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West Bengal Minister Babul
Supriyo's dig at BJP: 'My 2nd innings
will be brighter than the first'
KOLKATA: (AGENCY)

West Bengal's new Tourism and Information
Technology Minister Babul Supriyo has taken a
dig at the ruling BJP at the Centre and said that
his second innings with the Mamata Banerjee-
led TMC government will be much brighter
than the one he had as a central minister in the
Narendra Modi-led NDA government. Supriyo,
who had resigned from the BJP last year,
thanked Trinamool Congress supremo and
Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee for giving him
her support. "I really have no idea about this
coincidence (August 3). Yes, life has definitely
come full circle. It was last year in August when
I left (BJP), and today I am sworn in as a minis-
ter of the West Bengal government,” he said on
Wednesday.

Supriyo is among the eight new faces in the
Mamata Banerjee cabinet, who were sworn in
at the Raj Bhavan on Wednesday. “It's a poetic
justice that came through Didi's (Banerjee's)
hand. Because I had quit politics, and it was she
who had encouraged me, infused courage in
me and nominated me as a candidate for the
Ballygunge constituency and then the entire
party supported me," Supriyo said. Sometime
after he was dropped from the Union cabinet
during a reshuffle last year, Supriyo had
announced that he was quitting politics but
was later persuaded against resigning as a Lok
Sabha member. However, the singer-turned-
politician joined TMC in September.

'There was no need for
youth to pick up arms in
1990': J&K LG Manoj Sinha
SRINAGAR: (AGENCY)

Jammu and Kashmir’s Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha addressed a huge gathering in
South Kashmir and said that given the enor-
mous resources in the region, there was no
need for the youth to pick up arms in 1990.
“Even today, some people are not happy with
the region’s peace and continue to misguide
young boys,” the LG said.

Sinha said that post-2019, the pace of
development has touched new heights. “Before
2019, only 6 km roads were constructed a day
and today 20 km are being constructed every
day. Before 2019, only 2500 km were
macadamized and today 7500 km of road are
being macadamized per day,” the LG said.

He also stated that the farmers of J&K are
the happiest, given their income. “We are the
best UT after Punjab and Haryana as far as
farmer’s income is concerned,” the LG said.

The LG inaugurated Rs 4.50 Cr Martand
Chainstitch cluster.

BRIEF NEWS

CHANDIGARH : OPEN SEARCH

In the presence of Haryana Chief Minister,
Sh. Manohar Lal, 14 councilors, including
the newly elected chairman of Tohana
Municipal Council, joined the Bharatiya
Janata Party on Wednesday.  Chairman,
Haryana Public Enterprises Bureau, Sh.
Subhash Barala was also present on the
occasion.

The Chief Minister gave a message to
Chairman, Sh. Naresh Bansal and all the
14 councilors to do public welfare work in
future by carrying BJP the flag high. On
this occasion, the Chief Minister, Sh.
Manohar Lal said that the victory of the
Bharatiya Janata Party in the last munici-
pal council and municipal committee
shows that the people have reposed faith
in the development works of the govern-
ment.  This victory is the seal of the peo-
ple on the policies of the government.  He
said that the Haryana Government was
emphasizing on development works in
every area of the state without any dis-
crimination.  

Public welfare schemes are being
implemented in the entire state at a fast
pace.  The councilors, who joined on

Wednesday, have also expressed their
faith in the Bharatiya Janata Party after
being impressed by the people-friendly
works of the government. 

The Chief Minister said that in a
democracy, people have high expectations
from the people's representatives.
Whether it is at the level of panchayat and
local body or at the level of MLA and MP.
After winning, the public representative
should fulfill the expectations of the peo-
ple while fulfilling his religion.  The Chief
Minister congratulated the newly elected

Chairman and councilors and said that
they should do the work of public service
with honesty and play an important role
in the development of the state and its
region. 

On this occasion, the Chairman,
Tohna Municipal Council, Sh. Naresh
Bansal also handed over a demand letter
to the Chief Minister in the presence of
the councillors.  Sh. Subhash Barala also
considered the demands of the demand
letter and urged to complete them at the
earliest.

14 newly elected councilors, including the chairman of
Tohana Municipal Council, joined the Bharatiya Janata Party

NEW DELHI, OPEN SEARCH

Indigenously developed
laser-guided anti-tank guid-
ed missiles (ATGM) were
successfully tested from
main battle tank (MBT)
Arjun by the Defence
Research and
D e v e l o p m e n t
Organisation (DRDO)
and Indian Army at KK
Ranges, Ahmednagar, in
Maharashtra with the
support of Armoured
Corps Centre & School
(ACC&S) on Thursday.

The missiles hit with
precision and successfully
defeated the targets at two
different ranges. The all-
indigenous ATGM employs
a tandem high explosive
anti-tank (HEAT) warhead
to defeat explosive reactive
armour (ERA) protected
armoured vehicles, news
agency ANI reported.

The ATGM has been
developed with multi-plat-
form launch capability and

is currently undergoing
technical evaluation trials
from 120-mm rifled gun of
MBT Arjun. With
Thursday's trials, consisten-
cy of ATGM’s capability to

engage targets from mini-
mum to maximum range
has been established suc-
cessfully.

Defence minister
Rajnath Singh compliment-
ed the DRDO and the army
for the successful perform-
ance of the ATGMs.
Secretary of the department
of defence R&D and chair-
man DRDO G Satheesh
Reddy congratulated the
teams associated with the
test firing of the ATGMs.

Indigenously developed laser-
guided anti-tank missiles suc-

cessfully tested by DRDO, army

NEW DELHI, OPEN SEARCH

The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on
Thursday interrogated
Leader of Opposition in the
Rajya Sabha Mallikarjun
Kharge for several hours in
the National Herald money
laundering case. Congress
MP Jairam Ramesh said the
entire party stands by
Kharge in solidarity as his
ordeal continues. “His
ordeal is continuing. The
entire Congress party stands
with him in solidarity,”
Ramesh's tweet read.

Mallikarjun Kharge,
Leader of the Opposition in
the Rajya Sabha, has been
undergoing interrogation
by the ED for the last four
and a half hours. His ordeal
is continuing. The entire
Congress party stands with
him in solidarity.

Earlier in the day,
Kharge said in Parliament
that he had been sum-
moned by the federal
agency amid the ongoing
monsoon session and
accused the BJP-led Central
government of attempting
to intimidate the grand old
party. The Congress veteran

spoke about his summons
during the Question Hour of
the Rajya Sabha.

He said the ED sum-
moned him at 12.30pm in
the midst of the monsoon
proceedings. “I want to
abide by law, but is it right
for them to summon me
when Parliament is in ses-
sion? Is it right for police to
gherao residences of Sonia
Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi?
They are doing it purposely

to scare us (Congress). We
won't be scared, we'll fight,”
the Leader of Opposition
added.

Kharge's accusation
triggered a war of words
between him and Union
minister and Leader of
House in the Rajya Sabha
Piyush Goyal who said the
Centre had nothing to do
with the work of the ED.

“The government does
not interfere in the work of

the law enforcement
authorities. Perhaps during
their tenure, when their
government was there, they
might have interfered,”
Goyal said. Congress leader
KC Venugopal and RJD's
Tejashwi Yadav also
slammed the central gov-
ernment after ED issued
summons to Kharge. Both
Houses of Parliament were
adjourned for the day amid
uproar over “misuse” of

powers of federal agencies.
Congress leader and former
president Rahul Gandhi also
lashed out at the BJP-led
central government over its
“pressure tactics” to intimi-
date and silence the opposi-
tion camp using central
agencies. He said that they
are not “afraid of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi”.

His comments came a
day after the ED sealed the
Young Indian Pvt Ltd (YI)’s
office at Herald House in
New Delhi. The move was
part of the central agency's
ongoing investigation into
the money laundering case
linked to the National
Herald newspaper. The ED
has already questioned
Rahul and Congress interim
president Sonia Gandhi
multiple times in June and
July, respectively, in relation
to the case.

PANAJI: OPEN SEARCH

Bharatiya Janata Party’s
(BJP) Goa unit president
Sadanand Tanavade has
said that those who left the
party ahead of the state
Assembly polls earlier this
year and joined other polit-
ical outfits with an eye to
become chief minister are
now repenting.

Talking to reporters in
Mapusa town on
Wednesday, Tanavade said
some BJP leaders had left
the party in the run up to
the assembly polls thinking
that the Congress will win
the election. They wrongly
thought that the BJP will
not be able to form the gov-
ernment after the election,
he added. “We tried to per-
suade them to stay back, but
they thought that the
Congress will form the gov-
ernment and joined that
party," Tanavade said.

“But Congress could not

win. BJP won 20 seats and
with the help of
M a h a r a s h t r a w a d i
Gomantak Party (MGP) and
Independents, we formed a
stable government. Hence,

those who left us at that
time are repenting now," he
added. Senior BJP leaders
Michael Lobo and Carlose
Almeida were some of the
leaders, who had shifted to
Congress in the run up to
the assembly polls. Lobo
was upset with the BJP
after it refused to give can-
didature to his wife Delilah
from Siolim assembly seg-
ment. The Lobo couple got
elected from their respec-
tive constituencies on the
Congress ticket. The 40-
member Goa legislative
assembly currently has 20

BJP members, 11 Congress,
two Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP), two MGP, three inde-
pendents and one each
from Goa Forward Party
(GFP) and Revolutionary

Goans Party (RGP). When
asked whether such leaders
would be re-inducted into
the party, Tanavade said
that decision entirely rested
with the top leadership.

“We are not a regional
outfit. The party’s high
command is in Delhi, who
will take a decision if any
request is made to that
effect," he said. Tanavade’s
statement comes against
the backdrop of the rift in
the Congress party with a
group of five MLAs report-
edly planning to switch over
to the BJP.

Those Who Quit BJP to Join Other
Parties Eyeing Goa CM Post Now

Repenting, Says Tanavade

Children's thinking often
gets restricted to good jobs,
but Business Blasters has
broken this barrier and
taught children to think big
by starting their own enter-
prise- Dy CM Manish
Sisodia

NEW DELHI, OPEN SEARCH

Deputy Chief Minister Shri
Manish Manish Sisodia on
Thursday addressed “Charcha
2022- Resilient Livelihoods
For All” as the keynote speak-
er. The event was organized
by the Nudge Foundation. He
shared his views on “Need Of
The Hour- A New Age
Education System
Encouraging Job Creation
And Aspirational
Employment”. 

He said, “Progress of a
country is limited, if there is
no dream and aspirations for
a nation attached to the skill
development of youth in the

country. To change this long
standing scenario, govern-
ments and educational insti-
tutions should ensure with
commitment that we give
dreams for the nation to our
youth along with education,
so that they can become a
part of the nation's growth”.

During the event, Shri
Manish Sisodia also interact-
ed with the students of DSEU
lighthouse, started by Delhi
Skill and Entrepreneurship
University and learnt about
their experiences.Shri
Manish Sisodia said that
Delhi schools, including gov-
ernment and private schools,
have 44 lakh students study-
ing in them today. "But when-
ever they are asked about

their future, they do not have
clear answers or aspirations
to explain. Most of their aspi-
rations depend upon the
needs and financial aspira-
tions of their family members
today. They always respond
by saying that they need a
“good and decent paying job”
to support their family. All
their aspirations are just
stuck at getting “a good job”

and nothing beyond that. To
change this, it is the responsi-
bility of governments to take a
step further and decide
where they want to see the
youth of their country.
Governments along with edu-
cational institutions need to
have a dream for a better
nation first, so that they can
provide the same through
education to the next genera-

tion," he said.The Deputy
Chief Minister said that every
year about 2.5 lakh children
leave Delhi's schools with the
only aspiration to get a good
job every year. 

"If these children come
out every year only to find a
job, then who will be the job
provider? The answer is nei-
ther with the governments
nor with the educational
institutions. As an answer to
this question, Delhi
Government has started
'Entrepreneurship Mindset
Curriculum' (EMC) in Delhi
government schools, where
the focus is not only on entre-
preneurship but also on
developing a growth mindset
among students. The focus of
the education system has
always been to complete the
syllabus, get better results
and keep the mindset as a
side course. But great work is
being done on developing an
entrepreneurial mindset

among students in Delhi gov-
ernment schools," he said.He
further added that under this
curriculum students are
involved in discussions with
renowned and successful
entrepreneurs to help them
develop an understanding of
how businesses work and
how one can learn from fail-
ures even. 

Students do various activ-
ities and conduct case studies
to sharpen their entrepre-
neurial skills. Another major
component of this curriculum
is “Business Blasters” for stu-
dents of Class 11-12, where
students are given the seed
money of Rs 2000 to estab-
lish their businesses. Shri
Manish Sisodia said, “Students
have performed much better
than the expectations of the
government, in Business
Blasters. The said program
has impacted students’ mind-
set positively and has devel-
oped the abilities.

Cong stands by him: Jairam Ramesh
on ED’s hours-long grilling

So that they can

be part of coun-

try’s growth- Dy CM

Manish Sisodia 

Governments and educational institutions must strive
to provide dreams of a better nation to students

Expressed faith in BJP in the presence of Chief Minister, Sh. Manohar Lal

Congress MP and Leader of Opposition in Rajya Sabha Mallikarjun Kharge speaks in

the House during ongoing monsoon session of Parliament, in New Delhi. 

Talking to reporters

in Mapusa town on

Wednesday, Tanavade

said some BJP leaders

had left the party in

the run up to the

assembly polls think-

ing that the Congress

will win the election

On Thursday, Congress veteran

and Leader of Opposition in

Rajya Sabha Mallikarjun Kharge said

that the ED summoned him at

12.30pm amid the ongoing proceed-

ings of the Parliament mon-

soon session.

““””

Mallikarjun Kharge’s ordeal :
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THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: (AGENCY)

A red alert was declared in
eight districts of Kerala on
Thursday by the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) as rains continued to
lash various parts of the
state and disrupted the day-
to-day lives of the people as
roads got flooded or caved in
and many got displaced
from their homes to relief
camps. IMD issued a red
alert for the day in the dis-
tricts of Pathanamthitta,
Alappuzha, Kottayam,
Ernakulam, Idukki,
Thrissur, Palakkad and
Kannur and Orange alert in
remaining districts except
for Thiruvananthapuram
where a Yellow alert is in
place. A red alert indicates
heavy to extremely heavy
rains of over 20 cm in 24
hours, while orange alert
means very heavy rains of 6
cm to 20 cm. A yellow alert
means heavy rainfall

between 6 and 11 cm.
The inclement weather

in the state resulted in
water levels of various
rivers - like Pampa,
Manimala and Achankovil -
in Pathanamthitta district
rising close to or crossing
danger levels.

Anticipating landslides
and floods, several families
were relocated to relief

camps, district officials said.
The roof of an angan-

wadi building collapsed in
Konni taluk of
Pathanamthitta district, offi-
cials said and added that
there were no casualties.

The water in some
major dams and reservoirs
of the state are also rising
with the water in Idukki
reservoir reaching blue

alert storage levels and in
Ponmudi dam, in Idukki dis-
trict, it has reached red alert
storage level.

Meanwhile, six shutters
of Malankara dam in Idukki
were opened by 100 cm at 6
AM, officials of the district
said. The water level in the
Mullaperiyar dam was at
135.35 feet at 11 AM,
according to Idukki district

officials. Besides
Pathanamthitta and Idukki,
the districts of Kottayam,
Thrissur and Kozhikode too
witnessed heavy rainfall. In
Thrissur, the fourth shutter
of Peringalkuthu dam was
opened leading to rise in
water level of Chalakkudi
river to dangerous levels
prompting the district offi-
cials to ask people living on
its banks to evacuate imme-
diately.

Even the shutters of
Chimmini dam are expected
to be raised further in view
of the heavy rains in
Thrissur district and as a
result the water in
Kurumali river there which
is already above warning
levels is expected to rise fur-
ther, officials said. In
Kozhikode, the bad weather
led to five flights from the
Middle East which were
bound to Calicut Airport
being diverted to Cochin
International Airport.

