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Eknath Shinde visits Raj Thackeray's
residence ahead of Mumbai civic
polls, raises eyebrows
MUMBAI: (AGENCY)

Maharashtra Chief Minister Eknath Shinde on
Thursday met MNS chief Raj Thackeray at the
latter's residence in central Mumbai. While an
official said that Shinde called on Thackeray on
the occasion of the Ganesh festival, the meeting
led to speculation as it came ahead of the cru-
cial civic polls in Mumbai. 

Shinde met Raj Thackeray at his new resi-
dence `Shivtirth' in Dadar. The MNS chief, who
has been at loggerheads with his cousin and
Shiv Sena chief Uddhav Thackeray for a long,
met BJP leaders last month, leading to a buzz
that the saffron party may form a tie-up with
the Maharashtra Navnirman Sena for the
Mumbai polls. The BJP is currently in alliance
with the Shinde-led faction of the Shiv Sena.
Earlier on Monday, MNS chief Raj Thackeray
visited Sagar Bungalow to meet Deputy Chief
Minister Devendra Fadnavis. In this meeting,
there was an hour-long discussion between
Fadnavis and Raj Thackeray. Later last night,
BJP National General Secretary Vinod Tawde
went to meet Raj Thackeray at his Shivtirth res-
idence.  After Monday's meeting between Raj
Thackeray and Devendra Fadnavis, arguments
have erupted in political circles. Raj Thackeray
has been seen consistently supporting the BJP
in recent times.

BRIEF NEWS

All ploys to overthrow the
elected government of
Delhi foiled, Operation
Lotus falls flat: CM Arvind
Kejriwal

58 MLAs vote in favour of
Kejriwal Government;
abstentions & against
votes remain at zero; CM
Arvind Kejriwal wins
vote by complete majority

NEW DELHI, OPEN SEARCH

Chief Minister Shri
Arvind Kejriwal proved
majority in the 7th Delhi
Legislative Assembly on
Thursday. The Kejriwal
Government unanimously
won the trust vote and not a
single vote was cast against
the Motion of Confidence
during the proceedings.
Congratulating the MLAs
and the people of Delhi and
the whole country, Shri
Arvind Kejriwal said that all
ploys to overthrow the

elected government of Delhi
had been foiled, and the
Operation Lotus has fallen
flat today. Notably, 58 MLAs
voted in favour of the
Kejriwal Government.
Abstention & against votes
remained at zero, making
CM Shri Arvind Kejriwal
win the vote by complete
majority. 

The trust vote was
administered by Deputy
Speaker Smt Rakhi Birla,
who first conducted a voice

vote that the AAP won. In
favour of transparency, a
vote division was also con-
ducted physically, wherein
the AAP won 58:0. Shri
Arvind Kejriwal said, “I con-
gratulate the people of Delhi
and the whole country that
there is one such kattar
imaandar party existing
today that fears no one, and
whose MLAs refuse to be
bought out by anyone. In
the history of mankind, AAP
is perhaps such a party that

has been subjected to the
highest number of false
cases. There’s only two par-
ties left in the national polit-
ical arena; one kattar
imaandar, beacon-holder of
honesty and the other kattar
beimaan, flagbearer of
deceit-dishonesty. Kattar
Imaandaar party has been
built by honest leaders, CMs,
MLAs; kattar beimaan party
has been built through
scams and corruption.

Kattar Imaandaar
party spends taxpayer
money on schools and hos-
pitals; kattar beimaan party
spends taxpayer money on
the luxury of its friends and
buys MLAs from it. Kattar
beimaan party is full of une-
ducated leaders and fake
degree holders; Kattar
Imaandar party is full of
educated leaders and
IITians with real degrees.
Kattar Imaandar party has a
very capable team, it has
vision and knowledge while

the kattar beimaan party
only has goons and hooli-
gans. Kattar beimaan party
believes in Dostwaad, Kattar
Imaandar party cares for
this nation, believes in
Bharatwaad. Kattar
Imaandar party wants to
Make India No 1; kattar
beimaan party wants to
make its friends No 1. I have
two clear demands stop buy-
ing MLAs so petrol-diesel
prices can be reduced;
recover the loans written off
for your friends and instead
forgive farmer and student
loans.” Earlier they used to
hurl allegations that I did
not build any school and
now they say that I have
built more schools than I
should’ve; I fail to under-
stand their logic: CM Arvind
Kejriwal Chief Minister Shri
Arvind Kejriwal said, "A few
days ago these people plant-
ed a frivolous FIR against
Shri Manish Sisodia alleging
that he gobbled funds.

CM Kejriwal proves majority in Delhi Vidhan Sabha

SHIMLA : OPEN SEARCH

Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur
said that the State
Government was sensitive
towards the poor and weaker
sections of the society and
effective steps have been
taken for the upliftment of
these sections. He was presid-
ing over the concluding ses-
sion of one day seminar on
"The Role of SC Commission in
Solution of Schedule Castes
issues after 75 years of
Independence", organized by
the Himachal Pradesh State
Commission for Scheduled
Castes here today.

Chief Minister said that
the population of scheduled
castes in the state was around
25.19 percent as per the 2011
census and holistic develop-
ment of the state could be pos-
sible only when there was all-
round and balanced develop-
ment of all the communities
and areas. He said that the
State Government had always
given top priority to fulfill the
basic needs like livelihood and
housing of all the communi-

ties and had ensured that
everyone gets better and
equal opportunities for educa-
tion, health and development.

Jai Ram Thakur said that
the State Government had
been implementing the
Scheduled Castes
Development Program with
an objective of accelerating
the economic and social devel-
opment of the Scheduled
Castes.

He said that a budget pro-
vision of Rs. 2400.12 crore
had been made under the
Scheduled Castes Sub-Plan
and Rs. 148 Lakh had been
made under Follow up
Programme to achieve the tar-

get of 8244 beneficiaries in
this financial year. Total
20399 people have benefited
under this scheme since the
year 2018.

Chief Minister said that
the state government has
increased the budget alloca-
tion for the empowerment of
Scheduled Castes, Other
Backward Classes, Minorities
and Specially abled, by 113
percent in the last four years.
As compared to the budget
amount of Rs.537.06 crore
allocated in the financial year
2017-18, a provision of Rs.
1145.21 crore has been made
this year, added the Chief
Minister.  He said that a budg-

et provision of Rs. 75.00 had
been made this year for the
construction of houses under
the Swarna Jayanti Ashray
Yojana, to achieve the target of
construction of 5000 houses
and a provision of Rs. 310 lakh
for Inter Caste Marriage
Scheme.

Jai Ram Thakur said that
348 villages were also selected
in 2018-19 under Pradhan
Mantri Adarsh Gram Yojna
phase-2, besides this, 213 vil-
lages under Gram Vikas Yojna.
So far 167 villages have been
declared as Adarsh Grams
under Phase II. 

He said that
'Mukhyamantri Adarsh Gram
Yojana' was being implement-
ed on the lines of Pradhan
Mantri Adarsh Gram Yojana,
under which Rs. 96.26 crore
has been released so far,
which has benefitted about
700 villages. Chief Minister
said that various scholarship
schemes were being imple-
mented for providing scholar-
ship to students of SC commu-
nities at school and college
level.

KERALA : (AGENCY)

Kerala too would have a
“double-engine”-driven
development if it supports
BJP in the State, according
to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. Addressing party
workers at a public meet-
ing organised outside the
Cochin International
Airport Limited on
Thursday evening, Mr. Modi
said the BJP-ruled States
were experiencing double-
engine development with
the copious support of the
BJP-led central government.

The people of the State
are now looking at the BJP
with new hopes. They have
realised that the BJP is one
political party that could
bring in development and
fulfil their aspirations. The
people have also realised
that the party was commit-
ted to development for all
sections of the society, he
said. 

Recalling his recent
speech at the Red Fort to
fight corruption, Mr. Modi
said some political polari-
sations were happening in

the country following the
measures to curb corrup-
tion. Some political parties
were coming together to
save the corrupt. The peo-
ple of the State should come
forward to fight corruption,
he said.

The Prime Minister
said the Centre had been
generously supporting the
State in various spheres of
development including

infrastructure growth.
Various roads and National
Highway development proj-
ects worth ?50,000 crore
were in progress in the
State. Over 3000km of
roads were developed in the
rural areas of the State
under the Pradhan Manthri
Gram Sadak Yojana.
Various infrastructure proj-
ects including the metro rail
project will be launched in

the State on Friday, he said.
The BJP-led NDA gov-

ernment at the centre was
committed to betterment of
the lives of the poor, the
marginalised, dalits and the
exploited sections of the
society. Around 2 lakh per-
sons from the State benefit-
ed under the housing
scheme, Prime Minister’s
Awas Yojana. Of this,
around 1.3 lakh houses

have been completed.
Around 3.6 lakh persons
benefited from the medical
aid scheme of the centre, he
said. BJP State President K.
Surendran presented an
Onakodi to Mr. Modi, who
was clad in traditional
Kerala wear. BJP leader C.P.
Radhakrishnan was also
present on the dais. Earlier
Government Arif
Muhammad Khan and
Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan welcomed Mr. Modi
at the airport.

CHENNAI: (AGENCY)

Tamil Nadu’s Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) chief K
Annamalai on Thursday
justified his outburst on
Twitter against state
finance minister Palanivel
Thiaga Rajan, saying he
wasn’t Jesus Christ to turn
the other cheek when the
minister insults him.

“They speak of social
justice but how many first-
generation politicians have
come up in the DMK?” said
the former Indian Police
Service (IPS) officer who
quit his job in 2019 and
joined the BJP. Annamalai,
who unsuccessfully con-
tested the 2021 assembly
elections, was appointed as
the state’s BJP chief 2021,
the youngest party leader to
hold the post. He is 38.

“And if someone like
that does come up, you use

abusive language and your
I-T wing. I’m not Jesus
Christ to turn my other
cheek if you slap me. If you
hit me, I will hit back. If you
are aggressive, I’ll come at
you with double aggression.
If the DMK engages in
respectful politics, I’ll be
doubly respectful. The DMK
has to forget its old way of
doing politics by threaten-
ing,” he said, adding that the
DMK thinks they can
threaten him because he’s
from a village where his
family works on a farm and
rears goats. Finance minis-
ter Rajan, or PTR as the 56-
year-old is called in the
state, and Annamalai are
the two key players in the
back and forth between the
ruling Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam (DMK) and the
BJP after a leaked audio clip
emerged last month.

According to the DMK,
Annamalai and the BJP’s
Madurai rural district sec-
retary Maha Suseendran
are heard discussing PTR in
the conversation and
accuse the state BJP chief of
being involved in the
August 13 incident in which
a BJP worker threw a slip-
per at PTR’s car in Madurai.
Annamalai has said that it
was his voice in the audio
but alleged that the DMK
doctored the clip. On
Wednesday evening, PTR
took to Twitter to declare
that he won’t address
Annamalai by his name and
instead used an emoticon of
the goat which is how the
BJP chief is mocked by his
opponents in Tamil Nadu.
Attaching photos and news-
paper clippings, PTR
alleged that Annamalai is a
rabble-rouser.

‘Am not Jesus Christ’: BJP leader Annamalai
takes a swipe at TN minister PTR

NEW DELHI, OPEN SEARCH

A veritable political 'storm
in a tea cup' has arisen over
TMC Supremo Mamata
Banerjee's assertions on
Wednesday that all in the
RSS were "not bad" and
there are many who "do not
support BJP". While the
AIMIM, Congress and CPM
on Thursday attacked her
for what they saw as oppor-
tunism on Banerjee's part,
the BJP said it did not need
certificates from her. The
RSS, instead of commenting
on her left-handed praise,
pointed to Bengal's record
of political violence and
asked for corrective meas-
ures. The sharpest attack
came from the Hyderabad-
based All India Majlis-e-
Ittehadul Muslimeen
(AIMIM) chief Asaduddin
Owaisi, who on Thursday
said that "in 2003 too, she
had called RSS 'patriots',
(and) in turn Rashtriya
Swayamsewak Sangh had
called her Durga". Owaisi,
whose party failed to win a
single seat including Muslim
majority constituencies in

Bengal in the last assembly
elections where it posi-
tioned itself as opposed to
both TMC and BJP, said sar-
castically "hope TMC's
'Muslim faces' praise her
for her honesty and consis-
tency". The TMC, however,

tried to make light of
Owaisi's remark and said
the party doesn't need to
prove its secular credentials
to him. "We don't need to
prove anything to Owaisi.
Mamata Banerjee has tried
to say that every organisa-
tion has good and bad peo-
ple. We don't need to prove
our secular credentials to
anyone after we defeated
the BJP-RSS juggernaut in
the last assembly polls,"
TMC MP Sougata Roy said.
However, besides AIMIM, a
host of bigger parties joined
the fray in taking.

Kejriwal Government unanimously wins trust vote, not a single vote cast against Motion of Confidence

Tamil Nadu BJP
chief K Annamalai,
38, said the DMK
has to forget its old
way of doing poli-
tics by threatening
rivals. “If you hit
me, I will hit back.”

Various roads

and National

Highway develop-

ment projects

worth ?50,000

crore were in

progress in the

State.
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CHANDIGARH : OPEN SEARCH

Haryana Cabinet which met
under the Chairmanship of
Chief Minister, Sh. Manohar
Lal here today accorded
approval for laying of annu-
al accounts of Haryana
Khadi and Village Industries
Board for the year 2017-18
before the Legislative
Assembly of the state.

The annual audited
accounts of the Haryana
Khadi and Village Industries
Board are required to be
placed before the State
Legislature as per the provi-
sions contained in section
19A (3) of the Comptroller
and Auditor General of
India (Duties, Powers and
conditions of the service)
Act, 1971.

The annual audit of the
Haryana Khadi and Village
Industries Board for the
year 2017-18 was conduct-
ed by the Accountant
General (Audit) Haryana as

per the provisions of sec-
tion 19 (3) of the
Comptroller and Auditor
General of India (Duties,
Powers and conditions of
the service) Act , 1971, as
amended in 1984. It is
worth mentioning that
Haryana Khadi and Village
Industries Board came into
existence on February 1,
1969 as a result of bifurca-
tion of composite Punjab
Khadi and Village Industries
Board. It is a non-profit

making service organiza-
tion. It draws funds for its
schemes/activities from the
Central Government
through Khadi and Village
Industries Commission and
the State Government. The
Cabinet also decided to
authorize a Empowered
Cabinet Sub Committee to
approve such statements of
accounts of statutory bodies
that need to be placed
before the Haryana
Legislative Assembly. 

Kerala could look for double-engine
driven development, says PM Modi

Haryana Cabinet Which Met Under The
Chairmanship Of CM Manohar Lal

Mamata Banerjee says all in
RSS are 'not bad'; Asaduddin

Owaisi, BJP and Congress react

Effective steps taken for ensuring upliftment of poor
and weaker sections of society : Chief Minister
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CHANDIGARH: (AGENCY)

Raising strong concerns
over former Haryana chief
minister Bhupinder Singh
Hooda meeting Ghulam
Nabi Azad, who quit the
party blaming its leadership,
senior Congress leader
Kumari Selja has said the
move confuses and dis-
heartens the party rank and
file. Ms Selja, a Congress
Working Committee (CWC)
member and former presi-
dent of the party's Haryana
unit, is learnt to have lodged
a complaint against Mr
Hooda, also the Leader of
Opposition in the state, with
the party high command
and also demanded a show
cause notice against him.

Apart from Mr Hooda,
two other members of the
G-23 Anand Sharma and
Prithviraj Chavan on
Tuesday met Mr Azad at his
Delhi residence, days after
the leader from Jammu and

Kashmir resigned from the
party, blaming its leadership.
Ms Selja has raised the mat-
ter with some senior party
leaders, including All India
Congress Committee
Haryana in-charge Vivek
Bansal. When asked for a
comment, Ms Selja over the
phone on Thursday, "I have
said that Mr Hooda going

there and meeting Mr Azad
when he has left the party,
blamed the leadership and
even made personal com-
ments against our leaders,
disheartens the party rank
and file and also confuses
them." "He (Azad) has cho-
sen a path and left the party.
But once the die is cast, the
person has left the party and

has already announced
floating his own party, what
is the point of him
(Hooda's) going to his
(Azad's) house," she sought
to know.

Ms Selja is also learnt to
have told the party high
command that such a devel-
opment was not acceptable
even though the former

Haryana chief minister had
been given a free hand in
running the affairs of the
Congress' state unit. Mr
Hooda is among the G-23
leaders who had in a letter to
the Congress president in
August 2020 sought an
organisational overhaul
and elections at all levels.

He, along with Mr
Sharma and Mr Chavan are
learnt to have held discus-
sions with Mr Azad regard-
ing the G-23's future strate-
gy.

The Congress had in
April revamped its Haryana
unit, appointing former leg-
islator and Mr Hooda loyal-
ist Udai Bhan as its presi-
dent, replacing Ms Selja,
who was later made a CWC
member.

As part of the reorgani-
sation, the party had also
appointed four working
presidents. Mr Hooda's son
Deepender Singh Hooda is a
Rajya Sabha MP.

