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French air force contingent
on force projection deploy-

ment makes stopover in India
NEW DELHI, OPEN SEARCH

A French Air and Space Force contingent,
including three Rafale combat jets, made a tech-
nical stopover at the Indian Air Force (IAF) sta-
tion at Sulur during a long-distance deployment
to the Indo-Pacific, reflecting the close defence
ties between the two sides. The French Air and
Space Force is currently conducting a major
long-range mission in the Indo-Pacific, code-
named “Pégase 22”. The first stage of the mis-
sion aims to demonstrate France’s capacity for
long-distance air power projection by deploy-
ing an air force contingent from metropolitan
France to the French territory of New
Caledonia in the Pacific Ocean in less than 72
hours. The contingent and jets made the
stopover at Sulur airbase in Tamil Nadu during
August 10-11 to achieve the unprecedented
16,600-km deployment. Mission Pégase 22
began on August 10 and will continue till
September 18. The contingent comprised
three Rafale jets and support aircraft. After
landing at Sulur on Wednesday evening, the
contingent flew out in the early hours of
Thursday after refuelling.

BRIEF NEWS

Haryana assembly on

Wednesday referred

Amendment Bill to take away

suo motu powers of police

complaints authority to

select committee. Home min-

ister Anil Vij said there has

to be a complainant for the

authority to act

CHANDIGARH : OPEN SEARCH

The Haryana assembly on
Wednesday referred to a select
committee of the House the
Haryana Police (Amendment)
Bill, 2022 for examination. The
amendment Bill which sought
to do away with the powers of
the Haryana State Police
Complaints Authority to take
suo motu cognisance of a mat-
ter was opposed by Congress
MLA Varun Chaudhary.
“What’s the objective behind
taking away the powers to

take suo motu cognisance,”
Chaudhary asked.

“The ambit of the authori-
ty should not be decreased.

What’s the harm if the author-
ity takes suo motu cognisance
of a matter. The high court also
takes suo motu cognisance at
times,” the Congress MLA said.

Home minister Anil Vij

said there has to be a com-
plainant for the authority to
act. Chief minister ML Khattar
said unlimited powers cannot

be given as they will have
repercussions.

Deputy chief minister
Dushyant Chautala suggested
that the Bill be referred to a
select committee of the House

for examination.
Subsequently, the home min-
ister moved a motion to refer
the amendment Bill to a select
committee of the assembly.

Meanwhile, four Bills were
passed by the assembly on
Wednesday. These were
Haryana Water Resources
(Conservation, Regulation and
Management) Authority
(Second Amendment) Bill,
2022; Haryana Goods and
Services Tax (Amendment)
Bill, 2022; Haryana Municipal
Corporation (Amendment)
Bill, 2022, and Haryana
Municipal (Amendment) Bill,
2022.

The Haryana Water
Resources (Conservation,
Regulation and Management)
Authority (Second
Amendment) Bill, 2022, was
passed to amend the Haryana
Water Resources (Protection,
Regulation and Management)
Authority Act, 2020.

Haryana assembly passes 4 Bills,
refers one to select committee

CHANDIGARH: (AGENCY)

Punjab Chief- Minister
Bhagwant Mann has
accepted the resignation of
Dr Raj Bahadur, the vice-
chancellor of Baba Farid
University of Health
Sciences who was allegedly
forced to lie on a dirty
mattress at a hospital by
the state's health minis-
ter during an inspection.
The state government
has given the charge of
the university VC to the
director, of medical edu-
cation, as of now, said
official sources. The CM
after accepting the resigna-
tion forwarded it to the
Punjab governor, they said.

Dr Raj Bahadur had ten-
dered his resignation after
he felt "humiliated" at the
hands of Health Minister
Chetan Singh Jouramajra. It
happened last month when
Jouramajra was on an
inspection of Faridkot's

Guru Gobind Singh Medical
College and Hospital, which
comes under the university.

A video clip of the inci-
dent that circulated on
social media showed
Jouramajra placing a hand
on the veteran surgeon's
shoulder as he pointed

toward the "damaged and
dirty condition" of a mat-
tress at the hospital. The
minister was then seen
allegedly forcing Dr
Bahadur to lie down on the
same mattress. After the
incident, Dr Bahadur had
conveyed to the Punjab
chief minister the "humilia-
tion" and requested.

Punjab CM Bhagwant Mann
accepts resignation of Baba

Farid medical varsity VC

NEW DELHI, OPEN SEARCH

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has lauded former
Vice President M Venkaiah
Naidu for his commitment
to ideology, which drove him
to join a political party that
had little presence in his
state of Andhra Pradesh,
saying his "energy is infec-
tious".

In a three-page farewell
letter to Mr Naidu, whose
term as the vice president
ended on Wednesday, the
Prime Minister said, "Your
energy is infectious. It can
be seen in your wit and wis-
dom. Your one-liners are
widely admired. Articulation
has always been among
your greatest strengths."
Recalling Mr Naidu's
strengths, PM Modi said
from the small lanes of
Nellore to the vice-presi-
dency, yours has been an
outstanding and inspiring
journey.

"Whenever any chal-
lenge or setback came, it
only strengthened your
resolve to go about your
work with even more
courage," PM Modi said.
Referring to his chairman-
ship of Rajya Sabha, PM

Modi said Mr Naidu has
always been a "stickler for
parliamentary discipline
and traditions".

"I know of your person-
al anguish and discomfort
whenever there were
unseemly disruptions or
the dignity of the
Parliament was lowered in
any manner. Whenever you
spoke about it, there was
deep pain in your voice,
conveying your worry for
the long-term future of our
nation and the vibrancy of

the Parliament," PM Modi
wrote in the letter
addressed to Mr Naidu as
Venkaiah 'garu' (honorific
suffix).

The Prime Minister said
as the chairman of Rajya
Sabha, Mr Naidu presided
over the House with bril-
liance. "Your warm rela-
tions with leaders in the
treasury and opposition
benches furthered a spirit
of cordiality in the House. It
was heartening to see first-
time members, women, and

younger members get more
opportunities to express
themselves." The success of
your approach is evident in
the record rise in the Rajya
Sabha's productivity during
your years as the Chairman,
PM Modi pointed out.

"In the five years gone
by, several historic bills
have been passed and you
will certainly look back at
them with satisfaction. I am
sure the legislations on
Articles 370 and 35(A)
(relating to abrogation of

certain sections of Article
370), which were first
tabled in the Rajya Sabha,
would have made you very
proud," he said.

Recalling Mr Naidu's
tenure in the BJP organisa-
tion, the prime minister
said it has also been memo-
rable. "Needless to say, the
interest you took in organi-
sational matters energised
every karyakarta (worker).
You made efforts to
strengthen systems in the
party, by setting up more
party offices, ensuring they
are active hubs of public
service and elaborating on
the exact roles of each party
position." 

PANAJI: OPEN SEARCH

Health minister Vishwajit
Rane said on Wednesday
that the state government
would sign a tripartite
memorandum of under-
standing (MoU) with the
Tata Memorial Hospital,
Mumbai, and the Union
government, to seek their
guidance in setting up the
proposed Cancer Institute
of Goa.

The Tata Memorial
Hospital is one of the
world's largest cancer care
facilities, and is supported
by the Union government's
department of atomic ener-
gy.

Rane’s announcement
came after a meeting with
Union health secretary
Rajesh Bhushan and state
health secretary Y V V J
Rajasekhar to discuss vari-
ous issues pertaining to the
health services in Goa.

Rane said that Bhushan
promised to support the

upgrade of the tertiary can-
cer centre to a state cancer
institute. “He has advised us
to send a proposal, along
with referrals,” said Rane.

The foundation stone
for the cancer centre was
laid on August 1. The proj-
ect itself was initiated a few
years ago, and the state is
being assisted financially by
the Union government.

Rane said that Bhushan
appreciated the Goa gov-
ernment’s policy of approv-
ing HPV vaccination for
girls of the 9-14 age group
for the prevention of cervi-
cal cancer. Goa Medical
College (GMC) has a unit for
cancer patients and also a
day centre for chemothera-
py, led by Dr Anupama
Borkar. Before that, most
cancer patients needing
treatment were referred to
certain private hospitals or
centres outside Goa.

Rane said that at

Wednesday’s meeting, they
also discussed the digitisa-
tion of health records. “It
will ensure that the records
of all patients, but chiefly of
far-flung primary health
centres, are properly docu-
mented,” Rane said. Digital
documentation, he said, will
ensure that records are
maintained in one place,
which will help in the pre-
ventive care as well as treat-
ment of patients.

Rane said that the
Union health ministry
would soon send a team of
officials to understand Goa’s
special needs, including the
upgradation of the South
Goa district hospital, with a
separate medical college as
per the model advised by
Niti Aayog. “The ministry
will also depute officers
from AIIMS for the upgra-
dation of the STEMI pro-
gramme in Goa,” Rane
added.

Goa to sign MoU with Tata Memorial hospital,
Centre for cancer institute :  Vishwajit Rane

Arvind Kejriwal alleged
that there seems to be
something wrong with
the Centre's finances the
way it is "strongly oppos-
ing" free facilities for
people.

NEW DELHI, OPEN SEARCH

Describing the allegations
as “brazen lies”, the
Bharatiya Janata (BJP) on
Thursday hit out at Arvind
Kejriwal soon after the
Delhi chief minister claimed
it waived off ?10 lakh crore
of loans and ?5 lakh crore of
taxes of super-rich people
and their companies. “The
Centre hasn’t waived off
loans but recovered 6.5 lakh
crore since 2014-15,” BJP IT
department in-charge Amit
Malviya tweeted. Center
hasn’t waived off loans but

recovered 6.5 lakh crore
since 2014-15 No where
has center said that
Agniveer is to cut pension
bill. Modi Govt has all the
money for our Armed
Forces. At an online brief-
ing, Kejriwal alleged that
there seems to be some-
thing wrong with the
Centre's finances the way it
is "strongly opposing" free

facilities for people.
Questioning the Agnipath
defence recruitment
scheme, Kejriwal said, “It is
for the first time in the
country's history that the
government is justifying
their Agnipath Yojna. It said
it is being done so the gov-
ernment does not have to
pay pensions to defence
persons anymore.” He said

the reduction in states'
share in central taxes from
42 per cent to 29 per cent,
Goods and Services Tax
(GST) imposed on food
items and 25 per cent cut in
MNREGA fund, Kejriwal
asked where was all the
money going. Responding
to his allegation, Malviya
said, “No where has center
said that Agniveer is to cut
pension bill. Modi Govt has
all the money for our
Armed Forces. No tax on
loose food items. States
levied VAT earlier (sic).”

On MNREGA, the BJP
leader said the Centre hasn’t
cut its allocation and states
aren’t able to spend it.
Kejriwal also alleged that
the Centre collects a huge
amount of taxes, including
?3.5 lakh per annum on
petrol and diesel, and was

still against providing peo-
ple of the country free edu-
cation, healthcare and other
facilities. Issuing a rebuttal
of the charges, Malviya
tweeted, “The Modi Govt’s
Ayushman Bharat is the
biggest healthcare program
in the world. Kejriwal hasn’t
set up a single hospital in
Delhi… Center is providing
free food to 80 crore peo-
ple…” s0sssHis reaction
came after Modi's state-
ment on freebies. Modi had
said, "Freebies will restrict
India from becoming self-
reliant and increase the
burden on taxpayers."

Earlier on Wednesday,
in his speech during the
inauguration of the 2G
ethanol plant, the Prime
Minister also spoke out
against the culture of free-
bies.

BJP IT department in-charge Amit Malviya and Delhi CM Arvind Kejriwal.

The aim of the commission would be to present a proposal to stop the wars around.

The Tata Memorial
Hospital is one of
the world's largest
cancer care facili-
ties, and is sup-
ported by the
Union govern-
ment's department
of atomic energy.

PM Modi, in a

three-page

farewell letter to

Venkaiah Naidu, said,

"Your energy is infec-

tious. It can be seen in

your wit and wisdom.

Your one-liners are

widely admired".

““””

'Brazen lies': Kejriwal's attack over GST,
Agnipath scheme gets BJP's rebuttal GUWAHATI: (AGENCY)

Regional committees set up
to look into the ongoing
boundary dispute between
Assam and Arunachal
Pradesh will complete the
joint visits to the border
areas by the month-end, a
senior Assam minister said
on Thursday. 

“Today we decided that
by the end of August, we
will complete the task of
joint visits to the disputed
border areas. It was also
agreed to prepare our
reports and submit them to
the CMs of both states by
September 15,” Assam bor-
der protection and develop-
ment minister Atul Bora
said in Guwahati on
Thursday after a meeting of
the state regional commit-
tees. Chief ministers of the
two states, Assam’s Himanta
Biswa Sarma and
Arunachal Pradesh’s Pema
Khandu signed the Namsai
Declaration on July 15 in an

attempt to speed up the
seven-decade-old boundary
dispute between the two
states. The two states
agreed to bring down the

number of disputed villages
from 123 to 86. It was also
decided that the 12 regional
committees, set up in each
state for joint verification of
the disputed areas, will
submit their first tranche of
reports for areas on which
the two sides arrive at a
consensus by September
15. “During the joint visits,
the regional committees

would look into various
aspects like constitutional
boundary, geographical
contiguity and administra-
tive convenience. The

desire of the local people
(on which state they want
to reside in) would also be
taken into account,” said
Bora. He added that the for-
mula of ‘give and take’,
which was used to resolve 6
of the 12 areas of dispute
between Assam and
Meghalaya, will be used to
address the boundary row
with Arunachal Pradesh.

"Your energy is Infectious": PM Modi's
farewell letter to Venkaiah Naidu

Assam-Arunachal border row committees to
end visits to disputed areas by Aug 31
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KOLKATA: (AGENCY)

Trinamool Congress leader
Anubrata Mondal has been
arrested by the Central
Bureau of Investigation in a
cattle smuggling case. The
Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) team
came to the house of the
Trinamool's Birbhum dis-
trict chief along with Central
Reserve Police Force per-
sonnel to arrest him after
his lawyers said he needed
at least two weeks before he
could appear for question-
ing.

The CBI yesterday sent
a report to its headquarters
explaining how Mr Mondal
sought more time to face
interrogation even after not
responding to summons for
a 10th time in the cattle
smuggling case.

When the investigators
reached his house today,
they surrounded the prop-
erty first before moving in,

sources said. The Trinamool
district chief is also known
to be a local strongman. All
the doors of his house were
locked from inside, sources
said. The CBI arrested him
eventually, citing non-coop-
eration with the probe into
the cattle smuggling case.

He will be brought to
state capital Kolkata. Earlier,
his doctor had prescribed
bed rest for Mr Mondal.
Sources said he was plan-
ning to go for an operation
to treat a fistula, but the
authorities in state-run
SSKM Hospital said he did

not need hospitalisation.
The CBI has filed four

chargesheets in the cattle
smuggling case and named
11 accused. Mr Mondal's
bodyguard, Saigal Hossain,
was arrested in the case.
The CBI alleged the
Trinamool strongman's

bodyguard played a key role
in moving money between
cattle smugglers and Mr
Mondal. The CBI claims Mr
Hossain has also amassed
properties worth crores of
rupees. Mr Mondal's arrest
is the second high-profile
crackdown on alleged cor-
ruption by central agencies
after the arrest of former
Trinamool minister Partha
Chatterjee and his aide
Arpita Mukherjee in the
Staff Selection Commission,
or SSC, scam. Over ? 50
crore in cash was found in
the houses of Ms Mukherjee
during a raid by the
Enforcement Directorate.
West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee and her
party had come under
severe criticism over Mr
Chatterjee's arrest. Mr
Modal's arrest, too, is likely
to give more ammo to the
BJP to attack Ms Banerjee
for alleged corruption by
leaders of her party.

PATNA: (AGENCY)

The first Bihar assembly
session after Nitish Kumar
took a fresh oath as chief
minister is set to be from
August 24 — and the timing
is yet another canny move.
It is in this session that the
JDU-RJD+ government has
to prove its majority, but the
Speaker is still from the BJP,
Nitish Kumar's former part-
ner. The alliance wants to
change that first, unwilling
to risk anything even
though it looks comfortable
on paper. Technically, the
Governor calls the session,
but he's to act as per the
government's recommen-
dation. Fifty-five legislators
from the new
'Mahagathbandhan' (Grand
Alliance) have moved a no-
confidence motion against
Speaker Vijay Kumar Sinha.
Rules say it can be taken up
in the House only after two
weeks of submission.
August 24 means that rule
won't be a problem. The
renewed Grand Alliance

has support of 164 MLAs,
several more than the 122
needed in the House of 243. 

