Health Department Directs
Hospitals to Ensure
Uninterrupted Services During
Electricity Employees’ Strike
CHANDIGARH : OPEN SEARCH Haryana Additional
Chief Secretary, Health & Family Welfare, Dr. Sumita
Misra, has directed all Civil Surgeons and Principal
Medical Officers across the state to ensure uninterrupt-
ed functioning of health services and healthcare institu-
tions in view of the three-day strike announced by elec-
tricity department employees from October 22 to 24,
2026. In view of the proposed strike, the Health
Department has issued detailed instructions to ensure
that patients do not face any inconvenience and that
essential medical services, emergency care and critical
healthcare operations continue without disruption. As
per the directions issued all health institutions have
been instructed to ensure adequate arrangements for
generator sets during the strike period. Wherever nec-
essary, generator sets must be hired immediately to
ensure an uninterrupted power supply. The department
has also directed that electricians be available round the
clock, on a 24x7 basis, and remain stationed at their
respective headquarters to address any electricity-relat-
ed emergency without delay. To ensure effective coor-
dination and prompt decision-making, every health
institution must appoint a nodal officer. The name,
designation and mobile number of the designated offi-
cer are to be communicated immediately to the office
of the undersigned. Special emphasis has been laid on
maintaining the cold chain, which is essential for the
safe storage of vaccines and other temperature-sensi-
tive medical supplies. Health institutions have been
directed to keep generator sets ready to prevent any
disruption in cold-chain maintenance. The instruc-
tions further require all institutions to remain pre-
pared to handle emergencies and ensure the avail-
ability of ambulances at all times. Alternative arrange-
ments must also be made in coordination with other
health institutions so that emergency cases can be man-
aged without interruption.

CBI registers FIR in Jhota mur-
der case; autopsy to be con-
ducted at PGIMER-Chandigarh
CHANDIGARH : (AGENCY) The CBI on Wednesday re-
registered the FIR in the murder of anti-drug activist
Parvinder Singh Jhota at its Chandigarh unit. His post-
mortem will be conducted at PGIMER, Chandigarh, by a
team of experts, while a Magistrate in the city will hold
the inquest. The FIR, a copy of which is with The
Tribune, names store owner Ashwani Kumar and other
unknown persons. The case was registered by Dr
Navdeep Singh Brar, Deputy Inspector General, CBI.
Inspector Balwinder Singh of the CBI’s Chandigarh unit
is the investigating officer. Jhota’s father, Bhim Singh, is
the complainant. The CBI has invoked Sections 103(1)
(murder), 109 (attempt to murder), 118(1) (voluntarily
causing hurt by dangerous weapons), 61(2) (criminal
conspiracy) and 3(5) (common intention) of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023, along with Sections 25
and 27 of the Arms Act, 1959. The offence is stated to
have taken place between 9 am and 10.30 am on
October 13. The case was re-registered on the basis of
two notifications. The Punjab Home Department, on
October 20, gave consent under Section 6 of the Delhi
Special Police Establishment Act, 1946, for the CBI to
investigate the case anywhere in Punjab. The
Department of Personnel and Training, Government of
India, extended the CBI’s powers and jurisdiction to
Punjab for the case the following day. 

Government Stands Firmly
with Employees; Will Also Seek
a Stay on the Decision : Anil Vij
CHANDIGARH : OPEN SEARCH Haryana Energy
Minister Sh. Anil Vij said that every problem could be
resolved through dialogue and that his doors were
always open for discussions. He further stated that the
state government would challenge the decision to grant
electricity distribution licences for Gurugram and Nuh
before the Appellate Tribunal for Electricity (APTEL).
The appeal would be filed within the next five to six
days, although the prescribed time limit for filing an
appeal is 45 days. He added that the government would
also seek a stay on the decision, reiterating that it stood
firmly with the electricity employees. Sh. Vij was
responding to questions from media representatives in
Chandigarh regarding the proposed strike by the
Haryana Electricity Employees and Engineers Sanyukt
Sangarsh Morcha in protest against the grant of electric-
ity distribution licences for Gurugram and Nuh. He said
that the Haryana Electricity Regulatory Commission
(HERC) is an autonomous body established under the
electricity law enacted by the Central Government. Any
person can approach HERC and submit an application.
Clarifying the state government’s position, Sh. Vij said
that the government had neither invited applications
nor sought proposals for privatisation. However, the
central legislation permits any eligible party to apply to
HERC for an electricity distribution licence. 

Briefs News

CHANDIGARH : OPEN SEARCH

Haryana’s Energy,
Transport and Labour
Minister, Sh. Anil Vij,
responded to questions
about the parallel licence
granted to a private compa-
ny for electricity distribu-
tion in Gurugram and Nuh,
and the opposition to it by
electricity employees. 

He said that “I am
myself against the privati-
zation of electricity, which is
why my department had
strongly opposed it before
the Haryana Electricity
Regulatory Commission.
This is on record in writing,
and anyone can obtain the
relevant documents to see
what we had said.” He said

that “The regulatory com-
mission has given its deci-
sion, and we will appeal
against it. We will take
this matter all the way to
the end.” He added that
today he had called the
employees’ leaders to his
office for a meeting at 3
p.m. He had previously also
met and spoken with the
employees. “If there is a
better solution, it should be
presented, and we will
accept it,” he asserted.

‘Ensuring that one person has one
vote is the Election Commission’s
job, and the Election Commission

is fulfilling its duty’: Anil Vij

CHANDIGARH : OPEN SEARCH 

Haryana Irrigation and
Water Resources Minister,
Smt. Shruti Choudhry on
Wednesday comprehen-
sively reviewed irrigation-
related issues, ongoing proj-
ects and proposed develop-
ment works in Charkhi
Dadri and Bhiwani districts
at a meeting held here. She
directed officers to resolve
pending matters on priority
and accelerate the imple-
mentation of development
projects. During a review
meeting with officers of the
LWS and YWS Circles,
Bhiwani, the Cabinet
Minister discussed issues
related to forest clearances,
prevention of water theft,
land alignment, and
encroachments in detail. She

said pending clearances
and other issues should be
addressed promptly so
development works are not
unnecessarily delayed and
projects can be implement-
ed smoothly. Smt. Shruti
Choudhry also reviewed
the progress of flood
protection and mainte-
nance works undertaken
during the past three years.
She emphasised taking
necessary action in respect

of these works and prepar-
ing better plans for the
future, so that flood protec-
tion works are implement-
ed in a time-bound manner
and effective maintenance
of irrigation infrastructure
is ensured.

In the meeting review
was also done regarding
pending irrigation-related
issues, ongoing projects
and proposed development
works in the Loharu,
Bhiwani, Tosham, Bawani
Khera and Badhra
Assembly constituencies.
The Cabinet Minister
directed the officers con-
cerned to resolve the issues
of the area promptly and
take necessary steps to
complete approved and
ongoing projects within the
stipulated timelines.

Resolve pending irrigation-related
issues on priority : Shruti Choudhry

‘Practice Is Essential for Success, It Refines Talent and Builds Character’: Anil Vij at 49th Zonal Youth Festival

Where Are the
Promised Jobs, 2,100
for Women and
MSP? Selja Demands
Answers from
Haryana BJP
Government

Directs collection of
100–150 surveil-
lance samples in
each district, calls
for the formation of
special district-level
food surveillance
teams

CHANDIGARH : OPEN SEARCH

The Haryana Government
has invited entries for the
Haryana Good Governance
Award Scheme 2026 to
recognise and reward gov-
ernment employees for
their extraordinary work,
innovative initiatives and
outstanding contributions
towards promoting good
governance in the state.

In a letter issued by
Chief Secretary Sh. Anurag
Rastogi, it has been
informed that the scheme
aims to encourage innova-
tion, improve administra-
tive efficiency and recog-
nise initiatives that deliver

positive outcomes for citi-
zens. Online applications
will open on November 1,
2026, and the last date for
submission is November
25, 2026. The scheme cov-
ers eligible employees of
Haryana Government
departments, boards, corpo-
rations, statutory authori-
ties, missions, societies,

institutes, universities and
public sector undertakings
owned and controlled by
the state government.
Employees belonging to
Groups A, B, C and D,
excluding Administrative
Secretaries, Heads of
Departments and All India
Services officers, are eligi-
ble. Contractual manpower

engaged through Haryana
Kaushal Rozgar Nigam
Limited, HARTRON, NIC,
District IT Societies or
under the Outsourcing
Policy is also covered. The
awards will be presented at
two levels: State Level
Awards, comprising State
Flagship Awards and State
Awards, and District Level
Awards. Under the State
Flagship Award and State
Award categories, up to five
awards each may be con-
ferred. Each awardee will
receive a trophy, an appreci-
ation certificate signed by
the Chief Secretary, and a
cash prize of Rs. 51,000 per
member. 

Haryana Invites Entries for
Good Governance Awards 2026

Online Applications can be submitted from November 1
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Health warnings force
Delhi-NCR pet owners to
rethink costumes
NEW DELHI : (AGENCY) As the festive season
approaches, social media feeds and living rooms fill up
with pictures of pets dressed in elaborate costumes —
miniature superhero capes, velvet tuxedos and glitter-
strewn headbands — all promising the perfect holiday
photo. To humans, draping a four-legged companion in
seasonal outfits looks like an affectionate act of inclu-
sion. Yet behind the viral portraits and celebratory
enthusiasm lies a different reality. For most canines,
being forced into costumes and sequins is an uncom-
fortable and disorienting ordeal. Veterinarians and expe-
rienced pet owners are urging people to reconsider this
seasonal trend. It is common for human celebrations to
rely on visual pageantry, but dogs and cats navigate the
world through senses much different from ours. When
tight, synthetic fabrics and chemical dyes disrupt this,
festivity can quickly turn into distress for our pets.
Biologically, dogs are quadrupeds whose balance, gait
and body temperature regulation rely on unrestricted
movement. Dr Rahul, a Noida-based veterinarian,
observes that low-grade commercial garments carry
severe dermatological consequences. Mass-produced
costumes frequently use cheap dyes that risk bleeding
directly onto an animal’s coat. This transfer not only
stains and damages their fur but also creates a fertile
environment for acute contact dermatitis and fungal
infections. Moreover, many costumes marketed online
for animals are treated with chemical colourants and
additives. “A canine’s tendency is to groom and soothe
irritated patches by licking, and in the process, they
may ingest these chemicals directly, leading to gastric
inflammation,” he said.  

6 held for stabbing 20-year-old
to death over 'smoking' in
Delhi's Seelampur park
NEW DELHI : (AGENCY) Six persons, including two
minors, have been apprehended for allegedly stabbing a
20-year-old man to death in northeast Delhi’s
Seelampur following a scuffle over smoking in a park,
police said on Wednesday. The victim, Subhan, a resi-
dent of Noor Ilahi, was allegedly attacked with a knife by
a group of five to six boys while smoking with his
friend, Mohsin, in Central Park around 9 pm on
Tuesday. The altercation reportedly began when the
group objected to the two men smoking. According to
police, Subhan was rushed to Jag Pravesh Chandra
(JPC) Hospital after the attack. He was later referred to
GTB Hospital for further treatment, where he suc-
cumbed to his injuries. Police received information
from JPC Hospital about the admission of a man with
stab injuries. Based on Mohsin’s statement, a case was
registered at Seelampur police station under Sections
109(1) and 3(5) of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS).
Section 103(1) of the BNS, pertaining to murder, was
subsequently added after Subhan’s death. A police team
scanned and analysed CCTV footage from the surround-
ing areas and collected evidence from multiple sources
to identify those involved. The investigation led to the
apprehension of six persons within hours of the inci-
dent, police said. The apprehended persons have been
identified as Aman Khan alias Arshu (21), Afzal Khan
(18), Abdul Momin (18) and Shoaib Mirza (18). All four
are residents of different localities in Delhi.  

JNU revokes rustication of
five students after 17-day
hunger strike
NEW DELHI : (AGENCY) After a 17 day indefinite
hunger strike by Jawaharlal Nehru University Students
Union (JNUSU), the university administration has
revoked the rustication of five students, including stu-
dent union office bearers and a former president, and
agreed to several demands, including withdrawal of
FIRs and proctorial enquiries against protesting stu-
dents. The breakthrough came following negotiations
between student representatives and a committee head-
ed by the Dean of the School of Social Sciences. The
university issued a separate notice revoking the rustica-
tion of Aditi Mishra, K Gopika Babu, Sunil Yadav, Danish
Ali and Nitish Kumar with immediate effect, while
directing them to pay their respective fines. According
to the minutes of the meeting dated October 19, the
administration agreed to withdraw all FIRs against stu-
dents and proctorial enquiries initiated during protests
against rustication, UGC regulations and inadequate
hostel infrastructure. The administration also agreed to
constitute a committee, including JNUSU representa-
tives, to review contentious provisions.