TAMIL NADU : (AGENCY)

A video showing a school
student losing grip and
falling from an overcrowd-
ed bus is going viral on the
internet. According to a
Twitter post, the chilling
incident took place in Tamil
Nadu's Kanchipuram dis-
trict.  The short clip, origi-
nally shared by Twitter user
A Senthil Kumar, showed a
bus tilted to the left because
of the weight of the passen-
gers hanging off its door.
Moments later, it showed a
boy dressed in school uni-
form slipping onto the road.
He was seen rolling just
inches away from the back
wheels of the vehicle and
onto the incoming traffic.
After being knocked down
to the ground, the boy was
then seen attempting to get
to his feet. He seemed
unhurt but appeared to be
shaken.  Since being shared,
the video has surfaced on
several social media plat-
forms. On Twitter, it has
garnered over 488,000

views.  Reacting to the clip,
one user wrote, "My God!!
This brought horrific mem-
ories of our school days.
Scary to see such things

continuing even after 3-4
decades!!" Another said, "He
got damn lucky he didn't fall
under the wheels."  "Safe
ride means kids should get
inside the bus not ride on
the steps of the bus hanging
by one hand and carrying a
huge weight," added third.
"If we can't provide safe
ride to our children to
school,  what is the develop-

ment we had is nothing,"
commented fourth. 

Meanwhile, in another
similar incident, an
autorickshaw driver in Uttar

Pradesh was recently fined
for transporting school chil-
dren in a dangerous man-
ner. A video showed a group
of school children sitting on
the roof of the autorick-
shaw.  The clip prompted a
response from Bareilly
Police. They said in a tweet
in Hindi that "legal action"
had been initiated against
the driver as per the rules. 

Bhupinder Hooda Slammed For
Meeting Ghulam Nabi Azad

School Boy's Miraculous Escape After Falling
From Overcrowded Bus In Tamil Nadu

CHANDIGARH: (AGENCY)

On the growing demand
within the Congress to
make its organisation voter
rolls public, senior party
leader from Punjab, Partap
Singh Bajwa, today told his
colleagues to simply to go to
the party office and collect
them if they are in the con-
test. "It's 24, Akbar Road,
Delhi. They know it too," he
said, without naming any-
one, when asked about
Manish Tewari, Shashi
Tharoor and others' state-
ments.

"The voter rolls for an
internal election aren't pub-
lic property. Do you think a
chaiwallah (tea-seller) or
someone selling golgappe
will provide you with the

electoral rolls?" Mr Bajwa,
Leader of Opposition in the
Vidhan Sabha "Those who
are contesting can get
them." "Let me tell you this
also... None of these guys
who are asking for the rolls
are going to contest," he
said, referring to the presi-
dential polls scheduled for
next month. 

Shashi Tharoor is
reported to be considering
a run for the post, though.
Mr Tharoor and Mr Tewari,
both former union minis-
ters, were among the 23
leaders who wrote to inter-
im chief Sonia Gandhi seek-
ing "inclusive leadership".
Some of the 'G-23' have
since left the party, the latest
being Ghulam Nabi Azad.

The party remains in a

fix because Rahul Gandhi
has so far refused to contest
for the post, which is held as
an interim arrangement by
his mother ever since he
quit after the 2019 loss. He
is facing persistent attacks
from party leaders who've
quit, such as Mr Azad, as

well as those who haven't
but demand reforms, such
as Anand Sharma. 

Sonia Gandhi has
already opted out of any
race, as son Rahul and
daughter Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra have taken on more
active roles over the years.

There's been some buzz
that Priyanka Gandhi may
be asked to contest. But the
family is keen on a non-
Gandhi, sources have said. 

Rajasthan Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot may
be their choice — a move
that could also end a fester-
ing row in the state, giving
Sachin Pilot the job that he's
long desired.

"There needs to be a
change within the party,
irrespective of whether I
contest or not," Mr Tharoor
has said. On Mr Tewari's
demand to make voter
details public, he said
"Nothing wrong in that...
Everyone should know who
can nominate and who can
vote."

The party has said 900

delegates from across the
country will vote in the elec-
tions.  Party MP Karti
Chidambaram, son of for-
mer union minister P
Chidambaram, has called
this "an ad-hoc electoral col-
lege" which, he says, "is
"meaningless".

Manish Tewari, who is
Lok Sabha member from
Punjab's Anandpur Sahib
segment, even tagged party
veteran Madhusudan
Mistry on Twitter, asking for
the rolls to be put up on the
party website. ut Mr Mistry,
who heads the party's cen-
tral election body, has said
state units have the detail
anyway. "Those who want
to file a nomination... we will
give the same to them.
(AGENCY)

KOCHI: (AGENCY)

Slamming "consumer cul-
ture of use and throw", the
Kerala High Court, while
rejecting a divorce plea by a
51-year-old man, has made
some sweeping observa-
tions, one of which says
newer generations see mar-
riage as "evil". Live-in rela-
tionships are on the rise, it
underlines, worrying about
"\conscience of the society".
A Division Bench of Justices
A Muhammed Mustaque
and Sophy Thomas deliv-
ered the judgment n August
24, while rejecting the
man's appeal for divorce
over alleged "matrimonial
cruelty". He has an extra-
marital affair since 2017,
but "there is nothing to
show that the chances of an
amicable reunion are fore-
closed forever" as his wife,
38, is willing to accept him
back, the High Court order
says, stressing the fact that
the couple has three daugh-
ters. "Nowadays, the
younger generation think
that marriage is an evil that
could be avoided to enjoy

free life without any liabili-
ties or obligations. They
would expand the word
'WIFE' as 'Worry Invited
For Ever' substituting the
old concept of 'Wise
Investment For Ever'," reads
the order.

The man was in the
High Court after a family
court rejected his petition
as the wife — who lives
with their daughters — dis-
puted his claims that she
assaulted him. The court
said that under Divorce Act
1869, which applies to
Christian marriages, the
husband has not been able
to prove any cruelty by the

wife. The couple — from
Alappuzha district, but set-
tled in Saudi Arabia for over
a decade — got married in
2009. In 2018, the husband
moved a family court for
divorce. But the man's
mother stood by his wife,

and is cited as one of the
witnesses who "still want to
see them live together along
with their children". "Kerala,
known as God's Own
Country, was once famous
for its well-knit family
bondage," the court order,
authored by Justice Sophy
Thomas, says, "But the
present trend, it seems to
break the nuptial tie on
flimsy or selfish reasons, or
for extra-marital relation-
ships, even unmindful of
their children."

"The consumer culture
of 'use and throw' seems to
have influenced our matri-
monial relationships also.
Live-in-relationships are on
the rise, just to say good-bye
when they fell apart.

"For Youngsters, WIFE Is Worry Invited For
Ever": Kerala High Court Denies Divorce

On Camera, Woman Slapped,
Pushed By Raj Thackeray's

Party Leader In Mumbai
MUMBAI: (AGENCY)

A video showing a woman being pushed and slapped by
activists of Raj Thackeray's Maharashtra Navnirman
Sena (MNS) in Mumbai has gone viral. The woman,
Prakash Devi, had objected to a pole being installed for
publicity boards by the MNS men, led by Vinod Argile, on
August 28.  In the video, some people are seen pulling Mr
Argile away, but he persists with the assault, slapping,

shoving, pushing her,
at which she falls on
the street. Passers-by
do not interfere, shows
the 80-second clip. 

The party workers
were installing bam-
boo poles in the
Mumba Devi area -

famous for its temple - but Prakash Devi told them not to
install one in front of her medicine shop. She later said
that not only was she physically assaulted, but the MNS
men threw abuses at her too. Police said a case was reg-
istered after she complained on August 31, three days
after the assault. The woman's medical examination has
been conducted, and now action will be taken very soon,
police added. There was no immediate reaction by the
MNS, the party formed by Raj Thackeray after he left his
uncle Bal Thackeray's Shiv Sena some years ago.

Newborn Baby's Head Found In
Market In Madhya Pradesh's

Jabalpur, Cops Probe
JABALPUR: (AGENCY)

The head and a hand of a newborn child were found
lying in a market in Madhya Pradesh's Jabalpur district,
police said today. Sanitary workers of the government-

run Netaji Subhash
Chandra Bose Medical
College & Hospital
found body parts lying
partially wrapped in a
cloth in the market
located near the hospi-
tal and alerted police,
City Superintendent of

Police Tushar Singh told Press Trust of India.
The police conducted a search but were yet to trace

the other body parts, he said. The two body parts found
in the market have been kept in the government's hospi-
tal's mortuary, he said. The police are conducting an
investigation into the matter from all angles.

"Liquor Unites People": Chhattisgarh
Minister At De-Addiction Event

BALRAMPUR: (AGENCY)

Chhattisgarh School Education Minister Premsai Singh
Tekam courted controversy by reciting lines of
Harivansh Rai Bachchan's legendary book 'Madhushala'
at a de-addiction programme, and going on to say that
liquor unites people but must be consumed in a con-
trolled manner. Post the programme on Tuesday, the
opposition Bharatiya Janata Party said there was no
shortage of "cartoons" in the state's Congress govern-
ment led by Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel. A one-
minute video of Tekam's speech at the programme,
organized by the police under its 'Nasha Mukti Abhiyan'
and attended by school children in Wadrafnagar, went
viral on social media on Thursday. "Harivansh Rai
Bachchan ji had written 'mandir masjid jhagda karate,
lekin ek karati madhushala'. But there should be control
(in consumption of liquor). You should have control on
your own," the minister said in his speech. 

"I attended a meeting where one section opposed
the consumption of liquor citing its ill effects, while
another section favoured it citing its benefits. Liquor
unites everyone. We also use it sometimes in celebra-
tions and elections," Tekam said. He went on explain that
"daaru (liquor) meant 'D', which also stood for dilution
with water as well as duration, as all of it must not be
had at once. He advised the gathering about the ill-effects
of alcohol and said one must not get addicted. Hitting out,
BJP MLA Ajay Chandrakar said, "Bhupesh Baghel ji's gov-
ernment and party are full of cartoons.

"Chaiwallah Won't Have Voter Roll": Punjab Leader Partap Bajwa Amid Congress Poll Row

RANCHI: (AGENCY)

Leaders of Jharkhand's rul-
ing JMM-Congress coalition
are meeting Governor
Ramesh Bais. Chief Minister
Hemant Soren is likely to
face disqualification as an
MLA following a BJP com-
plaint about an Office of
Profit case. The Hemant
Soren government in

Jharkhand is in flux since
the Election Commission
reportedly recommended
the disqualification of the
Chief Minister to the
Governor.

Mr Soren is facing dis-
qualification as an MLA
after the BJP moved a plea
alleging he violated election
rules by extending a mining
lease to himself.  The BJP is
also demanding mid-term
election on "moral

grounds", while the JMM-
Congress leaders are confi-
dent that their government
will sail through the crisis
as they have the numbers.
The Election Commission
has concluded the hearings,
and submitted its opinion
to the Governor on Tuesday.
The announcement of the
verdict is expected any day,
it is learnt.

Earlier this week, sev-
eral MLAs of the ruling
coalition were flown to
Raipur in a bid to "ring-
fence" them from possible
poaching attempts by the
BJP. The JMM and Congress
fear the BJP may take
advantage of the crisis and
make an attempt to poach
their MLAs and overturn
the elected government, as
happened in several states,
including Maharashtra,
Madhya Pradesh and
Karnataka.

In the 81-member
assembly, the ruling coali-
tion has 49 MLAs - the JMM,
the largest party, has 30
MLAs, the Congress 18 leg-
islators, and the Rashtriya
Janata Dal one.

Jharkhand Crisis: MLAs of
Hemant Soren's Party And
Congress Meet Governor

Briefs News

KOLKATA: (AGENCY)

Primary teachers' bodies in
West Bengal have said it
would be a herculean task to
furnish details about
appointments made since
2011, which was sought by
the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) as part of
its probe into a school jobs
scam. The ED had earlier in
the week written to the
chairman of the West
Bengal Board of Primary
Education (WBBPE) for soft
copies of the appointment-
related details by Thursday.

"Details of the
appointees as primary
school teachers should be
submitted in excel format
within two days," the board
said in a notice to the chair-
person of each district pri-
mary school council on

Tuesday. "The notice was
prompted by the ED's direc-
tive to the board. We wel-

come a fresh relook at all
the appointments made
since 2011," Kinkar
Adhikary, an office bearer
of the 'Sikshak Sikshakarmi
Sikshanuragi Oikyo Manch'
(Joint Forum of Teaching &
Non-Teaching Staff), The

entire process will be
painstaking and herculean
since "glaring anomalies

were found in all recruit-
ments since 2012 after the
intervention of the high
court," he claimed.

Another office bearer of
a teachers' body said pro-
viding details sought by the
ED within time will be a

daunting task. Ananda
Handa, general secretary of
Bengal Primary Teachers
Association, said, "We want
every eligible and compe-
tent candidate, who did not
get jobs in primary schools
in all these years despite
qualifying, get justice under
due process of law."  The ED
had earlier arrested sus-
pended Trinamool
Congress leader and former
state minister Partha
Chatterjee, and his close
associate Arpita Mukherjee
for their alleged involve-
ment in the multi-crore
scam. A senior WBBPE offi-
cial said since the entire
matter is sub judice, he can-
not comment on the views
expressed by primary
teachers' bodies. "We are
acting as directed by the
ED," the official added.

Bengal Teachers Term Probe Agency
Order In Jobs Scam "Herculean Task"

JAMSHEDPUR:  (AGENCY)

To commemorate the occa-
sion of Ganesh Chaturthi, in
Jamshedpur, Jharkhand, a
pandal has been prepared
in the shape of an Aadhaar
card, identifying Lord
Ganesha's address in
Kailash and his date of birth
during the 6th century. The
Aadhar card contains a cut-
out inside which an idol of
the deity has been placed.
On scanning the barcode
present at its side, a Google
link for Lord Ganesha
images opens up on the
screen.

The address mentioned
on it is Shree Ganesh S/o
Mahadev, Kailash Parbat,
Top Floor, Near,
Mansarover, Lake, Kailash
Pincode- 000001 and the
year of birth says
01/01/600CE.

This Ganesh pandal's
organiser, Sarav Kumar,
while speaking to ANI
revealed that he got the idea
of making this Aadhar card-
themed pandal after visit-
ing one in Kolkata, where a
Facebook theme pandal
had been made.

He said, "One time when
I was visiting Kolkata, there,
I saw a Facebook pandal.
Since I also do Ganesh

pooja, it came to my mind
that I too should do some-
thing unique. Hence, I got
the idea of this Aadhar card
pandal."

Mr Kumar also aims to
give an important message
through his unique pandal.
He is trying to convey that
those who have not got
their Aadhar cards made
should get it done as soon as

possible as it is an impor-
tant document.  He added,
"When God can have an
Aadhar card then maybe
the people who haven't had
theirs made might get
inspired and follow suit."

Several people were
also spotted enjoying the
unique themed Ganesh
pandal and clicking photos
and selfies with it. The
Ganesh Chaturthi festival is
celebrated annually with
great enthusiasm in India
and thousands of devotees
throng temples and
'Ganeshotsav pandals' to
offer prayers. This auspi-
cious ten-day.

Now A Pandal In Jamshedpur With
Lord Ganesh's "Aadhar Card" Details
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The ruling AAP of Delhi led by CM
Arvind Kejriwal has accused L-G
Vinai Kumar Saxena of pressuris-
ing two of his subordinates to get
demonitised currency notes
worth ?1,400 crore exchanged
during his term as the Khadi and
Village Industries Commission
chairman (KVIC) in 2016.

NEW DELHI, OPEN SEARCH

Delhi lieutenant governor Vinai
Kumar Saxena on Thursday said
chief minister Arvind Kejriwal
was resorting to “diversionary
tactics" and “false accusations”
against him in an act of despera-
tion. Taking to Twitter, the LG
said he would not be surprised if
in the forthcoming days more
such “baseless, personal attacks”
were made against him and his
family. “I called for good gover-
nance, zero tolerance to corrup-
tion and better services for the
people of Delhi,” Saxena wrote in
the statement shared on Twitter.

Saxena further wrote
Kejriwal should know that under
no circumstances will the gover-
nor be deterred from fulfilling his
constitutional duties. “My com-
mitment to improving the lives of
the people of Delhi remains

unwavered.” I called for good gov-
ernance, zero tolerance to corrup-
tion and better services for the
people of Delhi. 

The ruling Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP)-government has accused
Saxena of pressurising two of his
subordinates to get demonetised
currency notes worth ?1,400

crore exchanged during his term
as the Khadi and Village
Industries Commission chairman
(KVIC) in 2016. The LG has dis-
missed the claims and called them
a “figment of their (AAP leaders')
imagination”. On Wednesday, offi-
cials of the LG House said that he
will take legal action against some

AAP leaders, including Atishi,
Jasmine Shah, Durgesh Pathak
and Saurabh Bhardwaj, among
others, for their “highly defamato-
ry” and false corruption accusa-
tions against him. Meanwhile, the
AAP and the opposition BJP in
Delhi continue to remain at log-
gerheads over several issues. On

Monday, MLAs of both parties
staged an overnight protest on
the assembly premises amid cor-
ruption allegations levelled
against each other. On Tuesday,
BJP MLAs continued their agita-
tion demanding the sacking of
AAP ministers.  They were mar-
shalled out of the House for the
third day on Wednesday as multi-
ple adjournments and sloganeer-
ing by both camps stalled the pro-
ceedings. The Kejriwal-led party
has alleged that the saffron camp
under its “Operation Lotus” made
attempts to buy the former's
MLAs. To this, as many as seven
BJP MLAs wrote to the LG calling
for an inquiry into the matter. The
MLAs have asked Kejriwal to
make the names of those from the
BJP who approached the AAP
public. On Wednesday, AAP MLAs
sat on a dharna outside the CBI
headquarters in the national capi-
tal demanding that the federal
agency lodge a complaint against
the BJP's ‘Operation Lotus’. Later
in the night, that the CBI “accept-
ed” a complaint. Some of the
agency officials reportedly took
AAP's chief whip in Delhi
Assembly Dilip K Pandey and
Kalkaji MLA Atishi inside its
premises to lodge their complaint.

