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Vice Presidential elections
on Saturday, numbers
stacked in NDA's favor
NEW DELHI, OPEN SEARCH

Members of Parliament will vote on Saturday
to elect the next Vice President of India in an
election where NDA candidate Jagdeep
Dhankhar is pitted against Opposition pick
Margaret Alva. With numbers stacked in favour
of the NDA, Dhankhar, former governor of
West Bengal, is set for an easy win. Cracks
were visible in opposition unity as Mamata
Banerjee's Trinamool Congress decided to
abstain from voting alleging a lack of consulta-
tions while deciding on the name of Alva. The
80-year-old Alva is a Congress veteran and has
served as governor of Rajasthan, while the 71-
year-old Dhankhar is a Jat leader from
Rajasthan with a socialist background.  While
polling will be held from 10 am to 5 pm on
Saturday, the ballots will be counted immedi-
ately after that. By late Saturday evening, the
returning officer will announce the name of
the next vice president. Members of Lok Sabha
and Rajya Sabha, including nominated mem-
bers, are eligible to vote in the vice presidential
poll. The term of incumbent M Venkaiah Naidu
ends on August 10. The vice president is also
the chairperson of the Rajya Sabha. The elec-
toral college in the vice presidential election
comprises a total of 788 members of both
Houses of Parliament.  

Probe agencies can summon
MPs even when house is in
session: Venkaiah Naidu 
NEW DELHI, OPEN SEARCH

After a heavy uproar by the Congress on
Enforcement Directorate’s summon to the
leader of the opposition Mallikarjun Kharge
midway through the session, Rajya Sabha
Chairman Venkaiah Naidu on Friday clarified
and elucidated that the MPs do not enjoy any
special immunity from arrest in criminal cases
even when the house is in session and thus,
they cannot avoid summons issued by law
enforcement agencies,  Naidu’s clarification
came a day after Kharge was summoned by the
ED for questioning on the infamous National
Herald Scam case. The veteran Congress leader
was questioned for over 7 hours amid massive
protest by party workers. Rajya Sabha pro-
ceedings were adjourned for almost half an
hour till 11.30 am on Friday as Congress mem-
bers created an uproar alleging misuse of
probe agencies by the government. When the
Upper House assembled for the morning ses-
sion, Chairman M Venkaiah Naidu proceeded
with the scheduled business of laying of the
listed papers on the table, but had to adjourn
the House within a few minutes.

BRIEF NEWS

CHANDIGARH:   OPEN SEARCH

As former Haryana chief min-
ister Bhajan Lal’s son Kuldeep
Bishnoi formally joined the
BJP on Thursday, the struggle
of the 53-year-old business-
man-turned-politician, who is
entirely banking on the politi-
cal legacy of his father, to
retain political foothold for the
past around 15 years seems to
continue.

Bishnoi had left the
Congress, a party his father
was associated with when he
served as the Haryana CM
thrice, in 2007 and he again
resigned from the same party
in 2022.

According to political ana-
lysts, even after leaving the
party in 2007 and forming his
own political outfit, Haryana
Janhit Congress (HJC), he
apparently failed to manage
the political legacy of his
father, who was described as a
“PhD” in politics for his politi-

cal acumen. The father and
son felt side-lined in the
Congress after the party chose
Bhupinder Singh Hooda as the
CM after the 2005 assembly
polls and they quit the party to
form HJC in 2007. Several sen-
ior Congress leaders, including
around 40 former MLAs, had
at the time joined HJC, which
was seen as a strong regional
outfit. However, within
months of its formation, most

of the senior HJC leaders left
the fledgling party to join
other parties. In the 2009
assembly elections, HJC man-
aged to win six seats but soon
after, five of its MLAs defected
and joined the Congress to
ensure a majority government
for Hooda in his second term.

In 2014, HJC and BJP joint-
ly contested the Lok Sabha
elections, fielding candidates
from two and eight seats,

respectively. HJC lost both
seats despite a strong “Modi
wave”. In the 2014 assembly
polls, the allies parted ways
and BJP went on to form a
majority government, while
HJC managed to only win two
seats. To regain the lost politi-
cal ground, Bishnoi merged
HJC with the Congress in 2016
and was appointed a member
of the Congress Working
Committee. The Congress
even fielded his son Bhavya
Bishnoi, a complete newcom-
er, from the Hisar Lok Sabha
seat in 2019. But Bhavya fin-
ished third in the polls and
even lost his security deposit.

In the recent organisation-
al reshuffle in the Haryana
Congress, when Bishnoi failed
to find a prominent place in
the leadership posts, he start-
ed working against the party.
Balwant Takshak, a Haryana
political analyst, said Bishnoi
had great opportunities to
cement his position.

Bishnoi joins BJP; bid to retain
political foothold, say analysts NEW DELHI, OPEN SEARCH

West Bengal chief minister
Mamata Banerjee met
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi at his residence in
Delhi on Friday. The
Trinamool Congress
supremo, who is on a
four-day visit to the
national capital, was set
to discuss issues like GST
dues for her state with
the PM. The Prime
Minister's Office (PMO)
posted a picture of the
two leaders holding talks.

A letter submitted by
Banerjee to the PM was
later shared with media. "I
request for urgent release
of funds due to state for
implementation of schemes
including MGNREGA, PM
Awas Yojna and PM Gramin
Sadak Yojna... Dues from
central govt on these
schemes amount to about
?17,996 crore," read the let-
ter.

"Substantial amount on

account of many develop-
ments & welfare schemes...
estimated to be around
?1,00,968.44 crore is also
due... With such large
amount remaining out-

standing, state is facing
extreme difficulty to run
affairs and take care of peo-
ple of state," it added.

Banerjee is scheduled to
meet President Droupadi
Murmu later in the day.
Banerjee's visit comes in
the midst of a major contro-
versy that has erupted in
Bengal following the arrest
of her former colleague and
cabinet minister Partha
Chatterjee in the school
jobs scam.

Mamata meets Modi at his
residence, seeks Bengal's

dues worth crores

LUCKNOW : OPEN SEARCH

ssIn another step towards
easing air travel in the most
populous state, Uttar
Pradesh, Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath inaugurated
AirAsia India’s flight servic-
es connecting state capital
Lucknow with Bengaluru,
New Delhi and Goa on
Friday. AirAsia’s flight serv-
ices from Lucknow to
Kolkata and Mumbai will
commence in September.

Emphasising the impor-
tance of seamless air con-
nectivity in ensuring the
state’s development and
inclusive growth,
Adityanath reiterated his
resolve to present the best
state in terms of connectivi-
ty, which would also open
up new employment oppor-
tunities for the youth in the
state. On the occasion, con-
gratulating the people of
Lucknow for getting better
air services, Union Minister
for Civil Aviation
Jyotiraditya Scindia also
lauded the efforts and the
vision of the chief minister
for improving air connectiv-
ity in the state. "To develop
UP according to its poten-
tial, as many as 63 new

routes have been added
recently which will also be
increased to about 108
routes," he said.

Adityanath said that the
state has benefited
immensely from the 'UDAN'
scheme launched by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.
"The rapid expansion in air
connectivity is a testament
to PM Modi’s commitment
where he said that even the
ones who wear slippers

should be able to travel in
flights," he said.

Stating that before 2017
the state had only two prop-
erly functioning airports
including Lucknow and
Varanasi, and that the ones
in Gorakhpur and Agra
remained functional par-
tially, the chief minister said
that the provision of air
services has significantly
improved from four air-
ports to just 25 destinations

to now nine airports offer-
ing flight services.

"Five years ago, flight
services from Lucknow
were only available to 15
cities, however, today, as
many as 30 cities are con-
nected with the state capi-
tal," he said.

Maintaining that seam-
less connectivity is essential
for the development of any
place, Adityanath said that
his government has priori-

tised improving the connec-
tivity in the state be it
through expressways, air
services or any other medi-
um of travelling.

"Soon, the air services
will also be started from
Aligarh, Azamgarh,
Chitrakoot, Shravasti and
Sonbhadra," he said while
expressing gratitude to the
Union Civil Aviation
Minister for the constant
cooperation provided by
the Centre. Expressing grat-
itude to Scindia, Minister of
State VK Singh and CM Yogi,
AirAsia CEO and MD Sunil
Bhaskaran termed the start
of the services from
Lucknow as historic. He
said eight Air Asia flights
will be available from
Lucknow. As many as five
flights have started on
Friday, while three flights to
Kolkata and Mumbai will
start from September.

PANAJI:  OPEN SEARCH

One of the tallest national
flags in Goa - that stands
between two lanes of Atal
Setu - had to be lowered on
Thursday after unidentified
thieves stole the focus lights
that illuminated it. In addi-
tion, thieves also decamped
with expensive focus lights
that were used to illumi-
nate the cables of the
bridge. According to a
Supreme Court order, the
tricolour can only be flown
at night if it's illuminated.

The lights that lit up the
tricolour are estimated to
cost Rs 60,000, while those
of the Setu cost around Rs
6.2 lakh. Panaji police regis-
tered an FIR against
unknown person for the
theft. Meanwhile, GSIDC
were flummoxed about the
theft, since the bulky lights
would not be easy to steal.
"What kind of people would
steal such special lights," a

furious official asked.
Even as CM Pramod

Sawant exhorted residents
in the state to hoist the tri-
colour, Goa State
Infrastructure Development
Corporation (GSIDC) has
been forced to lower the
tiranga outside the KTC bus
stand because thieves
decamped with the focus
lights that illuminate it. The
thieves also stole the expen-
sive focus lights on Atal
Setu. GSIDC has filed a
police complaint.

According to GSIDC offi-
cials, two focus lights valued
at approximately Rs 6.3
lakh, which were used to
illuminate the cables of Atal
Setu, were stolen over a
period since May. The focus
lights for the tricolour were
valued at a total of Rs
60,000.. SS0"The flag had to
be brought down on
Wednesday because there
were no lights, and as per

the Supreme Court order,
the tricolour has to be illu-
minated at night. We will
hoist the flag again on
Friday when new lights are
installed. The order has
been placed," said a GSIDC
official.

An unknown person
was booked by Panaji
police for stealing two
facade lights used to illumi-
nate the cables. Police said
that based on the com-
plaint, an FIR has been reg-
istered.

The Union home min-
istry permits citizens to fly
the tiranga even at night
after industrialist Naveen
Jindal won a court battle in
the 1990s. 

While agreeing that fly-
ing the tricolour is a funda-
mental right of every citi-
zen, the SC put a rider say-
ing that the flagpole should
be tall and the flag well-illu-
minated.

In Panaji, tiranga lowered
after focus lights stolen

Marking the 75th
Independence Day, we will
all hoist the Tiranga
together and sing the
national anthem with the
national flag in our hand:
CM Arvind Kejriwal

NEW DELHI, OPEN SEARCH

Chief Minister Shri Arvind
Kejriwal called for a massive
celebration on the eve of the
75th Independence Day,
today. He appealed to every
Indian to sing the national
anthem with a Tiranga in
their hand at 5PM on August
14, as part of the celebration.
Shri Arvind Kejriwal said,
“Marking the 75th
Independence Day, we will all
hoist the Tiranga together
and sing the national anthem
with the national flag in our
hand. Delhi Government will
distribute 25 lac Tirangas

across the state; people to be
given national flags in every
gully-mohalla and chowk of
Delhi. Every student will be
given a Tiranga in govern-
ment schools so they can
hoist them at home and sing
the national anthem with the
flag in their hands. 

I will also sing the
national anthem with a
Tiranga in my hand on 14th
August, the eve of independ-

ence day; there will be
around 100 different celebra-
tions across Delhi. When we
sing the national anthem
with the Tiranga in our
hands, we all must pledge to
make India the greatest and
the strongest nation in the
world. We have to realise and
remember that India can’t

become the number one
nation of the world until
every child gets excellent edu-
cation, every citizen gets
world-class healthcare, every
household gets power &
water supply, every youth
gets employment and women
get a safe atmosphere to live
in. On the 75th Independence

Day, we, 130 crore Indians,
must come together and
pledge to make India the
number one country of the
world.”Chief Minister Shri
Arvind Kejriwal said, “India is
entering the celebrations of
the 75th independence day
with full jubilation.

We can all the excite-
ment and joy amongst the cit-
izens over this. Everyone is
trying to celebrate it in their
own way, be it the state gov-
ernments, the central govern-
ment, our institutions or our
public, everyone is trying
their best. Several initiatives
like Har Ghar Tiranga and
Har Haath Tiranga are being
organised to pump more joy
into our celebrations. Today, I
want to appeal to the people
of the country to celebrate the
eve of Independence Day
with the same zeal too. Let us
all get together on August 14

at 5PM and sing the national
anthem while holding a
Tiranga in our hands and
deshbhakti in our hearts.”He
added, “We have planned a
mega Tiranga distribution
drive in Delhi to fulfil this pur-
pose. Whoever can buy the
national flag themselves can
do so, children can paint their
flags, while the Delhi
Government will distribute
25 lac Tiranga all over Delhi.
Every student of our govern-
ment schools will be given a
Tiranga, so hoist at home. 

We aim to distribute
Tirangas in every gully and
mohalla of Delhi. We want
the Tiranga to fly high on
every chowk of Delhi. I
request everyone to take part
in this initiative and then put
up the Tiranga on their house
with pride to fill the whole
state with the feeling of
deshbhakti.” 

Yogi inaugurates AirAsia
India’s flight service

Delhi Government

will distribute 25

lac Tirangas across

the state; people to

be given national

flags in every gully-

mohalla and chowk

of Delhi: CM Arvind

Kejriwal

CM Arvind Kejriwal calls for a massive celebration
on the eve of the 75th Independence Day

Appeals to every Indian to sing the national anthem with a Tiranga in their hand at 5PM on August 14

Furthermore, the CM said that Uttar Pradesh has benefited immensely from the

‘UDAN’ scheme launched by the Prime Minister.

The lights that lit up

the tricolour are esti-

mated to cost Rs

60,000, while those of

the Setu cost around

Rs 6.2 lakh. Panaji

police registered an

FIR against unknown

person for the theft.

Expressing gratitude to Union

Civil Aviation Minister

Jyotiraditya Scindia, Minister of State

VK Singh and Chief Minister Yogi

Adityanath, AirAsia CEO and MD Sunil

Bhaskaran termed the start of

the services from Lucknow.
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THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: (AGENCY)

After days of incessant
rains, the southern districts
in Kerala on Friday got
some respite as rains sub-
sided while the weather
department issued an
Orange alert to eight dis-
tricts in the northern part of
Kerala for the day. The India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) has issued an Orange
alert indicating isolated
heavy rainfall for Idukki,
Thrissur, Palakkad,
Malappuram, Kozhikode,
Wayanad, Kannur and
Kasaragod districts of
Kerala.

Meanwhile, Kerala's
Minister for Water
Resources Roshy Augustine
told the media that the
three shutters of
Mullaperiyar reservoir will
be opened at 11:30 AM
today to release the excess
water. Revenue Minister K
Rajan said the water level at

the Chalakudy river in
Thrissur continued to be
the same as on Thursday
and maintained over 7.27
metres for the past few
hours.

He said there was relief
as it did not rain as much as
expected in the
Nelliyampathy region. "The
IMD has predicted that the
rains will now move to

southern Karnataka. Today,
the rain alerts are in north-
ern districts of Kerala.
Yesterday, Idukki district
received the most rain," K
Rajan told the media.

The revenue minister
also said that the National
Disaster Response Force
(NDRF) team which had
reached the Idukki district
was ready near the

Mullaperiyar region.
"Yesterday, Kerala received
rainfall between 4-11 cm
and it was a recent record,"
K Rajan said. Roshy
Augustine said the three
shutters of Mullaperiyar
reservoir will be opened by
30 cm each and 534 cusecs
of water will be released. He
asked those residing along
the banks of Periyar to

remain cautious. Thousands
of residents in central and
north Kerala districts were
evacuated on Thursday
after monsoon rains caused
floodwater to rise in various
rivers, forcing authorities to
open shutters of dams to
manage water level in reser-
voirs. At least 19 people
have died in the heavy rains
and flooding in the state
since July 31. It also caused
damage to 32 properties
completely and 232 partial-
ly, the Kerala State Disaster
Management Authority
(KSDMA) had said. A holi-
day has been declared for
schools and educational
institutions in various dis-
tricts of the state in view of
the rains. A red alert indi-
cates heavy to extremely
heavy rains of over 20 cm in
24 hours, while orange alert
means very heavy rains of 6
cm to 20 cm. A yellow alert
means heavy rainfall
between 6 and 11 cm.