Briefs News

NEW DELHI : (AGENCY)

Delhi implemented Stage I
of the Graded Response
Action Plan (GRAP) later
this year than in previous
years, Environment
Minister Manjinder Singh
Sirsa said on Wednesday,
adding that the government
was prepared with preven-
tive measures, including
restrictions on polluting
vehicles, staggered office
timings and work-from-
home arrangements, to
combat winter air pollution.
Sirsa said the city had gone
longer than usual without
GRAP restrictions this year,
attributing the improve-
ment to the Rekha Gupta-
led government’s sustained
efforts and public participa-
tion. The minister’s
remarks came as the
Commission for Air Quality
Management on
Wednesday imposed Stage I
of GRAP across Delhi-NCR
after the capital’s air quality

slipped into the ‘poor’ cate-
gory. Sirsa said the govern-
ment was adopting both
short- and long-term meas-
ures under its 11-point air
pollution mitigation plan,
involving nearly 30 agen-
cies working together to
tackle pollution. The long-
term measures include
eliminating road dust
through end-to-end road

carpeting, promoting elec-
tric vehicles and phasing out
polluting fuel-based indus-
tries in Delhi-NCR, Sirsa
said. As part of the winter
pollution-control measures,
the government will
enforce the “No PUCC, No
Fuel” rule from November
1, denying fuel to vehicles
without a valid Pollution
Under Control Certificate.

Enforcement against end-
of-life vehicles will also be
strengthened. From
November 1 to January 31,
vehicles registered outside
Delhi that do not meet the
BS-VI emission standards
will be barred from enter-
ing the city, with exemp-
tions for CNG and electric
vehicles. BuyMaps To
reduce vehicular emissions
and peak-hour congestion,
50 per cent of employees in
government and private
offices will work from
home, while office timings
will be staggered. Municipal
Corporation of Delhi offices
will function from 8.30 am
to 5 pm, while Delhi govern-
ment offices will operate

from 10 am to 6.30 pm.
Parking charges at autho-
rised parking facilities will
be doubled from November
1, with Metro parking facili-
ties exempted, to encourage
greater use of public trans-
port. The government will
also prohibit dust-generat-
ing demolition and outdoor
civil construction activities
from November 1 to
January 31. A complete ban
on construction and demoli-
tion activities will be
imposed from December
10 to January 20. Delhi will
expand its network of
Continuous Ambient Air
Quality Monitoring Stations
from 47 to 60 and deploy
334 enforcement teams to
strengthen pollution moni-
toring and ensure compli-
ance with environmental
norms. Citing a government
assessment, Sirsa claimed
air pollution was a regional
problem, with around 30
per cent of the pollution
generated.

GRAP Stage 1 invoked later this year
thanks to govt’s preventive measures : Sirsa

NEW DELHI: (AGENCY)

The Delhi High  Court
Wednesday said it will hear
on October 22 All India
Students’ Association (AISA)
President Neha Bora’s plea
against a Delhi Police notice
asking her to execute a
“peace” bond before a
Special Executive
Magistrate (SEM). BuyMaps

Bora, who has been at
the forefront of protests
against the alleged irregu-
larities in the Election
Commission’s Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls, has sought
quashing of the notice and
directions to the police not
to take any coercive action
against her. Justice
Subramonium Prasad
deferred hearing on the plea
at the request of Bora’s

counsel. The case was listed
after the student leader
sought an urgent hearing in
the high  court, which is
shut this week for Dussehra
vacation. The notice, issued
on October 17 under
Section 126 Bharatiya
Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita
(BNSS), asked the student
leader to appear before the
SEM on October 19 and
show cause why she should
not execute a personal bond
of Rs 10,000 with one sure-
ty “for keeping peace for a
period of enquiry.” Section
126 empowers the SEM to
enforce such bond signing if
there is credible informa-
tion that a person is likely to
breach peace, disturb pub-
lic tranquillity, or commit a
wrongful act that may
cause disturbance. Bora
was taken into preventive

detention on October 16
when she was on her way to
join the Cockroach Janata
Party (CJP)’s ‘Lehra Do
Tiranga’ march. She was
released on October 17. In
her petition, settled by
lawyer Abhik Chimni, Bora
said that the police notice is
vague, factually incorrect,
and contains no material or

information to substantiate
the “likelihood” of breach of
peace. It does not disclose a
“period, occasion or event
in relation to which breach
is apprehended”, the plea
argued, and asserted that
the proceedings are a
“colourable exercise of pre-
ventive powers to suppress
peaceful dissent, in violation

of Articles 19(1)(a),
19(1)(b) and 21 of the
Constitution.” The proceed-
ings before the SEM are
based on allegations of slo-
ganeering at Mandi House
on October 16, repeated
protests around Jantar
Mantar despite prohibitory
orders under section 163 of
BNSS, and instigating peo-
ple to participate in a

protest in Connaught Place
on October 16. “The
Impugned Notice rests on a
prima facie incorrect fact,
namely that the Petitioner
instigated people to partici-
pate in the demonstration at
Central Park, Connaught
Place on 16.10.2026. The
Petitioner’s call and the
incident alleged were differ-
ent. The Petitioner called for
a peaceful gathering at
Mandi House at 5:00 PM on
16.10.2026. , and it is a mat-
ter of record that she was
detained from Mandi
House,” the petition said.
“That the alleged disregard
of ‘prohibitory orders 163
BNSS’ in the Notice does not
identify any specific pro-
hibitory order and incident.
In fact the only order on
record dated 23.08.2026
does not extend.

Delhi HC to hear on Oct 22 Neha Bora’s plea against ‘peace’ bond

NEW DELHI : (AGENCY)

Cockroach Janta Party lead-
ers Saurav Das and
Ashutosh Ranka on
Wednesday withdrew from
the Delhi High  Court their
plea challenging the exten-
sion of their judicial cus-
tody by a Special Executive
Magistrate (SEM). BuyMaps
Justice Subramonium
Prasad told the counsel
appearing for the CJP co-
conveners to await the out-
come of the hearing sched-
uled before the SEM later in
the day, and approach the
appellate  court if their
grievance continues.
While permitting Das and
Ranka to withdraw the
case, the judge clarified that
he has not made observa-
tions on the merit of the
matter. During the hearing,
the court orally observed
that a petition under Article
226 of the Constitution was

not an appropriate remedy
in this case. The case was
taken up by the court after
the CJP leaders sought an
urgent hearing in the high
court, which is shut due to
the Dussehra break. Das
and Ranka assailed the
SEM’s October 19 order
remanding them to two
days’ judicial custody in the
high court. They were taken
into custody on October 13
after they allegedly climbed
over a locked gate to enter
Jantar Mantar, which had
earlier been denotified as a

designated protest site, and
were sent to five-day judi-
cial custody. A newly-
appointed Special Executive
Magistrate at Mandir Marg
police station on Monday
ordered their judicial
remand till October 21 after
they were produced before
him. Along with other CJP
workers, Das and Ranka
displayed the national flag
at the site and shouted slo-
gans against Chief Election
Commissioner Gyanesh
Kumar before being
detained and placed.

CJP leaders withdraw from
Delhi HC plea challenging

their judicial custody

Section 126 empow-
ers the SEM to enforce
such bond signing if
there is credible infor-
mation that a person
is likely to breach
peace, disturb public
tranquillity, or com-
mit a wrongful act
that may cause dis-
turbance.

From November 1 to

January 31, vehicles reg-

istered outside Delhi that

do not meet the BS-VI

emission standards will

be barred from entering

the city
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NEW DELHI. Health check-
ups of Hon’ble sitting MLAs
will now be conducted twice
a year, once every six
months. This decision was
taken at a meeting held
today under the chairman-
ship of Delhi Legislative
Assembly Speaker Shri
Vijender Gupta. The initia-
tive aims to ensure regular
health monitoring, early
detection of potential health
issues, and timely medical
advice and treatment. The
General Manager of Sant
Parmanand Hospital and
senior officers of the Delhi
Legislative Assembly
Secretariat were also pres-
ent at the meeting. On the
initiative of Speaker Shri
Vijender Gupta, annual
health check-ups for MLAs
were introduced last year.

During the meeting,
Speaker Shri Vijender Gupta
directed that regular health
check-ups of all Hon’ble sit-

ting MLAs of the Delhi
Legislative Assembly be
conducted twice a year. The
initiative aims to assess
their health status periodi-
cally, identify potential ill-
nesses at an early stage, and
facilitate appropriate med-
ical advice and treatment as
required. In this regard, a
health check-up camp will
be organised in collabora-
tion with Sant Parmanand
Hospital from November 12
to 19, 2026. To ensure the

smooth and systematic con-
duct of the examinations,
the health check-ups will be
carried out in two batches.
The first batch will com-
mence at 8:30 AM, while the
second batch will begin at
9:30 AM. This arrangement
will help ensure that the
health examinations are
conducted in an organised
manner according to the
prescribed schedule. Shri
Vijender Gupta observed
that public representatives

shoulder extensive respon-
sibilities and are required
to remain engaged in con-
tinuous public service.

In such circumstances,
regular health monitoring
and timely medical exami-
nations are of considerable
importance. The provision
for health check-ups twice a
year will help identify
potential health risks at an
early stage, facilitate timely
treatment, and enable the
adoption of appropriate
preventive measures to
address future health.

Health Check-ups of Hon’ble Sitting MLAs
to Now Be Conducted Twice a Year

NEW DELHI : (AGENCY)

As temperatures begin to
drop, Delhi recorded its first
‘poor’ air quality day of the
season on Wednesday, with
the Air Quality Index (AQI)
settling at 245 — the high-
est in 100 days. BuyMaps
The last time the city
recorded a comparable AQI
was on July 13, when the
index stood at 246, accord-
ing to data. The Commission
for Air Quality Management
on Wednesday imposed
Stage I of GRAP across
Delhi-NCR after the capi-
tal’s air quality slipped into
the ‘poor’ category.

The air quality is likely
to remain in the ‘poor’ cate-
gory until October 23,
according to the forecast by
the Air Quality Early
Warning System. The out-
look for the subsequent six
days also indicates that air
quality is likely to remain
poor. A ventilation index
below 6,000 square metres

per second, along with an
average wind speed of less
than 10 kmph, is
unfavourable for the dis-
persion of pollutants,
according to the system.

The deterioration
comes a day after
Vijayadashami, when Ravan
effigies were burnt at sev-
eral locations across the
city. However, no direct link
has been established
between the celebrations
and the deterioration in air
quality. According to the
Decision Support System
for Air Quality Management
in Delhi, developed by IITM
Pune, the transport sector
within Delhi was the largest
contributor to the city’s pol-
lution on Tuesday, account-
ing for 20.5 per cent.

Stubble burning con-
tributed up to 8 per cent,
while residential sources
accounted for 5.2 per cent,
peripheral industries 4.3
per cent, construction 2.8
per cent.

Delhi sees season’s first ‘poor’
air day as temperatures dip;

AQI worst in 100 days

NEW DELHI. (AGENCY) 

The New Delhi Municipal
Council (NDMC) has
stepped up consultations
with resident welfare asso-
ciations and traders’ bodies
on its proposed 2026 prop-
erty tax bye-laws, with the
deadline for submitting
objections and suggestions
set for October 23.
According to a statement
issued on Wednesday, the
draft bye-laws propose
introducing the Unit Area
Method (UAM) for property
tax assessment, and the
civic body is seeking public
feedback on the factors that
would determine the tax lia-
bility of residential and
commercial properties. The
NDMC Property Tax
Department has held dis-
cussions with resident wel-
fare associations, including
those of Golf Links,
Hanuman Road and Babar
Road Colony, as well as the
Khan Market Welfare
Association. “Trade bodies,

including the New Delhi
Traders Association, Khan
Market Traders Association
and Bengali Market Traders
Association, are also being
consulted,” the statement
read. BuyMaps The discus-
sions focused on property
valuation, buildings’ age
and size, their usage and
occupancy status, and the
classification of residential
and commercial properties,
it said. It further said that
stakeholders have been
invited to share objections
and suggestions before the
deadline on proposed
rebates for eligible cate-
gories, depreciation for
older buildings and the
impact of different. valua-
tion factors on property.

NDMC steps up consultations on
property tax bye-laws; 

feedback deadline Oct 23

NEW DELHI : (AGENCY)

A 24-year-old man from
Gujarat died by suicide after
jumping from the 1,700-
foot Konkankada cliff in
Maharashtra last week,
allegedly due to ongoing
distress over a marital dis-
pute.  Vishwrajsinh
Mayursinh Gohil, a resident
of Gujarat's Bhavnagar who
worked as a postal employ-
ee, recorded a 13-minute-
long video before jumping
to his death - in which he
blamed his estranged wife
and her family.  Gohil and
his wife married on
February 8 this year, but it
ended just eight months
later. His wife had filed a
complaint of domestic vio-
lence on September 12, for
which he had appeared in
court on October 9. In the
video, he expressed his
anguish over the marital
conflict and ongoing legal
proceedings. "Today I'm
going to die by suicide by

jumping into a ditch. You
must be wondering what
happened? When you have
nothing left in life, no
hope...And when this arises
from a good thing or rela-
tionship, it shatters your
soul...We say that marriage
is a sacred relationship,
meant to last for lifetimes.
But in today's modern age,
when two people's
thoughts, temperaments,
and habits don't match and
there are disputes or con-
flicts, people get divorced,"
he said in the video. He also

levelled several allegations
against his wife and her
family, saying that daily dis-
agreements were termed as
'domestic violence' by her
and her family.   "I had no
idea then that such a storm
was about to unfold. No
such incident occurred in
my home, yet the case
alleges that I, my mother,
and my brother assaulted
and beat my wife. This is
completely false and fabri-
cated. The police don't even
ask for any evidence or
medical reports when reg-

istering an FIR," he said.
Gohil claimed that he was
being "forced to die" due to
"mental, financial, and social
pressure". According to
Gohil, his wife's parents had
forcibly dragged her away
from his home. "They claim
that their gold is with us.
The truth, when her parents
were forcibly dragging her
away, she herself said she
didn't want to go. The peo-
ple in our society are wit-
nesses to this. She left wear-
ing our gold, but when we
ask for our things back,
there's no hearing.