NEW DELHI: (AGENCY)

West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee is likely to
meet with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi during her
Delhi visit this evening,
people familiar with the
matter She will stay in the
national capital for four
days. Though Ms Banerjee's
visit is linked to a meeting
of the government's think
tank NITI Aayog on Sunday,
she would be in the city dur-
ing the vice presidential
election scheduled on
Saturday. Her party,
Trinamool Congress, will
abstain from voting in the
vice presidential election,
for which the BJP has field-
ed Bengal Governor
Jagdeep Dhankhar as the
National Democratic
Alliance candidate. The
opposition's joint candidate
is Margaret Alva. Ms
Banerjee's party says the
opposition parties did not
consult them before decid-
ing on Ms Alva. Mr
Dhankhar's elevation as
Vice President will move

him out of Bengal to Delhi,
and for Ms Banerjee, that is
a huge win. The Chief
Minister and Mr Dhankhar

have clashed relentlessly
over the past three years,
with Ms Banerjee accusing
the Governor of hounding
her at the instance of the
BJP at the centre.

Despite the hostile rela-
tionship, Mr Dhankhar is
believed to have sought Ms
Banerjee's support. The
two met in Darjeeling last
month and Assam Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma, known as the BJP's
north-east strategist, was

also present. Mr Banerjee
has said most Trinamool
MPs were against backing
the opposition vice presi-

dential candidate. Ms
Banerjee had earlier
skipped meetings of the
NITI Aayog, with claims
that the central body has
done nothing beneficial for
states. The Bengal Chief
Minister is also likely to
meet with her party MPs
and visit the central hall of
parliament, where it will be
keenly watched whether
she makes any attempt to
repair bridges with other
opposition parties.

Weather Office Issues Red Alert In 8
Kerala Districts Amid Incessant Rain

Mamata Banerjee To Visit Delhi, May
Meet PM Amid Vice Presidential Poll

MUMBAI: (AGENCY)

Devika Rotawan, the youngest
survivor and an eyewitness to the
26/11 Mumbai terror attacks, has
moved the Bombay High Court
seeking allotment of residential
premises after the Maharashtra
government rejected her plea for
it. This is the second time that Ms
Rotawan, now 23 years old, has
approached the court. In 2020,
she had filed a similar petition. In
October 2020, the high court had
directed the Maharashtra govern-
ment to consider her plea and pass
appropriate orders.

In her fresh plea filed last
month, Ms Rotawan said the gov-
ernment had rejected her repre-
sentation, following which she was

constrained to file a second peti-
tion in the high court.

On Thursday, when the peti-
tion came up for hearing before a
division bench of Justices S V
Gangapurwala and M S Karnik,
additional government pleader
Jyoti Chavan, who appeared for
the Maharashtra government,
said that pursuant to the October
2020 order, a compensation of ?
13.26 lakh was handed over to Ms
Rotawan on compassionate
grounds. Advocate R Bubna,
appearing for the Centre, said Ms
Rotawan was given compensation
of ? 10 lakh after the attacks as per
government policy. He said she
(Ms Rotawan) cannot be demand-
ing more as a matter of right. Since
no lawyer was present for Ms

Rotawan on Thursday, the bench
adjourned hearing in the plea till
October 12. Ms Rotawan, who was
nine years old at the time of the
terror attacks at multiple locations
in the city, was at the Chhatrapati

Shivaji Maharaj Terminus (CSMT)
railway station along with her
father and brother, when two of
the 10 Pakistani terrorists opened
fire. In her plea, Ms Rotawan said
she had suffered a bullet injury on

her leg and her father and brother
too sustained injuries. It said
because of several morbidities, it
was not possible for her father and
brother to earn a livelihood. The
plea also said she and her family
are living in penury and they
would be rendered homeless as
they have not been to pay the rent
for their house.

Ms Rotawan, in her petition,
further said that after the attacks,
several central and state govern-
ment officials had visited her
house and assured to provide
accommodation to them under the
Economically Weaker Section
(EWS) quota. The officials, she
claimed in her petition, also
assured to make adequate
arrangements.

NEW DELHI: (AGENCY)

In a big relief to Uddhav Thackeray in
the fight over control of the Shiv Sena,
the Supreme Court today told the
Election Commission not to decide on
a plea by Eknath Shinde, the
Maharashtra Chief Minister, to recog-
nise his group as the real party. The
Supreme Court is likely to take a call
on Monday on whether the matter
needs to be referred to a constitution
bench.

Claiming that he commands the
numbers - and, therefore, the Sena -
Mr Shinde had submitted that courts
shouldn't interfere with internal party
decisions "taken democratically by
majority". During the hearing today,
Chief Justice NV Ramana asked impor-
tant questions to Team Shinde, want-
ing to know "if you are completely
ignoring political parties after being
elected then is it not a danger to
democracy". To this, senior advocate
Harish Salve, who represented the
Shinde camp, replied: "No". Team
Thackeray doesn't want the Election
Commission to decide yet. Earlier,
Team Thackeray told the Supreme
Court that the poll panel can't decide
which group represents the Shiv Sena

till there is clarity on the disqualifica-
tion of rebel Sena MLAs - who hopped
from Gujarat to Assam to Goa in a
political operation last month - and
dethroned Mr Thackeray.

In their petition, Team Thackeray
said the Shinde group is trying to "ille-
gally cobble up numbers and fabricate
an artificial majority in the organisa-
tion". The Election Commission had
sought evidence from both sides by
August 8, after which it was to hear
the matter. Eknath Shinde has argued

that he is the real Sena, "A group of 15
MLAs cannot call a group of 39 as
rebels. It is in fact the other way
around," he had said, in his response to
the court which is hearing a batch of
pleas around the matter.

So far, Mr Shinde has got hold of
the party in the assembly with two-
third Sena MLAs backing him. But
claiming the party as a whole needs
proof of majority within grassroots
units too, besides other legal require-
ments.

In 'Who Is Real Sena' Fight, Supreme
Court Breather For Team Thackeray

PM Modi Gave An All-Reaching,
All-Inclusive Government In 8

Years: Amit Shah
BENGALURU: (AGENCY)

Union Home Minister Amit Shah on Thursday said
Prime Minister Narendra Modi gave an all inclusive and
all reaching government in the last eight years. Mr Shah
also took an apparent swipe at the earlier UPA govern-
ment at the Centre, alleging there was "policy paralysis"
then, while a number of scams also happened. "In eight
years, PM Narendra Modi gave a 'Sarva Sparshi, Sarva

Samaveshi' govern-
ment to the country.
There isn't any area
where reforms didn't
take place and we have
taken an oath for the
welfare of the entire
society," he said.

Mr Shah was
speaking at the 'Sankalp Se Siddhi' event organised by
the Confederation of Indian Industry in Bengaluru to cel-
ebrate 75 years of Indian independence.

Indirectly referring to the earlier UPA government,
Mr Shah said, "There was a time before 2014 when the
Prime Minister was not considered as a Prime Minister
as every minister believed he or she" was the PM.

"There was a policy paralysis in the country and
there were ? 12 lakh crore (worth) scams," the Union
minister alleged. Mr Shah also said crony capitalism and
price rise were at the peak and the ease of doing busi-
ness had hit rock bottom then. "These developments
made the country take a unanimous decision to install a
government with majority," he said about the BJP's vic-
tory in the 2014 Lok Sabha polls.

Raid At Another Kolkata Flat
Linked To Ex-Minister Partha
Chatterjee, Aide In Job Scam

KOLKATA: (AGENCY)

The Enforcement Directorate is today conducting search
at an apartment in South Kolkata linked to a teacher
recruitment scam, in which since-ousted minister
Partha Chatterjee and his aide, actor Arpita Mukherjee,
have been arrested.  A locksmith was called in as the
apartment in Fort Oasis complex was locked.

Since the arrests on
July 23, there have been
multiple raids on flats
linked to Ms Mukherjee
across Kolkata, in which
around ? 50 core cash
has been seized. The
probe agency claims it's

linked to bribes for appointments of teachers and other
staff when Mr Chatterjee, a Trinamool Congress leader,
was Education Minister in 2016.

He was minister for industries until last week,
before Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee sacked him and
suspended him from the party too. The party has alleged
that the ED is being misused by the BJP-led central gov-
ernment, and has demanded a time-bound probe.

Assam Becoming A Hotbed Of
"Jihadi Activities": Chief

Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma
GUWAHATI: (AGENCY)

Assam has become a hotbed of "jihadi activities" with
five modules having links with Bangladesh-based terror
outfit Ansarul Islam found in five months, Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma said today. "Six Bangladeshi

nationals belonging to Ansarul
Islam had entered Assam to
indoctrinate youths, and one of
them was arrested when the
first module was found at
Barpeta in March this year," Mr
Sarma said at a press confer-

ence. "Indoctrination of Muslim youths in private
madrasas by Imams from outside the state is alarming,"
he added. "Jihadi activity is very different from terrorist
or insurgency activities. It starts with indoctrination for
several years, followed by active participation in promot-
ing Islamic fundamentalism.

26/11 Attack Youngest Survivor Moves Court Seeking House From Government

THANE: (AGENCY)

Police have registered a
case against a woman
office-bearer of Uddhav
Thackeray-led Shiv Sena for
allegedly using derogatory
language against

Maharashtra Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde, who heads
another faction of the party,
an official said on Thursday.
The case was registered
against Kavita Gavand, a
functionary of Uddhav
Thackeray-led Sena at
Dombivli in Thane district,
he said.

The supporters of CM
Shinde and his predecessor
Uddhav Thackeray had

clashed at the party office in
Dombivli on Tuesday. The
supporters of the Shinde
group entered the party
office and installed the pic-
tures of the chief minister
and his MP son Shrikant
Shinde in the office.

H u n dr e ds
of supporters
from both the
factions came
face-to-face at
that time.
During the
ruckus, Gavand
allegedly used
derogatory lan-
guage against
CM Shinde, the
official said.

A case was registered
against her and an unidenti-
fied person at Dombivli
police station under the
Indian Penal Code (IPC)
sections 153 (A) (promot-
ing enmity between differ-
ent groups), 505 (2) (state-
ments creating or promot-
ing enmity, hatred or ill-will
between classes). No arrest
has been made in this con-
nection, he added.

Case Against Sena Leader
Over Derogatory Language

Against Eknath Shinde

Briefs News

RANCHI : (AGENCY)

Jharkhand Chief Minister
Hemant Soren has minced
no word in attacking the BJP
for allegedly working in the
shadows to destabilise his
government, which is in an
alliance with the Congress.
Mr Soren's Jharkhand
Mukti Morcha, or JMM, has
been attacking the BJP ever
since three Jharkhand
Congress MLAs were
arrested with ? 48 lakh in
cash in West Bengal's
Howrah last month, which
the Congress alleged was
money paid to the MLAs to
topple the Jharkhand gov-
ernment. The BJP has
denied these allegations,
while the MLAs have said
the money was for sari
shopping.

"Our alliance partner
has indicated that some-
thing is going on. We have

taken note of their concern
and we are analysing it.
Their (Congress MLAs)
behaviour seems to have

changed in the last three
days in the assembly. There
is every indication to dis-
tract the government," Mr
Soren .

On whether he would
have ever imagined some
MLAs of the alliance part-

ner would work to break
the government, Mr Soren
said, "The situation is such
as it's not about breaking

the government, but buying
the government. Who will
become MLAs, who will
become Chief Minister,
these are decided by the
people. But it seems our
leaders have lost faith in
governance and only

believe in wealth."
"This is definitely a

thing of concern that today
three leaders have been
arrested. We have always
suspected a conspiracy. We
are following closely. Let's
see, if you wait long enough,
you might find whatever is
happening is linked to the
BJP," the Chief Minister. The
SUV with the board
'Jamtara MLA' in which the
MLAs were travelling with
the cash, as per police.

On why he thinks the
BJP is coming after him, Mr
Soren - after a slight pause -
said, "Maybe because we
are in the government.
They want power. They
don't want anybody else in
the country to be in power.
We will see how to save the
government if it comes to
that. The people gave us the
mandate. We will always
protect their interest." 

Jharkhand Chief Minister's "Angry Child"
Jibe At BJP Amid Cash Haul Row

MUMBAI: (AGENCY)

Mumbai police seized more
than 700 kilograms of
mephedrone worth ? 1,400
crore following a raid at a
drug manufacturing unit in
Nalasopara of Palghar dis-
trict, and arrested five
persons, including a
post-graduate in organ-
ic chemistry, an official
said here on Thursday.
The Anti-Narcotics Cell
(ANC) of the Mumbai
crime branch conduct-
ed the raid at the unit,
he said.

"The action was car-
ried out based on specific
inputs. The ANC team raid-
ed the premises, during
which it found that
mephedrone, a banned
drug, was being manufac-
tured," he said.

"While four of the
accused were arrested in
Mumbai, one person was

held in Nalasopara," the offi-
cial said.

The accused arrested
from Nalasopara is a post-
graduate in organic chem-
istry and used his skill to
make drugs, said a police
officer. 

This is one of the
biggest drug hauls by the
city police in recent times,
he added.

Mephedrone, also
known as 'meow meow' or
MD, is a synthetic stimulant
a psychotropic substance
banned under the Narcotic
Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances (NDPS) Act.

1,400-Crore Drug Haul Near
Mumbai, 1 Accused Is

Chemistry Post-Graduate
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A married couple and their
associate were arrested for
allegedly duping people by
posting fake advertisements
about selling electronic
items at discounted prices
on social media websites,
police said on Wednesday.
Deputy commissioner of
police (northwest) Usha
Rangnani identified the
arrested persons as Love
Pahwa (24), his wife Kiran
Nagpal (38) and their asso-
ciate Mukesh Luthra (26),
who allegedly duped at least
50 people from different
states in the last six months.

Police said that a 32-
year-old Delhi resident filed
a complaint on June 17,
stating he saw an advertise-
ment on a Facebook page
selling a laptop. “When he

contacted the given mobile
number, he was assured
that the laptop would be
provided to him at a lower
rate of ?45,000 and asked
to transfer some money in
advance. He transferred
?15,000 in first instalment
and was later convinced to
transfer at least 50% of the
total amount. He then trans-
ferred ?5,000 through UPI,”
Rangnani said. Police said
that the victim was then
asked to transfer ?2,200 for
courier charges. He ended
up paying ?22,200 in total
and realised he had been
defrauded when neither the
laptop was delivered nor
did the alleged sellers pick
up his calls. During investi-
gation, the team obtained
the beneficiary account
details and began technical
surveillance. 
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Overcast weather with
moderate rain was likely in
Delhi on Thursday while the
pollution levels were
expected to remain in the
moderate category. The
hourly Air Quality Index
(AQI) was 111 at 8am in
the moderate category. The
average 24-hour AQI was
122 on Wednesday.

An AQI between zero
and 50 is considered
“good”, 51 and 100 “satis-
factory”, 101 and 200
“moderate”, 201 and 300
“poor”, 301 and 400 “very
poor”, and 401 and 500
“severe”.

Monitoring agency the
System of Air Quality and
Weather Forecasting and
Research on Wednesday
said dust (size > 2.5
micrometre) contributed ~

63% to PM10. “For the next
3 days (4th, 5th, 6th) peak
wind speed is likely to be ~
8-12 km/h causing moder-
ate dispersion and AQI is
likely to be within ‘moder-
ate’ due to expected light

rain spells. Moderate tem-
perature (~ 33-35 deg C)
and mixing layer height (~
1.5-2.0 km) maintains mod-
erate ventilation.”

The maximum temper-
ature was expected to be
around 33 degrees Celsius
and the minimum 27
degrees Celsius.

Every year around the
two key national events –
Independence Day and
Republic Day celebration
– the Delhi Police ban the
flying of aerial vehicles
such as drones, quad-
copters, paragliders, and
hot-air balloons across
the city till the conclusion
of the events

NEW DELHI, OPEN SEARCH

To avoid any security
breach or threat to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
and other dignitaries during
the Independence Day cele-
brations at Red Fort, the
five-kilometre area around
the historic fort will be
declared a “no kite flying
zone” till the flag-hoisting
ceremony and the PM’s
address to the nation from
its ramparts is over on

August 15, Delhi Police offi-
cers aware of the develop-
ment said on Thursday. The
officers said that personnel
of the local police stations
concerned are in the
process of identifying and
meeting the “known (regu-
lar) kite-flyers” living in
areas around Chandni
Chowk, Jama Masjid,
Daryaganj and upto Bara
Hindu Rao, asking them to
refrain from flying kites till
9 am on August 15 by citing
security issues.