But the no-risk plan is

straightforward: Before
Nitish Kumar faces the trust
vote on August 25, Mr Sinha
be removed in the no-confi-
dence vote, and a new
Speaker be elected, on the
first day of the session.

Mr Sinha may resign
before that. Sources said
he'll act on the BJP leader-
ship's command. That will
mean just an election to the
post. A new Speaker is to be
from the RJD, as per the
"chacha-bhatija" pact's
terms and conditions.

Nitish Kumar and Speaker
Sinha haven't had the best
relationship even before
this. In June, JDU had

skipped a session in which
its then-ally BJP sought to
discuss who was the “best
legislator”. The RJD and
Congress also boycotted the
proceedings after Speaker
Sinha didn't permit a debate
on the Agnipath defence
recruitment scheme. The
JDU's opposition to the
scheme was one of its many
disagreements with the BJP.
The Speaker said a discus-
sion on that wasn't correct
as the issue wasn't a state
subject.

Trinamool Leader's Dramatic Arrest
By CBI In Cattle Smuggling Scam

Nitish Kumar Wants Trust Vote
After 2 Weeks. This Is Why

BENGALURU: (AGENCY)

Terming speculations
regarding his replacement
ahead of the 2023
Assembly polls as "baseless"
and "falsehood", Karnataka
Chief Minister Basavaraj
Bommai on Thursday said
his government is stable and
will continue to remain so
and that he will work much
harder for the state and the
BJP. This is the first reaction
from the Chief Minister on
the controversy, as he
resumed his regular activi-
ties today, after recovering
from COVID-19 infection.
He had been under home
isolation after testing posi-
tive on August 6.

There has been some
buzz on and off within the
state BJP in recent times,
regarding some kind of an
overhaul including at the

top level, especially after the
recent visit of Union Home
Minister Amit Shah to the
State.

Adding to it, the
Congress in a series of
tweets for the last two days
has been speculating about
the possibility of the state
having a third Chief
Minister in this tenure with
Mr Bommai being replaced,
and has even called him a
"puppet Chief Minister".

"It is amusing...this is
not the first time the
Congress is tweeting such a
thing, they seem to have a
feeling- there is instability
in their mind which they
want to spread among peo-
ple across the state, but peo-
ple won't believe them," Mr
Bommai said.

"More than anything
I'm 'Sthitaprajna' (man of
steady wisdom), because

I'm aware of the truth and
there is no basis to such
talk, as they are politically
motivated," he said in
response to a question on
the Congress tweets specu-
lating about change of chief
minister. Speaking to
reporters in Bengaluru, the
Chief Minister said his deci-
sion and resolve had
become firm from such
talks and added that he is
motivated to work more for

the state and its people. "In
the coming days I will work
two more hours a day and
spend more time for the
development of the state. I
will also work towards
strengthening the party and
we will go to people on a
large scale," he added. Noting
that there are two views on
the tweets within the
Congress itself, Mr Bommai
said he is not going to give
much importance to them

and that his presence of
mind is very clear. "This is
all falsehood, the truth is
that there is a stable govern-
ment and it will continue to
be stable. I have resolved to
work much harder," he
added.

With speculations per-
sisting on change of the
chief minister, none less
than the state BJP strong-
man B S Yediyurappa on
Wednesday had said Mr
Bommai will complete the
term and no such discus-
sions about a change had
taken place in the party or
between him and Amit
Shah, when they met here
last week. Also several sen-
ior Ministers and party lead-
ers had come out in support
of the Chief Minister.
Responding to a question
that talks about replace-
ment of the chief minister

first came out from within
the party, Mr Bommai said
there is no need to give
importance to it. Former
BJP MLA B Suresh Gowda's
recent statement indicating
at some changes and that
the high command will take
a call on replacing the chief
minister and other matters
in the interest of the party
and to win the elections in
future had added to the
speculations. Mr Bommai,
who took over from
Yediyurappa as Chief
Minister, completed one
year in office on July 28. The
'3 Chief Ministers' refer-
ence by the Congress, in its
tweets, is with regard to the
earlier BJP government
between 2008-2013, which
saw three Chief Ministers --
Mr Yediyurappa, D V
Sadananada Gowda and
Jagadish Shettar. 

BENGALURU: (AGENCY)

The Karnataka High Court
has held that married
daughters are entitled for
compensation by insurance
companies on the loss of
their parents in accidents.
The High Court said the
Supreme Court has held
that married sons are also
entitled for compensation in
such cases.

"This Court also cannot
make any discrimination
whether they are married
sons or married daughters
and hence, the very con-
tention that married daugh-
ters of deceased are not
entitled for compensation
cannot be accepted," it said.
The High Court single judge
bench of Justice HP Sandesh
heard an appeal filed by an
insurance company chal-
lenging the award of com-
pensation to married

daughters of one Renuka
(aged 57) who was killed in
an accident on April 12,
2012 near Yamanur,

Hubballi, in north
Karnataka. Renuka's hus-
band, three daughters and a
son had sought compensa-
tion. The Motor Accident
Claims Tribunal had award-
ed a compensation of ?
5,91,600 with six per cent
annual interest to the fami-
ly members. The insurance

company had challenged
this in the High Court con-
tending that married
daughters could not claim

compensation, and also that
they were not dependents.
Therefore, awarding com-
pensation under the head
'loss of dependency' was
wrong. It was claimed by
the insurer that compensa-
tion was to be awarded only
under 'loss of estate.' The
High Court, however, said

that dependency does not
only mean financial
dependency. Even if the
dependency is a relevant
criterion to claim compen-
sation for loss dependency,
“it does not mean financial
dependency is the 'ark of
the covenant'.

Dependency includes
gratuitous service depend-
ency, physical dependency,
emotional dependency, and
psychological dependency,
which can never be equated
in terms of the money, it
said. Other contentions of
the insurance company
including doubts about the
age of the victim, and her
income were also rejected
by the court. A warranty
card for a sewing machine
purchased by the deceased
came in handy for the
Tribunal to calculate her
income at ? 4,500 per
month.

"Make Nitish Kumar Vice President,
His Party Had Offered": BJP's Charge

Probe Agency Summons 8
Senior Police Officers Of West
Bengal In Coal Smuggling Case

KOLKATA: (AGENCY)

The Enforcement Directorate (ED) has summoned eight
senior police officers of West Bengal to New Delhi for
questioning in the coal smuggling case, officials said on
Thursday. Among the IPS officers summoned by the cen-
tral agency were Gyanwant Singh (ADG, CID), Koteswara

Rao, S Selvamurugan,
Shyam Singh, Rajeev
Mishra, Sukesh Kumar Jain
and Tathagata Basu, they
said.

The IPS officers have
been given specific dates
to appear before the ED at

its New Delhi office, they added. "These IPS officers
played crucial roles in the coal smuggling case. There is
evidence that these officers benefited from the scam. All
of them were posted in areas where the smuggling hap-
pened," the ED official said. Seven of these eight officers
were summoned by the ED last year as well.

338 "Alcoholic" Cops Being
Treated At Detox Camps In

Mizoram, A Dry State
MIZORAM: (AGENCY)

Over 300 police officials are being treated for alcoholism
related ailments in Mizoram, three years after the state
issued a complete ban against alcohol. A 45-day camp
has been organised to "improve their physical fitness
level and health conditions", police said. State Police has
identified 338 of its men in khaki who are suffering from
ailments related to alcoholism, and have started a special
"detox" camp for them.  According to a Mizoram police
statement, as an initiative to detoxify and rehabilitate
Mizoram police personnel from various medical ail-

ments resulting from alco-
holism and other substance
abuse, a detoxification camp
has been organized from the
fund received under the
National Fund for Control of
Drug Abuse (NFCDA). A com-

mittee of senior police officers has been formed to over-
see the organization and closely supervise the campaign,
which aims to improve their physical fitness level and
health conditions for carrying out their daily duties effi-
ciently and effectively. The Detoxification and
Rehabilitation camp, which began on July 21, has nine
centers which have been set up in different police facili-
ties. The programme will continue until September 9,
sources said. Mizoram was a dry state for 18 years, until
the Congress government lifted the ban on the sale and
consumption of alcohol in 2015. The Mizo National
Front government, which came to power in 2019 decid-
ed to go back to total prohibition with the support of the
church in the Christian majority state.

Rajasthan Bans Animal
Fairs After Over 12,000

Cattle Die Of Lumpy Virus
JAIPUR:  (AGENCY)

With over 12,800 cattle deaths due to a skin infection
caused by Lumpy virus in Rajasthan, the state govern-
ment has banned holding of animal fairs. Out of the total
cattle deaths reported in the state till August 10, a maxi-
mum of 2,511 deaths have been reported in Sri
Ganganagar followed by 1,619 in Barmer, 1,581 in
Jodhpur, 1,156 in Bikaner, 1,150 in Jalore and 1,138 in
Jalore. "Situation in completely under control. All efforts
are being made to control the disease spread. Most of the
deaths have occurred in five districts and the situation in
other districts of the state is under control," Secretary,
Animal Husbandry Department P C Kishan said.
According to the Department, a total of 2,81,484 animals
have been affected due to the disease and 2,41,685 ani-
mals have been treated. Considering the spread of the
disease in the state, the state government has banned
organising animal fairs in Rajasthan, an official state-
ment said. As part of measures to tackle the situation, the
Rajasthan government has given approval to recruit
temporary staff on 500 posts at the earliest. 

"Will Work 2 More Hours A Day": B Bommai Says Karnataka Government Stable

MUMBAI: (AGENCY)

The Shiv Sena on Thursday
claimed Bihar Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar has
created a storm by severing
ties with the BJP and this

storm can pose a challenge
to the BJP in the 2024 Lok
Sabha polls if it intensifies
into a cyclone. An editorial
in the Sena mouthpiece
'Saamana' lavished praise
on Mr Kumar, saying the
BJP tried to break his party
Janata Dal (United), but he
stung back and turned the
tables by severing ties with
the BJP. The Marathi daily
also targeted Maharashtra

Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde, who revolted
against the Sena leadership
in June, saying he "bent the
knee" before Delhi. He (Mr
Shinde) should understand
that Mr Kumar showed he
can survive without it, the
editorial said.

The Sena further said
the fissures between Mr
Kumar and Rashtriya Janata
Dal (RJD) founder Lalu
Yadav must come to an end
now. It also praised Lalu
Yadav's son Tejashwi
Yadav, who led the RJD's
Assembly polls campaign in
2020, describing him as a
"young and popular" leader
of Bihar who had posed a
challenge to the then BJP-
JD(U) alliance. The RJD and
JD(U) had contested against
each other in the 2020
Bihar Assembly polls. The
ties between Mr Kumar and
Lalu Prasad have seen sev-
eral ups and downs.

Nitish Kumar Created A
Storm That Can Challenge

BJP: Team Thackeray

Briefs News

NOIDA: (AGENCY)

Shrikant Tyagi has been
attending events of BJP but
the party abandoned him
since his spat with a woman
last week, his wife Anu
Tyagi has claimed.

Anu, who has been
twice detained by the police
for questioning since last
Friday, alleged she was
mentally tortured and her
family harassed during the
whole episode. Noida Police
involved in the investigation
have denied the allegations.

Tyagi identifies himself
as national executive mem-
ber of the BJP's Kisan
Morcha and national co-
coordinator of its Yuva
Samiti, but the party has
maintained he was not its
member. When asked about
her husband's association

with the BJP, Anu Tyagi "I
have seen him attending
programmes, events and
rallies of the party. I wonder
in what capacity he attend-
ed those events! Now he
has been abandoned. I don't
know why and I can't say
why." She said her husband
has been into social work
and has been active from
Noida to Ghaziabad and
Modi Nagar.

"If he stopped over at a
market in these areas, hun-
dreds of people would gath-
er there immediately. Such
has been his social connec-
tion," the housewife
claimed.

Tyagi was arrested on
Tuesday from Meerut after
being on the run for four
days and since he got into a
row with a woman in his
housing society reportedly

over planting of trees. A
video of the incident that
was circulated widely on
social media showed the
woman, a co-resident at
Grand Omaxe society in
Sector 93B, being abused
and pushed around by
Tyagi. He has been booked
in three cases -- assaulting
and abusing the woman,

cheating, and the Gangsters
Act, according to officials.

Anu Tyagi admitted
that the language used by
her husband was inappro-
priate but alleged that the
argument was triggered by
the complainant, the
woman. "If we did not have
any right to plant the trees,
did she or other women of

the society have the right to
uproot any tree? They could
have contacted the forest
department, the local
authorities for appropriate
action," she said.

She alleged there was
"politics" in the case right
from the society level to
higher levels. She said the
woman who engaged in the
spat lives four towers away
from their flat while their
next door neighbours never
had a complaint about
them. "Some of the society's
residents had created so
much pressure on the
police and local authorities
during the initial stages that
fair investigation could not
be carried out," the wife
claimed. Anu Tyagi alleged
that she had been mentally
tortured and her family
been harassed during the

whole investigation in the
case. Additional Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(Women Safety and Central
Noida) Ankita Sharma
trashed the allegations.

"She has been treated
with utmost dignity. No mis-
treatment was meted out to
her during questioning or
the family harassed," the IPS
officer said, adding she her-
self had questioned Anu.

BJP's Noida unit presi-
dent Manoj Gupta and
Gautam Buddh Nagar MP
Mahesh Sharma, among
others, have maintained
that Tyagi was not a mem-
ber of the ruling party. All
the same, the Opposition
has mounted an attack on
the BJP over the issue, shar-
ing pictures allegedly of
Tyagi with senior saffron
party leaders, including.

"Abandoned" By BJP: Wife Of Noida Politician
Who Was Filmed Abusing Woman



NEW DELHI, OPEN SEARCH

Delhi’s air quality was in
the satisfactory category on
Thursday morning as over-
cast weather and drizzle
were likely on Thursday
while the mercury was
expected to drop to around
35°C. According to the
Central Pollution Control
Board, the hourly air quality
index (AQI) was 86 at 7am.
On Wednesday, the average
24-hour AQI was 102 in the
moderate category.

An AQI between zero
and 50 is considered ‘good’,
51 and 100 ‘satisfactory’,
101 and 200 ‘moderate’,
201 and 300 ‘poor’, 301 and
400 ‘very poor’, and 401
and 500 ‘severe’.

On Wednesday, moni-
toring agency System of Air
Quality and Weather
Forecasting and Research

said that satisfactory air
quality was expected till
Saturday. “For the next
three days...peak wind
speed is likely to be around
16-26 km/h causing mod-
erate dispersion and AQI is
likely to be within ‘satisfac-
tory’ or ‘lower end of mod-
erate’ due to expected light
rain/drizzle spells.”

The minimum temper-
ature was expected to be
around 28°C on Thursday.
On Wednesday, the maxi-
mum temperature was
37.5°C, five degrees above
the normal, while the mini-
mum was 27.8°C.

The wet-bulb tempera-
ture, an indicator of dis-
comfort levels that factors
in the maximum tempera-
ture and humidity, soared
on Wednesday, hitting
33.7°C, a level where even
generally.
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GURUGRAM: (AGENCY)

The enforcement wing of
the department of town and
country planning (DTCP)
on Wednesday put up pub-
lic notices in Sushant Lok 1
market, directing
shop owners and its
association to volun-
tarily remove
encroachments and
take corrective action.
ssOfficials said that in
case of any violation,
they will start an
enforcement drive and take
strict action against the
shop owners, and also issue
penalties. Amit Madholia,
district town planner
(enforcement), said an anti-
encroachment drive was
carried out in the market
earlier, and the shop own-
ers and market association

was asked to clear the
encroachments at the earli-
est. “We had expected that
all the shop owners would
clear most of the areas of
encroachments, but that
did not happen. Now, we

have given them one more
chance by putting up
notices across the market.
If corrective action is not
taken, a demolition drive
will be carried out,” he said,
adding that shop owners
should remove all the illegal
establishments in the area
within a week.

Along with strengthening of
road stretch from Defence
Colony Flyover to Chirag
Delhi Flyover on Josip Broz
Tito Marg, Deputy CM
Manish Sisodia directed
PWD officials to ensure
maintenance and upkeep of
road aesthetics too 

NEW DELHI, OPEN SEARCH

In order to ensure vehicular
traffic safety and provide
smooth commuting experi-
ence to all the people of
Delhi, the Kejriwal
Government will beautify
and strengthen the road
stretch on Josip Broz Tito
Marg (BRT Road), from
Defence Colony flyover to
Chirag Delhi Flyover. 