PANAJI:  OPEN SEARCH 

Artist Residency Goa is an
art event organized by
Vulcan Art Gallery, An
opportunity to meet some
finest artist across India,
showcasing their talent and
displaying their works in an
Art Exhibition on 24th July
2022 from 6 pm to 10 pm at
Highland Beach Resort,
Candolim, the opening cere-
mony for the Exhibition
would be graced by
Bollywood diva Pooja Bedi.
Its a 4 days camp which will
commence on 22nd July
integrated with Art
Workshops, Art discussions
and Interactive Art
Activities for participating
Artists. 

This residency is an ini-
tiative to enlighten art
enthusiasts the exposure
and platform towards nur-
turing and showcasing their
creativity . Hence this spe-
cially designed Residency
Program, would act as a
befitting stage to learn,
experiment and discuss.

The camp is inclusive of 45
artists coming from across
India. There would be some

exceptionally created art-
works for our next exhibi-
tion in Mumbai with Laadli
Girl Child Campaign of
Population First to be
marked as a fund raising
event. Our gracing guests
includes names as Ms. Pooja
Bedi, Dr. Subodh Kerkar,
Pradeep Naik, Rina Jain,
Ashish K Rege & Deepak
Narvekar not only would
the artists here create mes-
merizing art reflecting their
uniqueness and ideologies,

but they will also get a
chance to interact and learn
from the masters them-

selves as artist would be
attending a special guest
lecture by an eminent
Artists Dr. Subodh Kerkar &
will be given a curated
walkthrough of Goa
Museum, And truly, art is all
about trying to know and
understand different per-
spectives and mindsets, that
we are surrounded with.
Artist will also participate
in Collaborative Art
Activities where they paint
together. 

South Kerala Gets Respite From Rain,
Orange Alert In 8 Northern Districts

Artist Residency Goa is an art event
organized by Vulcan Art Gallery

MUMBAI: (AGENCY)

The world is gripped by recession
fears, jet fuel prices are sky-high,
and aviation is a notoriously fickle
industry. But the billionaire
dubbed "India's Warren Buffett" is
launching an airline on Sunday.
Co-founding Akasa Air was a rare
departure into entrepreneurship
for Rakesh Jhunjhunwala, who
made his fortune on the stock
exchange as a value share investor
and is often compared to the
Berkshire Hathaway chairman
and CEO.

The 62-year-old's entry into
the capital-intensive sector has
raised eyebrows, with many
pointing to the chequered history
of billionaire-backed airlines in
India as well as the daunting glob-
al economic outlook.

"A lot of people question why

I've started an airline. Rather than
answer them, I say I'm prepared
for failure," the billionaire said at
an industry event in February.

"It's better to have tried and
failed than not tried at all." Several
such ventures have failed in recent
years.

Fugitive businessman Vijay
Mallya is fighting extradition from
Britain on charges of financial
fraud after his pet project
Kingfisher Airlines went bank-
rupt in 2012, losing Indian banks
more than $1 billion.

Disgraced entrepreneur
Subrata Roy counted Air Sahara as
a part of his empire for more than
a decade, until consecutive losses
forced a sale to fellow self-made
billionaire Naresh Goyal's Jet
Airways in 2007.

Jet collapsed in 2019, with
many blaming the Air Sahara deal

for its downfall. "People say that in
order to become a millionaire, you
first become a billionaire and start
an aviation company," quips Anas
Rahman Junaid, founder and man-
aging director of rich list Hurun
India. But as one of the world's
fastest-growing air travel markets,
the country of 1.4 billion people

has also proved a wealth creator
for some airline entrepreneurs.

"The richest aviation billion-
aires in the world are from India:
the founders of IndiGo," Junaid
says, referring to Rakesh Gangwal
and Rahul Bhatia -- whose 2006-
launched airline is India's top
domestic carrier.

Barring British entrepreneur
Richard Branson, whose $6 billion
net worth is derived from diversi-
fied Virgin Group companies,
Junaid says Gangwal and Bhatia --
each worth over $4 billion -- have
created the most wealth from a
"pureplay aviation business".

And for Jhunjhunwala the
challenge is personal: "I hope to
prove people wrong," he said.
"Now it's become a matter of ego."
Nicknamed the "Oracle of Dalal
Street" -- a play on Buffett's
moniker and the location of the
Bombay Stock Exchange --
Jhunjhunwala has invested $35
million for an estimated 40 per-
cent stake in the new airline. He is
India's 52nd richest person, with
a net worth of $3.5 billion and sig-
nificant holdings in more than 30
Indian stocks, but rarely starts his
own companies. 

GURGAON : OPEN SEARCH

Raja Baswana Films and
Director Sandeep Baswana
gave guests and media an
exclusive, star-studded red
carpet experience at the
film Haraya's theatrical pre-
mier in Gurgaon today.
Gurgaon, 5th August 2022 :
Actor - turned Director,
Sandeep Baswana's movie
'Haryana' was premiered
and screened today at INOX,
Worldmark Gurgaon in the
presence of its entire cast
and crew Produced by B.
Raja & Sandeep Baswana
under the banner Raja
Baswana Films, Haryana is
Hindi romantic - comedy
starring Yash Tonk,
Ashlesha Savant, Robbie
Marih, Monica Sharma and
Aakarshan Singh. The

movie is a story of 3 broth-
ers played by Yash Tonk,
Robbie Marih and
Aakarshan Singh who in the
course of the film falls in
love and from then
onwards, the story takes a
twist and that’s the founda-
tion through which the
story unfolds. Apart from

being a romantic comedy, it
also shows the brotherly
bonding and love between
these brothers. 

Sandeep Baswana who
made his directorial debut
with this movie, has been a
celebrated TV actor and
notable for his work in Ekta
Kapoor's TV series, Kyunki

Saas Bhi Kabhi Bahu Thi
and Mahesh Bhatt's Udaan.
"Haryana is a sweet, come-
dy movie.  We started work-
ing on the movie in the
midst of lockdown, loss and
a lot of other things.
However it is made with a
lot of heart and I am very
sure it will not only enter-
tain the viewers but fill
them up with love. 

We hope the audience
will also give love and sup-
port to our film ", said
Sandeep.  The Background
Score is given by Guru
Dhanoa & Mohit Pathak
Mohit Pathak is also the
music director of the film.
and music production is
done by Guru
Dhanoa.Haryana is now in
theatres from 5th August
2022.

Raja Baswana Films and Director Sandeep
Baswana gave guests and media an exclusive

Pakistan Fisherman
Detained, 5 Fishing Boats
Seized In Gujarat's Kutch

AHEMDABAD: (AGENCY)

The Border Security Force (BSF) on Friday detained one
Pakistani fisherman and seized five boats from Harami
Nala creek area close to the Indo-Pak border in Gujarat's
Kutch district, an official said. The development came a
day after the BSF seized two fishing boats abandoned by
Pakistani fishermen in the same area. During their

patrolling, the BSF troops
observed movement of
some fishing boats near
the international border
early this morning. Despite
the increased water level
due to high tide, the BSF
personnel reached the
spot, a release by the BSF

said. While other fishermen were successful in escaping
towards the Pakistan side, the BSF managed to nab one
Pakistani national and seized five abandoned boats, it
added. Except for some equipment and fishing nets,
nothing suspicious was found from the seized boats, the
release said. The BSF had last month apprehended four
Pakistani fishermen and seized 10 of their boats from
the same area. The security agency apprehends
Pakistani fishermen and their boats at regular intervals
from the creek area. While Indian fishermen are barred
from entering the creek due to security reasons, those
from Pakistan many a time enter the Indian waters in
search of a better catch.

African Swine Fever: Culling Of Pigs
Completed In Kerala's Kannur

KANNUR: (AGENCY)

Culling of pigs in two private farms in Kanichar panchay-
at of Kannur district to prevent spread of African swine
fever, which was recently reported, was completed today.
The culling operations had to be put on hold on
Wednesday due to stiff opposition from the owner of one
of the affected farms. On Thursday, the Deputy Collector

intervened and con-
vinced the farmer to
cooperate with the
process, a district official
told Press Trust of India.
Subsequently, 154 pigs
were culled at the farm
by the Rapid Response

Team led by its chairman and District Animal Welfare
Officer Dr. SJ Lekha, a statement issued by the district
administration said. Over 90 pigs were slaughtered on
the first day - August 2 - of the culling operation in the
farm which was the epicentre of the infection, the state-
ment said. Pig farms within a 10-km radius of the epi-
centre are being monitored, it said. Barely a week after
over 300 pigs were culled in Wayanad district to prevent
the spread of African swine fever detected there, new
cases of the disease were reported from there as well as
from Kannur earlier this week.

Over 50 Cattle Die At Cow
Shelter In UP, Probe Ordered

AMROHA (UP): (AGENCY)

More than 50 cattle have died under mysterious circum-
stances at a cow shelter in Hasanpur area of Uttar
Pradesh's Amroha district. The deaths that took place on
Thursday prompted Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath to
ordered a probe and direct Animal Husbandry Minister
Dharam Pal Singh to reach Amroha.

District Magistrate of Amroha BK Tripathi told
media persons that the cows fell ill in the evening after
eating fodder. Officials of the Animal Husbandry
Department and veterinarians were rushed to the scene
to treat the cattle. Superintendent of Police Aditya
Langeh later confirmed to that more than 50 cows at the
shelter died. According to the DM, the management at
the cow shelter has procured fodder from a person iden-
tified as Tahir. "An FIR has been lodged against Tahir and
efforts are being made to arrest him," the DM said.

"Chief Minister Adityanath has directed the animal
husbandry minister to reach the spot after taking cogni-
sance of death of cows in Amroha," the CM's Office tweet-
ed on its official handle.

Rakesh Jhunjhunwala, Known As 'India's Warren
Buffet', Set For Take-Off With New Airlines

RANCHI: (AGENCY)

The High Court of
Jharkhand has banned all
promotions of employees
across the government
departments in the state.
Justice SN Pathak passed

the order on Thursday
while hearing a plea which
claimed that a recent deci-
sion of the police depart-
ment will hamper the gen-
eral category employees'
prospect of getting promo-
tions. The court ordered
Director General of Police
Neeraj Sinha and the state

government to file affidavits
on the matter. The next date
of hearing has been fixed
for August 18. Petitioner
Shrikant Dubey submitted
that the DGP or top cop
issued an order on June 23
on granting promotions to
assistant sub-inspectors
(ASIs) to the post of sub-
inspectors (SI). According
to the petitioner, the top
cop's order stated that ASIs
in the reserved category
can seek promotion in the
general one. This will also
create a division between
the ASIs of the general and
reserved categories in the
police force, he claimed.
The candidates in the
reserved category will get
an advantage while those in
the general one will face
hurdles in getting promo-
tion as the number of (SI)
positions.

Jharkhand High Court Bans
Promotions Of State

Government Employees

Briefs News

HIMACHAL PRADESH: (AGENCY)

A Russian national, Sergei
Novikov, tied the knot with
his Ukrainian partner, Elona
Bramoka, in Himachal
Pradesh's Dharamshala in a
traditional Hindu ceremony.
The wedding took place on
Tuesday. In a video shared
by news agency ANI the two
are dressed in traditional
attire and perform the saat
phere as per Hindu rituals.
A pandit is also seen solem-
nising their marriage in the
presence of some guests.

“Himachal Pradesh:
Sergei Novikov, a Russian
national tied the knot with
his Ukrainian girlfriend
Elona Bramoka in a tradi-
tional Hindu ceremony in
Dharamshala on August 2,”
the text attached to the
video read.

The clip has, so far, col-

lected more than 35k views
on the social media plat-

form. As soon as the clip
made its way to social
media, congratulatory
wishes started pouring in.
People have showered love
on the newlyweds who
chose to get hitched the
Indian way.

“ C o n g r a tu la t i o n s ,
Sergei and Elona. The best

that can happen to anyone
has happened to you, you
are in love and married. My
best wishes for a long lovely
married life to both of you,”
a user wrote.
Congratulations,Sergei n
Elona! The best that can

happen to anyone has hap-
pened to you,you are in love
n married. My best wishes
forca long lovely married
life to both of you.

According to a report
in The Times of India, Mr
Novikov and Ms Bramoka
decided to get married after
being in a relationship for
two years. The ceremony
was held at Divya Ashram
Kahrota in Dharamkot near
Dharamshala. A priest from
the ashram said that the
duo has been living there
for the past year. A priest,
along with his family, helped
the couple perform the ritu-
al and even conducted the
kanyadan of Ms Bramoka.
They wore traditional wed-
ding outfits as the priest
recited the hymns and took
help from a translator to
convey the meaning to the
couple, the report added.

Russian Man, Ukrainian Woman
Take Saat Phere In Himachal MP: (AGENCY)

The world's largest floating
solar project is set to be
built on river Narmada as
the Madhya Pradesh gov-
ernment signed a contract
for the first phase of the
project on Thursday.
Floating Solar Project on
Narmada, which is to be
built on the backwaters
of the Omkareshwar
Dam, will be one of only
10 floating solar plants in
the world. The 600 MW-
capacity infrastructure
will be the world's largest
solar project to be built on
water.  Chief Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan has
said that by 2027 "the
renewable energy potential
of Madhya Pradesh will be
20,000 megawatts". "The
state government is on the
path of making Madhya
Pradesh the lungs of India
along with the heart of

India. Madhya Pradesh will
make every possible contri-
bution towards fulfilling all
the commitments of India
and the Panchamrit Mantra
given by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in the
Glasgow Conference for

Climate Change," Shivraj
Singh Chouhan said.

The Chief Minister
added that since no land is
needed for the project, peo-
ple would not be displaced.
"Due to the installation of
solar panels on the surface
of the water, the water will
not evaporate as steam.
With this, 60 to 70 per cent
of water will be saved. 

World's Largest Floating
Solar Plant Set To Be Built

In Madhya Pradesh

Star-studded red carpet experience at the film Haraya's theatrical premier in Gurgaon
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Ahead of Congress’ protests
against rising prices and
their plans to turn up in
large numbers to gherao
Prime Minister house on
Friday, Delhi Police have
prepared an elaborate
security and traffic arrange-
ment plan to avoid any
untoward incidents and
traffic chaos; police officers
aware of the development
said. To ensure lesser incon-
venience to motorists com-
muting to central Delhi
areas from other parts of
Delhi and national capital
region (NCR), the Delhi
Traffic Police on Thursday
released a traffic advisory
that listed as many as 16
arterial roads where heavy
traffic congestion is expect-
ed. There shall be almost no
movement of vehicles on at

least seven important roads,
especially around the
Prime Minister House in
central Delhi. These roads
are Kamal Attaturk Marg,
Kautilya Marg, Teen Murti
Marg, Rajaji, Akbar Road,
Safdarjung Road and
Raisina Road. “Due to spe-
cial traffic arrangements,
movement on these roads
will hardly be possible,”
read the advisory letter
issued by the traffic police.
According to the order, the
16 roads that may witness
heavy traffic jams are:
Sardar Patel Marg, Shanti
Path, Panchsheel Marg,
Tughlaq Road, APJ Abdul
Kalam Road, Prithvi Raj
Road, Shahjahan Road,
Zakir Hussain Marg,
Maulana Azad Road, Rafi
Marg, Janpath Road, Ashoka
Road, Rajendra Prasad
Road.
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The Delhi high court on
Thursday directed the
speedy disposal of cases
which have been lodged for
violations of covid-19
norms as it rejected the plea
by Decathlon plea seeking
quashing of FIR for opening
their Preet Vihar store after
8PM on December 30,
2021. Justice Asha Menon
said that it would be appro-
priate for the police to take
quick action in all pending
matters relating to violation
of orders passed under the
Delhi Disaster Management
Act (DDMA) by filing com-
plaints before courts. “The
offence has been made cog-
nizable only in order to
facilitate the police to take
immediate action, including
the arrest of a person, who
is found disobeying the

orders issued for mainte-
nance of law and order and
in the interest of public
health. That purpose can-
not be converted into one
that subjects the offender to
unnecessary harassment
and entails violation of
Article 21 of the
Constitution of India, guar-
anteeing the right to life, of
which liberty is an inalien-
able facet,” the court said.
The court observed that
there have been innumer-
able cases where people
were found violating time
restrictions that governed
business activities and pub-
lic movement, or were in
public places without
masks. “These are all
actionable wrongs and need
to be dealt with firmly, but it
must also be effective. To
drag such matters over
months instead.