Gujarat Man Jumps yo Death grom Cliff
in Maharashtra, Blames Wife in Video

Health Check-up
Camp to Be
Organised in
Collaboration with
Sant Parmanand
Hospital from
November 12 to 19;
Examinations to Be
Conducted in Two
Batches

Gohil and his wife mar-
ried on February 8 this
year, but it ended just
eight months later. His
wife had filed a com-
plaint of domestic vio-
lence on September 12,
for which he had
appeared in court on
October 9.
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OPINION

Through the worst
of it, 1983 to 1992,
Punjab’s per capita
income grew about
as fast as the rest of
big-state India, and

it came out of that
decade at the top of

the table. 

NIRUPAMA
SUBRAMANIAN

The Nobel Peace Prize
Committee announced
Navanethem “Navi” Pillay as
this year’s winner on
October 9. A South African
of Indian origin, the 85-
year-old Pillay came to be
known internationally in
1973 as the lawyer who
secured legal access for
prisoners on the infamous
Robben Island. The prison-
ers included Nelson
Mandela, who led South
Africa’s armed struggle
against apartheid.

Born into a Tamil family
in Durban, Pillay returned
to trace her family roots in
Tamil Nadu in 2007, when
she was serving as a judge
of the International
Criminal Court at The
Hague. Her grandparents
were from Batlagundu in
Dindigul (Tamil Nadu); they
were among thousands of
indentured workers
shipped by the British in the
1890s to work on sugar-
cane farms in the KwaZulu-
Natal province. She over-
came the difficulties posed
by both the straitened cir-
cumstances of her family
and the injustices of
apartheid to become the
exemplary global figure she
is today.

Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister Joseph C Vijay was
prompt with a congratula-
tory message when the
prize was announced, laud-
ing Pillay for her decades of
public service as a human
rights defender. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
and his government, on the
other hand, have retreated
into a silence that says a lot,
and quite loudly, about the
Indian leadership’s foreign
policy choices. Pillay headed
the United Nations’
Independent International
Commission of Inquiry on
the Occupied Palestinian
Territory, including East
Jerusalem, and Israel from
2021 to 2025. In September
2025, the commission
released a report that held
Israel responsible for com-
mitting genocide in Gaza.

Israel has condemned
the Nobel to Pillay as a
“grotesque weaponisation
of the award to legitimise
anti-Israel hatred and prej-
udice”. Prime Minister

Benjamin Netanyahu has
said that the Nobel peace
award panel had suffered a
“loss of its moral compass”.
India’s much-celebrated
proximity to Israel and PM
Modi’s personal rapport
with Netanyahu have ren-
dered it silent at other criti-
cal moments. The friend-
ship might have been lever-
aged in another era by
another leader to persuade
Israel to end its relentless
bombardment, or to proac-
tively push back against the
war in international fora.
But India preferred to
abstain on important reso-
lutions on Gaza at the
United Nations, projecting
its support for generic reso-
lutions on a two-state solu-
tion as all that was diplo-
matically necessary at the
moment.

Modi’s visit to Israel
right before the Israel-US
attacks on Iran, and the spe-
cial award to him there,
framed the Indian silence
on an illegal war and the
killing of Iran’s Supreme
Leader as the opening salvo
of that war. Combined with
the silences on US President
Donald Trump’s egregious
actions targeting India and
Indians, including the hand-
cuffing and chaining of
Indians sent back as illegal
migrants, these are now
part of an expected pattern.

In November 2025,
Justice S Muralidhar (retd),
former Chief Justice of the

Orissa High Court, was
appointed Chair of the UN
panel. He too brought out a
report that held Israel
responsible for genocidal
acts in Gaza. The report
attracted more attention in
India than the previous one,
perhaps because this time
an Indian judge was at the
helm, but the government
maintained the same silence
as it had done on the Pillay
report. Some have sought to
explain Delhi’s silence on
the award by citing Pillay’s
utterances when she was
the UN High Commissioner
for Human Rights from
2008 to 2012. During an
official visit to India, she
sought a repeal of the law
against homosexuality and
the Armed Forces Special
Powers Act (AFSPA), asked
the government to investi-
gate human rights violations
in Kashmir and called for an
end to entrenched discrimi-
nation of all kinds, including
untouchability. After the
Nirbhaya rape-murder in
Delhi in December 2012,
she called for strengthening
Indian laws against sexual
assault, and spoke about the
alarming incidence of sexual
violence against women
and children, flagging the
gangrape of a Dalit woman
in Haryana in October
2012. But India has come a
long way since then on
some of these issues —
homosexuality is not a
crime anymore, and not

because of Pillay’s interven-
tion. Again it was not Pillay,
but the massive public out-
rage against the 2012 rape-
murder that forced political
parties to vote in so strin-
gent a law against sexual
assault that it now attracts.

the death penalty.
At the time she spoke

about AFSPA, there was
much discussion within the
country about this dracon-
ian law, and even the courts
have questioned the blanket
legal immunity it grants to
members of the armed
forces. A committee was set
up to review the law in
2004, and in 2012, then
Home Minister P
Chidambaram had set off a
debate with the suggestion
that it could be “tweaked”.

On untouchability, Modi
himself says that caste-
based discrimination and
division are a challenge to a
“united India”, so it is self-
defeating to hold a factual
statement about untoucha-
bility against a member of
the Indian diaspora, who is
probably as familiar with
caste as any Indian. Pillay
also said nice things about
the judiciary’s “ground-
breaking judgments”, the
solid framework on which
Indian human rights legisla-
tion is built, the free media
and robust civil society, but
that may also be turned
against her now.

In any case, it was rea-
sonable to expect that

Modi’s special relationship
with the diaspora would
help him rise above such
complaints. Last year, the
eligibility for the OCI
(Overseas Citizen of India)
card for South Africans was
extended from four to seven
generations. Pillay may not
need an OCI card, but she
personifies the diaspora
that PM Modi extolled on
his first visit to South Africa
in 2016. “The story of your
ancestors in this nation may
have been of poverty and
oppression. But, their legacy
is one of pride and sacrifice.
And, it is reflected in your
success and prosperity. Its
reality rests in your
immense contribution to
the economic and social
well-being of this country,”
Modi had said to a large
gathering of Indian-origin
people in Durban.

“Alongside their African
brothers and sisters, gener-
ations of Indians fought,
suffered and sacrificed so
that all of South Africa could
breathe freely. I salute you
all, and the countless others,
dedicated to this country.
You are the proud sons and
daughters of the Indian her-
itage. You are the hard-
working and loyal citizens
of South Africa. You are also
a part of the flourishing
global Indian family. You
form a unique bond
between our two great
nations,” the PM had said.

In the same speech, he
had described Gandhi and
Mandela as “two men (who
are) an inspiration for all of
mankind” whose “courage
and moral force will remain
a guiding beacon for the
generations to come.”
Those who care to remem-
ber will know that India
was the first country to
raise the issue of racial dis-
crimination in South Africa.
It was then specifically
about Indians, but when
South Africa officially
adopted apartheid in 1954,
India cut off all ties with the
country, brought it up in
every international forum
and officially supported the
African National Congress.
By breaking the silence on
Pillay, India has a chance to
demonstrate that it remains,
in Modi’s.

Police Martyrs’ Day is observed every year on October 21.
It is an occasion to remember the extraordinary courage,
dedication and supreme sacrifices of brave police person-
nel who laid down their lives in the service of the nation,
protecting its security, peace and law and order. This day
is not only an opportunity to pay tribute to the martyrs
but also serves as a reminder of the need to strengthen
public respect for the police, mutual trust and social
responsibility.

On October 21, 1959, ten Indian police personnel sac-
rificed their lives in an attack by Chinese troops in the Hot
Springs area of Ladakh. Police Martyrs’ Day is observed
every year in their memory. Their sacrifice remains an
inspiring chapter in the history of Indian policing, sym-
bolising courage, dedication and patriotism. The day
reminds us that national security is not solely the respon-
sibility of soldiers guarding the country's borders; police
personnel responsible for internal security and the pro-
tection of citizens also face risks in the line of duty.

The police are an important pillar of any democratic
system. Maintaining the rule of law, controlling crime,
ensuring the safety of women and children, assisting vul-
nerable sections of society in accessing justice, and help-
ing citizens during emergencies are among their primary
responsibilities. The dedication and discipline displayed
by police personnel during natural disasters, accidents,
communal tensions, elections and major public events
deserve appreciation. They often have to work long hours
under difficult circumstances to ensure that ordinary cit-
izens can live in safety and peace.

With changing times, the challenges faced by the
police have also increased. Cybercrime, online fraud,
organised crime, drug trafficking, human trafficking and
offences committed through digital platforms have creat-
ed new challenges for law enforcement agencies. It is
therefore essential to strengthen the police system
through modern technology, improved training, scientific
investigation methods and an effective intelligence net-
work. At the same time, serious attention must be given to
adequate staffing, better working conditions.

EDITORIAL

HILAL AHMED 

Amitabh Bachchan, who turned 84 earlier this month, sym-
bolises a complete entertainment package — an exception-
ally brilliant and dedicated actor, an iconic superstar, a com-
mercially reliable professional, and a graceful television
host. These images, however, come to us in a remarkably
neutral fashion. It appears as though Bachchan’s profes-
sional commitment to films and TV was sufficient for him
to deal with the volatile nature of India’s ever-changing pub-
lic life in the last six decades. While it is true that Bachchan’s
cinematic contribution played a significant role in shaping
the public discourse, especially in the late 1970s, it would
be incorrect to think that he, as a celebrated individual,
remains completely indifferent to political and cultural
debates. In fact, one cannot ignore the fact that the
Bachchans had a long association with the Nehru-Gandhi
family. He was an elected Congress member of Parliament
from Allahabad in 1984 (although he resigned from his Lok
Sabha seat in just three years). Despite portraying himself
as an apolitical artist, he has always remained close to polit-
ical power. There is a need to explore the connection
between Bachchan’s cinematic presence (especially the
characters he portrays in films) and his individual self-rep-
resentation. The question is: how does he navigate these
two worlds to achieve acceptability in public life? I wish to
clarify here that I use the term, public life, in a specific
sense. In my view, public life may be described as the
sphere in which an individual or group takes on (or claims
to carry out) activities in service of the collective interests of
common people (or jana/janata). There is a lot of emphasis
on the idea of tyaga — sacrifice and renunciation — in the
Indian context, something that underscores a dedication to
an abstract national community. That may be the reason
why ‘public life’ is officially translated as sarvajanik jeevan.
The public, or janata, in this schema is the imaginary sover-
eign, and every public figure is supposed to work for the
satisfaction of this entity. Does it mean that there is no
space for professionalism — sincere straightforwardness
in working for monetary purposes — in public life?
Amitabh Bachchan is a perfect example to explore this puz-
zling question.

Let us focus on Bachchan’s two dominant images,
which overlap: a principled dissenter and a wise philoso-
pher. Bachchan was addressed as an angry young man by
the media in the 1970s. This title was useful to explain the
common themes of his most successful films — Zanjeer,
Deewar, Sholay, Parvarish, Muqaddar Ka Sikandar, Kaalia,
Suhaag, Nastik, Shakti, Coolie, Mard and so on. Yet, the
angry young man template was unable to explain his other
notable works — Mili, Namak Haram, Kabhi Kabhie, Alaap,
Bemisal and Manzil. It may be suggested that in the first
phase of his career, Bachchan carefully cultivated an image
of a principled dissenter. On the one hand, the lead charac-
ter in these films opposes the system violently and does not
even hesitate to go beyond the permissible limits set out by
law. At the same time, this rebel hero adheres to certain val-
ues, norms and principles to create an egalitarian society.
Obviously, we cannot ignore the contribution of scriptwrit-
ers (especially Salim Khan and Javed Akhtar) and directors
(Prakash Mehra, Manmohan Desai and, to an extent,
Hrishikesh Mukherjee) in shaping this cinematic phenom-
enon. However, it was Amitabh Bachchan who gave a very
different interpretation of his cinematic presence.

In an interview with the BBC in 1983, Bachchan strong-
ly argued that commercial aspects often determine the suc-
cess of a film at the box office. As a result, it becomes diffi-
cult for actors like him to step outside of this established
formula. The audience expects him to work in a particular
kind of film and, in a way, there is an acceptability of vio-
lence. He said, “Violence is not a 20th-century phenome-
non… it has always been there… our religious texts like the
Mahabharata are also about a war. It is, thus, wrong to say
that films encourage people to engage in violent behav-
iour… I agree that cinema certainly affects young minds…
however, we cannot do anything about it. 