The project worth Rs
12.08 crores for the same
was approved by Deputy
Chief Minister Shri Manish
Sisodia, who also holds the
profile of the PWD Minister.
Under this project, the
Public Works Department

(PWD) has been directed to
ensure strengthening of
road stretch from  Defence
Colony flyover to Chirag
Delhi Flyover, maintenance
and upkeep of pavements,
central verges and service
lanes of the entire road
stretch, including other

allied works such as lane
marking, white washing of
parapet walls/railing etc.
Shri Manish Sisodia said,
“The Kejriwal Government
is determined to provide
hassle free commuting
experience to all the com-
muters of Delhi and ensure

the road safety. For this,
assessment of various
important roads has been
taken up by the PWD. 

As per the findings of
the assessment, the govern-
ment is approving funds for
strengthening and
makeover of roads.”He

added that Josip Broz Tito
Marg (BRT Road) is used
heavily by commercial as
well as private vehicles. Due
to increased vehicular load
on the road, there have
been reports that it
requires immediate atten-
tion. In view of the same
road strengthening and
beautification process has
been taken up by the gov-
ernment.

It is to be noted that,
the road stretch from
Defence Colony flyover to
Chirag Delhi Flyover, which
is 3.45 Kms and has 0.87
Km of service road will be
covered under aforemen-
tioned road strengthening
project. Shri Manish Sisodia
said that PWD is following
the global standards of
street design to make the
city roads better and safer.
Government is working
round the clock to ensure
that commuters of Delhi
get a smooth ride and walk-
ing experience on city

roads. This will help to
decongest city roads,
decrease the travel time of
the commuters and save
energy. The Dy CM directed
the officials to ensure the
completion of work within
the stipulated time, without
any inconvenience to the
commuters. 

Strengthening of road
stretch on Josip Broz Tito
Marg will include ->
Strengthening of road
stretch from  Defence
Colony flyover to Chirag
Delhi Flyover, ->
Comprehensive mainte-
nance and upkeep of pave-
ments, central verges and
service lanes. Alslied works
such as lane marking, white
washing of parapet
walls/railing etc. ->
Development of greenery
on the central verge and
either side of the road. ->
Maintenance of road aes-
thetics such as road furni-
ture, pedestrian pathways,
LED lights etc.

Aug 15 ahead, Tihar
convicts roped in to
stitch national flags

NEW DELHI, OPEN SEARCH

Convicts in Delhi’s Tihar jail are voluntarily stitching at
least 3,000 national flags after Prime Minister Narendra
Modi urged citizens to hoist the Tricolour at their homes
to mark the country’s 75th Independence Day celebra-
tions, officials aware of the development said. After the
Prime Minister asked citizens to participate in the Har
Ghar Tiranga (a Tricolour in every house) campaign,
traders across the country have been scrambling to meet
the increase demand for the national flag.

The prison department, however, did not release the
names or profiles of the convicts who are stitching the
Tricolour inside the jail. Jail officials also said that this
Independence Day, at least 21 prisoners are set to be
released under a “special remission scheme” announced
by the ministry of
home affairs on the
occasion of Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsav.
Previously, convicts
were only granted
remission (reduction
in sentence or jail
term days counted as
added to a prisoner’s
record) on
Independence Day. This year, on June 10, the MHA
announced that certain categories of prisoners would be
given “special remission and released”.

Some of the parameters set by the ministry include
women and transgender person convicts aged over 50
who have completed 50% of their sentence; male con-
victs over the age of 60 who have completed 50% of
their sentence; convicts who have completed 2/3rd of
their sentence; physically challenged convicts (with 70%
disability) who have completed 50% of their sentence.
To be sure, these conditions do not apply to convicts
involved in terror cases, death row prisoners, rape con-
victs and specific heinous crimes. “Twenty-one prison-
ers fit the criteria. They will be released on August 15
after the government’s approval,” said a prison officer.

Crimes against women in
Delhi up by 16.9%: Data

NEW DELHI, OPEN SEARCH

Delhi reported more cases of rape, molestation, kidnap-
ping and cruelty by husband till July 15 this year, com-
pared to the same duration last year, according to the lat-
est data shared by the Delhi Police on Wednesday.
Overall, the city reported a 16.9% increase in cases of
crime against women, compared to the last year till July
15. Though the city reported a marginal increase in
cases of rape from 1,033 last year to 1,100 this year till
July 15, the Capital witnessed one of its worst cases of
gang-rape and torture in January this year. A 20-year-old
married girl was gang-raped, tortured, her hair chopped
off and paraded through the streets of an east Delhi local-
ity where her family lived. More than 11 people have
been arrested in this cases, including eight women.

This was followed by another shocking incident the
next month when an 87-year-old bedridden woman was
raped and assaulted by a drunk man at her residence in
Tilak Nagar. Data, over the years, has shown that Delhi
has had a poor record on women’s safety. According to
the 2020 National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB)
report, crimes against women in Delhi declined by
24.65% in 2020 as compared to 2019, possibly on
account of the Covid-19 pandemic that kept people
mostly indoors last year, the city still topped the Union
Territories (UTs) in the number of rapes reported.

The maximum spike in the number of cases was
reported under the cruelty by husband category (section
498-A/406 of the Indian Penal Code). Cases under this
category reported a nearly 30% spike. While 2,096 such
cases were registered in 2021, this year the number
went up to 2,704. Mishika Singh, an advocate and
founder of Neev Foundation that provides legal support
to the needy, said the Covid-19 pandemic and resultant
job losses and work pressures could be one of the rea-
sons in the spike in cases of cruelty by husbands. “Most
of the investigations in these cases usually ends with the
police calling the two parties and making them resolve
the problem. However, we have seen that such agree-
ments don’t last long, resulting in the continuation of
domestic violence against women,” she said. A senior
police officer who has investigated such cases said that
the rise in number of cases also means that more
women are coming forward with their complaints of vio-
lence against their family members,including husbands
and in-laws. She added that with the convenience of reg-
istration of FIRs online being provided in Delhi.

Kejriwal Govt. to carry out beautification and
strengthening of road stretch on Josip Broz Tito Marg

DTCP puts up public
notice across Sushant

Lok 1 market

NEW DELHI, OPEN SEARCH

The Capital recorded a hot and humid
Wednesday with the maximum tem-
perature settling at 37.5 degrees
Celsius (°C) – three degrees above
normal for this time of the year.
The wet-bulb temperature, an indica-
tor of discomfort levels that factors in
the maximum temperature and
humidity, soared on Wednesday as
well, hitting 33.7°C, a level where even
generally healthy people may find it
difficult to work outdoors. Delhi is,
however, expected to see some relief
on both Thursday and Friday, with the
India Meteorological Department
(IMD) forecasting of overcast skies
and drizzle, and the maximum tem-
perature dropping to around 35°C,
while the minimum will be around
28°C.

IMD in its initial forecast for
Independence Day also said that light
rain is expected in the morning. RK
Jenamani, scientist at IMD, said the

monsoon trough was in central India
and fairly south of Delhi at present;
however, two active weather systems
– one on the Gujarat coast and the
other over central MP--were leading to
a low-pressure area and the move-

ment of easterly winds towards Delhi.
“This is likely to lead to isolated

drizzle activity. More importantly, on
Thursday and Friday, we will see gusty
winds measuring 25-35 km/hour dur-
ing the day, which will cool the region,”
Jenamani said, adding these winds
were not strong enough to bring in

substantial rain, and in the absence of
the monsoon trough, even light to
moderate rain was unlikely.

Meanwhile, Safdarjung, which
represents Delhi’s weather, recorded a
minimum temperature of 27.8°C – one
degree above normal--on Wednesday
and relative humidity oscillated
between 53% and 85% during the day,
IMD data showed.

IMD also forecast light rain activi-
ty in the early hours of August 15;
however, Jenamani said this may
change depending on the movement
of the monsoon trough.

“If the trough moves northwards
again, the intensity may be high and if
it stays over central India, we will not
get much rain,” he said. Delhi’s air
quality also showed a slight improve-
ment in the last 24 hours, but
remained in the “moderate” category,
with a reading of 102 as per the
Central Pollution Control Board’s daily
national bulletin released at 4pm. It
was 112 (moderate) 24 hours ago.

Asked about the DCW
chairperson Swati Maliwal’s
notice seeking immediate
action on a rape complaint,
deputy commissioner of
police (south) Benita Mary
Jaiker said that it is a com-
munication between DCW
and police. “Media has
nothing to do with that,” she
said.

NEW DELHI, OPEN SEARCH

The Delhi Commission for
Women (DCW) on
Thursday asked the Delhi
police to submit a complete
report by August 14 on the
action taken on a rape com-
plaint by three girls study-
ing in a Delhi government
school.

The girls, aged 15, 15
and 14, had gone to the
New Delhi railway station to
travel to Mumbai on July 6
when an unidentified man,
who offered to buy them
train tickets, took them to a
room in northwest Delhi’s
Rohini and raped them. The
girls eventually escaped
when the man was trying to
take them somewhere and
called their families.

In her letter to the Delhi
police, DCW chairperson
Swati Maliwal sought a
copy of the first information
report (FIR), details of the
accused person arrested or
absconding and steps taken
to apprehend the accused.

The commission also
asked police to confirm that

the three minor girls were
produced before the child
welfare committee (CWC)
as required by law, and a
copy of the order issued by
the committee. Asked about

the letter and the action
taken by the police, deputy
commissioner of police
(south) Benita Mary Jaiker
said that it is a communica-
tion between DCW and

police. “Media has nothing
to do with that,” she said.

In her letter to the
police, Maliwal outlined the
horrifying details of the
case. The three school girls,
the letter said, made a plan
to go to Mumbai together
and the railway station on
July 6.

“There they met a
stranger, who offered to
book their tickets and took
them to his room in Rohini.
There were two women
also in the house, who gave
the girls a drink laced with
intoxicants. After that, the
accused man raped all
three of the minor girls.
Next day, when the girls
begged him to send them to
Mumbai, he told them that

he will take them to
Rajasthan and get them
married to some man. He
then took them to
Kashmere Gate, but the girls
managed to escape en route
and contact their families.
They were then taken to
Defence Colony police sta-
tion,” the letter said.

Apart from seeking
complete details about the
police action in this case,
Maliwal also asked the
Delhi police and the railway
protection force (RPF) to
suggest steps to ensure the
safety and security of girls
and women in and around
railway stations, consider-
ing multiple instances of
rape and sexual assault in
the recent past.

Briefs News
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As the national capital is
seeing a sharp rise in the
number of daily Covid-19
cases, the Delhi govern-
ment reiterated that wear-
ing masks in public places
is mandatory and a fine of
?500 is to be imposed on
violators. According to a
notice issued by the addi-
tional district magistrate
office of South Delhi, wear-
ing masks in all public
areas is now mandatory
and a fine of ?500 will be
imposed on the violators.
The rule, however, is not
applicable for persons trav-
elling in a private four-
wheeler vehicle. On
Wednesday, Delhi reported
8 deaths which was the
highest in around 180 days
and 2,146 fresh cases with

a positivity rate of 17.83%.
The fatality was highest
after February 13, when 12
deaths were reported. The
rise in Covid cases has been
steady in Delhi with 2,495
cases reported on Tuesday.
In April, the Delhi govern-
ment lifted the mask man-
date but both masks and
the violation fine were
brought back within weeks
as Delhi started witnessing
a spike in the number of
Covid cases. However, peo-
ple have become lax in
maintaining Covid-appro-
priate behaviour in public
places.

Wearing masks mandatory
in Delhi as Covid positivity

rate reaches 18%

NEW DELHI, OPEN SEARCH

New Delhi Municipal
Council (NDMC) is organiz-
ing its next Suvidha Camp to
provide information, facili-
tation and grievances
redressal for the benefit of
its services users at NDMC
Convention Centre, Palika
Kendra, New Delhi on
Saturday, 13th August, 2022
from 10:30 A.M to 12:30
P.M.  The Suvidha Camp
Helpdesks of the various
departments will provide
facilitations and redress the
grievances of service users,
employees, RWAs, MTAs
and residents of NDMC. 

The Suvidha Camp will
address the grievances
related to new electricity
connection/disconnection,

load enhancement/reduc-
tion, name change/transfer,
property tax, birth & death
certificate, service matters
of serving & retired employ-
ees of NDMC, Water logging,
Sanitation, Waste Disposal,

Road repairs,  widow pen-
sion, old age pension, hand-
icapped pension, Booking
of Barat Ghar & parks and
any other services offered
by NDMC.  NDMC is organ-
izing Suvidha Camp on sec-

ond Saturday of every
month at NDMC
Convention Centre, Jai
Singh Road and on fourth
Saturday of every month at
RWAs Centres. Apart from
organizing the Suvidha
Camps, NDMC has also
launched a “Jan Suvidha
Portal” as a contactless
grievance redressal mecha-
nism for the residents and
service users of NDMC. The
link for the Jan Suvidha por-
tal is available on NDMC
w e b s i t e
(https://www.ndmc.gov.in/
complaints.aspx). 

The Jan Suvidha Portal
can be used for lodging the
grievance, tracking their
grievance status and for giv-
ing feedback on the griev-
ance redressal mechanism

NDMC organizing its next Suvidha Camp at
NDMC Convention Centre on Saturday

Overcast weather, drizzle
likely in Delhi today

Submit report by August 14, DCW orders
Delhi police on rape of 3 school girls

Capital hot and humid again; Met
predicts light rain, mercury drop

Dy CM Manish Sisodia approves project worth Rs 12.08 crores 



EDITORIAL

Nitish's gambit
INDIAN politics has never been synonymous with morali-
ty. And when it comes to opportunism, there are few who
go the whole hog better than Bihar Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar. A past master at striking the best deal for himself
and his party, the Janata Dal (United), Nitish has dumped
the BJP again and returned to the Rashtriya Janata Dal
(RJD)-led Mahagathbandhan to form a new government.
Nitish had managed to remain in the saddle despite the
JD(U)’s below-par performance in the 2020 Bihar
Assembly election. His party had won only 43 seats, well
behind the BJP (74) and the RJD (75). With the BJP having
the upper hand in the alliance, Nitish had no qualms about
settling for a diminished stature as the CM. However, the
saffron party’s overbearing presence proved too hot for
him to handle; finally, he opted for Plan B in a desperate bid
for his political survival. Ironically, not much is expected to
change in terms of Nitish’s role, alliance dynamics or
Bihar’s governance. The numbers are still stacked against
the JD(U); its current ally, the RJD, will spare no effort to
dictate terms. Lalu Yadav’s party, whose rule was marked
by rampant corruption and lawlessness in the state, is set to
keep Nitish on his toes. Sooner or later, he will again find
himself pushed to the brink. And he will also have the BJP,
with its ego bruised by his brusque departure from the
NDA, snapping at his heels. What does Nitish’s latest U-turn
mean for the beleaguered Opposition? The entry of a sen-
ior leader who has dared to take on the BJP can act as a trig-
ger for the Congress and its allies to regroup and close
ranks in the run-up to the 2024 Lok Sabha polls. However,
the Bihar CM needs to overcome heavy odds to emerge as
the tallest leader in the Opposition camp. How the old
warhorse tackles multiple challenges  running a coalition
government, keeping the JD(U) flock together and prop-
ping up an anti-BJP national front  will have a decisive bear-
ing on his political future.

SHYAM SARAN

India@75 is on the threshold of becoming the most popu-
lous country at over 1.4 billion people. The large population
has not been a constraint on India achieving remarkable
successes in its economic and social development so far
and these are reasons to celebrate. India still has a relative-
ly productive age profile: 50% of its population is below the
age of 25 and average age of the population as a whole is
28.7 years as compared to 38.4 years in China and 48.6
years in Japan. However, India, too, will start ageing soon,
with its average age slated to reach 38.1 years in 2050. The
so-called demographic dividend is a declining asset. The
next 25 years, with India@100 as the next marker, may
determine whether India will stagnate eventually in a mid-
dle-income trap or whether it will cross the threshold into
a high-income prosperous country.