“Nearly 300 such regu-
lar kite-flyers have been
identified and the process is
still on. The number may
increase in the coming days.
Apart from urging them not
to fly kites, we have asked
them to coordinate with the
police in creating aware-
ness among other people,
especially children, about

our no-kite-flying step dur-
ing the Independence Day

celebrations at the Red
Fort,” said deputy commis-
sioner of police (north)
Sagar Singh Kalsi.

The police said that
security personnel will be
deployed on the roof of
around 350 high-rise build-

ings around the Red Fort,
which are identified every

year before the
Independence Day celebra-
tions, for security vigil. The
deployed personnel will
also be keeping long sticks
to spot and snag stray kites
moving towards the venue.

Every year around the

two key national events –
Independence Day and
Republic Day celebration –
the Delhi Police ban the fly-
ing of aerial vehicles such as
drones, quadcopters,
paragliders, and hot-air bal-
loons across the city till the
conclusion of the events.

Since the central intelli-
gence agencies have been
receiving inputs regarding
possible threats and warn-
ings from various terror
outfits of disrupting the
Independence Day celebra-
tions, the city police have
been taking several meas-
ures to avoid any untoward
incidents around the event.
Apart from securing the
areas around the Red Fort,
the police are also in the
process of installing over
950 Internet Protocol (IP)
based CCTV cameras in and
around the venue and also

on the routes taken by the
VVIPs.

Of the total require-
ment, 80% CCTV Cameras
of IP-based 2-megapixel
and 20% CCTV cameras of
IP-based 4-megapixel will
be installed at each and
every corner of the venue.
While nearly 950 CCTVs are
for the Independence Day
celebrations, another 800
will be hired for the
Republic Day event in the
national capital. Similar IP-
based CCTV cameras were
used during this year’s
Republic Day celebrations
as well. The hiring of 770
such cameras was done
through a tender issued by
the provision and logistics
department of the Delhi
Police in December last
year, said a police officer,
who did not want to be
identified.

Bus hits scooter in Delhi’s
Dwarka, one killed, one hurt
NEW DELHI, OPEN SEARCH

A 33-year-old man was killed and his brother severely
injured after their scooter was hit by a DTC cluster bus
on Wednesday morning in Dwarka, police said. DCP
(Dwarka) Harsha Vardhan identified the deceased man
as Pankaj Singh and the injured as Abhinay, both resi-
dents of Baproha. Police said that the incident took place
on Wednesday morning
when Singh and his
brother were riding the
scooter and were hit by
a cluster bus at Dwarka
Mor, police said. “Around
10.26am, we received
information regarding
an accident near
Dwarka Mor in which two persons on a scooter were hit
by a cluster bus,” the DCP said. Singh was found dead on
the spot and Abhinay was shifted to hospital for treat-
ment. Police said the driver of the cluster bus abandoned
the vehicle at the spot and fled. A case has been regis-
tered under sections of rash and negligent driving and
causing death by negligence of the Indian Penal Code
and an investigation is underway to nab the driver of the
offending vehicle, police said. “CCTV cameras are being
checked to identify the offender and establish the exact
sequence of the accident,” the officer said.

Can’t evict people overnight
without notice: Delhi HC

NEW DELHI, OPEN SEARCH

Encroachers on a public land cannot be evicted “with a
bulldozer at their doorstep early in the morning or late in
the evening” without any notice, thus rendering them
completely unsheltered, the Delhi high court ruled on
Wednesday, but added that a person encroaching upon
government land cannot claim that he is entitled to reha-
bilitation as a matter of right. The court’s remarks came
on a plea by the Shakarpur Slum Union, a group of resi-
dents of a slum cluster in east Delhi’s Shakarpur district,
who had challenged their overnight eviction by the Delhi
Development Authority on June 25, 2021. Justice
Subramonium Prasad said that the action of Delhi
Development Authority (DDA) in removing a person,
who they claim to be an encroacher, overnight from his
residence, cannot be accepted, and added that reason-
able time should be given to such persons to relocate to a
temporary shelter. “The DDA has to act in consultation
with the DUSIB [Delhi Urban Shelter Improvement
Board] before embarking upon any such venture and
persons cannot be evicted with a bulldozer at their
doorstep early in the morning or late in the evening,
without any notice, rendering them completely shelter-
less. A reasonable period has to be given to such persons
and temporary location has to be provided to them
before embarking on any demolition activities,” the
court said in a judgment of August 2, which was made
available on Wednesday. 

However, while granting relief to the slum dwellers,
the court added a caveat that encroachment on govern-
ment land cannot be said to be a fundamental right of
any person. “A person encroaching upon government
land cannot claim that he is entitled to rehabilitation as a
matter of right even in the absence of any policy bestow-
ing the benefit of rehabilitation and relocation to the said
person,” justice Prasad said.

Two endangered African grey
parrots seized at Delhi airport

NEW DELHI, OPEN SEARCH

Customs at Delhi’s Indira Gandhi International (IGI)
Airport seized two African grey parrots from a Congo
national, who arrived in Delhi from Addis Ababa in
Ethiopia, for not possessing a no-objection certificate
from the animal quarantine and certification service
(AQCS), officials said on Wednesday.

The African grey parrot is a “critically endangered”
species listed under Appendix I of the CITES convention,
which prohibits the import of these birds. The parrots
were sent to the Delhi zoo until further notice, officials
said.

Customs said the incident took place on Tuesday
when the passenger entered the “red” channel to declare
the import of the two parrots, officials said. “The passen-
ger only had one document in French. Subsequently, offi-
cers from the wildlife department were called to examine
the document. They reported that the birds were, in fact,
African grey parrots (Psittacus erithacus), whose import
is prohibited,” a customs official said, requesting
anonymity.

Red Fort, vicinity ‘no kite flying
zone’ till flag hoisting over on I-Day

Moderate rain in Delhi
today; pollution levels likely

in moderate category
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Social Welfare Minister Shri
Rajendra Pal Gautam
inspected the Institute of
Human Behavior and Allied
Sciences (IHBAS). During
this, the Social Welfare
Minister took stock of the
facilities there and interact-
ed with the patients. He said
that the Delhi Government
under the leadership of
Chief Minister Shri Arvind
Kejriwal will provide all
necessary assistance for the
development of the insti-
tute.Shri Rajendra Pal
Gautam was welcomed by
Dr RK Dhamija at the hospi-
tal. Simultaneously, he
informed the minister

about the upcoming aca-
demic courses of Mobile
Mental Health Services
(MMHU), Vibrant Stroke
Unit, DM-Geriatric
Psychiatry, MPhil-PSW, and

DPN&MSc (Psychiatric
Nursing). Along with this,
they discussed the initia-
tives of neuro-palliative
care and rehabilitation
services and, neuro-imag-

ing services (CT scan), neu-
rology ward and ICU, vari-
ous facilities of the institute
including told about. Social
Welfare Minister Shri
Rajendra Pal Gautam
expressed happiness to see
greenery on the campus
and also suggested the
planting of fruits and veg-
etables. While suggesting
the development of neuro-
surgery services he said
that it is an unfulfilled need
for the people living in the
eastern part of Delhi. "The
Delhi government under
the leadership of Chief
Minister Shri Arvind
Kejriwal will extend all pos-
sible help to the institute for
its development," he said.

NEW DELHI, OPEN SEARCH

They say, to truly soak in the
bliss of the monsoons, one
should lie under the open
skies after it rains. While it
might be a dream date for
many, for some, there is no
other choice. These are the
homeless, who live on the
streets. For them, the rain
translates into despair and
not relief. If it’s not already
hard enough to survive
under the scorching sun, it
gets worse when it starts to
pour. The temperature
plummets, and so do their
makeshift shelters.

“If 10 people are living
under a flyover, they all
even defecate at the same
place. Jab baarish hoti hai
toh wahan rehna saza jaisa
lagta hai kyunki koi insan
aisi jagah par nahi soo
sakta,” says Radha, recalling
her younger days spent on
the pavements of Delhi.
Now living at a shelter
home, she adds, “Log
humari problems ko nahi
samajhte aur humare baare
mein galat raye bana lete
hain.” “They do not live on
the pavement out of choice,

but rather due to lack of it,”
informs Rajesh Kumar,
from Society for Promotion
of Youth and Masses
(SPYM), a non-profit organ-
isation. He adds, “A majority
of them do odd jobs that last

almost 12 hours a day, but
yet are unable to afford a
proper shelter. During
monsoon, they are a lot
more vulnerable to disease
and ill health. To the middle
and the upper-middle class
that hires these people for
jobs at their homes, I would
plead that they be a little
more compassionate and
do not hesitate from help-
ing, by rewarding them
financially over and above
their salaries, in whatever

way they can; so that these
individuals can at least
afford a roof during such
times of the year.”

Nusrat, who has lived
life as a homeless, shares, “I
spent five to six months on

the roads with my two
young kids, struggling for
safety. Then someone guid-
ed me to a shelter home.
But maine sadkon pe zinda-
gi dekhi hai. Barishon mein
aur mushkil ho jata hai.
Hum tirpal (tarpaulin) dalte
the lekin idher udhar se
paani aa hi jaata tha, aur
humara saara saaman bhi
bheeg jaata tha. Mein
chahungi ki zyada logon ko
mere jaise kisi shelter home
mein jagah mile.”

“Shelter is one of the
most effective solutions to
end the misery of the
homeless during monsoon,”
says Sunil Kumar Aledia,
from Centre for Holistic
Development (CHD), an
advocacy networking
organisation. He adds,
“Every year more than
3,000 people lose their lives
living on the streets. In the
last decade, urban poverty
has increased which has
caused a lot more to go
homeless. The living condi-
tions during the rains play a
major role in this number
being high. If you have
spare space at your homes,
please try to provide shelter
to someone who needs it. If
there is an intent , then a lot
can be done for the home-
less. Those who want to
help them out, can start by
providing the homeless
with essentials such as rain-
coats, umbrellas, slippers
and tarpaulin. This can at
least provide them with the
basic necessities to protect
themselves from the health
concerns that arise due to
staying drenched for long
hours.”

Takes stock of the facilities at IHBAS and
interacts with patients : Rajendra Pal Gautam

Briefs News
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Lieutenant governor VK
Saxena on Wednesday
directed the police to regis-
ter an FIR against former
Congress MLA Jai Kishan
for allegedly preparing
bogus voter identity cards.
Saxena’s direction was
based on the recommenda-
tion of the Lokayukta,
although Kishan denied the
allegations. “The LG has
directed criminal action
against former MLA Jai
Kishan after he was prima
facie found to have pre-
pared bogus voter identity
cards at his residential
address to interfere with
the electoral process for
undue electoral gains,” sen-

ior officials in the LG office
said on Wednesday. When
contacted, Kishan, a five-
time MLA from Delhi’s
Sultanpur Majra assembly
constituency, said, “I am
being harassed because I
refused to join the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
earlier. I have won elections
five times. Hundreds of peo-
ple have met me in the 15
years that I was an MLA.
Maybe my staff did some-
thing behind my back.  I
will take legal recourse in
this matter.” The LG’s direc-
tion came in the wake of the
Lokayukta order dated
April 26 this year, wherein
the body recommended
criminal action against
Kishan for “interfering.

Delhi LG orders FIR against for-
mer Congress MLA for prepar-

ing ‘bogus’ voter ID cards
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West Delhi’s division of the
Central Goods and Services
Tax (CGST)
Commissionerate on
Thursday arrested a person
for fraudulently providing
Input Tax Credit (ITC) of

?7.7crore. The union min-
istry of finance released a
statement pointing out the
investigation details against
a company.

“On the basis of an alert,
an investigation against
M/s Niyati Steels has been
undertaken by CGST Delhi
West Commissionerate.
One Shri Karan Kumar
Aggarwal in his voluntary
statements has admitted
that he looks after all day-
to-day transactions and

operations of the said firm.
The said firm has availed
ITC of ?7.7 crore from non-
existent entities,” the state-
ment said.

ss0ssThe ministry said
six more firms were linked
with Agarwal and he used
his Aadhaar to authenticate

fraudulent ITC and
generate invoices
without receiving
any goods in these
firms. He also used
to sell these goods-
less invoices charg-
ing 3-4% commis-
sions of their taxable

value. “Through further
inquiry and the use of ana-
lytical tools, it was found
that six more firms were
linked with Shri Karan
Kumar Agarwal. These
firms, on the strength of
goods-less invoices worth
approx. ?292 crore, have
collectively availed ineligi-
ble/inadmissible Input Tax
Credit (ITC) of more than
?52 crore from non-exis-
tent entities,” the ministry
said.

CGST Delhi officials arrest
businessman for alleged tax

fraud of over 7 crore
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Base Support Facility (Goa),
an aviation maintenance
unit of INS Hansa, complet-
ed 25 Years of service to the
nation. Since inception on
01 Aug 1997 , the unit has
undertaken  the arduous
task of providing mainte-
nance support to Russian
Origin aircraft at Goa Naval
Area viz., Ilyushin (IL 38),
Kamov 25 and Kamov
28.The last 25 years have
witnessed transformative
inductions and upgrades
pertaining to Russian
Aircraft. Today, BSF (Goa)
provides unbridled techni-
cal support to Kamov 31
(AEW Helicopters), upgrad-
ed IL 38SD (Long Range

Maritime Reconnaissance
Aircraft) and MIG 29K/
KUB (Fifth Generation
Fighters).While the primary
role of the unit is turn round
of aircraft during major
scheduled and unscheduled
technical inspections, there
are critical core duties viz

Quality Assurance
Inspections, training of
Officers and Sailors, user tri-
als of Aircraft items and
workshop testing of
Aviation equipment, which
the unit discharges with
concreted professionalism.
In addition, BSF (Goa) has

stood the test time on
umpteen operational chal-
lenges which have majorly
involved time - critical
preparation of ship borne
aircraft for fulfilling tactical
objectives.

As Base Support
Facility (Goa) marks its
25th anniversary on 01 Aug
22 the event draws energy
and class from the
grandiose 'Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav' which is just cou-
ple of weeks away. The offi-
cers and sailors of BSF
(Goa) commemorated the
'Portal of Technical
Excellence' by conducting a
cycling expedition, Cultural
evening and Rotary Rain
Run in association with
Rotary Club at Goa.

Base Support Facility(Goa) marks
Silver Jubilee on 01 Aug 22

Three held in Delhi for
duping 50 persons online

Homeless in monsoon: Rain isn’t all romantic



EDITORIAL

Perilous provocation
Risky, ill-timed, provocative  these words sum up the
Taiwan visit of US House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, a visit that
raised far more questions than it answered. Defying
repeated warnings from China, Pelosi met Taiwanese lead-
ers and declared that America’s determination to preserve
democracy in Taiwan and around the world remained
‘ironclad’. Whether America’s intention was to reiterate its
commitment to Taiwan’s democracy, play to the interna-
tional gallery or merely to rile China, the trip is not likely to
bring any strategic gain to the US, even as it will have far-
reaching implications for peace and stability in the region.
In any case, the visit was not worth all the trouble.

It’s highly irresponsible of the US to have embarked on
this dangerous course at a time when the global situation is
already tense due to the Russia-Ukraine conflict, which has
intensified the new Cold War and raised the spectre of
World War III. The US can’t escape blame for what’s hap-
pening in Ukraine. America’s stubborn insistence on
NATO’s eastern expansion was a key factor that provoked
Russia to express its insecurities and invade its neighbour
in February, triggering a humanitarian crisis and causing
food and energy shortages worldwide. It’s no surprise that
Russia has termed Pelosi’s visit a deliberate attempt by the
US to irritate China. Taiwan is set to bear the brunt of
China’s heightened military aggression in the aftermath of
the latest American provocation. India, which has been in
the throes of a standoff with China along the LAC for the
past over two years, needs to keep an eagle eye on the
developments. Beijing has been resentful of the growing
activities of Quad  comprising the US, India, Japan and
Australia  in the Indo-Pacific region. New Delhi must priori-
tise its strategic interests and ensure that the US does not
use it to settle scores with China. America’s historical ten-
dency to bite off more than it can chew should alert India to
the dangers of taking part in any misadventure while stand-
ing up to Chinese bullying.