• A high-powered panel spoke
on the theme ‘Plastic Neutrality
Through Circular Economy’ at
the IFAT India Show Preview. 

• IFAT India 2022 will be held
at the Bombay Exhibition
Centre, Mumbai, on 28-20
September 2022.

• This trade fair will bring
together 10,000+ visitors from
across the globe and more than
250 exhibitors from 22 coun-
tries, along with pavilions from
Austria, Germany, Norway,
Poland, and Switzerland.
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One of India’s leading B2B trade
fair organizers, Messe Muenchen
India is proud to host an exclusive
show preview of the 9th edition of
IFAT India at Jaypee Siddharth,
Rajendra Palace, New Delhi. IFAT
India 2022 will be held at the
Bombay Exhibition Centre,
Mumbai, on 28-20 September
2022. IFAT India is one of the lead-
ing trade fairs in the country for
environmental technologies. It is
reputed as a high-powered plat-
form for industry experts, policy-
makers, and business leaders to
discuss regional strategies on
pressing environmental chal-

lenges such as wastewater treat-
ment, solid waste management,
and recycling. The theme of the
show preview in New Delhi is
‘Plastic Neutrality Through
Circular Economy’ where many
high-profile speakers emphasized
on the importance of going plastic
neutral through a shift in con-
sumer mindset and behavior.The
high-powered panel at this show
preview featured Sanchita Jindal,

Former Adviser (Scientist G),
Ministry of Environment, Forests,
and Climate Change (MoEFCC);
Tusar Ranjan Pattnaik, Corporate
Head – EHS, Dabur India; Dr K S
Jayachandran, Member Secretary,
Delhi Pollution Control Committee;
Mahendra Singh Tanwar,
Commissioner, Ghaziabad
Municipal Corporation; and
Chander Mohan Gupta, Mayor,
Jammu Municipal Corporation.

The vibrant panel discussion was
moderated by Dr Ashish Jain,
Director, Indian Pollution Control
Association. Speaking on the occa-
sion, Dr K S Jayachandran said,
“Delhi government is taking
proactive measures to effectively
reduce plastic waste from our
ecosystem. 19 single-use plastics
have already been banned and
more will follow. This change
should significantly reduce the

existing 550-tonne single-use
plastic waste per day. IFAT India
has provided an unbiased and
vocal platform which bring all the
key stakeholders on one table.
Events like these not only spread
awareness amongst common peo-
ple but also make the government
and public sector commit for a bet-
ter and cleaner environment.” On
the urgency of plastic neutrality, Dr
Ashish Jain said, “There is a strong
push from the government and
MoEFCC towards creating a circular
economy in India and to reduce,
reuse, and recycle plastics, effec-
tively ensuring their circulation in
the economy and out of the envi-
ronment. Today, only a handful of
stakeholders are following this path
of plastic neutrality. There is a huge
gap in consumption, collection,
and recycling of plastic.
Consumption of plastics has
increased by 21% over the last
five years, whereas barely 16% of
plastic is collected and recycled. I
am confident that IFAT India 2022
will create the right ecosystem for
industry leaders to share their
experiences and strategies and
encourage stakeholders to take
appropriate measures towards a
plastic neutral economy. I expect
that with such platforms, the col-
lection and recycling rate will see
a growth of more than 50%”.

Over 16 lakh vehicle owners
in Delhi may face penalty up

to 10,000. Details
NEW DELHI, OPEN SEARCH

The Delhi government last month started sending
notices to vehicle owners without valid Pollution Under
Control certificates, asking them to get one or face penal-
ty. If vehicles without valid PUC are caught plying on the
roads, the owners may face imprisonment of up to six
months or a fine of up to ?10,000 or both as per the
Motor Vehicle Act. According to an official estimate,
about 13 lakh two-wheelers and three lakh cars were
plying in the national national capital without a valid
PUC as of July 18, according. An official said that the state
government has sent reminders on the mobile numbers
of nearly 14 lakh vehicle owners asking them to get the
PUC certificate. "The pollution season is approaching
within two-three months and we have to ensure that we
reduce vehicular pollution to some extent. Warning peo-
ple to get a valid PUC is a step in that direction," quoted
an official as saying.
There is a legal provi-
sion which exempts
vehicles that are not ply-
ing on roads from penal-
ty. The official cited an
example of a retired
Army colonel who had
written to the transport
department saying that
his son was abroad and his vehicle was standing in their
garage. "So of course, the vehicles that are not plying on
the roads are not required to get PUC, but vehicles found
plying on the roads without a valid PUC will be prosecut-
ed," he added, as quoted  Motor vehicles are required to
carry a valid PUC certificate after the expiry of the peri-
od of one year from the date of its first registration,
according to Central Motor Vehicles Rules, 1989. The
PUC certificates of four-wheeled BS-IV compliant

The PUC certificates four-wheeled BS-IV compliant
vehicles remains valid for one year and for other vehi-
cles, it is three months. The real-time PUC certification
integrated with the vehicle registration database has
improved the credibility by reducing human interven-
tion and helps in identifying polluting vehicles for neces-
sary punitive action, officials said. Last year, over 60 lakh
certificates were issued owing to strict enforcement of
PUC norms by the Transport department, officials added.
Over 900 pollution checking centres set up at petrol
pumps and workshops are spread all over the city. The
fee for pollution checking for petrol and CNG-driven two
and three-wheelers is ?60. It is ?80 for four-wheeled
vehicles and ?100 for diesel vehicles.

New Parliament building 70%
complete, Lok Sabha told

NEW DELHI, OPEN SEARCH

Construction work on the new Parliament building is
70% complete, Union minister of state for housing and
urban affairs Kaushal Kishore informed Lok Sabha on
Thursday. In a written response to a question from BJP
MP Rajendra Agarwal, Kaushal said the new Parliament
building will be ready by November 2022 and the three
common central secretariat buildings by December
2023.

The winter session of Parliament this year is expect-
ed to be held in the new building, which is being con-
structed adjacent to the present one.

Kaushal on Thursday also said 24% of the work on
the Vice President’s enclave is completed and is expect-
ed to be completed by January 2023.

Meanwhile, work on the revamped Central Vista
Avenue is nearly complete, Kaushal told the Lok Sabha.
Work on the avenue has been delayed several times over
the past few months and no date has been finalised for
its inauguration yet, officials of the Central Public Works
Department said.

Work is still to be awarded for the executive enclave,
which will house the new Prime Minister’s Office (PMO),
India House, Cabinet Secretariat, and National Security
Council Secretariat (NSCS). Last month, Hyderabad-
based DEC Infrastructure and Projects emerged as the
lowest bidder for the project.

The minister also said various ministries and gov-
ernment departments are currently paying ?1,171 crore
annually as rent, because the government couldn’t pro-
vide them office space. “Directorate of Estates (DoE)
allots office space to Ministries / Departments in General
Pool Office Accommodation (GPOA) buildings. DoE
issues ‘Non-Availability Certificate’ (NAC) to the requisi-
tioning Ministries / Departments in case office space is
not available in GPOA buildings, so that they can hire
office space from local bodies / Public Sector
Undertakings/ private owners etc. 

Circular Economy takes centerstage at
the first preview of IFAT India 2022

Expedite disposal of cases
lodged for violation of

Covid rules: HC

The Lt. Governor, Shri Vinai Kumar
Saxena today launched a Skilling
Programme for 25000 persons in col-
laboration with the Ministry of Skill
Development and Entrepreneurship
(MSDE), Govt. of India through
National Skill Development
Corporation (NSDC), at Pradhan
Mantri Kaushal Kendra, 
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While quoting Hon’ble Prime
Minister’s vision on skill development
in India, Shri Vinai Kumar Saxena, Lt.
Governor of Delhi said that there is an
urgent need to uplift artisans and

workers to increase their relevancy in
the volatile job market and all the
stakeholders should come together to
fulfill this mission. He further said
Delhi being the national capital has
always been the melting pot of people
from different rungs of society and
NDMC has been one of the torchbear-

ers working towards improving the
quality of life of the workers. He is
confident that this RPL program will
recognize the talent of the youth, hone
their skills and give them the respect
that they deserve. LG Delhi hopes
that the programme will help in rec-
ognizing the skills of 75000 persons
and the certification from the
Government of India. This will not
only enhance their efficiency and out-
put but will also add to their self confi-
dence. The beneficiaries involved in
earning their bread & butter in the
same job role will be able to get spe-
cialized knowledge for upgrading their
skills.

Under the able leadership of
CM Arvind Kejriwal, the
Delhi Government is com-
mitted to ensure that any
woman in distress or any
child in a vulnerable condi-
tion is identified, attended
and taken into safety nets,
through the robust network
of Anganwadi centres in
Delhi- Kailash Gahlot

NEW DELHI, OPEN SEARCH

Women & Child
Development Minister Shri
Kailash Gahlot today inau-
gurated a new Anganwadi
Centre at Sainik Enclave,
Part-III in Najafgarh.

The new Anganwadi
Centre in the area will
improve the nutritional and
health status of children,
pregnant women and nurs-
ing mothers by providing a
package of services includ-
ing supplementary nutri-
tion, pre-school education,

immunisation, health
check-up, referral services
and nutrition & health edu-
cation. 60 children and 15
women have already been
enrolled from the vulnera-
ble pockets of more than
600 habitants from the mar-
ginalised communities in
this area. Anganwadi
Workers and Helpers have

been surveying to identify
more such women and chil-
dren to bring them to the
newly opened Anganwadi
Centre. The Anganwadi
Centre will also encourage
and facilitate the women of
the area to form their Self
Help Groups (SHGs).

There are 10897
Anganwadi Centers under

95 Projects in Delhi with
approximately 8 lakhs
women & children as regis-
tered beneficiaries entitled
to supplementary nutrition.
Some of the Anganwadi
Centres have been merged
into hubs called Saheli
Samanvay Kendra for inte-
grated and comprehensive
service delivery which pro-

motes women empower-
ment besides fulfilment of
core objectives of the
Anganwadi services. The
Anganwadi Centre at Sainik
Enclave will encourage
them to associate with
Saheli Samanvay Kendra for
community awareness and
education on health, nutri-
tion, rights & entitlements,
women safety and child pro-
tection including social cap-
ital enhancement.

Speaking at the occa-
sion the Women & Child
Development Minister Shri
Kailash Gahlot said “Under
the able leadership of Chief
Minister Shri Arvind
Kejriwal, the Delhi
Government is committed
to ensure that any woman
in distress or any child in a
vulnerable condition is iden-
tified, attended and taken
into safety nets, through the
robust network of
Anganwadi centres in Delhi.

District offices have been
directed to identify vulnera-
ble children through
Anganwadis and link them
to child protection servic-
es.”He further said "A sys-
temic change in the existing
supply of supplementary
nutrition will also take place
shortly as the Expressions
of Interest (EOI) have been
invited from the SHGs and
Resource Organisations.
Through efficient delivery
and enhanced monitoring
of the services, we are com-
mitted to provide nutrition-
al food  to the beneficiaries
at Anganwadi Centres ."He
also directed the officers
concerned to leverage avail-
able financial assistance
schemes for women and
children in need of these
services and connect
women to Saheli Samanvay
Kendras for their economic
empowerment and
upskilling.

Briefs News
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Delhi’s air quality was in
the moderate category on
Friday morning as overcast
weather with moderate
rain was expected, the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) said. IMD said the
minimum temperature is
likely to be 26 degrees
Celsius and the maximum
34 degree Celsius.
According to the Central
Pollution Control Board, the
hourly air quality index
(AQI) was 92 at 7am. On
Thursday, the average 24-

hour AQI was 112.
An AQI between zero

and 50 is considered ‘good’,
51 and 100 ‘satisfactory’,
101 and 200 ‘moderate’,
201 and 300 ‘poor’, 301 and
400 ‘very poor’, and 401
and 500 ‘severe’. On
Thursday, monitoring
agency System of Air
Quality and Weather
Forecasting and Research
said dust (size > 2.5
micrometre) contributed ~
54% to PM10. “For the next
3 days...peak wind speed is
likely to be ~ 12-16 km/h
causing moderate.

Overcast weather with moderate
rain expected in Delhi today
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Revenue Minister Shri Kailash Gahlot
today interacted with 12 newly
formed women self-help groups con-
sisting of more than 120 women in
Najafgarh, who are soon going to form
Najafgarh's first area level federation
(ALF) under the National Urban
Livelihood Mission scheme. This will
unleash women's potential to generate
meaningful and sustainable livelihoods
by providing credit and market link-
ages, suitable spaces, social security
and relevant training. It also aims to
achieve universal financial inclusion,
through opening of basic savings
accounts, building saving habits, facili-
tating access to financial literacy, cred-
it, affordable insurance, and remit-
tance facilities. This is in line with

Delhi government’s Rozgar Budget
which aims to create 20 Lakh jobs
over the next five years.Speaking at
the occasion Revenue Minister Shri
Kailash Gahlot said “Under the leader-
ship of Chief Minister Shri Arvind
Kejriwal, my vision is to create
Najafgarh a women-led micro-entre-
prise hub to support women empow-
erment and Delhi’s Rozgar Budget by
forming Delhi’s first city-level women
federation consisting of more than
1000 women in Najafgarh. It will also
become the biggest micro-finance
institution in Delhi. Such grassroots
institutions are essential for equitable
economic development and to
strengthen democracy.”A City-level
Federation consists of 10 Area-level
Federations, each Area-level
Federation consists of 10 SHGs and

each SHG consists of 10 members
(minimum).A student team consisting
of more than 70 students from 3 col-
leges of Delhi - College of Vocational
Studies, Aryabhatta College, and Netaji
Subhash University of Technology
have taken an initiative to support the
Revenue Minister to achieve his vision
of Delhi’s first city-level women feder-
ation in Najafgarh. This team is led by
the office of the revenue minister that
will work with SHG members to estab-
lish self-sustaining large-scale busi-
ness.On this, the Revenue Minister
said "I’m confident this initiative by
Delhi’s entrepreneurial youth will lead
to creation of sustainable women-led
microenterprises in Najafgarh. Chief
Minister Shri Arvind Kejriwal has a
firm belief in Delhi’s youth potential to
be an agent of change.

Najafgarh will soon become a
women-led micro-entreprise hub

Delhi Police issues travel advisory amid
Congress protests; key roads blocked

WCD Minister Kailash Gahlot inaugurates
Anganwadi Centre at Sainik Enclave in Najafgarh

Kejriwal Government on mission-mode to create Delhi’s first city-level women federation in Najafgarh 

LG launches Up Skilling Programme for
25000 persons in NDMC area. New Delhi



EDITORIAL

Curbing freebies
The Supreme Court has asked various stakeholders, includ-
ing the Centre, Niti Aayog, Finance Commission and the
RBI, to come up with ‘constructive suggestions’ to deal with
the widely prevalent practice of promising freebies to woo
voters in the run-up to elections. The court has suggested
the setting up of an expert body to scrutinise the problem
and find a solution. The Centre has finally taken a firm stand
on the issue, telling the court that the distribution of free-
bies ‘inevitably leads to future economic disaster’. No polit-
ical party can resist the temptation of luring the electorate.
While Opposition parties promise the moon to the voters if
elected to power, the ruling dispensation starts doling out
sops months before the model code of conduct is enforced.
Incumbent governments have no qualms about splurging
public funds to ‘bribe’ electors. For instance, the distribu-
tion of free food kits had worked wonders for the ruling
Left Democratic Front in the 2021 Kerala Assembly elec-
tions, just two years after it had suffered a debacle in the
Lok Sabha polls. A blanket ban on pre-poll announcements
won’t be a workable solution. However, the Election
Commission (EC) can frame guidelines for keeping unrea-
sonable and irrational promises out of poll manifestos.
There should also be norms restraining governments from
dishing out new welfare schemes or doles during the last
six months of their tenure. The EC not only has to ensure a
level playing field but also take political parties to task
whenever the estimated freebie budget equals or exceeds
the government’s regular budget. Electoral considerations
must not be allowed to eclipse economic constraints. With
the Centre apprising the apex court of its aversion to free-
bies and PM Modi lashing out at ‘revdi culture’, the ruling
party needs to lead by example and try to build political con-
sensus on this matter. A mechanism to regulate or min-
imise pre-poll doles should be developed at the earliest so
that it can be put to the test in the BJP-ruled.