Powerful script

A commitment to 
sacrifice, duty and
service to the nation

The deafening silence on Pillay’s Nobel

India’s journey towards
Viksit Bharat must be built
on the prosperity of its vil-
lages. Under Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s leadership,
empowering the annadata
has been a central purpose
of governance. Agrivoltaics,
or AgriPV, offers an oppor-
tunity to take that purpose
forward by enabling farm-
ers to produce clean electric-
ity while continuing to culti-
vate their land. The success-
ful efforts of the
Government of India in the
form of PM-KUSUM are
already evident in the solar-
isation of irrigation. Further
efforts are being made to
accelerate the generation of
solar energy through cre-
ation of separate space for
AgriPV under the next
phase of PM-KUSUM.

From October 21 to 23,
India will host the seventh
AgriVoltaics World
Conference at Bharat
Mandapam in New Delhi. Its
theme, ‘Powering the Global
South’, speaks directly to
the responsibility India is
ready to shoulder. We want
the benefits of agricultural
innovation and the energy
transition to reach the small
and marginal farmers who
constitute about 86 per cent
of India’s farmers.

Behind every harvest
are months of effort, money
invested and a family’s
hopes. A good crop does not
always bring a good
income. Weather, input
costs and market prices can
unsettle the household
budget. Public policy must
help farmers strengthen
their capacity to withstand
these uncertainties and cre-
ate additional opportunities
to earn. Agrivoltaics com-
bines cultivation and solar
generation on the same
land through structures and

spacing suited to farming. It
can give the cultivator an
additional source of rev-
enue from electricity. Where
solar energy replaces diesel
or purchased power, it can
also reduce costs. The
favourable microclimate
under AgriPV provides addi-
tional protection against
heat stress, drought, exces-
sive solar radiation, and hail.

Domestic manufactur-
ing, transparent procure-
ment and investment in
energy infrastructure have
helped create the founda-
tions for further growth.
Agrivoltaics can bring more
of that opportunity into the
rural economy, including
work in installation, mainte-
nance and agricultural serv-
ices. Optimal crop selection
is one of the prerequisites
for the successful adoption
of agrivoltaics. It should
emphasise shade tolerance,
morphological plasticity,
and stable productivity
under intermittent radia-
tion. Appropriate agronom-
ic management, including
alley-based planting, ade-

quate irrigation and nutri-
ent supply, is essential for
maintaining productivity.
The agrivoltaic designs
should generally aim to
maintain around 70 per
cent or more of natural
incoming radiation at the
crop canopy, while
adjustable PV panels can
provide additional flexibility
during radiation-sensitive
growth stages. Agriculture
and energy departments
must plan together, with
state governments, research
institutions and local bod-
ies. The farmer experiences
the results of all these deci-
sions on one holding. Our
institutions should be capa-
ble of working with the
same sense of unity.

Farmer trust must guide
every step. Cultivators
should be able to under-
stand an agreement, know
the return they can expect
and see who bears each
responsibility. Land owner-
ship must remain protected.
Tenant cultivators and
women farmers also need a
voice in how projects are

designed and how benefits
are shared.

India has valuable expe-
rience on which to build.
ICAR’s Central Arid Zone
Research Institute in
Jodhpur has explored culti-
vation alongside solar gen-
eration and rainwater har-
vesting. BAIF’s Rural
Innovation Centre in Pune
is testing different configu-
rations across a range of
crops. The Government of
India has established the
Centre of Excellence (CoE)
on Agri-Photovoltaics with
100 kW capacity at ICAR-
Indian Agricultural
Research Institute, New
Delhi in 2025. This is jointly
led by ICAR and National
Institute of Solar Energy
(NISE) under the guidance
of the Ministry of New and
Renewable Energy. The data
generated from the CoE for
the next two years will help
in providing technical sug-
gestions on specific crop
suitability, boundary condi-
tions and optimal integra-
tion of agricultural fields and
solar panels. 

Hosting the world con-
ference brings an interna-
tional scientific community
into this national endeav-
our. Affordable structures
and finance suited to mod-
est holdings deserve as
much attention as advances
in solar technology. This is
also an opportunity to deep-
en India’s partnership with
the Global South. The
International Solar Alliance,
launched by India and
France, provides a founda-
tion for cooperation on
solar energy. Agrivoltaics
creates further scope for
joint field research, training
and the exchange of practi-
cal experience. Countries
facing pressure on land,
water and rural incomes
should have access to solu-
tions developed for their
conditions. India’s scien-
tists, manufacturers and
rural entrepreneurs can
contribute to that effort. As
we welcome the world to
New Delhi, our expectation
is practical. The discussions
should help produce better-
tested projects.

Harvesting the Sun, and powering the farm

The successful
efforts of the

Government of India
in the form of PM-

KUSUM are already
evident in the solari-
sation of irrigation.

Pralhad Joshi, Shivraj
Singh Chouhan
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HDFC Bank, India’s leading
private sector bank, today
announced the launch of its
annual Festive Treats 2026
campaign, marking the
start of the festive season
across the country. The
pan-India annual carnival
brings more than 10,000
offers across loans, cards,
savings and current
accounts, and EASYEMI on
cards, making festive pur-
chases more affordable and
rewarding for customers.

This year, HDFC Bank
Festive Treats embraces the
theme ‘Treat With All Your
Heart’, celebrating the joy of
treating loved ones and
turning festive purchases
and shopping into heartfelt
expressions of love, care
and togetherness. The Bank
has a host of offers on a
range of products like
Xpress Personal Loans,
Xpress Car Loans and other

Vehicle Loans, Home Loans,
Gold Loans, Specialé Savings
Accounts, and MyBusiness
that offers end to end busi-
ness banking solutions.
Consumers will get a
chance to save up to Rs
70,000** on festive shop-
ping on purchases made
through HDFC Bank Credit
Cards and EASYEMI on
Debit/Credit Cards.

Festive Treats offers are
applicable across a wide
range of categories —
apparel, electronics, travel,
home decor, and jewellery,
among other things. The

Bank has partnered with
marquee brands like LG
Electronics, Google Pixel,
Samsung, OnePlus, Vijay
Sales, Croma, Reliance
Digital, MakeMyTrip,
Myntra, Reliance Centro,
World of Titan, RoyalOak,
Honda, GRT Jewellers, and
Joyalukkas. This year's edi-
tion rolls out in phases
aligned with festive celebra-
tions across all parts of the
country, culminating in
Diwali. This approach
ensures that the offers are
timely and relevant to cus-
tomers across states.

HDFC Bank Launches
Festive Treats 2026

NEW DELHI. (AGENCY)

A traffic challan often looks
like a few lines of official
shorthand. Most people
glance at the amount, feel a
small sting and move on.
But every line on that notice
tells you something useful,
and a few minutes spent
reading it can save you
from paying for something
wrong, or from paying
more than you need to.
Most challans carry the
same core details, though
the layout changes from
state to state. Challan num-
ber. The unique reference
you will use to find, pay or
contest the challan. Vehicle
number and type. The vehi-
cle the challan is attached to.
The type, such as a two
wheeler or a car, can change
the fine. Date, time and
place. When and where the
camera or officer recorded
the violation. Violation

description. The offence you
are charged with, often with
a section of the Motor
Vehicles Act, and in camera
cases a photograph. Fine
amount. What is payable.
Status and due dates.
Whether it is paid, and how
long you have. Issuing
authority. The department
that issued it. The Violation
Line, in Plain English The
violation line names the

offence in a few words,
often with a section num-
ber. These are the ones you
will meet most often.
Section 183 is over speed-
ing. Section 194D is riding
without a helmet. Section
194B is not wearing a seat
belt. Section 196 is driving
without valid insurance.
Section 181 is driving with-
out a valid licence. Section
184 is dangerous driving,

which many notices also
use for handheld phone use.
Section 177 is the general
provision for offences that
have no specific penalty, so
many everyday violations
carry it. How a red light or a
parking violation is written
can differ between states, so
read the exact wording on
your own notice. 

If the amount feels
higher than you remember,
you are probably remem-
bering the old figures.
Central fines were raised
sharply from 1 September
2019. A helmet or seat belt
violation used to cost Rs
100 and is now Rs 1,000
under the central schedule,
and the general offence
rose from Rs 100 to Rs 500.
Other things change the
number too. The vehicle
type matters, so over speed-
ing is Rs 1,000 for a light
motor vehicle and Rs 2,000
for a medium passenger

vehicle, for a first offence.
Repeat offences cost more,
for example Rs 500 for a
first general offence and Rs
1,500 after that. And a sin-
gle challan can list more
than one violation, which
adds up. Four Details to
Verify Before You Pay
Before you pay, check these
four things. Vehicle number
and type. Check every letter
and digit, and the vehicle
type. Misread plates do hap-
pen. Date, time and place.
Ask yourself whether your
vehicle could have been
there. If the answer is no,
something may be wrong.
The offence and the photo-
graph. If there is a photo-
graph, check the plate and
whether it shows the viola-
tion described.  Amount and
status. Compare the amount
with the offence and your
vehicle type, and confirm
that the challan is unpaid
and still within its dates. 

Challan Decoded: What the Violation
on Your Notice Actually Means

MADGAON : OPEN SEARCH

Malabar Gold & Diamonds,
the flagship company of
Malabar Group, a leading
diversified business con-
glomerate, has announced
scholarships worth ?9.36
lakh for 104 girl students in
Goa under the Malabar
Charitable Trust
Scholarship for Girl Students
Programme. The
announcement was made
earlier this month at an
event held in Madgaon in
the presence of Digambar
Kamat, Hon'ble Minister for
Public Works Department
(PWD), Government of Goa,
along with senior represen-
tatives of Malabar Group
and other dignitaries. The
initiative marks another
step towards expanding
access to education and
supporting the aspirations
of deserving girl students
from economically disad-
vantaged backgrounds. As
part of its national CSR ini-

tiatives, Malabar Charitable
Trust has committed schol-
arships to support the high-
er education of 40,000 girl
students across India in FY
2026–27. Since its incep-
tion, the programme has
supported over 1.5 lakh girl
students across 19 states,
with cumulative scholarship
contributions exceeding
?102 crore. Through this
initiative, the Malabar
Charitable Trust aims to
reduce financial barriers to
education and enable young
girls to pursue higher edu-
cation, build confidence, and

work towards a brighter
future. Launched in 2007,
the Malabar Charitable
Trust Scholarship for Girl
Students Programme focus-
es on supporting girls from
economically and socially
disadvantaged backgrounds
by providing financial assis-
tance for their educational
needs. The initiative aims to
improve access to educa-
tion and empower young
girls to pursue their aca-
demic aspirations with con-
fidence and independence.

Commenting on the ini-
tiative, M. P. Ahammad,

Chairman of Malabar
Group, said, “At Malabar
Group, we believe that edu-
cation is a powerful enabler
of social progress and an
important step towards
building a more inclusive
society. Through this pro-
gramme, we remain com-
mitted to supporting young
girls and creating opportu-
nities for them to pursue
higher education. We will
continue to build on this ini-
tiative to create lasting
opportunities and con-
tribute to the country’s long-
term social development.”

Malabar Gold & Diamonds Announces 9.36
Lakh Scholarships for 104 Girl Students in Goa

MUMBAI. (AGENCY)

Benchmark equity indices
surrendered their early
gains to slip into the red in
mid-session trade on
Wednesday, with the Sensex
plunging 484.98 points as
losses in banking and finan-
cial stocks outweighed
gains in shares of IT compa-
nies. The 30-share BSE
Sensex fell 484.98 points, or
0.66 per cent, to 73,367.92
in afternoon trade after
surging 829.29 points earli-
er in the day.

From its intra-day high
of 74,682.19 points, the
benchmark tanked
1,325.48 points to the day’s
low of 73,356.71. The NSE
Nifty also declined 171.25
points, or 0.75 per cent, to
22,717. It had touched a
high of 23,120.90 in early
trade before falling to a low
of 22,702.85. From the
Sensex basket, Bajaj
Finance, Eternal, Bajaj

Finserv, Maruti Suzuki
India, Axis Bank, Trent,
Bharat Electronics Ltd,
Mahindra & Mahindra,
IndiGo, NTPC, Kotak
Mahindra Bank and Adani
Ports were among the
major laggards. However,
Infosys, Tata Consultancy
Services, Tech Mahindra,
HCL Technologies,
UltraTech Cement, Reliance
Industries, ICICI Bank and
ITC were trading in the
green territory. Asian mar-
kets were mixed, with South
Korea’s Kospi and Japan’s
Nikkei 225 benchmark set-
tling higher, while Hong
Kong’s Hang Seng and
Shanghai’s SSE Composite
index traded lower. 