The next 25 years may determine if India will stagnate
or cross the threshold into a high-income, prosperous
nation. Countries which have been able to leverage their
demographic dividend phase have done so through a sig-
nificant and sustained transfer of labour from less produc-
tive agriculture to the more productive industrial and serv-
ice sectors. This is paralleled by increasing urbanisation
since manufacturing and service jobs are located in urban
areas. We have seen the process unfold clearly in China’s
trajectory of high growth for four decades since 1978. Only
7.3% of China’s GDP is generated by agriculture, while
40% is from manufacturing and 53% from services. The
key to leveraging the demographic dividend is to rapidly
expand manufacturing. Manufacturing in India constitutes
only 15% of the GDP and has remained stagnant. The serv-
ice sector in India constitutes over 50% of the GDP, about
the same as China. The prospects of further significant
increase in employment in the service sector is therefore
limited. Is there any prospect for India to raise the share of
manufacturing, thereby creating more productive jobs in
the next 25 years? This remains the key challenge.
According to economic theory, a country’s development
strategy should take into account its resource endowment.
If it is a country with abundant labour resources, such as
India, the optimal strategy would be to incentivise labour-
intensive manufacture. That does not seem to be the case.
If you take the Production-Linked Incentive (PLI) scheme,
worth Rs 2 lakh crore in the 2021-22 Budget, it is heavily
weighted in favour of capital and technology-intensive
industries, such as IT hardware, electronics, pharmaceuti-
cals and medical devices, automobiles and textiles. Except
for textiles, there may be relatively little employment gener-
ation. It is claimed that the PLI scheme would generate 6
million jobs but it is not clear how this figure has been
arrived at and over what period it is likely to be achieved.
The objective appears to be to create national champions
which may be able to achieve import substitution and
increase higher value exports.

There is a steady shift of a wide range of labour-inten-
sive industries, chiefly textiles, electronics and consumer
durables from China due to rising wages but also in order
to reduce exposure to China because of rising geopolitical
risks. Despite the scale the Indian economy offers, only a
small percentage of the investment has migrated to India.
Most have gone to Southeast Asia, chiefly Vietnam and
Bangladesh. India is unable to attract investment which will
help transform the country into a competitive manufactur-
ing base for exports. Most foreign investment coming to
India, although substantial, is for accessing the domestic
market. Higher tariffs are welcome to such foreign
investors but not to those who wish to manufacture for
export. This needs to change. Countries like the US, Japan
and Australia, who are India’s partners in Quad, are already
looking to create reliable supply chains away from China.
So are countries in Europe. India has a golden opportunity
to leverage a favourable geopolitical moment into a long-
term economic opportunity.

Not only does India have a benign geopolitical
moment that it could leverage to its benefit, but also it has
a rare and favourable domestic political advantage. The rul-
ing party enjoys majority in Parliament and is headed by a
PM who enjoys wide popularity and unquestioned author-
ity. This is rare in a multi-party democracy. It should be pos-
sible to bring about structural economic reforms and a reg-
ulatory make-over to enable India become the most reli-
able and preferred destination for the inflow of capital and
high-end technology. In the past, it used to be said India
reforms through stealth. Now, we have a political leader
who has been open in welcoming foreign capital and tech-
nology. He has promoted digital economy.

Demographic benefit waning
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OPINION

If success has many fathers,
then a crypto exchange in
the eye of a money-launder-
ing storm has become an
orphan. After Indian law
enforcement froze $8 mil-
lion in WazirX assets,
Binance Chief Executive
Officer Changpeng Zhao
denied owning the coun-
try's largest crypto
exchange.

Binance's November
2019 blog post, which had
announced the takeover,
now comes with a post-
script: “The ‘acquisition'
described in this blog was
limited to an agreement to
purchase certain assets and
intellectual property of
WazirX. Binance did not
purchase any equity (and
does not own any equity) in
Zanmai Labs, the entity
operating WazirX and
established by the original
founders.”

One of those founders,
however, disputes this ver-
sion of the deal. Nischal
Shetty, now based in Dubai
according to media reports,
contends that Binance
indeed controls WazirX — it
owns the domain name and
could shut down the plat-
form. The only thing that
isn't under the thumb of the
world's largest crypto
exchange is Zanmai, Shetty
argues.

“Naturally, if Binance
desires control of Zanmai,
they can acquire shares,” he
tweeted. So why doesn't it, if
as Shetty claims, it was
interested in doing so as late
as February?

CZ, as the Binance CEO
is popularly known, won't
be so foolish as to walk into
the lair of India's dreaded
Enforcement Directorate to
stake a claim on Zanmai.
Certainly not after the ED's

Aug. 5 press release that
alleges Zanmai owns
WazirX — and that the
crypto exchange was used
to launder money by preda-
tory Chinese loan apps. (In a
press release, Zanmai said it
co-operates the platform
with Binance and is in the
position of any other inter-
mediary “whose platform
may have been misused.”)
The dodgy apps rented the
balance sheets of Indian
nonbank lenders and van-
ished with their illegal prof-
its.  “The maximum amount
of funds were diverted to
WazirX exchange and the
crypto assets so purchased
have been diverted to
unknown foreign wallets,”
the directorate said, adding
that Zanmai officials “are
giving contradictory and
ambiguous answers to
evade oversight by Indian
regulatory agencies.”  

What oversight? The
Reserve Bank of India, the
banking regulator, hates
crypto. In 2018, the RBI

instructed banks not to
entertain customers who
dealt in virtual currencies.

Exchanges like WazirX,
then a fledgling startup, sur-
vived the draconian diktat
by restricting themselves to
facilitating person-to-per-
son transfers.

In 2020, the industry
heaved a sigh of relief when
India's Supreme Court held
the RBI's ban to be uncon-
stitutional. However, all that
has happened since then is
that authorities have start-
ed taxing crypto trading,
without bothering to regu-
late it. The “crypto winter”
brought on by the collapse
of the TerraUSD stablecoin
may have convinced the
RBI that its dismissive
stance was the right one.
RBI Governor Shaktikanta
Das termed cryptocurren-
cies as a “clear danger” in
Singapore last month. His
host nation — a far smaller
economy — has also taken a
few knocks in this year's
turmoil, most recently with

the payment freeze at cryp-
to lender Hodlnaut, which
had an in-principle nod to
obtain a license under
Singapore's Payments
Services Act.

The approval has been
rescinded, but limited
spillover into the local finan-
cial system means that the
monetary authority doesn't
see crypto as a systemic
risk. It's not something the
city-state is going to outlaw.
India could also have said
that if people are going to
play with hazardous tokens
anyway, let's make sure
they don't hurt themselves
or others. By showing scant
interest in regulating digital
assets, the RBI has left the
industry in a bad place.

Thanks to a recent
Indian Supreme Court rul-
ing, the enforcement direc-
torate has nearly unlimited
powers for carrying out
arrests and raids, attaching
property and recording self-
incriminating statements.
Bail is near impossible, and

the burden of proving inno-
cence is on the accused. A
couple more scandals, and
the ED may achieve the
shutdown the RBI has long
wished for: The consider-
able talent India has in this
area will flee to more wel-
coming jurisdictions like
Dubai.

If a comparison with a
global financial center like
Singapore is not very help-
ful, maybe India should look
to Thailand for inspiration.
There, the existing digital
regulations are being
tweaked to actively create a
role for the central bank in
safeguarding investors at
licensed entities like
Zipmex (Thailand) Ltd., a
cryptocurrency exchange
that briefly suspended coin
withdrawals.

All that the RBI wants,
meanwhile, is a blanket ban
on crypto because “it is not
possible to regulate some-
thing that one cannot
define.”  

Lame excuses like that
have led to the present
bizarre situation where
nobody is coming forward
to claim parentage of India's
largest crypto bourse.
That's just what you get by
letting jail risk do the job of
adult supervision. The
enforcement authority in its
press release took WazirX
to task for its alleged lack of
due diligence: “No physical
address verification is done,”
it said. “There is no check on
the source of funds of their
clients.” If this picture of a
lawless terrain is true, then
a big part of blame goes to
the RBI's dangerous disin-
terest. Letting the enforce-
ment directorate add its
own chilling effect to the
crypto winter will make the
industry shrivel and die. 

Seventy-five years ago, in 1947,
when India became independent, it
had a GDP or total income of Rs 2.7
lakh crore and a population of 340
million. Today, in 2022, its GDP
stands at Rs 236.65 lakh crore and
the population at over 1.3 billion.
While the GDP has gone up by 88
times, the head count has gone up
by just four times. So, obviously
Indians, on the whole, are much bet-
ter off, even after allowing for infla-
tion. But the point is, how is this
income distributed? If it is skewed,
as is the case with a small sliver at
the top enjoying an inordinately
large share of the country’s total
income, then that does not speak
positively about the level of well-
being of a good number of Indians.

Recent figures (2021) indicate
that the top 10 per cent earn 57 per
cent of the national income where-
as a good half of all Indians, the bot-
tom 50 per cent, earn only 13 per
cent of the national income. Thus,
looking back over the last 75 years,
India has come a long way — the
size of the cake is many times larger
— but there is still a long way to go
before we can say that all Indians
earn a level of income that allows
them to live with dignity. In terms of
economic policy, two major breaks
stand out since 1947. First, till the
1960s, India suffered periodic
bouts of food scarcity when a truant
monsoon or an excessive flood
played havoc with the food output.

It is from the 1970s, when
India began to enjoy the fruits of the
Green Revolution, that there was
enough food for all. The Green
Revolution was made possible by
miracle seeds brought from outside
which were adapted by Indian sci-
entists to suit local conditions.

It marked the end of the “ship-
to- mouth” existence, whereby the
vessels carrying grains from the US
under the Public Law 480 (PL-480)
programme kept Indians away
from hunger. Today, India is a major
exporter of food and with enough of
buffer stocks to tide over output loss
from bad weather (heatwave), as
has happened earlier this year. The
other major break came in the early
1990s after a huge foreign
exchange crisis. This was the result
of the pursuit of economic policies
in post-independent India that
sought to simultaneously promote
Gandhi’s idea of Gram Swaraj, cot-

tage and small-scale industries and
public sector-led large-scale indus-
trialisation under planning in imita-
tion of the Soviets which was sup-
ported by Nehru.

The payments crisis led to the
introduction of new economic poli-
cies which said goodbye to industri-
al licensing and foreign trade con-
trols, resulting in a significant
growth in manufacturing output
and exports. Today, in terms of pur-
chasing power parity, the Indian
economy is the third largest in the
world. In terms of US dollars, the
Indian economy is the sixth largest
in the world, after the US, China,
Japan, Germany and the UK.

In order to get an idea of how
far the Indian economy has pro-
gressed, it is useful to compare it
with China. India and China are
now strategic adversaries. They
have similar populations and start-
ed their independent journey
around the same time: the late
1940s. While India was able to ward
off starvation with the US wheat,
China met with a severe setback
and agricultural disruption as a
result of the “Great Leap Forward”
which cost 30 million lives due to
starvation. China’s economic
reforms started in the late 1970s
after the death of Mao Zedong with
the ‘four modernisations’ (in agri-

culture, industry, defence and sci-
ence and technology) that hugely
improved agricultural output and
incomes and created a large
demand for manufactured products.
What is the economic scenario and
challenges that lie ahead as India
celebrates the diamond jubilee of its
independence? Even if we assume
that the Covid pandemic and
Ukraine war are behind the country
without having caused major eco-
nomic damage, one key challenge
will remain: how to get the better of
China? The depth and complexity of
China’s industrial setup is without
parallel and even the US has just
approved major funding to end
dependence on Chinese manufac-
tured components. An inadequate
supply of semiconductor chips from
China has slowed down car output
in many countries, including India.
To overcome this, India has
launched a major initiative named
“production-linked incentive”
under which global and Indian firms
are being paid large subventions to
set tput in a few years. But to facili-
tate this policy and ensure that
there is a good domestic market for
the new products like semiconduc-
tor chips, foreign trade restrictions
have been introduced. This looks
like a step backward from the new
economic policies of the 1990s

which have stood India in good
stead. Thus, being in a state of unde-
clared war with China does not
augur well for ‘India after 75’, just as
the 1962 war with the northern
neighbour did a major damage to
the economy. On the agricultural
front also, the country is faced with
a major challenge. The productivity
of India’s farm workers is low and
there is a constant stream of job
seekers to urban areas where the
civic facilities do not exist for them
to be able to live healthily. Plus, the
level of involvement of women in
jobs is low. India has one of the low-
est female labour force participation
rates in the world, behind even
those of Bangladesh and Sri Lanka.
Being unable to be gainfully
employed as wage earners affects
their social status. The task ahead
for India in the social sector is mul-
tidimensional. India needs a healthi-
er and more educated workforce so
that those seeking jobs can handle
modern technology without which
the economy cannot become more
productive. What we are looking at
is the need for quickly raising social
sector spending for which currently
the fiscal resources do not exist. In
discussing this scenario, we have
made a major assumption that the
Covid pandemic and the Ukraine
war are behind us. 

Police Tactics Are Chilling India's Crypto Winter Further

Some economic hurdles crossed, many ahead

ANDY MUKHERJEE

SUBIR ROY

One key economic
challenge that India
faces is how to get the
better of China. On the
agricultural front also,
it faces a big challenge.
The productivity of
farm workers is low
and job seekers keep
migrating to urban
areas. Moreover, India
has one of the lowest
female labour force
participation rates in
the world, behind even
those of Bangladesh
and Sri Lanka. 

The new policy in the ’90s led to a spike in manufacturing output & exports.

Binance's
November 2019
blog post, which
had announced
the takeover, now
comes with a post-
script: “The ‘acqui-
sition' described in
this blog was lim-
ited to an agree-
ment to purchase
certain assets and
intellectual prop-
erty of WazirX.
Binance did not
purchase any
equity (and does
not own any equi-
ty) in Zanmai
Labs, the entity
operating WazirX
and established by
the original
founders.”

If success has many fathers, thena crypto exchange in the eye of a money-laundering storm has become an orphan.
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WASHINGTON: (AGENCY)

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi
has said the US just cannot
allow China to establish a
"new normal" to put pres-
sure on Taiwan through the
kind of military drills and
warplane incursions that
Beijing launched after she
visited the self-governing
island. China on Wednesday
announced that it has "suc-
cessfully completed" its
week-long and unprece-
dented military drills that
have essentially encircled
Taiwan. Initially, the
People's Liberation Army
announced the war games
in the busy Taiwan Strait
from August 4 to 7, the day
after Pelosi, who is the high-
est-ranking US leader to
have visited Taiwan in 25
years, left Taipei after high-
level meetings. It later kept
extending them, keeping
the breakaway island on
tenterhooks.

"What we saw with
China is that they were try-
ing to establish sort of a
new normal. And we just
can't let that happen," Pelosi

told a news conference on
Wednesday, referring to the
provocative drills.

The Chinese military
exercises involved hundreds
of warplanes, dozens of
naval ships, including an
aircraft carrier group with a
nuclear submarine in tow,
amid assertions by the offi-
cial media that such war
games in the busy Taiwan
Strait will be a new normal.

Pelosi's trip to Taipei
angered Beijing, which
views Taiwan as a break-

away province that must be
reunited with the mainland,
by force if necessary.

Taiwan has accused
China of using the recent
drills as practice for an inva-
sion. “We didn't go there to
talk about China. We went
there to praise Taiwan. And
we went there to show our
friendship to say, ‘China
cannot isolate Taiwan,'”
Pelosi asserted during the
news conference on
Wednesday after her trip to
Asia.

"The visit delivered a
clear statement that
America's commitment to a
free and open Indo-Pacific
is unshakeable," Pelosi
noted. The US along with
several world powers have
been talking about the need
to ensure a free, open and
thriving Indo-Pacific in the
backdrop of China's rising
military manoeuvring in the
resource-rich region.

China claims nearly all
of the disputed South China
Sea, though Taiwan, the

Philippines, Brunei,
Malaysia and Vietnam all
claim parts of it. Beijing has
built artificial islands and
military installations in the
South China Sea. China also
has territorial disputes with
Japan in the East China Sea.
Pelosi said her bilateral dis-
cussions centred around
seizing opportunities and
addressing shared chal-
lenges, including upholding
the democracy in the face of
autocracy, fostering robust
economic growth, including
through the Indo-Pacific
Economic Framework and
in governance, responding
to COVID-19 and climate
crisis. House Foreign Affairs
Committee chairman
Gregory Meeks told
reporters that Pelosi's visit
to Taiwan illustrated that no
matter what Chinese
President Xi Jinping said,
the US was going to stand by
its friends and allies. Indian-
American Congressman
Raja Krishnamoorthi, who
was part of the
Congressional delegation to
Taiwan, was also present at
the news conference. 

