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PM Narendra Modi to inter-
act with National Teacher
Award winners today
NEW DELHI, OPEN SEARCH

On the occasion of Teachers' Day, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi will interact with the
National Teachers Award 2022 winners on
Monday (September 5). The Ministry of
Education on its official Twitter handle
informed that PM Modi will speak with all the
46 awardees at 4.30 pm today. "On the occasion
of Teachers' Day today, Hon'ble Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will interact with the winners
of "National Teacher Award - 2022," tweeted
the Ministry of Education. Earlier today, extend-
ing his greeting on the occasion of teachers' day
PM Modi shared a video to tribute to India's for-
mer president Dr Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan
and hailed the hardworking teachers.
"Greetings on #TeachersDay, especially to all
the hardworking teachers who spread the joys
of education among young minds. I also pay
homage to our former President Dr.
Radhakrishnan on his birth anniversary."
Greetings on #TeachersDay, especially to all
the hardworking teachers who spread the joys
of education among young minds. I also pay
homage to our former President Dr.
Radhakrishnan on his birth anniversary.
pic.twitter.com/WWt4q2appo  Narendra Modi
(@narendramodi) September 5, 2022
President Droupadi Murmu presented the
National Awards to Teachers, 2022 to 46 select
awardees to honour their unique contribution
to school education. Among the awarded teach-
ers, three each are from Himachal Pradesh,
Punjab, Maharashtra and Telangana. 

Army chief General Pande
hands over non-lethal mil-
itary aid to Nepal
NEW DELHI, OPEN SEARCH

Army chief General Pande on Monday handed
over non-lethal military aid to his Nepali coun-
terpart General Prabhu Ram Sharma, with the
assistance covering artillery equipment, mine
protected vehicles, medical stores and even
horses, officials familiar with the matter said.
Pande is on a four-day visit to that country to
strengthen bilateral defence ties. The visiting
army chief was conferred the honorary rank of
general of the Nepali Army by President Bidya
Devi Bhandari, the officials said. The army
chiefs of India and Nepal are the honorary gen-
erals of each other’s armies, an arrangement
that reflects the strong connection between the
two countries. Conferring the chiefs of each
other’s armies the highest rank is a tradition
that Nepal and India have followed since 1950
when then Indian army chief General KM
Cariappa visted Nepal. Pande laid a wreath at
Bir Smarak and inspected a guard of hnour at
the Nepali Army headquarters. Nepal hopes
that Pande’s visit help clear the air on the possi-
ble recruitment of Nepalese citizens under the
Agnipath scheme that aims to induct.

BRIEF NEWS

Dawn of a new era in politics,
CM Arvind Kejriwal launches
26 Schools of Excellence and
15 Model Schools developed on
the lines of Delhi model in
Tamil Nadu

NEW DELHI, OPEN SEARCH

The world witnessed the dawn of a
new era in Indian politics on
Monday. Chief Minister Shri Arvind
Kejriwal and his government in
Delhi have gained prominence as
the flag-bearers of an unprecedent-
ed education revolution in India.
Recognising the same, state govern-
ments across India have started
adopting the Kejriwal Model of
Education in their own capacities. In
what shall go down as a unique first
in the history of India, Chief
Minister Shri Arvind Kejriwal visit-
ed Tamil Nadu today on the invita-
tion of Tamil Nadu CM Thiru MK
Stalin to launch 26 Schools of
Excellence and 15 Model Schools

developed on the lines of Delhi in
Tamil Nadu. Both the CMs also
launched Puthumai Penn Thittam, a
monetary aid scheme offering Rs
1,000 to female students of the state

per month.  SChief Minister Shri
Arvind Kejriwal said, “Back in April,
Tamil Nadu CM MK Stalin had visit-
ed Delhi to see our schools and
Mohalla Clinics; he had announced

this Schools of Excellence project
from there itself, I am happy it took
only 6 months for him to do so. India
will progress only when we learn
from each other and move forward.

Education is key to making India No
1; Tamil Nadu Government has
developed 26 SoEs and 15 Model
Schools, what better could have
been done on Teachers Day.

Delhi has seen a lot of progress
in education, this is a good start in
Tamil Nadu too. Out of the 27 crore
kids that go to school in India, 2/3rd
go to a government school; barring
a few, the condition of most govt
schools is really pathetic in India;
How can India become a developed
country when 66% students are get-
ting rotten education? We can’t
make India a developed country
until and unless we don’t start pro-
viding the same quality of education
as private schools in our govern-
ment schools. It is the right of every
child born in this country to get
good education free-of-cost; it
should be the duty of each govern-
ment to provide good and quality
education to every child free-of-cost.
If all the state governments and the
Centre come together.

Back in April, Tamil Nadu CM MK Stalin had visit-
ed Delhi to see our schools and Mohalla Clinics

An excise official, speaking
on condition of anonymity,
accepted that sub-letting of
licences do happen but it
is difficult to prove.

PANAJI: OPEN SEARCH

Since a non-resident Goan
can't obtain a liquor licence
as a 25-year residence cer-
tificate being mandatory, in
the last decade the trend of
leasing liquor licences has
set-in, leading to illegal oper-
ations, especially in the
tourism hotspots such as
Calangute-Candolim.

One of the conditions for
obtaining licence is that it
can’t be sub-let or leased but
it is being circumvented by
some locals to earn easy
money. ‘At least 100 illegal
wine shops in Calangute-
Candolim belt’ All Goa Liquor
Traders Association presi-
dent Dattaprasad Naik
alleged the excise depart-
ment has closed its eyes to
the malady in the trade but if
it has the will to act, he can
show at least 100 wine stores

operating in the Calangute -
Candolim belt illegally. “Such
wine stores are in operations

in Calangute, Candolim, Colva
and up North in Arambol.
They are mostly by fly-by-
night operators who operate
in a place for two to three
years and disappear. Since
they do not pay any tax to the
government, their profit
margins are higher than us,”
Naik said.

The sub-letting is ram-
pant in the coastal belt with a

licensee can command a pre-
mium rate for his licence
depending on the location.

“Suppose a local having
no interest to operate the
licence, he will give it to a
person from another state
for rent. Charges will be cal-
culated depending on the
business in the area. It can be
Rs 2 lakh a month or even
more,” said Manoj Joshi, a
prominent wine store opera-
tor from Panaji. Naik said the
alcohol trade is one domain

where locals still call the
shots but if the government
keeps its eyes close to the
alleged illegalities, it is a mat-
ter of time before they lose
control.

An excise official, speak-
ing on condition of anonymi-
ty, accepted that sub-letting
of licences do happen but it
is difficult to prove.

Even if they go about
checking such stores, he said,
a lessee operating the store
will be ready with an excuse
that he is the store manager.

“There is no law in place
to stop a licensee from hiring
a manager. Proving a charge
is not easy in such cases. All
documents are in the name of
the licensee,” he said.

The official however,
said they haven’t received
any such complaint of late,
and if there are any, they will
act upon. A member of the
trade who did not want to be
named said, the locals who
lease their licences are at
fault but the government
must not take this issue
lightly.

MUMBAI: (AGENCY)

Union home minister Amit
Shah launched a bitter
attack on the Shiv Sena dur-
ing his visit to Mumbai on
Monday, accusing Uddhav
Thackeray of political
treachery and asking the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
workers in the city to
ensure the Sena’s in the cru-
cial Mumbai civic body elec-
tions later this year. Shah,
who was on a two-day visit
to Mumbai, told party lead-
ers that they must ensure
the BJP wins 150 of the 227
seats in the prestige battle
for the Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation
(BMC) and said that
Mumbai’s politics must be
dominated by the BJP. In
2017, the party won 82
seats. “If you slap someone
anywhere, he will be hurt...
But if you slap anyone in
front of their home, it hurts
the soul. There is an oppor-
tunity to hurt (the Shiv
Sena) in Mumbai,” said
Shah, who was speaking to
BJP legislators and leaders in
Mumbai on Monday. He said

the BMC elections were the
best opportunity to pin the
Thackerays to the ground.
“The dominance of the BJP
must be established over
Mumbai’s politics,” Shah
told a meeting of BJP leaders
in Mumbai.. “…Uddhav
Thackeray betrayed us.
Those who are in the habit
of betraying others in poli-
tics cannot strengthen their
position in politics,” said

Shah. “In politics, you can
tolerate injustice… but
those who betray others
must be punished,” he
urged, calling for the Shiv
Sena to be trounced.

“It is necessary for
every worker of the BJP to
hit the ground in this elec-
toral battle and fight for the
honour of the party,” said
Shah. The former BJP presi-
dent said after the party

came to power in the 2014
Lok Sabha elections under
Narendra Modi, it decided to
negotiate the power-shar-
ing terms with the Sena
based on the BJP’s national
popularity and also to
expand the party’s foot-
print. “However, for just two
seats… the Shiv Sena
snapped the alliance,” Shah
said, adding that the Shiv
Sena was clearly daydream-

ing. “(They felt) where will
the BJP go? We will get
more seats and install our
man as the chief minister,”
he added. But these plans
had come to nought with
the BJP getting more seats
and the Sena emerging as
the smaller party. “It was not
the BJP’s handiwork to
reduce the Shiv Sena to a
smaller party. You broke the
alliance. If the Shiv Sena
became the smaller party,
you (Uddhav Thackeray)
are responsible.

SHIMLA : OPEN SEARCH

The employees of Himachal
Pradesh Tourism
Development Corporation
(HPTDC) would be provid-
ed revised pay scales from
1st January, 2016 as being
given to the other employ-
ees of the State
Government. This was
decided in the 158th meet-
ing of the Board of
Directors of Himachal
Pradesh Tourism
Development Corporation
held here today under the
Chairmanship of Chief
Minister Jai Ram Thakur.
This decision of the Board
would benefit over 1300
employees of the
Corporation who would be
provided annual benefits of
Rs. 12.40 crore.  Chief
Minister said that the State

Government was commit-
ted for the welfare of the
employees and has ensured
that the employees get their
dues well in time. He said
that the Himachal Pradesh
Tourism Development
Corporation during the
month of April to July this
year has registered an
income of Rs. 45.91 crore
and net profit about Rs.
11.79 crore. Jai Ram
Thakur said that the
Corporation would be
authorized to hire the need
based manpower in the cat-
egories of house man, utili-
ty workers, security
guards/chowkidar, special-
ized cook, electricians,
plumber, carpenter, mason,
mali and beldar etc. in order
to streamline the function-
ing of the hotel units. He
said that this would ensure
better services to the cus-

tomers in the tourism units. 
While emphasizing the

need for bringing profes-
sionalism in the functioning
of the corporation, the Chief
Minister felt the need to
bring change in work cul-
ture by motivating employ-
ees of the Corporation
through training, refresher
courses etc. He said that in
house training and refresh-
er courses must be provid-
ed to the staff in food pro-
duction and service etc. He
said that more aggressive
campaigns must be under-
taken for marketing the
properties of the Tourism
Development Corporation
through website and other
social media platforms.
Managing Director HPTDC
Amit Kashyap welcomed
the Chief Minister and con-
ducted the proceedings of
the meeting.

HAMIRPUR: (AGENCY)

Amid the ongoing faceoff
between Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) and Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) over the alleged
liquor scam, Union Minister
Anurag Thakur on Monday
called AAP a "bewdi
sarkar" and alleged that
Delhi Chief Minister and
Deputy Chief Minister
were involved with the
mafia in the liquor scam.
Speaking to media per-
sons in Hamirpur, the
Union Minister said they
are encouraging the liquor
mafia. "The Health
Minister of the Delhi gov-
ernment is in jail, while the
Health Minister of the AAP-
led Punjab government was
also in jail. Imagine the con-
dition of the government
whose ministers are in jail
for corruption. They are
encouraging the liquor
mafia. AAP doesn`t have an
answer to it. It is a corrupt
government. This is the
identity of Arvind Kejriwal-
led Bewdi sarkar," said
Thakur.

"The AAP government

is known for their corrup-
tion," he added, stating,
"Manish Sisodia is involved
in a huge scam while Arvind
Kejriwal is the kingpin of
corruption. AAP is unable to
provide an answer till today.
Its silence on the liquor

scam for 15 days now says a
lot," he said. The excise poli-
cy was passed in Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal-
led Delhi Cabinet in the
middle of the deadly Delta
Covid-19 pandemic in 2021.
The Delhi government`s
version is that the policy
was formulated to ensure
the generation of optimum
revenue, and eradicate the
sale of spurious liquor or
non-duty paid liquor in
Delhi, besides improving
user experience.

Chief Minister said
that the State
Government was
committed for the
welfare of the
employees and has
ensured that the
employees get their
dues well in time.

Deputy chief min-
ister Devendra

Fadnavis said it was
necessary that BJP lead-
ers and workers put
their best foot forward
in preparing for the
BMC elections. “Act as if
this poll (to the BMC) is
the last election
of your life.

““

””

Amit Shah sets 150 target for BMC polls,
says this is chance to hurt Thackeray

‘Bewdi sarkar': BJP's
Anurag Thakur attacks AAP

over Delhi liquor scam

Goa: ‘At least 100 illegal wine
shops in Calangute-Candolim belt’

CM presides over158th meeting
of Board of Directors of HPTDC

He had announced this Schools of Excellence project from there itself, I am happy it took only 6 months for him to do so: CM Arvind Kejriwal
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BENGALURU: (AGENCY)

India has plans to design
and build a new reusable
rocket for the global market
that would significantly cut
the cost of launching satel-
lites, a top government offi-
cial said on Monday. 

"...all of us want launch-
es to be much cheaper than
what we do today,"
Secretary in the
Department of Space and
Chairman of Indian Space
Research Organisation
(ISRO) S Somanath said.

Addressing the seventh
'Bengaluru Space Expo
2022' and later talking to
reporters, he noted that at
present it takes about USD
10,000 to USD 15,000 to
put a one-kg payload into
orbit.

"We have to bring it
down to USD 5,000 or even
USD 1,000 per kg. Only way
to do that is to make the
rocket reusable. Today in

India we don't have reusable
technology yet in launch
vehicles (rockets)," Mr
Somanath said.

"So, the idea is the next
rocket that we are going to
build after GSLV Mk III
should be a reusable rocket,"
he added at the inaugural
session of the international

conference and exhibition.
ISRO, Mr Somanath said,

has been working on vari-
ous technologies, including
the one demonstrated with
Inflatable Aerodynamic
Decelerator (IAD), last
week. "We will have to have
a retro-propulsion to land it
(rocket back on earth)".

Combining these tech-
nologies, ISRO would like to
design and build a new
rocket which will be
reusable, in partnership
with industry, startups and
its commercial arm
NewSpace India Limited
(NSIL). "This is the idea and
we are working on that

idea. That idea cannot be
ISRO's alone. It has to be an
industry's idea. So, we will
have to work with them in
designing a new rocket, not
only designing it, engineer-
ing it, manufacturing it and
launching it as a commer-
cial product and operating it
in a commercial manner,"
he said.

"So, it's a big shift from
what we do today," he point-
ed out. "I would like to see
this (proposal) taking shape
in the next few months."

"We would like to see
such a rocket, a rocket
which will be competitive-
enough, a rocket that will be
cost-conscious, production-
friendly which will be built
in India but operated global-
ly for the services of the
space sector. This should
happen in the next few
years so that we can retire
all those operating launch
vehicles (in India) at appro-
priate time," he said.

AHMEDABAD: (AGENCY)

Hitting at the BJP govern-
ment in the state, Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi on
Monday said that Gujarat
has become the centre of
drugs. "Gujarat has become
the centre of drugs. All
drugs are moved from
Mundra port but your
government doesn't take
any action. This is the
Gujarat model. Gujarat is
one state where you
have to take permission
before protesting; per-
mission from those
against whom protest
will be done," said Rahul
Gandhi.

He further said if
Congress comes to power
in Gujarat, farmers' debts
up to ? 3 lakhs will be
waived off. "Sardar Patel
was the voice of the farm-
ers... BJP on one side makes
his tallest statue and on the
other side, works against
people for whom he
fought... if we come to
power in Gujarat, we will
waive off farmers' debts up

to ? 3 lakhs," he said in
Ahmedabad. Earlier on
Sunday, Rahul Gandhi came
down heavily on the
Narendra Modi-led Central
government and said that
the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) and Rashtriya

Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS)
are dividing the country
and a sense of fear has
engulfed the minds of peo-
ple about "their future, infla-
tion and unemployment
and that's turning them
towards hate."

"Hatred is rising in
India. Fear of inflation and
unemployment is increas-
ing in India, and due to this
hatred is rising. BJP and RSS
dividing the country and
creating fear in the country.