JULIO RIBEIRO

How many officers serving in the IAS and IPS are commit-
ted to serving the people? People say they are just a few!
Actually, there are many more than a few, more so in the
premier service than in the police. But they are there. We
should be glad they are there. How many of my ex-col-
leagues render justice to the people they are supposed to
serve? If they have a positive approach to public service,
people will notice.

I am happy to have Anil Swarup as my friend. An IAS
officer of the UP cadre, he has been consistently serving
people in whatever capacity he was fielded by different
governments. In the education sector, where he served as
Secretary, School Education, before he retired, he made an
indelible mark. He did not condemn all civil society organ-
isations as enemies of the State, as my ex-IPS colleague,
NSA Ajit Doval, seems to have done. Anil took those with
good practices and ideas as partners in government ven-
tures. Both benefited, proving that an inclusive approach
aces the confrontational.

Even after he hung up his boots, he continued to pur-
sue his interest in service to the people. He does this
through a movement he has begun, called ‘Nexus of Good’,
which has caught on in his native state of UP and also
spread to some neighbouring states like Haryana,
Uttarakhand and Rajasthan.

‘Nexus of Good’ invites out-of-the-box ideas put into
practice in other states, or by some NGOs, and which have
proved successful. ‘Nexus’ then spreads the good word to
those officers prepared to listen and innovate so that the
end users would benefit. Anil got this brainwave when he
was Secretary, School Education. He travelled throughout
the land and had a first-hand view of projects on the
ground. He adopted many of them and propagated the
projects to governments for possible use in their states.

During his Mumbai trip, he dropped into a municipal
school run by Muktangan, an NGO on whose board I had
served. Muktangan was started by my friend, Sunil Mehta, a
philanthropic Gujarati mill owner. His family owned
Paragon Mills off Worli. Whereas almost all mill owners
had shut shop following Datta Samant’s strike of the 1980s
and sold the land which fetched them enough compensa-
tion to last a lifetime, Sunil set up Muktangan which capi-
talises on his wife Elizabeth’s passion for teaching.

She is an English woman who had been a teacher
before she met and married my friend who was in England
to study. She had worked for the Aga Khan Trust as an edu-
cationist. Her expertise was available. Sunil decided to kill
several birds with one stone — indulge his passion for phi-
lanthropy, utilising his wife’s expertise, his own manageri-
al skills, and a readily available catchment area of benefici-
aries. So, Muktangan was born. A much-criticised munici-
pal school that was located near the mill’s office was cho-
sen, and the initiative was blessed by the municipal author-
ities. The experiment achieved such success that a munic-
ipal school figured on the list of achievers in the city for the
first time in Mumbai’s school history! It drew the attention
of the BMC Commissioner and the state’s Education
Secretary. Both visited the school and studied the system.

The main focus of the Mehta couple was to orient the
teaching staff to the new approach, where children were
made to think rather than learn by rote. The teachers are
drawn from the same locality that provided the student
population. Some studied further and completed their BEd.
More local communities demanded that Muktangan take
over their municipal schools. At present, the NGO has
seven schools and has declined to take on any more, but
agreed to train teachers to impart lessons based on its ped-
agogy and philosophy.

There are many civil society individuals who have tried
and succeeded in fields other than education. Their work
needs to be recognised and emulated. An officer like Anil
Swarup, whose motive is the same as that of these civil
society do-gooders, would notice and want to learn from
them. Every stakeholder benefits. Much of the credit the
PM got for attending to the difficulties of the stricken dur-
ing the Covid lockdown is because of the selfless work of
civil society individuals who went out of the way to provide
cooked food or dry rations to those in need, especially the
stranded migrants. In Mumbai, I know of several citizens
who got involved. My own daughter was one. There are
many officers like Anil in every state. They do not think of
reward or recognition, but the people do not, and will not,
forget them. In the IAS, there is more scope for doing good
than in the IPS, which is confined, as it should be, to ensur-
ing a safe security environment. 

Best foot forward
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OPINION

India in 2022 is a result of
India in 1991, when eco-
nomic reforms were
brought in, and India in
1991 was the result of India
in 1952, when the Five-Year
Plans were launched. There
is the general argument
that India did not grow
from 1947 to 1991 because
it adopted socialism, and
whatever good that hap-
pened was due to the
reforms launched in 1991
by Prime Minister PV
Narasimha Rao.

The second scenario is
the theme song of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
who came to power in
2014, and his Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP). They
claim that the economy has
been transformed in the
past eight years, so much so
that India is poised to
become an economic
superpower. The claims of
market-friendly economic
analysts in India in the first
case and of Modi’s support-
ers in the second are forgiv-
able rhetorical excesses.

It would be a good exer-
cise to look at the figures of
the past 75 years and make
a sober assessment of what
we have achieved because
much has been achieved
over seven decades rather
than in the past 30 years or
the past eight years.

The decadal growth fig-
ures give a general picture
of the movement of Indian
economy, though the fig-
ures are to be taken as gen-
eral indicators and nothing
more. In their article,
‘Economic Growth in India
during 1950-2015:
Nehruvian Socialism and
Market Capitalism’, written
in 2021, Deb Kusum Das
and Abdul Azeez Erumban
mention that the growth

rate from 1950 to 1964 was
3.9 per cent; from 1965 to
1979, it was 3.0 per cent;
from 1980 to 1992, 5 per
cent; and from 1993 to
2016, it was 6.7 per cent. It
has been an incremental
growth rate over the
decades, except the one
from 1965 to 1979 when it
dropped to 3 per cent from
3.9 per cent of the previous
15 years. In his address
delivered in 2008, Rakesh
Mohan, former Deputy
Governor of the Reserve
Bank of India, said the
growth rate in the 1960s
was 4 per cent, in the 1970s
2.9 per cent and in the
1980s0 5.6 per cent. And, he
has rightly observed: “It is
widely believed that Indian
economy witnessed near
stagnation in real GDP
growth till the late 1970s. A
closer review of the per-
formance of Indian econo-
my, however, suggests a
continuing increase in real
GDP growth over each
decade since Independence,

except for the 1970s.”
We must avoid the

hypothetical criticism that if
India had adopted the open
economy system from the
time of Independence, it
would have resulted in a
faster growth and that India
would have become a
wealthy country. Even
today, if India were to grow
at a faster pace — and the
country is not growing at a
faster pace — it will remain
a middle-income country.
India will not become a rich
economy because of the
population factor. There
may be some advantages of
India emerging as the most
populous country, overtak-
ing China, but it does not
offer economic advantages.
Chinese leaders are aware
of this fact.

Unfortunately, Indian
leaders seem to be carried
away by growth figures.
More importantly, the
Indian private sector was
not prepared to take up the
challenge of economic

growth after 1947. From
the 1950s to the 1980s, the
government had to hand-
hold the private sector, and
the seeds of crony capital-
ism go back to that era.

And as pointed out by
economist Amartya Sen as
far back as 1980, in his
Coromandel Lectures, India,
as a democratic country
with a free media, had
avoided the catastrophe of
the Great Leap Forward of
the late 1950s and early
1960s, when 30 million
people are estimated to
have died in famine-hit
China. The role of democra-
cy in India’s economic
growth is not to be underes-
timated. It kept the relations
between society, economy
and polity on an even keel.

It was Abid Hussain,
former Commerce
Secretary in the
Government of India, who
argued the case well for
economic reforms persua-
sively in the 1980s. Many
people had not noticed the

winds of change that were
blowing through India in
the 1980s, when Indira
Gandhi returned to power,
and when Rajiv Gandhi
served as Prime Minister
from 1984 to 1989. Hussain
argued that the public sec-
tor was the need of the hour
in the 1950s and the 1960s
and the private sector was
needed in the 1980s. He
said that there was no need
for ideological quibbles over
socialism and market econ-
omy.

Many of the diehard
Left ideologues refused to
accept the opening up of
the economy, and many of
the market fanatics wanted
to count economic history
from 1991 and deemed the
40 years before that as the
socialist ‘dark age’. A great
failure of both eras of the
economy after
Independence — the
planned and market eras —
has been on the social sec-
tor front, especially health
and education. And
between the two, education
has been neglected more.
India’s young population
today is deprived of good
education. Neither the gov-
ernment schools nor the
private ones are bothered
about making education the
keystone of development.
Education is seen either as a
utilitarian or an ideological
tool. It is being used for
brainwashing.

The growth of economy
is closely connected to edu-
cation. And it is not enough
to turn out technicians. We
need educated citizens as
well as educated workers:
those who can think and
who can question, who can
change and who can create.
India has failed to achieve
this ideal.

Questions have often arisen about
the integrity of Pakistan’s higher
judiciary. Its Supreme Court, how-
ever, acted swiftly, on July 26, while
dealing with what was an unlawful
action by the Speaker of Punjab’s
Legislative Assembly. The court
overturned an announcement of
the Speaker, Dost Mohammed
Mazari, that Hamza Shahbaz, the
son of PM Shehbaz Sharif, was the
victor in the Punjab Assembly’s
vote for electing a new chief minis-
ter. The Speaker fraudulently
claimed that he had received 179
votes, while his opponent, veteran
Muslim League leader, Chaudhry
Parvez Elahi, had got only 176
votes. The court’s decision, leading
to the election of Elahi, came at a
time when there was growing
unrest across Pakistan at the spi-
ralling prices of essential commodi-
ties. The federal government head-
ed by Shehbaz Sharif was being held
responsible for this situation. While
Imran Khan would decisively win
the elections in the present environ-
ment, there appears little possibility
that the next army chief will be his
nominee.

These developments came at a
time when Imran Khan was gaining
popularity and exploiting public
anger. While Shehbaz Sharif has
done better than Imran Khan in
economic policies, the reality is that
Pakistan’s economy was heading for
a tailspin. The life of the common
man was becoming impossible. The
rate of inflation was officially
acknowledged as 21.3%.

Pakistan has always believed
that it can influence the US to pay its
bills, like Washington did during the
Cold War, and later when the US
forces were in Afghanistan. The US
and its allies have, however, seen
through this ploy. Pakistan’s exter-
nal debt is rising sharply, and its for-
eign exchange reserves have fallen
sharply, to around $10 billion. While
Pakistan describes itself as the ‘all-
weather friend’ of China, the
Chinese do not give anything free of
cost to anybody. Pakistan will, how-
ever, continue receiving defence
equipment from China at conces-
sional terms. But Pakistan should
remember that Sri Lanka was
forced to hand over control of the
Hambantota Port to China when it
could not repay the cost of its con-

struction. China could do likewise
for its investments, like in the
Gwadar Port in Balochistan, or else-
where across CPEC. That would
appear unlikely at present. Pakistan
is, after all, a crucial partner in
China’s policy of ‘strategic contain-
ment’ of India.

Pakistan has long believed that
it can balance its budget by tying
itself to major powers. It remained
an ‘ally’ of China and the US for
decades. China recently provided a
loan of $2.3 billion to Pakistan and
has committed itself to back moves
to end international sanctions on
Pakistan by the International
Financial Action Task Force (FATF).
New Delhi is, meanwhile, respond-
ing to such moves by China with
offers for supply of BrahMos mis-
siles to countries like Vietnam, the
Philippines and Indonesia, which
face frequent intrusions into their
waters by Chinese warships.
China’s next move will be to expand
transportation corridors through
Pakistan to Afghanistan, to exploit
Afghanistan’s huge resources of
minerals and metals.

Imran Khan is exhilarated at the
recent developments, which appear
to have persuaded him that he is on
the comeback trail to power. The

recent byelection results in
Pakistan’s most populous state,
Punjab, indicate that he is riding the
wave of national approval. While the
national elections are not scheduled
till October, there is an equally
important event scheduled in
November — the appointment of a
new army chief, who, like his pred-
ecessors, will wield immense influ-
ence on the government,
Parliament, and even the judiciary.
Imran Khan’s favourite as the next
chief is the Corps Commander of
Peshawar, Lt Gen Faiz Hameed, who
had served him loyally as the ISI
chief. Faiz is, however, only 10th in
the order of seniority. 

Imran Khan would like to have a
decisive say in the appointment of
the army chief. He had experienced
the power and influence of army
chief General Bajwa, when he was
unceremoniously ousted from
power. Hence, his demands are for
an early, or even immediate ouster
of the Shehbaz Sharif government,
and for holding early parliamentary
elections. While Imran Khan would
decisively win the elections in the
present environment, there now
appears little possibility that the
next army chief will be his nominee.
General Bajwa continues in office

till November 29 and will recom-
mend his successor.  India needs to
move adroitly to see that interna-
tional pressure on Pakistan to halt
support for terrorism continues. It
was such pressure by the FATF that
compelled Pakistan to act against
the likes of the Lashkar-e-Taiba
chief, Hafiz Saeed. But others, like
the leader of the Jaish-e-
Mohammed, Maulana Masood
Azhar, who was a central figure dur-
ing the hijacking of IC 814, and,
thereafter, responsible for several
terrorist attacks, remains
untouched.  China has also made it
clear that it would call for an end to
sanctions and the surveillance of
Pakistan’s actions and policies by
the FATF.  Moreover, the infrastruc-
ture of terrorism, established by the
ISI, is still in place.  Pakistan-spon-
sored terrorism could even take
new dimensions in the event of a
return to power by the duo of Imran
Khan and Lt Gen Faiz Hameed. This
was evident when General Bajwa,
who believes that he outranks even
cabinet ministers, pleaded tele-
phonically with US Deputy
Secretary of State Wendy Sherman
for assistance in securing the early
release of IMF funds, which Pakistan
desperately needs. 

Why our economic growth has been patchy

Imran on comeback trail

PARSA VENKATESHWAR RAO

G PARTHASARATHY

These developments
came at a time when
Imran Khan was gain-
ing popularity and
exploiting public anger.
While Shehbaz Sharif
has done better than
Imran Khan in eco-
nomic policies, the
reality is that
Pakistan’s economy
was heading for a tail-
spin. The life of the
common man was
becoming impossible.
The rate of inflation
was officially acknowl-
edged as 21.3%.

Bypoll results in Pak Punjab indicate he is riding the wave of national approval

A great failure of
both eras of the
economy after
Independence —
the planned and
market eras —
has been on the
social sector front,
especially health
and education.
Between the two,
education has
been neglected
more. India’s
youth today are
deprived of good
education. Neither
the government
schools nor the
private ones are
bothered about
making education
the keystone of
development.
Education is seen
as either a utili-
tarian or an ideo-
logical tool. It is
being used for
brainwashing.

It has kept the relations between society, economy and polity on an even keel.
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INTERNATIONAL

LONDON: (AGENCY)

A senior British minister
admitted Friday "I don't
know where Boris is" as the
premier checked out on
holiday, in a week that saw
the Bank of England warn a
year-long recession is com-
ing. Downing Street has
refused to say where Prime
Minister Boris Johnson is
holidaying for a belated
honeymoon with wife
Carrie this week, but The
Times newspaper said the
couple were in Slovenia.

Johnson will have a lot
more time on his hands
after September 6, when he
is due to hand over to either
Liz Truss or Rishi Sunak as
Conservative leader, but
decided to take a break
sooner. The opposition
Labour party accused the
government's two senior-
most ministers of being
"missing in action" -- with
Chancellor of the Exchequer
Nadhim Zahawi also on hol-
iday. "I don't know where
Boris is, but I'm in constant

contact with him," Business
Secretary and Truss sup-
porter Kwasi Kwarteng told
Times Radio. 

He said he exchanges
WhatsApp messages with
both Johnson and Zahawi
"all the time", and insisted
that criticism the govern-
ment was doing nothing
about the economic crisis
was "false". Zahawi said he

had remained in touch with
Bank of England governor
Andrew Bailey on Thursday
after the central bank hiked
interest rates from 1.25 to
1.75 percent, the biggest
rise in 27 years. The BoE is
trying to rein in surging
inflation, which it warned
could peak at 13.3 percent,
as it forecast the UK econo-
my would enter a recession

in the fourth quarter that
will last until late 2023.

"For me, like I'm sure
lots of others, there is no
such thing as a holiday and
not working. I never had
that in the private sector,
not in government," Zahawi
said in a statement. Foreign
Secretary Truss and Sunak,
Zahawi's predecessor as
chancellor, clashed anew

over how to address the cri-
sis in a televised debate late
Thursday.

A recession is "not
inevitable", said Truss, who
surveys of Tory members
suggest is on course to suc-
ceed Johnson.  She plans an
emergency budget to lower
taxes immediately to com-
bat the cost-of-living crisis,
and to review the independ-
ent central bank's inflation-
fighting mandate.

"To say to people, your
real incomes are being
squeezed and I'm going to
put your taxes up, I think is
just adding insult to injury,"
Kwarteng told Sky News.