G PARTHASARATHY

Questions have often arisen about the integrity of
Pakistan’s higher judiciary. Its Supreme Court, however,
acted swiftly, on July 26, while dealing with what was an
unlawful action by the Speaker of Punjab’s Legislative
Assembly. The court overturned an announcement of the
Speaker, Dost Mohammed Mazari, that Hamza Shahbaz,
the son of PM Shehbaz Sharif, was the victor in the Punjab
Assembly’s vote for electing a new chief minister. The
Speaker fraudulently claimed that he had received 179
votes, while his opponent, veteran Muslim League leader,
Chaudhry Parvez Elahi, had got only 176 votes. The court’s
decision, leading to the election of Elahi, came at a time
when there was growing unrest across Pakistan at the spi-
ralling prices of essential commodities. The federal gov-
ernment headed by Shehbaz Sharif was being held respon-
sible for this situation. While Imran Khan would decisively
win the elections in the present environment, there
appears little possibility that the next army chief will be his
nominee. These developments came at a time when Imran
Khan was gaining popularity and exploiting public anger.
While Shehbaz Sharif has done better than Imran Khan in
economic policies, the reality is that Pakistan’s economy
was heading for a tailspin. The life of the common man was
becoming impossible. The rate of inflation was officially
acknowledged as 21.3%.

Pakistan has always believed that it can influence the
US to pay its bills, like Washington did during the Cold War,
and later when the US forces were in Afghanistan. The US
and its allies have, however, seen through this ploy.
Pakistan’s external debt is rising sharply, and its foreign
exchange reserves have fallen sharply, to around $10 bil-
lion. While Pakistan describes itself as the ‘all-weather
friend’ of China, the Chinese do not give anything free of
cost to anybody. Pakistan will, however, continue receiving
defence equipment from China at concessional terms. But
Pakistan should remember that Sri Lanka was forced to
hand over control of the Hambantota Port to China when it
could not repay the cost of its construction. China could do
likewise for its investments, like in the Gwadar Port in
Balochistan, or elsewhere across CPEC. That would appear
unlikely at present. Pakistan is, after all, a crucial partner in
China’s policy of ‘strategic containment’ of India.

Pakistan has long believed that it can balance its budg-
et by tying itself to major powers. It remained an ‘ally’ of
China and the US for decades. China recently provided a
loan of $2.3 billion to Pakistan and has committed itself to
back moves to end international sanctions on Pakistan by
the International Financial Action Task Force (FATF). New
Delhi is, meanwhile, responding to such moves by China
with offers for supply of BrahMos missiles to countries like
Vietnam, the Philippines and Indonesia, which face fre-
quent intrusions into their waters by Chinese warships.
China’s next move will be to expand transportation corri-
dors through Pakistan to Afghanistan, to exploit
Afghanistan’s huge resources of minerals and metals.
Imran Khan is exhilarated at the recent developments,
which appear to have persuaded him that he is on the
comeback trail to power. The recent byelection results in
Pakistan’s most populous state, Punjab, indicate that he is
riding the wave of national approval. While the national
elections are not scheduled till October, there is an equally
important event scheduled in November — the appoint-
ment of a new army chief, who, like his predecessors, will
wield immense influence on the government, Parliament,
and even the judiciary. Imran Khan’s favourite as the next
chief is the Corps Commander of Peshawar, Lt Gen Faiz
Hameed, who had served him loyally as the ISI chief. Faiz is,
however, only 10th in the order of seniority.  Imran Khan
would like to have a decisive say in the appointment of the
army chief. He had experienced the power and influence of
army chief General Bajwa, when he was unceremoniously
ousted from power. Hence, his demands are for an early, or
even immediate ouster of the Shehbaz Sharif government,
and for holding early parliamentary elections. While Imran
Khan would decisively win the elections in the present
environment, there now appears little possibility that the
next army chief will be his nominee. General Bajwa contin-
ues in office till November 29 and will recommend his suc-
cessor.  India needs to move adroitly to see that interna-
tional pressure on Pakistan to halt support for terrorism
continues. It was such pressure by the FATF that compelled
Pakistan to act against the likes of the Lashkar-e-Taiba
chief, Hafiz Saeed. But others, like the leader of the Jaish-e-
Mohammed, Maulana Masood Azhar, who was a central fig-
ure during the hijacking of IC 814.

Imran on comeback trail
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OPINION

As independent India turns
75, the most important
aspect of its nationhood is
its territorial integrity and
the safety and security of its
citizens from any external
threat or externally spon-
sored threat. At the fore-
front in safeguarding our
country are the armed
forces, supported by vari-
ous other elements of state
power, the prime one being
the economy.

We went through four
major wars within the first
24 years as an independent
country and the last of these
conflicts saw India liberat-
ing and facilitating the birth
of a nation. A limited war
was again fought success-
fully against Pakistani intru-
sions in Kargil. Virulent
insurgencies, which are
actually proxy wars, have
been effectively combated
and kept under check.

However, disputed bor-
ders and large areas with
constant friction continue to
impinge on our develop-
mental goals and territorial
integrity. India’s ongoing
security problems are land-
centric. We have unsettled
and disputed borders with
our two major adversaries.

Going from the east to
west, there is a 3,488-km-
long Line of Actual Control
(LAC) with China, which is
contested all along by the
manufactured claims of our
northern neighbour. It has
well-identified disputed and
sensitive areas.

Almost in continuation
is the disputed boundary
with Pakistan on the world’s
highest battlefield at the
Siachen glacier. Thereafter,
is the Line of Control (LoC),
stretching over 740 km
through J&K. As the inter-
national border with our

western neighbour nears
the Persian Gulf, we have
the boundary dispute at Sir
Creek in the Rann of Kutch.
Moving inwards from the
borders, the Indian Army,
paramilitary forces and
Central police organisations
have been embroiled in
combating militant insur-
gency in J&K and the North-
East, which is aided and
abetted by our inimical
neighbours.

Then there is a Maoist
insurgency waxing and
waning in the heartland
states, where the Army
deployment has been right-
ly avoided so far.

As we look ahead, there
are some pressing issues
which need increased focus,
relative to our national
security. The first one is the
economy and the optimum
use of the defence budget.
The major economic thrust
of the government and the
pointer to future economic
prosperity is ‘Make in India’.
The Indian armed forces
are a prominent stakeholder
in its success. The matrix of
numbers related to equip-
ment and wherewithal of
the services is of a very
large dimension. The manu-

facture of military equip-
ment not only gives a boost
to the defence industry, but
also builds up a dual-use
ecosystem of many smaller
items and sub-items, which
in turn, encourages entre-
preneurship, generates
employment and multiple
other benefits. The success
of ‘Make in India’ for
defence equipment will lead
to an enhancement of
defence exports, accrue
forex earnings and con-
tribute significantly to the
GDP. The big-ticket missile
export to the Philippines
was a clear pointer in the
direction of becoming a net
exporter of defence equip-
ment. The recently tabled
report by the Ministry of
Defence in Parliament has
highlighted a notable
decrease in India’s military
equipment imports. This is
primarily due to the new
acquisition policies, thrust
on indigenous manufacture
and successive increase in
items on the negative
import list, giving a boost to
the start-ups to work
increasingly in the defence
manufacturing eco-system.
In this vein, very useful
work is now being done in

robotics and AI technolo-
gies by new small-scale
entrants.

Organising the armed
forces into integrated the-
atre commands is another
subject which needs urgent
attention. It directly impacts
how the forces should be
structured and evolved into
a robust organisation that
optimally harnesses the
national military power.

At the outset, there is no
gainsaying that to be a great
power, India needs a large
and modern navy with a
trans-oceanic reach. The
Indian Navy is a formidable
force but given our emerg-
ing challenges, it definitely
needs to be on a growth tra-
jectory, adequately
equipped with surface, sub-
surface and aerial platforms
for varying roles.

The Air Force has to
possess the capability to not
only guard our vast air
space but also provide oper-
ational reach that can also
act as an effective deterrent.
The IAF is a highly profes-
sional service but its capac-
ity needs to be enhanced,
upgraded and modernised
on an ongoing basis.
However, the issue of inte-

grated force structures has
to be viewed in terms of our
current challenges and not
as one that a superpower
with expeditionary forces
would see it. Our deploy-
ments beyond the Indian
shores are only under the
UN aegis with two brief
exceptions in the past and
that too in the immediate
neighbourhood.

The US girdles the globe
with its theatre commands
and aircraft carriers and the
wannabe superpower,
China, has carved out its
own version of such an
organisation in keeping
with its aspirations and per-
ceived threats. India is nei-
ther an expansionist nation
nor does it covet foreign ter-
ritory or aspire to act as a
global security provider on
its own through the deploy-
ment of forces overseas.

The primary role of our
armed forces is to deter war
against the country and
prosecute operations to
safeguard our territorial
integrity in case deterrence
fails. Given the adversarial
relationships with our two
major neighbouring coun-
tries, it is imperative to
maintain and equip the
three services with state-of-
the-art and platform-centric
systems. However, given the
force parities and stakes
involved, as long as the dis-
putes along the LAC and
LoC are managed with
resolve and sagacity, the
actual occurrence of a large-
dimension conventional
conflict can well be
deterred. At worst, face-offs
and intrusions could lead to
local clashes, which would
lie in the domain of the
Army with support from
the Air Force. Within these
parameters.

Pakistan today stands politically
fragmented, with power contenders
trying to swing vote banks through
the narratives of corruption and
misgovernance, and repeatedly
manipulating the Constitution for
favourable political outcomes. The
economic crisis appears to be
intractable with an alarming debt
burden and high inflation.
Disgruntled insurgent groups and
terror outfits inspired by Taliban
ideology and emboldened by the vic-
tory (in Afghanistan) are intensify-
ing their positions and unswerving-
ly challenging the security appara-
tus of the state. The all-powerful
military, which has persistently
taken pride in projecting itself as the
ultimate guardian of the state,
claims that it stands ‘neutral’ and
would refrain from any political
interference. The military has often
claimed to be a neutral player, but in
practice the deep state continues to
exercise decisive control over politi-
cal developments.

On the international level, the
new regime under Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif is trying hard to
reset ties with critical powers
which suffered a blow during Imran
Khan’s tenure due to the latter’s
unsubstantiated accusations. The
foreign policy reset exercise is
important as Pakistan is highly
dependent on external assistance to
manage its economic crisis and also
desperately aspires to exit the
Financial Action Task Force (FATF)
grey list. Washington’s stance
appears to be softened, giving
Islamabad a feel-good factor.
Shehbaz visited Saudi Arabia as
soon as he took charge as Pakistan
cannot afford to have the Saudis not
holding their hand. Pakistan’s efforts
to appease European nations have
garnered some success with token
financial assistance. Its relationship
with China remains strong despite
the noise about challenges in the
progress of China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor projects and the
Baloch rebels targeting Chinese
workers in Pakistan.

Pakistan goes through a regular
and interestingly predictable cycle of
political fragility, manipulative tac-
tics by state institutions and unre-
solvable economic woes which
demand a constant drip of foreign
assistance. However, some factors

have remained unaffected: i) sus-
tained military modernisation (with
Chinese assistance); ii) expansion of
its nuclear arsenal and its nuclear
posturing; iii) anti-India and victim-
hood narratives to legitimise its
patronage to non-state actors, con-
tinue high cost military build-up and
target India’s rising profile, strategic
partnerships and sovereign deci-
sion-making.

Pakistan continues to present a
complex set of contradictions: it
shares an ambiguous relationship
with Islam; welcomes western
notions of modernity and at the
same time, tries to retain its ortho-
dox Islamic identity by upholding
the narrative of Islamophobia; has
an ambitious military that cautious-
ly guards its strategic and economic
interests; struggles to sustain a dem-
ocratic regime but the democratic
leadership, willingly or unwillingly,
follows the red lines for their suste-
nance; and the state consistently
claims that it wants peace in the
region but compellingly adopts ter-
rorism as a foreign policy tool
(against India and Afghanistan).
This has never allowed stability in
its relations with India. It is interest-
ing to understand how Pakistan has
evolved over the last 75 years and

why it perpetually struggles with
contradictions and threat percep-
tions. Pakistan has experienced a
deep sense of insecurity due to its
small size, geography and (per-
ceived) hegemonic neighbour
India. Muhammad Ali Jinnah
termed the country’s small size as
“moth-eaten”. Pakistan was also
uncomfortable with the share of
resources it received during the
Partition. The two-nation theory
evolved from the basic fear that in a
democracy dominated by a Hindu
majority, the Muslims would not be
able to freely exercise their rights
and practise the tenets of Islam. The
two-nation theory invariably had
perilous consequences on the evo-
lution of Pakistan. The theory per-
petrated the feeling of a threat to
their existence among the masses,
consciously and unconsciously
aggravated by multiple other
forces/factors.

Pakistan does have strengths
including — an attractive geo-
strategic location, agriculture-rich
land, religious and cultural homo-
geneity and an ideological immedia-
cy with the oil-rich wealthy Muslim
countries. Unfortunately, Pakistan
failed to focus on building its
strengths and the ruling elites

opted to seek military alliances
with major powers like the US and
China; focus on weapon modernisa-
tion; build and expand the nuclear
arsenal; adopt and intensify the
strategy of sub-conventional war
for Kashmir and use religion exten-
sively for nation-building, statecraft
and strategic security. This allowed
the unchallenged growth of the mil-
itary institution, seen as the sole sav-
iour of the state. The defence spend-
ing was kept high depriving the
nation of development expenditure.
The military expanded itself con-
tributing significantly to the eco-
nomic weaknesses. The democratic
regime remained weak catering to
the interests of the deep state.

Pakistan’s focus on military
build-up and acquisition of nuclear
weapons intensified after it lost
East Pakistan in 1971. Bhutto set
the priorities of the state and was
determined to have the nuclear
bomb even if Pakistan had to “eat
grass”. Pakistan’s appeal for an
‘Islamic Bomb’ fetched lavish finan-
cial assistance from Muslim coun-
tries in the 1970s. While Pakistan
needed a reliable ally, China, on the
other hand, found a cheap and con-
venient option in Pakistan to bal-
ance India. 

No compromise on security

Pakistan at the crossroads

LT GEN PRADEEP BALI

SHALINI CHAWLA

Pakistan’s ties with
India have remained
strained, leading to the
absence of diplomatic
dialogue between the
nuclear-armed neigh-
bours. After over seven
decades of highly mili-
tarised efforts towards
seeking parity with
India, Pakistan lags
behind on most
parameters of national
security. Seventy five
years of seeking secu-
rity have not made
Pakistan secure.

The govt. led by PM Shehbaz Sharif (right) is trying to reset foreign policy by improving ties with major powers. 

The pointer to
future economic
prosperity is
‘Make in India’.
The Indian armed
forces are a
prominent stake-
holder in its suc-
cess. The numbers
related to equip-
ment and where-
withal of the serv-
ices are huge. The
making of mili-
tary equipment
gives a push to the
industry. It also
builds up a dual-
use ecosystem of
many smaller
items, which in
turn, boosts entre-
preneurship and
generates employ-
ment.

Maintaining and equipping the three services with state-of-the-art and platform-centric.



5OPEN SEARCH
NEW DELHI, FRIDAY, AUGUST 05, 2022www.opensearch.co.in ENGLISH DAILY

INTERNATIONAL

BEIJING: (AGENCY)

Chinese military exercises
around Taiwan are set to
disrupt one of the world's
busiest shipping zones,
analysts told AFP, highlight-
ing the island's critical posi-
tion in already stretched
global supply chains. The
drills -- China's largest-ever
around Taiwan -- are a
major show of strength
after US House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi infuriated
Beijing by visiting the
island. The manoeuvres
kicked off Thursday and
will take place along some of
the busiest shipping routes
on the planet, used to sup-
ply vital semiconductors
and electronic equipment
produced in East Asian fac-
tory hubs to global markets.
Nearly half the world's con-
tainer ships passed through
the narrow Taiwan Strait --
which separates the island
from the Chinese mainland
-- in the first seven months
of this year, according to
data compiled by

Bloomberg.
"Given that much of the

world's container fleet pass-
es through that waterway,
there will inevitably be dis-
ruptions to global supply
chains due to the rerouting,"
said James Char, an associ-
ate research fellow at
Singapore's S. Rajaratnam
School of International
Studies.