Who gets the benefit of this
fear? Is it poor, farmer, or
small traders who are get-
ting any benefit from the
Narendra Modi govern-
ment? Only two industrial-
ists in the country benefit-
ting from this fear and

hatred," said Congress
MP. He further said that
the Modi government's
policies are benefitting
only two big industrial-
ists. "BJP giving all the
benefits to two people.
Now see Narendra Modi
did demonetisation. Did
it help the poor? The
three farm laws that

were withdrawn later by
the govt were not for farm-
ers but it was for those two
industrialists only. But the
farmers came on the road
and showed their power to
Narendra Modi and when
PM Modi saw this, he had to
take back the three farm
laws," he said.

The Congress leader
further said that the Modi
government broke the
backbone of small and
medium enterprises. 

India To Design, Build Reusable
Rocket For Global Market: ISRO

"Gujarat Has Become Centre
Of Drugs": Rahul Gandhi

AHMEDABAD: (AGENCY)

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi on Monday prom-
ised loan waiver of up to ? 3
lakh to farmers of Gujarat,
LPG cylinder at ? 500
instead of ? 1,000, free elec-
tricity to farmers and up to
300 units of free power to
general consumers if his
party comes to power in the
state. Addressing the
Congress's booth-level
workers at the 'Parivartan
Sankalp Rally' at the
Sabarmati riverfront in
Ahmedabad, Mr Gandhi
made a host of promises to
the people of Gujarat, where
the Assembly polls are due
later this year. He promised
the creation of 10 lakh new
jobs, building 3,000 English

medium schools, free edu-
cation for girls and ? 5 per
litre subsidy to milk produc-
ers.

He said the Congress
will focus on employment in
Gujarat and will provide
jobs to 10 lakh youth. Mr
Gandhi targeted the ruling
BJP, claiming that while it
built the world's tallest stat-
ue of Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel in Gujarat, it worked
against those for whom
Patel lived and died.

The Gujarat Assembly
elections are due in
December this year. Earlier,
the Arvind Kejriwal-led Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) had also
announced a number of
sops and promised freebies
if it comes to power in
Gujarat.

Addressing the rally on
Monday, Mr Gandhi said,
"The BJP government here
will waive loans of top
industrialists, but have you
ever heard that they have
waived loans of farmers? I
promise to waive loans of
up to ? 3 lakh of each farmer
after we come to power in

Gujarat."
He also promised to

provide people with LPG
cylinders at ? 500 instead of
their current price of ?
1,000. Mr Gandhi also
promised free electricity to
farmers and up to 300 units
of free power to general
consumers if Congress

comes to power in the state.
He claimed the BJP, on

one hand, built the world's
tallest statue of Sardar Patel,
on the other hand, it insult-
ed him. "For whom did
Sardar Patel fight and why?
You built his statue, but he
was not just a human being,
he was the voice of farmers
of Gujarat and India.
Whatever he said was for
the benefit of the farmers of
Gujarat and India," Mr
Gandhi said.

Three agricultural laws -
- which were later repealed
by the Narendra Modi gov-
ernment -- were meant to
take away the rights of farm-
ers, he said. "Farmers from
across the country came out
on roads, and the BJP says it
fights for the rights of farm-

ers. On one hand, they built
the tallest statue of Sardar
Patel, and on the other hand,
they attacked all those for
whom Sardar Patel fought
and sacrificed his entire life.
What is the meaning of the
statue?" he wondered.

Mr Gandhi claimed the
BJP in Gujarat has captured
all the institutions, and the
fight here is not between
two political parties but
with every institution which
has been captured by the
ruling party. He also
attacked the government
over the recent seizure of a
large number of drugs,
especially from Gujarat's
Mundra port, and claimed
the Gujarat model is that of
the rule of three-four indus-
trialists. 

PATNA: (AGENCY)

Bihar Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar on Monday met
Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD)
chief Lalu Prasad Yadav at
the latter's residence in
Patna, in the presence of
Deputy Chief Minister
Tejashwi Yadav and former
CM Rabri Devi. "I have spo-
ken with Lalu Yadav. I will
be visiting Delhi, where I
will be meeting President
and vice-President. We will
meet Rahul Gandhi in the
evening," said Mr Kumar
before leaving for Delhi.

Mr Kumar will visit
Delhi today to work for
Opposition unity for the
2024 Lok Sabha elections.
He is likely to meet
Opposition leaders in the
national capital in his bid to
unite them to fight against
BJP in the 2024 Lok Sabha
polls.

This will be the first
visit of Mr Kumar after he
broke his alliance with the
BJP and joined hands with
Tejashwi Yadav's Rashtriya
Janata Dal, the Congress and

other parties to form a
'Mahagathbandhan' gov-

ernment in Bihar.
Before, embarking on a

Delhi visit, the Janata Dal
(United) held its two-day
national executive and
national council meeting.

While addressing the
executive meeting, Mr
Kumar said, "If all
(Opposition) parties fight
together, the BJP will be
packed or limited to about
50 seats. we will work on
that. BJP has disrupted the

social and communal har-
mony." While lashing out at

the National Democratic
Alliance (NDA), Kumar said,
"Everything was going good
after we broke the NDA
alliance earlier, but then we
made the mistake of joining
hands with them again in
2017, due to which many
people from some states
parted ways from us. But
now that we split again,
many of them said good
going." Meanwhile, various
posters of Nitish Kumar

projecting him as a prime
ministerial candidate in the
2024 Lok Sabha election
were seen in Patna on
Thursday. The posters put
up by JD(U) promised good
governance, and gave the
slogan 'Pradesh mein dikha,
desh mein dikhega'.

Taking a swipe at BJP,
another poster carried the
caption, "Jumla Nahi
Haqiqat Hai" (No lies only
reality).

Additionally, Tejashwi
Yadav had earlier stated
that Kumar could be a
"strong candidate" for the
Prime Minister's post in the
2024 elections.

In 2020, the BJP-JD(U)
fought election in an
alliance and went on to
form the government with
Nitish Kumar being given
the Chief Minister's post. In
less than two years' time,
Nitish Kumar flipped his
choices and in a surprise
move went on to stitch an
alliance with RJD and
Congress to form a 'Grand
Alliance' government in
Bihar.

Nitish Kumar Meets Lalu Yadav, Will
Meet Rahul Gandhi Later Today

Class 12 Student Dies In
Ambala As Army Vehicle

Hits Bike: Police
AMBALA: (AGENCY)

A class 12 student died allegedly after an army vehicle hit
his motorcycle on the Air Force Road here on Monday,
police said. The incident occurred when Udit and

Lokesh, students of the
Kendriya Vidyalaya,
Ambala Cantonment,
were going to school on
a motorcycle. They fell
on the road after the
army truck allegedly hit
their two-wheeler, police
said. Police said the two
were rushed to the Army

hospital where Udit was declared dead on arrival. Lokesh
has suffered serious head injuries and is undergoing
treatment. A police officer said a case had been regis-
tered and an investigation was underway.

Arshdeep Singh, Trolled
For Missed Catch, Gets

Punjab Leaders' Support
CHANDIGARH: (AGENCY)

Punjab Education Minister Gurmeet Singh Meet Hayer
has come out in support of Indian cricketer Arshdeep
Singh, who is being brutally trolled for a missed catch in
the India-Pakistan T20 nail-biter in Dubai last night. The
24-year-old medium pacer from Punjab's Mohali
dropped a crucial sitter in the Asia Cup match that ended
with Pakistan clinching victory with five wickets in hand

and one ball to spare. The
cricketer has been merci-
lessly trolled for the
missed catch, with a sec-
tion of social media users
blaming him for the
defeat. In a message of
solidarity to the crick-
eter's mother, the minis-

ter told her over the phone, "If you are given the ball in
the death overs, then it signifies that the skipper trusts
you. Everyone has their good and bad days. Sports
should be treated like it is. He has performed in every
game. You and me will go to receive him at the airport."

Responding to the criticism of her son's performance
in last night's match, Arshdeep's mother said: "See, even
(Virat) Kohli had a slump in the previous matches, and
he just got back to form. I have asked him (Arshdeep) to
return with the Cup." Mr Hayer told Arshdeep's mother:
"You ask Arsh to focus on the game and once he returns
after winning the game (the final), we will receive him
with pomp and show." Former Punjab Chief Minister
Captain Amarinder Singh also weighed in for the young
Punjab bowler. In a Facebook post, Mr Singh said: "Quite
unfortunate that Arshdeep Singh is being mocked at for
a dropped catch. Such things happen in sports, particu-
larly under such tremendous pressure. 

Arvind Kejriwal Unveils Delhi
Model School Plan In Tamil Nadu

CHENNAI: (AGENCY)

The Tamil Nadu government on Monday launched the
Schools of Excellence and Model Schools Scheme, which
is broadly based on schools in Delhi with upgraded infra-
structure and improved learning opportunities.
Launching the scheme in Chennai in the presence of his
Tamil Nadu counterpart M K Stalin, Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal said states should learn from each other
on good practices transcending party politics and called
for Centre-states cooperation to give fillip to the school
education sector. If state and central governments came
together, Mr Kejriwal said that within five years, all gov-
ernment schools in the country could provide best edu-
cation to students. The Delhi Chief Minister inaugurated
the scheme in an event held at the state-run Bharathi
Women's College in Chennai. Though everyone wanted
the country to become developed, he wondered if it was
possible if 66 per cent children get "rotten education" in
state-run schools. As many as 26 Schools of Excellence
and 15 Model Schools are covered under the Tamil Nadu
government scheme, apparently in the initial phase.
'Thagaisal Palligal' and 'Mathiri Palligal'.

Loan Waiver, Cheaper Gas: Rahul Gandhi's Promises Ahead Of Gujarat Polls

CHITRADURGA: (AGENCY)

A local court on Monday
ordered the chief pontiff of
Murugha Math
Shivamurthy Murugha
Sharanaru, who is facing
charges of sexual abuse of
minor girls, to be sent to
judicial custody for nine

days, i.e.,  till September 14.
The police did not seek
extension of the police cus-
tody in which he was held
since September 2.
Following this, the Second
Additional District and
Sessions Court sent him to
judicial custody. He was
taken to the Chitradurga
district jail after the court
hearing. The pontiff was in
police custody for the last
three days. He was arrested
on the night of September 1

and produced before the
judge at her residence, who
sent him to judicial custody.
On September 2 morning,
he was presented before
the court which had
remanded him to police
custody. The Mysuru city
police had recently filed an
FIR against the seer under

the Protection of
Children from Sexual
Offences (POCSO) Act
and certain sections of
the Indian Penal Code for
the alleged sexual abuse.
The FIR was registered
against a total of five
people, including the
warden of the prominent

Lingayat Muth's hostel,
based on the complaint by
an officer of the District
Child Protection Unit. Two
high school girls had
approached a non-govern-
mental organisation in
Mysuru and narrated the
alleged abuse, following
which it approached the
authorities and the case
was registered by the
police. The case was subse-
quently shifted to
Chitradurga.

Rape-Accused Karnataka
Seer Sent To Judicial

Custody Till September 14

Briefs News

MUMBAI: (AGENCY)

Shiv Sena's Uddhav
Thackeray has betrayed the
BJP and must be "taught a
lesson", Union home minis-
ter and the BJP's chief
strategist Amit Shah said at
a meeting of party leaders in
Mumbai today. "We can tol-
erate anything in politics
but not betrayal," sources
quoted Mr Shah as saying at
the meeting.   Mr Shah,
sources said, had accused
the former Maharashtra
Chief Minister of being
responsible for the split in
his party and the subse-
quent events. His "greed",
Mr Shah said, was the rea-
son a section of his party
had turned against him,
brushing off any BJP hand
in the rebellion by Eknath
Shinde and the subsequent

toppling of the Maha Vikas
Aghadi government headed
by Mr Thackeray.   Uddhav

Thackeray, Mr Shah said,
had not only betrayed the
BJP but also "betrayed the
ideology and also insulted
the mandate of the people of
Maharashtra". His party has
shrunk today because of his
"greed for power", not the
BJP, sources quoted him as

saying. "Today I want to say
again that we never prom-
ised Uddhav Thackeray the

post of Chief Minister. We
are people who practice
politics openly and not in
closed rooms," Mr Shah had
asserted.

Those who cheat in pol-
itics must be punished, Mr
Shah had declared.  This, he
had added, can be achieved

through "Mission 150" for
the coming civic elections in
Mumbai. The
B r i h a n m u m b a i
Corporation is the country's
richest civic body which the
BJP has been trying to con-
trol for long.

"Under the guidance of
Narendra Modi, the target of
the BJP and the real Shiv
Sena alliance should be to
win 150 seats in the BMC
elections. The public is with
the BJP led by Modi-ji. Not
with Uddhav Thackeray's
party which betrays ideolo-
gy," he had said.

The Sena and the BJP
had shared an uneasy rela-
tionship since the alliance
broke in 2014 over seat
sharing in the run-up to the
assembly polls but they got
together after the state
delivered a split verdict.

"Uddhav Thackeray Needs To Be Taught
A Lesson": Amit Shah At BJP Meet PALGHAR : (AGENCY)

A day after Cyrus Mistry's
death in a car crash near
Mumbai, a video shows the
Mercedes SUV on the road,
moments before the acci-
dent on Sunday afternoon.
Cyrus Mistry, a former Tata
Sons chairman, was travel-
ling in a Mercedes GLC
Sports Utility Vehicle with
Darius Pandole, a former
independent director in the
Tata Group, his wife Anahita
Pandole and brother
Jehangir Pandole. CCTV
footage shows the car
speeding towards a check-
point minutes before the
accident on a bridge over
river Surya. The car would
go on to hit a road divider
on the bridge at Charoti
Naka, around 135 km from
Mumbai. An eyewitness,
who works at a mechanic's
shop, saw the accident. He

rushed to the spot after
hearing a loud crash.
Anahita Pandole, a Mumbai-
based gynaecologist, was
driving the car. The police
say she may have lost con-
trol of the car while overtak-
ing another vehicle at a high
speed, from the wrong side,
and hit a road divider.

Cyrus Mistry and
Jehangir Pandole, who were
in the backseat, were killed.
They weren't wearing seat
belts, according to police
sources. Anahita Pandole
and Darius Pandole, both
sitting in front, were seri-
ously injured. The police
are analysing.

On CCTV, Cyrus Mistry's Luxury
Car Minutes Before Fatal Crash
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PM Modi, I plead before you,
please don’t ruin families like
this, you can handcuff me and
throw me into jail, why did you
have to force an officer into
committing suicide?: Dy CM
Manish Sisodia

Dy CM Manish Sisodia poses
three critical questions before
PM Modi 

-PM Modi must answer to the
nation why officers are being
harassed to an extent of com-
mitting suicide under his gov-
ernment?: Dy CM Manish
Sisodia

NEW DELHI, OPEN SEARCH

In a shocking revelation today,
Deputy Chief Minister Shri Manish
Sisodia exposed the conspiracy
behind the unfortunate death of a
CBI officer involved in the investi-
gation against him. He informed
that CBI’s Deputy Legal Advisor
Jitendra Kumar was being pres-
sured into framing a fake case so
that the CBI could arrest the Delhi
Dy CM. He said the officer
harassed to the extent of commit-
ting suicide when he refused to do
so. Talking about the same, Shri
Manish Sisodia stated, “PM Modi, I
plead before you, please don’t ruin
families like this, you can handcuff
me and throw me into jail, why did
you have to force an officer into
committing suicide?”  He further
posed three critical questions
before PM Modi, saying, “PM Modi

must answer to the nation why
are officers being harassed to an
extent of committing suicide
under his government? Is running
Operation Lotus the sole job and
motive of PM Modi’s government?
How many more officers will have
to lay down their lives before you
till you let democratically elected
governments run in peace?”  He
added, “This country is not a
banana republic. It is high time
PM Modi stops coercing the CBI to
overthrow governments and
focuses on building schools-hospi-
tals and controlling rising inflation
and unemployment. This must be
the first time that we’re seeing
such a government that has
forced its own officer into com-
mitting suicide to let its plans of

overthrowing a government suc-
ceed. It is a matter of shame and
disgust that an officer was
harassed like this; he was being
forced to make the CBI’s case
legally viable to frame & arrest me.
I am standing in solidarity with the
family of the deceased officer, I
offer my deepest condolences to
them.” These people have stooped
to such an extent that they tor-
tured their own officer to wrong-
fully make a case against me: Dy
CM Manish Sisodia

Deputy Chief Minister Shri
Manish Sisodia said, "Two days
ago, an officer of Central Bureau of
Investigation died by suicide. The
news of his suicide was covered
by the entire media.  The name of
the CBI officer who committed

was Jitendra Kumar and held the
post of Deputy Legal Advisor in
the Anti-Corruption Branch. His
job was to give legal sanction to all
the CBI proceedings after verify-
ing their legality. The frivolous FIR
filed against me in relation to
Excise Policy was under his super-
vision. I got to know that he was
under extreme pressure to plant a
fake case against me and he was
being forced to give legal sanction
for my arrest. He opposed the
sanction but he was mentally tor-
tured. He had no choice but to
resort to taking his life." 