Delhi initiates programme for
distribution of stationery items

to students of NDMC Schools

NEW DELHI, OPEN SEARCH

In a step further in the direction of making primary edu-
cation accessible to all children in NDMC and Navyug
Schools, HonÓble Lt. Governor, Shri Vinai Kumar Sa&ena
today initiated a programme for distribution of sta-
tionery items to all the students of class Nursery to V of
NDMC Schools at Atal Adarsh Vidyalaya, Havlock Square,
New Delhi. The Chairman - NDMC Shri Bhupinder Singh
Bhalla, Vice Chairman Shri Satish Upadhyay, Secretary -
Shri Vikram Singh Malik and Director (Education) - Shri
RP Sati accompanied him. On this occasion, Shri Sa&ena
distributed the stationery kits to vwz students. The kits
contain English & Hindi Notebooks, Colouring
Notebooks, pencils, crayon colours, erasers and sharp-
eners. While distributing the stationery kits to the stu-
dents, he also interacted with the students.

The LG hoped that the endeavor of NDMC will fur-
ther encourage the parents of even lowest economic
strata of the society to send their children to NDMC
Schools for quality education without any financial
implications on the family. All remaining students will
receive the stationery kits in their respective school in
coming week. Out of total vw{{z students who will bene-
fit from this  scheme, ~x~~ students are from NDMC
Schools and remaining xw{{ students are from Navyug
Schools. Free te&tbooks, mid day meals and uniform are
already provided by NDMC to students of schools from
Nursery to Class XII, besides Scholarships to eligible/
meritorious students every year.

MBBS student found hang-
ing in her room at Delhi’s

Safdarjung Hospital
NEW DELHI, OPEN SEARCH

A 22-year-old final year MBBS student was found hang-
ing in her room at New Delhi’s Safdarjung Hospital on
Thursday morning, police said and added they have
recovered a note in her diary that suggests she was
under depression.

Deputy police com-
missioner (south-west
Delhi) Manoj C said they
were informed about the
alleged suicide around at
3:30am. He added a police
team that rushed to the
spot was told the room
was bolted from inside
and the student’s friends
opened it. “She was found
hanging by a dupatta and
taken to [the] emergency
[ward of the hospital]
where she was declared brought dead,” said Manoj C.
Police said two empty packets of anti-depressants were
also found in the student’s room. They cited a prelimi-
nary probe and said she was pursuing an internship
since April this year.

“Statements of...the friends of deceased were record-
ed and no foul play has been found so far. The family
members of the deceased also reached the spot and
their statements are being recorded. Further inquest
proceeding is being carried out,” Manoj C said.

Life Insurance
Corporation of India, a
leading financial con-
glomerate with opera-
tions in 14 countries, is
entering in to 67th year
of its existence on 1st
September 2022.

NEW DELHI.OPEN SEARCH

A premier financial institu-
tion of the country, it has
immensely contributed to
propagate the message of
life insurance to reach all
insurable people at an
affordable cost. Beginning
with an initial capital of Rs.5
crore in 1956, LIC today has
an asset base of
Rs.42,30,616 Crores, with
Life fund of Rs.37,35,759
Crores. Despite two decades
of opening up the insurance
sector, the company
remains the market leader
and holds the majority of the
market share viz 63.25% in
First Year Premium income
and 74.62% in number of
Policies. During the year
2021- 2022, LIC sold 2.17
Crore new policies and reg-
istered a growth of 7.92%
in terms of First Year
Premium income by collect-
ing an amount of Rs.1.98
Lakh Crore as at 31st,
March 2022. Our Pension
and Group Superannuation

Business vertical crossed
one trillion mark succes-
sively for three years in a
row by collecting
Rs.1,43,938 Crores as New
Business Premium Income.
In the current year also LIC
is holding 64.96% market
share in First Year
Premium. In 2021-2022,
LIC settled 267.23 lakh
claims amounting to
Rs.1,92,568 Crores.

Through its 8 Zonal
Offices, 113 Divisional
Offices, 74 Customer Zones,
2048 Branch Offices, 1564
Satellite Offices, 44900
Premium Points and Life
Plus Offices, over one lakh
employees, 13.26 Lakh
Agents, Customers are

assured to be provided with
best of our services. In addi-
tion, LIC partners with 74
Banks to enhance produc-
tivity and reach. LIC has an
impressive distribution
channel that provides quali-
tative and quantitative
improvements in business.

LIC has a bouquet of 33
plans for sale under
Individual Business as on
31.03.2022. Each plan is tai-
lored to the needs of differ-
ent segments of society,
including endowment
insurance, term insurance,
child insurance, annuities,
micro insurance, health
insurance and unit-linked
products. Optimal products
are provided according to

changing needs. LIC has
introduced two new plans
LIC’s Bima Ratna and LIC’s
Dhan Sanchay and modified
Aadhaar Stambh, Aadhaar
Shila, pension plans Jeevan
Akshay VII(Plan 857),
Jeevan Shanti (Plan 858)
and Saral Pension (Plan
862). To facilitate servicing
of the policies in an efficient
manner, LIC has embraced
latest technologies to keep
pace with the times.
Policyholders can pay their
premiums through various
online modes. 

The adoption of
Artificial Intelligence in
Digital Initiative is contin-
ued with the launch of
Jeevan Saakshya Mobile

Application which is an AI
based digital existence cer-
tificate submission for
Pension Policyholders.

LIC Golden Jubilee
Foundation, established in
the year 2006, caters to the
Community Development
Initiative of the Corporation
and works on a large variety
of products focusing on
relief of poverty or distress,
advancement of education,
medical relief and advance-
ment of any other object of
general public utility. Since
inception, the Foundation
has supported NGOs dedi-
cated to the above causes
by sponsoring through 646
projects up to 31.03.2022.
Apart from being a leading
Life Insurance Company,
LIC an internationally rec-
ognized financial conglom-
erate with its presence in
fourteen countries. It has
also ventured into other
financial services through
its subsidiaries and associ-
ates viz LIC Housing
Finance Limited, LIC
Pension Fund Ltd, LIC
Mutual Fund and Asset
Management Company
Limited, LIC Cards Services
Ltd, IDBI bank Ltd, LICHFL
Care Home Limited, LICHFL
Financial Services Ltd and
LICHFL Asset management
Company Limited. 

Briefs News

LIC-66 Years–Creating Value nad Sustaining trust
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Private liquor shops will be
a thing of the past in the
capital as they will be
replaced by over 300 Delhi
government vends from
Thursday owing to the
switch over from the Excise
Policy 2021-22 to the old
regime, officials said on
Wednesday. Nearly 250 pri-
vate liquor vends, licensed
under now-withdrawn
Excise Policy 2021-22, are
running currently in the
city. Some of the private
vends having stocks saw
crowd outside as they
offered schemes like buy
one to get one free.

The Excise department
had already notified the pri-
vate licensees that they will
not be allowed in retail
liquor sale beyond August
31. People thronged a vend
near Welcome Metro sta-
tion to avail the buy one get
one free scheme. According
to officials, the rebates and
schemes offered earlier
under Excise Policy 2021-
22 will not be available as
liquor stores will be opened
by government undertak-
ings from Thursday.

The six shops at
domestic terminal of IGI air-
port run by private opera-
tors will be shut on
Thursday, hampering avail-
ability. Liquor will be avail-

able at duty free shops of
the airport, they said. The
number of private liquor
vends under the Excise
Policy 2021-22 had gone
up to around 650 but later,
the license holders surren-
dered their licenses due to
different reasons, including
restriction on opening
stores in non-conforming
areas in the city. The Excise
Policy 2021-22 was with-
drawn by the Delhi govern-
ment last month, after LG
VK Saxena recommended a
CBI probe into alleged
irregularities in its imple-
mentation. The Excise offi-
cials said the liquor supply
will improve from first
week of September due to
opening of more shops.
"Currently, there are nearly
250 private shops that will
be replaced by over 300
government vends. So there
will be more shops and the

number will grow further
in the coming days as 500
shops are planned to be
opened by four Delhi gov-
ernment undertakings,"
said a senior Excise depart-
ment officer. Several gov-
ernment vends will be locat-
ed in malls and near Metro
stations. The Delhi govern-
ment undertakings - Delhi
Tourism And
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n
Development Corporation
Limited (DTTDC), Delhi
State Industrial and
Infrastructure Development
Corporation (DSIIDC),
Department of Delhi State
Civil Supplies Corporation
Limited (DSCSC) and Delhi
Consumer's Cooperative
Wholesale Store Ltd
(DCCWS) - have been given
a target to open 700 liquor
shops in the city by end of
this year, according to the
officials. A mobile app

mAbkaridelhi developed by
the Excuse department will
become operational from
September providing con-
sumers information about
location of liquor stores in
their neighbourhood and
shop timings. The govern-
ment agencies have also
managed to open shops in
New Delhi Municipal
Council areas after the civic
body had earlier rejected a
proposal for opening shops
there. The government
undertakings have man-
aged to set up liquor stores
at rented premises in G
Block Connaught Place, Gole
Market, Khan Market,
Yashwant Place among oth-
ers, said the officials.

A senior Excise officer
said over 360 liquor brands
were registered as per the
old excise regime that was
in operation before
November 17, 2021 when
the Excise Policy 2021-22
became functional.
However, some liquor
traders claimed that many
popular brands with large
sale volume were yet to be
registered by the Excise
department. "There are
likely to be some teething
problems as the switch over
from private to government
vends takes place but the
situation is expected to sta-
bilise with more brand reg-
istration.

Delhi Metro Blue Line
connects Dwarka Sector
21 in Delhi and Noida
City Centre, with a
branch line at Yamuna
Bank to Vaishali.

NEW DELHI, OPEN SEARCH

A 65-year-old man died
allegedly after jumping in
front of a moving Delhi
Metro train at Tilak Nagar
station today, police said.
The incident was reported
at 8:34 am, they said.

A senior police officer
said the man was taken to
Deen Dayal Upadhyay
Hospital where he was
declared "brought dead".
He has been identified as
Satish Malhotra, resident
of Tilak Nagar, the police
officer said. Malhotra was
running a spare parts shop
in Karol Bagh and his busi-

ness had suffered losses
during the COVID-19 pan-
demic due to which he was
allegedly suffering depres-
sion, said his son-in-law,
who identified the body.
The incident led to delay in
services on the Blue Line
of Delhi Metro, officials
said. The Blue Line con-
nects Dwarka Sector 21 in
Delhi and Noida City
Centre, with a branch line
at Yamuna Bank to
Vaishali. The Delhi Metro
Rail Corporation (DMRC)
also took to Twitter to alert
the commuters about the
delay. "Blue Line Update:
Delay in services between
Dwarka Sector 21 and
Noida Electronic
City/Vaishali due to a pas-
senger on track at Tilak
Nagar. Normal service on
all other lines," the DMRC
tweeted.

NEW DELHI.OPEN SEARCH

The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) has
announced a cash reward
of ?25 lakh on underworld
gangster Dawood Ibrahim
and various other reward
amounts for his associates
in a probe related to the ‘D’
Company — Ibrahim’s gang
— establishing a unit in
India to smuggle arms,
explosives, drugs and fake
Indian currency notes
(FICN) and carry out terror
attacks in close association
with Pakistani agencies and
terror outfits, senior offi-
cials said on Wednesday.
According to one official
who did not want to be
named, the agency has
announced rewards for
Ibrahim’s brother Anees
Ibrahim alias Haji Anees;
close aides Javed Patel alias
Javed Chikna; Shakeel
Shaikh alias Chhota
Shakeel; and Ibrahim
Mushtaq Abdul Razzaq
Memon alias Tiger Memon.
While the reward amount
for Ibrahim is ?25 lakh, the
agency has announced ?20
lakh for Chhota Shakeel, and
?15 lakh each for Anees,
Chikna and Memon, the
official said. Based in
Karachi, Pakistan, and

wanted for multiple terror
activities in India, including
the 1993 Mumbai serial
blasts, Ibrahim already has
a bounty of $25 million on
his head announced by the
United Nations Security
Council in 2003. He is

among India’s most wanted
men along with Lashkar-e-
Taiba (LeT) chief Hafiz
Saeed, Jaish-e-Mohammed
(JeM) chief Maulana
Masood Azhar, Hizbul
Mujahideen founder Syed
Salahuddin and his close
aide Abdul Rauf Asghar. The
NIA registered a fresh case
against Ibrahim and his
aides in February this year
after receiving information
that the ‘D’ Company had
established a special unit in
India with the help of terror
groups and Pakistani spy

agency – ISI – to target
prominent political leaders
and businessmen, as well as
to support the terror and
sleeper cells of LeT, JeM and
Al-Qaeda (AQ) in Indian
cities to carry out strikes,
said an officer who didn’t

want to be named.
As part of the probe,

the NIA raided 29 locations
in May this year including
those linked to Suhail
Khandwani, a trustee of Haji
Ali Dargah and Mahim
Dargah; Samir Hingora, a
convict in the 1993 Mumbai
blasts; Salim Qureshi alias
Salim Fruit, the brother-in-
law of Chhota Shakeel;
Guddu Pathan, a relative of
Ibrahim’s brother Iqbal
Kaskar; and Qayyum
Shaikh, a resident of
Bhiwandi. 

Delhi private liquor shops to close from
today, 300 govt vends to take over sale

Man Dead After Jumping
On Delhi Metro Track As

Train Enters Station: Cops

NIA announces 25 lakh
reward on Dawood Ibrahim

‘I called for good governance, but Kejriwalji
in desperation took to…’: LG Vinai Saxena



EDITORIAL

Making India competitive
The ‘Competitiveness Road Map for India@100’, jointly
brought out by the Economic Advisory Council to the
Prime Minister (EAC-PM) and the Institute for
Competitiveness, has recommended that the country needs
to reframe some of its key industrial and regional policies
to ‘pursue a coherent strategy’ for growth and develop-
ment. According to the EAC-PM, India can become an
upper-middle-income country by 2047 if it manages to
achieve a sustained growth rate of 7-7.5 per cent for the
next 25 years, even as PM Modi has set an ambitious goal
of making India a developed nation by the time it marks
100 years of Independence. Recovering resiliently from the
upheaval caused by the Covid pandemic over the past two
years, Indian economy is forecast to expand by 7.4 per cent
in 2022-23, as per the International Monetary Fund. This
rate will make it one of the world’s fastest-growing
economies. It’s vital that the action plan for the next quar-
ter century should facilitate sustainable as well as equitable
growth. The competitiveness road map has rightly
observed that ‘rising inequality and a lack of convergence
across regions suggest that growth has failed to translate
into the expected improvements in quality of life for many
Indians’. It’s a cause for concern that India is ranked 131st
among 189 nations on the Human Development Index,
which includes the important parameters of education, lit-
eracy and health. Job creation and poverty alleviation ought
to be the central elements of all policies and schemes.
Another challenge is to initiate sector-specific initiatives to
cater to the needs of individual regions so that the benefits
of growth reach the last mile. Providing support to the
domestic industry should go hand in hand with all-out
efforts to make India an attractive destination for trade and
investment. While a blueprint for the next 25 years is wel-
come, some short-term targets should also be set so that
course correction can be done whenever the plans go awry.
A comprehensive and inclusive approach to development
can pave the way for India’s emergence as an economic
powerhouse in the next couple of decades.

G PARTHASARATHY

Hailing from one of the wealthiest families in his country,
Pakistan PM Shehbaz Sharif appears destined to continue
playing second fiddle to his elder brother, Nawaz Sharif,
who lives comfortably in London. Nawaz faces charges in
Pakistan for possessing assets disproportionate to his
income. The so-called ‘disproportionate assets’ almost
exclusively pertain to a steel mill in Saudi Arabia that his
father had built, and Nawaz inherited. These charges were
framed only after he lost national elections, which led to the
assumption of office by Imran Khan in 2018. Even with the
$6-billion IMF bailout, the days ahead are going to involve
politically unpopular cuts in social expenditure and other
conditionalities. Imran’s victory was then aided by the fact
that he was the Pakistan army’s favourite. The Pakistan
judiciary rejected the charges regarding Sharif’s luxurious
properties in London, but chose to file a charge against him,
primarily for the steel mill. The Sharif family has for long
been, and still remains, a political favourite of the Saudi
monarchy. Pakistan’s strong relations with Saudi Arabia
received a serious setback when Imran appeared set to
join Turkey and Malaysia to give a new dimension to the
role of the Islamic world. This would have undermined
Saudi influence. Imran, however, had little knowledge of the
dynamics of the Islamic world. Saudi credits and supply of
petroleum products at concessional rates to Pakistan would
have virtually ended with the emergence of a Turkey-
Malaysia-Pakistan triad.