Market’s early rally fizzles out
as banking, financial 

stocks weigh on benchmarks

NEW DELHI : (AGENCY)

Telecom behemoth Jio
Platforms Ltd's Rs 30,213-
crore initial public offering
was fully subscribed within
100 minutes of opening on
Wednesday, making it the
fastest among India's mega-
issues to attract bids for all
shares on offer, as institu-
tional investors led an early
rush for the country's
largest-ever IPO. The issue
had attracted bids for 28.31
crore shares against 19.75
crore shares on offer as of
12:33 p.m., translating into
overall subscription of 1.43
times, according to
exchange data. The offering
remains open until October
23. Demand was heavily
skewed towards qualified
institutional buyers, whose
reserved portion was sub-
scribed 4.13 times, with
bids for 20.23 crore shares
against 4.90 crore shares

on offer. Domestic financial
institutions, including
banks and insurers, bid for
13.40 crore shares, while
foreign institutional
investors sought 5.94 crore
shares. The response from
other investor categories
was more subdued. The
portion reserved for non-
institutional investors was
subscribed 0.57 times,
while retail investors bid for
3.74 crore shares against
8.50 crore shares reserved
for them, equivalent to 0.44
times subscription. The
employee reservation was
subscribed 0.95 times and
the shareholder reservation
0.82 times. The early pace
sets Jio apart from other
large Indian offerings. Bajaj
Housing Finance's IPO was
fully subscribed by 2 p.m. on
its opening day, while LG
Electronics India's offering
reached full subscription by
the end of Day 1.

Jio Platforms IPO fully sub-
scribed in 100 minutes

MUMBAI : (AGENCY)

Mr. Prakash Ghosh,
Chairman of LMET
International School,
Domkol, and Ms. Mompy
Roy Gupta, the institution’s
Administrator, received the
“Most Promising CBSE
School in Murshidabad”
award on behalf of the
school at the LaunchPad
Excellence Awards 2026.
The ceremony, organised
by Teams Applaud, was held
on October 14 at the Taj
Hotel in Mumbai. Actress
Esha Deol attended the
event as the chief guest. Mr.
Ghosh and Ms. Gupta repre-
sented LMET International
School, accepting the recog-
nition on behalf of the insti-
tution and its wider school
community. The award
recognises the school’s

focus on academic develop-
ment, innovation and holis-
tic learning. Based in
Domkol, LMET
International School serves
students in Murshidabad
and seeks to offer an educa-
tion that is progressive,
inclusive and oriented
towards the future. As
Chairman, Mr. Ghosh has
led the school with a vision

that places student develop-
ment at the centre of its
educational aims. The insti-
tution’s approach extends
beyond classroom instruc-
tion, encouraging learners
to build knowledge, confi-
dence and the abilities
needed to meet future chal-
lenges. Its emphasis on
holistic learning reflects the
belief that education.

Prakash Ghosh and Mompy Roy Gupta receive
Excellence Award for LMET International School

NEW DELHI : (AGENCY)

State Bank of India is inves-
tigating the suspected expo-
sure of 3,897 customer
records containing person-
ally identifiable information
on the dark web, following
alerts received from its
threat intelligence service
provider, the Defence Cyber
Agency and CERT-In on
October 16. A preliminary
analysis of around 3.75 lakh
records available on the
dark web identified 3,897
customer records contain-
ing sensitive information,
including registered mobile
numbers, dates of birth,
names, gender, email
addresses and residential
addresses, SBI said in the
regulatory filing on
Wednesday. The exposed
information reportedly also
included branch and

Customer Information File
(CIF) identifiers, lead IDs,
and metadata associated
with loan and lead records
and other related files. It
said a detailed investigation
was required to establish
the authenticity and com-
pleteness of the exposed
data, determine the poten-
tial source and extent of the
exposure, and assess the
associated risks to cus-
tomers and the bank. SBI
said it had promptly acti-
vated its cyber incident
response and containment
protocols. 

SBI probes suspected dark
web exposure of 3,897 

customer records
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FINAL REMINDER CUM FORFEITURE NOTICE TO THE HOLDERS OF PARTLY PAID-
UP EQUITY SHARES (ISIN: IN9201F01013) FOR PAYMENT OF FIRST AND FINAL 

CALL MONEY 
Notice is hereby given that the Company has, on Monday, October 19, 2026, dispatched the 
Final Reminder cum Forfeiture Notice to the holders of partly paid-up equity shares on which the 
First and Final Call Money, made pursuant to the Letter of Offer dated February 20, 2025, 
remains unpaid. The notice has been sent through e-mail to holders whose e-mail addresses are 
registered and through permitted modes to the others. 
Call money payable ı 5/- per partly paid-up equity share 
Payment period Friday, November 06, 2026 to Friday, November 20, 2026 (both 

days inclusive) 
Payment may be made through NEFT / RTGS or by Cheque / Demand Draft as per the 
instructions given in the notice. Holders who have not received the notice may download it from 
www.shriniwasleasingfinance.in or request a duplicate from the Registrar and Transfer Agent. 
In terms of Article 24 of the Articles of Association of the Company, in the event of non-
payment of the First and Final Call Money on or before Friday, November 20, 2026, the 
partly paid-up equity shares on which the call money remains unpaid will be liable to be 
forfeited, without any further notice, along with the amount already paid thereon. 
Registrar and Transfer Agent: Skyline Financial Services Private Limited, D-153A, 1st Floor, 
Okhla Industrial Area, Phase-I, New Delhi – 110020; Tel: 011-40450193-97; E-mail: 
info@skylinerta.com 

Place: New Delhi 
Date: October 21, 2026 

For Shri Niwas Leasing and Finance Limited 
Sd/- 

Rajni Tanwar 
Managing Director | DIN: 08201251 
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NEW DELHI  : (AGENCY)
Share price gains by IT
services companies follow-
ing artificial intelligence
(AI) partnership
announcements may be
ahead of the actual busi-
ness benefits, as such part-
nerships become increas-
ingly common, according
to an ICICI Securities
report. In its report titled
"AI partnership tiers
become table stakes; execu-
tion is the real differentia-
tor," the brokerage said
investors would increas-
ingly focus on actual AI
deployments, revenue
growth and profitability
rather than partnership
announcements alone.
"Given how attainable
these thresholds are, such
moves may run ahead of
the economic value they
signal," the report stated.
ICICI Securities noted that
shares of a mid-sized
Indian IT services compa-

ny rose by a high single-
digit to low double-digit
percentage in a single ses-
sion after it announced
mid-tier partnership status
with a leading AI provider.
However, the brokerage
cautioned that partnership
status does not necessarily
translate into commercial
success. "Announcements
backed by tangible commit-
ments, such as dedicated
business units, large-scale
training programmes or
co-funded investment,
deserve more weight than
tier status alone," the
report said. The brokerage
highlighted that most large
Indian IT companies could
qualify for top-tier partner-
ships with AI providers
such as OpenAI and
Anthropic, as the require-
ments are relatively small
compared with their work-
force and client base. For
instance, Anthropic's
Global Premier.

AI partnerships alone may
not drive IT stocks ; Revenue,
execution key : Report
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The Chhattisgarh govern-
ment, under the leadership
of Chief Minister Shri
Vishnu Deo Sai, is strength-
ening sports infrastructure
across the state to nurture
emerging talent and provide
players with access to better
training facilities. In a signif-
icant step in this direction, a
multi-purpose indoor bas-
ketball stadium has been
constructed in Jashpur, the
Chief Minister’s home dis-
trict, at a cost of ?3.52 crore.

The facility is expected
to provide young players
with improved opportuni-
ties to hone their skills,
practise regularly and pur-
sue their sporting ambi-
tions. The development of
modern sports infrastruc-
ture is also aimed at encour-
aging greater participation
in sports and helping local
talent progress towards
competitive events at the

district, state and national
levels. Chief Minister Shri
Vishnu Deo Sai inaugurated
the multi-purpose indoor
basketball stadium during
his visit to Jashpur on
March 28, 2026. The facility
provides a dedicated venue
for practising a range of
indoor sports, offering play-
ers a more conducive envi-

ronment for training. It is
particularly significant for
talented youngsters from
rural and tribal areas, who
stand to benefit from
improved access to sports
infrastructure and opportu-
nities to develop their abili-
ties. Basketball, chess, car-
rom and table tennis under
one roof The multi-purpose

indoor stadium offers facili-
ties for basketball, chess,
carrom and table tennis,
enabling children and
young people to pursue dif-
ferent sporting disciplines
at a single location. The
availability of these facilities
is expected to encourage
regular practice and help
players improve their skills

in their chosen sports. The
indoor facility also allows
players to continue training
without being unduly
affected by adverse weather
conditions. While basketball
helps develop physical fit-
ness, alertness, coordina-
tion and team spirit, chess,
carrom and table tennis
encourage concentration,
strategic thinking and men-
tal alertness. By bringing
facilities for multiple sports
together within one com-
plex, the stadium is set to
strengthen sporting activi-
ties in the district and pro-
vide young players with a
more accessible environ-
ment for regular training.
Creating opportunities for
rural and tribal sports.

Jashpur gets a boost to sports infra-
structure under CM Sai’s leadership

Man arrested for raping,
killing 17-year-old girl in
Jharkhand’s Ranchi
RANCHI : (AGENCY) A 23-year-old man was arrested
for allegedly raping and strangling a girl to death in
Jharkhand’s Ranchi district, police said on Wednesday.
The body of the 17-year-old girl, a student of Class 11,
was recovered from bushes at an isolated location
around 2.5 km from her house on Sunday, they said.
The accused, in an inebriated state, allegedly called the
girl over the phone and asked her to accompany him to
a river to bathe on the day of the incident, Muri outpost
in-charge Vikash Paswan said. She reached the spot
with her seven-year-old cousin, and the accused
allegedly raped and strangled her to death, he said. The
accused was arrested on Monday following raids, Silli
DSP Manish Chandra Lal said. “During interrogation,
the accused confessed to the crime. The girl’s mobile
phone and other articles were seized based on his dis-
closure,” he said. Police said the girl had left home with
her cousin, saying she was going to visit her brother
and sister-in-law. The boy returned home after some
time, prompting the family to search for her. Her body
was subsequently found in the bushes, they said.

Explosion in Under-Construction
Bengaluru Building, Cops Suspect
IED Used
BENGALURU : (AGENCY) Two workers were injured
after an explosion in an under-construction building in
Bengaluru on Tuesday, with the police suspecting it to
be an improvised explosive device (IED) blast. The blast
teared through the fifth floor of the multi-storey resi-
dential building on Jarmia Road in the Pulakeshinagar
area.  Officers from the Anti-Terrorism Squad (ATS), the
Internal Security Division (ISD) and the bomb squad
were rushed to the site for inspection. The two workers,
who have currently not been identified, sustained seri-
ous head and facial injuries in the explosion, and have
been admitted to a hospital. "We got to know (about the
incident) only from the hospital," Bengaluru police com-
missioner Seemanth Kumar told reporters on
Wednesday. He said the building was partially occupied
and partially under construction. "We have formed mul-
tiple teams to find out what exactly happened," he said.
He said that the items found at the blast site have been
collected and sent for analysis. Karnataka Home
Minister Priyank Kharge also told reporters that they
are investigating the incident. "Whether it was a chemi-
cal reaction, whether there was an IED, or whatever it
may be, we are investigating. Let the forensic report
come," he told reporters.

Day after Amit Shah's Visit,
CBI takes over Punjab
Activist's Murder Case 
CHANDIGARH : (AGENCY) A day after Union Home
Minister Amit Shah met the family of anti-drug activist
Parvinder Singh Jhota, a team of the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) reached Mansa late Tuesday night
and took over the investigation into his murder from
the local police. The agency is expected to begin its
investigation on Wednesday, marking a significant
development in a case that has triggered political con-
frontation in Punjab over the drug menace, the safety of
those opposing drug trafficking and the state govern-
ment's handling of law and order. The CBI team reached
Mansa following the decision to transfer the case to the
central agency. The transfer comes amid demands from
Jhota's family and political leaders for an independent
investigation, with the case emerging as a major flash-
point between the ruling Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) gov-
ernment and the opposition. The Punjab Chief Minister,
Bhagwant Mann, handed over the investigation to CBI
minutes before Amit Shah's visit to Punjab as he decid-
ed to meet family members of Parvinder Singh Jhota.
Jhota, who had emerged as a vocal figure against drug
abuse and drug trafficking in the Mansa region, was
allegedly murdered in a case that sparked widespread
outrage. His death intensified questions about the risks
faced by people who confront the local drug trade and
the effectiveness of the government's anti-drug cam-
paign. The case gained further political significance
after Union Home Minister Amit Shah met Jhota's family
during his visit to Punjab. The meeting brought the
family's demand for justice into sharper focus and
added to the pressure for an impartial probe. The BJP
has repeatedly attacked the AAP government over the
drug problem in Punjab, accusing it of failing to disman-
tle the drug network despite its public campaign against
narcotics. 