He continued, "It is deeply
saddening and disturbing that a
CBI officer, who very well knew
that the entire matter against me
was frivolous, was pressured to an

extent that he committed suicide.
These people have stooped to
such an extent that they tortured
their own officer to wrongfully
make a case against me legally
sound. Unfortunately, he took his
life. My heartfelt condolences to
his bereaved family in such diffi-
cult times." He asserted, "I want to
say this to the Prime Minister that
if he wants to implicate me in a
frivolous case, you can go ahead.
You have conducted a raid and
filed a false FIR. If you want to get
me arrested, you can tell me the
time and place. I will be there to
get arrested but do not torture the
officers in this manner. You are
destroying families which is com-
pletely wrong. You only think
about how to misuse the CBI-ED,
how to topple the democratically
elected governments.  and how to
trade MLAs all day long. When will
you think about building schools
and hospitals? When will you do
something to curb inflation?
When will you solve the problem
of unemployment?" Shri Manish
Sisodia concluded, "I am in deep
pain after knowing about this
tragic incident and I want to ask
three questions to the Prime
Minister in relation to pressuring
CBI officer Jitendra Kumar to
wrongfully make a legally sound
case against me. Firstly, why are
the CBI officers bring pressured to
an extent that they are forced to
commit suicide? To what extent
will you toture the officers of your
own government to crush your
political rivals? 

DCPCR slaps notice on MCD
for poor quality of education 

NEW DELHI, OPEN SEARCH

The Delhi Commission For Protection of Child Rights has
slapped a notice upon the MCD for poor quality of educa-
tion in its schools. The Commission has ordered an
inquiry into the repeated failure of MCD administered
schools. The MCD has been given two weeks to reply to
notice issued by DCPCR. It has been asked to submit its
reply before September 19. 

Divulging more information on the development,
DCPCR Chairperson Shri Anurag Kundu tweeted,
“DCPCR has ordered an inquiry regarding the absolutely
poor quality of education in MCD schools. MCD schools
performance has been ranked amongst bottom 5 in
whole India. 

The Notice of Inquiry issued by DCPCR states, “The
responsibility of imparting primary education lies with
the Municipal Corporation of Delhi. Therefore the find-
ings of the National Achievement Survey(NAS) 2021 for
class 3 is a direct commentary on the quality of teaching
and learning in Municipal Schools. The NAS class 3
results paint a dismal picture of teaching and learning in
Municipal Schools which rank Delhi amongst the lowest
5 performing states in India. In fact, the class 3 results of
Municipal Corporation of Delhi is below national aver-
age in all three subjects: Language, Maths, and
Environmental Studies. The average state score for class
3 in language is merely 52 percent while the national
average is 62%.” It further reads, “Let it be noted that the
poor performance cannot be pandemic as the score for
class 3 in National Achievement Survey 2017 was mere-
ly 58%. Therefore, the Commission issues notice to
Municipal Corporation of Delhi seeking explanation of
the poor performance. The explanation must be filed
within 2 weeks, not later than 19.09.2022”

40-year-old man killed over
a plate of momos in Delhi

NEW DELHI, OPEN SEARCH

A 40-year-old man was murdered an 18-year-old boy
who lives in the same neighbourhood of Mohan Garden
in west Delhi on Saturday night after a brief scuffle which
began after a plate of momos that the latter was eating
fell down when the former brushed past him near a local
kiosk, police said on Sunday. The alleged attacker, Nakul
Kumar Das, who was drunk at the time of the incident,
was handed over to the police by his family within hours
of the murder, police said.

The victim was identified as Jitender Mahto, who is
originally from Sitamarhi in Bihar but was living in a
rented house in Sainik Enclave, near Mohan Garden in
Ranhola with his wife, three children and brother. His ail-
ing parents live in their native village. The first informa-
tion report (FIR) was registered on the statement by
Jitender’s friend, Virender Kumar Mahto, who is also an
eyewitness to the incident. According to investigators,
Jitender’s murder took place around 9pm at a crowded
market in the Tiranga Chowk area of Mohan Garden.
Police officers, quoting the statement by Virender, said
that Jitender called him on Saturday evening and asked
him to meet him at the market. The two earlier sold
clothes on footpaths in the market but shut down the
business around two months ago. Jitender used to work
as a local building contractor. “As we had not met for the
past several days, I went to meet Jitender. We were talk-
ing at a pan-tobacco kiosk. Nakul Kumar, whom we
knew as he lived in the nearby area, was eating momos
at an adjacent shop. As we started leaving, Jitender’s
shoulder touched Nakul’s hand due to which his plate of
momos fell on the road,” an investigator said citing
Virender’s statement. “Nakul who appeared drunk and
was carrying a bottle of beer in his hand, started abusing
Jitender. An altercation broke out between them and it
soon turned into a fight. During the fight, Nakul took out
a knife from his pocket and stabbed Jitender in his neck.
Jitender started bleeding and as some onlookers and I
tried to help him, Nakul fled,” the officer added quoting
the statement. Police said Jitender was rushed to a near-
by hospital, where the doctors declared him brought
dead. A police team along with forensic experts reached
the crime scene after being informed about the murder.
They collected evidence from the spot and reached the
police station, where they found Nakul had already sur-
rendered. According to police officers, Nakul’s family
members found him near a petrol pump in Ranhola and
noticed blood on his clothes.

Felicitated 338 teachers
whose students per-
formed 100% in 12th
and 10th board result.

Main focus on reevalua-
tion of every school infra-
structure, training of
every teacher and re-
start of Teachers Award
in NDMC –Chairman
NDMC.

NEW DELHI, OPEN SEARCH

New Delhi Municipal
Council (NDMC) celebrated
the Teachers Day in which
338 teachers were felicitat-
ed with the certificates and
trophies for their students
100% results in 12th and
10th Class board examina-
tion by the Chairperson,
NDMC, Shri Bhupinder
Singh Bhalla. On the occa-
sion Vice Chairperson-Shri
Satish Upadhyay, Members
of Council, Shri Kuljeet
Singh Chahal, Smt Vishakha
Sailani, Shri Girish
Sachdeva and Director
(Education) Shri RP Sati
accompanied him. In his
address Shri Bhalla
informed that in NDMC

education department’s
focus will be on the reeval-
uation of every school
infrastructure to improving

the facilities. He said that
NDMC is framing a training
calendar for NDMC teacher
to implement the National
Education Policy. Chairman,
Shri Bhalla also assured to
restore the NDMC Teacher
Award for their contribu-
tion in the field of educa-
tion. NDMC Vice Chairman,
Shri Upadhyay recalled the

Indian tradition of teaching
and learning in the “Guru
Shishya Parampra” and
said that in Indian Culture

Guru/Teacher is equal to
the God who shows the
path of moksha. He further
said that the new National
Education Policy which is
being implemented in
NDMC, every teacher has a
duty to implement it in its
true spirit to ensure devel-
opment of the nation.
NDMC Member Shri Kuljeet

Singh Chahal said that after
visits conducted by him in
NDMC Schools; he
observed scope of

improvement at infrastruc-
ture level. He suggested
NDMC may collaborate
with organization like NIFT.
He also informed that
major changes will reflect
soon in education system in
NDMC. Shri Chahal also vis-
ited in the morning at
Navyug School, Satya Sadan
and appreciated the servic-

es given by the teachers
and encouraged the stu-
dents to do better in their
lives. NDMC Member, Smt
Vishakha Sailani men-
tioned that for
Aatamnirbhar Bharat, good
education is the first step
for making future of the
children and youth in
school and colleges. She
said that teachers’ role is
very important for making
India self reliant. She
appreciated the efforts of
NDMC teachers for excel-
lent result at par with pri-
vate schools of the Capital.
On the occasion of
Teachers Day, 338 teachers
of 28 Schools were selected
for the felicitation for their
12th and 10th class stu-
dents 100% results. In the
celebration function, 12
Head of Schools /Principal
were also felicitated for
their 100% result of school
in board examination. Eight
teachers were also felicitat-
ed for 100% result of their
respective subject. One
teacher was felicitated for
his special contribution for
making NDMC school web-
sites.

Briefs News

NDMC celebrates Teachers Day

GHAZIABAD: OPEN SEARCH

Jaipuria Institute of
Management, Ghaziabad,
on Saturday commenced
‘Shubharamabh: Pre-
Induction Program’ to wel-
come the batch of 2022-24
MBA students. Held on the
institute’s campus on 3rd
September, the Pre-
Induction Program began
with the inaugural session
attended by some noted
industry leaders and vision-
aries from the corporate
world.

The event was graced
by the presence of Mr.
Ashissh Kapoor, Associate
Director, Ernst and Young,
India and Bangladesh; Dr.
Pramod Kumar, Vice
President and Delivery
Head, Tech Mahindra; and
Mr. Manas Ranjan Rout,
Chief Executive Officer and
Director at Cognitrex
Consultants Pvt Ltd. Among
those present from Seth
Anandram Jaipuria Group
of Educational Institutions
were Shri Shishir Jaipuria,
the Group’s Chairman; Mr.
Vinod Malhotra, Advisor
and Member of Board; and
Dr. Daviender Narang,
Director of Jaipuria Institute

of Management. In his inau-
gural address, Sh. Shishir
Jaipuria spoke of the chal-
lenges and opportunities of
Industry 4.0 and the need
for the students to develop
the necessary 21st century
skills to become competent
and effective managers,
entrepreneurs and busi-
ness leaders. Each one of
the guests from the industry
shared valuable insights
about corporate dynamics
and inspired the students of
the new batch to excel in
their higher education by
building a realistic outlook
towards the business world.

The program has set
the right tone for the insti-
tute’s induction program
that is scheduled for the stu-
dents in the days to come.
The session aided the stu-

dents in understanding the
skills required in the cur-
rent scenario, along with
the importance of emotion-
al intelligence. Post the
inaugural session, the stu-
dents of Batch 2022-24
interacted with the alumni
from various batches. These
alumni are well settled in
the top-notch corporates.
The alumni have set a clear
path for the current batch.

A day prior to
Shubharambh, the students
had an extremely rejuvenat-
ing experience marked by
the Yagya ceremony and
Hare Rama Hare Krishna
chanting. The institute fur-
ther plans to undertake a
twenty days’ intensive
induction program in order
to enhance aptitude, com-
munication and emotional

skills of the students.
Domain-specific training,
case study, methodology,
management games along
with human values and pro-
fessional ethics training is
also planned.

The Pre-Induction
Program is paramount to
train the students and get
them on a common ground
to start the journey of man-
agement education for the
transformation of their
lives. Jaipuria Institute of
Management has NAAC
Grade ‘A’ accreditation and
offers an AKTU approved 2-
year full-time MBA program
with specializations in
Marketing, Finance, HR,
International Business,
Information Technology,
and Operations and
Business Analytics. 

NEW DELHI, OPEN SEARCH

Sportspersons from Delhi
are consistently performing
well in various national and
international tournaments.
In this vein, a 20 member
state badminton team is
heading to participate in
the North Zone Badminton
Championship, which is
scheduled to be held in
Jammu Kashmir from
September 8-11. Ahead of
the championship, the
Deputy Chief Minister Shri
Manish Sisodia met the
team on Monday, to moti-
vate them and extended his
best wishes to each mem-
ber. While interacting with
team members, Shri
Manish Sisodia said, “This
badminton team of Delhi
has been training hard for
years and will now partici-

pate in the North Zone tour-
nament and later in the
National tournament. All
these 20 players are future
world champions who have
an unwavering spirit to
bring laurels to the country.
They will definitely return
as winners and in future
they will bring many more
medals from international
championships.”  Shri
Manish Sisodia said that
badminton has recently
emerged as one such sport
in which our players have
performed exceptionally
well at the international
level and brought laurels to
the country. Badminton
craze is on rise among Delhi
youth too and to support
the players, Delhi govern-
ment is building world-class
infrastructure for bad-
minton.

Departments have been
assigned different
responsibilities on 15
focus points regarding
the Winter Action Plan,
instructions have been
given to submit their pri-
mary report to the
Environment
Department by
September 7: Gopal Rai

NEW DELHI, OPEN SEARCH

The Kejriwal Government is
working on war footing to
combat air pollution. A ray
of hope in that prospect has
come from the prepara-
tions of the Winter Action
Plan for which several agen-
cies are now accelerating
progress. Today,
Environment Minister Shri
Gopal Rai held a joint meet-
ing with all the 30 depart-
ments concerned at the
Delhi Secretariat regarding
the Winter Action Plan.
Officials from Environment
Department, DPCC,
Development Department,
Delhi Cantonment Board,

CPWD, DDA, Delhi Traffic
Police, Delhi Police, DTC,
Revenue Department, DSI-
IDC, Education Department,
DMRC, PWD, Transport
Department, NHAI, Delhi Jal
Board, DUSIB, NDMC etc.
were present during the
meeting. The Environment
Minister said, “All the
departments have been
assigned different responsi-
bilities on the prescribed 15
focus points, according to
which the Winter Action
Plan will be prepared. All
the departments have been
directed to submit their

preliminary reports/sug-
gestions to the
Environment Department
by September 7. Based on
which the Environment
Department has been
directed to submit a detailed
action plan to the govern-
ment under the Winter
Action Plan by September
15.” Addressing all the jour-
nalists during the press
conference held at the Delhi
Secretariat after the meet-
ing, Environment Minister
Shri Gopal Rai said, “The
Kejriwal Government has
intensified.

Jaipuria Institute of Management, Ghaziabad, commences 'Shubharambh: 

Pre-Induction Program' amid industry leaders
Dy Sisodia meets badminton

stars of Delhi heading for North
Zone Badminton Championship

Kejriwal Govt. to soon launch Winter
Action Plan against pollution

CBI’s Deputy Legal Advisor Jitendra Kumar was being
pressured into framing a fake case so I could be arrested

When he refused to do so, he was harassed to the extent of committing suicide: Dy CM Manish Sisodia

All departments to submit primary report by September 7

Extends best wishes to team for the tournament



EDITORIAL

AIFF elects a player
THE election of former footballer Kalyan Chaubey as presi-
dent of the All India Football Federation (AIFF) brings the
curtain down on a sorry saga that brought to relief all that’s
wrong with the sport in the country. The story had a politi-
cian who had to be removed from the president’s post by
the Supreme Court (SC); it involved a Committee of
Administrators (CoA) that seemed to exceed its brief in
running AIFF and preparing a draft constitution for it; it
also had football’s world governing body FIFA  an organisa-
tion frequently rocked by corruption scandals  which put a
ban on AIFF and made the Indian Government and the SC
act as per its will; the politicians and the courts, worried
that the ‘honour’ of India would suffer if FIFA took away
India’s hosting rights for the Under-17 Women’s World
Cup, swiftly withdrew the mandate of the CoA, which had
been formed by the SC. Chaubey’s election, with a 33-1 win
over former India captain Bhaichung Bhutia, was not with-
out controversy. Congress leader Manvendra Singh  son of
former BJP stalwart Jaswant Singh  said Union minister
Kiren Rijiju ‘influenced’ the election process. Bhutia’s nom-
ination was proposed by Andhra Pradesh and seconded by
Rajasthan, but he did not get the support of his home state,
Sikkim, and he alleged it was so because of ‘meddling’ by
the ruling Sikkim Krantikari Morcha. Chaubey is a BJP
politician, having contested the 2019 parliamentary elec-
tion. The new vice-president is Karnataka Legislative
Assembly member and Congress leader NA Haris, who
defeated Manvendra. Bhutia had been part of the
Trinamool Congress before he launched the Hamro Sikkim
Party. In other words, after long-time president Praful Patel
a Nationalist Congress Party leader  was removed by the SC,
politics and Indian football remain deeply intertwined.
Indian football has been languishing in the lower echelons
of the global sport for decades and there is no realistic hope
of the national team becoming even a continental power in
the coming decades. 

ARUN MAIRA

INDIA is the densest large country in the world. It has less
land per capita than China, whose population India will
soon exceed, and is much denser than the US, the third
most populous country. The Indian economy must create
millions more jobs. Cities are engines of growth and create
more jobs per square mile than rural areas. Therefore,
more urbanisation is inevitable in India. The country’s
urban planners should be the best in the world to facilitate
faster and more inclusive growth. People should have
greater voice in urban planning than investors and
landowners. Not only is this an ethical imperative, but also
a scientific necessity. What is the purpose of a city? Which
is the best city in the world from an economic perspective?
It would be the city that has enabled the largest number of
persons to increase their incomes and wealth in the short-
est time, and with the least support from public finance.
This research would guide India’s urban planners towards
the forms of cities that provide better, and more cost-effec-
tive solutions. The result of research by Jeb Brugmann to
find the best city in the world from an economic perspec-
tive is startling. He indicates in his book, Welcome to the
Urban Revolution: How Cities are Changing the World, that
Dharavi in Mumbai may be the world’s best city! Large
numbers of rural families from many Indian states have
migrated to the swampland of Dharavi on the outskirts of
Mumbai, where, with their own enterprise, and with hard-
ly any state support, they increased their family’s incomes
and wealth. Within two to three generations, a few busi-
nesses penetrated foreign markets, and many entrepre-
neurs even became millionaires.