LONDON: (AGENCY)

A British man accused of
being part of an ISIS kid-
nap-and-murder cell
known as the "Beatles" has
been charged with terror-
ism offences after returning
to the UK, police said
Thursday. "A 38-year-old
man has been charged with
various terrorism offences
following an investigation
by the Met's Counter
Terrorism Command,"
police said in a statement.
The Metropolitan Police,
which leads anti-terror
investigations in the UK,
officially named the man as
Aine Davis and said he has
been remanded in police
custody. They said they
arrested Davis after he
landed at Luton airport on a
flight from Turkey. The sus-
pect, who does not have a
fixed address, was set to
appear at a court in central
London on Thursday morn-
ing. He was allegedly a
member of the ISIS cell,
which held dozens of for-
eign hostages in Syria
between 2012 and 2015
and was known to their
captives as the "Beatles"

because of their British
accents. The four members
of the "Beatles" are accused
of abducting at least 27 jour-
nalists and relief workers

from the United States,
Britain, Europe, New
Zealand, Russia and Japan.

They were all allegedly
involved in the murders of
American journalists James
Foley and Steven Sotloff, as
well as aid workers Peter
Kassig and Kayla Mueller.

The quartet allegedly
tortured and killed the four
American victims, including
by beheading, and ISIS
released videos of the mur-
ders for propaganda pur-
poses. Alexanda Kotey, a 38-
year-old former British
national extradited from the

UK to the US in 2020 to face
charges there, pleaded
guilty to his role in the
deaths last September and
was sentenced to life in

prison in April.
El Shafee Elsheikh, 34,

another former British
national also extradited to
the US at the same time,
was found guilty of all
charges in April, and will be
sentenced next week.

The other "Beatles"
executioner, Mohamed
Emwazi, was killed by a US
drone in Syria in 2015.
Elsheikh and Kotey were
captured in January 2018
by a Kurdish militia in Syria
and turned over to US
forces in Iraq before being
sent to Britain.

Can't Allow China's "New Normal" On
Drills Against Taiwan: US Speaker

Man Accused Of Being Member Of ISIS
"Beatles" Group Charged In UK

BEIJING: (AGENCY)

Dozens of people in China have fallen ill with a new virus
that is also found in shrews, a report has said, but there
is so far no evidence of human-to-human transmission.
The infections were found in China's eastern Shandong
and central Henan provinces, affecting 35 people,
according to a report in the New England Journal of
Medicine this month. The virus is called Langya heni-
pavirus or LayV, and patients reported symptoms that
include fever, fatigue, cough, nausea and headaches.
Some people also developed blood cell abnormalities and
impaired liver and kidney functions, the report said.
Research findings suggested shrews may be a natural
reservoir for the pathogen. "There was no close contact
or common exposure history among the patients, which
suggests that the infection in the human population may
be sporadic," according to the report. But it also cau-
tioned that its sample size "was too small to determine
the status of human-to-human transmission for LayV".

TAIPEI: (AGENCY)

Taiwan's army held another
live-fire drill Thursday after
Beijing ended its largest-
ever military exercises
around the island and
repeated threats to bring
the self-ruled democracy
under its control. Beijing has
raged at a trip to Taiwan last
week by US House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi -- the highest-
ranking elected American
official to visit in decades --
staging days of air and sea
drills around the island that
raised tensions to their
highest level in years.

Taiwan has accused
China of using the Pelosi
visit as an excuse to kick-
start drills that would allow
it to rehearse for an inva-
sion. Lou Woei-jye,
spokesman for Taiwan's
Eighth Army Corps, told
AFP its forces fired how-
itzers and target flares as
part of the defensive drill on
Thursday morning.

The exercise in
Taiwan's southernmost
county Pingtung began at
0830 am (0030 GMT) and
lasted about an hour, he
said. Artillery tucked in from
the coast was lined up side
by side, with armed soldiers
in units firing the howitzers
out to sea one after the
other, a live stream showed.
Taiwan held a similar drill
on Tuesday in Pingtung.
Both involved hundreds of
troops, the military said.
The military has played

down the exercises' signifi-
cance, saying they were
already scheduled and were
not in response to China's
war games.

"We have two goals for
the drills, the first is to certi-
fy the proper condition of
the artillery and their main-
tenance condition and the

second is to confirm the
results of last year," Lou said,
referring to annual drills.

The latest exercise
came after China's military
indicated its own drills had
come to an end Wednesday,
saying its forces "success-
fully completed various
tasks" in the Taiwan Strait
while vowing to continue
patrolling its waters.

But in the same
announcement, China
added that it would "contin-
ue to carry out military
training and prepare for
war". In a separate white
paper published
Wednesday, China's Taiwan
Affairs Office said Beijing

would "not renounce the
use of force" against its
neighbour and reserved
"the option of taking all nec-
essary measures".

"We are ready to create
vast space for peaceful
reunification, but we will
leave no room for separatist
activities in any form," it

said in the paper.
China last issued a

white paper on Taiwan in
2000. Taiwan's foreign min-
istry on Thursday joined its
top policymaking body on
China in rejecting the "one
country, two systems"
model that Beijing has pro-
posed for the island.

"China's whole state-
ment absolutely goes
against the cross-strait sta-
tus quo and its reality," min-
istry spokesperson Joanne
Ou told a press conference.

"China is using US
House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi's visit as an excuse to
destroy the status quo and
taking the opportunity to

make trouble, attempting to
create a new normal to
intimidate the Taiwanese
people."

"One country, two sys-
tems" refers to the model
under which Hong Kong
and Macau were promised
a degree of autonomy under
Chinese rule.

Taiwan routinely
stages military drills simu-
lating defence against a
Chinese invasion, and last
month practised repelling
attacks from the sea in a
"joint interception opera-
tion" as part of its largest
annual exercises.

In response to the
Chinese military revealing it
was bringing drills to an end
Wednesday, Taiwan's army
said it would "adjust how
we deploy our forces... with-
out letting our guard down".

Since the late 1990s,
the island has transformed
from an autocracy into a
vibrant democracy, and a
more distinct Taiwanese
identity has solidified.

Relations between the
two sides have significantly
worsened since Tsai Ing-
wen became Taiwan's pres-
ident in 2016. Tsai and her
Democratic Progressive
Party do not consider
Taiwan a part of China.
Their platform falls under
China's broad definition of
Taiwanese separatism,
which includes those who
advocate for the island to
have an identity separate
from the mainland.

SOUTH AFRICA: (AGENCY)

From a distance, Orania
looks like any other small
town in rural South Africa.
But once inside, the visitor
is struck by an obvious dif-
ference. And in a country
where menial work in
wealthy areas is typically
done by blacks, whites here
mop supermarket floors,
wield leaf blowers and har-
vest the nuts on pecan
farms. Orania is a whites-
only town in a country that
has declared an end to
racial segregation. The his-
tory of this incongruity
dates back to 1991, when
apartheid was in its death
throes. White Afrikaners --
descendants of 17th-centu-
ry Dutch colonisers --
bought up 8,000 hectares
(19,000 acres) of land on
the banks of the Orange
River, in the sparsely popu-
lated Karoo region. Using
an autonomous status
under the post-apartheid
constitution, they created a
privately-owned town
which has so far admitted
only whites.

Briefs NewsTaiwan Holds Military Drill After
China Says War Preps Will Continue

BEIJING: (AGENCY)

Several covid-hit Chinese
cities from the country's
east to west imposed fresh
restrictions and lockdowns
on their populations on
Thursday to contain flare-
ups that are again threaten-
ing to disrupt local
economies. Reducing peo-
ple's unnecessary move-
ment for a few days - a soft-
er type of lockdown - as
soon as dozens of new cases
emerge is a key practice of
China's "dynamic COVID-
zero" strategy. The aim is to
avoid turning efforts to halt
an outbreak into the
extended nightmares seen
in Shanghai and Wuhan.

The uncertainty over
how long such smaller lock-
downs may last - because
Omicron's high transmissi-
bility makes it harder to
clear infections - has hurt
business confidence and
made people less willing to
travel.

The eastern export and
manufacturing hub Yiwu
said on Thursday it would
enter three days of "silent
management", with most of
its residents banned from
leaving designated areas
and some confined to their
homes. Yiwu's 1.9 million
people joined millions of
others across several cities
whose movements are
restricted largely to their
residential compounds,
unless they have to go out
for matters such as COVID
tests, grocery shopping or
hospital visits. Companies

whose employees can work
on closed campuses are still
allowed to operate, while all
public venues in Yiwu were
to be closed during the
three days, excluding hospi-
tals and other places offer-
ing essential services.

In China's western
region of Xinjiang, three
cities in the Aksu area from
Thursday allowed employ-
ees to leave their homes for
work while restricting
everyone else to necessary
movements only. It is not
clear when the measures
will be lifted. Key districts in
Xinjiang's capital Urumqi,
meanwhile, have been in a
five-day lockdown starting
on Wednesday. Clusters in
the tourism hotspots
Hainan and Tibet continued
to expand, with affected
cities under lockdowns.
Mainland China reported
1,993 domestically trans-
mitted new coronavirus
cases for Aug. 10 - 614
symptomatic and 1,379
asymptomatic - the
National Health
Commission said on
Thursday. There were no
new deaths, keeping fatali-
ties at 5,226. China has con-
firmed 232,809 cases with
symptoms as of Aug. 10,
including local transmitted
ones and those among
arrivals. China's capital
Beijing reported two local
cases for the previous day,
while financial hub
Shanghai and southern
technology hub Shenzhen
reported zero new local
infections.

Covid Surge: Several
Chinese Cities Impose

Fresh Curbs, Lockdown

This Booming Town In
South Africa Houses
Only White People

New Virus Also Found In Shrews
Infects Dozens In China
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NEW YORK : (AGENCY)

She is a symbol. A persona.
An athlete who has gone far
beyond the footsteps of her
trailblazing sister and came
to rule a cloistered, mostly
white sport. She refuses to
stop there. Announcing her
plans to retire from tennis,
Serena Williams said on
Tuesday that she will focus
her life far beyond sports,
instead prioritising being a
mother, a fashion maker, a
venture capitalist and much
more. She will design her
future as she sees fit.That’s
oh-so-Serena.

She has always done it
her way. It has made her
special, uniquely skilled and
beloved — and has some-
times drawn criticism. Her
announcement, in a Vogue
magazine cover story
released on Tuesday, that
she would be leaving tennis
after playing the US Open
later this month, befitted
the transcendent figure she
has become.It is easy to for-
get that her championship

journey, which came to
include 23 grand slam sin-
gles titles, just shy of the
record of 24 set by
Margaret Court, began with
a win at the US Open in
1999. At 17 years, Serena
became the first Black play-
er since Arthur Ashe in
1975 to win a grand slam
singles title and the first
Black woman to emerge

victorious in a slam since
Althea Gibson in
1958.Serena became the
personification of athletic
greatness and — for at least
two decades — carried the
aspirations of gender and
racial equity.Along the way,
she showed the world the
incredible power of break-
ing boundaries and obliter-
ating norms. The Vogue

first-person account feels
tellingly symbolic, even if it
was long expected, given
Serena’s struggles compet-
ing in recent years.She did
not break the news on her
Instagram account,on
ESPN, or in a post-match
news conference. No,
Serena does what she
wants, when she wants, in
the way she wants.With the
retirement news, our mem-
ories of her come in waves.
Oh, how she loved to enter-
tain and put on a show. She
drew multitudes to the
moment, bringing along
those who would never oth-
erwise watch a tennis
match. Those new fans, and
many tried-and-true tennis
lovers stood behind her
when she struggled or
found herself enveloped in
disputes over the fierce way
she sometimes punctured
norms of on-court deco-
rum.Race can never be dis-
counted when we speak of
Serena, or of Venus
Williams, the older sister
who started it all. Their

colour and physical stature,
cast against a tennis world
where only a few shared a
similar look, felt showstop-
ping.Ashe and Gibson were
fine players who were occa-
sionally great. A smattering
of other Black players, male
and female, made brief but
important marks on tennis.
Nobody strode atop the
game or dominated it with
the pounding consistency of
the Williams sisters.
Nothing Serena ever did
was confined by tradition.
Think of not only Serena’s
game but her style. She
wore clothing that flowed
and swung, or that proudly
showed her stomach and
strong shoulders. She made
the full-body catsuit a thing
at the US Open of 2002.

and the talk of Paris at
the French Open of 2018.“I
feel like a warrior in it, a
warrior princess,” Serena
told reporters at the French
Open, as she referred to the
movie Black Panther.“It’s
kind of my way to be a
superhero.” Sure, noting her

Trailblazer in her own right,
Serena does as Serena wants

LONDON : (AGENCY)

Now, with the first games of
the tournament just over
100 days away and the intri-
cate match schedule
announced months ago,
organisers have requested
changes that would make
the event start a day earlier
so the host nation can fea-
ture in the opening game. In
recent years, the World Cup
host nation has appeared in
the tournament’s first
match but this year, in a
break with that tradition,
organisers took the unusual
step of scheduling Qatar’s
first game as the third of
four matches on a busy first
day of competition on
November 21. Now a pro-
posal to move Qatar’s game
to November 20 has been
sent to the most senior offi-
cials of Fifa, soccer’s global

governing body and the
organiser of the World Cup.
Those officials, a group that

includes the leaders of foot-
ball’s six global confedera-
tions and the Fifa president,
Gianni Infantino,will decide
whether to approve it. It is
unclear why organisers—
and Fifa — had not original-
ly planned for Qatar to play
in the opening game.

“It has been a longstand-
ing tradition to mark the

start of the FIFA World Cup
with an opening ceremony
on the occasion of the first

match featuring either the
hosts or the defending
champions...,” Fifa wrote in
a letter to members of the
bureau. In addition to
changing the date of Qatar’s
opening game against
Ecuador, the proposed
adjustment would affect
another match set for the
tournament’s opening day:

Senegal’s game against the
Netherlands, which would
be moved out of its after-
noon time slot into an
evening window.“ As the
t o u r n a m e n t
approaches,the FIFA
administration is now fully
aware of the various sport-
ing, operational,commercial
and legal implications of
this uniquely compressed
schedule,” Fifa wrote in its
letter.It is unclear when a
final decision on the
request will be made.The
sudden push to change the
date of the opening game
has only added to concerns
about Qatar’s readiness to
stage the World Cup.
Already fans are complain-
ing about a shortage of
accommodations and a lack
of clarity over the consump-
tion of alcohol duringthe
tournament. 

Pride hurt, cricketer
shifts to Tripura 

CALCUTTA : (AGENCY)

A bruised self-esteem was one of the main reasons
behind Sudip Chatterjee’s decision to quit Bengal and
opt for Tripura ahead of the upcoming domestic season.
The 30-year-old left-handed batsman, who’s set to get the
No-Objection Certificate from the Cricket Association of
Bengal (CAB) on Thursday, suggested that with a little
better treatment last season by the previous Bengal
coaching staff, he may not have taken this extreme step.

“I agree I wasn’t playing well in between and hadn’t
been consistent enough. But I did try my best to work on

my game over the last
two years to stage a
comeback. “So when a
cricketer is putting in
such an effort but gets
to play just one Ranji
Trophy game in the
entire season, that’s
not fair. When I was
putting in a sincere
effort, I feel I deserved

more than one game at least,” Chatterjee,who played 63
first-class, 56 List A and 26 T20 games so far, told The
Telegraph on Wednesday.

His non-inclusion in the Bengal squad for the now-
cancelled tour for the T20 tournament in Namibia had
also hurt Chatterjee. “I was the captain of the team last
season in the Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy and had scored a
couple of fifties as well. “But when the squad for the
Namibia tour was finalised (last month), I wasn’t there.
That too didn’t go down well with me,” Chatterjee said.
He was Bengal’s highest run-getter (131) in the national
T20s last year. It was learnt that current Bengal head
coach Laxmi Ratan Shukla had “assured” Chatterjee that
he would be getting more chances in Ranji in the coming
season. But the top-order batsman had already made up
his mind on moving to Tripura, where he’s set to be an
automatic choice in the XI.The CAB, on its part, remains
hopeful of being able to avail of Chatterjee’s services
again in future. “There has been no difference of opinion
between Sudip and the CAB. He has requested the NOC,
which we’ll give. We also hope he’ll be back with us in
future,” president Avishek Dalmiya said.