Briefs News

MUMBAI : (AGENCY) 

The probe into Sunday’s fir-
ing at actor Tiger Shroff’s
car in Mumbai has reached
Amritsar, with security
agencies searching for the
man who supplied a pistol
and 20 rounds used in the
attack. Sources said the
weapon and ammunition
were sourced from an
Amritsar-based man, who is
suspected to have procured
them from Pakistan. Punjab
Police sources said the ISI
had been pushing arms into
Punjab on a large scale, pri-
marily through drones.
They said the state had
flagged the surge in cross-
border arms smuggling to
central security agencies,
warning that weapons land-
ing in the border state could
be used by gangsters and
terrorists anywhere in the

country. Pistols have been
traced to Punjab in previous
Bishnoi gang-linked attacks
on film personalities. After
the April 2024 firing outside
actor Salman Khan’s Bandra
residence in Mumbai's
Bandra, Mumbai Police
arrested two suppliers from
Sangrur. The Delhi Police
Special Cell's investigation

found that the weapon had
been sourced from an
Amritsar-based man. As per
news reports, Delhi police
arrested four people in con-
nection with the case: Kunal
(21) and Sumit (19), both
from Sonipat, and Radha
(23) and Babita (23), both
from Uttar Pradesh.
According to the police,

Kunal, who had recently
been released on bail, was
introduced to Anil Pandit, a
32-year-old gangster origi-
nally from Panipat whi is
now based in the US and is
allegedly associated with
the Lawrence Bishnoi gang.
On Pandit’s directions,
Kunal and Sumit collected a
pistol and 20 rounds from

Amritsar. Kunal then per-
suaded Radha to carry the
weapon to Mumbai. Radha
and Babita left New Delhi on
October 15 and reached
Mumbai on October 17. A
minor boy allegedly collect-
ed the bag from Radha near
their hotel. The firing took
place the next evening. The
two women returned to
Delhi on October 18 and
were picked up on October
20. Mumbai Police have
secured three-day transit
remand for the four

accused. Three rounds were
fired at Shroff’s car near
Pushpa Park in Juhu as he
was leaving a football
ground. The actor escaped
unhurt, but his driver was
injured. Hours later, a man
identifying himself as Anil
Pandit claimed responsibili-
ty in a video and warned.

that anyone in the film
industry working with
Salman would be targeted
next.

Punjab Police regularly
report recoveries of
weapons smuggled across
the border. On September
14, DGP Gaurav Yadav said
the Counter Intelligence
wing had busted 92 terror
modules and arrested 686
terrorists since March 2022.
During this period, it had
recovered 54 rifles, 599
revolvers and pistols, 131
hand grenades.

Tiger firing probe reaches Amritsar; agencies hunt pistol supplier

GUWAHATI : (AGENCY)

Lakhs of Durga Puja rev-
ellers gathered at the
Bishnupur Sarbajanin
Durga Puja pandal in
Guwahati as the puja com-
mittee celebrated its 76th
year and Platinum Jubilee in
2026 with a unique, water-
based 'Naglok' or Kingdom
of Serpents theme. he pan-
dal has emerged as a major
attraction with its underwa-
ter-inspired design, featur-
ing a Shivling beneath a
waterfall at the entrance
and beautifully crafted
sculptures of Naag Devta. In
a distinctive arrangement,
visitors can travel through
the water-themed setting in
specially arranged boats to
reach the main puja pandal
and witness the idol of
Goddess Durga. The unique
concept has drawn large
crowds, with visitors
expressing excitement and
admiration for the elaborate
decorations and creative
presentation. Five-year-old

Mridhusmita Pal, a Class II
student, shared her excite-
ment after visiting the pan-
dal. "I felt very good, and this
puja was also very good. We
are so happy to see Naglok
today. It has been made so
beautifully. Inside, I saw
Durga Maa, Naag and Cheel.
I liked everything."
Bishnupur Durga Puja
Committee adviser Piyush
Kanti Dey said the Naglok
theme was chosen to make
the Platinum Jubilee cele-
bration special by present-
ing traditional stories and
the divine forms associated
with the serpent kingdom.

"This year's theme is
Naglok. We have presented
the divine forms associated
with the Naag Devta

through this concept. I have
been involved with this
puja for 76 years, and as we
are celebrating our
Platinum Jubilee, I wanted to
introduce a special theme
for the occasion. We always
try to bring something new
and create an attraction that
people have not experi-
enced before."

Dey also said the com-
mittee had made special
arrangements to manage
the large crowds and ensure
the safety of visitors.
Volunteers and NCC.

cadets have been
deployed, while CCTV cam-
eras are being used to mon-
itor the premises. He added
that the committee was pre-
pared to assist children, eld-
erly visitors and anyone
requiring immediate help,
with a focus on ensuring a
smooth and safe experience
for everyone. The 76th edi-
tion of the Bishnupur
Sarbajanin Durga Puja has
turned into a major festive
attraction in Guwahati.

Guwahati's 'Naglok' Theme Durga
Puja Draws Record Crowd

After the April 2024
firing outside actor
Salman Khan’s
Bandra residence in
Mumbai's Bandra,
Mumbai Police
arrested two suppli-
ers from Sangrur. 

The facility is expected to
provide young players with
improved opportunities to
hone their skills, practise
regularly and pursue their
sporting ambitions.

HYDERABAD : (AGENCY)

The Directorate of Revenue
Intelligence (DRI) has
arrested five people for
their alleged involvement in
smuggling foreign-origin
gold from Bangladesh and
transporting it to
Hyderabad via Kolkata. Gold
weighing about 3.1 kg and
foreign currency worth a
combined Rs 5.84 crore
were seized during the
operation. According to the
DRI, officers of its
Hyderabad Zonal Unit and
Vijayawada Regional Unit
launched a coordinated
operation after receiving
specific intelligence about a
gang involved in smuggling
gold from Bangladesh.
Investigators suspected
that the gang was bringing
gold from Bangladesh, rout-
ing it through Kolkata and
transporting it to
Hyderabad for sale. Acting
on the intelligence, DRI offi-
cers intercepted a Scorpio

vehicle on the outskirts of
Vijayawada. During the
search, they found foreign
currency hidden inside a
specially made cavity in the
vehicle, the agency said.

The two occupants of
the vehicle were questioned
and allegedly revealed that
they had delivered the
smuggled gold on the out-
skirts of Vijayawada. They
also told investigators that
the foreign currency recov-
ered from the vehicle was
part of the proceeds from
the sale of the smuggled
gold. Based on the informa-

tion obtained during ques-
tioning, officers traced
three more suspected carri-
ers travelling towards
Hyderabad in a public bus.
The bus was intercepted at
a toll plaza, where the sus-
pects were searched.
Officers recovered three
foreign-origin gold bars
weighing a total of 3,147.1
grams, or approximately
3.1 kg, from the three men.
The gold bars had been con-
cealed inside a pouch tied
around their waists, appar-
ently to avoid detection. The
seizure also included USD

60,000 and 21,500 euros,
which investigators believe
were linked to the sale of
the smuggled gold. The total
value of the seized gold and
foreign currency was esti-
mated at Rs 5.84 crore. All
five accused, allegedly
involved in procuring and
transporting the contra-
band, were arrested and
produced before the juris-
dictional magistrate.  They
were subsequently
remanded to judicial cus-
tody while the agency is
continuing its investigation
to identify other members
of the suspected interna-
tional smuggling network.

Gold, Foreign Currency Worth Rs 5.84
Crore Seized In Hyderabad, 5 Arrested

GUWAHATI : (AGENCY)

Two previously unknown
subterranean fish species
have been discovered in
wells in Assam's Goalpara
district, state environment
and forests minister Jayanta
Malla Baruah said on
Wednesday. Scientists have
identified Gitchak nakana, a
tiny, transparent and blind
loach, and Rakthamichthys
anchi, a transparent, eel-like
fish, marking a significant
contribution to biodiversity
research, Baruah said in a
social media post.

Gitchak nakana meas-
ures around two centime-
tres and has a reddish
appearance because its
transparent body reveals its
blood and internal organs.
Rakthamichthys anchi,
meanwhile, is a slender sub-
terranean fish belonging to
the swamp eel family. Both
species are adapted to life in

underground groundwater
environments, making their
discovery particularly sig-
nificant for scientific
research. The specimens
were collected by
researcher Wimarithy K.
Marak, who shared a pho-
tograph with her supervi-
sor. The second discovery
followed when one of her
relatives found another
subterranean fish while
cleaning a well, the minister
said. These observations
helped researchers docu-
ment species that had
remained unnoticed for
years, he added. The
research involved collabo-
ration with international
scientists.

2 subterranean fish
species discovered in

Assam's Goalpara district

MUMBAI : (AGENCY)

A court here on Wednesday
remanded three key
accused apprehended in
connection with firing at
actor Tiger Shroff to police
custody till October 31. The
accused were brought to
Mumbai from Kota in
Rajasthan early on
Wednesday. The trio is iden-
tified as Rehan alias Sukka,
from Sonepat in Haryana;
Ritik Kurmi alias Roshan,
originally from Begusarai in
Bihar and living in Mumbai;
and Phool Singh from
Haryana. The crime branch
probing the case produced
them before a magistrate
court and sought their cus-
tody for 14 days for a
detailed investigation. The
police told the court that
they needed to recover the
weapons used in the crime
and the accused had
destroyed two mobile
phones. The custody was
required to unearth the
conspiracy and the motive

behind the incident, the
police said. Defence lawyers
Ajinkya Mirgal and
Satyabrat Joshi opposed the
remand, saying that the cus-
tody was not required for

the recovery of weapons.
They also submitted that
the accused have been
interrogated while they
were in the transit remand.
The court, after hearing
both sides, remanded the
accused to police custody
till October 31. Based on
specific information, the
Kota city police had nabbed
the trio from a train on
Monday. They were handed
over to Mumbai Police,
which formally arrested
them and produced.

Tiger Shroff firing: 3 key
accused remanded to police 

custody till October 31
MANSA. (AGENCY)

Hours after Union Home
Minister Amit Shah met the
family of slain anti-drug
activist Parvinder Singh
Jhota at their residence in
Mansa on Tuesday, a five-
member CBI team reached
the town and began investi-
gating the murder case.  The
CBI has registered a fresh
FIR in the Jhota murder case
in Chandigarh, an officer
part of the team that
reached Mansa for the
probe said. The CBI team
also met Jhota’s family at
their residence. The team
first visited the Mansa City-
2 police station and took
possession of the case
records from the local
police. The five-member
team, reportedly from
Delhi, included two officers.
Also read: Hours ahead of
HM visit, Punjab hands over
Jhota murder probe to CBI
Voices against drugs not
safe under AAP: Shah meets

families of victims in Punjab
Mansa DSP (Headquarters)
Pushpinder Singh, who met
the CBI team, said, “FIR No.
269, registered at the
Mansa City-2 police station,
pertains to this case. 

At the family’s demand,
Chief Minister Bhagwant
Mann had directed that the
case be investigated by the
CBI. The CBI team arrived
here to take up the investi-
gation. We will support the
team.” The development
came barely eight hours
after Shah met Jhota’s fami-
ly on Tuesday and demand-

ed for justice. During the
meeting, the Union Home
Minister reportedly asked
the family to wait for 24
hours for action and
assured them that the
investigation would be com-
pleted within 120 days.
Notably, Chief Minister
Mann had, on Tuesday
morning, just a few hours
before Shah’s visit to
Punjab, announced the
decision to hand over the
probe into the murder to
the CBI. In a post on X,
Mann said the state govern-
ment stood firmly with

Jhota’s father and family in
their fight against drugs. He
added that the decision to
hand over the case to the
CBI had been taken in
response to the family’s
demand. Jhota was allegedly
shot dead at a chemist shop
in Mansa on October 13 fol-
lowing a confrontation over
the alleged sale of banned
drugs. The incident was
streamed live on his
Facebook page. The murder
triggered widespread
protests, with residents and
activists demanding a thor-
ough probe and action
against those allegedly
involved in the drug trade.

The family had been
demanding a CBI probe into
the killing and the alleged
nexus between drug smug-
glers, the police and political
representatives. Its other
demands included the resig-
nation of Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann on moral
grounds and of the Punjab
DGP.

Hours after Amit Shah's Punjab visit, CBI
team reaches Mansa to probe Jhota murder

According to the DRI, offi-
cers of its Hyderabad Zonal
Unit and Vijayawada
Regional Unit launched a
coordinated operation after
receiving specific intelli-
gence about a gang
involved in smuggling gold
from Bangladesh.
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NEW DELHI : (AGENCY)

Between his senior India
debut in 2011 and coming
October 27, star playmaker
Manpreet Singh played 430
matches, won two Olympic
medals and became a three-
time Asian Games gold
medallist, but never got a
chance to play in front of
fans in his home state –
Punjab. In less than a week,
that void will be filled by the
Asian Champions Trophy
2026, which will be hosted
in Jalandhar and Mohali.

Of the two venues, the
one in Jalandhar holds spe-
cial significance for six
members of the Indian
squad selected for the tour-
nament: not just will they
play at home in Punjab, but
also on the same ground
where, in Manpreet’s
words, they “dared to dream
big.” Manpreet, captain

Harmanpreet Singh,
Mandeep Singh,
Jarmanpreet Singh, Dilpreet
Singh and Krishan Pathak
cannot wait to step onto the
same pitch where they
spent their teen years learn-
ing the sport together.

“It is going to be an

emotional moment,” said
Manpreet in a press release.
“When we were selected for
the national camps, we car-
ried our dreams with us.
The time we spent at the
Surjit Hockey Academy
taught us not just how to
play but also emboldened us

to dare to dream big," he
added. Dilpreet is the
youngest among the six,
and the excitement in his
voice could be felt even
more. “Our careers
launched from here, I played
my first national (champi-
onship) from here before

getting selected for India,”
said the 26-year-old striker.
The excitement of playing at
home in Punjab is not just
restricted to players; their
parents too are itching to
get inside the stadium and
see their children for the
first time while playing for
India. “My parents keep
asking me when is the tour-
nament beginning, when
can we come; they even
want to come and watch me
in training sessions,” said
Dilpreet, inspired to pursue
sports by his grandfather
who was a long-jumper and
father who used to play
hockey. For goalkeeper
Pathak, the motivation is
even bigger as he makes his
India comeback after a long
gap of nine months. An
overwhelmed Pathak
thanked all who made an
international tournament in
Punjab possible.