Dharavi is an eyesore for modern urban planners. In
their eyes, it is hardly to be emulated as a ‘world class’ city.
For them, it is a slum created by the urban planners’ neg-
lect, one should add. Some ‘world class’ urban planners rec-
ommend that Dharavi should be cleared up, and the value
of the land on which it lies released for foreign investors to
build high. Their plans to attract more investments will
force Dharavi’s entrepreneurs to start anew in a sterile
environment that those urban planners will design for
them. The science of urban planning is divided into two
schools. On one side is the ‘engineering’ school, an icon of
which is Le Corbusier, the architect of the planned city of
Chandigarh. Chandigarh is considered by some as India’s
best-planned city. Corbusier (cited by James C Scott in
Seeing Like a State: How Certain Schemes to Improve the
Human Condition Have Failed) said, ‘The plan is the dicta-
tor’. Chandigarh is a well-ordered city. Corbusier calculated
how much space, and in what configuration, people need-
ed to live. He applied different standards depending on
their status. He also separated activities of government,
education, commerce, etc., into different zones.

On the other side of the urban divide is the ‘organic’
school of development, with its preferences for community
management and ‘mixed use’ areas. Jane Jacobs (author of
Cities and the Wealth of Nations: Principles of Economic
Life and The Death and Life of Great American Cities) is a
champion of this approach. Cities are for people, and they
are shaped by people, she said. Corbusier’s city is a complex
system put into order by an engineer (the ‘dictator’, he
said). Jacobs’ cities are lively democracies. They are also
rich in arts, culture, and music even without great muse-
ums and opera halls. Chandigarh’s evolution has been sti-
fled by its concrete master plan, whereas lively cities are
able to evolve more easily with their citizens’ changing
needs.

Good governance creates good cities. Gandhi provided
his talisman  Antyodaya  as a compass to all policymakers.
‘When you make any policy or plan, think of how it will
benefit the poorest person.’ Urban policymakers must be
guided by it. Cities must fulfil the needs of all their citizens
especially the poorest, who have the least resources, and
struggle the most to live and earn. Do cities belong to
investors who own the cities’ buildings and lands? Or to the
people who live and work in them? For whom should cities
be designed and planned? In practice, owners call the
shots, even in those cities that have elected councils and
mayors. In capitalist economics it is only fair that he who
risks more financial capital, and owns more, should have a
greater say in the governance of the city than those who
cannot afford to risk any financial investments. Thus, the
capitalist principle of ‘property rights’ trumps the ethical
principle of ‘human rights’. Whereas, in genuinely demo-
cratic economies (and cities), human rights must carry
equal (or more) weight.

Cities belong to all citizens
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OPINION

THE marathon 10th review
conference of the Nuclear
Non-proliferation Treaty
(NPT) concluded without
an outcome on August 26 in
New York. “The Nuclear
NPT is an essential pillar of
international peace and
security, and the heart of
the nuclear disarmament
and non-proliferation
regime,” UN Secretary-
General (UNSG) Antonio
Guterres said. The stalemate
has been attributed to
refusal by the nuclear-
weapon states, namely the
US, the Russian Federation,
the UK, China and France, to
agree to any tangible
progress on the implemen-
tation of agreed nuclear dis-
armament commitments.
On August 1, the UNSG’s
address to the NPT review
conference expressed grave
concern that “humanity is
just one misunderstanding,
one miscalculation away
from nuclear annihilation”.
“Almost 13,000 nuclear
weapons are now being
held in arsenals around the
world. All this at a time
when the risks of prolifera-
tion are growing and
guardrails to prevent esca-
lation are weakening,”
Guterres said. In his
address, Japanese PM
Kishida swore to work
towards “the ideal of nuclear
disarmament”. On August 4,
on behalf of US President
Biden, Ambassador
Scheinman assured that
“the United States will con-
tinue the long work toward
eventual nuclear disarma-
ment”.

August also brought
back vivid memories of the
lethal capacity of the bombs
that were dropped on the
Japanese cities of
Hiroshima (August 6) and
Nagasaki (August 9) in
1945. It showed the
destructive human streak

for nuclear annihilation.
Last month, Guterres
became the second UN
chief to go to the bomb site
to share the collective grief
of the Japanese people. The
UNSG alerted the world
about the danger of forget-
ting the lessons of
Hiroshima and Nagasaki.
“Nuclear weapons are non-
sense. They guarantee no
safety  only death and
destruction. Three quarters
of a century later, we must
ask what we’ve learned
from the mushroom cloud
that swelled above this city
in 1945,” the UNSG said.

The world had been
stunned by the dropping of
atomic bombs by US
bombers on Hiroshima
(Little Boy) and Nagasaki
(Fat Boy). They instantly
killed 1-2 lakh people and
destroyed the infrastructure
of both cities. Left with no
choice, Japan surrendered
on August 15. It formally
brought an end to the
World War II. It seems, rat-
tled by the prospects of
impending Russian
advances that would have
forced the Japanese to sur-
render to them, US
President Truman ordered

the use of bombs that
changed the world order
forever. “Japan was already
defeated… dropping the
bomb was completely
unnecessary,” President
Dwight Eisenhower said
years later. On May 27,
2016, Barack Obama
became the first sitting US
President to appear at the
Hiroshima bomb site.
Obama laid a wreath at
Hiroshima’s Peace
Memorial Park and paid
homage to the departed
souls. “We stand here in the
middle of this city and force
ourselves to imagine the
moment the bomb fell... we
listen to a silent
cry…demonstrated that
mankind possessed the
means to destroy itself,”
Obama said. Though short
of a formal US apology, the
sheer presence of the US
President at the site of
Hiroshima bombing reflect-
ed the quest for atonement
and time as the final arbiter
for all. Over the past 77
years, global efforts have
sought to realise the dream
of nuclear non-prolifera-
tion, nuclear weapons free
world and universal disar-
mament. In this respect, the

1968 Non-Proliferation
Treaty (NPT) has been a
significant pillar. Its 191
state parties assembled in
New York during August 1-
26, for the NPT Tenth
Review. It took place in the
aftermath of an unprece-
dented January 3, 2022,
joint statement of the lead-
ers of the five nuclear-
weapon states for
Preventing Nuclear War
and Avoiding Arms Races.
“We affirm that a nuclear
war cannot be won and
must never be fought. As
nuclear use would have far-
reaching consequences, we
also affirm that nuclear
weapons  for as long as they
continue to exist  should
serve defensive purposes,
deter aggression, and pre-
vent war,” the joint state-
ment proclaimed. They also
reiterated their commit-
ment (NPT article VI) “to
pursue negotiations in good
faith on effective measures
relating to cessation of the
nuclear arms race at an
early date and to nuclear
disarmament, and on a
treaty on general and com-
plete disarmament.” Ahead
of the NPT review, the
International Campaign

against Nuclear Weapons
(ICAN) carried out a legal
analysis. It showed that the
nuclear arsenals of China
and Russia have grown; the
UK has raised the cap on
the maximum number of
warheads and the five
nuclear states spent billions
of dollars on nuclear
weapons. Have they pur-
sued negotiations in good
faith (NPT article VI obliga-
tion) to end the nuclear
arms race? The aftermath
of the February 24 Russian
‘special military operation’
in Ukraine and the threat of
potential use of nuclear
weapons pose a grave risk
to the efficacy of the NPT.
Sweden and Norway have
also indicated the adoption
of a new security posture.

The Comprehensive
Nuclear Test-Ban Treaty
(CTBT), adopted vide the
General Assembly resolu-
tion 50/245 on September
10, 1996, requires ratifica-
tion by “all states listed in
Annex 2 to the Treaty”. The
basic obligation under
CTBT would be “not to carry
out any nuclear weapon test
explosion or any other
nuclear explosion”. As on
August 1, 174 nations have
ratified CTBT. Still, seven are
left  US, China, India,
Pakistan, Israel, Iran and
North Korea  out of 44
(Annex 2, Article XIV)
whose ratification is essen-
tial for CTBT to come into
force. Interestingly, all
nations proclaim the objec-
tive of elimination of
nuclear weapons. India’s
nuclear doctrine of January
4, 2003, swears by the
“commitment to the goal of
a nuclear weapon-free
world, through global, verifi-
able and non-discriminato-
ry nuclear disarmament”.
Ironically, the technical bar-
riers remain in the opera-
tionalisation.

AS we celebrate Teachers’
Day, many noble words will
be uttered  almost like ritu-
alistic mantras. As a
teacher, I too feel good
when students send won-
derful messages, and
express their gratitude.
Yet, two disturbing ques-
tions continue to haunt
me. First, as teachers, are
we really committed to the
spirit of the vocation? And
second, does the larger
society really bother about
the teaching community?
With authentic self-reflec-
tion and sociological imag-
ination, we need to
respond to these ques-
tions. To begin with, it is
important to go beyond
the conventional and
stereotypical notion of the
meaning of being a
teacher: a teacher as a
‘subject specialist’ with
the officially sanctified
degrees and certificates
‘covering’ the prescribed
syllabus, ‘disciplining’ her
students, conducting
exams, and grading/hier-
archising them. How many
of us are really willing to
realise that this is a nar-
row and restricted notion
because a teacher ought to
be a wanderer who walks
with her students as co-
travellers, acts as a catalyst,
activates their hidden
potential, and inspires
them to explore the world
through science and poet-
ry, history and literature,
agriculture and carpentry,
and above all, the rhythm
of life and death? Think of
great educationists like
Rabindranath Tagore and
Jiddu Krishnamurti, or
John Dewey and Paulo
Freire. They saw immense
possibilities in the art of
teaching. A teacher, they
felt, can enhance the learn-
er’s power of empathy and
dialogue; a teacher can cul-
tivate the ethic of love and
care; and a teacher can

arouse immense sensitivi-
ty to nature.

However, in this
hyper-competitive age,
when schools measure and
value only the success sto-
ries of the ‘toppers’, there
seems to be nothing left in
teaching/learning beyond
the repetition of frozen
words in textbooks, and
the ritualisation of tests
and exams. No wonder, it is
becoming exceedingly dif-
ficult to distinguish a
teacher from a coaching
centre strategist preparing
her students to be just
‘exam warriors’.

Likewise, we are living
in a society that is not will-
ing to celebrate the true
meaning of the vocation of
teaching. As the rationale
of neoliberalism begins to
shape the discourse of
education, a teacher is
asked to equate knowledge
with a package of ‘techni-
cal skills’, reduce education
into mere ‘training’, and
transform a student into a
‘resource’ to be fitted into
the logic of the market.
This is the death of critical
pedagogy; this is like
killing the soul of the
teacher; and this is like
monitoring her every

movement through the
meticulously designed sur-
veillance machinery, and
measuring her ‘utility’ her
affinity with the market,
and her ability to invite
placement agencies in the
campus. Imagine Paulo
Freire asking his students
to interrogate the domi-
nant common sense of the
age in a fancy neoliberal
university. He will be
expelled, and possibly, the
cops will arrive, and arrest
him!

Furthermore, when
hyper-nationalism with its
visually demonstrative
symbolism becomes the
order of the day, and com-
petitive discourses of
deshbhakti curriculum
invade the classroom,
where is the creative space
for emancipatory educa-
tion that broadens one’s
horizon, and enables one
to embrace the world as a
whole, and question war,
militarism and the politics
of ethnic, religious, caste
and class violence  even if
sanctified in the name of
the ‘nation’? In fact, as we
have already witnessed,
the champions of hyper-
nationalism are likely to
hate a teacher who, for

instance, encourages
young minds to think why
Rabindranath Tagore was
reminding us of the vio-
lence implicit in the poli-
tics of militant national-
ism, or why even after the
trauma of Partition,
Mohandas Karamchand
Gandhi was trying to heal
our wounded selves
through his sublime
prayers, satyagraha and
cross-religious dialogues.

And yes, in a society of
this kind, the aspiring class
is not really interested in
the vocation of teaching.
As this class is getting
increasingly intoxicated
with the glitz of power and
money, the radical poten-
tial of the vocation of
teaching is seldom noticed.
A committed school-
teacher opening the eyes
of children and adoles-
cents; or a university pro-
fessor working in silence
and exploring the new
frontiers of knowledge
this sort of life history does
not have any appeal to this
class. Not surprisingly
then, children, as they
grow up, are hardly
encouraged to become
teachers. As traders, con-
tractors, techno-bureau-

crats, cricket celebrities
and YouTube bloggers
with millions of viewers
and subscribers are wor-
shipped as new heroes in
modern India, why should
it bother about teachers
and teaching? No wonder,
we remain indifferent to
the pathetic teacher-
taught ratio in over-crowd-
ed and noisy classrooms;
we do not think twice
before transforming a gov-
ernment schoolteacher
into an over-stressed clerk
managing the mid-day
meal; and we accept it as
normal when we see the
massive corruption in the
recruitment of teachers,
and political nepotism in
the appointment of vice-
chancellors. With the
steady and systematic
devaluation of the vocation
of teaching, it is quite easy
to find teachers living with
terribly poor self-esteem.
And, amid this fall, we are
witnessing the mushroom-
ing growth of a new
species  Physics ‘Sir’,
Mathematics ‘Sir’, Biology
‘Sir’, UPSC Prelims ‘Sir’…
See them in billboards in
our towns and cities. See
them in YouTube. See
them in gorgeous ads pub-
lished in newspapers. Yes,
with their magical ‘success
manuals’, they attract the
aspiring class. 

And they are fast
replacing the kind of
teachers the likes of
Rabindranath Tagore and
Jiddu Krishnamurti, or
Savitribai Phule and
Gijubhai Badheka imag-
ined. No wonder, a society
that has lost its teachers is
bound to decay. And this
decadence is manifesting
itself in multiple forms  the
erosion of the democratic
spirit amid the cult of nar-
cissism; the neurosis of
gross consumerism; and
the normalisation of vio-
lence in everyday life.

Nuke threat calls for review of security measures

Teaching as vocation needs to be valued

BHARAT H DESAI

AVIJIT PATHAK

The aspiring class is

not really interested

in the vocation of

teaching. As this class

is getting increasingly

intoxicated with the

glitz of power and

money, the radical

potential of the voca-

tion of teaching is sel-

dom noticed. A com-

mitted schoolteacher

opening the eyes of

children and adoles-

cents; or a university

professor working in

silence and exploring

the new frontiers of

knowledge  this sort of

life history does not

have any appeal to

this class.

The art of teaching has seen a change after being influenced by gross consumerism. 

Interestingly, all
nations proclaim
the objective of
elimination of
nuclear weapons.
India’s nuclear
doctrine of 2003
swears by ‘com-
mitment to the
goal of a nuclear
weapon-free
world, through
global, verifiable
and non-discrimi-
natory nuclear
disarmament’.
Ironically, techni-
cal barriers
remain in the
operationalisa-
tion of interna-
tional legal instru-
ments for elimina-
tion of nuclear
weapons. These
arise from all per-
vasive human
insecurity and the
streak to domi-
nate others.

Russia’s N-threat to Ukraine poses a risk to NPT. 
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WASHINGTON: (AGENCY)

One year after US forces
retreated from Afghanistan,
Washington now counts
only on its drones to contin-
ue the fight against the
Islamic extremist groups
that drew it to invade the
country 21 years ago. But
experts say that is not going
to be enough to counter the
resurgence of Al-Qaeda, or
its jihadist rival Islamic
State, inside the country
now back under the rule of
the Islamist Taliban. US
forces entered Afghanistan
on October 7, 2011, to
remove the Taliban govern-
ment from power over its
protection of Al-Qaeda and
its founder Osama bin
Laden, responsible for the
September 11 attacks on
the United States. Criticized
for the decision to end the
US military presence in the
country, President Joe Biden
promised that the
American military and
intelligence agencies would
be able to keep up the war
on the two jihadist groups

via "over-the-horizon"
operations. That was a ref-
erence to the ability of the
US military and CIA to sur-
veil the country via high-fly-
ing unmanned aircraft
operated from distant loca-
tions and, when necessary,
to use drones to strike tar-
gets, as the US did on July 31
when it fired two rockets
that killed Al-Qaeda leader
Ayman al-Zawahiri in his
home in Kabul. But besides
that, there are few signs
that the over-the-horizon

approach can prevent the
jihadists from reestablish-
ing Afghanistan as a base
from which to carry out
attacks around the globe, as
Al-Qaeda did up to 2001.
For retired general Frank
McKenzie, who as com-
mander of the US Central
Command oversaw the
operations in Afghanistan
through last year's pullout,
the presence of Zawahiri in
Taliban-controlled Kabul
illustrates how hard it is to
fight the Islamic extremists

without a US presence on
the ground there. "I've said
publicly in testimony that
counterterrorism opera-
tions from over the horizon
in Afghanistan would be
very hard but not impossi-
ble," McKenzie told the BBC
in a recent interview.