Even a small disruption
in global supply chains,
already battered by the
COVID-19 pandemic and
Russia's invasion of
Ukraine, could prove costly.

"China's planned live-
fire exercises are occurring
in an incredibly busy water-
way," Nick Marro, the
Economist Intelligence
Unit's lead analyst for global

trade, wrote in a note.
"The shutting down of

these transport routes --
even temporarily -- has con-
sequences not only for
Taiwan, but also trade flows
tied to Japan and South
Korea."

The uncertainty
dragged the Taiwan Taiex
Shipping and
Transportation Index,

which tracks major ship-
ping and airline stocks,
down 1.05 percent on
Thursday.

The index was down
4.6 per cent since the begin-
ning of the week.

Taiwan's Maritime and
Port Bureau has warned
ships in northern, eastern
and southern areas to avoid
the areas being used for the
drills.

But several shipping
companies contacted by
AFP said they were waiting
to see the impact of the
drills before rerouting.

The ongoing typhoon
season made it riskier to
divert ships around the
eastern coast of Taiwan
through the Philippine Sea,
some added.

Others said they would
stick to their schedules.

"We don't see any
impact during (this) period
and we don't have any plan
on re-routing our vessels,"
said Bonnie Huang, a
spokesman for Maersk
China.

WASHINGTON: (AGENCY)

A top US official on
Wednesday called China's
military drills in response
to US House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi's visit to
Taiwan irresponsible and
warned of the danger of
the situation spiraling out
of control.

"We believe that what
China is doing here is not
responsible," said National
Security Advisor Jake
Sullivan in an interview
with National Public Radio.

Beijing on Wednesday
geared up for military
exercises encircling
Taiwan in retaliation for
Pelosi's visit to the demo-
cratic self-ruling island
that China considers part
of its territory.

"Whenever a military
engages in a series of activ-
ities that include the possi-
bility of missile tests, of live
fire exercises, of fighter jets
buzzing around the skies
and ships moving around
on the seas, the possibility
of some kind of incident is
real," Sullivan said.

He urged Beijing to de-
escalate tensions in the

Taiwan Strait. "What we
are hopeful for is that the
PRC acts responsibly and
avoids the kind of escala-
tion that could lead to a
mistake or miscalculation

in the air or on the seas,"
Sullivan said, using China's
official name, the People's
Republic of China. Pelosi,
the second in line to the US
presidency, departed
Taiwan Wednesday morn-
ing, having defied a series
of increasingly stark
threats from Beijing, which
considers her visit a major
provocation. China reacted
with fury, announcing
what it said were "neces-

sary and just" military
drills in the seas just off
Taiwan's coast -- some of
the world's busiest water-
ways. After Pelosi's depar-
ture, Taiwan's defense

ministry announced late
Wednesday that 27
Chinese warplanes had
entered the island's air
defence identification zone
(ADIZ). Over the last two
years, Beijing has ramped
up military incursions into
Taiwan's ADIZ -- which is
not the same as the island's
territorial airspace, but
includes a far greater area -
- but that is still a relatively
rare occurrence.

China Military Drills Around Taiwan
Threaten Global Supply Chain Disruption

China's Military Drills After Nancy
Pelosi Visit "Irresponsible", Warns US

Bemused Tourists Granted
Front Row Seats To China's

Latest Fury At Taiwan
PINGTAN, CHINA: (AGENCY)

The hum of holiday vibes and the selfie-snapping is
interrupted by the roar of explosions as projectiles shoot
up into the sky, prompting 'oohs and aahs' from the sur-
prised tourists. Visitors to Pingtan island, a popular des-
tination with resplendent sea and reefs that attracts
thousands of visitors every summer, have been granted
a front row seat to China's latest fury at Taiwan. The
unprecedented military
exercises are a response to
this week's visit to the self-
ruled island by US House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi --
seen by Beijing as a major
provocation. The closest
point in mainland China to
Taiwan, about 125 km away
across the strait, Pingtan lies on the frontlines. Tourists
in shorts, t-shirts and caps defy the 38 degree Celsius
(100 degrees Fahrenheit) temperature and crowd on
the eastern tip of the island. But the afternoon beach fun
is swiftly punctuated by the boom of missile fire across
the Taiwan Strait, sending tourists' heads spinning. Their
cameras swiftly shift from documenting family fun to the
latest geopolitical missive between Beijing and Taipei,
facing the azure sky to capture the projectiles soaring
from military installations located only a few kms away.    

"Who Gave Them Such
Qualification?" China Scolds
G7 Over Taiwan Statement

BEIJING: (AGENCY)

China scolded foreign ministers of the Group of Seven
(G7) nations on Thursday for telling Beijing not to use a
visit by US House of Representatives Speaker Nancy
Pelosi to Taiwan as "pretext for aggressive military activ-
ity in the Taiwan Strait". China responded to Pelosi's visit
to Taiwan earlier this week by ordering live fire military
drills in the waters surrounding the self-governed island,
which Beijing regards as its sovereign territory. A G7 for-
eign ministers joint statement warned that China's esca-
latory response risked increasing tensions and destabil-
ising the region and said it was routine for legislators
from their countries to travel internationally. 

KUALA LUMPUR: (AGENCY)

Malaysia is scrambling to
protect its assets as the
descendants of the last sul-
tan of the remote Philippine
region of Sulu look to
enforce a $15 billion arbi-
tration award in a dispute
over a colonial-era land deal.

In 1878, two European
colonists signed a deal with

the sultan for the use of his
territory in present-day
Malaysia – an agreement
that independent Malaysia
honoured until 2013, pay-
ing the monarch's descen-
dants about $1,000 a year.

Now, 144 years later
after the original deal,
Malaysia is on the hook for
the second largest arbitra-
tion award on record for
stopping the payments
after a bloody incursion by
supporters of Sultan
Mohammed Jamalul Alam's
heirs in which more than
50 people were killed.

"It is a fascinating and
unusual case," said lawyer
Paul Cohen, a lead co-coun-
sel for the sultan's heirs
from British law firm 4-5
Gray's Inn Square. For
years, Malaysia largely dis-
missed the claims but in
July, two Luxembourg-

based subsidiaries of state
energy firm Petronas were
served with a seizure notice
to enforce the award that
the heirs won in February.

The arbitration ruling
in France followed an eight-
year legal effort by the heirs
and $20 million in funds
raised for them from
unidentified third-party
investors, according to

interviews with main fig-
ures in the case and legal
documents seen by Reuters.

Malaysia did not partic-
ipate in nor recognise the
arbitration - allowing the
heirs to present their case
without rebuttal - despite
warnings that it would be
dangerous to ignore the
process. The claimants,
including some retirees, are
Filipino citizens leading
middle-class lives, a far cry
from their royal ancestors
of the Sulu sultanate that
once spanned rainforest-
covered islands in the
southern Philippines and
parts of Borneo island.

The heirs argue that
the 19th century deal was a
commercial lease, which is
why they chose arbitration.
They also claimed compen-
sation for the vast energy
reserves that have since

been discovered in the ter-
ritory they gave up in
Malaysia's Sabah state on
Borneo. Malaysia disputes
that, saying the sultanate
ceded sovereignty and the
arbitration was illegitimate.

"The arbitration is a
sophisticated fiction, veiled
as a legal process," Uria
Menendez, a Spanish law
firm representing Malaysia,
told Reuters. Malaysia has
obtained a stay in France
pending an appeal – a
process that could take
years – but the award
remains enforceable global-
ly under a U.N. convention
on arbitration. Malaysia
honoured the colonial-era
deal until 2013, when sup-
porters of the late Jamalul
Kiram III, who claimed to
be the rightful sultan of Sulu,
attempted to reclaim Sabah.
Clashes erupted when
about 200 supporters
arrived in boats from the
Philippines and lasted near-
ly a month. Kiram, who
claimed to be the "poorest
sultan in the world", was not
one of the court-recognised
heirs who received pay-
ments from Malaysia. The
eight claimants in the arbi-
tration - including Kiram's
daughter and cousins - who
received the annual pay-
ment have condemned the
attack. Up until the intru-
sion, the Malaysian
embassy in Manila wrote a
cheque to the claimants
every year for "cession
money", according to
cheques and correspon-
dence from the embassy to
the heirs and shared with
Reuters by the heirs'
lawyers.??  Malaysia's then-
prime minister, Najib
Razak, told Reuters he had
stopped the payments.

Briefs News
BEIJING: (AGENCY)

China fired ballistic missiles
and deployed fighter jets
and warships on Thursday
as it began its largest-ever
military exercises around
Taiwan, a show of force
sparked by US House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi's visit
to the island. Pelosi was the
highest-profile US official to
visit Taiwan in years, defy-
ing a series of stark threats
from Beijing, which views
the self-ruled island as its
territory. In retaliation,

China launched a series of
exercises in multiple zones
around Taiwan, straddling
some of the busiest ship-
ping lanes in the world and
at some points just 20 kilo-
metres (12 miles) from the
island's shore.

The drills began
around 12 pm (0400 GMT),
and involved a "convention-
al missile firepower
assault" in waters to the
east of Taiwan, the Chinese
military said.

The aim was to test the
precision of the missiles
and their ability to deny an
enemy access to or control
of an area, Eastern Theater
Command spokesman
Senior Colonel Shi Yi said in
a statement.

Taiwan said the
Chinese military fired sev-
eral Dongfeng-class ballis-
tic missiles, and condemned
the exercises as "irrational
actions that undermine

regional peace".
Taipei did not say

where the missiles landed
or whether they flew over
the island.

AFP journalists on the
border island of Pingtan
saw several small projec-
tiles flying into the sky fol-
lowed by plumes of white
smoke and loud booming
sounds.

On the mainland, at
what is said to be China's
closest point to Taiwan, AFP
saw a batch of five military
helicopters flying at a rela-
tively low altitude near a
popular tourist spot.

drills will conclude at
midday on Sunday.

Beijing's nationalist
state-run tabloid Global
Times had said, citing mili-
tary analysts, that the exer-
cises were "unprecedent-
ed" and that missiles would
fly over Taiwan for the first
time. 'Preparation for actual
combat' Beijing has defend-
ed the drills as "necessary
and just", pinning the
blame for the escalation on
the United States and its
allies. "In the current strug-
gle surrounding Pelosi's
Taiwan visit, the United
States are the provocateurs,
China is the victim," foreign
ministry spokeswoman
Hua Chunying told a regular
briefing Wednesday. A
Chinese military source
also told AFP the exercises
would be staged "in prepa-
ration for actual combat".

"If the Taiwanese
forces come into contact
with the PLA on purpose
and accidentally fire a gun,
the PLA will take stern
countermeasures, and all
the consequences will be
borne by the Taiwanese
side," the source said.

ISLAMABAD: (AGENCY)

The Taliban are investigat-
ing a US "claim" that al
Qaeda leader Ayman al-
Zawahiri was killed in a US
drone strike in Kabul, a
Taliban official said on
Thursday, indicating the
group's leadership were not
aware of his presence
there. The United States
killed Zawahiri with a mis-
sile fired from a drone while
he stood on a balcony at his
Kabul hideout on Sunday,
US officials said, in the
biggest blow to the terror-
ists since Osama bin Laden
was shot dead more than a
decade ago. "The govern-
ment and the leadership
wasn't aware of what is
being claimed, nor any trace
there," Suhail Shaheen, the
designated Taliban repre-
sentative to the United
Nations, who is based in
Doha, told journalists in a

message. "Investigation is
underway now to find out
about the veracity of the
claim," he said, adding that
the results of the investiga-
tion would be shared pub-
licly. Taliban leaders have

remained largely tight-
lipped about the Sunday
drone strike and have not
confirmed the presence or
death of Zawahiri in Kabul.

Top Taliban leaders

have been holding lengthy
discussions about how to
respond to the US drone
strike, three sources in the
group said. How the Taliban
react could have significant
repercussions as the group

seeks international legiti-
macy and access to billions
of dollars in frozen funds,
following their defeat of a
US-backed government a
year ago.

Zawahiri, an Egyptian
doctor, was closely involved
in the September 11, 2001,
attacks on the United States
and was one of the world's
most wanted men.

His death in Kabul rais-
es questions about whether
he received sanctuary from
the Taliban, who had
assured the United States as
part of a 2020 agreement
on the withdrawal of US-led
forces that they would not
harbour other terrorist
groups.

Shaheen said the
Islamic Emirate of
Afghanistan - the name the
Taliban use for the country
and their government - was
committed to the agree-
ment, signed in the Qatari
capital, Doha. US Secretary
of State Antony Blinken said
the Taliban had "grossly
violated" the agreement by
hosting and sheltering
Zawahiri.

China To Stage Largest-Ever
Military Drills Around Taiwan

After Nancy Pelosi Visit

Taliban To Investigate US Claim, Says
"No Trace" Of Al Qaeda Chief Killing

Why Malaysia Owes $15 Billion To A
Sultan's Heirs. Hint: Colonial Dispute

India Among "Our
Closest Partners":
US' Blinken Ahead

Of ASEAN Meet
PHNOM PENH: (AGENCY)

US Secretary of State
Antony Blinken, who met
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar in Cambodia
ahead of the ASEAN minis-
terial meeting on Thursday,
said that New Delhi is
among Washington's "clos-
est partners". Both Antony
Blinken and Jaishankar are
in Cambodia to attend the
ASEAN ministerial meet-
ing. In a statement issued
by the Department of State,
Antony Blinken said that it
is an opportunity for both
the leaders to compare
notes over various mutual
interest areas including
free and open Indo-Pacific
and Sri Lanka crisis.

"Taking part in the
ASEAN meetings is the
opportunity for us to get
together and compare
notes with our closest part-
ners, starting with my long-
time friend, Indian Foreign
Minister Jaishankar,"
Antony Blinken said in the
statement.

"This is an opportunity
for us to compare notes as
we head into these very
important ASEAN meet-
ings. We're both strong
proponents of ASEAN cen-
trality. We have a shared
vision together for a free
and open Indo-Pacific that
we work on in so many dif-
ferent ways every single
day," the US Secretary of
State said further.

A warm conversation
to start meetings on side-
lines of ASEAN Ministerial
in Phnom Penh. "We have
some immediate challenges
that we're both concerned
with including.
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CALCUTTA : (AGENCY)

Hardik Pandya has credited
captain Rohit Sharma and
head coach Rahul Dravid
for creating an environ-
ment which has allowed
players to perform with
increased freedom and
security without “looking
over their shoulders”.
Pandya, the vice-captain for
the West Indies T20I series,
didn’t say it in as many
words but those in the
know of things agreed that
some players are feeling
more comfortable than they
had in the previous regime
commanded by Ravi Shastri
and Virat Kohli. “Ro (Rohit)
gives you a lot of flexibility
and freedom which has
been his strength through-
out his captaincy stint
whenever I have played
with him,” Hardik said after
India took a 2-1 lead in the
five-match series with a
seven-wicket win in St Kitts
on Tuesday. “Here as well, a
lot of credit goes to him and
Rahul Dravid (for) the way

they have got the team
together and making sure a
lot of positive mindset
comes in. Players are feel-
ing secure... they are not
looking over their shoulders,
making sure they are get-
ting ample chances. They
are getting told as well if
they are not playing, and
that is something which is
commendable.”

Veteran Dinesh Karthik
also spoke on similar lines
about feeling “secure” in
this set-up during the home

T20I series against South
Africa.  It is this clarity of
role that has helped in
enhancing their perform-
ance. Youngsters like
Harshal Patel, Avesh Khan
and Ishan Kishan are being
given enough opportunities
to perform. None of the
players can now complain
that they have been
dumped unceremoniously.