Punjab 2026 brings life full circle for
India's Surjit Hockey Academy stalwarts

Who is Sheetal Devi, Kishtwar’s
armless archer who won silver
at Asian Para Games?
JAMMU. (AGENCY) Sheetal Devi (19), who comes from
a humble family in the remote mountain village of
Liodhar in Kishtwar district in Jammu and Kashmir has
brought laurels to the country by winning silver medal
along with Payal Nag in the women’s double event in
archery at the Asian Para Games – 2026. Born with a
rare congenital condition – Phocomelia – which affects
the development of upper or lower limbs of a child,
Sheetal never allowed her weakness to come in her way
of her success. In 2023, her sporting journey reached
new heights when she won two gold medals and a silver
medal at the Asian Para Games, in Hangzhou, China.
Sheetal received the Arjuna Award in 2024. Sheetal
Devi’s journey in archery started at a local sports camp
held by the Army in Kishtwar in 2021 under Operation
Sadbhavana. The coaches of the Army were impressed
by her confidence and grit as they discovered her talent
and decided to help her in archery. The Army also sup-
ported her in education and medical treatment. The
armless archer who holds the bow with her foot
became a sensation with her performance at multiple
national and international games. Her father Maan
Singh is a farmer and her mother Shakti Devi is a
housewife. The Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Shrine Board
(SMVDSB) started her professional training at the
Board’s sports complex in Katra in 2022 and has also
trained many other para-athletes at their modern sports
complex.

Malerkotla’s Mohd Yasser
clinches silver in shot put at
Asian Para Games
JALANDHAR  : (AGENCY) Mohd Yasser, a 31-year-old
para athlete from Malerkotla in Punjab, has won a silver
medal in shot put with a throw of 15.06 metres at the
Asian Para Games in Japan. Hailing from Amargarh
tehsil, Yasser has now won his second medal at the
event, having clinched bronze in 2018. A recipient of
the Maharaja Ranjit Singh Award, Yasser was barely
five when he lost his left arm in an accident after his
hand got caught in a fodder-cutting machine, changing
the course of his childhood. Recalling those difficult
days, his father, Saudagar Khan, said Yasser had always
been passionate about sports. “The accident turned our
lives upside down. There were difficult moments, but he
never gave up on sports. He started playing volleyball
and kabaddi before eventually taking up shot put,” he
said. For Yasser, however, the accident never became a
reason to doubt himself. He said he was too young
when it happened and gradually adapted to life with the
disability. “I never had self-doubt. I was very young
when the accident happened, and I got used to living
with it,” he said. Yasser’s talent was spotted by
Harminder Pal Singh Ghuman, an athletics coach from
Malerkotla, when he (Yasser) was competing at the col-
lege level. Recognising his potential in shot put, Ghuman
began training him. “I knew he would excel in shot put,
so I started training him. It has now been more than 10
years, and I am proud of what he has achieved,”
Ghuman said.  

VBF fencers put on a strong
show in first Senior Ranking
Fencing Tournament 2026-27
AHMEDABAD : (AGENCY) Fencers from Vijayi Bharat
Foundation (VBF) won seven medals across the
women’s foil, sabre and epee events in the recently con-
cluded 1st Senior Ranking Fencing Tournament
2026–27, held in Ahmedabad. The standout result came
in women’s foil, where Dippanshi Netam, Jasmine and
Kanupriya secured gold, silver and bronze respectively,
securing three out of the four medals at the podium.
Organized by the Amateur Fencing Association of
Gujarat State under the aegis of the Fencing Association
of India, the tournament featured competition across
the women’s foil, sabre and epee events, according to a
press release from VBF. VBF athletes also secured podi-
um finishes in women’s sabre and epee. Nitika won sil-
ver in sabre, while Vandita Barad and Abi Devi
Laishram claimed bronze medals in the same event.
Nelcyrose Devi added another bronze in women’s epee,
taking VBF’s tally to seven medals across the three dis-
ciplines. With three medals in women’s foil, three in
sabre and one in epee, the athletes secured seven of the
12 medals on offer across the women’s events. VBF’s
medal tally spanned all three women’s individual
events, reflecting the performance of its athletes across
different fencing disciplines. In women’s foil category,
Gold medal was won by Dippanshi Netam.
Jasmine got the silver medal and Kanupriya bagged the

bronze medal.

Briefs News

DUBAI : (AGENCY)

Following a bumper T20I
series against India, West
Indies skipper Shai Hope
entered the top 10 in the
ICC T20I Rankings among
batters, while Afghanistan
stars Rashid Khan and
Sediqullah Atal made major
advances in the ODI
Rankings.  Hope finished
the T20I series as the lead-
ing run-scorer during a 2-2
draw against India, accu-
mulating 261 runs in four
innings at a strike rate of
over 190, including two
centuries and a half-century.
He was also named 'Player
of the Series' for his contri-
butions with the bat. Hope
is in the top 10, moving up
from 11th to ninth after a
match-winning 102 not out
in the fourth match of the
series against India, which

ended in a 2-2 draw.
Sherfane Rutherford’s 49
not out off 26 balls in the
fourth T20I lifted him six
places to 18th, while spin-
ner Gudakesh Motie is up
10 places to 26th among
bowlers, as per ICC. Atal and
Rashid made major gains in
the ICC Men’s ODI Player
Rankings after helping their
team secure an impressive
158-run victory over
Zimbabwe in the United
Arab Emirates (UAE) Tri-
Series in Abu Dhabi on
Monday. Left-handed open-
er Sediqullah struck 102 as
Afghanistan posted a total of

294 after electing to bat. His
'Player of the Match' effort
helped him gain 12 slots
and reach 20th position
even as Rashid’s haul of
four for 17 that included the
prize scalp of Sikandar
Raza, has helped him con-
solidate his position at the
top of the bowling rankings,
taking him a good 80 rating
points ahead of Abrar
Ahmed. Bangladesh batter
Tanzid Hasan’s knock of 46
in the opening match of the
UAE Tri-Series, which they
lost to Zimbabwe, sees him
move up three places to
21st, while fast bowler
Taskin Ahmed is up nine
places to a career-best 12th
place after a haul of three
for 44 in the loss.  There is a
jostling of places on the
table there, with the slots
from 11 to 20 covered by
just 28 points.

Shai Hope enters top 10 among
T20I batters following 

bumper series against India

NAGOYA. (AGENCY)

Indian powerlifter Kasthuri
Rajamani won a silver
medal in the women’s 67kg
category at the Asian Para
Games here on Wednesday.
Kasthuri, who hails from
Tamil Nadu, lifted 108kg in
her third and final attempt
to rise to the second posi-
tion after her nearest rival
Kim Hyeonghui faltered in
her last lift and settled for
bronze with a best of
107kg. The gold went to
Uzbekistan’s Rukhshona
Uktamova, whose best was
127kg. The 42-year-old
Kasthuri, who is afflicted
with polio in both her legs,
lost her mother as a child

and was raised by her
grandmother. She had fin-
ished fifth in the previous
edition of the Games. This is
India’s second.

Powerlifter Kasthuri Rajamani
wins silver in Asian Para Games

RAIPUR : (AGENCY)

Former India captain
Harmanpreet Kaur fought
back tears after ending a
prolonged lean patch with a
blistering unbeaten 91 off
41 balls against Zimbabwe
in the third and final T20I
here. Harmanpreet, who
stepped down as India cap-
tain across formats earlier
this month, had not scored
a half-century in her last 10
matches. She did not have
much success with the bat
in the Women’s T20 Asia
Cup as well as the Asian
Games, despite India win-
ning both titles comfortably.

“It feels great. Just wanted
to enjoy myself, and great
that I got some time in the
middle and really enjoyed
myself on the field,”
Harmanpreet told the host
broadcaster during the
innings break. The 37-year-
old was not able to control
her tears in a post-innings

chat with the on-air com-
mentators. WV Raman, who
was also the head coach of
the Indian women’s team,
was speaking with
Harmanpreet when the lat-
ter broke down. “The
moment we came, you
stepped in and you said,
‘Now you do what you want
to do,’ and that’s what I
want to do, and really want
to enjoy myself. Thanks for
those words.” Harmanpreet
said there is no pressure on
her anymore, having
resigned as captain. “I don’t
think there is any pressure
anymore. Now it’s all about
going out there and enjoy-

ing myself on the field, and
that’s exactly what I want to
do,” she said. The right-
handed batter, who
smashed 10 fours and five
sixes, including some meaty
blows down the ground,
also credited her work in
the nets. “After the Asian
Games, I got some time in
the nets. I really want to
thank Himanshu bhaiya
(her batting coach), who’s
been working really hard
on me, and today’s batting
was all him.” After the
match, Harmanpreet
reflected more on her
innings. “I think I hit the
(second).

Harmanpreet Kaur breaks down after
a statement knock against Zimbabwe

CHRISTCHURCH :
(AGENCY)

Unbeaten in their last two
T20 series here, the
Shreyas Iyer-led India
would rely heavily on their
batting firepower to outwit
New Zealand even though
the relatively inexperienced
tourists have got barely two
days to rest, acclimatise and
train for the five-match rub-
ber beginning here on
Thursday. Their most
recent T20 clash on New
Zealand soil was in 2022 in
Napier where the rain-
interrupted match ended in
a tie via the Duckworth-
Lewis method. The series,
however, was claimed by
India who managed to win
the only game that was not
wrecked by inclement
weather.

In the line-up of batters
chosen for the upcoming
assignment, only four have
previously played T20Is in
New Zealand. That includes

skipper Iyer, Ishan Kishan,
Sanju Samson, and Shivam
Dube.

Therefore, even though
the likes of Abhishek
Sharma, Tilak Varma and
15-year-old sensation
Vaibhav Sooryavanshi are
known marauders, the
nippy and seaming condi-
tions in this part of the
world would need some
adjustment. For Iyer, the
challenge would be to prove
himself in a challenging
away assignment after his
tenure began with back-to-
back losses in Ireland and
England. Mitchell Santner's
New Zealand would be
eager to make it as difficult
as possible for Iyer, who is
coming here after India's
second successive gold-win-
ning run at the Asian Games
and a drawn hard-fought
home series against the
West Indies. However, if the
New Zealand series follows
the script that unfolded in
the UK earlier this year,

pressure will only mount
on Iyer, who is expected to
lead India in the T20 World
Cup to be held in Australia
and New Zealand in two
years' time.

A confident Iyer said his
team is used to playing in
different conditions, having
taken a long flight from
India hours after sharing
the home series against the
West Indies. India are also
without two proven match-
winners in injured all-
rounder Hardik Pandya,
who led the team when they
toured in 2022, and pace
spearhead Jasprit Bumrah,
who will only play ODIs and
Tests in this tour.

However, even though
Sooryavanshi is likely to
warm the bench, the batting
is oozing with firepower as
demonstrated by Abhishek
and Samson in the home
assignment against the
West Indies. By Iyer's own
admission, it is the bowling
that needs fixing. The
return of veteran pacer
Bhuvneshwar Kumar after
nearly four years and fit-
again mystery spinner
Varun Chakravarthy should
solve part of the problem
but questions remain over
the abilities of all-rounders
Nitish Kumar Reddy and
Shivam Dube. India like to
bat till number eight and
they are unlikely to shed
that mindset to strengthen
their bowling.

On-song India look to beat
travel fatigue in T20 series

opener against New Zealand

D-7, Regal Connauth place, New Delhi-110001

CHRISTCHURCH :
(AGENCY)

India T20 captain Shreyas
Iyer on Wednesday said
young batting sensation
Vaibhav Sooryavanshi can-
not walk into the playing
eleven just yet as Abhishek
Sharma and Sanju Samson
are scoring consistently at
the top, insisting that the
teenager will get his
chances in due course. Since
being picked for the
England and Ireland tour
earlier this year,
Sooryavanshi has featured
in only eight of the 21 T20Is
India have played so far as
regular openers Abhishek
and Samson have been per-

forming consistently. Both
of them played a key role in
India defending their T20I
World Cup title earlier this
year. It's important that a
talent like him
(Sooryavanshi) should
always be happy around the
dressing room, Iyer said on
the eve of a five-match
series against New Zealand
here. He is very young, he
has more years to get
opportunities. It's not like
he can walk in right now,
because our openers are
scoring consistently, and
they have won the World
Cup. At the Asian Games,
Samson dropped down to
number three to accommo-
date Sooryavanshi, allowing

the youngster to open the
innings. Iyer, however,
believes the youngster's
exposure to overseas condi-
tions will help him prepare
better for future assign-
ments. So, if you see, when
he is coming overseas, he
will get a fair idea how to
play on these particular

wickets. Next time, whenev-
er he comes in these condi-
tions, he will be very well-
prepared. And he can also
instruct the other team
members, whoever comes
here for the first time. India
have arrived in New
Zealand following an
intense scheduling block

that included back-to-back
home series against
Afghanistan and the West
Indies, alongside participa-
tion in the Asian Games
over the past month. We've
done that in the past, espe-
cially after finishing the
Afghanistan series. We
went to Ireland, and we got
a couple of more matches in
between. 