"We are going to have
to continue to apply pres-
sure, and that's going to be
very difficult," he said. Not
safer after withdrawal
McKenzie's predecessor at
Central Command, retired

general Joseph Votel, said
the Zawahiri strike shows
that the US does have the
capability to pressure
Qaeda and Islamic State
from outside Afghanistan.

Nevertheless, he told
the Voice of America, "I
think that we're not in a
safer place." "Whether we
find ourselves back in
Afghanistan, like we found
ourselves back in Iraq just
literally three-plus years
after we left, I don't know. I
hope not," he said. "But I
think we have to be pre-
pared for that." The
Pentagon maintains that it
does not share those wor-
ries. "At this stage, it would
be our assessment that in
terms of external planning,
operations external to
Afghanistan, I think we are
in a safe situation," said the
Pentagon spokesman
Brigadier General Pat Ryder.
"We absolutely have the
means to respond wherev-
er and whenever we need,
around the world, to any
counterterrorism threat,"
he said.

Afghanistan: A Year Later, US Relies On
Drones To Battle Extremist Groups

WASHINGTON: (AGENCY)

One person was killed and rescue crews were searching
for nine others after a small plane crashed along the
coast of the US state of Washington on Sunday, the coast
guard said. The Coast Guard said it received a report of
the crash around 3:11 pm (2211 GMT) and dispatched
helicopters and boats to scour the area. Local search and
rescue officials were also on the scene. "One deceased
individual was recovered by crews on scene. Nine indi-
viduals remain unaccounted for, and a safety zone has
been put into effect to help facilitate search efforts," the
coast guard said in a statement, adding that no cause for
the crash had yet been determined. The plane crashed
while flying over the Pacific Ocean inlet of Puget Sound
while on its way to Renton Municipal Airport near
Seattle. Flight tracking website Flight Radar 24 said it
was monitoring reports of the crash, and that it had
recorded the last signal from a 55-year-old de Havilland
Canada DHC-3 Otter -- a single-engine propeller plane --
in the area at 3:08 pm local time at 100 feet (30.5
meters) of altitude. Initially, the Coast Guard's Pacific
Northwest division tweeted that eight adults and one
child were on board. It later tweeted an update that they
were searching for 10 passengers

Pakistan Struggles To Avert
Danger As Floods Rise,

Death Count Crosses 1,300
ISLAMABAD : (AGENCY)

Pakistani authorities are struggling to prevent the coun-
try's biggest lake bursting its banks and inundating near-
by towns after unprecedented flooding, while the disas-
ter management agency on Monday raised its count of
flood deaths by another 24. Record monsoon rains and
melting glaciers in Pakistan's northern mountains have
brought floods that have affected 33 million people and
killed at least 1,314, including 458 children, Pakistan's
National Disaster Management Agency said. The floods
have followed record-breaking summer temperatures
and the government and the United Nations have both
blamed climate change for the extreme weather and the
devastation it has brought. Authorities on Sunday
breached Pakistan's largest freshwater lake, displacing
up to 100,000 people from their homes in the hope of
draining enough water to stop the lake bursting its banks
and swamping more densely populated areas. But water
levels in the lake, to the west of the Indus river in the
southern province of Sindh, remain dangerously high.
"The water level at Manchar lake has not come down,"
Jam Khan Shoro, the provincial minister for irrigation
told Reuters. He declined to say if another attempt to
drain water from the lake would be made. The floods are
a huge burden for an economy already needing help
from the International Monetary Fund. 

"Zero Tolerance": Pope
Francis On Sexual Assault
By Members Of The Clergy

LISBON, PORTUGAL: (AGENCY)

The Catholic Church must show "zero tolerance" to sex-
ual assault by members of the clergy, Pope Francis said
in excerpts of an interview with a Portuguese television
channel broadcast Sunday. "It's very clear. It's zero toler-
ance," he told TVI/CNN Portugal in an interview, extracts
of which were published on the channel's website.

"A priest cannot continue being a priest if he is an
aggressor. He cannot because he is either sick, or a crim-
inal," he said. "It's monstrous because it destroys lives,"
he added, during the two-part interview to be aired on
Sunday and Monday. An independent inquiry into sexual
abuse within the Catholic Church in Portugal has so far
gathered testimony from around 400 people, said the
man leading the inquiry, child psychiatrist Pedro Stretch.
As a result, 17 cases have been referred to the judiciary.
The findings of the inquiry are expected at the end of the
year. "I do not deny abuses," said the pope. "A single
abuse would already be monstruous." He said he hoped
to visit Portugal in August next year for World Youth Day,
a gathering of young Catholics. 

Briefs News
BEIJING: (AGENCY)

Beijing on Monday accused
the United States of launch-
ing "tens of thousands" of
cyberattacks on China and
pilfering troves of sensitive
data, including from a public
research university.
Washington has accused
Beijing of cyberattacks
against US businesses and

government agencies, one
of the issues over which ties
between the two powers
have nosedived in recent
years. China has consistent-
ly denied the claims and in
turn lashed out against
alleged US cyber espionage,
but has rarely made public
disclosures of specific
attacks. But a report
released on Monday by its
National Computer Virus
Emergency Response
Center (CVERC) accused
the US National Security
Agency (NSA) of carrying
out "tens of thousands of
malicious attacks on net-
work targets in China in
recent years". It specifically
accused the NSA's Office of
Tailored Access Operations
(TAO) of infiltrating the
N o r t h w e s t e r n
Polytechnical University in

the city of Xi'an.
The university is fund-

ed by China's Ministry of
Industry and Information
Technology, and specialises
in aeronautical and space
research.

CVERC alleged that
TAO infiltrated the universi-
ty's networks and took
"control of tens of thou-
sands of network devices"

including servers, routers
and network switches.

Using dozens of cyber
weapons and exploiting
previously unknown flaws
in the SunOS operating
system, the unit gained
access to "core technical
data" including passwords
and the operations of key

network devices, the report
said.

TAO has "stolen over
140 gigabytes of high-value
data" in recent years and
received assistance from
groups in Europe and South
Asia, CVERC said in the
report, which was co-
authored by the private
Chinese cybersecurity firm
Qihoo 360.

The foreign ministry in
Beijing on Monday con-
demned the alleged hack,
saying it "seriously endan-
gers China's national secu-
rity and users' personal
data security". "We ask the
US to provide an explana-
tion and urge them to stop
immediately this illegal
move," Mao Ning, a spokes-
woman for the foreign min-
istry, said at a regular press
conference. 

China Accuses US Of
"Tens Of Thousands"

Of Cyberattacks
WASHINGTON : (AGENCY)

The Chief Financial Officer
(CFO) of Bed Bath &
Beyond jumped to his death
from a high-rise in
Manhattan, according to the
police. Gustavo Arnal
jumped from the 18th floor
of "Jenga" tower, the police
added, days after the strug-
gling retailer announced it
was closing stores and lay-
ing off workers. Mr Arnal
joined Bed Bath & Beyond
in 2020. He previously
worked as CFO for cosmet-
ics brand Avon and had a
20-year stint with Procter &

Gamble, news agency
Reuters reported. The
tower from where he
jumped is best known for
its purposely misaligned
apartments stacked atop
each other, resembling the
popular game Jenga.

The New York Police
Department (NYPD) told
CNN that the 52-year-old

"was found unconscious
and unresponsive" outside
the skyscraper at 12.30pm
on Friday. 

They added that the
man "appeared to suffer
from injuries indicative

from a fall from an elevated
position". The personnel of
the emergency services,
who reached the site, pro-
nounced the man dead, the
outlet further said in its
report quoting the police.

Bed Bath & Beyond CFO Gustavo Arnal Jumps
To Death, Days After Announcing Job Cuts

1 Dead, 9 Missing In US
Plane Crash, Rescue Op On

LONDON: (AGENCY)

UK foreign secretary Liz
Truss defeated Indian-ori-
gin former chancellor Rishi
Sunak to be named the win-
ner of the Conservative
Party leadership contest on
Monday and will now go on
to formally take charge as
British Prime Minister as
Boris Johnson's successor.
The 47-year-old senior
Cabinet minister was wide-
ly expected to clinch the
ballot of an estimated
160,000 online and postal
votes cast by Tory mem-
bers, ending Sunak's his-
toric run as the first mem-
ber of Parliament of Indian
heritage to compete for the
top job at 10 Downing
Street. 

She is the third female
Prime Minister in Britain,
after Margaret Thatcher
and Theresa May. The
result was formally
announced by the returning
officer of the leadership
contest and chair of the
Conservative Party's pow-
erful 1922 Committee of
backbench MPs, Sir Graham
Brady, at the Queen
Elizabeth II Centre near
Downing Street. He said

Truss won 81,326 votes
compared to Sunak's share
of 60,399 votes. However,
for pollsters, political ana-
lysts and media outlets it
came as little surprise as
Truss was widely expected

to beat 42-year-old Sunak in
pre-poll surveys and book-
maker odds on the race.

A combination of the
Tory membership base's
lingering loyalty towards
outgoing Prime Minister
Johnson, whom they see as
being betrayed by former
close ally Sunak, and Truss'
pledge to cut taxes are
among the key factors
behind the British Indian
MP failing to clinch the race.
While the over 1.5-million-
strong Indian diaspora
stood firmly behind the UK-

born MP for Richmond in
Yorkshire, other sections of
the Conservative Party
including those who trace
their roots to other parts of
the sub-continent were
expected to be more divid-

ed. Truss' campaign pledge
to reverse Sunak's tax hike
plans while he was
Chancellor to tackle the cost-
of-living crisis facing the
country seems to have
worked in favour. While
Sunak's approach of want-
ing to focus on fighting
soaring inflation and using
targeted measures to offer
support to those most in
need did connect with audi-
ences at the nearly dozen
party hustings, that clearly
wasn't enough to turn the
tide in his favour.

Liz Truss Defeated Rishi
Sunak By This Margin
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CALCUTTA : (AGENCY)

Rohit Sharma wants his
team to learn from Sunday’s
loss to Pakistan because
“games like this can bring
the best out of players”.
While last Sunday it was
India who pulled off a
thrilling chase, this time the
honours went to Pakistan as
they chased down a 182-
run target in the penulti-
mate ball of the match with
five wickets still in hand.
Captain Rohit was not total-
ly unhappy with his side’s
effort. 

“It’s a high-pressure
game and you have to be at
it every time. A game like
that can take a lot out of
you... but we were quite
calm at the backend... and
even in the middle when
(Mohammad) Rizwan and
(Mohammad) Nawaz had a
partnership going. But it

went too long and they bat-
ted brilliantly,” Rohit said at
the post-match presentation
ceremony. 

Opener Rizwan top-
scored for Pakistan with an
innings of 71 off 51 balls,
while Nawaz, who earlier
got a wicket with his left-
arm spin, played a blinder,
making 42 off 20 balls.
Together, the two of them
shared a 73-run partner-
ship that boosted Pakistan’s

chase to a great degree.  
Rohit believes that his

team has the potential to
win such close games.
“Games like this can bring
the best out of players.
There will be times when
they will be challenged and
things might not go their
way. There’s potential in the
players and they’ve done it
in the past. There’s class in
the opposition team as
well,” he said. “We want to

play with an open mindset.
While taking that approach
you’ll not always have suc-
cess,” he added. One of the
plus points for India from
the game was Virat Kohli’s
batting. The former captain,
who hasn’t been at his flu-
ent best of late, was India’s
best batter on the day,
authoring an innings of 60
off 44 balls before he was
run out. Rohit thinks Kohli
is in good form.  “Virat’s
form is brilliant, there’s no
doubt about that,” Rohit
said. He also did not have
any complaints about
India’s total of 181/7,
terming it a “good score”.
“Any pitch, any conditions,
180 is a good score. But if
you don’t pick wickets in the
middle, it’s going to be
tough. We got to learn a lot
today... Credit to Pakistan,
they obviously played bet-
ter than us.”

Win or loss, ‘open mindset’ is way forward

SHARJAH : (AGENCY)

When Afghanistan opener
Rahmanullah Gurbaz start-
ed hitting sixes fluently on
Saturday, a banner
appeared, saying: ‘Shabaas
Gurbaz’. Many Pakistan
fans had turned up for the
match and they cheered
Gurbaz’s aggressive bat-
ting style. Although he
plays for Afghanistan,
Pakistan fans cheered for
him since his father is
from Peshawar.

Skoda, one of the spon-
sors of the Asia Cup, has
displayed their new car
model, Octavia, prominent-
ly near the long-on bound-
ary. Some fans pointed out
that the car was in danger
of being hit by a sixer from
Gurbaz, who, in the course
of his 84 runs, hit six max-
imums. Surely, the spon-
sors, as well as the man
dusting the car before the
match began, would have
kept their fingers crossed
hoping it remained safe
from the big hits.
Pakistan’s legendary left-
arm pacer Wasim Akram,

who produced two hat-
tricks at the Sharjah

Cricket Stadium, is every-
one’s hero here. His hat-
tricks on this ground came
in the 1989 Champions
Trophy and the 1990
Austral-Asia Cup. Inside
the Sharjah Stadium, there
are many framed photo-
graphs of Akram from his
playing days.  Akram is
here as a commentator and

received a lot of cheer from
the crowd, which he kindly

acknowledged. Sri Lankans
are known to enjoy their
delicacies. For the media
dinner on Saturday, Sri
Lankan okra salad with
sliced onions was served.
Almost everyone here
enjoys the variety available
in Sri Lankan tea. One of
their popular brands in the
UAE, Dilmah Tea, is served

at the Media centre.
Incidentally, Afghanistan’s

most popular and tradi-
tional tea is called
‘Kahawah’, which is pre-
pared by mixing green tea,
cardamom, cinnamon and
saffron, and is served in
Afghani restaurants here.

It is said that nothing
can stop an ardent cricket
fan from watching a cricket
match. Seventy-five-year-

old Gulpari Safi is undergo-
ing chemotherapy for can-
cer and is wheelchair-
bound, but she turns up for
every Afghanistan match to
cheer for her team with
her son. They came to
watch both the Afghanistan
matches, against
Bangladesh and Sri Lanka,
at the Sharjah Cricket
Stadium.  When The
Telegraph requested for a
photograph, they readily
agreed, positioned their
country’s flag in front of
them and smiled.

The medical response
to any injury to players
during the Asia Cup has
been extremely quick.
Anyone walking into the
stadium cannot miss a fleet
of ambulances stationed
there. These ambulances
are called Response Plus
since the medical service
provider for this Asia Cup
is Response Plus Holding
PJSC. This company has
been the medical service
provider for many presti-
gious events here, which
includes the IPL and the
T20 World Cup.

When Rahmanullah Gurbaz
sings 6s, it’s time to take cover

Azarenka: Tour must
protect young players

NEW YORK : (AGENCY)

Sexual abuse of young female players by older male
coaches happens “right and left” on the WTA Tour and
safeguarding against it must be a priority, Victoria
Azarenka said at the US Open on Saturday. Azarenka’s
remarks to reporters came after Pierre Bouteyre, the
former coach of French player Fiona Ferro, was charged
in France on Thursday with raping and sexually assault-
ing her when she was a teenager between 2012 and
2015. Bouteyre’s lawyer told AFP that a relationship had
occurred but denied any coercion. The lawyer said the
50-year-old Bouteyre described the relationship as “a
true love story.” Ferro wrote on social media about her
accusation against Bouteyre and said, “I did not consent.”

“I have full confi-
dence in the justice
system of my country
and confirm that I do
not wish to make any
other statement on
the criminal investiga-
tion,” Ferro said.
Azarenka , who sits on
the eight-person WTA

players council, said that combating abuse was the
group’s top priority. “We see those vulnerable young
ladies that (are) getting taken advantage of in different
situations,” she said. “It’s really sad and really makes me
emotional,” she said. “If I had a daughter, I would have a
question would she want to play tennis, that would be a
very big concern in that way for me.” Former No.1
Azarenka, who reached the tournament’s fourth round
on Saturday, applauded Ferro for her bravery in speak-
ing out. Ferro, 25, won two WTA titles and reached as
high as world No. 39 last year but is currently ranked
259 and lost during tournament qualifiers last week. “I
hope this situation she’s gonna come out of it stronger
and tennis is not ruined for her because of that,”
Azarenka said. She implored journalists to do their part
to expose abuse. “Do the research, help people to open
up more. Hopefully one by one try to eliminate those
types of situations.” Czech Karolina Pliskova, another
former world No.1, was unsure if the women’s tennis
body could be of much help, saying she felt it was the
responsibility of parents to ensure that the abuse of
players does not happen. Current world No.1 Iga
Swiatek, 21 said she had never faced such a situation and
was keeping the faith in the WTA.  