The first important visit Shehbaz undertook after
assuming office was to Saudi Arabia, for resuming his fam-
ily ties with the Saudi royals. Reports after his visit indicat-
ed that he secured an $8-billion package from the Saudis.
Past Saudi assistance had involved oil supplies with liberal
terms of repayment. Nevertheless, the aid package was
good news for cash-strapped Pakistan. Shehbaz followed
up his visit to Riyadh with a visit to the UAE, which has
been a major source of employment for Pakistani expatri-
ates. But Pakistan’s economic woes have continued, togeth-
er with its dwindling foreign exchange reserves. Not sur-
prisingly, the army arranged for Imran to lose support in
Parliament and bring in a new government headed by
Shehbaz. The last few weeks have been disastrous for the
Shehbaz government, with rising prices provoking nation-
al discontent. Protests led by Imran were causing serious
political unrest. Matters came to a head when his Tehreek-
e-Insaf swept the byelection in Punjab in July 17, winning
15 of the 20 seats contested. This development was seen as
Imran’s triumph over army chief Gen Bajwa, who was evi-
dently backing the Shehbaz government. The defeat was
also a personal setback for Shehbaz, whose son Hamza had
to relinquish the post of CM of Punjab and make way for
veteran Muslim League politician Choudhury Parvez Elahi.
This is widely regarded as a turning point in the political
fortunes of the Sharif family, which has now lost control of
its home province. There are significant sections of the
army which admire the seemingly tough position that
Imran has taken against the US. Realists, however, under-
stand that Pakistan’s economy would collapse without a
bailout by the IMF. Such a bailout would hardly be forth-
coming without US support. That support is being sought
by the pro-US Bajwa. US support for IMF funding came
through only after his telephonic conversation for IMF
assistance with US Deputy Secretary of State Wendy
Sherman. While the IMF executive board has approved a
39-month $6-billion programme to bail out Pakistan, the
days ahead are going to involve politically unpopular cuts
in social expenditure and other conditionalities. This will
require major changes in existing plans for additional
salaries and pensions. Besides enhanced taxes, there will
also be a sharp rise in the price of petroleum and other
products of mass consumption. How the army gets around
these measures, while maintaining its luxurious lifestyle,
remains to be seen. Saudi Arabia, the UAE, Qatar and China
are, however, committed to contributing $4 billion to the
IMF programme, involving painful structural changes in
Pakistan’s economy. Pakistan’s finance minister may sound
brave, but there will be a fallout from the hard economic
realities the country faces. Pakistan is set to see a period of
turbulence while confronting a number of internal chal-
lenges in the coming year, before the national elections in
2023. It has to tighten its belt economically, as even its best
friend, China, has made it clear that days of freebies are
over. The months ahead, as Bajwa plays his last innings
before he hangs up his boots on November 29, are going to
remain tumultuous. 

Pakistan in troubled waters
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OPINION

The 75th anniversary of
Independence is the most
suitable occasion to trace
the economic journey of
Punjab, which suffered irre-
deemable loss due to
Partition. The enterprising
people of Punjab and the
government accepted the
challenges and started
reconstruction of the econ-
omy on a war footing.
Accomplishments in terms
of growth, agriculture and
the service sector have
been impressive. In the case
of industry, the progress has
been moderate. During the
post-economic liberalisa-
tion period, however, the
economy started slowing
down on many fronts. The
economic journey of
Punjab, therefore, has been
marked by milestones and
downslides. The Punjab
economy started recovery
quickly. During the First
Five-Year Plan (1951-56), it
experienced a growth rate
of 5.3 per cent, much higher
than the Indian economy
(3.5 per cent). During the
Second Plan, Punjab regis-
tered a growth rate (2.9 per
cent) lower than the aver-
age for India (3.7 per cent).
In the Third Plan, Punjab
(4.5 per cent) performed
slightly better compared to
the national average (4 per
cent).

The mid-1960s proved
a watershed in the journey
on two counts. First,
Punjab’s reorganisation on
November 1, 1966, changed
the political and social land-
scape, impacting economic
development. Second, the
launch of the Green
Revolution, which took
Punjab to a higher growth
trajectory. Punjab’s econo-
my grew in the vicinity of 5
per cent per annum from
the mid-1960s to the early
1990s. During most of this
period, the Indian economy

grew by around 3.5 per
cent per annum. However,
from 1980s onwards, due to
partial liberalisation, the
growth rate of India’s econ-
omy surpassed that of
Punjab. Punjab also enjoyed
economic supremacy by
having the highest per capi-
ta income among the major
states from 1966-67 to
1994-95. Later on, the eco-
nomic supremacy started
crumbling. In 2020-21,
Punjab got relegated to the
14th position in terms of
per capita income. The
downslide is attributed to
economic liberalisation,
near stagnation in land pro-
ductivity, sluggishness in
industry, deteriorating fiscal
health and poor policy
attention to social sectors.

The structure of the
economy has witnessed
remarkable changes. In
1952-53, the share of the
primary sector in the state’s
income was 54.4 per cent
and that of secondary and
tertiary sectors were 10.2
per cent and 35.4 per cent,
respectively. In 2020-21,
the corresponding shares
changed to 30.74 per cent,
23.33 per cent and 45.93
per cent. The growing

strength of the service sec-
tor suggests that Punjab has
skipped the transition to
industrialisation.

The agriculture sector
was hit hard by the
Partition. East Punjab got
only 20 per cent share of
irrigation and 14 per cent of
the area despite accounting
for 47 per cent of the popu-
lation. The fertile canal
colonies of Lyallpur,
Montgomery and Sargodha
went to Pakistan.

India faced food short-
age after Partition and thus
in the First Five-Year Plan,
the top priority was accord-
ed to agriculture. Punjab
being an agrarian state, it
played a pivotal role in this
national endeavour.
Empirical evidence sug-
gests that the performance
of Punjab was superior
than the all-India average.
Its agriculture grew at a rate
of 3.8 per cent per annum,
higher than that for India
(2.8 per cent) during the
First Plan. During the suc-
cessive two plans, state agri-
culture witnessed 5.1 per
cent and 5.56 per cent rate
of growth respectively. The
corresponding rates at
national level were 3.9 per

cent and 3.42 per cent. This
impressive performance is
ascribed to institutional
changes like land to the
tillers and consolidation of
holdings, increased public
investment in irrigation and
power, including dams,
rural roads and cooperative
institutions. These initia-
tives provided a fertile
ground for the Green
Revolution. The Green
Revolution strategy of the
mid-1960s proved to be a
boon for agriculture. Wheat
yield recorded four-fold
increase from 1,238 kg per
hectare in 1965-66 to 4,868
kg per hectare in 2020-21.
Similarly, the yield of paddy
increased from 1,000 kg
per hectare to 4,443 kg per
hectare during the same
period. In the process, the
economy benefitted phe-
nomenally but at a heavy
cost of excessive exploita-
tion and pollution of envi-
ronmental resources. The
yield levels of both the crops
have reached a plateau.
This, coupled with decline
in public investment in agri-
culture, depletion of under-
ground water, decline in soil
fertility, changing weather
conditions and terms of

trade against agriculture,
resulted in deceleration of
the rural economy.

Industry suffered heav-
ily on account of Partition.
For reviving industry, the
government initiated meas-
ures, including increased
resource allocation, freight
equalisation policy by the
Central Government, man-
power training, financial &
technical assistance and
common service facilities,
including marketing and
industrial estates. More
than 35 per cent of the
urban migrant families had
a business and industry
background. They along
with local entrepreneurs
played a pivotal role.
However, the Indo-Pak con-
flict of 1965 and the state’s
reorganisation in 1966
adversely affected industry.
During reorganisation, a
number of industrial cen-
tres, having proximity to the
national capital, went to
Haryana along with areas of
mineral resources. Despite
best efforts, the Fourth Plan
states that though progress
of small-scale industries
took place, it was not spec-
tacular during the first three
plans.

The Indo-Pak war of
1971, militancy, economic
liberalisation, withdrawal
of freight equalisation poli-
cy in 1993, collapse of the
USSR  a stable market for
hosiery products, and
cheaper Chinese goods
slowed down industrial
development. Many units
moved out of the state due
to locational disadvantages
and the Central
Government’s tax holidays
to the neighbouring hill
states. The service sector
also bore the brunt of
Partition. The progress has
been examined on the basis
of its share in the state’s
income. 

Fifty years of tax cuts for the
rich didn’t trickle down,
reported Bloomberg
(December 16, 2020), quot-
ing a study. Using sophisti-
cated statistical methodolo-
gy, and looking at the eco-
nomic policies being pur-
sued by 18 advanced
economies, two researchers
at the King’s College in
London found what most
people had always argued,
but obviously without
much empirical evidence.

The evidence is there
now. While there have been
efforts by several Indian
economists also to justify
the need for corporate tax
cuts, this study (and a few
others) conclusively show
that neither did the tax con-
cession help in increasing
growth nor did it provide
for more employment
opportunities. It only helped
widen the existing wealth
inequality by providing
easy money into the pock-
ets of the super rich. If it
hasn’t worked in rich
economies, wonder how
the tax concessions have led
to growth in developing
economies. In India, where
a debate rages over the
‘revdi culture’ with most
newspaper articles slam-
ming the freebies being
doled out to the poor, includ-
ing farmers, the issue of
mammoth freebies to the
corporate  nothing less than
offerings of “milk cake” to
the rich is being brushed
under the carpet. Except for
a mere mention by some
commentators, the extent
and nature of corporate
subsidies, including write-
offs, tax holidays, stimulus
packages, haircuts etc have
been simply glossed over.
Although the Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) hasn’t defined
what it means by saying
“non-merit” freebies, surely
global studies tell us that
corporate tax cuts in India
too would probably fall in

that category. In an inter-
view, Jeffrey Sachs, a distin-
guished economist from
Columbia University, was
once asked what happens
to the massive tax cuts
when it doesn’t result in any
increase in industrial output
or creates additional
employment; his short
answer was that the money
saved from tax concessions
goes into the pocket of the
top company executives.
Let us first look at how cen-
tral banks of some major
economies print surplus
money that goes literally
into the pockets of the
super rich. ‘Quantitative
easing’ as it is called in eco-
nomic terms, ever since the
days of the global economic
meltdown in 2008-09, rich
countries have printed $25
trillion of surplus money,
which by way of federal
bonds issued at a low inter-
est rate, which averaged
less than 2 per cent for quite
some time, is made available
to the rich. This money is
invested in the stock mar-
kets in emerging
economies, and we see the
bull markets on a run. With
recent hike in interest rates
already causing turbulence,

further tightening of Fed
policy expecting rates to
climb to 4 per cent, it looks
the free ride the stock mar-
kets enjoyed will come in
for much-needed course
correction. In an article,
Ruchir Sharma of Morgan
Stanley had explained how
$9 trillion of surplus money
printed during the pandem-
ic years, with the aim to
infuse stimulus into the rav-
aged economies, went
instead into the pockets of
the super-rich via the stock
markets. This staggering
amount by all accounts is a
freebie. Rs 1.8 lakh crore in
three tranches was made
available to the industry in
2008-09 when the global
economy was in turmoil.
This package should nor-
mally have been withdrawn
after a year or so. But
according to a news report,
someone ‘forgot to close the
tap’ as a result of which the
stimulus continued. In other
words, the industry got an
economic stimulus of
approximately Rs 18 lakh
crore in the 10 year period.
Instead, if this amount was
made available for agricul-
ture, it could have provided
farmers with an additional

direct income support of Rs
18,000 per annum under
the PM Kisan scheme. Then
there was the category of
‘revenue foregone’ in earli-
er budget documents.
Prasanna Mohanty, in his
book An Unkept Promise:
What Derailed the Indian
Economy (2022), has clear-
ly explained how a positive
spin was given by dividing
‘conditional’ and ‘uncondi-
tional’ indirect taxes. As a
result, tax benefits of more
than Rs 5 lakh crore in
2014-15 subsequently
were visibly squeezed to Rs
1 lakh crore. To hide the
massive tax exemptions and
concessions, the term ‘rev-
enue foregone’ was also
replaced with a new head
‘revenue impact of tax
incentives’.

In September 2019,
another tax cut of Rs 1.45-
lakh crore was given to the
industry. This was at a time
when most economists
were asking for an econom-
ic stimulus to boost rural
demand. While farm loan
waivers totalling Rs 2.53
lakh crore have been
blamed for disrupting the
credit culture, a faulty nar-
rative considers that mas-

sive corporate write-offs
lead to economic growth. Rs
10 lakh crore of corporate
bad loans have been written
off in the past five years,
Parliament was recently
informed. Unlike farm loan
waivers, where the banks
get back the outstanding
amount from state govern-
ments, in case of corporate
write-offs, the banks take a
hit. Further, there are over
10,000 wilful defaulters —
those who have the capacity
to pay but don’t. A few
months back, the Punjab
Government had with-
drawn arrest warrants
against 2,000 farmers for
defaulting on their loans;
wonder why wilful default-
ers go scot-free. In addition,
the huge haircut that banks
and other lenders have to
suffer in IBC (Insolvency
and Bankruptcy Code) reso-
lutions is actually seen as a
legal route to siphon off
public money. In 2021-22,
haircuts averaged 90 per
cent. The erstwhile Planning
Commission had in a work-
ing paper on subsidies
pointed to a subsidy of Re 1
per acre for the 15 acres of
land that Apollo Hospital in
New Delhi received. Private
hospitals, schools, indus-
tries, including the IT sector,
have often been given land
at Re 1 per square metre.
Similarly.

, there have been subsi-
dies for infrastructure,
interest, capital and exports,
besides ensuring electricity,
water and precious natural
resources. Add to it the
numerous ‘incentives’ that
many states provide to the
industries, including 100
per cent income tax exemp-
tion, and SGST exemption; it
will be interesting to study
how corporate India too
thrives on huge subsidies,
and of course freebies. This
eats away much of the
resources, leaving only
revdis for the poor. 

Highs and lows of Punjab’s economic journey

How corporate tax cuts worsen inequity

BS GHUMAN

DEVINDER SHARMA

While farm loan

waivers totalling Rs

2.53 lakh crore have

been blamed for dis-

rupting the credit cul-

ture, a faulty narrative

considers that mas-

sive corporate write-

offs lead to economic

growth. Rs 10 lakh

crore of corporate

bad loans have been

written off in the past

five years, Parliament

was recently

informed. Unlike farm

loan waivers, where

the banks get back

the outstanding

amount from state

govts, in case of cor-

porate write-offs, the

banks take a hit.

The benefits of corporate tax cuts have not trickled down to the common man, with only the rich deriving.

Punjab’s economy
has entered the
downslide phase
primarily due to
lack of policies for
steering it to the
next stage of
development
industrialisation.
Punjab has
strengths such as
infrastructure,
industrial peace,
high bank
deposits, demo-
graphic dividends,
sizeable Punjabi
diaspora and ade-
quate markets. In
this endeavour,
the Central and
state govts should
devise a strategy,
as was done in the
case of agricultur-
al development.

Green Revolution helped in meeting the shortage of foodgrains.
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INTERNATIONAL

UKRAINE: (AGENCY)

UN inspectors pressed on
towards a Russian-held
nuclear plant in southern
Ukraine Thursday despite
an early shelling attack, as
the ICRC warned the conse-
quences of a strike on the
facility could be "catastroph-
ic". Just before the 14-
strong team from
International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA) left
for the Zaporizhzhia nuclear
plant, Ukraine said Russian
troops had shelled the town
next door. The area around
the plant -- Europe's largest
nuclear facility -- has suf-
fered repeated shelling,
with both sides accusing the
other of responsibility,
sparking global concern
over the risk of an accident.

"It is high time to stop
playing with fire and
instead take concrete meas-
ures to protect this facility..
from any military opera-
tions," ICRC chief Robert
Mardini told reporters in
Kyiv. "The slightest miscal-
culation could trigger devas-
tation that we will regret for
decades." Ukraine's nuclear
agency Energoatom said
later that one of the six
reactors at the Russian-held
nuclear plant was shut
down Thursday as an emer-
gency protection measure
following the shelling in the

area. "Today at 4:57 am
(0157 GMT), due to another
mortar shelling by the
Russian occupying forces at
the Zaporizhzhya nuclear
power plant site, the emer-
gency protection was acti-
vated and operating power
unit 5 was shut down," it
said. Mardini said it was
"encouraging" that the
IAEA team was en route to
inspect the plant because
the stakes were "immense".

"When hazardous sites
become battlegrounds, the
consequences for millions
of people and the environ-
ment can be catastrophic
and last many years," he
said. Just before leaving the
southern city of
Zaporizhzhia, IAEA chief
Rafael Grossi said his team
had been updated about the

shelling but would press on
anyway.

"We are not stopping,"
he vowed, despite being
aware there that in crossing
the frontline into Russian-
held territory, there was a
security "grey area.. where
the risks are significant".

"I believe we have to
proceed with this. We have
a very important mission to
accomplish." Earlier, the
mayor of Energodar, the
town next to the plant, said
it had come under sustained
attack early on Thursday. In
an 8:00 am (0500 GMT)
update on Telegram, Mayor
Dmytro Orlov said that since
dawn, Russian troops had
"shelled Energodar with
mortars and used automatic
weapons and rockets," post-
ing images of damaged

buildings and spiralling
smoke. But Moscow
accused Kyiv of smuggling
in up to 60 military "sabo-
teurs", saying they reached
the area near the plant just
after dawn and that Russian
troops had taken "measures
to annihilate the enemy".

Grossi on Wednesday
said the IAEA would seek to
establish a "permanent
presence" at the plant to
avoid a nuclear disaster at
the facility which is located
on the frontline of the fight-
ing. "My mission is... to pre-
vent a nuclear accident and
preserve the largest nuclear
power plant in Europe," he
said. 'Explicit safety guaran-
tees'  Although
Zaporizhzhia is normally
about a two-hour drive
from the plant, it was not

immediately long it would
take the IAEA team to get
there after crossing the
frontline into Russian-held
areas.