But it's fun at the same
time to be travelling, playing
and getting accustomed to
new conditions. Well, we
just want to put the reasons
aside and see to it how we
would be planning to win.
That's the chat going on
inside the dressing room.
Used to batting on flat pitch-

es at home, India will have
to adapt quickly to the pace-
friendly conditions and the
cold weather in New
Zealand.

Iyer said his team is
used to the grind. If you look
at the conditions here, fast
bowling suits here. It's not
like the conditions are com-
pletely different. In England,
the way we played, they had
prepared wickets according
to our batting, he pointed
out. But on a given day, no
one knows how the wicket
will be. So, we will try to
acclimatise as soon as pos-
sible. And once we have a
good practice session, every
individual will get a fair idea
of how to plan.

'Vaibhav can't walk into India XI yet, openers scoring consistently': Iyer
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The surprise in the newest
episode of Rise and Fall
Season 2 came as Rise and
Fall Season 1 favorite
Pawan Singh returned to
the Tower, and two Rulers
were to drop to the
Basement. Following a dou-
ble eviction that saw Kajal
and Sara exit the house,
Gautam Gulati and Priyanka
Chahar Choudhary found
themselves confronting a
familiar problem as their
viewpoints did not align.
For the time being, the two
agreed to stay on the same
page while they remained
in the Basement, putting
their differences aside until
they made their way
upstairs and gained the
freedom to forge separate
alliances. Meanwhile,
another conversation drove
intrigue in the Penthouse,
where Irina Rudakova and
Niharika Tiwari discussed
the possibility of Jashwant
Bopanna attempting to
build a romantic angle with
Niharika—a proposition
she had little interest in
entertaining. The Rulers
geared up for an entertain-
ment-packed night of dance,

masti, and performances,
with Jashwant and
Niharika, Irina, Karan Patel
and Rishabh, and Shehzad
Poonawalla and Swara
Bhasker all set to take the
stage. Just as the excitement
built, a buzzer announced a
special arrival: Bhojpuri
cinema superstar Pawan
Singh returned to the
Tower. Reflecting on his
experience in the game,
Pawan opened up about the
initial adjustment, saying,
“Mera mood badalte rehta
tha…Shurwati mein first
day laga mera saans rukh
jaayega khule mein rehene
ki aadat hai but dheere

dheere”. With the stage set,
Swara and Shehzad stepped
into the role of hosts for the
Ultimate Entertainment
Night, keeping the energy
high as the contestants took
over. Niharika and
Jashwant put their best foot
forward, while Karan and
Rishabh brought the laughs
with their playful imper-
sonations of the Rulers and
Workers. Irina turned up
the tempo with her dance
moves, and Pawan joined
her, taking the evening from
a series of performances to
a full-blown celebration.
The Rulers’ entertainment
night. (AGENCY)

Kim Kardashian has found
inspiration for her first
Halloween look of 2026
right at home. The reality
TV star has recreated her
eldest daughter North
West's style, complete with
a blue wig, bold makeup
and the accessories that

have become part of the 13-
year-old's look. Kim
Kardashian shared pictures
of her transformation on
Instagram on October 20.
She captioned the post
“Halloween 2026.” The look
was inspired by North's
promotional pictures for

her debut EP, N0rth4evr,
which was released in May.
Instead of choosing a tradi-
tional Halloween character,
Kardashian went for a look
that closely matched her
daughter's music-era style.
The 46-year-old wore a
black N0rth4evr album
cover T-shirt over an over-
sized striped full-sleeved
top, paired with a pleated
miniskirt. A bright aquama-
rine-blue wig, similar to
North's hairstyle, completed
the outfit. The details were
just as important to the
recreation. Kim added a
spiky skull necklace,
bracelets, dramatic fake
eyelashes and elaborate nail
art. She also copied North's
facial piercings, including a
faux bridge piercing, along
with silver studs on her face
and body. High-ankle sneak-
ers finished the look. North
is Kardashian's eldest child
with her ex-husband, rap-
per Kanye West. She has
been exploring music and
released her debut EP,
N0rth4evr, in May. She also
made her voice-acting debut
in the 2023 animated film
PAW Patrol: The Mighty
Movie and has appeared in
social media content. with
her mother. Kim Kardashian
and Kanye West have three
other children together:
Saint, Chicago and Psalm.
The former couple share
joint legal and physical cus-
tody of their children. Kim
Kardashian, who rose to
fame through Keeping Up
with the Kardashians, later
became a familiar face on
Hulu's The Kardashians.
(AGENCY)

Kim Kardashian's First
Halloween Costume of
2026 is Inspired by her
Daughter North West

Nayanthara returns as a
divine figure in Mookuthi
Amman 2, and the trailer
offers a glimpse of a story
that blends mythology with
the present day.  The mak-
ers released the trailer
ahead of the film's theatrical
release on November 6,
2026, during Diwali. The
trailer opens with a glimpse
of the past, where two pow-
erful forces are preparing
for a clash. The story then
moves to the present, where
a similar conflict appears to
be taking shape.  The focus
then shifts to a frightened
police constable who finds
herself caught up in events

much bigger than herself.
What begins as an unex-
pected situation soon
appears to draw her into a
battle involving divine pow-
ers. Nayanthara seems to be
playing two roles in the film,
one as the goddess
Mahasakthi and another as
her modern-day counter-

part. The trailer offers
glimpses of both characters,
who appear to have very
different personalities.
However, how their stories
come together remains
unclear.  Regina Cassandra
plays the antagonist, and her
character appears to be at
the centre of the conflict.
The trailer ends by hinting at
the arrival of three more
divine figures, leaving their
identities and role in the
story open to speculation.
Along with Nayanthara and
Regina Cassandra. the film
stars Duniya Vijay, Urvashi,
Yogi Babu, Abhinaya,
Shruthy S. (AGENCY)

Smriti Irani, Ektaa Kapoor
Bid Farewell To Kyunki Saas
Bhi Kabhi Bahu Thi 2
Producer Ektaa Kapoor and actor-politician Smriti
Irani's show Kyunki Saas Bhi Kabhi Bahu Thi 2 has
come to an end. A sequel to Kyunki Saas Bhi Kabhi
Bahu Thi, the drama aired for 450 episodes. In separate
Instagram posts, Ektaa and Smriti reflected on the expe-
rience of shooting the drama. Smriti called revisiting
the show “a roller coaster of emotions.” Ektaa said that
she had originally planned a shorter run this time
around, but Kyunki Saas Bhi Kabhi Bahu Thi 2 ended up

being on air for
longer than she had
originally thought of.
Ektaa Kapoor On
Kyunki Saas Bhi
Kabhi Bahu Thi 2 In
an Instagram video,
Ektaa shared
glimpses of scenes
from both seasons of
her show. The clip
features Smriti Irani

and Amar Upadhyay as Tulsi and Mihir Virani, along
with appearances from other actors. Talking about
Kyunki Saas Bhi Kabhi Bahu Thi 2, Ektaa said that some
goodbyes are tough, but the show had made her who
she was. “Some goodbyes are hard but there is love in
my heart for Kyuki forever. It's made me who I am. It's
time to say bye to the show that we were to do for 167
eps but ended up doing for 450 eps,” she wrote. The
producer ended the note by signing off, “Love always
for my Kyuki. Until we meet again." Actor Amar
Upadhyay expressed his gratitude for Ektaa in the com-
ments section. “It has been an absolute honor to work
on such an incredible project. Thank you for your con-
tinued trust and support. ,” he wrote. Smriti called the
show “an emotion, a journey of 26 years” and thanked
everyone for their love.  In a separate post, Smriti Irani
said working.(AGENCY)

The trailer opens with a
glimpse of the past, where
two powerful forces are
preparing for a clash. The
story then moves to the
present, where a similar
conflict appears to be tak-
ing shape.

Actor Anupam Kher has
come out in support of
Punjabi singer Daler
Mehndi amid the contro-
versy over his performance
at a Navratri event in
Uttarakhand, saying he was
hurt by the way the veteran
artiste was publicly criti-
cised by a Cabinet minister.

In a video message
shared on Tuesday, Kher
said he had known Mehndi
for the past 20-30 years and
described him as a kind-
hearted person. He ques-
tioned whether the singer
needed to be criticised pub-
licly, saying the minister
could have conveyed his
displeasure in private and
with respect.  Kher also said
he was aware that Mehndi

had not been keeping well
over the past two to three
years. He urged members
of the entertainment indus-
try who knew the singer to
share their experiences and
stand by him during the
controversy. “An artiste
spends an entire lifetime
earning recognition and
respect through hard
work,” Kher said, adding
that Mehndi had enter-
tained audiences for more

than three decades and that
his contribution deserved
appreciation. 

However, the actor clar-
ified that he had not wit-
nessed the incident himself
and could not say exactly
what had transpired. The
controversy has also
brought renewed attention
to a 2024 interview Mehndi
gave to Navbharat Times in
which he spoke about
maintaining his voice and
said he did not drink alco-
hol. “One reason my voice
has remained intact is that
I do not drink alcohol,” he
had said in the interview,
adding that preserving
one’s voice becomes
increasingly challenging
with age. (AGENCY)
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Actor Anupam Kher has
criticised the public humil-
iation of Punjabi singer
Daler Mehndi after his per-
formance at a cultural
event in Uttarakhand was
cut short by a minister who
accused him of being
drunk. Kher condemned
the public allegations, say-
ing that such accusations
against an individual were
unacceptable.

Mehndi, best known
for songs such as Tunak
Tunak Tun, Bolo Ta Ra and
Ho Jayegi Balle Balle, was
performing at the
Siddhpeeth Maa Kunjapuri
Tourism and Development
Fair in New Tehri on
Sunday night when
Uttarakhand Cabinet min-
ister and Narendra Nagar
MLA Subodh Uniyal inter-
rupted him.

Uniyal reportedly
walked onto the stage, halt-
ed the performance and
alleged that the singer was
intoxicated. The claim could
not be independently veri-
fied. A video of the incident,
which has circulated widely
on social media, shows
Mehndi appearing bewil-
dered as the minister repri-
mands him. “Why are you

making a fool of the peo-
ple? Are you drunk? You
can’t even speak, so how
are you going to sing?”
Uniyal is heard asking in
the clip. Coming out in sup-
port of Mehndi, Kher
described the singer as one
of the finest people he had
met and said he knew him
personally. The actor also
claimed that Mehndi does
not consume alcohol and
has been unwell over the
past few years. “Couple of
days ago, I saw a video in
which Daler Mehndi ji was
singing on stage and some
minister got up and spoke
to him insultingly. I wasn't
there so I don't know but
I've known Daler ji for 25 to
30 years. I know that he
does not drink and he is
one of the finest human
beings that I have met. I
personally know that he
has not been keeping well
for two-three years,” Kher
said in a video shared on X.
The veteran actor also
posted a lengthy note on
the platform, expressing
his distress over the way
Mehndi had been treated in
public. He stressed that dis-
agreements over a per-
formance did not justify

humiliating an artist before
an audience. “Nobody
should speak to anybody
like this and that also on a
public forum. This is not
fair. To publicly accuse
someone like this is wrong.
Daler ji I am so sorry,” Kher
wrote. Kher urged mem-
bers of the film industry to
stand by Mehndi following
the incident. The singer
had already received sup-
port from his brother Mika
Singh, comedian Kapil
Sharma, rapper Badshah
and singer Harshdeep
Kaur, who criticised the
treatment meted out to
him. Addressing Uniyal
directly, Kher said the min-
ister could have raised any
concerns privately rather
than confronting the singer
on stage. “Minister ji, you
might have an issue with
his performance.
(AGENCY)

‘To publicly accuse someone
like this is wrong’ : Anupam
Kher on Daler Mehndi row

Anupam Kher backs Punjabi
singer as ‘I do not drink alcohol’

remark resurfaces

When Rajkumar Hirani
released Sanju in 2018, it
did not just break box office
records but also redefined
how Indian cinema
approaches biopics.
Directed by Hirani and star-
ring Ranbir Kapoor in a
career-defining perform-
ance as Sanjay Dutt, the film
showed the rollercoaster of
a star’s life. Backed by a tal-
ented cast starring Paresh
Rawal, Vicky Kaushal,
Anushka Sharma, and
Manisha Koirala, Sanju
tackled heavy themes of
addiction, media scrutiny,
mistakes, and personal rela-
tionships with Hirani’s sig-
nature emotional warmth.
Ever since Sanju set that
benchmark, offers and real-
life scripts have continuous-
ly flooded the filmmaker's
desk. Yet, despite reading
some extraordinary real-life
accounts, Hirani has taken
his time to select his next
biographical feature.

Talking about what draws
him to a real person’s jour-
ney, Rajkumar Hirani
shared: "After Sanju, many
people reached out to me to
make biopics. Most were
success stories. But a sim-
ple success story doesn't
excite me that much. I need
a life with major ups and
downs - great achievement,
but also failure, mistakes,
contradictions, difficult
choices, relationships,
maybe even periods when
the person didn't know
how their own story was
going to turn out. And then
there is something even
more important: the person
has to be willing to open the
door. (AGENCY)

Rajkumar Hirani reveals what
made Sanju special and what
drives his next biopic choice
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