Max Verstappen gives
home fans reason to cheer

ZANDVOORT  : (AGENCY)

Red Bull’s Max Verstappen won his home Dutch Grand
Prix from pole position for the second year in a row on
Sunday and stretched his Formula One lead to a massive
109 points. George Russell finished second for Mercedes
with Ferrari’s Charles Leclerc completing the podium at
Zandvoort and Verstappen also taking a bonus point for
fastest lap. Leclerc and Verstappen’s Mexican teammate
Sergio Perez are tied on points but the Ferrari driver is
ahead on wins with seven rounds remaining — and
Verstappen more than four race victories clear. In the
constructors’ standings, Red Bull have 511 points to
Ferrari’s 376. “They threw everything at us but we made
the right calls,” said Verstappen over the team radio as he
took his fourth win in a row, and 10th of the season. “It’s
always special to win your home grand prix, this year I
had to work for it even more,” he added as the packed
grandstands full of orange-shirted fans went into party
overdrive. Mercedes’ seven-time world champion Lewis
Hamilton was fourth, the Briton fuming at his team after
leading a race he might have won but for the timing of
safety cars and a tyre strategy that left him on slower
tyres than rivals. “I can’t believe you guys,” he said over
the radio, with expletives filling the airwaves. Hamilton
had already complained that his hopes of winning had
been “stuffed” by a virtual safety car period triggered by
AlphaTauri’s Yuki Tsunoda which allowed Verstappen to
pit with less time lost. The Japanese had initially stopped
by the side of the track on the 44th of 72 laps, complain-
ing his tyres had not been fitted properly. 

NEW YORK : (AGENCY)

World No. 1 Iga Swiatek dug
her way out of a second set
hole to notch a 6-3, 6-4 win
over American Lauren
Davis and reach the fourth
round of the US Open for
the second straight year.
The French Open champion
came out sharp and fired an
unreturnable serve out wide
to capture the first set
before falling behind 4-1 in
the second as Davis raised
her level.

Despite the deficit, the
feisty Pole stubbornly
refused to drop her first set
of the tournament, winning
a tense 16-shot rally to set
up break points at 4-4,
which she converted when
Davis whacked a backhand
into the net. In the end,

Swiatek’s superior serving
and relentless defense car-
ried the day against Davis,
who plays a similar but less
potent brand of tennis as
Swiatek. The 21-year-old
top seed admitted she was
not at her best during the
two-hour night match at
Louis Armstrong Stadium
despite reeling off the
match’s final five games. “I
couldn’t find my rhythm
today,” Swiatek said in an
oncourt interview. “She
played totally differently
than any other player. She
played very smart. I’m pret-
ty happy at the end that I
could put balls in. “I’m trying
to enjoy every match even
when it’s not perfect. Just
trying to go for it. Trying to
find solutions in every situa-
tion.” Swiatek went on a

blistering 37-match win-
ning streak earlier this year

to claim titles in Roland
Garros, Doha, Indian Wells,
Miami and Rome but cooled
off this summer, losing four
matches during the hard-
court season. So far in New
York she has put to rest any

questions about her form
and will be the heavy

favourite when she takes on
Germany’s Jule Niemeier on
Monday after the
Wimbledon quarter finalist
upset China’s Qinwen
Zheng 6-4, 7-6(5) to reach
the Round of 16. Czech

Petra Kvitova sent across 14
aces to down Spanish ninth
seed Garbine Muguruza 5-7,
6-3, 7-6(10) in a thrilling
third-round duel. Kvitova
was in good form heading
into Flushing Meadows
after reaching the
Cincinnati final and reiter-
ated her claim as one of ten-
nis’ great fighters when she
saved match point twice late
in the third set to push the
affair into the tiebreak.

The twice Wimbledon
champion said she was
inspired by 23-time grand
slam winner Serena
Williams, whose emotional
farewell to the US Open
with a gritty, third-round
loss to Ajla Tomljanovic on
Friday overshadowed the
entire tournament. “I
watched Serena last night

and it was amazing how she
was saving those match
points, so I tried to do the
same,” said Kvitova.

American Danielle
Collins came out all guns
blazing, hammering 52 win-
ners past the experienced
Alize Cornet of France in a
6-4, 7-6(9) win to book her
spot in the fourth round of
the US Open for the first
time. Collins, who finished
runner-up at the Australian
Open this year, will next
face sixth seed Aryna
Sabalenka in a battle of hard-
hitters for a spot in the
quarter finals. Belarusian, a
semi-finalist at Flushing
Meadows last year, steam-
rolled qualifier Clara Burel
6-0, 6-2 in just 68 minutes,
hitting 27 winners past the
21-year-old from France.

US Open: Feisty Iga Swiatek stays on track

NEW YORK : (AGENCY)

Rafael Nadal’s nose was just
fine. So was his tennis. No
stitches or even a bandage,
48 hours after he drew
blood by accidentally
smacking himself with his
racket — and not a trace of
trouble, as usual, against
Richard Gasquet. Nadal
handed old foe Richard
Gasquet a Flushing
Meadows mugging on
Saturday, walloping the
Frenchman 6-0, 6-1, 7-5 to
ease into the US Open
fourth round. Losing to
Nadal is nothing new for
Gasquet, who is now 0-18
against the Spaniard but
seldom over the years has
the Frenchman absorbed
such a beating. Arriving at
Flushing Meadows having
played just a single match
since pulling out of

Wimbledon semi-finals
with an abdominal injury,
Nadal has been in a race to
find form. After two tough
four-set wins — over
Australian wild card Rinky
Hijikata in his opener and

Italy’s Fabio Fognini in the
second round — Nadal said
there were signs of
progress against Gasquet.
But the 36-year-old
acknowledged he will need
much more improvement if
he is to challenge for a fifth
US Open title, which would
tie him with Jimmy
Connors.

Rafael Nadal brushes aside
‘old foe’ Richard Gasquet

Briefs News
NEW DELHI : (AGENCY)

They call him the ultimate
survivor: Shaul Ladany
lived through a Nazi con-
centration camp and
escaped the massacre of 11
fellow Israeli athletes at the
1972 Olympic Games in
Munich. Decades later, the
86-year-old is back in
Germany to visit the two
places where he narrowly
avoided death. On Saturday,
Ladany, who was born in
1936 in Belgrade, in the for-
mer Yugoslavia, brought
family members to the
Bergen-Belsen concentra-
tion camp in northern
Germany to show them the
place where he was impris-
oned by the Nazis as an 8-
year-old boy.

This was the same
camp where the teenager
diarist Anne Frank died in

early 1945.  After that the
spry octogenarian will par-
ticipate in a joint German-
Israeli ceremony in Munich
on Monday marking the
50th anniversary of the
attack on the Olympians by
Palestinian terrorists.

Ladany, who competed
in the Munich games as a
racewalker, strode briskly in
limegreen sneakers and a
beige sun hat as he led his
granddaughter, his younger
sister and her three children
in Bergen-Belsen, which
has been turned into a
memorial site. He pointed
at a plot of land, nowadays
covered by blueberry and
heather shrubs and tall
birch and pine trees, where
barracks No. 10 used to
stand.

He was held there with
his parents and two sisters
for about six months in

1944 before they were
allowed to leave under a deal
negotiated by Hungarian
and Swiss Jewish founda-
tions, which paid the Nazis
ransom to free more than
1,600 Jews deported from
Hungary. “It’s not a pleasant
thing to recall the period
here,” Ladany said in an
interview with The
Associated Press at the for-
mer concentration camp. 

After being freed in the

exchange, Ladany and his
family traveled to
Switzerland and ultimately
moved in 1948 to Israel.
There he grew up to
become a professor of
industrial engineering and
management and an
accomplished racewalker
— he still holds the 50-mile
world record, set in 1972.

When he came to
Munich for the Olympics at
36 years old, he said, he tried

to guess the age of every
German he met, and “if in
my mind he would have
been age-wise in the age
group that might have par-
ticipated in the Third
Reich’s atrocities, I prevent-
ed any contact.” However,
this time it wasn’t the
Germans who posed a
threat to his life.

Early on the morning of
September 5, members of
the Palestinian group Black
September broke into the
Olympic Village, killed two
athletes from the Israeli del-
egation and took nine more
hostage, demanding the
release of Palestinian pris-
oners in Israel as well as
two left-wing extremists in
West German jails. Ladany,
again, narrowly escaped. A
terrified roommate woke
him up to say a fellow ath-
lete was dead, and he quick-

ly put on his sneakers and
ran to the door of their
apartment. Just outside he
saw an Olympic official
pleading with a man in a
tracksuit and hat, later iden-
tified as the leader of the
assailants, to be “humane”
and let Red Cross officials
into an adjacent apartment.

The man, Ladany
recalled, responded: “The
Jews aren’t humane either.”
Ladany turned around,
threw on some clothes over
his pajamas and joined
other teammates in fleeing.
Not everyone was so lucky;
all nine hostages and a
police officer were killed
during a failed rescue
attempt by German forces.
West Germany was criti-
cised not only for botching
the rescue but also for with-
holding historic files on the
tragic events.

Survivor of twin horrors relives ordeal

CALCUTTA  : (AGENCY)

‘Round I’ almost went the
distance. Round II turned
out to be a nail-biter as well.
But on this occasion, it was
Pakistan who prevailed.
Opener Mohammad
Rizwan (71) played a stellar
knock and spinner all-
rounder Mohammad
Nawaz (42) chipped in
with a wonderful cameo
after being economical
with the ball early on as
Pakistan chased down a
challenging 182-run tar-
get and recorded a five-
wicket win over arch-
rivals India in Sunday’s
Super Fours clash of the
Asia Cup at the Dubai
International Stadium. The
victory margin was identi-
cal to ‘Round I’ last Sunday.
The only difference this
time was Pakistan taking
one ball more to reach the
target.  Pakistan’s win
proves that there is work to
done by India ahead of the
T20 World Cup. In such
tense games, it’s important
to be in charge of the nerves
and not fumble, like
Arshdeep Singh did on
Sunday. The youngster
dropped a sitter after Asif
Ali mistimed one off the

bowling of Ravi Bishnoi
(coming in for the unwell
Avesh Khan). Arshdeep,
who did his best to make
amends later when he
trapped Asif lbw in the final
over with Pakistan still
needing 2 runs for victory,
had virtually dropped the
match when he grassed that
easy catch at short third

man. Asif, on nought when
dropped, smashed a couple
of boundaries and a maxi-
mum thereafter that
smoothened Pakistan’s
road to win. Bowling spear-
head Bhuvneshwar Kumar,
being almost flawless since
last June, faltered as well
under pressure. In that key
penultimate over, he kept
bowling the wrong length,
allowing Asif and Khushdil
Shah easy strokes to con-
cede 19 runs. That left
Pakistan with only seven to
get off the last six balls.

They needed five balls to
reach home.   The start,
though, was ideal for India
after they were put in.
Captain Rohit Sharma and
KL Rahul took them off to a
flier on a very good wicket
for batting, but India lost
their way as Nawaz (1/25)
with his left-arm spin and
leg-spinner Shadab Khan

(2/31) began to apply
the brakes. Rishabh
Pant (preferred over
Dinesh Karthik) playing
a woeful shot and
Hardik Pandya depart-
ing for nought could
have worsened India’s
situation. However,
Virat Kohli (60 off 44
balls) rose to the occa-

sion, guiding India to 181
for 7. In reply, Pakistan had
lost their captain Babar
Azam early to leg-spinner
Bishnoi. But promoting
Nawaz, who also took the
key wicket of Suryakumar
Yadav, up to No.4 turned out
to be a masterstroke. He
took on India’s bowlers
right from the onset, while
his fluency also helped
w i c k e t k e e p e r - b a tt e r
Rizwan lift his batting to a
different level altogether.
Kohli’s knock could have
been a deciding.

Pakistan settle scores
with a fine chase
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BUSINESS

MUMBAI : (AGENCY)

Billionaire Nadir Godrej has
said we need to “stop divid-
ing the country” and urged
the government as well as
the industry to “do more” on
this aspect. Godrej, the
chairman and managing
director of diversified
Godrej Industries, said we
are doing very well on the
economic front and also
undertaking welfare meas-
ures such as financial inclu-
sion and education, but
efforts ought to be made to
“unify the country”. “…I
think we need to try and
unify the country and stop
dividing the country. I think
that is important and I am
sure the government also
recognises the economic
growth requires that, and
we should be focusing on
that,” Godrej told PTI on the
sidelines of a book launch
earlier this week. When
asked if the industry also
needs to do more on this
front, he said, “Of course,
industry should try and do
things also by trying to be as

inclusive as possible. And
the government should also
do more.” Godrej’s com-
ments are rare among top
industrialists, who generally

refrain from speaking on
social or political matters.
The late industrialist Rahul
Bajaj had in 2019 said that
fear of reprisals prevents
captains of industry from
speaking out. Adi Godrej,
Nadir’s elder brother and
predecessor who helmed
the business, had also

warned in 2019 that rising
intolerance and hate crimes
could seriously damage
growth. Earlier, speaking at
the event, Nadir Godrej

delivered a speech in a
poem format, which
touched upon a slew of
issues.

The industrialist said
he would like to see more
free speech where the
“state’s long arm doesn’t
reach and crushes voices
that oppose”. He made it

clear there is a need to cre-
ate a space “where active
debate thrives and grows,
where ideas win because
they are right and not

because of their own
might.” “Our thoughts need
to be humanitarian, and not
sectarian,” he said, adding
that while there are a lot of
reasons to cheer, there is
fear sometimes that things
are not on track and we may
be moving back as well. We
need strong institutions, he

said, adding that building
them takes long while they
can be subverted or broken
quickly. He said businesses
also need to realise that
delivering profits is not the
only goal, and stressed that
one can do well for oneself
by doing good as well.

We need to aspire for
both social rights and eco-
nomic growth, Godrej said,
adding that inequality is
“dire” and getting harder.
Highlighting the present
theme of ESG (environ-
ment, social, governance)
dominating boardroom dis-
cussions, Godrej said we do
not need a world which is
just green but need to cre-
ate a “brave new world”
which is green, fair and
does away with inequality.
“Environment isn’t all, on
society let us take a call; let’s
keep in sight every person’s
human right,” he added.
Touching on the freebies
debate, he said the economy
cannot take all doles in its
stride and also welcomed
the Supreme Court’s moves
pressing.

Nadir Godrej comes down on divisiveness

Sensex, Nifty climb nearly 1 per
cent; RIL, ICICI Bank lead charge

MUMBAI : (AGENCY)

Equity benchmark Sensex rallied nearly 1 per cent to re-
visit the 59,000-mark on Monday, tracking heavy buying
in index heavyweights Reliance Industries and ICICI
Bank. The BSE benchmark rose 442.65 points or 0.75
per cent to settle at 59,245.98. During the day, it jumped
504.92 points or 0.85 per cent to 59,308.25. The NSE
Nifty advanced 126.35 points or 0.72 per cent to

17,665.80. From the
Sensex pack, Sun
Pharma, ITC, NTPC,
Reliance Industries,
Larsen & Toubro, Tata
Steel, HCL Technologies
and ICICI Bank were
among the major gainers.
In contrast, Nestle,

UltraTech Cement, Wipro, PowerGrid, Asian Paints and
Hindustan Unilever were the laggards. Elsewhere in Asia,
bourses in Seoul, Tokyo and Hong Kong ended lower,
while Shanghai settled in the green. Equities in Europe
were trading lower during the mid-session deals. The US
markets had ended lower on Friday. "Benchmark indices
outperformed their Asian peers and also shrugged off
the weak European market sentiment as investors bet
on metals, banking and capital goods stocks. Cautious
optimism prevailed as there are enough indications that
markets may remain volatile in coming sessions on glob-
al slowdown fears," said Shrikant Chouhan, Head of
Equity Research (Retail), Kotak Securities Ltd.
Meanwhile, the international oil benchmark Brent crude
jumped 2.81 per cent to USD 95.63 per barrel. Foreign
institutional investors (FIIs) offloaded shares worth a net
Rs 8.79 crore on Friday, as per exchange data. 