The same didn’t apply
during the Shastri-Kohli
regime. Even a senior like
Ravichandran Ashwin was

thrown out after the
Champions Trophy in 2017
and was never considered
for limited overs games
before the last T20 World
Cup. Kuldeep Yadav
received similar step-moth-
erly treatment after the
2019 World Cup. Umesh
Yadav was never consid-
ered a Test regular, his
remarkable record in 2017
notwithstanding. Pandya
said that a day ahead of the
third T20I, there was a
team meeting on whether

they should persist with
their aggressive batting.
“The way we are putting
bowlers under pressure,
even they are thinking that
this Indian team, even if it is
10 for 3, will not look to play
out the 20 overs,” Pandya
said. “It is thinking that how
can we reach 190 even from
here. That attitude is mak-
ing this team look more
dangerous, and we will try
to continue that. About the
approach, credit again goes
to Ro and the coach. We
were all having a chat about
how we should go about the
slow wicket, do we still want
to continue this style of
play... “He gave us the free-
dom, saying that you know
what, forget about the
results, we are trying some-
thing new, we are going to
make mistakes, we are
going to learn from them,
but what we have been
doing for five-six years, we
are going to go away from
that, and make sure that we
try everything and all
options.

BIRMINGHAM : (AGENCY)

A last minute addition to the
athletics team, Tejaswin
Shankar on Wednesday
became the first Indian to
win a men's high jump
medal in the
Commonwealth Games as
he clinched a bronze in the
final here.

The national record
holder cleared 2.22m to fin-
ish third on countback.
Donald Thomas of Bahamas
and England's Joel Clarke-
Khan also cleared 2.22m
but they needed more than
one attempt to do it while
Shankar was successful in
single try. In women's shot
put final, Manpreet Kaur
finished 12th and last with
a disappointing best throw
of 15.69m. The 23-year-old
Shankar could not soar over
2.25m in two attempts. He
then went for 2.28m in his
third and final attempt in a
bid to win a silver but failed.
Before Shankar, the best
position an Indian had
achieved in men's high
jump in CWG was by Bhim
Singh who cleared 2.06m in
the 1970 edition in
Edinburgh. "I had a long

(US) collegiate season and
started jumping in January
but getting a bronze here is

like a dream come true and
I'm just happy to take some-
thing back home with me,"
an elated Shankar said.

Shankar had finished
sixth in the 2018 Gold Coast
edition with a best jump of
2.24m. Shankar, who was
added in the Indian athletics
squad on the orders of
Delhi High Court, has a sea-
son's best of 2.27m and
personal best of 2.29m.

Hamish Kerr of New
Zealand won the gold while
Australia's Brandon Starc
clinched the silver. Both
cleared 2.25m but could not
soar over 2.28m but the
Kiwi won the gold on count

back. "I've been seeing
these guys (Hamish Kerr
and Brandon Starc) on TV

all the time so just to share
the podium with them is
spectacular. This is my first
feather in my cap so I just
want things to move for-
ward from here," he added

On July 22, Shankar was
cleared to compete at the
Commonwealth Games
after the organisers accept-
ed his entry on the request
of Indian Olympic
Association (IOA), ending a
month-long drama sur-
rounding his participation.
The organisers had initially
rejected Shankar's late
entry but the IOA later got
confirmation from the
Commonwealth.

Hardik thanks Rohit, Dravid
for ‘flexibility and freedom’

BIRMINGHAM : (AGENCY)

Harmanpreet Singh and
Akashdeep Singh scored a
brace each as the Indian
men’s hockey team routed
Canada 8-0 in their third
match and jumped to the
top of Pool B at the
Commonwealth Games
here on Wednesday.
Harmanpreet (7th, 54th
minute) converted two
penalty corners while
Akashdeep Singh (38th,
60th) scored two fine field
goals. Amit Rohidas (10th),
Lalit Upadhyay (20th),
Gurjant Singh (27th) and
Mandeep Singh (58th) were
the other goal scorers for
India.

With this win, India
overtook England to reach
the top of the pool. They will

play Wales in their final
group match on Thursday.

The women’s team too
defeated Canada 3-2 to
enter the semi-finals.
Salima Tete (third minute)
and Navneet Kaur (22nd)
took India ahead, but
Canada drew level through
Brienne Stairs (23rd) and
Hannah Haughn (39th).
Locked 2-2, Janneke
Schopman’s girls respond-

ed brilliantly when
Lalremsiami scored off a
rebound, after a penalty cor-
ner in the 51st minute.
Judoka Tulika Mann, who
was assured of a medal
after booking a final berth,
won silver in the women’s
78kg after losing to
Scotland’s Sarah Adlington.
The 22-yearold performed
an ‘Ippon’ to humble New
Zealand’s Sydnee Andrews

within three minutes in the
semi-final match earlier

The only other Indian,
Deepak Deswal, went down
to Fiji’s Tevita Takawaya in
the men’s 100kg repechage.

The mixed doubles pair
of veteran Joshna Chinappa
and Harinder Pal Singh
Sandhu progressed to the
pre-quarter finals in
squash. They defeated Sri
Lanka’s Yeheni Kuruppu
and Ravindu Laksiri 8-11,
11-4, 11-3. Earlier in the
day, Sunayna Kuruvilla
defeated Fung-AFat of
Guyana 11-7, 13-11, 11-2 in
the women’s squash singles
plate final. In lawn bowls,
the Indian women’s pair of
Lovely Choubey and
Nayanmoni Saikia beat
Hina Rereiti and Olivia
Buckingham .

Lovepreet adds to India’s
medal rush in weightlift-

ing, wins bronze
BIRMINGHAM : (AGENCY)

India’s medal count at the Commonwealth Games con-
tinued to rise with Lovepreet Singh winning a bronze in
the men’s 109kg here on Wednesday. The 24-year-old
son of a tailor from Amritsar lifted a personal best of
355kg, including a new national record of 192kg in clean
and jerk, to finish third on the podium. Lovepreet
improved from 157kg to 163kg in his final attempt of
snatch to be joint second with Canadian Pierre-
Alexandre Bessette. However, in the clean and jerk he
slipped to third position. “I could not have been happier.

This was my first big
competition at the
international stage and
I produced my best-
ever show to return
with a medal,” said the
f o r m e r
Commonwealth junior
champion. Junior
Nyabeyeu of

Cameroon claimed the gold with a total lift of 361kg,
while Jack Opeloge of Samoa bagged the silver by lifting
358kg in the event.

“Like every other athlete I too faced a lot of hardships,
including financial constraints. But my parents ensured
that I could keep going.” Life changed after the heavy-
weight lifter joined Indian Navy in 2015, and then
moved to the national camp at Patiala. He went on to win
the 2017 Commonwealth Junior Championship, and in
the same year, bagged a bronze at the Asian Junior
Championship. I n h i s maiden CWG, he had successful
lifts in all his attempts in both snatch and clean-jerk, dis-
playing his composure.

“This was my first major competition so obviously I
was under pressure. But nerves settled after my first lift
as I gradually kept on improving,” he said. Asked about
missing the silver by just 3kg, he said: “I fought for it but
the competition was tough.” He dedicated the medal to
his coaches, family and fellow countrymen.

Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy:
Emphasis on batting in

first practice session
CALCUTTA : (AGENCY)

Bengal got the ball rolling for the forthcoming season
with a practice session at Eden Gardens’ Indoor Centre
on Wednesday. In order to address the batting-related
concerns that have been plaguing Bengal for a long time,
the batsmen were made to face wet tennis balls to count-
er the extra bounce and plastic balls to deal with the
swing. The focus was also on leaving the ball. Head coach
Laxmi Ratan Shukla also ensured makeshift nets were
put up under the gallery (‘K’ block) close to the indoor
centre.

“Each of those nets was utilised for specific purpos-
es,” Shukla said after the five-and a-half-hour training
session. “For instance, in one net, batsmen had to play
only the hook. And in another one, they were asked to
play only the sweep shot. So this is how we plan to
approach our training sessions, in a holistic manner.”

For bowlers, there were spot bowling sessions for
both quicks and spinners along with other basic drills.
Such a training method in the first practice session
ahead of a new season hasn’t been common for the
Bengal senior men’s team over the last few years. 

“The focus will be purely on skillset training as the
season begins (with the Syed Mushtaq Ali T20 Trophy)
in two months’ time. That’s what I have told our crick-
eters and nothing else because I don’t believe in long lec-
tures. “The message from my side is clear and simple: fol-
low the basics and keep working hard as the rest will
then take care of itself,” Shukla emphasised.   The players
are likely to get sufficient game time next month as part
of their pre-season, as the Cricket Association of Bengal
(CAB) wants to send a team for a T20 series in Namibia,
the approval of which is expected to arrive from the
BCCI in the coming week.

Birmingham CWG: Tulika wins sil-
ver, hockey teams toy with Canada

BIRMINGHAM : (AGENCY)

Three Indian pugilists,
including Nikhat Zareen,
advanced to the semi-finals
in their respective events in
the Commonwealth Games
here on Wednesday.
However, Olympic bronze
medallist Lovlina
Borgohain lost in the
women’s 70kg quarterfinal
to Wales’ Rosie Eccles.

Zareen (50kg), Nitu
Ganghas (48kg) and
Mohammed Hussamudin
(57kg) have assured India
of three boxing medals.
Zareen, the reigning world
champion, produced a dom-
inating 5-0 unanimous deci-
sion win over Helen Jones of
Wales in the light flyweight
quarter finals. Nitu showed
her ferocity to demolish
Northern Ireland’s Nicole

Clyde to enter the semi-
finals of the women’s 48kg
category. Soon after that,
Hussamuddin defeated
Tryagain Morning Ndevelo

of Namibia in a 4-1 split
verdict to advance to the
last-four stage of the men’s
57kg and fetch his second
consecutive CWG medal.
The 28-year-old from

Nizamabad, Telangana, had
won bronze in Gold Coast
four years ago. Earlier, Nitu,
the 21-year-old from
Dhanana district in

Haryana’s Bhiwani, domi-
nated the first two rounds
against Clyde. She was
declared winner when her
opponent threw in the
towel in the third and final

round of the quarter final
match. Making her CWG
debut, Nitu had big shoes to
fill in the weight category of
MC Mary Kom, who injured
herself during the selection
trials held before the mega
event. The Indian contin-
gent had trained in Ireland
before coming to
Birmingham and that
helped Nitu in the fight
against Clyde. “It was my
first bout against her but
we trained in Ireland
together two weeks ago... I
knew what to expect. This
is only the beginning, I have
a long way to,” said a
supremely confident Nitu
after the quarter final win.
Nitu, who had started box-
ing in 2012, had suffered a
serious shoulder injury in
2019 that ruled her out of
action for a long time.

CWG 2022: Boxers on course for ring riches

CALCUTTA : (AGENCY)

Former England striker
Michael Owen thinks
Manchester City’s new
recruit Erling Haaland will
have his task cut out in the
English Premier League.
The former Borussia
Dortmund striker comes
with a reputation of scoring
goals at will but Owen
thinks the Norwegian will
have to adapt to City’s style
of playing to script a suc-
cess story. “My big question
so far, when I look into his
career, is that Haaland has
scored a lot of goals over the
top, a lot of one-versus-one
with the goalkeeper or
from headers off crosses.

“He’s very good in the
air. But I don’t think Man
City cross that many balls
into the box or chip balls
over the top for Haaland to

run on to. “Most teams play
a very deep line against
Man City. So Haaland will
have to adapt his style of
play,” Owen said.

“From the league’s
point of view, it’s a huge

thing that Haaland has
decided to play in the
Premier League. It’s an
exciting signing because he
has scored wherever he has
played. But it’s not going to
be smooth sailing as it
might appear. “He will have
to change his game to score
the number of goals he has
scored in the past.

Michael Owen sounds
warning to goal machine

CWG 2022: Tejaswin Shankar
wins bronze, becomes first Indian

to win medal in high jump

Briefs News
BIRMINGHAM : (AGENCY)

As soon as Nooh Dastagir
Butt won Pakistan's first
gold medal at this edition of
the Commonwealth Games,
one of the first persons to
lend a congratulatory hand
was none other than Indian
superstar Mirabai Chanu. As
an Olympic medallist,
Chanu has catapulted her-
self to superstardom and is
not only an icon in India but
also for weightlifters from
the neighbouring nation.

"It was such a proud
moment for me when she
congratulated me and
praised my performance,"
Butt after winning the gold
in the men's 109+kg catego-
ry with a record lift of 405
kg. The 24-year-old
Pakistani shattered all the
three Games record -- 173
in snatch, 232 in clean and

jerk and the aggregate. "We
look up to Mirabai for inspi-
ration. She has shown us
that, we from the South
Asian countries can also
win an Olympic medal. We
became so proud of her
when she won the silver at
the Tokyo Olympics."

Gurdeep Singh won
bronze in the same catego-
ry and Butt considers the
Indian as one of his close
friends.

"We have been very
good friends for the last
seven-eight years. We have
trained together in abroad a
few times. We are always in
touch," Butt let everyone
know the bonhomie he
shares with his Indian
counter-parts. For Butt, it
was never an Indo-Pak bat-
tle but an individual chal-
lenge to surpassing his best.
"It was not that I was com-

peting with an India lifter. I
just wanted to give my best
and win it here," he said of

Gurdeep, who became the
first Indian weightlifter to
win a CWG medal in plus-
weight category.

Two visits to India and
memories of a lifetime. But
has been to India twice to
for international events.
First was the Youth
C o m m o n w e a l t h

Championship in Pune,
back in 2015 and the very
next year for the South

Asian Games in Guwahati.
"I've been to India two

times and the support I
received each time is unfor-
gettable. I long to go back to
India again," he added. "I
think, mere Pakistan se
jyada fans India mein hai (I
think, I've more fans in
India than back home)," he

said in jest. Amid the
mounting cross-border ten-
sion between the neigh-
bouring countries, the
Pakistani contingent had
arrived for the South Asian
Games in Guwahati-Shillong
in 2016, only to "feel them-
selves at home"

"But when I was in
Guwahati, the hotel staff
became like my extended
family and were in tears
when I left. Such was the
connection in those 10-15
days. They never made me
feel that I am from Pakistan
or their enemy."

It has been six years
since that championship
and Butt wouldn't mind vis-
iting India again. "Definitely,
I look forward to visiting
again. I never enjoyed any
other competition like the
way I did in India," he added.

Customised gymnasium

and training under father-
coach Ghulam This was
Pakistan's only second gold
at CWG in weightlifting.
Shuja-Uddin Malik (85kg)
was the country's only lifter
to have won the gold
(Melbourne 2006).

Judoka Shah Hussain
Shah is the only other
Pakistani on the CWG podi-
um after winning a bronze.

His father-cum-coach
Ghulam Dastgir was a for-
mer national champion and
SAF Games medallist. He
has built a gymnasium for
his son at their Gujranwala
home, where he trains for
hours. "There were a lot of
expectations from me as
many of our fellow athletes
could not win. The respon-
sibility was on my shoulders
to give my country our first
gold at CWG," said Butt, a
bronze medalist

Got lot of love from India, says Pakistani weightlifter and 'Mirabai fan' Butt

MAMALLAPURAM   (AGENCY)

India’s top player Koneru
Humpy and R. Vaishali led
the women’s ‘A’ team to a 3-
1 win over a strong
Georgian side in the sixth
round of the 44th Chess
Olympiad here on
Wednesday. In the Open
section, teenaged
Grandmaster D Gukesh’s
splendid run continued as
he notched up a sixth con-
secutive win, but India ‘B’
went down 1.5-2.5 to for-
mer champions Armenia.
Gukesh put it across Gabriel
Sargissian but could not
prevent the team from
going down as B Adhiban
and Raunak Sadhwani suf-
fered defeats while Nihal
Sarin drew his match. It was
the formidable India ‘B’

team’s first loss in the com-
petition. The India ‘C’ team
recorded an emphatic 3.5-
0.5 win over Lithuania as S
P Sethuraman, Abhijeet
Gupta and Abhimanyu

Puranik won their matches
while Surya Sekhar Ganguly
drew against Titas
Stremavicius. Humpy
defeated Nana Dzagnidze,
Vaishali scored a win over
Lela Javakhshvilli while D
Harika and Tania Sachdev
settled for draws in the
clash against Georgia.