But Sunak said tax cuts
financed with more bor-
rowing would force the BoE
to increase interest rates
even more, insisting on the
need to maintain fiscal
rigour and tame the price
pressures first. Former cab-
inet minister Liam Fox, who
supports Sunak, warned
against "magical solutions"
via debt-financed tax cuts as
proposed by Truss.

BEIJING: (AGENCY)

Chinese missiles flew over
Taiwan during Beijing's lat-
est military drills, state
media reported Friday, as
the country pressed ahead
with exercises encircling
the island following a visit
by US House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi. Pelosi was the high-
est-profile US official to
head to Taiwan in years,
defying stark threats from
Beijing, which views the
self-ruled island as its terri-
tory. China launched a
series of exercises in multi-
ple zones around Taiwan in
response, straddling some
of the busiest shipping
lanes in the world.Beijing is
yet to formally confirm
whether missiles overflew
the islands during the drills,
while Taipei has refused to
confirm or deny the flight
paths, citing intelligence
concerns. But Japan's
defence ministry said of the
nine missiles it had detect-
ed, four were "believed to
have flown over Taiwan's
main island". On Friday, a
hashtag shared by state
media asking "what does it
mean for the People's
Liberation Army's conven-

tional missiles to pass over
Taiwan island?" attracted
some 43.7 million views on
China's Twitter-like Weibo.

"Our exercises this
time included live-firing
tests, and it was the first

time they crossed Taiwan
island," Meng Xiangqing, a
professor at China's mili-
tary-affiliated National
Defence University, told
state broadcaster CCTV,
lauding the accuracy of
Beijing's capabilities.

He added that they
passed through an airspace
where Patriot missiles -- a
highly mobile surface-to-air
missile system that would
be a crucial defence against
Chinese warplanes -- are

densely deployed. The latest
drills also represented the
PLA's closest-ever exercises
to the island, its first encir-
clement and the first time it
set up a shooting range east
of Taiwan, Meng said.

China's official Xinhua
news agency reported that
the military "flew more than
100 warplanes including
fighters and bombers" dur-
ing the exercises, as well as
"over 10 destroyers and
frigates."

The latest drills are
expected to continue until
midday Sunday, and have
sparked outrage from the
United States, Japan and the
European Union, as well as
Taipei.

Don't Know Where Boris Is: UK Minister
On PM's Leave Amid Economic Crisis

Chinese Missiles Flew Over Taiwan
During Military Drills: Report

China Sanctions US House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi Over

Taiwan Visit: Report
BEIJING: (AGENCY)

China's foreign ministry announced sanctions against US
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi on Friday, after her visit to
Taiwan this week prompted fury and shows of military
force from Beijing. The ministry said Pelosi was "serious-
ly interfering in China's internal affairs and seriously
undermining China's sovereignty and territorial integri-
ty" with the visit, and that Beijing would "impose sanc-
tions on Pelosi and her immediate family", without giv-
ing further details. China has announced sanctions on a
number of US officials in recent years for acting against
what it views as its core interests and speaking out on
human rights issues in Hong Kong and the northwestern
region of Xinjiang, often without specifying punitive
measures. In March this year Beijing said it was impos-
ing visa restrictions on an undisclosed list of United
States officials who had allegedly "concocted lies on
human rights issues involving China".  

Multiple China Warplanes,
Warships Cross "Median

Line" Of Strait: Taiwan
TAIPEI: (AGENCY)

Taipei's military said Chinese fighter jets and ships
crossed the median line that runs down the Taiwan
Strait on Friday, calling Beijing's latest military drills
"highly provocative". "As of 11am, multiple batches of
Chinese warplanes and warships conducted exercises
around the Taiwan Strait and crossed the median line of
the strait," the defence ministry said in a statement. "This
Chinese military exercise, whether it be the launch of
ballistic missiles or the deliberate crossing of the median
line of the strait, is a highly provocative act." The median
line is an unofficial but once largely adhered-to border
that runs down the middle of the Taiwan Strait, which
separates Taiwan and China.

KARACHI: (AGENCY)

Pakistan's Finance Minister
Miftah Ismail on Friday said
the government would con-
tinue to curb imports for
the next three months, as
he warned of "bad days"
ahead for the cash-strapped
country. Addressing a cere-
mony at the Pakistan Stock
Exchange here, the minister

said that the government
headed by Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif was suffer-
ing because of the econom-
ic policies taken by the erst-
while Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf regime led by ousted
prime minister Imran
Khan.

"During the previous
Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) govern-
ment, the country's budget
deficit was USD 1,600 bil-
lion, and in the last four
years under the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf regime,
that figure ballooned to USD
3,500," Geo TV quoted
Ismail as saying.

"No country can grow
and be stable with this kind
of current account deficit,"
he asserted. "When you
raise the budget deficit and
also increase the loans by
80 per cent, it has an
adverse impact on the

economy," he explained. "I
will not allow imports to
increase for three months
and, in the meantime, we
will come up with a policy. I
understand that growth will
be reduced for a bit but I
have no other choice," the
Dawn newspaper quoted
the finance minister as say-
ing. Pakistan's import bill
for the previous fiscal year

stood at USD 80 billion,
while exports amounted to
USD 31 billion. He noted
that the current govern-
ment had to save the coun-
try from a possible default
and had to take immediate
and short-term measures.
"Maybe it was unwise in the
long-term," he lamented.

"We are on the right
track, but obviously we
might see bad days. If we
control our imports for
three months, we can boost
our exports through vari-
ous means," he asserted.

Talking about the
exchange rate, Ismail noted
that dollar outflows had
been surpassing inflows,
which is why the rupee had
fallen sharply against the
greenback over the last
month. The Pakistani rupee
appreciated 2.15 against
the US dollar for the sixth
consecutive session during

intra-day trade in the inter-
bank market, to touch 224
against the greenback on
Friday.

Since Khan's ouster in
April, Pakistan's currency
has plummeted to an all-
time low of 240, amid
uncertainty about IMF
assistance.

Last week, New York-
based rating agency S&P
Global revised Pakistan's
long-term ratings from 'sta-
ble' to 'negative' due to spi-
ralling inflation and tighter
global financial conditions.

Pakistan reached a
staff-level agreement with
the IMF last month followed
by months of deeply unpop-
ular belt-tightening by the
government, which took
power in April and has
effectively eliminated fuel
and power subsidies and
introduced new measures
to broaden the tax base.

The new government
has slashed a raft of subsi-
dies to meet the demands of
global financial institutions
but risks the wrath of an
electorate already strug-
gling under the weight of
double-digit inflation.

Pakistan had hoped for
a quick revival of the
bailout, but the IMF has so
far not released the much-
needed installment.

IMF's Resident
Representative for Pakistan
Esther Perez Ruiz, following
the staff-level agreement,
earlier this week said the
country had completed the
last precondition increasing
the petroleum development
levy for the combined sev-
enth and eighth reviews. An
original USD 6 billion
bailout package was signed
by former prime minister
Imran Khan in 2019.

Briefs News
TOKYO: (AGENCY)

Japanese companies are
temporarily shutting offices
or suspending production
as they battle a record wave
of COVID-19, disrupting
businesses in a country that
has until now weathered
the pandemic better than
most advanced economies.
Automakers Toyota Motor
Corp and Daihatsu Motor
Co last week halted produc-
tion line shifts because of
employee infections. KFC
Holdings Japan Ltd has had

to shut some fast-food
restaurants and move staff
to fill gaps, while Japan Post
Holdings Co has temporari-
ly shut more than 200 mail-
ing centres. Japan's tally of
Covid cases has surged past
those of other countries as
the full impact of the BA.4
and BA.5 variants dominat-
ing around the world hits
home. Japan had more than
1.4 million new COVID
cases over the past week,
World Health Organization
data showed.

"We have divided the
meal time into several time
slots and have told workers
to sit in one direction and
not to talk at all," Subaru
Corp CFO Katsuyuki
Mizuma told reporters
recently, describing how
the automaker was trying
to fend off infections and
work stoppages. Newly
diagnosed COVID cases
reached an all-time high for

Japan of almost 250,000 on
W e d n e s d a y .
Hospitalisations and deaths
are on the rise too but not
as drastically as in previous
waves because of the
prevalence of vaccinations
and booster shots. Japan
has had an enviable record
in its response to Covid,
avoiding the disruptive
lockdowns and big death
tolls that have accompanied
the pandemic elsewhere.

The country of 125.8
million people has had
more than 32,000 deaths, a
fraction of the tolls in the
United States and Britain,
for example.

The latest outbreak
will likely show whether it
can maintain its flexible
response aimed at "living
with corona" and limiting
the economic impact, par-
ticularly if the disruption
now being felt gets worse of
lasts for an extended period.

"There is still a short-
age of semiconductors and
the spread of the coron-
avirus is currently increas-
ing," a Toyota spokesperson
said last week.

"The future remains
unpredictable." Health
authorities advise that
those who test positive
should quarantine for 10
days and their close contacts
should isolate for at least
five. Toshihiro Nagahama,
chief economist at the Dai-
ichi Life Group, said pro-
duction and retail would
feel some pain as infected
people and their close con-
tacts stay at home. "As infec-
tions and close contacts
increase, that will certainly
weigh on people's confi-
dence to go out for meals,
shopping and the like," he
said. 

BEIJING: (AGENCY)

China said Friday it was
ending cooperation with
the United States on a litany
of key issues including cli-
mate change, anti-drug
efforts and military talks, as
relations between the two
superpowers nosedive over
the island of Taiwan. Beijing
has reacted furiously to a
visit by US House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi to the island,
which it claims as its territo-
ry and has vowed to retake,
by force if necessary. It has
since Thursday encircled
the self-ruled, democratic
island with a series of huge
military drills that have
been roundly condemned
by the United States and
other Western allies.

And Friday saw its for-
eign ministry hit back fur-
ther against the United
States, suspending talks and
cooperation on multiple
agreements between the
two -- including on fighting

climate change. The world's
two largest polluters last
year pledged to work
together to accelerate cli-
mate action this decade, and
vowed to meet regularly to
"address the climate crisis".
But that deal looks shaky as
relations sink to some of
their lowest levels in years,
as do agreements on every-
thing from talks on military
matters to anti-drug coop-
eration.

Pelosi -- who was also
hit with sanctions by
Beijing for the visit -- has
defended her trip to Taiwan,
saying Friday that
Washington would "not

allow" China to isolate the
island. Taiwan has also con-
demned Beijing's furious
response to the visit, with
premier Su Tseng-chang
calling for allies to push for
de-escalation. "(We) didn't
expect that the evil neigh-
bour next door would show
off its power at our door
and arbitrarily jeopardise
the busiest waterways in
the world with its military
exercises," he told
reporters.

- 'Our motherland is
powerful' - Beijing has said
its military exercises will
continue until midday
Sunday, and Taipei report-

ed that Chinese fighter jets
and ships crossed the
"median line" that runs
down the Taiwan Strait on
Friday morning. "As of 11
am, multiple batches of
Chinese warplanes and
warships conducted exer-
cises around the Taiwan
Strait and crossed the medi-
an line of the strait,"
Taipei's defence ministry
said in a statement. AFP

journalists on the Chinese
island of Pingtan saw a
fighter jet flying overhead,
prompting tourists to snap
photos as it flew along the
coast. A Chinese military
vessel was also visible sail-
ing through the Taiwan
Strait, they added. China's
drills involved a "conven-
tional missile firepower
assault" in waters to the
east of Taiwan.

Meal Slots, No Talking: Japan
Companies Face

"Unpredictable" Covid Again

China Ending Cooperation With US On Many Issues Amid Taiwan Row

"Bad Days Ahead," Warns
Pakistan's Finance Minister

Woman Set Off Fire
To "Embarrass

Boyfriend", Kills 46,
Gets Life Sentence

TAIWAN: (AGENCY)

A Taiwanese woman who
set off the island's deadliest
fire in decades to get back
at her boyfriend escaped
the death penalty Friday as
the court handed down a
life sentence. Last
October's inferno in the
southern city of Kaohsiung
raged through multiple
floors of a dilapidated 13-
storey apartment block for
hours, killing 46 people and
injuring 41. Authorities had
said the blaze started when
the defendant Huang Ke-ke,
51, left unextinguished
incense ashes on a sofa
before leaving the building.

Huang was indicted on
murder and arson charges
in January, with prosecu-
tors seeking her execution.
Prosecutors said she delib-
erately started the fire to
"embarrass" her boyfriend,
who she suspected of
cheating, and had shown
no remorse for her actions.

Kaohsiung district
court on Friday convicted
Huang on charges of arson
and negligence leading to
death, and sentenced her to
life in prison. "The defen-
dant didn't have motive to
inflict damage on other res-
idents in the building... the
murder offence didn't stand
because she didn't deliber-
ately" cause the deaths, the
court said in a statement.
Huang admitted.
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CALCUTTA : (AGENCY)

Around 10.20pm (British
time, 2.50am, Thursday,
IST) on Wednesday, Saurav
Ghosal could finally be
reached on a WhatsApp call.
Not too many hours had
passed since he had won
bronze after beating close
friend James Willstrop of
England and scripted a
milestone by being India’s
first-ever singles medallist
in squash at the
Commonwealth Games.

A resident of upscale DL
Khan Road at present, this
Saurav, even if he’s not con-
nected with cricket, has
made Calcutta proud as well
with his achievement. Yet,
there was a sense of calm-
ness and poise in his voice,
which underlined his focus
and yearning for more suc-
cess. The singles bronze
done and dusted, his goal
now is a gold medal in the
mixed doubles category
with Dipika Pallikal.

“Obviously, this bronze
medal means a hell of a lot

for me. It’s been a big day
for me as well as the Indian
squash fraternity. But my
focus now shifts to mixed
doubles, where Dipika and I
are targeting gold.

“We also have the PSA
World Tour championship
coming up, but that’s not on
my mind now. Mixed dou-

bles gold here is the sole
focus now,” Ghosal. Ghosal,
incidentally, is married to
Dipika’s sister Diya. For
Ghosal, this bronze is “big-
ger” than even his 2014
Asian Games team gold.
“You need to take into
account the sheer quality of
the opposition here,” he

pointed out. “In fact, this
bronze medal match was
the hardest in terms of the
mental aspect. It was a huge
occasion for me to take on
James, who’s a former
world No.1 and legend of the
game. So I needed to have a
clear mindset. “Now that I
have accomplished the task

successfully and come up
trumps over such a quality
opponent, I would say this
(bronze) shades the Asian
Games team gold and is big-
ger than that. This, proba-
bly, is my biggest medal so
far,” Ghosal elaborated.

Ghosal will turn 36 next
week (August 10), but by no
means is that figure a deter-
rent to him. It’s the drive to
be the best that keeps him
going.  “The drive to be the
best we possibly can is what
keeps people like me,
Achanta (Sharath Kamal)
and even Joshna
(Chinappa) going. We want
to be in the finest possible
shape so that we’re the best
in terms of our mindset and
performance as we wish to
leave behind an impact,”
Ghosal emphasised. The
Calcutta Racket Club, where
Ghosal has honed his skills
since his early days in the
circuit and won several
games, is also planning a
grand felicitation for the
world No.15 after he returns
from Birmingham.

BIRMINGHAM : (AGENCY)

Pakistan javelin thrower
Arshad Nadeem says he will
miss competing against
India's Olympic champion
Neeraj Chopra at the
Commonwealth Games
here as they are part of
'one' family. Neeraj won a
historic silver at the World
Championships last month
with a throw of 88.13m as
Arshad finished fifth after
becoming the first Pakistani
to qualify for the finals.

The Indian pulled out of
the CWG due to a groin
strain while Arshad, who
continues to nurse an
elbow injury, is expected to
be on the podium with
Grenada's Anderson Peters,
the favourite for gold. Peters
won the gold at recent
Worlds. "Neeraj bhai is my
brother. I miss him here.
May God give him the best
of health and I get to com-
pete with him soon,"
Arshad. The 'bromance' has
been brewing between
Indo-Pak rivals ever since
they took part in the South
Asian Games in 2016 in
Guwahati. Four years ago,
when Neeraj won the gold

and Arshad got bronze at
the Asian Games, the Indian
had not warmed up to the

Pakistani athlete fully but it
is not the case anymore.

"He is a good person.
Initially you tend to be a bit
reserve. When you get to
know each other, you tend
to open up.

"We have a very good
friendship. I hope he keeps
performing for India and I
keep performing for my
country. We both have
made an impact. We are like
one family," said the 25-
year-old.