Focus on Cyrus Mistrys’
stake in Tata Sons

MUMBAI : (AGENCY)

The shocking death of Cyrus P Mistry in a road accident
is unlikely to have any impact on the leadership of the
Pallonji empire and the flagship company SP & Co, which
are overlooked by elder brother Shapoor Mistry.
However, the younger scion’s death has brought the
spotlight back on the 18.4 per cent the family holds in
Tata Sons, the holding company of the Tata group.
Pallonji Shapoorji Mistry had reportedly split the owner-
ship of the Tata Sons stake equally between Cyrus and
Shapoor Mistry. Sources close to the group said Cyrus
Mistry had resigned from executive posts in the group
before taking up the chairmanship of Tata Sons. After his
removal from the Tata group, he floated a new venture
capital firm called Mistry Ventures LLp along with
Shapoor. Their plan was to incubate new businesses,
forge partnerships and make investments across sectors.
After its formation, Cyrus Mistry said that the VC firm
will focus on providing mentorship and help start-ups
craft the appropriate business experiments needed to
validate, scale and bring products and services faster to
market. The Shapoorji Pallonji group has interests rang-
ing from engineering and construction to energy where
it provides solutions for energy resources and green
power, infrastructure, real estate and financial services.
It has assets in power, both hydro-electricity and oil and
gas, ports and terminals (onshore and offshore), trans-
portation (rail and road) and natural resources — not
only in India but also in various parts of the world. The SP
Group was in the news earlier this year when it said that
debt worth Rs 12,450 crore owed to nearly 22 lenders
has been cleared through a one-time payment, leaving
the group’s balance sheet with just Rs 3,600 crore of
loans. The Mistry group had applied for a one-time loan
restructuring with a group of lenders led by State Bank of
India (SBI) in mid-September 2020 when it had faced
cash flow problems leading to a Rs 200-crore default on
a commercial paper issued to the Union Bank of India.
The group’s operations were affected by the lockdown
on account of Covid-19. While the group did not disclose
how the entire funds were garnered, it said that the
repayment was enabled by the Mistry family infusing
over Rs 5,100 crore and the group collecting Rs 3,750
crore from monetising two of its marquee assets —
Sterling Wilson Renewable Energy and Eureka Forbes.
In its construction business, while Afcons has an order
book in excess of Rs 30,000 crore as of end-March 2022,
its real estate franchise has achieved Rs 4,000 crore.

NEW DELHI : (AGENCY)

What precisely went wrong
between Tata Sons’ chair-
man emeritus Ratan Tata
and his chosen successor
Cyrus Mistry that led to one
of the biggest boardroom
bust-ups in India’s corpo-
rate history now will likely
never be known following
the tycoon’s death at the
weekend in a road accident
at the age of 54. Mistry, the
scion of one of India’s best-
known business families,
was catapulted into the
limelight when he became
the surprise successor to
then group chairman Ratan
Tata. It was particularly
unexpected because Mistry
had been a part of the head-
hunting committee search-
ing for the autos-to-steel
group’s next chief. But
Ratan Tata justified the pick,
saying: “I have been
impressed with the quality
and calibre of his participa-
tion, his astute observations
and his humility.” Ratan’s
warm feelings toward
Mistry, though, very swiftly
began cooling.

Mistry started out as

the Tata Sons deputy chair-
man with Ratan as his men-
tor. He was only the second
top official not to carry the
Tata family name. He
became chairman in 2012.
Four years later it all ended
with one of the most public
bust-ups in Indian corpo-
rate history. Mistry was
sacked with seven of nine
Tata Sons board members
voting against him. Ratan
Tata insisted Mistry had
been asked to resign but
refused.

Mistry, who was 54,
leaves behind his wife
Rohiqa and two sons, Firoz
and Zahan. His father
Pallonji Mistry died, aged 93,
in June. Two generations of
the Mistry family had built
up their Shapoorji Pallonji
Group into a giant globe-
spanning construction giant
with multifarious other
business interests. At the
time of his death, Pallonji
Mistry was worth $29 bil-
lion, according to the
Bloomberg Billionaire
Index. Cyrus has an elder
brother Shapoor. Cyrus
oversaw the company’s
shift from pure construction

to projects involving oil and
gas and the marine and rail
sectors.

Crucially, Palloonji

Mistry’s father had bought a
stake in Tata Group holding
company Tata Sons in the
1930s. That’s currently an
18.6 per cent stake, making
the Mistry family the largest
single shareholder in Tata
Sons apart from the Tata
Trusts, charities that own
66 per cent of Tata Sons. A
second Tata connection was
via Cyrus’s sister, Aloo, who
is married to Noel Tata,
Ratan’s half-brother.

Cyrus Mistry was
angered by his dismissal

and alleged serious gover-
nance breaches that Ratan
denied. He took the dispute
to court where the National

Company Law Appellate
Tribunal ruled in his favour
in March. But that decision
was overturned by the
Supreme Court which ruled
his dismissal was legal.

What soured exactly
between Cyrus and Ratan
will probably remain
buried by many layers of
secrecy. Before he took over,
one member of the selection
committee was quoted as
describing him as having a
“stable head and good
vision. He doesn’t just jump

up and down and he has a
long-term view of invest-
ment.”

After taking over, Cyrus
had moved decisively to
assert his control over the
group amid the expectation
that he would put order into
the sprawling empire’s
finances. Besides being Tata
Sons chairman, he also
installed himself as the
chairman of all the key
group companies including
Tata Steel, TCS, Tata Motors,
Tata Power, Indian Hotels
and Tata Global Beverages.
In addition, he had brought
in his own team of advisors
and managers including top
management consultant
Nirmalya Kumar and N. S.
Rajan, who became the
head of human resources
which may have also caused
friction with the older play-
ers in the Tata Group.

By and large, Cyrus
kept a very low profile,
hardly ever meeting the
press, during his time as
chairman of Tata Sons. But
under Cyrus’s leadership,
problems, largely stemming
from earlier years before he
took over, started emerging.

When Ratan Tata and Mistry
fell out, Mistry was moving
to divest some of the loss-
making foreign steel plants
that Ratan had been pivotal
in acquiring for the group
that had turned into expen-
sive albatross. There may
also have been differences
about the Tata Group’s avia-
tion interests. What is cer-
tain is that the Tata Group
was still heavily dependent
on TCS which has steadily
generated huge profits. And
there were also differences
about future investments in
Tata Teleservices.

Also, while Ratan had
announced he was retiring,
he kept a foot in the door as
the chairman of the Tata
Trusts and Mistry com-
plained that he was inter-
fering with his plans.   What
is certain is that Ratan was
reluctant to move away
totally from the group. After
his exit, Tata Sons issued a
statement justifying his
sacking by saying the
group’s performance under
Cyrus had been weak and
that he had been seeking to
“consciously dismantle” the
group’s traditional.

MUMBAI : (AGENCY)

Benchmark indices began
the trade on a positive note
on Monday, tracking gains
in index majors
R e l i a n c e
Industries, ICICI
Bank and HDFC
Bank amid a mixed
trend in global
markets. The BSE
Sensex climbed
286.36 points to
59,089.69 in early
trade. Likewise, the
NSE Nifty
advanced 77.9
points to
17,617.35. From
the Sensex pack, ICICI Bank,
Tech Mahindra, ITC, HCL
Technologies, Tata Steel,
Axis Bank, Reliance
Industries, IndusInd Bank
and HDFC Bank were the

major gainers in early trade.
In contrast, Nestle,
PowerGrid, Mahindra &
Mahindra, Dr Reddy's and
Hindustan Unilever were

among the laggards in initial
trade. In the previous ses-
sion on Friday, the BSE
benchmark inched up
36.74 points or 0.06 per
cent to settle at 58,803.33.

The Nifty dipped 3.35
points or 0.02 per cent to
end at 17,539.45.
Elsewhere in Asia, markets
in Seoul, Tokyo and Hong

Kong were trading
lower on Monday,
while Shanghai
quoted in the
green in mid-ses-
sion deals. The US
markets had ended
lower on Friday.
Equities in Europe
had ended on a
higher note on
Friday. Meanwhile,
the international
oil benchmark
Brent crude

jumped 1.9 per cent to USD
94.79 per barrel. Foreign
institutional investors (FIIs)
offloaded shares worth a
net Rs 8.79 crore on Friday,
as per exchange data.

Sensex gains over 280 pts in
early trade; Nifty above 17,600

NEW DELHI : (AGENCY)

The move to regulate OTT
apps has surfaced all over
again  raising privacy con-
cerns at a time many of
these apps have tightened
encryption protocols to
deter any invasion. Two
years ago, Trai said there
was no need to regulate
these apps. In a report as
late as Sept 2020, Trai had
concluded no regulatory
interventions were
required in respect privacy
and security of OTT servic-
es at the moment. The regu-
lator said market forces
may be allowed to respond
to the situation without pre-
scribing any regulatory

intervention. However,
developments shall be mon-
itored and intervention, as
felt necessary, shall be done
at appropriate time. But the
department of telecommu-
nications (DoT) has now
asked the Telecom
Regulatory Authority of
India (Trai) to come up
with a framework to regu-
late OTT communication
apps such as WhatsApp,
Signal and Google Meet,
which offer free voice amid
messaging services using
the mobile data of telecom
operators. Privacy experts
have said any content inter-
ception  data and voice
would have to be within the
framework of the

Constitution. Telecom oper-
ators have been pressing
for “same service, same
rule” ahead of the launch of
5G services. A telecom play-
er has to meet the service
quality prescribed by Trai,
otherwise there are fines
and other regulations: this

has been the bone of con-
tention as free voice calls
and messages over the
internet at times clog the
telecom player’s network.

N. S. Nappinai,
Supreme Court advocate
and founder of Cyber
Saathi, said: “If the regula-

tion limits itself to non-con-
tent data gathering it may
still not impact privacy neg-
atively provided of course
that due process is mandat-
ed for any form of access.”
“Any attempt or regulations
warranting content inter-
ceptions have to carry very
high thresholds for prior
permissions and propor-
tionality,” she added.

Karnika Seth, cyber law
expert, said: “Any rules the
DoT makes will have to be
scrutinised so that it does
not violate the right of pri-
vacy of citizens upheld as a
fundamental right in Justice
K.S. Puttaswamy case. Also
drafting the same ought not
to transgress into a domain

which falls within Meity
(Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology)
scope of power to make
rules.” “While logs of IP and
user account may be shared
for identification of a user in
cases being investigated,
encrypted content therein
may not be available techni-
cally or legally. The drafting
of such framework will
have to be within the con-
fines of privacy law in the
country.” Experts said the
regulator in its recommen-
dation of 2020 had
endorsed encryption tech-
nologies. “Imposition of any
requirements to get the
details of communication in
an intelligible.

Regulatory lens back on OTT apps

Briefs News
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Foreign portfolio investors
(FPIs) who have funnelled
more than Rs 58,000crore
into equities since July pre-
fer domestic economy-
related sectors to those
dependent on imported
inputs or the overseas mar-
kets, analysts said. In the
second half of this calendar
year, FPIs have bought
stocks in sectors such as
consumer discretionary,
financials, FMCG and tele-
com, while selling in oil &
gas, IT and metals. The sell-
ing by foreign investors that
began in October last year
because of tightening by
various central banks got
reversed in July by factors
such as falling crude oil and
commodity prices and valu-
ations in various sectors
coming to reasonable levels.
According to data from
NSDL, while net purchases
stood at Rs 4,989 crore in
July, they swelled to Rs
51,204 crore in August, the
highest inflow in 20

months. In September so
far, FPIs have purchased
stocks worth Rs 1,963
crore. Analysts are of the

view that inflows will con-
tinue, but in selective seg-
ments. If the trend seen so
far is any indication, the
preference for domestic
economy-related sectors is
clear over those such as IT
services where some
amount of moderation in
demand is seen because of
global slowdown. Though
the economy will also be
affected by the slowdown,
the expectation is that it will
not be as badly hit as some

of the others. According to
an ICICI Securities report,
the hawkish comments by
the US Federal Reserve

chairman Jerome Powell at
the Jackson Hole sympo-
sium is an extension of the
QT (quantitative tightening)
cycle which began in
2021and resulted in the
biggest amount of FPI out-
flows from India over a one-
year period. It amounted to
$33 billion for the TTM
(trailing 12month) period
ending June2022, including
primary inflows. The ana-
lysts pointed out that the
massive outflow.

FPIs bet on local
market players

MUMBAI : (AGENCY)

The rupee appreciated 8
paise to close at 79.79 (pro-
visional) against the US dol-
lar on Monday, in line with a
firm trend in domestic
equities. However, the
strengthening of the
American currency in
the overseas market
restricted the rupee's
gain, forex dealers said.

At the interbank
forex market, the local
unit opened at 79.84
against the greenback.
It witnessed an intra-day
high of 79.79 and a low of
79.90 against the American
currency during the ses-
sion. It finally ended at
79.79 against the US dollar,
up 8 paise from its previous
close of 79.87. The dollar
index, which measures the

greenback's strength
against a basket of six cur-
rencies, rose 0.28 per cent
to 109.83. Brent crude
futures, the global oil
benchmark, rose 2.75 per

cent to USD 95.58 per bar-
rel. "Rupee consolidated in
a narrow range despite the
dollar rising to a 30-year
high. Gains in the dollar
extended after non-farm
payrolls numbers released
from the US came in better-
than-estimates," said

Gaurang Somaiya, Forex &
Bullion Analyst, Motilal
Oswal Financial Services.

Euro and pound
opened lower as the
strength in the dollar con-

tinued.
"We expect the

USD/INR(Spot) to trade
sideways with a positive
bias and quote in the
range of 79.40 and 80.05,"
Somaiya said. On the
domestic equity market
front, the BSE Sensex
ended 442.65 points or
0.75 per cent higher at

59,245.98 points, while the
broader NSE Nifty gained
126.35 points or 0.72 per
cent to 17,665.80. Foreign
institutional investors were
net sellers in the capital
market on Friday, offloading
shares worth Rs 8.79 crore,
as per exchange data.

Rupee rises 8 paise to close at
79.79 against US dollar

Cyrus Mistry vs Ratan Tata: Now we'll never know what really went wrong



Brahmastra: Part One – Shiva: 

Delhi HC restrains ‘rogue’ web-
sites from streaming the Ranbir

Kapoor-Alia Bhatt-starrer
Delhi High Court has restrained the unauthorised
streaming of upcoming film Brahmastra: Part One -
Shiva, scheduled to hit the theatres on September 9, by
several “rouge” websites, saying piracy has to be curbed
and dealt with a heavy hand. Justice Jyoti Singh passed
the ex parte interim order on a lawsuit by Star India Pvt
Ltd, co-producer of the Ranbir Kapoor and Alia Bhatt-
starrer film, while noting that the availability of the film
online at the same time as its theatrical release or in
close proximity of the release would severely impact the
producers’ financially and also erode the value of the

film. “There is no gain
saying that piracy has
to be curbed and needs
to be dealt with a heavy
hand and injunction
against screening of
copyrighted content by
rogue websites ought
to be granted... Plaintiff

has made out a prima facie case for grant of ex parte ad-
interim relief,” said the court in its order dated
September 2. “Defendants No. 1 to 18 (rogue websites)
and all others acting for and/or on their behalf are
restrained from in any manner hosting, streaming,
retransmitting, exhibiting, making available for viewing
and downloading, providing access to and/or communi-
cating to the public, displaying, uploading, modifying,
publishing, updating and/or sharing on their websites
through the internet or any other platform, the film
Brahmastra: Part One - Shiva and contents related there-
to, so as to infringe the Plaintiff's copyright therein, till
the next date of hearing,” the court ordered.

The court directed the ‘Domain Name Registrants’
to suspend/block the domain names registrations of the
rouge websites named by the plaintiff. It also asked the
Centre to issue necessary notifications calling upon the
internet service providers to block access to these web-
sites. “Looking at the investments made by the plaintiff
in the production and promotion of the film as also the
exclusive right vested in it under the provisions of the
Copyright Act, this Court prima facie agrees with the
plaintiff that if the rogue websites communicate the film
in any manner, on any platform, simultaneously with the
theatrical release of the film on 09.09.2022 or in its close
proximity thereafter, it would severely impact the inter-
est of the plaintiff monetarily and will also erode the
value of the film,” the court opined. (AGENCY)

Neetu Kapoor, Sunny Kaushal,
Shraddha Srinath to star in first fea-
ture film of Lionsgate India Studios

Lionsgate India Studios on Monday announced its foray
into feature film production with an untitled Hindi
movie, starring Neetu Kapoor, Sunny Kaushal and
Shraddha Srinath. Described as a coming-of-age story,
the upcoming film will be directed by Milind Dhaimade
of Tu Hai Mera Sunday fame. At the core of this family
drama, which uses comedy as the main premise, is the
relationship between a mother and her son. “Lionsgate
Studios in India is delighted to announce its maiden
Hindi film,” said Rohit Jain, MD, South Asia and Networks

(Emerging Markets
Asia), Lionsgate.