The plant has been
occupied by Russian troops
since March and Ukraine
has accused Russia of
deploying hundreds of sol-
diers and storing ammuni-
tion there.

Both Moscow and Kyiv
have accused each other of
staging "provocations"
aimed at disrupting the
work of the IAEA mission.

"Sadly, Russia is not
stopping its provocations
precisely in the direction
the mission needs to travel
to reach the plant,"
President Volodymyr
Zelensky said late Tuesday
after meeting Grossi.

And in Moscow, the
Russian defence ministry
accused Kyiv of "continued
provocations aimed at dis-
rupting the work of the
IAEA mission" saying it had
shelled the area around the
plant on Tuesday hitting a
building containing "the
solid radioactive waste pro-
cessing complex".
Counteroffensive in the
south  Meanwhile, intensive
fighting raged across the
nearby southern region of
Kherson where Ukraine
began a counteroffensive
on Monday.

UN Inspection Team Heads To Ukraine
Nuclear Plant Despite Shelling

BEIJING: (AGENCY)

Around 16 million people
in the Chinese city of
Chengdu will be effectively
under lockdown from
Thursday as authorities
race to snuff out a new
Covid-19 outbreak. China
is the last major economy
wedded to a zero-Covid
policy, stamping out virus
flare-ups with snap shut-
downs, mass testing and
lengthy quarantines.

Chengdu, in the south-
west, has become the lat-
est to announce a shut-
down, saying in an official
notice that residents must
"stay home in principle"
from 6 pm on Thursday to
combat a new wave of
infections.

Each household will
be allowed to send one
person out to buy gro-
ceries and essential goods
per day, provided they
have tested negative in the
previous 24 hours, the
notice said.

It said that all resi-
dents would be tested for
the virus between
Thursday and Sunday, and
urged them not to leave
the city unless "absolutely
necessary".

"The current state of
epidemic control is abnor-
mal, complex and grim,"
the announcement said,
adding that the measures

aimed to "decisively arrest
the spread of the outbreak
and guarantee the health
of all citizens".

Chengdu recorded 157
new local infections on
Thursday, of which 51 dis-
played no symptoms, the
city government said in a
separate notice.

Children in at least 10
cities and provinces are

facing disruption to the
new academic year as pan-
demic controls force
schools to switch to meas-
ures like online learning,
according to a report on
Thursday by a media outlet
affiliated with the state-
run People's Daily.

Xining, the capital of
western Qinghai province
and home to 2.5 million
people, has ordered
schools to conduct lessons
online, rolled out a mass
testing drive and told resi-

dents in its main urban
area to work from home
for three days.

China has stuck fast to
its zero-tolerance virus
strategy despite disrup-
tions from the fast-spread-
ing Omicron strain and
concern that the approach
is stifling its post-pandem-
ic economic recovery.

Last month, travellers

in the southern island
province of Hainan
protested after more than
80,000 tourists were
stranded in a resort city
because of a Covid-19
flare-up.

Social media videos
from the eastern megacity
of Shanghai showed pan-
icked crowds fleeing an
Ikea store and another
building as officials tried to
impose local lockdowns in
response to two suspected
cases.

16 Million Under Lockdown In Chinese
City Amid New Covid Outbreak

TAIPEI: (AGENCY)

Taiwan military on
Thursday said it shot down
an unidentified civilian
drone, which had entered
its airspace over the
restricted waters of Shiyu
Island, just off the Chinese
coast in the early hours
today. "The Jinmen Defense
Command of the Army stat-

ed that at 12:30 p.m. today
(1), an unidentified civilian
aerial camera was found to
enter the airspace over the
restricted waters of Shiyu
Island," according to the
statement released by
Taiwan's Defence Ministry.

"The Ministry of
Defense will continue to
search, monitor, and moni-
tor closely to maintain the
security of the defence
area," the statement reads.
A similar incident was
reported on Tuesday when
the Taiwanese military
fired at a Chinese military
drone after it entered the
"restricted" air space over a
T a iwa n e s e - c o n tr o l le d
island. Since mid-August, a

number of civilian drones
have been spotted flying
over the outlying island of
Kinmen, 180 kilometres
from Taiwan's main island
but less than 10 kilometres
from China. On one occa-
sion, on August 16, two
Taiwanese soldiers wearing
masks reportedly threw
rocks at a Chinese drone
when it flew above their

military post. The Kinmen
Defence Command said
two other Chinese drones
were detected at Little
Kinmen island and nearby
Lion islet on Saturday and
Monday respectively. The
one that passed over Lion
islet at around 4 pm was
flying very low, only 30

meters from the ground, it
said. China has increased its
antics in the Taiwan Strait
since the visit of US House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi.
Infuriated over US Senator
Marsha Blackburn's visit to
Taiwan, China had last
week commenced military
drills in the seas and air-
space around the self-gov-
erned island.

According to informa-
tion released by the Taiwan
region's defence authority,
eight PLA Navy vessels and
35 PLA aircraft were
detected around the island
on August 26, with 18 of the
detected aircraft (SU-30, J-
11, J-16, and J-10) having
flown on the east part.

Taiwan Shoots Down
"Civilian Drone" Off
China Coast: Report

LONDON: (AGENCY)

Rishi Sunak struck a per-
sonal note in the final hus-
tings event before the elec-
tion for a new Conservative
Party leader and British
Prime Minister concludes,
as he thanked his parents
and wife Akshata Murty for
their support.

Addressing a teeming
concert venue at Wembley
in London on Wednesday
night, the Indian-origin for-
mer Chancellor could have
been mistaken for a rockstar
amid the loud cheers and
screams of "Rishi, Rishi".

Given the sharp con-
trast between his booming
welcome and that of his
rival, Foreign Secretary Liz
Truss, it was clear that at
least for this audience
Sunak was the winning can-
didate in the race to succeed
Boris Johnson.

"This final hustings is
special for me because the
two people who inspired me
to enter public service are
actually here tonight - my
mum and dad," opened

Sunak, as the cameras
turned to the front row
where his general practi-
tioner father Yashvir and
pharmacist mother Usha
were seated with his wife
Akshata.

"It was their example of
service and what they did
for people that inspired me
to enter politics. Mum, dad
thank you for always sacri-
ficing and striving to pro-
vide a better life for your
kids than you had. And,
thank you for teaching me
that with hard work and
belief and the love of your
family there is no limit to
what someone can achieve
in our great country," he
said, to applause and cheers
from the crowd.

Turning to his "incredi-
ble, loving, kind wife", the
daughter of Infosys co-
founder Narayana Murthy
and author Sudha Murty,
the 42-year-old Tory MP for
Richmond in Yorkshire ref-
erenced their love story as
students at Stanford
University in the US. "You
know what you mean to me,

and I am incredibly grateful
that 18 years ago you chose
to give up your high heels
and take a chance on the
short kid with a backpack,"
he said.

The event saw both
finalists set out their vision
on tackling the cost-of-living
crisis, fighting crime, taxa-
tion and immigration
reforms and foreign policy
priorities one last time in an
attempt to convince any
remaining undecided Tory
members yet to vote before
the poll closes on Friday
evening. It was followed by

a question-and-answer
round during which they
fielded questions from
among the nearly 6,000-
strong audience of voters
and political enthusiasts.

"The greatest sacrifice I
have made is that I have
been an appalling husband
and father for the past cou-
ple of years, it's as simple as
that," replied Sunak to a
question about his greatest
sacrifice to be in the run-
ning to become the UK's
"first non-white Prime
Minister". "That is some-
thing that is really hard for

me because I love my kids to
bits, I love my wife to bits
and unfortunately, I have
not been able to be as pres-
ent in their lives at all in the
past few years as I would
have liked to have been," he
said.

"But that's because I
believe it's an enormous
privilege to have these jobs.
I care passionately about
our country and think I can
offer something that will
benefit millions of people,
that's why I do it and I am
really blessed to have their
support as I do," he added.

The London event marked
the 12th and final event in
the Tory leadership election
race, which concludes on
Friday at 1700 local time
and the winner is set to be
announced on Monday.
Sunak, the frontrunner in
the first leg of the contest
when his parliamentary col-
leagues voted him in as a
finalist, has been trailing in
the pre-poll surveys. His
"Ready4Rishi" team has
used this to frame his cam-
paign around the theme of
his self-confessed "under-
dog" status in the race.

"I've not chosen to say
the things that people may
want to hear, I've said the
things I believe our country
needs to hear," said Sunak.

"Although it hasn't
made my life easy, it is hon-
est and, for me, that is what
leadership is all about," he
added, reiterating his central
message of fighting inflation
before any tax cuts - in con-
trast to Truss' campaign
theme of cutting taxes from
day one as the new Prime
Minister.

Rishi Sunak's Personal Note To Wife: "You Chose To Give Up High Heels"

US Man On
Ventilator After

Being Stung By Bees
20,000 Times

WASHINGTON: (AGENCY)

A young man in the US state
of Ohio is on life support
after being stung by bees
thousands of times, accord-
ing to his family and local
media. Austin Bellamy, 20,
was in a medically induced
coma Tuesday night, after
he accidentally cut into a
beehive while doing tree
work for a friend, Fox 19, a
local media outlet, reported.

Bellamy "is in the hos-
pital currently on a ventila-
tor," his mother Shawna
Carter said on an online
fundraiser page she
launched to pay for his
medical expenses.

On Friday, Bellamy was
trimming lemon tree
branches when he inadver-
tently cut into a hive of
African killer bees and was
stung more than 20,000
times, according to Carter's
fundraiser statement.
"When he started cutting
them (the branches), that's
when the bees came out,
and he tried to anchor him-
self down, and he couldn't,"
Bellamy's grandmother
Phyllis Edwards told Fox 19.
"He was hollering, 'Help!
Help me! Help!' And
nobody would help him."
His family watched the
episode unfold from the
ground but could not come
to his rescue.

LOS ANGELES: (AGENCY)

Californians were told
Wednesday not to charge
their electric vehicles during
peak hours, just days after
the state said it would stop
selling gas-powered cars,
as the aging electricity grid
struggles with a fearsome
heatwave. Temperatures as
high as 112 degrees
Fahrenheit (44 degrees
Celsius) were forecast in
some Los Angeles suburbs
as a huge heat dome bakes a
swathe of the western
United States. The swelter-
ing weather will put huge
demands on the already-
stretched power grid, espe-
cially when people crank up
the air conditioners during
the broiling hours after
work and school.
"Consumers are urged to
conserve power by setting
thermostats to 78 degrees
or higher, if health permits,
avoiding use of major appli-
ances and turning off
unnecessary lights," said
the California Independent
System Operator, which
runs the state's power grid.
Between 4:00 pm and 9:00
pm, "they should also avoid
charging electric vehicles."
"Reducing energy use dur-
ing a Flex Alert can help sta-
bilize the power grid during
tight supply conditions and
prevent further emergency
measures, including rotat-
ing power outages."
California's power compa-

nies routinely ask house-
holds to limit their usage
during the so-called "shoul-
der hours," when rooftop
solar panels stop producing
electricity but demand
remains high because of

still-elevated temperatures.
The call to limit electric

vehicle charging comes a
week after state regulators
banned the sale of new
petrol- and diesel-powered
vehicles from 2035.

All but a handful of
SUVs, cars and light trucks
will have to produce zero
tailpipe emissions, with
only highly efficient plug-in
hybrids permitted to burn
fossil fuels. The move was
hailed as a game-changer
for the EV industry because
of the size of California's
auto market and the poten-
tial it has to set national, and
even international, stan-
dards. Wednesday's plea to
conserve power was greet-
ed with derision on Twitter,

where some said it was
proof the state had not
thought through its green
agenda. In response to soar-
ing power demands,
California Governor Gavin
Newsom declared a state of

emergency that temporari-
ly removes pollution con-
trols on fossil fuel power
plants to allow them to gen-
erate more electricity.

He pointed to the pun-
ishing drought in the US
West that has crippled
hydroelectric plants, and
noted the direct effect that
climate change is having on
day-to-day lives. "Energy
reliability becomes more
and more challenging...
because demand increases
at the same time supply
decreases," he said. He also
called on households to do
their part "to help us get
through the next week or
so, to turn up a little bit the
thermostat at home to 78
degrees.

Californians Told Not To Charge Electric
Cars As Heatwave Singes State
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US Open: Serena Williams
marches into the third round
NEW DELHI : (AGENCY)

Six-time champion Serena Williams got the better of
number two seed Anett Kontaveit in a three-set thriller
to make it to the third round of women's singles event in
the US Open, according to media reports. Serena won 7-
6(4), 2-6, 6-2. The US star was much more consistent
before 29,959 fans that included Tiger Woods and sister
Venus Williams. Serena won her first-set tiebreak with

two serves, the second
being an ace outside.
But Kontaveit bounced
back to take the second
set. The 23-time Grand
Slam champion Serena
broke Kontaveit's
serve "when the
Estonian's forehand

soared long." Just when Serena was on the verge of tak-
ing a 3-0 lead, Kontaveit was back converting her second
break point. But Serena again broke Kontaveit at 3-1 and
saved a break point to take a 5-2 lead. Serena has 75-2
record in the second round at Grand Slams with losses
against Venus at the 1998 Australian Open and Garbine
Muguruza at 2014 French Open.

ICC Rankings: Pandya up to fifth
spot among T20I all-rounders

CALCUTTA  : (AGENCY)

Hardik Pandya has jumped eight places to a best-ever
fifth position in the latest ICC T20I all-rounders’ rankings
following his excellent outing against Pakistan in the Asia
Cup on Sunday. Hardik claimed 3/25 and scored 33 not

out from just 17 balls
during their five-wick-
et victory. The all-
rounder is vital to
India’s chances in the
World Cup in Australia.
Afghanistan’s blister-
ing start to the Asia
Cup has not gone

unnoticed, with a number of players rewarded in the
updated rankings.

An ICC release said Rashid Khan jumped to third
position among the bowlers with 708 rating points, while
Mujeeb Ur Rahman returns to the top-10 with a seven-
slot leap to No.9 on 660 points. Bhuvneshwar Kumar,
who took 4/26 against Pakistan, is placed eighth. There
were no new entrants in the batting top ten, though
Pakistan’s Mohammad Rizwan moved up to second
(796) to join Babar Azam (810) in the top two.

BWF cancels tournaments in Hong
Kong and Macau due to Covid-19

KUALA LUMPUR : (AGENCY)

Two world tour badminton events -- Hong Kong Open
Super 500 and Macau Open Super 300 -- have been can-
celled due to the Covid-19 restrictions in the two coun-
tries, world governing body BWF said on Thursday.
While the Macau Open was slated from November 1 to 6,
the Hong Kong Open was scheduled to be held in
Kowloon from November 8 to 13. However, the
Badminton World Federation said it was informed by the
governing body of the two countries that hosting an
event will not be viable under the current situation. "In
light of the ongoing Covid-19 situation and complexities
of quarantine measures in Hong Kong, the Hong Kong
Badminton Association (HKBA) had been working close-
ly with government authorities to seek special approval
on easing some restrictions for event participants," the
BWF said in a statement. "However, with quarantine
restrictions still required for all overseas visitors, HKBA
concluded there was no other viable option than to can-
cel the tournament. "Similarly, after considering all trav-
el and entry restrictions into Macau, and the ongoing
health prevention measures in place, Badminton
Federation of Macau informed BWF there was no possi-
bility to conduct their tournament this year. After the
ongoing Japan Open this week, the world tour will move
to Europe in October for tournaments in Denmark,
France, and Germany.

CALCUTTA : (AGENCY)

ATK Mohun Bagan stayed in
contention for a knockout
berth in the 131st Indian
Oil Durand Cup, with a reg-
ulation 2-0 win over Indian
Navy in a Group B fixture at
the Kishore Bharati
Stadium on Wednesday.
Lenny Rodriguez opened
the scoring for the green
and maroon brigade, while
Kiyan Nassiri got the sec-
ond. ATK Mohun Bagan
thus wrapped up their
group engagements with
seven points and now await
the result of the Rajasthan
United (on four points) and
Indian Navy game on
Monday to find out whether
they can join Mumbai City
in the knockouts.   ATK
Mohun Bagan’s Spanish
coach Juan Ferrando made
eight changes from the one
that started against Emami
East Bengal on Sunday. Still
it was ATK Mohun Bagan
who started on the front
foot. The first goal came in
the 18th minute. Deepak
Tangri found Manvir Singh
on the right with a long ball.
Singh squared to Fardeen
Ali Mollah, lurking on the
edge of the box. Mollah took

out two defenders while
feigning his receive with a
wonderful turn and played
on Lenny Rodriguez, who
created space on his left and
beat goalkeeper Velutha
Vishnu with a grounded

left-footer to the near cor-
ner. Rodriguez almost got
his second four minutes
later with a wonderful
curler from distance but
this time Vishnu did well to
fend it off. 
Fardeen then got his second
assist after Kiyan played a
quick 1-2 with him to burst
through the Navy defence
and finish in style.

Navy had a chance to
pull one back after Pritam
Kotal fluffed his lines and
Shreyas VG pounced on it
but his effort went over.  In
Guwahati, Kerala Blasters
entered the last-eight stage
defeating Army Green 2-0
in a Group D match.