Werner’s Leipzig return
good news for Germany

BERLIN  : (AGENCY)

Timo Werner’s return to his former club RB Leipzig is
good news both for the league and for the player, who
will continue competing at the highest level, Germany
coach Hansi Flick said, with the year-ending World Cup
just around the corner. Werner, whose form over the
past two years raised questions about whether he was
the right striker for this year’s World Cup in Qatar, signed
a four-year contract on Tuesday to return to Leipzig
from Chelsea. British media said Leipzig are bringing

Werner back for about £25 mil-
lion after Chelsea paid the
Germany forward’s £45 million
release clause in 2020.The 26-
year-old spent the largest part of
his senior career at RB Leipzig
between 2016-20 and is the club’s
all-time top scorer with 95 goals.
“I am very happy for Bundesliga
that Timo Werner is coming
back,” Flick said in a statement.
“With his qualities he is an

enrichment for every league.“With Leipzig, where he
matured into an international top striker, Timo will con-
tinue to test himself in the Champions League against
the best players around,” Flick said.“Timo Werner’s sign-
ing is a special transfer for us,” Leipzig’s commercial
director for sport Florian Scholz said.“We ... saw Timo
become the club’s record goalscorer and a Germany
international. His return means a lot to the supporters
because Timo was a real fan favourite and figure of iden-
tification for a lot of people.

CALCUTTA : (AGENCY)

New Zealand Cricket (NZC)
has agreed to release Trent
Boult from his central con-
tract after the fast bowler
expressed his wish to
spend more time with his
family and to make himself
available for T20 leagues.
Boult, 33, had held several
conversations with NZC
prior to Wednesday’s
announcement. The move
could have huge ramifica-
tions for New Zealand given
the proliferation of T20
leagues within the time
period of their summer
domestic season.“This has
been a really tough decision
for me and I’d like to thank
NZC for their support in
getting to this point,” Boult
said in an NZC statement.
“Playing cricket for my
country was a childhood

dream and I’m so proud of
everything I’ve been able to
achieve with the Black Caps
over the past 12 years.

“Ultimately this decision
is about my wife Gert and
our three young boys.
Family has always been the
biggest motivator for me
and I feel comfortable with
putting it first and prepar-
ing ourselves for life after
cricket.”Boult understood
that his decision would

affect his selection for New
Zealand.

“I still have a big desire
to represent my country
and feel I have the skills to
deliver at the international
level,” he said. “However, I
respect the fact that not
having a national contract
will affect my chances of
selection. Having said that,
as a fast bowler I know I
have a limited career span,
and I feel the time is right to

move into this next
phase.”Boult has represent-
ed New Zealand 215 times
across three formats, He
made his debut against
Australia in the famous
2011 Test victory in
Hobart. He is one of only
four men with 300 Test
wickets for New Zealand,
having taken 317 scalps at
27.49 with 10 five-wicket
hauls and one ten-for. He
also has 169 ODI wickets
and 62 in T20Is. He is cur-
rently the No.1 ranked ODI
bowler and is ranked 11th
in the Test list. Boult and
Tim Southee have been one
of the most feared strike
partnerships in internation-
al cricket over the last
decade, helping New
Zealand to the inaugural
World Test title last
year.“We respect Trent’s
position,”said.

Boult makes his tradeoff

NEW DELHI : (AGENCY)

The bitter loss to Australia
in the Commonwealth
Games final is “hard to
digest” but the Indian hock-
ey team will have to move
on, said star drag-flicker
Harmanpreet Singh, prom-
ising a thread-bare analysis
of the side’s performance in
Birmingham. In one of its
worst performances in
recent times, India suffered
an embarrassing 0-7 drub-
bing at the hands of defend-
ing champions Australia to
settle for a silver medal on
Sunday.“It is hard to digest a
loss by such a big margin,”
the India vice-captain said
in a Hockey India (HI)
release after returning to
the country early on
Wednesday morning.

“Definitely the entire
team is disappointed by the
way we played but it’s
important we move on
from this bitter
outing.”While the final was

a forgettable experience,
India marched into the
summit clash on the back of
some fine performances in
the group stage as they beat
Ghana 11-0, drew against
England 4-4, beat Canada 8-
0 and Wales 4-1 followed by

a 3-2 win against South
Africa in the semi-final.
“There are many lessons
from this campaign that we
can work on and improve
upon. Every match we
played will be analysed
thoroughly when we return
to camp,” said
Harmanpreet. The 26-year-
old from Amritsar was in
sublime form throughout
the tournament as he
scored nine goals and was
the second highest.

India keen to move ahead

Briefs News
CALCUTTA  : (AGENCY)

Trent Boult’s decision to
exit New Zealand Cricket’s
central contract in order to
spend more time with fami-
ly and be available for the
many T20 franchise leagues
is another indication of the
changing face of the game’s
ecosystem. As the chal-
lenges posed by franchise
cricket keep growing,the
boards will continue to feel
the pressures and stress
associated with them. A
global cricketer now has
multiple choices to play
across the world with the
proliferation of several such
leagues. They offer far supe-
rior financial opportunities
and it involves a lot of cajol-
ing for the home boards to

reassure players that they
are not being deprived
while staying loyal to their
country. UAE’s International
League (ILT20) will allow
teams to field a maximum of
nine foreign players. The
International Cricket
Council provided an official
sanction to the league while
not allowing any cap on the
number of overseas players
in a squad.

The amount of money
which was on offer for the
players in the ILT20 had
sent several cricket boards
into a tizzy. The UAE league
has been scheduled for
January next year and is in
direct conflict with similar
ventures in
Australia,Bangladesh and
South Africa during the

period.The six franchises in
the UAE are owned by
Mumbai Indians (MI
Emirates), Kolkata Knight
Riders, Delhi Capitals,Capri
Global, Adani Sportsline, and
Lancer Capital,which
includes the Glazers of

Manchester United. Each
team is allowed to have 18
players.

This resultant fallout led
to poaching of players,
prompting calls that any
Australian who would dump
the Big Bash for ILT20

would be a mercenary in
the eyes of their cricket fra-
ternity. The Australian
Cricketers Association
quickly got into the act, say-
ing playerswere not merce-
naries and were “actually
taking a mature,considered
approach to this and trying
to be part of the solution”.

Chris Lynn, who has
signed for the ILT20, has
already landed himself in
trouble.Cricket Australia
has statedthat it won’t con-
sider issuing the mandatory
No Objection Certificate to
the opener even though he
is without a Big Bash con-
tract.The increasing num-
ber of foreigners and the
escalation of franchise
leagues invited a discussion,
with several members

expressing concern, at the
chief executives’ committee
meeting in Birmingham
during the ICC annual con-
ference last month.With
market forces determining
a cricketer’s career, the exo-
dus to the franchise leagues
is not just limited to the
West Indies. South Africa’s
Quinton de Kock and
England’s Ben Stokes have
surrendered one of the for-
mats with the hope of
extending their spans else-
where.

“It’s a typical case of
demand and supply. With
several leagues deciding to
host tournaments at the
same time, cricketers will
obviously be tilted towards
the ones which offer the
most benefits.

Country or cash test for cricket

DUBAI : (AGENCY)

Sri Lanka legend Mahela
Jayawardene has picked
Pakistan captain Babar
Azam as the cricketer who,
he believes, can dethrone
England's Joe Root as top
Test batter.

Root has been ruling
the roost at the top of the
Test rankings since June,
with the Englishman enjoy-
ing a fine World Test
Championship, and in a rich
vein of form under new
coach Brendon McCullum.

The former England
captain has scored more
runs than any other player
since the turn of the decade,
and deservedly claimed the
ICC Men's Test Player of the
Year award in 2021. "Tough
one!" Jayawardena said on
the latest episode of The ICC
Review, when asked who
can dethrone Root from the
top spot. "I would say Babar
Azam has an opportunity.
He's been consistent in all
three formats and it shows
in his rankings. He's a natu-
rally gifted player, plays in
all conditions, he's got the
game to adapt as well.

"It depends on the
amount of cricket, who's
playing when and how
much but the Babar might

be the guy."
Babar is the only player

in the top three in the bat-
ters' rankings in all three
formats, occupying the top
spot in each of the white-

ball formats and currently
ranked No.3 in Tests. "T20Is
and ODIs, it is tough one to
hold on to because there are
a lot of good players who
have to be consistent,"
Jayawardene said. "I would
put my money on him at
least for a little while to hold
to all three but there are
some good quality players
around who will keep push-
ing him." Asked what makes
Babar such a special player,
Jayawardene said he was
most impressed by the
amount of time the Pakistan
skipper has while at the
crease. "(I) think it is just
the technique, the time that
he has and the composure

that he has out there in the
middle," the former Sri
Lanka captain said. "He's
not rattled at any time,
whether he plays T20Is,
ODIs or Tests, he adjusts

quite brilliantly. "Joe (Root)
in Test cricket is the same.
He knows what he needs to
do, he can the tempo when
he wants to, bats to what the
conditions offer. Babar has
that same quality, so that's
why he's been so consistent
in all three formats." The
two star cricketers will
come face to face later this
year when England tour
Pakistan for a three-match
Test series in December.
Root could further solidify
his No.1 spot in the upcom-
ing series against South
Africa, while Babar will
have to wait until the series
against England later in the
year to make a charge.

Jayawardene picks Babar Azam as player
who can dethrone Root as top Test batter

Hosts want to play first, Fifa World
Cup starting date may change

Bhavani wins title in style 
CALCUTTA : (AGENCY)

India’s Bhavani Devi won the gold medal in the ongoing
Commonwealth Fencing Championship in London, defend-
ing the title she won last time.The 42nd ranked Indian
fencer defeated second-seeded Australian Veronika
Vasileva 15-10 in the senior women’s sabre individual cat-
egory final on Tuesday. Bhavani first received a bye in the
opening round, and went on to face Alexandra David in the
next round. She won the match 15-6 to advance to the
semi-finals. Then came Lucy Higham of Scotland, and
Bhavani won by a comfortable margin of 15-5.Since becom-
ing the first Indian fencer to qualify for the Olympics, the
Chennai-born Bhavani has had a steady rise in her sport.
The year began with the World Cup in Istanbul where she
finished 23rd after missing out on a spot in the last-
32.Thereafter, Bhavani’s World Championship campaign in
July at Cairo ended in the second round. The
Commonwealth Fencing Championship is her 10th inter-
national tournament this year. Speaking after her win,
Bhavani, 28, said, “It was a tough final and I am glad I could
add another gold medal for India this year. It has been a
great journey for me this year and I would like to continue
this momentum for the upcoming tournaments. The sup-
port back home has been great for me throughout.”The
Tokyo Olympian said the Indian women’s sabre team has a
very good chance of reaching the final of the
Commonwealth Championships.



Rupee falls 36 paise
to close at 79.61
against US dollar

MUMBAI  : (AGENCY)

The rupee depreciated by
36 paise to close at 79.61
(provisional) against the
US dollar on Thursday amid
rising crude oil prices. At
the interbank foreign
exchange market, the local
currency opened at 79.22
and saw an intra-day high
of 79.22 and a low of 79.69
against the American cur-
rency.

It finally ended at
79.61, down 36 paise over
its previous close of 79.25.
Forex traders said the
rupee is likely to trade on a
mixed note in the near
term. Recovery in domestic
markets from lower levels
and FII inflows may sup-
port the local unit.

Meanwhile, the dollar
index, which gauges the
greenback's strength
against a basket of six cur-
rencies, fell 0.23 per cent to
104.95, after official data
showed that US inflation
slowed down from a 40-
year high in June to 8.5 per
cent in July on lower gaso-
line prices.
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MUMBAI  : (AGENCY)

The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) on Wednesday
announced guidelines for
digital lenders as it sought to
crack down on unautho-
rised platforms that had
mushroomed in the past.
Accepting some of the rec-
ommendations made by a
working group, the RBI
said the guidelines were
prepared on the principle
that the lending business
can be carried out only by
entities that are either regu-
lated by the RBI or entities
permitted to do so under
any other law.

It divided digital lenders
into three groups: entities
regulated by the central
bank; those authorised to
carry out lending as per
other statutory or regulato-
ry provisions but not regu-
lated by the RBI; and enti-
ties lending outside the

purview of any statutory or
regulatory provisions. The
RBI’s regulatory framework
focuses on the first group:

those regulated entities
(RE) that come under its
regulatory purview and
lending service providers
(LSPs) engaged by them to
offer credit services. LSP is

an agent of  the regulated
entity  which may be a bank
who carries out for a fee
from RE one or more of the

lender’s functions in cus-
tomer acquisition such as
underwriting support, pric-
ing support, disbursement,
servicing, monitoring, col-
lection and recovery of spe-

cific loan. With regard to the
players in the second cate-
gory, the RBI said that the
respective regulator or the

controlling authority may
consider formulating or
enacting appropriate rules
and regulations on digital
lending. For the entities in
the third category, its work-

ing group had suggested
specific legislative and insti-
tutional interventions for
consideration by the central
government to curb the ille-
gitimate lending activity
being carried out by them.

The RBI said that all
loan disbursals and repay-
ments are required to be
executed only between the
bank accounts of a borrow-
er and RE without any pass-
through via a pool account
of LSP or any third party.
Any fees or charges, that
are payable to LSPs in the
credit intermediation
process will be paid directly
by RE and not by the bor-
rower. The all-inclusive cost
of digital loans in the form of
annual percentage rate
(APR) must be disclosed to
the borrowers.

APR should be based
on all-inclusive cost and
margin such as cost of
funds, processing.

RBI tightens digital lending
rules to protect customers

GST Council meet pushed
back to September

NEW DELHI  : (AGENCY)

The much awaited GST Council meeting later this month
has been shifted to September as the group of ministers
have not submitted their report on taxing casinos and
online games. A final meeting of the group is scheduled
after August 15 an official said, adding the GST Council is
likely to meet at the end of September. The report from
the ministers will be ready by then. The ministerial
panel on casinos, race courses and online gaming met
on July 23 in Bangalore to understand various aspects of
racing and on July 24 in Goa to get an industry perspec-
tive on the taxation of casinos. In its first report, GoM has
recommended online gaming activities should be taxed

at 28 per cent with-
out making a distinc-
tion such as games of
skill or chance. Since
the GST is levied on
online skill-based
games at 18per cent
of the platform fee,
the tax incidence will
rise. In race courses,
GoM has said the GST
should continue to be

levied at the rate of 28 per cent on the full value of bets
pooled in the totalisator and placed with bookmakers. In
casinos, the GST should be applied at the rate of 28 per
cent on the full face value of the chips/ coins purchased
by a player. No further GST should apply to the value of
bets placed in each round, including those played with
the winnings of previous rounds, the GoM has said. No
tax on betting using chips won during a game in a casino
is seen as a sort of concession, which is not available to
players in lotteries. This was vehemently opposed by the
online gaming industry, which prompted the GST
Council, in its 47th meeting, to direct the GoM to go back
to the drawing board and come up with a fresh propos-
al. The stakeholders in the online gaming industry raised
concerns over the GST rate hike. Many of them said that
such a steep tax rate would affect the business case.

Lower airfares likely as
govt removes airfare caps

NEW DELHI : (AGENCY)

The government on Tuesday said the cap on airfares
would be removed from August 31, after a span of about
27 months and just ahead of the peak travel season and
festival period. “The decision to remove airfare caps has
been taken after careful analysis of daily demand and
prices of air turbine fuel (ATF). Stabilisation has set in
and we are certain that the sector is poised for growth in
domestic traffic in the near future,” aviation minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia said on Twitter. The civil aviation
ministry order said: “After review of the current status of
scheduled domestic operations viza-viz passenger
demand for air travel...it has been decided to remove the
fare bands notified from time to time regarding the air-

fares with effect
from August 31,
2022.” ATF prices
have come down
after jumping to
record levels because
of the Russia-
Ukraine war. The
decision will bring

relief to airlines including IndiGo , SpiceJet, Air India, and
Vistara as well as new entrant Akasa Air. Jet Airways is
also expected to resume flights next month. “Airfares in
the recent past have been higher by 20-30 per cent
because of soaring crude oil prices. With the market sta-
bilising in terms of demand, we expect some of that
increase to start softening. Removal of lower and upper
caps will stimulate the domestic aviation industry which
is yet to reach pre-Covid levels,” Aloke Bajpai, group CEO
and co-founder, Ixigo said. “The fares will now be regu-
lated by the market and consumers will be presented
with competitive prices, hence normalizing it for them.
We hope this announcement will help the industry gain
momentum in terms of growth and scalability,” Bharatt
Malik, senior, V-P, flights, Yatra.com, said. Nishant Pitti,
CEO & Co-Founder, EaseMyTrip said: “The removal of
caps brings relief to the entire industry that will enable
airlines to offer discounts.” 