44th Chess Olympiad: Koneru
Humpy, Vaishali shine
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Rechargeable flashlights
and LED lights will power
the next phase of growth at
Eveready Industries India
Ltd under its new promot-
ers — along with a renewed
brand campaign and the
augmentation of the distri-
bution network. The com-
pany aims to double rev-
enue from the lighting seg-
ment in two years while
repositioning itself in the
rechargeable flashlight seg-
ment which is dominated
by unorganised players and
cheap imports. In a confer-
ence call with analysts after
the Q1 results, the manage-
ment said there was a head-
room even in the dry cell
battery segment where it is
a market leader with a 50
per cent share.

The interaction comes
shortly after the Burman
family formally took control

of the company, edging out
the Khaitan family. The day-
today management is
entrusted with profession-
als with veteran Suvamoy
Saha as the MD. “The com-
pany went through a period
of turbulence sometime

back which has nothing to
do with the fundamental
structure of its businesses.
However, as a consequence
there were many adverse
impacts on the operations
like the near stoppage of
consumer communication,

cut back on distribution
investment and the com-
plete defocus on growth,”
Saha told the investors.

“The focus of the com-
pany is now on generating
growth. We ended FY2022
with thesame level of

turnover as we had eight
years back. We haveambi-
tious targets for growth-
which in turn entails
investingin distribution and
continuouscommunication
to our consumers,” he said.

Saha said Eveready
would aim for Rs 500 crore
turnover from lighting in
two years.

It recorded Rs 240
crore in the last fiscal and
Rs 67 crore in the first
quarter. The business is at
break-even point in terms
of profitability. The
rechargeable flashlight is
estimated to be Rs
700crore and the company
intends to build on its
strength of battery operated
flashlights. The company
has identified several high-
growth sub-segments in
batteries. A review of the
portfolio is underway and
should be completed by the
end of the year. 

Eveready lists thrust
areas for growth

Akasa Air enhances net-
work by adding more routes
NEW DELHI : (AGENCY)

Akasa Air will fly daily direct flights on the Chennai-
Mumbai route from next month as it gets ready to start
commercial operations in the country later this week.
The flights between the Chennai and Mumbai sector will
commence from September 15, a company statement

said. As part of its
plans to create pan-
India network con-
nectivity, Akasa will
also add new routes
between Ahmedabad
and Bangalore from
August 23. “With the
first flight scheduled

to take off on August 7, we have seen tremendous
response for booking from travellers and our first flight
got sold out within a day of going live,” Akasa Air co-
founder and chief commercial officer Praveen Iyer said.
Akasa Air has an aircraft arriving every fortnight, and
this helps it augment its network and progressively add
more cities along new sectors, he said.

IndiGo narrows loss to Rs
1,064 crore in June quarter

NEW DELHI : (AGENCY)

IndiGo has narrowed losses to Rs 1,064 crore in the June
quarter, down 66 per cent from a loss of Rs 3,174 crore
in the corresponding quarter a year ago. However, rev-
enue from operations increased 328 per cent y-o-y from
Rs 3,006 crore to Rs 12,855 crore, which was the com-
pany’s highest-ever quarterly revenue. IndiGo saw an
increase in the number of passengers by 221.9 per cent

compared with the
same period last
year. Total income
came in at Rs
13,018.80 crore for
the quarter, the
highest ever, against
Rs 3,170 crore in the
corresponding peri-

od a year ago.However, the airline’s total expenses
jumped over twofold to Rs 14,083 crore in April-June
from Rs 6,344 crore a year ago. Fuel cost soared more
than fourfold to Rs 5,990 crore in the quarter under
review from Rs 1,215 crore in the year-ago quarter.
While IndiGo’s load factor (occupancy rate) was58.7 per
cent in Q1 of 2021-22, it increased to 79.6 per cent in
Q1of 2022-23.

The airline’s CEO Ronojoy Dutta said the carrier’s
performance was impressive. “We reported the highest
ever revenue generated by the company and thereby
produced profits at an operational level. However, cost
pressures on fuel and foreign exchange prevented us
from translating this strong revenue performance into
net profitability,” Dutta said. While financial performance
in the second quarter will be challenged by weak sea-
sonality, the long-term revenue trend remains strong,
the IndiGo CEO said.

Policy repo rate hike up
to 50 basis points looms

MUMBAI : (AGENCY)

The monetary policy committee (MPC) of the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) began its three-day meeting on
Wednesday, with economists differing on the amount of
hike in the policy repo rate.

Though analysts are almost certain MPC will raise
the repo rate for the third consecutive time this year,
they are divided on whether it will be a 35 basis point
(bp) or a 50 basis point (bp) hike.

There are a few who expect a much smaller 25bp
upward revision in the repo rate which determines the
interest rates on home and car loans among others. In
2022, MPC has raised the benchmark rate by a cumula-
tive 90 basis points to 4.90 per cent.

MPC will announce its decision on August 6. Prior to
the pandemic, the repo rate was at 5.15 per cent.
Radhika Rao, executive director and senior economist at
DBS Group Research, believes the repo rate will be
increased 35 basis points to 5.25 per cent, which she
said will take the benchmark back to late-2019 levels.

NEW DELHI : (AGENCY)

IT industry players have
appreciated the govern-
ment's move to withdraw
the personal data protection
bill and have sought partici-
pation in the consultation
process for the fresh draft.

The industry was criti-
cal of the data protection bill
tabled in Parliament by the
Joint Committee on
Personal Data Protection
Bill. The Joint Committee on
Personal Data Protection
Bill, 2019, headed by BJP
member P P Chaudhary had
tabled its report in Lok
Sabha on December 16,
2021 which had a number
of different points than the
draft protection data bill
(PDP) Bill prepared by the
Ministry of Electronics and
IT.

The government on
Wednesday withdrew the
Personal Data Protection
Bill from Lok Sabha and
said it will come out with a

"set of fresh legislations"
that will fit into the compre-
hensive legal framework.

US-based ITI, whose
members include all IT
majors like Google, Meta
and Amazon, appreciated
the government's move to
withdraw the
Parliamentary panel ver-
sion of the bill. "ITI wel-
comes Meity's plan to imple-
ment a robust stakeholder
consultation as it reconsid-
ers a comprehensive legal
privacy framework for the
digital ecosystem. ITI partic-
ipated in all consultative
processes during the fram-
ing of the PDP bill 2019 and
are eager to continue our
engagement.

"We are certain that the
government will consider
all the views once the con-
sultation on the framework
begins and look forward to
participating," ITI country
manager for India, Kumar
Deep said. ITI was among
global industry bodies that

had opposed the joint com-
mittee version of the bill.
Such global industry bodies
included JEITA, TechUK, US
India Business Council, and
Business Europe which
represent thousands of
companies and technology
majors like Google, Amazon,
Cisco, Dell, SoftBank and
Microsoft.

Around a dozen of
industry bodies had written
to the Union IT and telecom
minister Ashwini Vaishnaw
that implementation of the
proposed Data Protection
Bill, as recommended by a

Parliamentary panel, will
significantly degrade India's
business environment and
reduce foreign investment
inflows.

Meta in regulatory filing
in February had said that
proposed data protection
bills in countries such as
India, are considering or
have passed legislation
implementing data protec-
tion requirements or
requiring local storage and
processing of data or similar
requirements that could
increase the cost and com-
plexity of delivering our

services. "New legislation or
regulatory decisions that
restrict our ability to collect
and use information about
minors may also result in
limitations on our advertis-
ing services or our ability to
offer products and services
to minors in certain juris-
dictions," it had said.

Internet Freedom
Foundation (IFF) said that
the bill has been withdrawn
after four years of delibera-
tions. "We are cautiously
watching these develop-
ments & hope the Ministry
will use this opportunity to
address the numerous criti-
cisms of the bill made by
various stakeholders during
the consultation process,"
IFF said. According to IFF,
the Data Protection Bill
2021, which should
empower the user with
rights surrounding their
own personal information,
had failed to prioritise the
user and instead, benefits
the government and large

corporations way more
than it benefits users.

In a paper, IFF had said
that the bill gives large
exemptions to government
departments, prioritises the
interests of big corpora-
tions, and does not ade-
quately respect people's
fundamental right to priva-
cy.

"This move, when taken
with the lack of literacy
around data protection in
India, may be dangerous on
an individual level - where
your everyday privacy is
threatened - and on a collec-
tive level, given how it
makes allowances for mass
surveillance," IFF had
alleged.

Cyber security company
Voyager Infosec director
Jiten Jain said that the gov-
ernment's move to with-
draw the bill shows that it is
well aware of concerns
raised by some sections of
the industry and civil soci-
eties.

On data protection bill, Big Tech seeks to be part of future consultations too

NEW DELHI : (AGENCY)

Shares of SpiceJet Ltd
surged nearly 18 per cent
on Wednesday to hit a more
than two-month high fol-
lowing reports that promot-
er Ajay Singh was exploring
the possibility of selling a
part of his 59.4 per cent
stake to raise funds for the
troubled airline.

Industry sources said
the cash-strapped carrier
was in talks with a West
Asian airline, which has
expressed interest to pick
up a 24 per cent stake and a
board seat in SpiceJet. The
budget carrier has also been
approached by a big Indian
conglomerate for a stake in
the airline.

The low-cost carrier is
looking for urgent recapital-
isation to maintain smooth
operations. The airline is in
talks with investors who

could infuse capital into the
business in exchange for
partial equity.

A SpiceJet spokesper-
son said: “The company
continues to be in discus-
sions with various investors
to secure sustainable financ-
ing and will make appropri-
ate disclosures in accor-
dance with applicable regu-
lations.”Shares of SpiceJet
intra-day moved 18 per cent
higher to Rs 52.40 on the
BSE and ended the day at Rs
50.05 over the previous
close at Rs 44.40.

Dubai’s Emirates has no
plans to acquire a stake in
any airline in India or else-
where, a spokesperson for
the company said, accord-
ing to Reuters.

Abu Dhabi’s Etihad
Airways, which had a stake
earlier in Jet Airways,
refused to confirm whether
it was in talks to acquire a

minority stake. Qatar
Airways and Saudia did not
immediately respond to
emailed requests for com-

ment, Reuters said.
SpiceJet has cleared all

its dues to the Airports
Authority of India and
switched back to an
advance payment mecha-
nism from a more rigid
“cash and carry” regime at
AAI-run airports. The AAI

will now release SpiceJet’s
Rs 50-crore bank guarantee
following the airline clear-
ing all its principal dues.

This will result in additional
liquidity for the airline.

The DGCA has allowed
SpiceJet to operate half of its
approved schedule of flights
this summer following mul-
tiple technical snags. It has
also heightened surveil-
lance on the safety culture of

the airline and is doing spot
checks on the airline’s fleet.
An increase in operations
will be allowed only if it can
prove to the regulator it has
“sufficient, technical sup-
port and financial resource
to safely and efficiently
undertake such enhanced
capacity.” This will require
capital infusion.

The airline has changed
hands several times during
its existence. For the airline
started by Ajay Singh in
2004- 05 by tying up with
NRI Bhulo Kansagra, it has
been a tumultuous journey.
They had bought erstwhile
Modiluft from industrialist
S.K. Modi in 1999-2000.
SpiceJet started on
Modiluft’s licence. Singh re-
acquired the airline when it
was on the verge of shutting
down from Kalanithi Maran
in 2015. The airline staged a
recovery under Singh in the

first few years of the second
innings.

However, the aviation
sector has been badly hit in
recent years. First Covid-19
impacted the sector, and as
it showed signs of raising its
head, with a pick-up in traf-
fic, the Russia-Ukraine con-
flict pushed up the aviation
turbine fuel price, making it
tough for the sector. The
budget carrier was affected
by a ransomware attack this
year. On May 27, the airline
said it had been forced to
delay its announcement of
full-year results for FY22
because of the attack that
had affected “the comple-
tion of its audit process”. As
a result, its board meet on
May 30 had been post-
poned. It still hasn’t
announced a date when the
board will meet to approve
its results for the previous
financial year. 

SpiceJet shares surge nearly 18 per cent to hit over two-month high
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MUMBAI : (AGENCY)

Equity benchmarks
snapped their six-session
rally to close marginally
lower on Thursday amid
profit booking in banking
and energy counters.
Investors also stayed on the
sidelines ahead of the RBI's
policy meet outcome on
Friday.

In choppy trade, the 30-
share BSE Sensex ended
51.73 points or 0.09 per
cent lower at 58,298.80.
During the day, it hit a low of
57,577.05 and a high of
58,712.66.

The broader NSE Nifty
dipped 6.15 points or 0.04
per cent to finish at 17,382.
"Profit-taking finally came
into play after 6-session
gains, as rate-sensitive sec-
tors like banking and realty
faltered ahead of the RBI's
policy meet outcome on
Friday. Key indices pared
most of their losses towards
the end as strength in other
Asian and European indices
aided sentiment," said
Shrikant Chouhan, Head of

Equity Research (Retail),
Kotak Securities Ltd.

Among the Sensex con-
stituents, NTPC, State Bank

of India, Axis Bank, Reliance
Industries, Power Grid and
Kotak Mahindra Bank were
among the laggards.

Sun Pharma, Nestle,
Infosys, Dr Reddy's, Wipro
and Mahindra & Mahindra
were among the major
gainers. "Taking positive
momentum from the robust
US economic data, the
domestic market opened
with gains, while worries
over the US-China conflict
kept investors on the defen-
sive, leading to heavy

volatility. Weak PMI and
trade deficit data witnessed
downside pressure on the
Indian rupee and equity

market," said Vinod Nair,
Head of Research at Geojit
Financial Services.

In Asia, markets in
Seoul, Tokyo, Shanghai and
Hong Kong ended in the
green. European stocks
were trading mostly higher
during mid-session deals.
The US markets had ended
significantly higher on
Wednesday. Meanwhile,
international oil bench-
mark Brent crude dipped
0.28 per cent to USD 96.51
per barrel.

Markets halt 6-day rally;
end marginally lower

MUMBAI : (AGENCY)

Vodafone Idea saw consoli-
dated loss falling marginally
to Rs 7,296.7 crore in the
first quarter ended June 30.
The telco had posted a loss
of Rs 7,319.1 crore in the
same period of the previous
fiscal. However, on a
sequential basis, losses rose
from Rs 6,563.1 crore. 

The narrowing of the
losses on a year-on-year
basis came as service rev-
enues rose to almost Rs
10,407 crore from Rs 9,144
crore in the same period of
the previous year. The total
income of the company
stood at Rs 10,494 crore
compared with Rs 9,186
crore in the corresponding
quarter of 2021-22.
Vodafone Idea disclosed
that its average revenue per
user (ARPU) rose to Rs 128
from Rs 104 in the previous

year, a rise of 23.4 per cent,
due to tariff hikes. 

“We are pleased to
announce the fourth con-
secutive quarter of revenue
growth. We continue to wit-
ness 4G subscriber growth
on the back of superior data
and voice experience
offered by Vi GIGAnet as
well as due to our focus on
creating a differentiated
digital experience for our
customers,” Ravinder
Takkar, MD & CEO,
Vodafone Idea, said.

“We completed the first
tranche of fundraising in
the form of a preferential
equity contribution of Rs
4,940 crore from our pro-
moters, including the incre-
mental infusion of Rs 440
crore by the Vodafone
group in July 2022. We con-
tinue to remain engaged
with lenders and investors,”
Takkar said.

Vodafone Idea dis-
closed that its total gross
debt as of June 30, stood at
Rs 1,99,080 crore, compris-

ing deferred spectrum pay-
ment obligations of Rs
1,16,600 crore and adjust-
ed gross revenues (AGR)
liability of Rs 67,270 crore
that are due to the govern-
ment, and debt from banks
and financial institutions of
Rs 15,200 crore. 

The company’s cash
and cash equivalents were
Rs 860 crore resulting in a
net debt of Rs 1,98,220
crore. Bharti Airtel on
Wednesday announced it
has signed 5G network
agreements with gear mak-
ers Ericsson, Nokia and
Samsung to commence
deployment this month.
Airtel highlighted its long-
standing relationship for
connectivity and pan-India
managed services with
Ericsson and Nokia while
stating that its partnership
with Samsung will begin
from this year onwards.