ATK Mohun Bagan win, now
wait for Monday result

Briefs News
CALCUTTA  : (AGENCY)

Last Sunday against
Pakistan, he couldn’t take
India home with young
Naseem Shah’s sheer pace
getting the better of him.
However on Wednesday,
when India again needed

him, Suryakumar Yadav
played a perfect knock that
laid the foundation for
India’s 40-run win over
Hong Kong in Dubai.
Courtesy this win, India join

Afghanistan in the Super
Fours of this Asia Cup. In
reply to India’s 192 for 2,
thanks largely to
Suryakumar’s carnage in
the slog overs, Hong Kong

could manage only 152 for
5. The impact of
Suryakumar’s knock was
such that a little bit of slop-
piness from some of the
bowlers didn’t hurt India.

Later, even Virat Kohli,
for the first time since the
2016 T20 World Cup, was
given an over to bowl with
India having practically
wrapped up the game by

then. Such a formidable total
from India in this Group A
clash didn’t quite look possi-
ble till “SKY”, as Suryakumar
is popularly called, arrived
in the middle. Opener KL
Rahul and Kohli (59 not out
off 44 balls) weren’t really
able to create pressure.

Suryakumar Yadav shows why he is so special

ALSTONE TEXTILES (INDIA) LIMITED
CIN: L65929DL1985PLC021037

Reg Off:- R-815 New Rajinder Nagar New Delhi -110060
Corp. Off: 47/18, Basement Rajendra Place Metro Station New Delhi 110060

Email Id :- alstonetextiles@gmail.com Website:- www.alstonetextiles.in,
Ph: +91- 9643924382, 011-28744161

NOTICE OF 37TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING & E-VOTING INFORMATION

NOTICE is hereby given that the 37th Annual General Meeting of the company will be
held on Monday 26thSeptember, 2022at 02:00 pm through Video Conferencing (VC)/
Other Audio Visual Means (OAVM) to transact the business, as set out in the Notice of
AGM. The Notice of AGM  &Annual Report for the Financial Year 2021-22is available and
can be downloaded from Company's Website www.alstonetextiles.in&BSE www.bsein-
dia.com

In compliance with section 108 of the Companies Act,2013 read with Rule 20 of the
Companies (Management and Administration) Rule, 2014 as amended from time to time
and Regulation 44 of the SEBI ( Listing Obligation and Disclosure Requirements)
Regulation, 2015 the Members are provided with the facility to cast their votes on a res-
olution set for in the notice of AGM using electronic voting system (e-voting) provided by
NSDL. The voting rights of Members shall be in proportion to the equity share held by
them in the paid-up equity share capital of the Company as on 19ndSeptember 2022
('cut-off date')

The remote e-voting commences on 23thSeptember 2022 at 09:00 am IST and ends
on 25thSeptember, 2022. During the period Member may cast their votes electronically.
The remote e-voting module shall be disabled by NSDL thereafter. Those Member who
shall be present in the AGM through VC/OAVM facility and had not cast their votes on
the Resolution through remote e-voting and are otherwise not barred from doing so,
shall be eligible to vote during the AGM.

The Member who have cast their vote by remote e-voting prior to the AGM may also
attend/participate in the AGM through VC/OAVM but shall not be entitled to cast their
votes again.

Any person who acquires share in the Company and becomes a Member of the
Company after the Notice has been sent electronically and hold share as of cut off dates:
may obtain the login ID and password by sending a request to evoting@nsdl.co.in.
However, if he/she is already registered with NSDL for remote e-voting than he/she can
use her/his existing User Id & Password for casting the votes.

If you have not registered your email address with the company/ depository you
may please follow below

instruction for obtaining login details for e-voting :

Physical Holding Please provide Folio No., Name of shareholder, scanned copy of the 
share Certificate (front and back), PAN (self-attested scanned copy of
PAN card), AADHAR (self-attested scanned copy of Aadhar Card) by 
email toalstonetextiles@gmail.com

Demat Holding Please provide DPID-CLID (16 digit DPID + CLID or 16 digit benefici
ary ID), Name, client master or copy of Consolidated Account state
ment, PAN (self-attested scanned copy of PAN card), AADHAR (self-
attested scanned copy of Aadhar Card) to alstonetextiles@gmail.com

Members who have not registered their email addresses with the company may register
the same by provide Folio No., Name of shareholder, PAN (self-attested scanned copy of
PAN card), AADHAR (self-attested scanned copy of Aadhar Card) by email to alstonetex-
tiles@gmail.com&bssdelhi@bigshareonline.com

For details relating to remote e-voting, please refer to the Notice of the AGM. If you
have any queries relating to remote e-voting please refer to Frequently Asked Questions
(FAQs) and e-voting user manual for Shareholders available at the downloads section of
www.evoting.nsdl.com or contact at toll free no. 1800 1020 990 and 1800 22 44 30 or
send a request to evoting@nsdl.co.in

The details of AGM are available on the website of the company at www.alstonetex-
tiles.in, BSE at www.bseindia.com

Place : New Delhi                                         
Date  : 02nd September, 2022

For Alstone Textiles (India) Limited
Shradha Sharma

Company Secretary

GENESIS DEVELOPERS AND HOLDINGS LIMITED
CIN:L67190DL1995PLC069768

Reg Off:R-815, New Rajinder Nagar, New Delhi North East-110060
Email Id: genesislimited1995@gmail.com  

website: www.genesisdevelopersholdings.com
Ph:011 2669 1132

NOTICE OF 27TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING & E-VOTING INFORMATION

NOTICE is hereby given that the 27th Annual General Meeting of the company will be
held on Friday 30thSeptember, 2022at 04:00 pm through Video Conferencing (VC)/
Other Audio Visual Means (OAVM) to transact the business, as set out in the Notice of
AGM. The Notice of AGM  &Annual Report for the Financial Year 2021-22is available and
can be downloaded from Company's Website www.genesisdevelopersholdings.com
&MSEIhttps://www.msei.in/
In compliance with section 108 of the Companies Act,2013 read with Rule 20 of the
Companies (Management and Administration) Rule, 2014 as amended from time to time
and Regulation 44 of the SEBI (Listing Obligation and Disclosure Requirements)
Regulation, 2015 the Members are provided with the facility to cast their votes on a res-
olution set for in the notice of AGM using electronic voting system (e-voting) provided by
NSDL. The voting rights of Members shall be in proportion to the equity share held by
them in the paid-up equity share capital of the Company as on 23rdSeptember 2022
('cut-off date').
The remote e-voting commences on 27thSeptember 2022 at 09:00 am IST and ends on
29thSeptember, 2022. During the period Member may cast their votes electronically. The
remote e-voting module shall be disabled by NSDL thereafter. Those Member who shall
be present in the AGM through VC/OAVM facility and had not cast their votes on the
Resolution through remote e-voting and are otherwise not barred from doing so, shall
be eligible to vote during the AGM.
The Member who have cast their vote by remote e-voting prior to the AGM may also
attend/participate in the AGM through VC/OAVM but shall not be entitled to cast their
votes again.
Any person who acquires share in the Company and becomes a Member of the
Company after the Notice has been sent electronically and hold share as of cut off dates:
may obtain the login ID and password by sending a request to evoting@nsdl.co.in.
However, if he/she is already registered with NSDL for remote e-voting than he/she can
use her/his existing User Id & Password for casting the votes.
If you have not registered your email address with the company/ depository you may
please follow below
instruction for obtaining login details for e-voting :

Physical Holding Please provide Folio No., Name of shareholder, scanned copy of the 
share Certificate (front and back), PAN (self-attested scanned copy of
PAN card), AADHAR (self-attested scanned copy of Aadhar Card) by 
email togenesislimited1995@gmail.com

Demat Holding Please provide DPID-CLID (16 digit DPID + CLID or 16 digit benefici
ary ID), Name, client master or copy of Consolidated Account state
ment, PAN (self-attested scanned copy of PAN card), AADHAR (self-
attested scanned copy of Aadhar Card) to
genesislimited1995@gmail.com

Members who have not registered their email addresses with the company may register
the same by provide Folio No., Name of shareholder, PAN (self-attested scanned copy of
PAN card), AADHAR (self-attested scanned copy of Aadhar Card) by email to genesislim-
ited1995@gmail.com&www.skylinerta.com

For details relating to remote e-voting, please refer to the Notice of the AGM. If you
have any queries relating to remote e-voting please refer to Frequently Asked Questions
(FAQs) and e-voting user manual for Shareholders available at the downloads section of
www.evoting.nsdl.com or contact at toll free no. 1800 1020 990 and 1800 22 44 30 or
send a request to evoting@nsdl.co.in

The details of AGM are available on the website of the company at www.sitalleasing-
finance.com MSEI at https://www.msei.in/

Place : New Delhi                                                    
Date : 02nd September, 2022

For GENESIS DEVELOPMENT AND
HOLDINGS LIMITED

Akash Chopra 
Company Secretary

SHRI NIWAS LEASING AND FINANCE LIMITED
CIN: L65993DL1984PLC019141

Reg Off :-47/18, Rajendra Place Metro Station New Delhi-110060
Email Id:- shriniwas.limited@gmail.com  

Website:- www.shriniwasleasingfinance.in
Ph: +91-9891709895

NOTICE OF 37TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING & E-VOTING INFORMATION

NOTICE is hereby given that the 37th Annual General Meeting of the company will be
held on Tuesday 27thSeptember, 2022at 04:00 pm through Video Conferencing (VC)/
Other Audio-Visual Means (OAVM) to transact the business, as set out in the Notice of
AGM. The Notice of AGM &Annual Report for the Financial Year 2020-22is available and
can be downloaded from Company's Website www.shriniwasleasingfinance. in &
BSEwww.bseindia.com

In compliance with section 108 of the Companies Act,2013 read with Rule 20 of the
Companies (Management and Administration) Rule, 2014 as amended from time to time
and Regulation 44 of the SEBI (Listing Obligation and Disclosure Requirements)
Regulation, 2015 the Members are provided with the facility to cast their votes on a res-
olution set for in the notice of AGM using electronic voting system (e-voting) provided by
NSDL. The voting rights of Members shall be in proportion to the equity share held by
them in the paid-up equity share capital of the Company as on 20thSeptember 2022
('cut-off date').

The remote e-voting commences on 24thSeptember 2022 at 09:00 am IST and ends
on 26thSeptember, 2022. During the period Member may cast their votes electronically.
The remote e-voting module shall be disabled by NSDL thereafter. Those Member who
shall be present in the AGM through VC/OAVM facility and had not cast their votes on
the Resolution through remote e-voting and are otherwise not barred from doing so,
shall be eligible to vote during the AGM.

The Members who have cast their vote by remote e-voting prior to the AGM may
also attend/participate in the AGM through VC/OAVM but shall not be entitled to cast
their votes again.

Any person who acquires share in the Company and becomes a Member of the
Company after the Notice has been sent electronically and hold share as of cut off dates:
may obtain the login ID and password by sending a request to evoting@nsdl.co.in.
However, if he/she is already registered with NSDL for remote e-voting than he/she can
use her/his existing User Id & Password for casting the votes.

If you have not registered your email address with the company/ depository you
may please follow below
instruction for obtaining login details for e-voting :

Physical Holding Please provide Folio No., Name of shareholder, scanned copy of the 
share Certificate (front and back), PAN (self-attested scanned copy of
PAN card), AADHAR (self-attested scanned copy of Aadhar Card) by 
email toshriniwas.limited@gmail.com

Demat Holding Please provide DPID-CLID (16 digit DPID + CLID or 16 digit benefici
ary ID), Name, client master or copy of Consolidated Account state
ment, PAN (self-attested scanned copy of PAN card), AADHAR (self-
attested scanned copy of Aadhar Card) to 
shriniwas.limited@gmail.com

Members who have not registered their email addresses with the company may register
the same by provide Folio No., Name of shareholder, PAN (self-attested scanned copy of
PAN card), AADHAR (self-attested scanned copy of Aadhar Card) by email to
shriniwas.limited@gmail.com&mukesh@bigshareonline.com

For details relating to remote e-voting, please refer to the Notice of the AGM. If you
have any queries relating to remote e-voting please refer to Frequently Asked Questions
(FAQs) and e-voting user manual for Shareholders available at the downloads section of
www.evoting.nsdl.com or contact at toll free no. 1800 1020 990 and 1800 22 44 30 or
send a request to evoting@nsdl.co.in

The details of AGM are available on the website of the company at shriniwas.limit-
ed@gmail.com, BSE at www.bseindia.com

Place : New Delhi
Date : 01st September, 2022

For Shri Niwas Leasing and Finance Limited
Ravi Kumar Dhaker
Company Secretary

SITAL LEASING AND FINANCE LTD
CIN:L65910HR1983PLC050169

Reg Off:Office No. 322, 3rd Floor, Plaza Commercial CompleMayfield Garden,
Sector-47 GURGAON HR 122001

Corp. Off: 16/121-122, JAIN BHAWAN, FAIZ ROAD, 
KAROLBAGH, NEW DELHI 110005

Email Id:- sitalleasing83@gmail. com  Website:- www.sitalleasingfinance.com,
Ph: 011-3206078

NOTICE OF 39TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING & E-VOTING INFORMATION

NOTICE is hereby given that the 39th Annual General Meeting of the company will be
held on Wednesday 28thSeptember, 2022at 04:00 pm through Video Conferencing (VC)/
Other Audio Visual Means (OAVM) to transact the business, as set out in the Notice of
AGM. The Notice of AGM  &Annual Report for the Financial Year 2021-22is available and
can be downloaded from Company's Website www.sitalleasingfinance.com
&MSEIhttps://www.msei.in/

In compliance with section 108 of the Companies Act,2013 read with Rule 20 of the
Companies (Management and Administration) Rule, 2014 as amended from time to time
and Regulation 44 of the SEBI ( Listing Obligation and Disclosure Requirements)
Regulation, 2015 the Members are provided with the facility to cast their votes on a res-
olution set for in the notice of AGM using electronic voting system (e-voting) provided by
NSDL. The voting rights of Members shall be in proportion to the equity share held by
them in the paid-up equity share capital of the Company as on 21stSeptember 2022
('cut-off date').

The remote e-voting commences on 25thSeptember 2022 at 09:00 am IST and ends
on 27thSeptember, 2022. During the period Member may cast their votes electronically.
The remote e-voting module shall be disabled by NSDL thereafter. Those Member who
shall be present in the AGM through VC/OAVM facility and had not cast their votes on
the Resolution through remote e-voting and are otherwise not barred from doing so,
shall be eligible to vote during the AGM.

The Member who have cast their vote by remote e-voting prior to the AGM may also
attend/participate in the AGM through VC/OAVM but shall not be entitled to cast their
votes again.

Any person who acquires share in the Company and becomes a Member of the
Company after the Notice has been sent electronically and hold share as of cut off dates:
may obtain the login ID and password by sending a request to evoting@nsdl.co.in.
However, if he/she is already registered with NSDL for remote e-voting than he/she can
use her/his existing User Id & Password for casting the votes.If you have not registered
your email address with the company/ depository you may please follow below 

instruction for obtaining login details for e-voting :

Physical Holding Please provide Folio No., Name of shareholder, scanned copy of the 
share Certificate (front and back), PAN (self-attested scanned copy of
PAN card), AADHAR (self-attested scanned copy of Aadhar Card) by 
email tositalleasing83@gmail.com  

Demat Holding Please provide DPID-CLID (16 digit DPID + CLID or 16 digit benefici
ary ID), Name, client master or copy of Consolidated Account state
ment, PAN (self-attested scanned copy of PAN card), AADHAR (self-
attested scanned copy of Aadhar Card) tositalleasing83@gmail.com 

Members who have not registered their email addresses with the company may register
the same by provide Folio No., Name of shareholder, PAN (self-attested scanned copy of
PAN card), AADHAR (self-attested scanned copy of Aadhar Card) by email to sitalleas-
ing83@gmail.com  &www.bigshareonline.com
For details relating to remote e-voting, please refer to the Notice of the AGM. If you have
any queries relating to remote e-voting please refer to Frequently Asked Questions
(FAQs) and e-voting user manual for Shareholders available at the downloads section of
www.evoting.nsdl.com or contact at toll free no. 1800 1020 990 and 1800 22 44 30 or
send a request to evoting@nsdl.co.in
The details of AGM are available on the website of the company at www.sitalleasingfi-
nance.com MSEI at https://www.msei.in/

Place :  New Delhi                                        
Date :  01st September, 2022

For SITAL LEASING AND FINANCE LTD
Nishu Jain

Company Secretary
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MUMBAI  : (AGENCY)

Reliance Industries Ltd
(RIL) has entered into a
deal with Pure Drinks to
acquire the once popular
cola brand Campa. Reliance
is also purchasing another
soft-drink brand Sosyo for
an undisclosed sum. The
acquisition comes as a part
of its latest strategy to enter
into the FMCG business.
The purchase will pit
Reliance against multina-
tional giants Pepsi and
Coca-Cola. Reliance is plan-
ning to move aggressively
into the beverages business
through the Reliance Retail
stores, JioMart and the
small outlets that purchase
products from the company.
quoting sources said
Reliance has acquired the
Campa brand from the
Delhi-based Pure Drinks
group for Rs 22 crore. It will
re-launch the brand in the
cola flavour, lemon, and
orange variants. At present,
Campa is bottled by Jallan
Food Products.

Speaking at the RIL

annual general meeting on
Monday, Isha Ambani who
heads RIL’s retail business,

said Reliance Retail will
foray into the FMCG busi-
ness this year.

The FMCG entry follows
that in pharmacy retail with
the acquisition of Netmeds.
Mukesh Ambani’s  daughter
said Reliance’s grocery
business is the largest in
India, with a network of

nearly 2,500 stores, and
digital commerce platforms
such as JioMart and

Milkbasket. Analysts said
acquisitions into newer seg-
ments cannot be ruled out
after FMCG.