The fifth place finish at
Worlds was a creditable fin-
ish for Arshad who made a
comeback from injury after
the 2020 Tokyo Olympics.

He is still carrying the same
elbow injury.

"After Tokyo Olympics, I

participated in the Worlds
after a long gap, I am feeling
good about my game. I have
an elbow injury and getting
treated for it."

Neeraj's personal best
of 89.94m is a tad shy of the
90m mark while Arshad's
best stands at 86.38.

"The way coaches are
seeing and the way I feel
about my game, I have set
myself a target of 95m," said
Arshad sounding rather
optimistic"

Neeraj's gold at the
Olympics captured the
imagination of the entire
nation and made him an
overnight star. 

For Saurav Ghosal, bronze shines
brighter than Asian gold

CALI (COLOMBIA)  : (AGENCY)

Rupal Chaudhary created
history by becoming the
first Indian athlete to win
two medals at the World
U20 Athletics
Championship as she fol-
lowed up her 4x400m relay
silver with a bronze medal
in the women's 400m here.

Hailing from a family
with modest means, her
father being a small time
farmer in Shahpur Jainpur
village in UP's Meerut dis-
trict, the 17-year-old has
been in incredible form hav-
ing run as many as four
400m races in just three
days.

Rupal clocked 51.85
seconds to finish third
behind Yemi Mary John
(51.50) of Great Britain and

Damaris Mutunga (51.71)
of Kenya on Thursday night.

On Tuesday, she had
won a silver as part of the
4x400m relay quartet that
finished second behind USA
with an Asian junior record
time of 3:17.76s.

On the same day, she
ran her individual 400m
first round heat before fea-

turing in the semi-finals on
Wednesday and final on
Thursday. She ran her per-
sonal best time twice in the
championships, first a
52.27s in semi-finals before
bettering it in the final.
Earlier this year, Rupal
stunned pre-race favourite
Priya Mohan of Karnataka
to clinch the gold medal in

the women's 400m at the
National U-20 Federation
Cup Athletics
Championships here on
Friday.

Rupal is the second
Indian to have won a medal
in the women's 400m after
Hima Das clinched a his-
toric gold in the 2018 edi-
tion of the championships
in Finland with a time of
51.46s. Olympic champion
javelin thrower Neeraj
Chopra was the first Indian
to win a gold in the champi-
onships in 2016 in Poland.
Rupal's bronze is India's
ninth medal overall from
the championships, which
was earlier known as World
Junior Championships. In
the last edition in Nairobi in
2021, India had won three
medals -- 2 silver, 1 bronze.

Amit Panghal, two
others book medals

BIRMINGHAM : (AGENCY)

Boxers Amit Panghal, Jasmine and Sagar Ahlawat won
their respective bouts on Thursday to move into the
semi-finals of the Commonwealth Games, guaranteeing
three more medals for India. Panghal, 26, registered a
dominating win over  Scotland’s Lennon Mulligan in the

flyweight (48-51kg)
quarter finals. The
Indian southpaw, who
had won a silver in the
last edition of the
Games, earned a unan-
imous verdict in his
favour outsmarting the
20-year-old Scot.   

Jasmine beat New
Zealand’s Troy Garton by a 4-1 split verdict in the
women’s lightweight (60kg) quarters.

Later in the day, Sagar overpowered Seychelles’
Keddy Evans Agnes in the men’s +92kg competition. The
22-year-old from Haryana notched up a 5-0 win in the
super heavyweight quarter-final clash. Nikhat Zareen
(50kg), Nitu Ganghas (48kg) and Mohammed
Hussamudin (57kg) have also reached the semi-finals in
their respective categories.

TT at CWG: Batra-Sathiyan,
Sharath-Sreeja pair

advance into quarters
BIRMINGHAM : (AGENCY)

India's Manika Batra and Sathiyan Gnanasekaran
stormed into the mixed doubles quarterfinals while their
compatriots Achanta Sharath Kamal and Akuja Sreeja
also advanced to the last eight stage at the
Commonwealth Games here on Friday.

The duo of Batra and Sathiyan defeated Nigerians
Olajide Omotayo and Ajoke Ojomu 11-7 11-6 11-7.

The two will face Malaysia's Javen Choong and Karen
Lyne in the first quarterfinal later in the day.

The pair of Sharath and Akula, on the other hand,
come from behind to beat Malaysia's Leond Chee Fang
and Ho Ying 5-11 11-2 11-6 11-5. Sharath and Akula will
square up against home favourites Liam Pitchford and
Tin-Tin Ho in the second quarterfinal clash.

We are not rivals, we are part
of javelin family: Nadeem on

friendship with Chopra
BIRMINGHAM : (AGENCY)

Pakistan javelin thrower Arshad Nadeem says he will
miss competing against India's Olympic champion
Neeraj Chopra at the Commonwealth Games here as
they are part of 'one' family. Neeraj won a historic silver
at the World Championships last month with a throw of
88.13m as Arshad finished fifth after becoming the first
Pakistani to qualify for the finals. The Indian pulled out of
the CWG due to a groin strain while Arshad, who contin-
ues to nurse an elbow injury, is expected to be on the
podium with Grenada's Anderson Peters, the favourite
for gold. Peters won the gold at recent Worlds. "Neeraj
bhai is my brother. I miss him here. May God give him
the best of health and I get to compete with him soon,"
Arshad. The 'bromance' has been brewing between
Indo-Pak rivals ever since they took part in the South
Asian Games in 2016 in Guwahati. Four years ago, when
Neeraj won the gold and Arshad got bronze at the Asian
Games, the Indian had not warmed up to the Pakistani
athlete fully but it is not the case anymore. "He is a good
person. Initially you tend to be a bit reserve. When you
get to know each other, you tend to open up. "We have a
very good friendship. I hope he keeps performing for
India and I keep performing for my country. We both
have made an impact. We are like one family," said the
25-year-old. The fifth place finish at Worlds was a cred-
itable finish for Arshad who made a comeback from
injury after the 2020 Tokyo Olympics. 

Rupal Chaudhary becomes first Indian to win two
medals at the World U20 Athletics Championship

BIRMINGHAM  : (AGENCY)

Murali Sreeshankar
clinched a silver in men's
long jump to give India its
second medal in athletics at
the Commonwealth Games
here on Thursday. The 23-
year-old Indian soared to
8.08m in his fifth attempt to
finish second behind
Laquan Nairn of Bahamas
in a nerve-wrecking men's
long jump final. Nairn also
had a best jump of 8.08m
but his second best of
7.98m was better than
7.84m of Sreeshankar.

Under rules, if two
jumpers are tied on same
distance, the one who has a
better second best effort
will be ranked ahead. Jovan
van Vuuren (8.06m) of

South Africa took the
bronze. The other Indian in
the fray, Muhammed Anees
Yahiya ended at fifth with a
best jump of 7.97m.
Sreeshankar's silver was
the best among Indian male
long jumpers in the CWG.
Suresh Babu had won a
bronze in the 1978 edition.

Among women, Prajusha
Maliakkal won a silver in
the 2010 edition in Delhi,
while legendary Anju Bobby
George bagged a bronze in
2002. On Wednesday,
Tejaswin Shankar had won
a bronze in men's high
jump to open India's medal
account in athletics in this

CWG. President Droupadi
Murmu on Friday applaud-
ed Murali Sreeshankar for
winning silver in long jump
at the Commonwealth
Games in Birmingham and
said his path-breaking
achievement will inspire
countless Indians, especially
the youth. Sreeshankar
clinched the silver in men's
long jump event on
Thursday. "Congratulations
to Sreeshankar for winning
silver in long jump at
#CommonweathGames.
Your long leap has brought
India's first ever medal for
this event in
Commonwealth Games.
This pathbreaking achieve-
ment will inspire countless
Indians, especially the
youth," Murmu tweeted.

CWG 2022: India's Murali Sreeshankar
wins silver medal in men's long jump

NEW DELHI : (AGENCY)

India's Sudhir claimed the
gold medal in men's heavy-
weight para powerlifting
event at the
Commonwealth Games
here on Thursday. Sudhir,
an Asian Para Games
bronze medallist, lifted
208kg in his first attempt
before increasing it to
212kg in his second effort
to gather 134.5 points and
break the Games record.

The 27-year-old Sudhir,
who has an impairment due
to the effects of polio, thus
opened India's para sports
medal account in the ongo-
ing CWG. Ikechukwu
Christian Obichukwu won
the silver with 133.6 points,
while Micky Yule bagged
the bronze with 130.9
points. Sudhir had won a
bronze in men's upto 88kg
with a best lift of 214kg at

the World Para Powerlifting
Asia-Oceania Open
Championship in South
Korea in June. Sudhir, who
had started powerlifting in
2013 in Sonipat, has also
qualified for Hangzhou

2022 Asian Para Games,
which was postponed to
next year.

President Droupadi
Murmu on Friday congratu-
lated Sudhir for his historic
feat in winning gold in para
powerlifting at the
Commonwealth Games in
Birmingham and said his
spirited performance has
brought.

Sudhir wins gold in men's
heavyweight para powerlifting

We are not rivals, we are part
of javelin family: Nadeem on

friendship with Chopra

Briefs News
CALCUTTA : (AGENCY)

High jumper Tejaswin
Shankar opened India’s
account in track and field at
the Birmingham Games on
Wednesday with a bronze
medal, and became the first
from the country to secure a
Commonwealth Games
medal in the event.
Tejaswin took home the
bronze with a best effort of
2.22m, which was short of
his season’s best of 2.27m
at the NCAA Track and Field
Outdoor Championships in
Eugene, USA, in June. New
Zealand’s Hamish Kerr won
the gold with 2.25m and
Australia’s Brandon Starc —
the younger brother of
Australia cricketer Mitchell
Starc — the silver.  “My per-
sonal best is 2.29 which
would have secured me a
gold yesterday,” Tejaswin

said at a SAI and JSW-facili-
tated media interaction on
Thursday. “But I feel in
championship meets, it is
more about a medal than a
record. “My personal view,
of course,” he added after a
pause. “My target is to jump
2.30. But for now, I have
zero regrets because to be
here, to take the first jump,
to hold the medal in my
hand, is a dream come true
for me.” The medal capped a
tense journey for the 23-
year-old who was initially
not picked in the Indian
squad after he failed to com-
pete in an inter-state meet
in Chennai, which clashed
with the NCAA event in the
US, where he studies.
Despite achieving the
2.27m automatic qualifying
mark for the CWG, Tejaswin
was omitted by the Athletics
Federation of India (AFI).

Tejaswin took the AFI to
court which ordered his
inclusion in the squad.

Tejaswin was eventually
added as a replacement for
Arokia Rajiv, the quarter-
mile runner who failed his
fitness test. Even that was
not the end of the drama, as
the IOA said the
Commonwealth Games had
not accepted their entry for
Tejaswin. Eventually he was

in, after two members of the
squad failed dope tests.

“The moment I landed

in Birmingham, there was
only one goal — to bring a
medal for the country. The
past did not matter.” What
was his strategy as he took
the field? “See, the weather
gets cooler from 7pm and
with it, the body tends to
stiffen. So I was determined
not to miss the earlier

jumps as it would get more
and more difficult as time
progressed.”

And how does he stay
focused on the field with so
many activities going on
around him? Alongside the
high jump, numerous track
events were on....the 10k,
the 100m heats. Even the
women’s javelin on the
other side of the field.

“Events like the high
jump and pole vault carry
on for hours. So an athlete
must be prepared for these
startstop-start-stop eventu-
alities. Adapting to situa-
tions is a part of every ath-
lete’s life.”  It has been
known for a while that he
harbours decathlon dreams.
“My participation in
decathlon at the Asian
Games is a certainty,” said
Tejaswin. “With constant
tendonitis on my knee, I

have not been able to jump
as much as I would like to.
But I have been able to sup-
plement my high jump
training by doing a lot of
long jump activities or hur-
dles. Then gradually I start-
ed doing well in 3-4 events
which triggered my desire
to participate in decathlon,”
he said. Has he heard from
his close pal Neeraj Chopra?
“Not from Neeraj yet but I
did get a call from his uncle
which I missed amid the
post-medal chaos. “At the
interview after the win,”
continued Tejaswin, “some
people compared my feat to
Neeraj’s. How ridiculous!
Imagine comparing his
Olympic gold to my
Commonwealth bronze!  “If
one person back home is
inspired by my bronze, I
shall consider that my
achievement.

CWG 2022: Jump to glory pushes decathlon dream

BIRMINGHAM : (AGENCY)

Manika Batra and Sreeja
Akula entered the women’s
singles quarterfinals in the
table tennis event of the
Commonwealth Games
here on Friday. Batra steam-
rolled Australian Jee
Minhyung 11-4 11-8 11-6
12-10 to book her place in
the quarterfinal.

The 27-year-old star
paddler will now take on
Singapore’s Jian Zeng in the
last eight-clash later tonight.
Sreeja, on the other hand,
played out a nerve-wrack-
ing encounter against
Charlotte Carey from Wales
to secure herself a last eight
berth. The 24-year-old
toiled hard but held her
nerves to beat Carey 8-11,
11-7, 12-14, 9-11, 11-4, 15-
13, 12-10. Sreeja will lock

horns with Canada’s Mo
Zhang in the quarter-final
which is also slated to be
held later tonight. Earlier in
the day, both Manika and
Sreeja also reached the
mixed doubles quarterfinal

events. Batra and mixed
doubles partner Sathiyan
Gnanasekaran humbled
Nigerians Olajide Omotayo
and Ajoke Ojomu 11-7 11-6
11-7. The two will face
Malaysia’s Javen Choong
and Karen Lyne in the first
quarter-final event on
Friday.

CWG TT: Manika Batra, Sreeja
Akula sail into TT singles quarters



7OPEN SEARCH
NEW DELHI, SATURDAY, AUGUST 06, 2022www.opensearch.co.in ENGLISH DAILY

BUSINESS

LONDON : (AGENCY)

The Bank of England raised
interest rates by half a per-
centage point on Thursday,
the largest jump since 1995,
as policymakers strength-
ened their efforts to tackle
inflation even as they
warned Britain was heading
into a long recession later
this year. The bank raised
rates from 1.25 per cent to
1.75 per cent, the highest
since 2008, as it forecast
the annual rate of inflation
would climb above 13 per
cent when household ener-
gy bills jump higher in
October.

That would be the high-
est level of inflation in 42
years. Much of the surge in
prices is still coming from
the global energy market,
the bank said. The outlook
for millions of UK house-
holds is grim.

Incomes, once adjusted

for inflation and taxes, are
predicted to fall sharply this
year and next, in the worst
decline in records dating
back to the 1960s. Britain
will enter a recession in the
last quarter of this year that
will last through to the end
of 2023, the BoE has fore-

cast. “The latest rise in gas
prices has led to another
significant deterioration in
the outlook for activity” in
Britain and the rest of
Europe, policymakers said
according to minutes of this
week’s meeting.

Britain “is now project-

ed to enter recession.” The
National Institute of
Economic and Social
Research, a London-based
think tank, said the econo-
my was entering a reces-
sion in this quarter and
would lose 1 per cent of
gross domestic product

over three quarters. Rupee
down The rupee on
Tuesday fell sharply against
the dollar with dealers riled
by India’s burgeoning trade
deficit, while hawkish com-
ments from US Federal
Reserve officials made them
apprehensive.

Meanwhile, a poll of
analysts by Reuters warned
that the currency will trade
near its historic low in the
next three months. At the
inter-bank forex markets,
the domestic unit settled at
79.47 to the greenback, a
drop of 31 paise over the
previous close of 79.16 on
Tuesday. All attention is on
the monetary policy com-
mittee of the RBI, which is
expected to hike the repo
rate by at least 35 basis
points on Friday. After
falling below the 80-mark in
July, the rupee recovered
sharply in recent sessions
an

United Kingdom hikes
rate, sees recession

Reliance to bring
in Balenciaga

MUMBAI : (AGENCY)

Reliance has signed a long-term franchise deal with
French fashion house Balenciaga, the latest in a flurry of
deals the conglomerate has signed with high-end brands.
Reliance Brands Ltd(RBL), a unit of the conglomerate
that also runs India’s leading retail chain, said in a state-
ment it would be Balenciaga’s sole partner in India. “It’s
the most opportune time to introduce the brand to the
country as the Indian luxury customer has matured and
is using fashion as a form of creative expression of their
individuality,” Darshan Mehta, managing director of RBL,

said in the statement.
Reliance, run by one
of India’s richest
men, Mukesh
Ambani, has been on
a deal making spree,
signing franchise
agreements with
brands such as Gap

and British coffee and sandwich chain Pret A Manger.
Targeting growth in luxury, Reliance is building a mall
with dozens of outlets for powerhouse brands from
Louis Vuitton to Gucci, documents reviewed by Reuters
showed in April. RBL has recently inked a long-term dis-
tribution agreement with Maison Valentino to launch the
famous Italian Maison de Couture in India. RBL will open
the first Valentino boutique in Delhi, followed by a flag-
ship store in Mumbai. RBL has a portfolio of brand part-
nerships with leading global brands, including Armani
Exchange, Burberry, Canali, Coach, Diesel, Dune,
Emporio Armani, Gas, Giorgio Armani, Hamleys, Hugo
Boss, Jimmy Choo, Michael Kors, Versace, Villeroy &
Boch and West Elm.