“With Milind at the
helm of it, each charac-
ter has been cast per-
fectly to depict this
beautiful story that
we’re sure audiences
will love. We are run-

ning at a rapid pace with eight to 10 grand projects in
the pipeline within a year — expect big announcements
coming your way soon from Lionsgate India Studios,” he
added. Dhaimade said he was excited about collaborating
with Lionsgate India Studios. "”For me, it's very critical
who is partnering with you in creating the film since a
film is made even before it goes on the floor. All the
ingredients that are necessary to put the film together
have already been decided.” “I feel in this aspect
Lionsgate India Studios’ vision for the film, along with a
stellar cast will be wonderfully refreshing. This is a
mother-son relationship that will resonate with every-
one irrespective of region. Our casting will help audi-
ences across India connect to a relatable story,” added the
filmmaker. Neetu Kapoor said she fell in love with the
film's script the moment she read it. “It goes beyond the
regular mother-son story and explores a different side
that sets a unique tone to the romcom genre. I am excit-
ed to be part of the first production. (AGENCY)
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Creative Arts Emmys 2022:
HBO/HBO Max is on top with a
total of 25 awards over two days

HBO/HBO Max emerged on top with a combined tally of
25 wins at the 74th Annual Primetime Creative Arts Emmy
Awards 2022, which was held in two parts at the Microsoft
Theater in downtown Los Angeles over Sunday and
Monday.  The first part (hosted on Saturday night in the
US) of the award ceremony
saw HBO’s Euphoria and
The White Lotus emerging
the biggest winners.  On the
first night, HBO/HBO Max
bagged the most wins with
nine Emmy awards. The
Monday ceremony (hosted
on Sunday in the US), which focused on unscripted, variety
and documentary fare, had HBO/HBO Max adding 16 more
Emmy awards to its kitty, ending up with a total haul of 25
Emmy awards.  Actress Laurie Metcalf won in the
Outstanding Guest Actress in the Comedy category for her
role in Hacks, while Colman Domingo received the award
in the Outstanding Guest Actor in a Drama category for
Euphoria. HBO’s Last Week Tonight with John Oliver
picked up its seventh consecutive Emmy for Outstanding
Writing for a Variety Series. It also won in the Outstanding
Technical Direction, Camerawork and Video Control for A
Series categories.  The White Lotus also bagged the award
in the Outstanding Original Main Title Theme Music cate-
gory.  HBO’s Barry received the laurel in the Outstanding
Sound Editing for a Comedy or Drama Series (Half-Hour)
and Animation category. (AGENCY)

‘I’ve begun comparing films to a
wonderful funeral, rather than, as
people normally do, childbirth.…
It’s really not in my hands if the
film goes to heaven or to hell. I’m
afraid I’m becoming more and
more Buddhist as I grow older.’ –
Vidhu Vinod Chopra It is one of
the most audacious sequences in a
Hindi film ever. The royal guard,
Eklavya (Amitabh Bachchan), is
face-to-face with Prince
Udaywardhan Rana (Jimmy
Sheirgill), who he suspects has
killed the king. As the confronta-
tion gathers momentum – a
sequence from Parinda playing on
the giant screen in the back-
ground – Eklavya switches off the
lights in the room. For the next 77
seconds – the sequence begins at
1:15:48 and ends at 1:17:05 – it is
pitch-black. What you have is a
black screen with a soundtrack
peppered with gunshots. In the
theatre in which I watched the
film, the crowd became restive,
whistling and shouting obsceni-
ties at the projectionist, assuming
that there had been a power fail-
ure.

I have often wondered if the
director would have foreseen this
reaction in the audience. A per-
fectly visualised and innovatively
executed sequence of awe-inspir-

ing courage and imagination
being misread as a case of projec-
tion glitch. But knowing him, I
have a nagging doubt that he
would have, and true to his self,
didn’t give a damn. After all, there
are few filmmakers in Bollywood
as iconoclastic as Vidhu Vinod
Chopra. As Shobhaa De wrote
about the scene: “Either the direc-
tor has real balls or he is nuts. Or
both.” This radical irreverence has
always been part of Vidhu’s per-
sonality. Here’s a man who
abruptly ended his first film,

Murder at Monkey Hill (1976),
saying that he had run out of film
stock, thus highlighting the inade-
quate resources available to stu-
dent filmmakers. It is another
matter that this ‘incomplete’ crime
thriller with a delicious touch of
wry humour went on to win the
National Award for Best
Experimental Film at the 24th
National Film Awards in 1977. 

This is a man who, when
receiving the award from
President Neelam Sanjeeva Reddy,
refused to get off the stage unless

he was paid the prize money of Rs
4,000 in cash – he didn’t trust the
government with the bond he had
been given, you see – with a flus-
tered information and broadcast-
ing minister, L.K. Advani, trying to
reason with him.  It is this same
desire to swim against the tide
that resulted in the first two fea-
ture films he directed. Before he
broke new cinematic ground with
Parinda, before he brought
melody back to Hindi cinema with
1942: A Love Story, before he
became one of the country’s most

successful film producers with
blockbusters like the Munnabhai
films, 3 Idiots and PK, introducing
a host of new talent, Vidhu Vinod
Chopra made what are arguably
two of the finest thrillers in Hindi
cinema: Sazaye Maut (1981) and
Khamosh (1985). Almost 40 years
later, the films might seem techni-
cally wonky to a generation
weaned on Marvel and RRR. They
were, after all, made on budgets of
Rs 300,000 and Rs 800,000
respectively. But when seen
against the backdrop of films that
were being made in Bombay at
the time, these experiments were
nothing short of revolutionary. 

Sazaye Maut: It is minimalist
and it is effective In the year
Sazaye Maut released, the films
that ruled the box office were
clangers like Kranti, Lawaris and
Rocky, romantic films with chart-
busting music (Love Story and Ek
Duuje Ke Liye), multi-starrer
blockbusters (Naseeb) and B-
graders like Wardat and Meri
Awaaz Suno. The highest-grossing
films of 1985, when Khamosh was
made, included Ram Teri Ganga
Maili and Mard – both films pro-
viding glimpses of directors who
had lost their way and were pan-
dering to the lowest common
denominator. While melodramatic

Why Vidhu Vinod Chopra’s Sazaye Maut and
Khamosh were nothing short of revolutionary

I owe the discovery of my
favourite onscreen teacher
to a stroke of serendipity. A
sultry autumn Sunday in
1985. Only a few hours ago,
we – my brother and par-
ents – were on our way to
Paras cinema in Nehru
Place, New Delhi, where
Amitabh Bachchan was
going great guns with
Geraftaar. Out of the blue,
my father had a brainwave:
there is this classic English
war-actioner showing at
Chanakya, why don’t we
watch that? He rattled off a
few star names. What! Give
up Bachchan for some ran-
dom English film? No way.
But he had made up his
mind, and so off we went,
my brother and I muttering
under our breath all the
way. Five hours later, we
emerged from the theatre,
gobsmacked by what was a
life-altering experience. The
film was The Guns of

Navarone. 
As we literally came

out into the light from the
dark (the hall), my eyes fell
on the ‘Next Change’ poster.
Bachchan was forgotten,
and English films were to be
my new passion. One look at
us and my father was mak-
ing his way to book tickets
for the next weekend. The
film: To Sir With Love. A
world apart from Navarone,
that film opened another
frontier in my love for
English films and struck a
chord (possibly also
because only the previous
year, I had come to Delhi,
leaving behind my favourite
teacher, Ms Julie Hazarika,
in Shillong).  Watching it 40
years later, one cannot deny
the sentimentality in To Sir
With Love (the reviews at
the time were generally
scathing). And indeed
Hollywood and British cine-
ma have given us some

memorable onscreen teach-
ers in films that are better.
Leading the list would be
the 1939 classic directed by
Sam Wood, Goodbye Mr

Chips, based on James
Hilton’s novella of the same
name, starring Robert
Donat as Mr Chipping, a
teacher and headmaster at
a boarding school who rem-
inisces on the generations
of students he mentored in a
career spanning six decades

from 1870 to 1933. The stu-
dent-teacher relationship
has seldom been better
expressed than when Mr
Chips, now on his deathbed,

overhears his colleagues
talking about him. “I
thought I heard you say it
was a pity… pity I never had
any children,” he responds.
“But you’re wrong. I have!
Thousands of them, thou-
sands of them… and all…
boys.” Other unforgettable

screen teachers of more
recent vintage include
Frank Bryant in Educating
Rita (1983), John Keating in
Dead Poets Society (1989)
and Glenn Holland in Mr
Holland’s Opus (1995). 

Frank Bryant (Michael
Caine), a jaded and alcoholic
professor, prone to describ-
ing his skills as a tutor as
“appalling but good enough
for his appalling students”,
finds his passion for litera-
ture reignited when
Susan/Rita, a working-class
hairdresser, enrols with him
for an open university
course. As he plays
Professor Higgins to Julie
Walters’s Eliza Doolittle,
complications arise, with
Rita gaining in confidence
and adopting the airs of the
very culture Frank despises,
to provide a layered explo-
ration of the teacher-stu-
dent dynamics. Though crit-
icised, most famously by

Roger Ebert, as a “poorly
constructed collection of
pious platitudes”, Dead
Poets Society, based on
Nancy H. Kleinbaum’s book,
is quite a striking film about
a teacher  who encourages
his impressionable students
in a fictional elite conserva-
tive boarding school to
“seize the day, make your
lives extraordinary”. The
teacher inspires them to
look at poetry and art in a
new light, not because “we
read and write poetry
because it is cute. We read
and write poetry because
we are members of the
human race. And the
human race is filled with
passion. And medicine, law,
business, engineering,
these are noble pursuits and
necessary to sustain life.
But poetry, beauty,
romance, love, these are
what we stay alive for.
(AGENCY) 

Cult teachers in English films and how Bollywood doesn’t quite match up

Three years have passed since we
heard King Viserys Targaryen
announce his intention of marrying
Alicent Hightower — best friend to
daughter Rhaenyra — and since
Daemon Targaryen and Corlys
Velaryon defied the king and
joined hands to fight the threat of
the Crabfeeder.  So where are we
now? Well, Alicent has given birth
to a boy, Aegon, who is now two.
Rhaenyra is concerned (legitimate-
ly) about being supplanted as heir
to the throne and is refusing to
play happy family with her father
and his new family. Daemon’s bat-
tle with the Crabfeeder is not going
well despite his dragon, and defeat
is imminent.  For all those Game of
Thrones fans who are, like King
Viserys, tired of the politicking and
looking for some action, the episode
should be a delight, opening as it does
with dragons in battle. But sand-
wiched in between is the heart of the
matter — Viserys’ inability to take the
hard calls and the resulting fissures
that continue to expand and bring us
closer to the civil war that is central to
the show.  The women are integral to

the politics of the game of thrones
here, but only in so much as making
the right marriages and their ability to
bear children, which, to be honest, gets
old after a while.  Viserys wants
Rhaenyra to do her duty and marry a

suitable lord (doesn’t matter if he is a
doofus like Jason Lannister) to
strengthen her claim to the throne.
Otto Hightower, wanting to secure his
grandson’s claim to the throne in case
Viserys doesn’t change his mind, sug-
gests Rhaenyra be married to her two-
year-old half-brother Aegon
(ewwwwww). Otto also wants Alicent,
who made the right marriage and
birthed a son, to convince Viserys to
name Aegon his heir. Lyonel Strong

pushes for yet another Velaryon-
Targaryen betrothal, this time
between Corys’ son and Rhaenyra.

What about the woman who is at
the centre of all this politicking?
Rhaenyra is having none of it (yay,

woman power! But what about
heirs?!). Milly Alcock once again
does a superb job in showing her
sense of isolation — from her father,
from her former best friend and
from all the people gathered at the
royal hunt (organised to celebrate
the second birthday of Prince
Aegon) who may not accept her as
queen. Rhaenyra has a public dis-
agreement with Viserys, a tussle of
power with Alicent in front of the

court bard and is tellingly absent from
her father’s side during the final hunt.
While it speaks for her independence
and strong will, her attitude probably
doesn’t inspire confidence among the
patriarchal lot she will have as sub-
jects. Thank god time passes different-
ly between weekly episodes of House
of the Dragon and much happens off-
screen! Imagine having to sit through
three years of the same dreary poli-
ticking. (AGENCY)

House of the Dragon Episode 3: The plot thickens
and picks up pace with a battle and good ol’ politics

Filmmaker, screenwriter,
author, actor, opera director
German documentarian
Werner Herzog wears
many hats. Portraying The
Client in Star Wars’ spin-off
series The Mandalorian
made him popular among
Star Wars fans in 2019, but
Herzog’s documentaries
have been a source of inspi-
ration for several filmmak-
ers over many decades.
Herzog, through his docu-
mentaries, has often
explored the beauty of plan-
et Earth and the human
connection with the envi-
ronment. As the iconic film-
maker turns 80 today, we
take a look at five of his most
recent and must-watch doc-
umentaries.  In 2020,

Herzog collaborated with
Apple TV for a gripping doc-
umentary about meteors.
Titled Fireball: Visitors
from Darker Worlds, the
documentary, co-directed
by Clive Oppenheimer,
explores many aspects of
meteorites — the scientific
side and the cultural and
spiritual side, especially of
ancient tribes that might

not have known what it
really was. Oppenheimer
visited a lab that specifically
studied and displayed mete-
orites to learn about the
physical outlook of these
alien materials. It also looks
at the craters the mete-
orites leave behind, offering
a deeper insight into this
natural phenomenon and
how people have viewed it

over the centuries. Herzog
explores the modern era of
computers and artificial
intelligence in his 2016 doc-
umentary, Lo and Behold.
The filmmaker utilises it to
investigate the impact that
computer technology is
having on various people
and wonders where it will
lead us in the future. While
shooting this documentary,
Herzog connected with
those involved in the cre-
ation of the internet in its
infancy at the University of
California. They shared
humorous anecdotes about
the earliest communications
exchanged in history as
well as the generally unex-
pected nature of computer
technology. (AGENCY)

Werner Herzog turns 80: 5 must-watch
documentaries by the German filmmaker

Top 6 cameos in Fabulous Lives
of Bollywood Wives Season 2

and 4 forgettable ones
The string of star cameos is a big draw of the second sea-
son of Fabulous Lives of Bollywood Wives, apart from the
amped up catfighting and shifting dynamics between the
four leads — Neelam Kothari, Maheep Kapoor, Bhavana
Pandey and Sima Sajdeh. Show producer Karan Johar fea-
tures in several episodes, almost serving as the fifth impor-
tant character in the plot, accosting a new celebrity each
time. Here are the star cameos to watch out for in the
Netflix show.  The first episode promises a Ranveer Singh
appearance; you get to see him in the last episode. Karan
invites the four leading ladies to the set of his film Rocky

Aur Rani Ki Prem Kahani,
after they keep pestering
him for an invite. Ranveer,
who stars in the film,
shows up and floors the
four. Oh, Karan lets them
stay on for the shoot of a
scene with Ranveer in the
shower, showing off his
abs.  The most famous

wife of Bollywood appears in several episodes of Fabulous
Lives of Bollywood Wives Season 2, giving a peek into her
life. You get to see Gauri Khan as an artist as well as an
entrepreneur instead of just being Shah Rukh Khan’s bet-
ter half. Her real-life bond with the four ladies is also evi-
dent.  Filmmaker-choreographer Farah Khan’s cameo is
one of the most entertaining this season. Farah officiates
Bhavana and Chunky Panday’s renewal of vows in the last
episode, on their invitation. (AGENCY)

On the occasion of
Teachers' Day, Dinesh
Vijan's Maddock Films
announced a film that is
dedicated to teachers. Titled
'Happy Teachers' Day', the
film will feature Radhika
Madan and Nimrat Kaur in
the lead roles. Helmed by
Mikhil Musale, the social-
thriller is written by Mikhil
Musale and Parinda Joshi.
Although a vast majority of
the film's details are cur-
rently kept under wraps,
the video clearly hints that
the film is about the most
important pillars and sculp-
tures of society--the teach-
ers. While the short clip
begins by highlighting that
teachers educate, enlighten,
empower, and shape our

lives, it ends on a deep and
thought-provoking ques-
tioning note -- "But can't
they have a life?" Sharing

the update, Nimrat Kaur
took to Instagram and
dropped an announcement
video. "Wishing all the
teachers a very
#HappyTeachersDay! And
this is what we bring to you
today! #DineshVijan pres-
ents Happy Teachers' Day,
starring yours truly and the
amazing. (AGENCY)

‘Can’t teachers have a life?’ probes
Nimrat Kaur, Radhika Madan’s

next ‘Happy Teacher’s Day’