MUMBAI : (AGENCY)

Hindalco Industries on
Wednesday reported a 48
per cent jump in consoli-
dated net profits for the
first quarter ended June 30,
following strong perform-
ance in its overseas arm
Novelis. Net profits of the
Aditya Birla group firm rose
to an all time high of Rs
4,119 crore as against Rs
2,787 crore in the corre-
sponding period of the pre-
vious year. The company’s
revenue from operations in
the April-June period
increased to Rs 58,018
crore compared with over
Rs 41,358 crore in the year-
ago period.

Hindalco added that the
results were driven by an
excellent performance by
Novelis, and a robust per-
formance by aluminium

downstream and copper
businesses, supported by
operational efficiencies and
higher volumes. “After the
record profitability of the
fourth quarter, I am pleased
to share that we delivered
an even stronger first quar-
ter despite rising input
costs and inflationary pres-
sures. Our performance
was backed by strong oper-
ational efficiencies and pre-
emptive sourcing of critical
raw material, thus ensuring
stable operations and high-
er margins,” said Satish Pai,
managing director of
Hindalco Industries.

Tata Consumer
Products Ltd (TCPL) on
Wednesday reported a 38.2
per cent rise in consolidat-
ed net profit at Rs 276.72
crore for the June quarter,
helped by cost control ini-
tiatives and price increases

during the period. The com-
pany had posted a net prof-
it of Rs 200.24 crore for the
April-June period a year
ago, said TCPL, earlier
known as Tata Global
Beverages Ltd, in a BSE fil-
ing. Revenue from opera-
tions was up 10.58 per cent
to Rs 3,326.83 crore during
the quarter as against Rs
3,008.46 crore in the corre-
sponding period last fiscal
year. TCPL Group CFO L
Krishnakumar said:
“Overall strict cost control
and pricing action led us to
this performance.” “We
have a good quarter with a
topline growth of 10 per
cent and group net profit of
38 per cent. Yes, we also
have inflation and impact in
the food business, salt and
overseas market but we
were able to take up the
prices to a large extent and

apart from that we were
very tight on the cost,” The
CESC has recorded 6 per
cent rise in profit in the first
quarter to Rs 297 crore on
a consolidated basis, com-
pared to Rs 280 crore
earned in the same period
of the last fiscal. Revenue
from operations went up by
27.5 per cent to Rs 4,102
crore in Q1, compared to Rs
3242 crore reported in the
Q1 of 2021-22. The compa-
ny was hit hard by the cost
of electrical energy pur-
chased and coal cost in the
Q1.

Public sector steel
major SAIL India’s profit
plunged by 79 per cent to
Rs 776.3 crore in the Q1,
compared to Rs 3,850.02
crore recorded in the same
period last year as higher
coking coal prices squeezed
margin. 

Hindalco Industries reports 48 per cent
jump in consolidated net profits

NEW DELHI :  (AGENCY)

JSW Neo Energy, a sub-
sidiary of JSW Energy, will
acquire 1753 MW of
renewable energy genera-
tion capacity from Mytrah
Energy for Rs 10,530 crore.
“Necessary definitive agree-
ments have been signed
between the parties. The
transaction is subject to the
approval of the Competition
Commission of India (CCI)
and other customary
approvals standard to a
transaction of this size,” the
company said in a regulato-
ry filing. With this acquisi-
tion, JSW Energy’s current
operational generation

capacity will go up by over
35 per cent from 4,784 MW
to 6,537 MW. Currently
about 2,500 MW of under-
construction wind and
hydro projects which are
likely to be commissioned
in phases over the next 18-
24 months, JSW Energy
platform capacity gets

enhanced to 9.1 GW –
where the share of renew-
ables increases to 65 per
cent, JSW said in a stock
exchange filing. Further,
this is likely to help the
company in achieving its
renewable-led capacity
growth target of 10 GW by
FY25, well ahead of time-

lines, the firm added. JSW
Neo Energy, a wholly-
owned subsidiary of JSW
Energy, has agreed to
acquire a portfolio of 1,753
MW of renewable energy
generation capacity -- com-
prising 17 SPVs and one
Ancillary SPV -- from
Mytrah Energy (India)
Private Limited, the state-
ment added. The transaction
values the Mytrah Energy
portfolio at an enterprise
valuation of approximately
Rs 10,530 crore after
adjusting for net current
assets, as per the statement.
The Mytrah portfolio con-
sists of 10 wind SPVs with a
capacity of 1,331.

JSW to buy green energy assets from Mytrah Energy

Briefs News

CALCUTTA  : (AGENCY)

Coal India on Wednesday
reported a 178 per cent
year-on-year growth in net
profit for the quarter ended
June 30, 2022, ahead of
market estimates. Aided by
better realisations from the
electronic auction of coal,
net profit from continuing
operations during the quar-
ter was Rs 8834.22 crore as
against Rs 3174.15 crore in
the corresponding quarter
previous year. The total
income of the public sector
miner during the quarter
was Rs 36086.68 crore, up
39 per cent from Rs
25963.13 crore in the cor-
responding period the pre-
vious year. Coal India’s total
supply of coal through the
fuel supply agreements
(FSA) was 153.80 million
tonnes (MT) during the
April-June quarter of 2022
and the average realisation
per ton from the FSA sales
was Rs 1442.67. In the cor-
responding year age period
(AprilJune 2021), supply
through FSA was 127.48
MT and the average realisa-

tion per ton from FSA sales
was Rs 1394.06. But a
major contributor to the
revenue during the quarter

was the e-auction route.
Coal India offered a total of
20.91 MT through e-auction
during the quarter, which is
less than 30.19 MT in the
corresponding quarter pre-
vious year. But the realisa-
tion through e-auction sales
during Q1FY23 was Rs
4339.97 per ton as com-
pared to Rs 1569.05 tonnes
in Q1FY22. According to
market sources, the public
sector miner has been able
to garner a significant
amount of premium
through e-auction sales.

This comes amid changes
introduced earlier this year
and is being reflected
through better realisations.

International coal prices
were also trading at a much
higher level during the year-
ago period. A common elec-
tronic auction structure
instead of sector-specific
auctions was cleared by the
cabinet in February 2022
with an objective to create
a level playing field for all
consumers with the same
price structure and elimi-
nate cartelisation due to a
wider base of participants.
The growth in revenue was
also more than the 10.9 per
cent .

Coal India reports 178 per cent to
Rs 8834.22 cr in first quarter

MUMBAI  : (AGENCY)

Equities are poised for a
strong opening on
Thursday as headline con-
sumer price inflation (CPI)
in the US was lower than
estimates, easing the pres-
sure on the US Federal
Reserve to hike interest
rates sharply at its next
meeting. CPI for July rose
8.5 per cent over the previ-
ous year but fell from 9.1
per cent in June and was
also lower than estimates of
an increase of around 8.7
per cent.

The data led to US
shares staging a sharp rally
with the Dow Jones
Industrial Average trading
with gains of 523 points or
1.60 per cent at the time of
writing this report.

The SGX Nifty signalled
a positive start to domestic
equities as it was trading
higher by 139.5 points.
Market circles said that the
news could lead to the
rupee appreciating against
the dollar. The Dollar Index
which tracks the greenback
against a basket of six other
units was trading lower by
1.31 per cent at 104.97. The

rupee today closed 14 paise
higher at 79.52 against the
dollar.

Earlier during the day,
benchmark indices closed
on a flat note because of
profit booking in IT and
realty shares. The 30-share
BSE Sensex ended 35.78

points or 0.06 per cent
lower at 58817.29.
Similarly, the broader NSE
Nifty inched up 9.65 points
or 0.06 per cent to close at
17534.75. “Investors were
in a cautious mode in antic-
ipation of the release of US
inflation statistics, which
will set the tone for the next
Fed policy meeting,” Vinod
Nair, Head Of Research at
Geojit Financial Services,
said. Brokerage Jefferies
has warned that the gap

between bond and earnings
yield has widened to such
an extent that bonds have
become more attractive
that stocks, which could
lead a to a correction
inequity values by as much
as 15per cent. Yields on the
benchmark10-year bond is

around 7.31 per cent, after
breaching 7.50 per cent in
June. However, this is more
than the earnings yield of
the Nifty which increases its
allure over equities.
Earnings yield is the inverse
of the price-to-earnings: if
the P/E ratio goes up, the
earnings yield will fall and
vice-versa. Shares of
Delhivery sank almost
seven per cent as losses
widened for the quarter
ended June 30, 2022. 

US inflation data to rub-off on stocks

BANGALORE : (AGENCY)

Tesla Inc chief executive
officer Elon Musk sold $6.9
billion worth of shares in
the electric vehicle maker,
saying the funds could be
used to finance a potential
Twitter deal if he loses a
legal battle with the social

media platform. “In the
(hopefully unlikely) event
that Twitter forces this deal
to close *and* some equity
partners don’t come
through, it is important to
avoid an emergency sale of
Tesla stock,” he said in a
tweet late on Tuesday.
Shares of the site rose 3.5
per cent to $44.35 in early
trading but were still signif-
icantly below Musk’s offer
price of $54.20 per share.
Tesla shares were up near-

ly 4% at $882.
Musk in early July tore

up his April 25 agreement
to buy Twitter for $44 bil-
lion. Twitter has sued Musk
to force him to complete the
transaction, dismissing his
claim that he was misled
about the number of spam
accounts on the social
media platform as buyer’s
remorse in the wake of a
plunge in technology stocks.
The two sides head to trial
on Oct. 17. Following the
announcement of the share
sale on Tuesday, Musk took
to Twitter and said “yes”
when asked if he was done
selling Tesla stock, adding
he would buy it again if the
Twitter deal does not close.

“The removal of the
‘firesale’ risk, the fact Musk
has already raised cash in
case of a Twitter decision
going against him and the
comment that he’ll buy
back stock if a Twitter deal
gets dropped all builds into
a positive bias for Tesla,”
said Mark Taylor, a sales
trader at Mirabaud
Securities.

Musk sells Tesla shares
worth $6.9bn ahead of
legal battle with Twitter

NEW DELHI : (AGENCY)

Income tax payers will not
be allowed to enrol in the
government's social securi-
ty scheme Atal Pension
Yojana (APY) from October
1, according to a notifica-
tion. The government intro-
duced APY on June 1, 2015,
to provide social security to
workers mainly in the unor-
ganised sector. Subscribers
of the scheme get a mini-
mum guaranteed pension
of Rs 1,000 to Rs 5,000 per
month after attaining 60
years of age depending on
their contributions.

"... from 1st
October,2022, any citizen
who is or has been an
income tax payer, shall not
be eligible to join APY," the
finance ministry said in the
notification. The ministry
has modified its earlier
notification on APY.

The new notification,
issued on Wednesday, will
not apply to subscribers
who have joined or joins
the scheme before October
1, 2022. In case a sub-
scriber, who joined on or
after October 1, 2022, is
subsequently found to have
been an income tax payer
on or before the date of
application, the APY
account shall be closed and
the accumulated pension
wealth till date would be
given to the subscriber, the
notification said.

Under the income tax
law, people having taxable
income of up to Rs 2.5 lakh
are not required to pay
income tax. Currently, all
Indian citizens between the
age group of 18-40 years
can join APY through bank
or post office branches
where one has the savings
bank account.

Income tax payers will not be
allowed to enrol in Atal Pension

Yojana from October 1

Sensex rallies over 580 points in
early trade; Nifty tops 17,650

MUMBAI : (AGENCY)

Equity benchmark Sensex rallied 580 points in early trade
on Thursday, buoyed by intense buying in IT, financial and
banking stocks amid a firm trend in global markets. The 30-
share BSE index was trading 581.26 points or 0.99 per cent
higher at 59,398.55 in initial deals. Similarly, the broader
NSE Nifty advanced 159.80 points or 0.91 per cent to
17,694.55. All the Sensex constituents were trading with
gains in morning trade. Tech Mahindra was the top gainer
in the pack, rising more than 3 per cent, followed by Wipro,
Infosys, ICICI Bank, IndusInd Bank, TCS, Bajaj Finserv and
Bajaj Finance. In the previous session, while the 30-share
BSE index ended 35.78 points or 0.06 per cent lower at
58,817.29 in a volatile session, the broader NSE Nifty
inched up 9.65 points or 0.06 per cent to close at 17,534.75.

Foreign institutional investors (FIIs) were net buyers
in the Indian capital market as they purchased shares
worth Rs 1,061.88 crore on Wednesday, as per exchange
data. International oil benchmark Brent crude was trading
0.23 per cent lower at USD 97.18 per barrel.



5 lesser-known Hindi dark
comedy films to watch if

you liked Netflix’s Darlings
Jasmeet K. Reen’s Darlings, streaming on Netflix, has
used the dark comedy genre to tell the story of domestic
abuse, which is a reality for many women. Yet, the Alia
Bhatt-Vijay Varma-starrer manages to bring on the
laughs, without shying away from the horror of the vio-
lence. Here are five lesser-known dark comedy films in
Hindi you can stream on OTT as a followup to Darlings.
Rajat Kapoor’s 2019 film Kadak revolves around a
Diwali party at the residence of Sunil and Maalti (Ranvir
Shorey and Mansi Multani, respectively), but they have
to hide a body from the guests to save themselves from
going to jail. Kadak features an ensemble cast of Ranvir

Shorey, Kalki Koechlin,
Rajat Kapoor, Mansi
Multani, Tara Sharma,
Shruti Seth and Cyrus
Sahukar. Themes of infi-
delity, jealousy and cheat-
ing are the mainstay of
this film that depicts the
story of a single night.

Blackmail is helmed by Delhi Belly director Abhinay Deo
and features Irrfan Khan, Kirti Kulhari, Arunoday Singh
and Divya Dutta. The film follows the life of Dev (Irrfan),
who decides to blackmail his wife’s wealthy lover but
reveals his plan to one of his colleagues under the influ-
ence of alcohol. This triggers a vicious cycle of blackmail-
ing and results in kidnappings and murders. There is a
subplot involving a detective (played by Gajraj Rao), who
also gets involved in the process of blackmailing.
Directed by Akshat Verma, who previously wrote Delhi
Belly, Kaalakaandi revolves around Rileen (Saif Ali Khan)
who finds out that he is in the last stage of stomach can-
cer. Rileen decides to try things such as smoking weed
and taking psychedelic drugs to enjoy what is left of his
life, but it lands him in all sorts of trouble. There are two
other parallel tracks that get connected towards the end.
Verma explores themes such as crime, drug use, gender
and death and turns Kaalakaandi into a laugh riot. The
film also stars Akshay Oberoi, Deepak Dobriyal, Isha
Talwar, Vijay Raaz and Sobhita Dhulipala. (AGENCY)

Catherine Called Birdy, The
Menu, House of Hammer,

Fakes, Seoul Vibe: New trailers
Amazon Prime Video has dropped the official trailer of
its upcoming medieval-themed comedy film Catherine
Called Birdy. Written and directed by Lena Dunham, the
film stars Game of Thrones actors Lyanna Mormont and
Bella Ramsey, and Sherlock’s Moriarty and Andrew Scott
in lead roles.  The two-minute-18-second-long trailer
gives us a glimpse of Birday’s (Ramsey) life as she tact-
fully avoids a marriage trap set by her father (Scott). The
film also stars Lesley Sharp, Sophie Okonedo, Ralph
Ineson, Isis Hainsworth, ??Dean-Charles Chapman and

Paul Kaye. Catherine
Called Birdy will make its
world premiere at
Toronto International
Film Festival (TIFF)
before releasing in the-
aters on September 23. It
will be available to stream

on Amazon Prime Video from October 7. 20th Century
Fox has dropped the official trailer of its upcoming black
comedy horror film The Menu. It stars Anya Taylor-Joy,
Nicholas Hoult and Ralph Fiennes in lead roles.  The
hilarious yet unsettling two-minute-13-seconds-long
trailer follows the story of a young couple that visits an
exclusive restaurant in a remote island, run by a myste-
rious chef (Fiennes), who starts attacking the diners. The
Menu will arrive in theaters on November 18 after its
premiere at the TIFF in September. Discovery+ released
the trailer of its upcoming documentary series House of
Hammer, which will shed light on the grave allegation
levelled by several women against Call Me By Your Name
actor Armie Hammer.    In the three-minute-38-second-
long trailer, Hammer’s alleged victims reveal the texts the
actor sent to them, which included. (AGENCY)
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The 5 shorts of Marvel’s I
Am Groot demand to be
savoured one at a time

I Am Groot, a collection of shorts from Marvel Studios that
has started streaming , has no multiversal threats, hardly
any dialogue, and negligible impact on the Marvel
Cinematic Universe (MCU). And yet, it embodies the giant
beating heart beneath all the CGI that makes each MCU
character so lovable.  The five shorts barely comprise 20
minutes of runtime, and yet each of the self-contained sto-
ries stays with you long after you’re done watching. Series
creator Kirsten Lepore takes everything that makes Groot
such a wholesome character and amplifies it. Few things
are as precious as Groot’s brooding eyes or childlike-
chuckle. The CGI department deserves a special mention
for creating a world with aliens and spaceships that
instantly feels real
and lived-in.  The
central character –
voiced by Vin Diesel
— is beautifully
fleshed out as a tod-
dler who resembles
our inner child, one
that hates being
overshadowed or
mimicked, bumbles into unassuming blunders, derives joy
from mischief without thinking about the consequences,
and lives for adoration. And adorable he is.  Groot’s charm-
ing personality enhances the minimalistic plot of each
short. The premises of the episodes are as simple as Groot
being replaced by a new bonsai tree, discovering a minia-
ture group of aliens, finding an imposter on his ship, taking
a mud-bath and sketching a portrait of himself with the
Guardians.  This minimal style of storytelling actually helps
the series – it comes as a breath of fresh air amid the
countless characters and storylines that MCU usually
requires us to memorise. Each short in I Am Groot is inde-
pendent of the other but retains the innocence at the core
of its central character, leaving you with a fuzzy warmth as
Groot smiles with twinkly eyes. The shorts demand to be
cherished one at a time, a rare deviation from the world of
binge-watching where we consume content but don’t
savour it.  (AGENCY)

Mumbai-based matchmaker Sima
Taparia is back with a new set of
clients she’s making matches for
in Indian Matchmaking Season 2.
While she breaks her unsuccessful
streak this time around with
hopes for a new pair she’s helped
go on a first date, Season 2 is as
much about single people trying to
find a suitable partner on their
own. Here’s what makes Indian
Matchmaking Season 2 less
cringe-worthy and more fun than
its debut season.  Season 2 brings
back three singles from the first
season—Aparna Shewakramani,
Nadia and Pradhyuman Maloo. 