Perfios Holds High, Not One,
But Three Distinguished

Corporate Awards
NEW DELHI : (AGENCY)

The IDEASFEST 2022 - The Best Brands and Leaders in
India, organized by WCRCINT and WCRC Leaders, Asia,
on May 28th, 2022, awarded Perfios three prestigious
titles, earmarking the exceptional corporate rigor that
the firm brings to today’s India Inc.  This spring quarter
saw a golden feather being added to the Perfios cap when
the firm brought home three coveted awards. The
Perfios motto to achieve business excellence has always
been, "You have to win at the workplace before you can
win at the marketplace”.   

This practised belief stood true to testament when
Perfios was named ‘India's Best Brands & Leaders 2022’
and the ‘Most Valuable Workplace 2022’.

Perfios not only weathered through the domino
effects of COVID-19, but also upheld the company morale
amongst its employees during those turbulent times. The
Perfios family was recognized for this outstanding effort
and today they celebrate their gesture of being a whole-
some, healthy and valuable workplace.

The third highly distinguished accolade at the
IdeasFest 2022, India's Inspirational Leader 2022, was
merited to Perfios’ most trusted Chief Business Officer,
Mr. Sabyasachi Goswami

With over 20+ years of rich experience in financial
services, fintech and product technology sector, Mr.
Sabyasachi Goswami is the business strategic backbone
of Perfios. This prestigious award title recognizes his
continuous efforts in channelling his vast experience
and knowledge to leverage the first mover advantage in
the financial services industry by strategically capturing
a major chunk of the market and establishing Perfios’
dominance in the fintech industry.

Perfios, India’s leading Product-Technology company,
is a category creator in the FinTech space, providing
businesses with real-time decisioning, analysis and cred-
it underwriting capabilities. Perfios pioneered the digital
tech when it was still nascent in the Indian ecosystem
and since then has exponentially grown to serve 800+
financial institutions with its wide array of customized
innovative product solutions. Perfios specializes in data
aggregation and analytics to aid businesses with valued
real time financial decisions. Perfios believes in positive-
ly harbouring an Emotional Quotient while developing
new products by acutely understanding consumer senti-
ments, to derive precise value of the innovations.

NEW DELHI : (AGENCY)

The Reserve Bank of India
has hiked its trend-setting
lending rate to pre-pandem-
ic levels as it struggles to
tame stubbornly high infla-
tion and shield the rupee
from attack.  The central
bank increased its repur-
chase rate, better known as
the repo, by half a percent-
age point to 5.40 per cent
on Friday. 

Explaining the bank’s
move, RBI governor
Shaktikanta Das said he
believed domestic inflation
had peaked but added it was
still at “unacceptably high
levels” and could threaten
growth.

The rate increase was at
the top end of analysts’ fore-
casts. But Das said a 50-
basis-point rise “has
become the new normal
(globally) and large number
of central banks are now
hiking by 75-to-100 basis
points.”  India’s repo rate is

at its highest since August
2019 before Covid-19 trig-
gered a wave of rate cuts
aimed at stimulating the
economy.

The ailing rupee, which
had been hovering near
record lows, strengthened
by 0.5 per cent to 79.07 to
the dollar on the back of the
bank’s announcement. The
currency has lost around 7
per cent against the dollar
since the start of 2022 as
foreign investors have
headed for safer havens and
the government’s trade
deficit has climbed to
record levels.

It was the third time
since May that the central
bank has lifted the lending
rate. The bank has raised
the repo by 140 points since
it began its rate-hiking cycle.
“We are not done with rate
hiking cycle yet and we
could brace for continued
northward journey in
rates,” said Lakshmi Iyer,
chief debt investment offi-

cer at Kotak Mahindra AMC.
“Inflation seems to be at the
forefront of the (bank’s)
move” and there is “no
dovish” message in the
bank’s announcement,” Iyer
added. Analysts believe
more rate hikes are in store
with most expecting the
repo to hit at 5.75-6.0 per
cent by year end. Even if the
monsoon is normal and
crude oil prices average
$105 a barrel for the year,
Das said he expected infla-
tion to remain “at elevated
levels” of 6.7 per cent for
2022-23 – above the RBI’s

six-per-cent tolerance level.
Das warned that “sustained
high inflation” could “harm
growth in the medium
term.”  June retail inflation
stood at 7.01 per cent, down
slightly from 7.04 per cent
the previous month, follow-
ing a decline in prices of
crude and edible oils. While
globally commodity prices
have softened, there are
fears in India that inflation,
especially food inflation,
could worsen in coming
months as the monsoon
rains have been patchy. Also,
the softer rupee has pushed

up costs of imported food,
goods and machinery. 

The latest rate hike
comes in the wake of mone-
tary tightening around the
world led by the US Federal
Reserve’s efforts to curb
inflation, which is due partly
to supply-chain problems
and higher energy costs
caused by Russia’s invasion
of Ukraine and the pandem-
ic.  Inflation in India is “pri-
marily due to supply issues
and imported inflation,” Das
said. “The Indian economy
has been impacted by the
global economic situation.
We have been grappling
with high inflation and
financial markets have been
volatile,” he added.

While India has been
tapping its foreign exchange
reserves to ensure no sharp
downward moves in the
rupee, the country still has
the fourth-largest forex
reserves worldwide, Das
said. Changes in the repo
normally get reflected in the

interest rates charged by
commercial banks that lend
to the public and business-
es. Despite the rate rises
that normally depress eco-
nomic activity, the RBI said
it was sticking with its fore-
cast that the economy will
grow by 7.2 per cent in the
current financial year. 

“Resilient economic
activity gives the RBI space
to act to contain inflation,”
Das told reporters at a tele-
vised news conference. “In
times of turbulence, the
Indian economy is an island
of stability,” he added.

The rate hikes are hav-
ing an impact on borrow-
ers. The rise in repo rate
since May means that bor-
rowers who were paying
around 6.8-7 per cent inter-
est on their loans will now
be paying 8.2-8.4 per cent. 

The RBI was seen as
slow at the outset in raising
rates to combat inflation
and now economists say it
is “frontloading”.

RBI hikes key lending rate by 50 basis points to 5.40 to tame ‘unacceptably high’ inflation

NEW DELHI : (AGENCY)

Gautam Adani is soaring to
heights where no Indian bil-
lionaire has gone before.
He’s worth an astounding
$130.5 billion which is up
almost $20 billion from two
weeks ago, according to the
Forbes Real-Time
Billionaires List which
tracks daily wealth move-
ments of the world’s super-
rich.   What’s amazing is
that Adani, who’s now the
world’s fourth richest per-
son, has sailed past the
world’s tech superstars like
Google founders Sergey
Brin and Larry Page. The
self-made Gujarat-based
tycoon also comfortably
overtook the most famous
veterans of the Rich List like
Microsoft’s Bill Gates and
Berkshire Hathaway CEO
Warren Buffett. On July 21,
Adani was reckoned to be

worth $112.5 billion. On
Thursday, he was calculated
to be worth $131.2 billion.

Adani is now far wealth-
ier according to Forbes than
Mukesh Ambani of Reliance
Industries who’s worth
$94.5 billion on the Forbes
Real-Time Billionaires List.
Ambani and Adani have
been trading places as
India’s and Asia’s richest
person. In fact, Ambani was
the richest Indian in early
June with a fortune of
$104.8 billion but Adani has
put significant distance
between them in the past
two months.

In 2021, the annual
Forbes Rich List estimated
Ambani’s worth at $92.7
billion. Adani was way
behind at $74.8 billion.
Amazingly, Adani’s wealth
has shot up by almost $60
billion in less than a year.
The latest numbers come as

Adani Enterprises, the flag-
ship company of the ports-
to-energy Adani Group, on
Thursday reported a 73 per

cent jump in consolidated
net profit at Rs 469 crore
for the quarter ending June
30, 2022. Adani
Enterprises’ revenue from
operations leapt 225 per
cent to Rs 40,844 crore.
Commenting on the results,

Adani, who’s the company
chairman, said the group
“continues to prove itself as
one of the world's most suc-

cessful multi-industry incu-
bators." The company oper-
ates as an incubator, estab-
lishing new businesses in
transport and logistics, and
energy and utility sectors.
Shares of ports-to-energy
Adani Group’s listed com-

panies have been on a tear,
though some analysts have
expressed concern that the
valuations may be getting
too far ahead of fundamen-
tals. The Adani Group debt
levels have risen consider-
ably with its latest purchas-
es that have been heavily
debt-financed as it pursues
its ambitious expansion
plans. Its debts jumped to Rs
2.21 lakh crore in the finan-
cial year 2021-22, up 40.5
per cent from Rs 1.57 lakh
crore in the previous year. 

Both Gates and Buffett
have been chart-toppers
ever since the early 199Os
since the early days of The
Forbes Rich List. The two
billionaires have begun to
donate huge amounts to
charity which is the key rea-
son why their wealth levels
have fallen. Gates recently
donated $20 billion to the
Bill and Melinda Gates

Foundation and has
declared he wishes to give
away almost all his wealth
so that he’s erased from the
Forbes Rich List.

Gates is now worth
$110.8 billion which puts
him fifth on the Forbes Real-
Time Billionaires List. Close
behind is Buffett in seventh
spot at $102.5 billion. Both
have signed what’s called
The Giving Pledge. Buffett
has donated generously to
the Bill and Melinda Gates
charity. In seventh place is
Oracle’s flamboyant founder
Larry Ellison with $107.5
billion. Adani’s ports-to-
energy conglomerate has
been diversifying and mov-
ing at a terrific clip into new
industries like telecom and
cement. The move into tele-
com has caused talk about
an Adani-Ambani clash in
the sector with one publica-
tion speculating.

Gautam Adani’s fortune rises nearly $20 billion in two weeks, leaves Mukesh Ambani trailing

Briefs News

NEW DELHI : (AGENCY)

The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on Friday
said it has frozen bank
deposits of Rs 64.67 crore
as part of a money launder-
ing probe against crypto
currency exchange WazirX.
The federal agency said it
conducted raids against a
director of Zanmai Lab Pvt
Ltd, which owns WazirX, on
August 3 in Hyderabad and
alleged he was "non-coop-
erative".

The agency's probe
against the crypto exchange
is linked to its ongoing
investigation against a
number of Chinese loan
apps (mobile applications)
working in India. The
agency had charged WazirX
last year for alleged contra-
vention of the Foreign
Exchange Management Act
(FEMA).

"It was found that
Sameer Mhatre, Director
WazirX, has complete
remote access to the data-
base of WazirX, but despite
that he is not providing the

details of the transactions
relating to the crypto assets,
purchased from the pro-

ceeds of crime of instant
loan app fraud."

"The lax KYC norms,
loose regulatory control of
transactions between
WazirX and Binance, non-
recording of transactions
on block chains to save costs
and non-recording of the
KYC of the opposite wallets
has ensured that WazirX is
not able to give any account
for the missing crypto
assets," the ED alleged in a
statement. It said the com-

pany made no efforts to
trace these crypto assets.

"By encouraging obscu-

rity and having lax AML
(anti-money laundering)
norms, it has actively assist-
ed around 16 accused fin-
tech companies in launder-
ing the proceeds of crime
using the crypto route," it
said. 

Therefore, the ED said,
equivalent movable assets
to the extent of Rs 64.67
crore lying with WazirX
were frozen under the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA).

ED freezes over Rs 64 crore bank
deposits of crypto exchange WazirX

MUMBAI : (AGENCY)

Equity benchmarks ended
modestly higher on Friday
after the Reserve Bank
raised the key interest rate
in an effort to cool stub-
bornly high inflation and
defend the rupee.
Continuous foreign fund
inflows into the capital mar-
kets and softening crude oil
prices also helped the
bourses regain momentum,
traders said.

The 30-share BSE
Sensex ended 89.13 points
or 0.15 per cent higher at
58,387.93 after facing
volatility during the fag-end
of trade. During the day, it
climbed 350.39 points or
0.60 per cent to 58,649.19.

The broader NSE Nifty
went up by 15.50 points or

0.09 per cent to finish at
17,397.50.

The Reserve Bank on
Friday raised the key inter-
est rate by 50 basis points
to 5.40 per cent -- the third
straight increase since May.
With the latest hike, the
repo rate or the short term
lending rate at which banks
borrow has crossed the
pre-pandemic level of 5.15
per cent. "The 50 bps rate

hike by the Reserve Bank of
India today is broadly in
line with the consensus
expectations," said Sujan
Hajra - Chief Economist and
Executive Director, Anand
Rathi Shares & Stock
Brokers.

Among the Sensex con-
stituents, UltraTech Cement,
ICICI Bank, Bharti Airtel,
Power Grid, Infosys, Wipro
and Axis Bank were the

major gainers.
Mahindra & Mahindra,

Maruti, Reliance Industries
and IndusInd Bank were
among the laggards.

In Asia, markets in
Seoul, Shanghai, Tokyo and
Hong Kong ended in the
green.

European stocks were
trading lower during mid-
session deals. The US mar-
kets had ended on a mixed
note on Thursday.
Meanwhile, international oil
benchmark Brent crude
went higher by 0.18 per
cent to USD 94.29 per bar-
rel. Foreign institutional
investors remained net
buyers in the capital mar-
kets as they bought shares
worth Rs 1,474.77 crore on
Thursday, as per exchange
data.

Markets bounce back after a
day's breather post RBI policy

CALCUTTA : (AGENCY)

Canada has made a strong
pitch to conclude the bilat-
eral trade negotiation with
India — stalled for nearly a
decade — by 2023, and
multiply the commercial
relations between the two
countries to a multiple of
$100 billion as it stands
now. India’s comprehen-
sive economic partnership
agreement with UAE and a
trade deal with Australia
earlier this year have kin-
dled hopes and given an
impetus to plans to
relaunch trade negotiations.
“Since March we have made
more progress than what
we did in the last 10-12
years... (even as) it is rela-
tively early days, only third
round of negotiations now..
But my view is that there is

now a good prospect to
conclude a relatively ambi-
tious and comprehensive
trade deal by 2023 for sure,”
Cameron MacKay, high
commissioner for Canada
in India, said. He was speak-
ing at an interaction organ-
ised by the eastern region
office of Ficci during his
maiden visit to Calcutta.

He said the Canadian
manufacturing industry is
no threat to India and there
are opportunities to work
together as exemplified by
some of the Canadian com-
panies working in this
country. He said Canada
understands India’s con-
cern about food and energy
security and sensitivity
towards agriculture.
Speaking about visa delays,
MacKay says it may contin-
ue till spring.

Canada lobbies for
Free trade Agreement



Sapna Chaudhary snapped in
gorgeous beige pink co-ord set,
keeps it casual to pose for paps 
OPEN SEARCH

Dancing sensation Sapna Chaudhary arrived at the
Mumbai Airport to attend an event on Thrusday. Sapna

grabbed everyone’s
attention with her
comfy & casual look in a
pink beige co-ord set
and sleek braided hair
tied up in an open low
ponytail. Sapna has
become favourites of
all the paps and the
Security at the Airport.
When asked by paps
"How are you?" Sapna
replied "just like you"
and then paps asked
"how are you for oth-
ers?" She replied "like
myself". Sapna contin-
ues to dominate the
Haryanavi Music indus-

try and even Hindi industry as well. Sapna has come to
attend the music launch of her upcoming film "Love You
Loktantra". Here she slayed fans at the airport in a Beige
pink coord set with comfy and casual style with a Black
sling bag and White sneakers.