Sosyo is an aerated
drink that is a mixture of
apple cider and grape with
some ingredients imported
from Germany and Italy. It
was launched in 1923 by

Mohsin Hajoori during the
swadeshi movement and
has been popular in Gujarat,

Maharashtra, Rajasthan,
Uttar Pradesh and Madhya
Pradesh. Pure Drinks was
the brand launched by late
Congress parliamentarian
Charanjit Singh soon after
Coca-Cola was asked to
leave India in 1977. After
that, the brand was a major
player in the Indian market

for the next 15 years in the
absence of foreign competi-
tion. The brand’s slogan was
“The Great Indian Taste”, an
appeal to nationalism.
Coca-Cola re-entered in
1993 and acquired brands
such as Thums Up, Maaza,
Gold Spot and Limca from
Parle Agro. After the return
of multinationals to the soft
drink market in the 1990s,
the popularity of Campa
Cola declined and its opera-
tions were scaled down as it
could not sustain the com-
petition.

The Indian FMCG mar-
ket is estimated to be over
$100billion and is largely
dominated by big firms
such as HUL, Reckitt, P&G,
Nestle and home-grown
companies like Dabur,
Emami and Marico. “We
believe the company
(Reliance Retail) will have
to invest in brand building
and marketing to transform
this business (FMCG) from
private label to full-fledged
FMCG operations,” analysts
at Morgan Stanley said in a
report.

Yesteryear cola giant Campa in RIL fold

Hint of change at Maruti
CALCUTTA : (AGENCY)

Maruti Suzuki India chairman R.C. Bhargava on
Wednesday hinted at organisational changes in the
backdrop of the company’s increased contribution to
parent Suzuki Motor Corporation’s overall global busi-
ness. Last Sunday, Suzuki Motor Corporation president
Toshihiro Suzuki announced during the foundation
stone laying ceremony at Gandhinagar that Maruti con-
tributed 60 per cent to Suzuki’s global sales. “In the last
fiscal, Suzuki Group produced about 28 lakh automobiles

all over the world. Out of
those, more than 16 lakh
units, or about 60 per
cent, were produced in
India. Exports from
India reached a highest
ever record of about 2.4
lakh units last year. India
plays a significant role as
a global automobile pro-
duction hub in Suzuki

Group,” the president had said. In his address at the
annual general meeting on Wednesday, the first physical
meeting since the pandemic, Bhargava said in the future
Maruti Suzuki India’s contribution to Suzuki’s global pro-
duction will go beyond 60 per cent. “Which raises in my
mind also the fact that with the growing volumes of pro-
duction in India, the growing importance of India, the
availability of capable manpower in India, do we not
need now to look at how we are organising in India to
deal with (future growth)?” he said. Bhargava said the
company is looking at a sales of 5 lakh CNG cars this fis-
cal. “Last year we did 2.5 lakh CNG cars and we could
have done more if there was no shortage of compo-
nents,” he said. The company is facing a shortage of CNG
controller, a semi-conductor used in CNG vehicles. On
compressed biomethane gas fuel, Bhargava said Maruti
Suzuki is “immediately looking into this area”.

Hospitality industry of
Bengal seeks sops

CALCUTTA : (AGENCY)

The hospitality industry in Bengal has urged the state
government to consider policy changes to promote
tourism such as granting industry status to hotels, intro-
ducing single window clearances and preparing a sepa-
rate rules for private jetties. Hotels and Restaurant
Association of Eastern India (HRAEI), which held an
interactive session with state tourism minister Babul
Supriyo and state tourism secretary Saumitra Mohan
pointed to the skewed distribution of star category
hotels. “We have about 10,948 hotels in Bengal. This
does not include the homestays and small guest houses.
I am talking about the hotels which are 10-plus number
of rooms.  Of this 60-70 are hotels in two-star to five-star
category. “Most of these hotels are Calcutta-centric.
Somewhere, we need to improve the investment pattern
so that hotels and restaurants grow in the rest of Bengal,”
said Sudesh Poddar, president, HRAEI.

GST mop up rises 28 per cent
in Aug to Rs 1.43 lakh crore

NEW DELHI : (AGENCY)

Collections from Goods and Services Tax (GST) rose 28
per cent to Rs 1.43 lakh crore in August, the Finance
Ministry said on Thursday. 

"Better reporting coupled with economic recovery
has been having a positive impact on the GST revenues
on a consistent basis," the ministry said in a statement.

The gross GST
revenue collected in
August 2022 stood at
Rs 1,43,612 crore of
which Central GST is
Rs 24,710 crore,
State GST is Rs
30,951 crore,
Integrated GST is Rs
77,782 crore (includ-
ing Rs 42,067 crore

collected on import of goods) and cess is Rs 10,168 crore
(including Rs 1,018 crore collected on import of goods),
the ministry said. The revenues for the month of August
2022, registered 28 per cent increase than the GST rev-
enues of Rs 1,12,020 crore collected in August 2021.

NEW DELHI : (AGENCY)

The Indian economy grew
13.5 per cent in the April-
to-June quarter, its fastest
pace in a year, but it was
much below the RBI fore-
cast of 16.2 per cent as gov-
ernment consumption
failed to take off during the
period. Economists also
warned that growth  sup-
ported mainly by statistical
comparisons with a year
ago rather than new
momentum (the base
effect)  was likely to lose
momentum in the coming
quarters as higher interest
rates cool economic activity.
The data showed that the
growth in government con-
sumption spending has
been abysmal 1.33 per cent.
Economists said inflation-
ary pressure on the Indian
economy, higher global
commodity prices, global
recession fears and rising
borrowing costs could fur-
ther moderate the pace of
economic growth in the
coming quarters.

“The GDP growth of
13.5 per cent in the first
quarter of the fiscal was

boosted by private final
consumption expenditure
(PFCE) and gross fixed cap-
ital formation, whereas gov-
ernment final consumption
expenditure displayed an
anaemic YoY growth of 1.3
per cent,” Aditi Nayar, chief
economist, Icra, said.

The data showed that
private investment during
AprilJune increased 20.1
per cent from a year ago,
government spending rose
by a piffling 1.3 per cent
while private consumption
was up 25.9 per cent. “Real
GDP or gross domestic
product (GDP) at constant
(2011-12) prices in Q1
2022-23 is estimated to
attain a level of Rs 36.85
lakh crore against Rs 32.46
lakh crore in Q1 2021-22,
showing a growth of 13.5
per cent compared with
20.1 per cent in Q1 2021-
22,” according to an official
statement. According to the
latest data, the country’s
gross value added (GVA)
which is GDP net of taxes
and subsidies and reflects
supply growth  grew 12.7
per cent in the quarter. “We
see a secular downturn in

the growth print ahead, as
the base effect fades and the

economy also slows sequen-
tially. We maintain growth
may remain at 7 per cent
for the year, albeit with
downside risk,” Madhavi
Arora, lead economist,
Emkay Global Financial
Services, said. “Going ahead,
even as recovery in domes-
tic economic activity is yet
to be broad-based, global
drags in the form of still-ele-
vated prices, shrinking cor-
porate profitability,
demand-curbing monetary
policies and diminishing
global growth prospects

will weigh on the growth
outlook,” Arora said.

Aurodeep Nandi, India
economist and vice-presi-
dent at Nomura said: “Post
pandemic tailwinds essen-
tially lifted the gross domes-
tic product in Q1  even if we
were to discount the low
base, this marks a stellar

rise in sequential momen-
tum. This marks a conflu-
ence of tailwinds, such as
the catch-up in contact-
intensive services, public
capex push, and lagged
impact of easy financial
conditions.” “Looking for-
ward though, some of these
will be replaced as head-
winds, as deteriorating glob-
al growth prospects, higher
inflation impacting con-
sumption, and gradually
tightening financial condi-
tions eventually start to
impact the pace of growth
momentum as the year pro-
gresses.” However, finance
secretary T.V. Somanathan
expressed confidence that
the economy is on course
for a 7-plus-percent growth
rate in the current fiscal
year. He said the first quar-
ter gross domestic product
growth rate was 4 per cent

above pre-Covid levels.
Allaying concerns of high
imports denting the fiscal
architecture, the finance
secretary aid the govern-
ment was on course to meet
the fiscal deficit target of 6.4
per cent of GDP in the cur-
rent fiscal ending March 31,
2023. Economic affairs sec-
retary Ajay Seth said GST
collection for August is like-
ly to remain in the range of
Rs 1.42-1.43 lakh crore, a
sign of buoyancy in the
economy. Also, gross fixed
capital formation grew 34.7
per cent during April-June,
the highest in 10 years, he
said. The data showed that
the agriculture GVA during
the April-June 2022 quarter
jumped 4.5 per cent against
2.2 per cent in the year-ago
quarter. It had grown 3 per
cent in the March 2022
quarter. 

NEW DELHI : (AGENCY)

At one level, we can say
that we're the world’s
fastest-growing econo-
my. At another, we must
remember that the 13.5
per cent figure repre-
sents a rebound in
demand from the
January-to-March quarter
when the economy was
reeling under the impact of
the most recent Omicron
wave. Under these circum-
stances, high growth during
the first quarter was a
given. But India undershot
the Reserve Bank of India’s
forecast of 16.2 growth and
financial market projec-
tions of 15.3 per cent
expansion.  And the 13.5
per cent growth in the first
quarter is as good as it’s
going to get, analysts say.
It’s all downhill from here.
Already brokerages like
Goldman Sachs, Citi and
Kotak have cut their projec-
tions for India’s annual
growth in response to
Wednesday’s data to as low
as 6.7-6.8 per cent. Analysts
say even that relatively
healthy-seeming growth
masks how fast the econo-
my is seen losing pace in the
coming months. “The read-
ing was materially below
our expectations," said
Santanu Sengupta, India
economist at Goldman
Sachs, saying the invest-
ment house now sees
downside risks to its growth
estimate of 7.2 per cent for
this current financial year.
Recall that back in
February, the Economic
Survey forecast that growth
in the current fiscal year
would be 8 per cent to 8.5

per cent. The RBI says it
now expects growth in the
7.2 range. Bear in mind the
negative impact of succes-
sive waves of Covid-19.
Economic growth, which
was already slowing before
the coronavirus struck, is
still playing catch-up. In the
first quarter of 2020-21, the
economy shrank by 24 per
cent. In the same first quar-
ter the following year, the
economy recovered to
expand by 20 per cent – but
that wasn’t enough to make
up for the 24 per cent con-
traction in the same year-
earlier quarter. In actual
fact, as one economic com-
mentator noted, when
crunching the numbers
India’s economic growth
has been less than 2 per
cent per year over a three-
year period from the April
to June 2019 quarter to the
April to June 2022 quarter.
Analysts expect growth
numbers to be lower from
here for the Indian econo-
my with expansion cooling
in the face of rising interest
rates and a worldwide eco-
nomic slowdown. There are
serious fears that the slow-
down could potentially
become a global recession.
Geopolitical tensions also
aren’t helping matters. The
Reserve Bank of India has
hiked the benchmark policy
rate by 140 basis points

since May and plans further
action to corral inflation
and bring it under its 6 per
cent target ceiling.

But given the rising
global headwinds, econo-
mists say the central bank is
unlikely to be ultra-aggres-
sive in hiking interest rates
and will move with smaller
25 basis point rate increas-
es going forward. So what’s
gone into the latest GDP
number? First of all, it's
been flattered by the quar-
ter’s weak growth that was
due to the knock-on effects
of Covid-19. If economic
activity had been a lot
stronger in the previous
quarter, we wouldn’t be
looking.

at such a high first
quarter figure this time
round – and bear in mind it
wasn’t as high as econo-
mists expected. The GDP
growth of 13.5 per cent “is
essentially a reflection of a
rather low statistical base
effect,” says Societe
Generale’s India. economist
Kunal Kundu. Going on from
there, the GDP numbers for
the three months from
April to June were but-
tressed by firm domestic
demand especially in the
services sector as the econ-
omy opened up in the wake
of the most recent Covid-19
wave.  Private consumption
shot up by 25.9 per cent in
the first quarter from a year
ago; trade, hotels and trans-
port grew by 25.7 per cent
while investment jumped
by 20.1 per cent. But manu-
facturing expanded by an
anaemic 4.8 per cent. “It’s a
reflection of pent-up
demand following the exit
from the Omicron.

India post 13.5% first quarter growth but
it's downhill from here, say economists
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MUMBAI : (AGENCY)

Benchmark indices started
the trade on a weak note on
Thursday, dragged down by
index majors Reliance
Industries, IT and banking
counters amid an overall
weak global markets trend.

The BSE benchmark
Sensex fell 898.61 points to
58,638.46 in early trade.
Similarly, the NSE Nifty
declined 273.75 points to
17,485.55. From the Sensex
pack, Infosys, Tata
Consultancy Services,
Reliance Industries, HDFC,
Tech Mahindra, HDFC Bank,
Hindustan Unilever, HCL
Technologies and ICICI
Bank were among the
major laggards.

Bajaj Finserv, Bharti
Airtel, Asian Paints and
UltraTech Cement were
among the gainers.

Elsewhere in Asia,
markets in Seoul, Tokyo and
Hong Kong were trading
lower, while Shanghai quot-
ed in the green in mid-ses-
sion deals.

The US markets had
ended lower on Wednesday.

The 30-share BSE
benchmark jumped
1,564.45 points or 2.70 per
cent to settle at 59,537.07
on Tuesday. The broader

NSE Nifty advanced 446.40
points or 2.58 per cent to
17,759.30.

Equity markets were
closed on Wednesday on
account of Ganesh
Chaturthi.

"Domestic equities are
likely to drift lower in early

trades Thursday, tracking
weakness in the Asian pack
after the US markets
overnight ended weaker,"
Prashanth Tapse - Research
Analyst, Senior VP
(Research), Mehta Equities

Ltd, said. Meanwhile, the
international oil bench-
mark Brent crude declined
2.84 per cent to USD 96.49
per barrel. Foreign institu-
tional investors (FIIs)
bought shares worth Rs
4,165.86 crore on Tuesday,
as per exchange data.

Markets fall in early trade
amid weak global trends

13.5 per cent Q1 growth; government plays Scrooge
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NOTICE OF 28TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING & E-VOTING INFORMATION

NOTICE is hereby given that the 28th Annual General Meeting of the company will be
held on Thursday 29thSeptember, 2022at 02:00 pm through Video Conferencing (VC)/
Other Audio-Visual Means (OAVM) to transact the business, as set out in the Notice of
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dia.com
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the Resolution through remote e-voting and are otherwise not barred from doing so,
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The Members who have cast their vote by remote e-voting prior to the AGM may
also attend/participate in the AGM through VC/OAVM but shall not be entitled to cast
their votes again.
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Company after the Notice has been sent electronically and hold share as of cut off dates:
may obtain the login ID and password by sending a request to evoting@nsdl.co.in.
However, if he/she is already registered with NSDL for remote e-voting than he/she can
use her/his existing User Id & Password for casting the votes. If you have not registered
your email address with the company/ depository you may please follow below
instruction for obtaining login details for e-voting :
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share Certificate (front and back), PAN (self-attested scanned copy of
PAN card), AADHAR (self-attested scanned copy of Aadhar Card) by 
email to sunshinecapital95@gmail.com

Demat Holding Please provide DPID-CLID (16-digit DPID + CLID or 16-digit benefici
ary ID), Name, client master or copy of Consolidated Account state
ment, PAN (self-attested scanned copy of PAN card), AADHAR (self-
attested scanned copy of Aadhar Card) to 
sunshinecapital95@gmail.com

Members who have not registered their email addresses with the company may register
the same by provide Folio No., Name of shareholder, PAN (self-attested scanned copy of
PAN card), AADHAR (self-attested scanned copy of Aadhar Card) by email to sun-
shinecapital95@gmail.com&mukesh@bigshareonline.com

For details relating to remote e-voting, please refer to the Notice of the AGM. If you
have any queries relating to remote e-voting please refer to Frequently Asked Questions
(FAQs) and e-voting user manual for Shareholders available at the downloads section of
www.evoting.nsdl.com or contact at toll free no. 1800 1020 990 and 1800 22 44 30 or
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tal95@gmail.com, BSE at www.bseindia.com

Place : New Delhi
Date : 01st September, 2022

For Sunshine Capital Limited
Surendra Kumar Jain
(Managing Director)
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5 top web series adapted from
foreign shows on Disney+Hotstar,

Netflix, Prime Video, SonyLIV
As we wait eagerly for the release date of SonyLIV’s
Sudhir Mishra-helmed Tanaav, an adaptation of the hit
Israeli political action-thriller series Fauda, it’s time to
take a look at some Indian web series that have transcre-
ated popular global shows in keeping with the taste of
Indian audiences. Here are five Indian adaptations of
acclaimed foreign TV shows that you can binge-watch
anytime this week.  Neerja and Dhamaka director Ram
Madhvani adapted the popular Dutch crime drama
series Penoza into Hotstar Special Aarya. After a long
sabbatical, Sushmita Sen made a comeback in this Hindi
web series, which chronicles the story of a homemaker
who becomes a mafia queen in trying to avenge the
murder of her husband and keep her children safe from
the underworld. In his remake of the Dutch series, which
was created by Pieter Bart Korthuis and Diederik van

Rooijen, Madhvani set
the pacy thriller in
Rajasthan (it’s
Amsterdam in the orig-
inal). The writers
slightly altered the sto-
ryline and introduced
Indian elements to
match the changed
locale. Despite such

alterations, Aarya offers thrill and drama as much as the
original show, thanks to the superb performance of
Sushmita and the supporting cast of Chandrachur Singh,
Jayant Kripalani, Ankur Bhatia, Vikas Kumar and
Sikander Kher. After two successful seasons, the show
has been renewed for a third season.      Adapted from a
French show, Call My Agent is a comedy drama dipped
in Bollywood glamour. The four main characters are
played by Rajat Kapoor, Soni Razdan, Aahana Kumra and
Ayush Mehra. Special appearances by the who’s who of
Bollywood as themselves bolster   Dia Mirza, Ali Fazal,
Lara Dutta, Richa Chadda, Farah Khan and Jackie Shroff
up the star value of this Netflix show. Focusing on a
group of agents who work for some of the well-known
Bollywood stars and filmmakers, Call My Agent
Bollywood  directed by Shaad Ali  mostly concentrates
on their tumultuous personal lives and business deal-
ings. However, the original’s humour seems to have
been lost in translation as the series tries too hard to
become a witty reflection of Bollywood. (AGENCY)

SonyLIV’s Pet Puraan is a must
watch for pet parents and child-
free couples looking to get a pet

In a topsy-turvy world of changing priorities and ambi-
tions, one thing remains constant  puppies and kittens
can make us feel at home and fill our lives with joy. The
six-episode series Pet Puraan on SonyLIV, directed by
Dnyanesh Zoting, banks on this time-tested fact to
explore what it takes to become a pet parent.  At the cen-
tre of the show are a young couple who decide to remain
child-free and adopt a pet instead. While Pet Puraan
focuses on the responsibilities that come with nurturing

a pet and the know-how
it needs, it is as much
about a couple making
life choices that their
families find unconven-
tional and the hardships
they face as a result. 