Season 1’s breakout star
Aparna, an attorney, returned to
the show with her journey to find
a husband but not as Sima’s client.
The Indo-Guyanese Nadia had
failed to click with any of Sima’s
matches in the first season, but
the second season began with her
continuing to date her Season 1
match Shekar Jayaraman.
Mumbai-based jeweller
Pradhyuman, too, came back as a
former client of the matchmaker,
but this time not really as an eligi-
ble bachelor. 

“My mom thinks I’m quite eli-
gible,” quipped Akshay Dhumal,
the first new single person intro-
duced in Indian Matchmaking 2.
The eldest son of a business family
based in Nashik has been search-
ing for a woman who would be
willing to relocate to his town, and
Sima, too, is shown struggling to
find a match for the same reason.
With Aparna out of Sima’s list,
there’s a new client, Viral Joshi,
who evokes similar reactions in
Sima. A North Carolina-based
pharmaceutical developer, Viral
describes herself as an “ovo-lacto-
semi-vegetarian”. Her “criteria” for
a suitable match irks Sima to the
point that she ends up calling

Viral “superficial”. 
Another new client is the dog-

loving, soon-to-be-cardiologist
Arshneel Kochar, a likeable single
with a charming smile. Tired of
being the groom’s buddy and
never the groom, he decides to let
Sima help him find a match.  The
third new single of Season 2 is the
38-year-old Shital Patel, the eldest
of three sisters who is frustrated
at still being single while her
younger sisters are married. She
hires Sima but the two disagree on
the issue of adjustment. 

The fourth new single of this
season is the Miami resident
Vinesh Vasnani, who, with his
steady stream of jokes, left Sima
wondering how serious he was
about getting married.  What pri-
marily made Indian Matchmaking
Season 1 a superhit show was the
conflict and tension between what
the eligible singles wanted in their
partners and matchmaker Sima’s
exasperation at these “demands”.
Meeting or not meeting the “crite-
ria” and Sima’s views on whether

those are acceptable criteria or not
form the plot point of Season 2 as
well.  So you have singles with
requirements like wanting their
partners to like dogs, have a tattoo
and be open to sky diving. The
women are on the lookout for suc-
cessful, tall men with financial sta-
bility. The men continue to want
family-oriented, good-looking
women who can cook. In Episode
2, Akshay rejects one of his dates
as he was offended when she kept
questioning him for using a plastic
straw.  Sima goes on repeating her
mantra that one will never find a
100% match and must settle for
60-70%. This does not sit well
with many of her clients, and
some from Season 1 have stopped
using her services. Alongside
Sima’s matchmaking attempts,
this season tracks the parallel
journey of singles who are contin-
uing their search for a partner
without her help. Like Aparna
Shewakramani, who generated
either love or hate in Season 1.
One of Aparna’s friends sets her

up with their Los Angeles-based
cousin Daman. Aparna, who’s
moved to New York, goes on a
couple of dates with Daman before
walking away from the budding
romance. She’s later seen regret-
ting moving to New York to her
mother.  Another of Sima’s former
clients, Pradhyuman, returns to
the show to flaunt his new restau-
rants and relationship.
Pradhyuman introduces us to his
partner, Ashima Chauhan, who he
met at a party. Having rejected
some 100 matches suggested by
Sima, Pradhyuman is now desper-
ately in love. He proposes to
Ashima and rides an elephant to
their wedding on the show.
Watching him making space for
his bride’s clothes in his ferocious-
ly guarded closet is kind of fun.
Sima appears to have scared off
Shital with her ‘you need to adjust
your expectations’ speech as well.
Later on in the show, Shital
informs Sima that she’s found a
match for herself through her sis-
ter. She proceeds to date Florida-

based radiation oncologist Niraj
Mehta and is even ready to move
to Miami to be with him. The two
share a kiss, giving us hope that
they might end up together.
Unlike Season 1, which was a dud
as far as matchmaking is con-
cerned, Sima finds some success in
Season 2. At the end of Season 2,
Arshneel takes the phone number
of the emigrant dentist Rinkle
Goyal. He doesn’t ask Sima for
more matches or talk about end-
ing things with Rinkle, so we can
hope they are still together.  Viral
rejects the first two matches Sima
sets her up with. But Sima hits the
right note with her third match.
Viral’s search for a Gujarati-
speaking man ends in this season
with New York-based optometrist
Aashay Shah. Aashay impresses
the Joshi family and woos Viral to
the point that she even forgives
him for his tardiness on a date. On
her social media, Viral has shared
pictures of her recent trip to India,
which could have entailed meeting
a certain Aashay’s family. The first
season of Indian Matchmaking
was packed with numerologists
and astrologists sharing their
“expert advice” to Sima and her
clients. It was one of the features
of the debut season that got a lot of
flak for promoting superstitious
beliefs. Season 2 has some
instances of its participants resort-
ing to astrological interventions,
but those are few and far between.
Aparna seeks the help of an
astrologer by herself, and there’s
Janardhan Dhurbe, Sima’s trusted
face reader who tells her that
Akshay is under a curse that is
preventing him from getting mar-
ried. Akshay keeps saying that he
is “not extremely spiritual” but
ends up performing a ritual to
negate the supposed curse.
(AGENCY)

Indian Matchmaking 2: Sima Taparia is still irked
by demands; some singles find love on their own

Vijay Varma plays a narcis-
sistic wife beater with such
conviction and ease in the
Alia Bhatt-Shefali Shah-star-
rer Darlings that his por-
trayal stands out in the list
of abusive-husband charac-
ters in Hindi cinema so far.
As Alia’s screen husband
Hamza Shaikh, Vijay can
instil fear even without
being physically intimidat-
ing.   After appearing in sup-
porting roles in several
movies and web series,
Vijay is fetching accolades
for matching Alia and
Shefali step for step in his
first major role in Darlings,
directed by Jasmeet K.
Reen.  As we gear up for the
release of two of his upcom-
ing projects, Reema Kagti’s
Dahaad and Sujoy Ghosh’s
adaptation of The Devotion
of Suspect X, here are some
of Vijay’s top performances
that you can watch online.
After graduating from the
Film And Television

Institute of India (FTII)
Pune in 2008, Vijay starred
in Amit Kumar’s neo-noir
action thriller film Monsoon
Shootout as a rookie cop,
Aditya, who’s after a crimi-
nal, Shiva (Nawazuddin
Siddiqui). Vijay portrays the
vulnerability of a cop who’s
still green behind the ears,
and is tormented by the
thought of killing an inno-
cent man and sparing a
criminal. As Aditya, Vijay
held his own in Monsoon
Shootout next to seasoned
performers such as Neeraj
Kabi, Tannishtha Chatterjee
and Nawazuddin Siddiqui. 

Gully Boy belonged to
two rappers, played by
Ranveer Singh and Siddhant
Chaturvedi, and it wasn’t a
mean feat to leave a mark in
his limited screen time as
an important cog in this boy
gang. As Moeen, a carjacker,
Vijay embodied the essence
of Dharavi – a flawed man
who feeds slum children but

also uses them for drug
peddling to make ends
meet. This was also Vijay’s
first impactful appearance
in a Bollywood blockbuster,
through which he caught

the attention of a much larg-
er audience.  In Season 1 of
Imtiaz Ali’s crime drama
series She (2020), Vijay was
cast as Sasya, a morally
bankrupt gangster from
Hyderabad living in the

slums of Mumbai. Vijay
played Sasya with a mix of
swagger and abandon that
made it one of the most
memorable characters from
the first season of She. He

also used a particular tone
of Hyderabadi accent which
enhanced the character’s
sleaziness, and his interro-
gation scenes with consta-
ble Bhumika Pardeshi
(played by Aaditi Pohankar)

are the highlights of the
series. 

In Mira Nair’s televi-
sion adaptation of Vikram
Seth’s most popular novel,
Vijay played Rasheed, who
teaches Urdu to Saeeda’s
(Tabu) sister. Rasheed is
from an influential rural
family but loathes his father
for his corrupt practices. He
later becomes depressed
and ends up taking his life.
Vijay took coaching in Urdu
to prepare for the role and
got the nuances of Urdu
spot on.  Vijay’s most ambi-
tious project till date has
been Pooja Shetty and Neil
Pagedar’s absurdist philo-
sophical science fiction
comedy series Ok
Computer. He plays the role
of an angry law enforce-
ment official Saajan Kundu,
who is suspicious of AI
machines and is an acute
germaphobe. Set in 2031,
the six-part series, pro-
duced by Anand Gandhi, is

one of the most original sci-
fi projects ever attempted in
India. Ok Computer
explores the relationship
between robots and
humans in the future. Vijay,
as Saajan, is the heart of the
show that highlights his
skill in excelling in an awk-
ward mix of comedy and
bizarre story elements.
Vijay joined the cast of
Amazon Prime Video’s hit
crime drama series
Mirzapur in its second sea-
son, and partly stole the
show. He had a double role
as twin brothers from a
crime family in Bihar. Vijay
differentiated his two roles
– Bharat and Shatrughan
Tyagi, who are in different
phases of their lives – with
elegance and maturity. From
his accent to his demeanour,
he channelled the rural sim-
plicity, mixed with the guns-
and-gangs vibe of the
Bhojpur-Purvanchal region.
(AGENCY)

Darlings star Vijay Varma’s 6 best
performances you can watch online

The return of Kapoor-clan
members to Koffee with
Karan brought back a bit of
life to what has so far been
a mundane season for the
c o n tr o v e r s y - s t i r r i n g
celebrity talk show. Episode
6 of Season 7 of the show
hosted by Karan Johar coin-
cided with Raksha
Bandhan, and it welcomed
the cousin duo of Sonam
Kapoor Ahuja and Arjun
Kapoor on the couch.  

Despite not being her
catty self, the heavily preg-
nant Sonam was delightful
with her misfires, seated
next to her cousin who was
more chatty than her. Here’s
what made this a refresh-
ingly light episode. 

Sonam is out of touch
with the industry and also
forgetful Basking in her
pregnancy glow, the usually
sharp-tongued Sonam said
things which showed she
has been out of touch with
the industry, which actually
made this episode a more
fun watch than the previous
ones.  For instance, Sonam
thought stars like Bhumi
Pednekar, Kiara Advani and
Kriti Sanon were still under-

rated, and that the upcom-
ing Ranbir Kapoor-Alia
Bhatt film is called “Shiva No
1” (instead of Brahmastra:
Part One). 

About the Indian con-
tingent at this year’s Cannes
Film Festival, where she
used to be a regular on the

red carpet, Sonam said she
remembered seeing
Deepika Padukone on the
red carpet and also
Aishwarya Rai Bachchan,
after wracking her brains.
Sonam’s forgetfulness
inspired Arjun to dub her
“Ghajini Kapoor”, and some
more vague answers from
the mom-to-be during the

rapid-fire round left us with
some funny moments.  We
got to see a heartwarming
side of the two celebrities as
they shared their brother-
sister dynamics.  Sonam
claimed she was kept in the
dark about Arjun’s relation-
ship with Malaika Arora till

they made it public. She was
supportive of Arjun back
then and pointed out that
she would support her
loved ones, no matter what,
as long as they were happy.
This, however, did not mean
Sonam wouldn’t troll her
younger first cousin. She
called Arjun’s recent film Ek
Villain Returns a “thirst

trap” movie with nothing
but attractive stars. She
revealed that all her broth-
ers had slept with her
friends. She also recalled
taking Arjun along to
McDonald’s and leaving him
with a couple of burgers
while she rendezvoused
with her date.  Arjun had his
own story about their child-
hood to share. He remem-
bered the time when
Sonam came to him to com-
plain about a senior boy
who had bullied her off the
basketball court. The pro-
tective brother went to con-
front the boy only to return
with a black eye, apart from
being suspended for using
expletives during the scuffle.
The Gunday actor was open
about having let his career
slide, and confessed that he
could not maintain the stan-
dard he had set with his
first few films. He added
that Malaika had been a
positive influence in his life,
helping him focus on
regaining his fitness. Arjun
underlined that he was still
passionate about his career
and took acting seriously.
(AGENCY)

Koffee with Karan Season 7, Ep 6: Arjun calls
Sonam ‘Ghajini Kapoor’ for her forgetfulnessAkshay Kumar’s big Rakhi

release Raksha Bandhan
has stirred up a lot of emo-
tions across the country.
Directed by Aanand L. Rai,
the film revolves around
sibling love and banter
where Akshay’s Lala
Kedarnath plays big broth-
er to four sisters, played by

Sadia Khateeb, Deepika
Khanna, Smrithi Srikanth
and Sahejmeen Kaur.
Badhaai Do actress Bhumi
Pednekar plays Akshay’s
love interest. Here’s intro-
ducing the four young
actresses of the Friday film. 

Sadia Khateeb, who
plays Gayatri in the film,
hails from Jammu and
Kashmir and made her film
debut in 2020 with the
Vidhu Vinod Chopra-
directed Shikara. Before
entering Bollywood, Sadia
studied engineering and
had no plans of doing films.
She’s an animal lover as can

be seen on her Instagram
feed. 

Possibly the on-screen
sister with maximum work
experience, Deepika
Khanna made her
Bollywood debut in 2017 in
the Kalki Koechlin-starrer
Ribbon, where she played
the role of Jiya. Since then,
Deepika has been busy
doing one web series after
another – her list includes
Who’s Your Daddy, Yeh
Crazy Dil, Gandii Baat and,
most recently, Patiala
Babes, where she played
Chef Simpy. Deepika’s
Instagram feed is filled with
her and her friends’ pic-
tures. Deepika plays the role
of Durga in Raksha
Bandhan. The 26-year-old
will make her Bollywood
debut with Raksha
Bandhan. Smrithi is also a
versatile dancer and often
shares dance reels on social
media. Her YouTube chan-
nel with her friends, called
‘Cherry Bomb’, has over a
million followers. The
actress appears alongside
Aparshakti Khurana in the
song Kudiye ni. Sahejmeen
Kaur, too, is making her
Bollywood debut.
(AGENCY)

Meet Akshay Kumar’s four sis-
ters from Raksha Bandhan