Lady Gaga will star in Joker:
Folie a Deux with Joaquin

Phoenix; unveils teaser
Singer-actor Lady Gaga has confirmed that she will be
starring opposite Joaquin Phoenix in Joker: Folie a Deux,
a sequel to the 2019 Oscar-winning film Joker. Gaga

announced her casting in the
Warner Bros. project via a teas-
er she posted on her Instagram
page. The video clip is set to
Cheek to Cheek, the song Gaga
famously covered with leg-
endary singer Tony Bennett.
Reports of Gaga's casting as
Harley Quinn have been doing
the rounds ever since Joker
helmer Todd Phillips confirmed

in June that he was working on the sequel with Phoenix
returning in the lead role of Joker, a character who
gained popularity as one of the most dreaded and unpre-
dictable antagonists in DC’s Batman franchise. Unlike the
dark and gritty Joker, the sequel is being created as a
musical. Phoenix won the best actor Oscar for his per-
formance as Joker aka Arthur Fleck, a struggling comedi-
an who battles mental health challenges. Plot details of
the sequel are under wraps. Phillips is co-writing the
screenplay with Scott Silver. (AGENCY)

Tora’s Husband by Rima Das will
have world premiere at Toronto

International Film Festival
Multiple National Award-winning director Rima Das’
new movie Tora’s Husband will be screened at the 47th
edition of the Toronto International Film Festival (TIFF).
The Assamese language feature will premiere in the
Platform section of the TIFF, making it the first Indian
title to be showcased in the category, according to a
press release.  Rima, whose previous independent fea-
tures Village Rockstars and Bulbul Can Sing also had
their world premiere at the prestigious film festival, said
the story reflects her personal journey living and work-
ing amidst the pandemic.

“In the midst of loss, lockdowns and life, we shot the
film over two years in real locations and natural condi-
tions. Shooting this film was more challenging than
shooting my previous films because the pandemic
restricts you in many ways. There was this constant feel-
ing of fear and restlessness, which my characters also
depict. But I knew I just had to shoot this film, as this
time will become history one day,” the acclaimed film-
maker said in a statement. Featuring Abhijit Das and
Tarali Kalita Das in the lead, Tora’s Husband is a story of
a man who struggles to keep his small-town business
afloat while his relationships deteriorate, amidst loss and
lockdowns. Rima said the 160 minute-long film is a trib-
ute to her father, Bharat Chandra Das, whom she lost
during the pandemic. (AGENCY)
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Pakkhi Hegde to make a comeback
on the small screen from star plus

show ‘Udti Ka Naam Rajjo’
OPEN SEARCH

Main Banungi Miss India
fame actress Pakkhi Hegde
recently shared a post on
her social media Account.
With her post she made an
annocement of being a
part of the Tv show ‘Udti
Ka Naam Rajjo’. This show
will be telecasted on Star
plus from 22nd August
2022 @7 pm onwards. Her
social media account is
floded with congratula-
tions messages from her Fans - Family - relatives. Pakkhi is
excited for her role in the show. She has done alot of movie
on the silver screen and now she is back on the Small
screen with a bang. In her post she has thanked the pro-
ducer Mukta Dhond, Bodhisatv dutta and Director lalit
mohan and the entire team to have conviction in her.
Pakkhi hegde is a popular name from bollywood Industry
be it Hindi, Bhojpuri, Marathi , Punjabi or Telgu. She has
worked with famous co- stars as Manoj Tiwari Bhaiya
Hamar Dayavaan, Paramveer Parsuram and Ganga Jamuna
Saraswati, and with Pawan Singh in Pyar Mohabbat
Zindabaad and Devar Bhabhi. Pakhi has worked with
Bollywood actor Amitabh Bachchan in the film Ganga Devi.
She has played the female protagonist in the Marathi film
Sat Na Gat, with Sayaji Shinde and Mahesh Manjrekar. She
has also done a Tulu film, Bangarda Kural.

National Award-winning actor
Riddhi Sen is set to enthral us once
again with Bismillah, releasing on
August 19. Directed by Indraadip
Das Gupta, the film also stars
Kaushik Ganguly and Subhashree
Ganguly. In a freewheeling chat,
Riddhi tells us why he chose to be
a part of Bismillah, his journey
with Swapnasandhani and his
plans for theatre.  Riddhi Sen: This
film is very important, considering
the time we are going through.
Bismillah talks about the journey
of a musician. Music does not sub-
scribe to any religion because art
is a religion in itself and any art
form unites people.  

I play Bismillah, who is a
shehnai player. The tradition runs
in his family, which is depicted
through the character of
Bismillah’s father (played by
Kaushik Ganguly), a veteran
shehnai player who introduces
him to the world of shehnai.
Bismillah also loves to play the
flute. Thus, he steps into this world
of music to find happiness, love
and spread communal harmony
through music. The hardships he
faces along his journey form the
crux of the film.

Riddhi Sen: Kaushik Ganguly
was my director in Nagarkirtan.
We share a beautiful bond and
professional ease. He is not only
an amazing writer and director
but also an amazing actor. I trust
his instincts blindly when I work
with him. The same equation got
repeated in a different way when I
was his co-actor in Bismillah. I
enjoyed every bit — learning from
him and what he was doing on the
set as an actor. Surangana and I
have known each other for 10
years now and we share a lot of
professional space on stage, web
series and films. There’s a huge
comfort zone, but I feel that is also
a disadvantage. Since we know

each other too well, sometimes we
have to unlearn everything on set.
That is the fun bit because our
viewers are used to seeing us
around a lot. Portraying that we
don’t know each other and are
falling in love, or are getting to
know each other for the first time,
has to be authentic.

I worked with Subhashreedi
(Ganguly) for the first time and
she is such an amazing person to
work with. She gives a lot of scope
for improvisation, which I love.
The relationship we share in
Bismillah is also unconventional. It
has an allegory of the Radha-
Krishna relationship. It is, inter-
estingly, placed in a cross-reli-
gious way that I think people are
going to enjoy, and it also makes
an important statement at this
point in time. Riddhi Sen: The
entire shehnai-playing part was
extremely interesting, difficult and
a nightmare at the same time.
Shehnai is a difficult instrument
and we don’t get that amount of

time to actually learn a particular
instrument. For example, in La La
Land, Ryan Gosling literally learnt
how to play the piano; he was
training for a year for the film. We
don’t exactly get a situation like
that. Just to replicate or pretend to
play a shehnai player was very dif-
ficult. I had to practise my hand
gestures and movements. I also
had to work on my physicality. I
had to maintain a strict diet and
exercise every day in between
shoots.  Riddhi Sen: Bismillah holds
a very important message that I
feel should be hammered now
more than ever, especially when
our country is in a situation where
communal harmony is constantly
disturbed, very tactfully and politi-
cally, I must say. And also we are
going through a time when one
section of society is trying to make
a larger section of people forget
our roots. It is very important to
actually remind them of our rich
history of cultural and religious
diversity that Bismillah showcases

in myriad ways. Riddhi Sen: Not
really. But, from a philosophical
aspect, how Bismillah sees the
world in terms of the idea of har-
mony — that is something I defi-
nitely believe in. Riddhi Sen: The
most beautiful part about
Swapnasandhani is how it has
constantly changed over the years
— catering to the times and redis-
covering the relevance of theatre
during turbulent times. Last year
marked our 30th with our latest
production, William
Shakespeare’s Hamlet. People
watch our plays not because of the
rich theatrical heritage but
because they are relevant and
have something new to offer.

Riddhi Sen: I am an avid
admirer and audience of
Swapnasandhani. As an actor, I
absolutely enjoy performing on
stage. We have recently staged
Hamlet, where I played the titular
role. That has been a life-changing
experience for me because every
actor, all over the world, wants to

perform Hamlet at least once in
their life. We were lucky and
extremely privileged that actor
Naseeruddin Shah came down to
watch our first show. He inaugu-
rated Swapnasandhani’s 30th
year, watched Hamlet and
absolutely loved it. He wrote a
review that we are going to pub-
lish very soon. He had said to my
father (Koushik Sen), ‘You should
stage Hamlet once because Riddhi
is in the right age to play Hamlet’.
That was a huge honour for our
group and a memorable experi-
ence.

I would like to direct a play
someday for sure. I already direct-
ed one (Blank Fire) last year for
Swapnasandhani. I interact with
the new members of the group
and conduct many rehearsals and
workshop sessions with our exist-
ing team members.

Riddhi Sen: My father has
been really thinking, and we both
have had a discussion to take the-
atre beyond proscenium, experi-
encing intimate space, and to
establish theatre as a life skill in
remote areas. It’s a long-term
plan. Riddhi Sen: That I do. I often
end up being a little critical during
rehearsals, design, music or dur-
ing the writing of a play. I am very
particular about music. During the
making of a play, I have a lot of
ideas about the directorial part,
like how a scene should be carved
out in terms of composition. That
is something I and my father keep
debating about. My father, mother
(Reshmi) and I sit down and
analyse after rehearsal, telling
each other where we are going
wrong and what can be done to
improve. Riddhi Sen: I don’t know
as of now, but I am preparing for a
film. I shot Coldfire in 2020 in a
very elaborate way and that has
been an eye-opening experience
for me. (AGENCY)

Riddhi Sen on his upcoming film Bismillah, his
stagecraft and plans for Swapnasandhani

Candid interviews of star
players, never-seen-before
footage from the dressing
room, debates over man-
agement decisions and
more — Prime Video’s new
docu-series, All or Nothing:
Arsenal, takes you behind
the scenes of the 2021-22
season of English football
club Arsenal.   The first
three episodes of the docu-
series, which started
streaming on Prime Video
on August 4, are full of giddy
optimism and strike an
emotional chord with
Arsenal fans. However, they
also focus on the fact that
the popular North London
club could not live up to the
expectations of fans in their
last season. Right from the
first episode of All or
Nothing: Arsenal, it is clear
that the series will heavily
focus on the club’s young
manager, Mikel Arteta. The
three episodes explore
Arteta’s coaching methods
amid intense pressure from
the fanbase and media.  The
former Arsenal captain has
enjoyed the backing of the

owners of the club after tak-
ing over in the middle of the
2019-20 season. The
Spaniard’s coaching philos-
ophy and man manage-
ment become a prominent
theme in the early episodes
as the club goes through a
string of poor performanc-
es.  After losing the first
three games and suffering
one of their worst starts in
Premier League history, the
40-year-old Arteta attempts
to inspire his young team
with an emotional speech
about his short-term battle
with heart problems as a
child and how he considers

this Arsenal team his new
family. 

In Episode 3, Arteta is
shown experimenting with
training methods to prepare
his young squad to face
Liverpool at their home-
ground, the Anfield stadium.
The Merseyside team’s sta-
dium is known to create the
most unnerving atmos-
phere for the opposition.
Arteta plays Liverpool’s club
anthem You’ll Never Walk
Alone on huge speakers at
the London Colney training
centre to make his players
understand what they’ll
face. Arsenal lost the match

0-4, but Arteta’s method of
instilling confidence in his
young team was much-
talked-about.

Over the years, Arsenal
has been heavily criticised
by fans and media for its
“ineffective” and often
questionable transfer poli-
cies. Since the heyday of
Arsenal’s former manager
Arsene Wenger, the team
has failed to show intent
during the transfer win-
dows. However, the 2021-
22 season saw a significant
shift in this approach as
Arsenal emerged as the
highest spender in Europe
to recruit six new players. 

Manager Mikel Arteta
and technical director Edu
Gasper have been shown to
be extremely busy during
the summer transfer win-
dow as they attempt to
rebuild the squad. The club
added midfielders Albert
Sambi Lokonga and Martin
Odegaard, defenders Ben
White, Nuno Tavares and
Takehiro Tomiyasu, and
goalkeeper Aaron Ramsdale
to the squad. (AGENCY)

All or Nothing: Arsenal: 6 reasons why the
Prime Video docu-series is a must-watch

Actor James Franco is set to
essay the role of Cuban
leader Fidel Castro in film-
maker Miguel Bardem's
Alina of Cuba. According to
entertainment website

Deadline, Imagen Award
winner Mia Maestro has
been roped in to play
Natalia Naty Revuelta, the
Cuban-born socialite Castro
had a passionate love affair
with.

Franco and Maestro
join actor Ana Villafane
who is portraying the part
of Castro's daughter Alina
Fernandez. Oscar-nominat-
ed writer Jose Rivera and

Pulitzer Prize winner Nilo
Cruz have penned the
screenplay of the film.

It follows the true-life
story of Cuban exile-turned-
social advocate, Fernandez,
whose birth was the result
of the tryst between
Revuelta and Castro.

Fernandez came to
know that she was Fidel
Castro's daughter at the age
of 10 when after years of
secret visits to her home,
her mother finally revealed
that El Comandante was
her biological father. Alina
grew to become one of
Castro's most outspoken
critics, arrested on more
than one occasion for trying
to leave, and was classified
as a dissident forbidden to
travel outside of Cuba.

The film is being shot
in and around Colombia's
Cartagena and Bogota.
Actors Alanna de la Rosa,
Maria Cecilia Botero,
Harding Junior, and Cuban-
born actors Sian Chiong
and Rafael Ernesto
Hernandez round out the
cast of the film. (AGENCY)

James Franco to play Cuban
leader Fidel Castro in Miguel

Bardem's Alina Of Cuba
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Celebrated filmmaker of films
like Teri Bhabhi Hai Pagle and
The Conversion has dropped in
the 2nd poster of his upcoming
passion project titled Zila
Gorakhpur which is based
intense student politics of Hindi
heartland of eastern Uttar
Pradesh.The film Zila Gorakhpur
has cast of Prateek Shukla and
Vindhya Tiwari which is being
produced under the banner of
Nostrum Entertainment Hub.
This is to bring urgent attention
of all relevant authorities that it
has come to notice about the
purported intent of production
of a feature film titled Gorakhpur.
A poster with this title has been
posted by actor and honourable
MP Shri Ravi Kishan on his social
media accounts. It is pertinent to
mention here that Nostum
Entertainment in 2016 had
announced it's passion project of
the feature film titled Zila
Gorakhpur directed by Shri
Vinod Tiwari.Our company has
been diligently working to develop

and produce this project since
2016.Under the directoral steward-

ship of Shri Vinod Tiwari, the
process to begin principal shoot-
ing of our production Zila
Gorakhpur is in very advanced
stages of preparation.In this
backdrop, it is extremely unpro-
fessional and even unethical of
Shri Ravi Kishan to publicly
share the poster of his film titled
Gorakhpur which clearly, in our
opinion, violates Copyright laws
both in theme and name of the
title.Nostrum Entertainment and
Shri Vinod Tiwari have already
registered an official complaint
against Shri Ravi Kishan and the
concerned production company
which is engaged in the produc-
tion of the aforementioned fea-
ture film.Expressing his views on
the issue Shri Vinod Tiwari says,
" l am deeply pained and shocked
that despite being suitably aware
of the ownership of the title with
us Shri Ravi Kishanji has still
gone ahead and used our poster
theme and our title for his film.
This has severely damaged the
commercial prospects of my film
Zila Gorakhpur in which I have

invested 7 years of my life."

Vinod Tiwari releases 2nd
Poster for Zila GorakhpurMahi Goswami, a resident

of Bhilwara, Rajasthan,
started her career as a gym-
nast at the age of 10. she
has won many awards for
her skills. Mahi wanted to
represent India in many

international competitions
like Commonwealth Games,
and Asian Games. Mahi said
“My Family is my strength,
they always have been sup-
portive, I joined gymnasts
in school, a girl from a small
town Bhilwara isn’t allowed
to do sports, and my father
was very happy to see me
doing gymnastics. I contin-
ued playing till the state
level later I got married and
I had to stop it here.

Mahi has won the title
of Mrs. India Global 2021.
the Grand Finale of Virus
Mrs. India Global 2021 was
held in Delhi, in which 31-
year-old Mahi Goswami
was crowned Mrs. India
Global 2021. She shifted to
Mumbai to start her jour-
ney in Bollywood, she start-
ed her journey with crime
patrol and savvdhan India
later she got to work in a
music video with
Bollywood singer Krishna
beuraa, and also acted lead
role in the web series
“Gulam begam Badshah”.

“My journey in
Bollywood so far has been
good, I started just before
the pandemic for me it was
a tough call to whether pur-
sue acting and modeling or
not. 2021, I won a beauty
pageant which gave me the
confidence to go ahead, I
belong to a middle-class
family, and my father is a
government servant when
he first saw my interview
on tv. He had tears of joy in
his eyes. (AGENCY)

Mahi Goswami State level gym-
nast player from Rajasthan
wins heart in Hindi movies