The show is an ideal
watch for anyone think-
ing about bringing home

a pet. And if you are a pet parent, Pet Puraan show is
specially for you.  The would-be pet parents take baby
steps Aditi and Atul (played by Sai Tamhankar and Lalit
Prabhakar) go from thinking of pets as tailor-made com-
modities to having a deeper understanding of the
responsibilities of owning a companion animal.  Aditi
and Atul think about getting birds, rabbits and fish
before narrowing down on dogs and cats. It’s fun to see
them bicker about their choices. Finally, Vyanku the dog
and Baku the cat come into their lives.  Mentally tough-
ened up after having to deal with an unscrupulous pet
trader, the couple meet a fierce animal activist and res-
cue worker, Ms D’Souza (played by Rasika Agashe), who
gives the couple a reality check on pet parenthood. Aditi
and Atul, now better informed about their responsibili-
ties, adopt Vyanku and chance upon Baku, an abandoned
kitten, on a rainy night.  Pet Puraan  released simultane-
ously in Bengali, Hindi, Malayalam, Kannada, Telugu and
Tamil  puts Aditi and Atul in hilarious predicaments as
pet parents. They now have to deal with the anxieties
that come with any vet visit and also convince the mem-
bers of their residential society.

8 OPEN SEARCH
NEW DELHI, FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 02, 2022 www.opensearch.co.inENGLISH DAILY

ENTERTAINMENT

Briefs News

Santo, Jamtara S2, Hocus Pocus 2, The
Mighty Ducks: New trailers and teasers

Netflix has dropped the trailer of its upcoming Spanish-lan-
guage crime drama series Santo, which features Raul
Arevalo, Bruno Gagliasso, Victoria Guerra and Greta
Fernandez. In the trailer, two police officers are looking for
Santo, a mysterious international drug dealer whose face
has never been seen by law enforcement authorities. Santo
will arrive on Netflix on September 16. The trailer for the
second season of Netflix’s crime series Jamtara: Sabka
Number Ayega gives us
a sneak peek of how
dangerous scams are
planned to perfection by
fraudsters. The show is
inspired by the rampant
growth of phishing calls
and growing cyber-
crimes.  The series fea-
tures actors like Amit
Sial, Monika Panwar, Aksha Pardasany, Sparsh Shrivastav
and Aasif Khan. Jamtara: Sabka Number Ayega Season 2
will arrive on Netflix on September 23.  Disney+ Hotstar
has released a new trailer for the second season of the pop-
ular Disney+ reboot The Mighty Ducks: Game Changers.
The trailer for the sequel series to the popular 1990s films
shows the hockey powerhouse Mighty Ducks arriving at
Epic, a high-level summer hockey school in California.
Series regulars Brady Noon, Maxwell Simkins, Swayam
Bhatia, Luke Islam, Taegen Burns, and DJ Watts are return-
ing for the second season.  The Mighty Ducks: Game
Changer Season 2 will premiere on Disney+ on September
28 with new episodes airing weekly.  (AGENCY)

Sonu Nigam’s formidable reper-
toire of multi-genre songs has
been a result of over three
decades of effortless, melodious
singing for the Hindi film music
industry. His deep love for the
stage and passion for music began
when he was just a toddler and
that hasn’t abated even a bit,
though he is almost touching 50.
Sonu has been busy with shows
across the globe. And while he did
choose to stay away from singing
actively for Bollywood at one time,
Sonu’s latest song has been for his
favourite star Aamir Khan — Main
Ki Karaan from Laal Singh
Chaddha.  In an exclusive inter-
view with The Telegraph Online,
Sonu Nigam speaks about the
changes in the music scenario in
the last few years, his work on Jal
not getting the recognition it
deserved in India, dealing with
social media trolls and his upcom-
ing projects.  Your songs in Laal
Singh Chaddha have been on the
charts for a while now. How was it
working with Aamir Khan again?

Sonu Nigam: Working with
Aamir Khan has always been spe-
cial and now even more because
we have developed a personal
equation in the last couple of
years. He was always one of my
two favourite actors. One is
Amitabh Bachchan and the sec-
ond was Aamir Khan, so when I
work with him, I work with a lot of
happiness. Sonu Nigam: There are
changes for sure and you can look

at it as positive, or you can also
look at it as negative. It is there in
every era, in every field of art or
profession. Yes, there have been a
lot of changes from the time I
came to this industry. It was 1981.
Today I am 31-plus years old in
this industry. Right from the
recording style, things have
changed  it was  analogue earlier
with musicians and singers work-
ing together. But now we can
record songs in our bedrooms. So
a lot has also changed in the way
we used to have music companies
release a song, to today, where you
can release a song on your own,
with your label, on various plat-
forms. It is all in your hands. There
is a lot of music in the market
which makes the success percent-

age ratio very difficult sometimes.
But at the same time, you don’t
have to rely on one particular per-
son to succeed. You can keep
releasing your stuff yourself and if
you are lucky, and if you have tal-
ent, you will surely stand out.
Sonu Nigam: The perks of work-
ing in Mumbai, which was
Bombay when I came to become a
singer, is that you get to meet and
work with the best and not just
the country but with the world.
And of course working with our
greats like Lataji (Mangeshkar),
Ashaji (Bhosle), Manna Dey sahab.
I used to do a TV show called Sa Re
Ga Ma and I am the only one who
can actually talk about this good
fortune that it’s not just one per-
son but all the greats of all time

who came to my show, which
went on for four to five years.
Such great people right from
Naushad sahab, Zakir Hussainji,
Anil Biswasji, Ravi Shankarji,
Ghulam Mustafa Khan sahab, Birju
Maharajji, Kelucharan Moha
patra…  I have worked with many
great people. And I have not even
begun to talk about the younger
ones and the newer ones who are
so beautiful in their work too. So
yes, I have been very fortunate
and I am the luckiest artiste in the
world ever. Sonu Nigam: Bickram
bhai and I have done lots of good
work together. Our most amazing
work has been one on the album
Jal, which got nominated in the
shortlist of Oscars in 2014. The
movie, Jal, didn’t do very well at

the box office in India, but the
music was appreciated world-
wide, not in India though (smiles).
It was a very unique album that I
did, which will never ever get its
due. Unless 20 years later people
get up and revisit and notice what
we did in this album. It was called
the music room and from the
rhythm changes and the composi-
tion to the lyrics I wrote, it was
one of my best and most amazing
works ever. You have always had
cross-generational appeal with
your genre-bending voice. What
do you think makes a singer
unique and appealing? Sonu
Nigam: Thank you for being very
kind and calling me cross-genera-
tional. I don’t take credits, I just
believe in my good fortune. My
good fortune is that I am open-
minded, I listen to everybody. I
take good qualities from everyone,
younger or older, male or female. I
listen to them, I observe, take the
minute details and then I steal it.
You have to be a thief to become
rich in your craft and trust me, you
won’t be penalised for it. Fame
and success comes with baggage,
controversies and trolls. How do
you handle them? What is your
advice to others who have to face
trolling? Sonu Nigam: Yes, of
course! You learn as you go
through it as you experience
trolling, as you experience the
controversies. I don’t have any
advice in particular because we all
have to handle. (AGENCY)

Sonu Nigam: ‘I am open-minded, I listen to
everybody and I take their good qualities’

Early on in the third episode
of She-Hulk: Attorney At
Law, Jennifer Walters
breaks the fourth wall and
empathises with our eager-
ness to see Wong’s cameo.
She assures us that this isn’t
the typical Marvel show
that relies on intra-universe
cameos, before calling her-
self out for the two cameos
we have seen in the show’s
first two episodes. 

And yet, by the end of
Episode 3, we see two more
cameos which are peak-
Marvel in their existence
but never in treatment. That
is how She-Hulk feels, three
episodes in.

It exists in a universe
that plays by Marvel
Studios’ rules but is subver-
sive in its very nature. Its
genius lies in how it paro-
dies the formula by using it.
The episode has two set sto-
rylines — Walters’ defend-
ing Emil Blonsky’s parole

request, and Dennis
Bukowski suing an
Asguardian con-artist for
swindling him of money as
Megan Thee Stallion (the
rapper makes a hilarious
cameo). Contrary to what
we expect, this episode is
full of flimsy lawyering, as
both parties struggle to
make any headway, and
Walters finally seems to
come into her own at the
end. But this is not a plot-
driven show, and somehow,
that works.

She-Hulk: Attorney At
Law ups its game in how the
subtleties contribute to
character-development and
world building. We see
Walters’ inner conflict
when she deals with gossip
cooked up by paparazzi.
This sub-plot also adds new
layers to the sexist world
she inhabits, with anony-
mous men on the internet
doubling down on how she

is a ‘derivative of Hulk’,
ascertaining her worth
from her cousin. It almost
feels poetic that the episode
doesn’t have a Hulk appear-
ance in it. 

There are also the
absurd rumours of her
being pregnant with
Abomination’s child and

being rejected by the
Avengers, both of which
could easily be replicated in
our universe if the
Avengers existed here. Due
to all these little touches,
Walters is always relatable,
even when she is her super-
strong green counterpart,
because at her core she is

just an everybody trying to
find her place. 

The writing remains
extremely tight, and the
short runtime manages to
achieve the impossible by
telling a well-rounded story,
maintaining connections
with the MCU, giving its
characters room to breathe

and never feeling too
stuffed. This is also the fun-
niest episode yet
( A b o m i n a t i o n ’ s
polyamorous arc is the
most entertaining part of
Phase 4).  The larger ques-
tion is how She-Hulk:
Attorney At Law plans to
utilise its remaining
episodes. 

While each one has had
a self-contained plot so far, it
is debatable if a case-of-the-
week format can power an
entire season with novelty.
If Marvel does have an over-
arching storyline, it is also
worth asking when they
plan to connect the dots,
and will the character get
real stakes to play with if
they introduce a pivotal con-
flict late into the season. But
most importantly, we want
to know who are the
remaining cameos lined up.
Give us Episode 4 already!
(AGENCY)

She-Hulk: Attorney At Law Ep 3: Two stellar cameos,
a lot of lawyering & Jennifer Walters’ inner conflict

OPEN SEARCH

Sony SAB’s magnum opus
Alibaba Dastaan-e-Kabul,
inspired by the popular folk
tale Alibaba and forty
thieves, launched last week
and has already grabbed
the audience's interest. It’s
not only the grandeur and
aesthetics of the show that
makes it a crowd pleaser
but also the intriguing plot
twists it has started deliver-
ing. At the start of the show,
we've witnessed Alibaba's
wholesome bond with his
children and his willingness
to go to any length to ensure
their happiness and bright
futures. Ali, however, has a
lot more on his plate, with
Zorawar wanting to steal
his business and SimSim's

desire to free Iblis, which
hovers over Ali's and the
entire Kabul's fate like a
dark cloud. SimSim is will-
ing to put everything on the
line in the forthcoming
track to free Iblis and his
gang of 40 thieves. The only
way she can accomplish

this is by the occurrence of
Darar-e-Khala and she
decides to use all of her
powers to create a magical
disc that will serve as her
weapon in this quest.

Will SimSim succeed in
accomplishing Darar-e-
Khala? What will be the

consequences of this
impending doom?
Sayantani Ghosh, who plays
Simsim remarks, “SimSim
has been waiting for many
decades and made many
attempts to break Mustafa’s
spell and free Iblis and his
gang of thieves. She is ready
to put everything at stake
for those she holds close to
her heart, even if it means
she has to hurt others in her
quest. SimSim is very
unique and although she is
a villain, she has depth to
her personality, she is led by
her emotions, unlike the
stone cold villains we see on
screen. Her actions are
going to throw a lot of
curveballs at the audience,
so be ready for an epic
rollercoaster ride!”

Is Kabul’s impending doom already here or will SimSim
fail in her mission in Sony SAB’s Dastaan-e-Kabul

The latest episode of Koffee
With Karan 7, streaming on
Disney+ Hotstar, welcomed
actress Kriti Sanon and
actor Tiger Shroff, who
debuted together in the
2014 action film Heropanti.
With their screen chemistry
apparent, Kriti and Tiger —
who will be next seen
together in the December
release Ganapath — kept
the conversation interest-
ing and breezy in Episode 9.
Here’s what made it a delec-
table and light watch.  Tiger
too zen for Karan’s grilling
The War star acted cool
even when show host
Karan Johar tried to pry out

a relationship confession
from him. Despite his suc-
cess with such grilling of
other stars like Sidharth
Malhotra and Kiara Advani,
Karan failed to draw Tiger
out about his relationship

with Baaghi 2 co-star Disha
Patani. In fact, Tiger was
more open about his man
crush on his War co-star
Hrithik Roshan. Though
tight-lipped about Disha,
Tiger was quite forthcom-

ing about his romantic and
sex life. When asked about
which sexual fantasy he
would like to come true, he
admitted that all his sexual
fantasies had been fulfilled.
He also hinted at his past
relationship with Student of
the Year 2 co-star Ananya
Panday and admitted to
having a crush on Shraddha
Kapoor.  Kriti and Aditya
Roy Kapur the next KWK
couple? When asked who
she would like to date, Kriti
named Aditya Roy Kapur.
Pointing out that they never
featured together, Kriti was
open about her interest in
the Sadak 2 star. (AGENCY)

Koffee With Karan Ep 9: Tiger Shroff has a crush on
Hrithik Roshan; Kriti Sanon likes Aditya Roy Kapoor

Back to Hogwarts Day:

6 best friendship moments
from Harry Potter film series

September 1 calls for packed suitcases, house scarves
wrapped around your neck and a jug of butterbeer in your
hand because it’s Back to Hogwarts Day, celebrated every
year by Potterheads (Harry Potter fans) across the world to
remember the start of the session at Hogwarts School of
Witchcraft and Wizardry.  Though Daniel Radcliff aka

Harry Potter from the Harry
Potter films isn’t on social
media, his co-star Tom
Felton, who plays Draco
Malfoy in the movie  series,
made sure to celebrate the
day. When Harry Potter’s
uncle Mr Dursley traps him

with metal bars on his window to stop him from going
back to Hogwarts, Ron (Rupert Grint) and his twin broth-
ers, Fred and George (James Andrew Eric Phelps and Oliver
Martyn John Phelps) come to Harry’s rescue in their dad’s
flying Ford Angila. Ron knew there was something wrong
as Harry wasn’t answering any of his letters, and crafted a
plan to rescue him. The magical escape was made even bet-
ter by Ron wishing Harry a happy birthday when everyone
else had forgotten about it. (AGENCY)

Applause Entertainment’s Sameer Nair on
upcoming projects with Hansal Mehta

Applause Entertainment CEO Sameer Nair says his associ-
ation with filmmaker Hansal Mehta goes back to the early
days of streaming in India and they are aiming to consoli-
date their creative partnership with the upcoming season
of Scam and a series on Mahatma Gandhi. Nair said he first
worked with the National Award-winning director on the
2017 ALTBalaji series Bose: Dead/Alive, starring
Rajkummar Rao, before he joined Mumbai-based content
studio Applause. The senior executive said Applause had
already acquired the rights to journalists Sucheta Dalal and
Debashis Basu’s 1992 book The Scam: Who Won, Who
Lost, Who Got Away. “I had worked with Hansal before
Applause. We worked on Bose together at ALTBalaji. I had
a chance to interact with him then, so I always wanted to
work with him. We had independently bought the rights to
Sucheta Dala’s book Scam and were planning to make the
show. We had signed Hansal to direct an untitled show for
us,” Nair said. Once Hansal Mehta signed the contract with
Applause, the studio head asked him if he had any ideas.
“He said ‘I’ve got various ideas. I’m thinking of things’. And
I said, ‘Well, I’ve got one idea. (AGENCY)