Vodafone Idea loss at Rs 7296 croreUber sells Zomato stake
MUMBAI  : (AGENCY)

Ride-hailing giant Uber on Wednesday exited Zomato by
selling its entire stake through a block deal on the BSE.
Uber sold 61 crore shares at a price of Rs 50.44 per share
for a consideration of around Rs 3,088 crore. Data available
from the stock exchange showed the shares were acquired
by Fidelity Investment Trust and ICICI Prudential Life
Insurance Company. 

Uber had got a 7.78 per cent stake in Zomato when the
restaurant aggregator acquired Uber Eats in an all-stock
deal in January 2020. The massive block deal had an
adverse impact on the share price of Zomato which shed
9.62 per cent during intra-day trades to touch a low of Rs
50.25 on the BSE.

The counter recouped most of these losses and ended
at Rs 55.40 — a drop of 0.36 per cent on the exchange.
Zomato’s shares have been in demand after the company
posted better-than-expected results for the quarter ended
June 30. Consolidated losses fell to Rs 185.7 crore from Rs
356.2 crore a year ago. Founder and CEO Deepinder Goyal
sounded optimistic about its main food ordering business
when he said that the monthly transacting customers and
monthly order frequency will grow. Speaking at a confer-
ence call after the first quarter results, Goyal said that
Zomato is cutting its investment in Blinkit (formerly
Grofers) to $320 million from $400 million as the quick
commerce firm has cut down on losses. He did not disclose
when Blinkit would turn profitable as it did not have the
visibility of the parent.



9 travel fashion inspirations
from Karisma Kapoor

Karisma Kapoor is an avid traveller who travels in style,
and her Instagram account is proof of that.  Check out
the actress’s fashion choices from her recent holidays
with family and friends.  Hair pulled back with a dash of
matching lipcolour, Karisma’s knee-length printed dress
is perfect for pubbing with her girl gang. Looking gor-
geous in a black baggy co-ords and a Chanel bag,
Karisma is ready for a day out. The white puff-sleeved
midi from The Jodi Life spells easy-breezy. Karisma has
kept the look simple with her favourite Chanel bag and
white kolhapuris. A multi-coloured printed shirt, paired

with black
trousers, was her
outfit of choice
for Neetu
Kapoor’s b’day
gathering in
London. The
actress, who will
be next seen in
Abhinay Deo’s

web series Brown, completed her look with white sneak-
ers and bold lipcolour. A printed floral dress from the
Milan-based brand MSGM, sheer black stockings, ankle-
length black boots – this look is straight out of Emily in
Paris. Also the right look to have fun in New York with
her girl gang — Kareena Kapoor Khan in a black shim-
mery number and leather biker jacket, Amrita Arora
Ladak in a pleated floral dress and Natasha Poonawalla
pulling off a zebra-stripe outfit. It’s raining fashion in
one frame! Sizzling in a one-shoulder black monokini,
statement hat and bold red lips, Nisha from Dil To Pagal
Hai knows how to send a thousand fans’ hearts aflutter.

Karisma, dressed in a white-and-red printed kaftan
posing with Kareena in a blue top in Maldives, looks too
hot to handle. Karisma is classy yet snazzy in a white
boyfriend shirt and blue denims! Don’t miss the twist-in-
the-tale her striped shoes. Here’s another hat moment
from her Italy trip. Dressed in simple blue denims, a
printed shirt and a black blazer, Karisma knows how to
travel in style. (AGENCY)

The Family Man directors
Raj & DK sign multi-year

deal with Netflix
The Family Man directors Raj Nidimoru and Krishna DK
have joined hands with Netflix for a multi-year creative
partnership, the streamer announced on Thursday.
Under their D2R Films banner, the director duo will
develop and produce their upcoming projects for the
streaming platform.

Monika Shergill, VP-Content, Netflix India, said they
are excited to partner with the filmmakers, who accord-
ing to her, have an ingenious storytelling style.

Raj & DK are one of the most original creative voic-
es in the country. Along with their unique and ingenious
storytelling style, they are also a powerhouse studio.

“We are excited to continue our relationship with
them for a multi-year creative partnership that will

bring superlative
entertainment to
Netflix members
around the
world,” Shergill
said in a state-
ment.

N i d i m o r u
and DK, best
known for

movies like Go Goa Gone, Stree and Manoj Bajpayee-
starrer Prime Video series The Family Man, said they
aim to create unique stories for Netflix.

“Netflix is a pioneer in the streaming space backed
by its unstinting, passionate support for filmmaking and
filmmakers. We are looking forward to creating big,
unique stories and challenging ourselves to push the
storytelling into exciting and fresh spaces,” the directors
said in a joint statement.

The duo will also be the showrunners and directors
of Netflix's upcoming comedy crime thriller series Guns
& Gulaabs starring Rajkummar Rao and Dulquer
Salmaan. Inspired by the misfits of the world, the show is
set in the 90s. It is a story of love and innocence in a
world of crime, a nostalgic tale of all kinds of firsts, from
first love to first kill.

Details regarding their other upcoming projects for
Netflix have been kept under wraps. Raj & DK also pro-
duced last year's acclaimed Telugu film Cinema Bandi,
which is currently streaming on Netflix. (AGENCY)
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Joaquin Phoenix to return
as Joker in Oct 2024, Idris

Elba to star in Netflix’s Bang
Joker: Folie a Deux, featuring Joaquin Phoenix as the titular
anti-hero, will hit the theatres on October 4, 2024.
According to entertainment site Variety, the follow-up to
2019's dark and gritty blockbuster will be a musical.
Director Todd Phillips had confirmed in June that he was
working on the sequel to Joker with Phoenix returning in
the lead role. The first film looked at the iconic Batman vil-
lain as a character study about a struggling comedian and
part-time clown performer Arthur Fleck. Phoenix won the
best actor Oscar for his performance. Plot details of the

sequel are under
wraps. Phillips is co-
writing the screen-
play with Scott Silver.
Warner Bros.
announced the
release date of Joker:
Folie a Deux a day
after shelving Batgirl,

which was in post-production stage. In a separate develop-
ment, Hollywood star Idris Elba bagged the lead role in pro-
duction house Dark Horse Entertainment's upcoming
movie Bang. To be directed by Bullet Train filmmaker
David Leitch, the film is based on the comic series by Matt
Kindt and Wilfredo Torres. The movie is a part of Dark
Horse Entertainment's extended partnership with stream-
ing platform Netflix. According to a press release issued by
the streamer, the stylish spy thriller will be written by
Kindt and Zak Olkewicz. “When a terrorist cult sets out to
start the apocalypse with a series of novels meant to brain-
wash their readers, the world's most celebrated. (AGENCY)

Haan, musafir aur raaste ka gehra
sambandh hai. Shayad uss raaste
ko dekh kar tum apni naye safar ke
shuruwat ke barey me soch rahe
hogay. Jindegi ek safar hai, Joseph
sahab, aur uss raaste ka koi anth
nahin. Har purani raah ek nayi
raah ko janam deti hai aur
manzilon ke silsile kabhi khatam
nahin hotay. Sirf uska saath
denewale musafir badal jatey hain.

Theek kaha tumney,
Prashant. Saath denewala musafir
hamesha badal jatey hain. Magar
na jaane kyon log phir bhi jazbaati
ho jatein hain. Darasal zindagi ka
maqsad hai zindagi ka saath nib-
hana, par tum in raston ka saath
nibhakar chaltey ho. Aisa kyon?

Unhi raaston mein hi toh
zindagi hai, Joseph sahab… kahin
khushi, kahin ansoo, kahin dukh,
kahin hahakar, kahin itni bhookh
aur lachari ki insaan par zindagi
bhaari hai, aur kahin itni
khushiyan ki aadmi sambhale hi
nahin sambhalta. Hamein in sab
ka saath nibhatey chalna hai … uss
anjaney andekhe path par … jiska
koi anth nahin…

So entrenched is his reputa-
tion as a comic star that it might
come as a surprise that this
exchange above was scripted,
directed and acted by Kishore
Kumar in one of his most atypical
roles.

In the wake of his madcap
antics in Chalti Ka Naam Gaadi
(1958) and Jhumroo (1961), and
the sustained lunacy of Half Ticket
(1962, where he plays Vijaychand
vald Lalchand vald Dhyanchand
vald Hukumchand alias the child
Munna, as also his own mother, in
a performance that has no parallel
in Hindi cinema), Door Gagan Ki
Chhaon Mein (1964) was proba-
bly what audiences and critics of
the era might have least expected

from Kishore Kumar.
Why only audiences and crit-

ics? As film folklore has it, even
elder brother Ashok Kumar was
sceptical of his ability to deliver
the emotion required for serious
songs. Composer Chitragupt had
reportedly composed the beauti-
ful Itni badi duniya (Toofan Mein
Pyar Kahan, 1966) only with
Kishore Kumar in mind and even
recorded it. Only to have the star
of the film, Ashok Kumar, on
whom the song was to be pic-
turised, veto it. Ashok Kumar felt
that his younger sibling did not
have it in him to give the song the
pathos it required and that only
Mohammed Rafi could do it jus-
tice. The song was recorded again,
this time by Rafi who did a bril-
liant job.

And yet in his directorial ven-
tures, Kishore Kumar time and
again presented a facet of himself
that other filmmakers never

tapped into and no other producer
had the vision to explore. Which is
why each of these films had the
singer multitasking as producer,
director, actor, writer and com-
poser.

Based on the 1958 Western
The Proud Rebel, starring Alan
Ladd, Door Gagan Ki Chhaon Mein
is the story of a soldier, Shankar
(Kishore Kumar), who returns
from a war to find that his wife
and father have perished in a fire
that has destroyed his house. The
trauma has robbed his 10-year-
old son Ramu (Amit Kumar in his
maiden film appearance) of his
voice. Shankar sets out on a quest
to treat his son and restore his
voice. On the way, they are way-
laid by a villainous Thakur (Raj
Mehra) and his thuggish sons
(played by Iftekhar and Sajjan).
They are rescued by the kind-
hearted Meera (Bengali superstar
Supriya Devi), who shelters them

and becomes a surrogate mother
to Ramu.

It is unlike any film that
Kishore Kumar had starred in
(barring probably Hrishikesh
Mukherjee’s Musafir). And though
the inspiration may have been
James Edward Grant’s story
directed by Michael Curtiz, it is the
influence of Satyajit Ray that is
apparent in the making. The
singer-director had reportedly
watched Ray’s Pather Panchali 13
times before embarking on his
directorial debut. The setting is
rural (barring one sequence set in
the city) and the director gives us
a close look at the landscape, the
ramshackle hutments, the swaying
fields, the water rippling in the
ponds, and even the dog that fol-
lows Ramu every step of the way.

Door Gagan Ki Chhaon Mein
is of course now part of Hindi film
legend because of its songs.
Kishore Kumar himself wrote that

ultimate father-son anthem Aa
chal ke tujhe, a sequence that in
the bonding between the two
recalls the final sequences of Ray’s
Apur Sansar. Shailendra penned
the other classics, including Koi
lauta de mere and Jin raaton ki
bhor nahin hai and two Asha
Bhosle gems. But it is in the way
that Kishore Kumar eschews all
trappings of his comic persona to
capture the little moments around
the characters that the film stands
out in the midst of the fluffy enter-
tainers that characterised the era.
Interestingly enough, Iftekhar,
who plays the main villain, also
designed and painted the film’s
title cards.

The film was critically well-
received, with even the impossi-
ble-to-please Baburao Patel of
Filmindia calling it a film that ‘just
misses out on being a classic’.
Though not a big commercial suc-
cess, the film did well enough and
Kishore Kumar had the last laugh
vis-à-vis another film at the time
which was expected to be a block-
buster.  As Kishore Kumar narrat-
ed in his now-cult interview with
Pritish Nandy, ‘It started with an
audience of 10 people in Alankar. I
know because I was in the hall
myself… Even its release was
peculiar. Subhodh Mukherjee, the
brother of my brother-in-law, had
booked Alankar for 8 weeks for
his film April Fool, which everyone
knew was going to be a block-
buster. My film, everyone was
sure, was going to be a thundering
flop. So he offered to give me a
week of his booking. Take the first
week, he said flamboyantly, and I’ll
manage within seven. After all, the
movie can’t run beyond a week. It
can’t run beyond two days, I reas-
sured him. When 10 people came
for the first show. (AGENCY)

Kishore Kumar: The lesser known filmmak-
er behind the star singer and comic actor

Rian Johnson’s Glass Onion:
A Knives Out Mystery will
bring down the curtain on
the 66th edition of the BFI
London Film Festival, the
organisers announced
Wednesday.

The screening at the
gala, which opens October
5, will be attended by
Johnson alongside cast
members including Daniel
Craig, Edward Norton,
Janelle Monae, Leslie Odom
Jr, Kate Hudson and
Madelyn Cline, with more to
be confirmed.

Knives Out 2 will
receive its European pre-
miere on October 16 at the
Southbank Centre in the
Royal Festival Hall, London,
ahead of its release into UK
cinemas and subsequent
launch on Netflix.

The BFI London Film
Festival hosted the
European premiere of the
first Knives Out at the festi-

val in 2019. Johnson, also
the writer and producer of
Glass Onion: A Knives Out
Mystery, said he is excited
about his return to the film
extravaganza.

“I’m thrilled to be back
at LFF with Glass Onion,
and it’s an honour to be
closing the festival. A proper
whodunnit really does
belong in London, so it feels
a bit like coming home!” the

director said in a statement.
The much-anticipated

part two of the hit murder
mystery film will see Craig
reprise his role of the mas-
ter sleuth Benoit Blanc.

Ethan Hawke, Dave
Bautista, Norton, Monae,
Kathryn Hahn, Odom Jr,
Hudson, Cline and Jessica
Henwick are the new cast
members. Tricia Tuttle, BFI
London Film Festival direc-

tor, said the audience at the
Knives Out festival pre-
miere in 2019 had “adored”
the film’s wit and that it
tipped its very stylish hat to
the wonderful tradition of
British on-screen sleuths.

“And here, Rian
Johnson strikes gold again
with the help of the year’s
hottest ensemble cast. Like
its predecessor, Glass Onion
is entertaining and cultural-
ly literate in equal measure,
making some hilarious,
razor-sharp observations
about the world we live in.
The European premiere of
the Glass Onion: A Knives
Out Mystery will bring the
house down as the closing
gala of the 66th BFI London
Film Festival!” added Tuttle.
It was previously
announced that Roald
Dahl’s Matilda the Musical,
starring Lashana Lynch and
Emma Thompson, will
open the festival. (AGENCY)

Daniel Craig-starrer Glass Onion:

A Knives Out Mystery to close the
66th BFI London Film Festival

A group set up to propagate
the memory of legendary
singer Kishore Kumar on
Thursday sought that he be
given the Bharat Ratna
posthumously and his
ancestral home in Khandwa
in Madhya Pradesh be
declared a "heritage site".
Kumar was born in
Khandwa on August 4,
1929 and was cremated
here after his death on
October 13, 1987 in
Mumbai, the crematorium
having a memorial of the
legend, which is visited by
people in large numbers
with offerings of "doodh-
jalebi", a favourite snack of
the singer-actor. Kishore
Prerna Manch president
Ranveer Singh Chawla told
PTI that more than 2,000
postcards have been sent to
the Prime Minister's Office
(PMO) seeking the declara-
tion of Kumar's house as a
"heritage site" as well as
bestowing the Bharat Ratna
on him. "Kishore Kumar
would always say he would
like to settle down in
Khandwa with his favourite
meal of doodh-jalebi. It is

unfortunate that his ances-
tral house here is in a bad
state. Fans across the world
want it to be declared a her-
itage site," Singh said.

Singh said the
Lucknow-based Kishore
Kumar All India Group led
by Deva Kishore as well as
Ahmedabad-based Parag
Mehta have been seeking
the same demands, while
fans like Tariq Kishore
from Moradabad and
Patiala's Rakesh Kotiya
were also working towards
creating awareness.

"Madhya Pradesh Chief
Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan had promised
during local body polls that
would visit Khandwa on
Kishore Kumar's birth
anniversary but he gave it a
miss," Singh added.

"A gaurav (pride) yatra
is also being taken out on
the occasion in which folk
artistes dance to traditional
songs. The tableau of
Omkreshwar Jyotirling and
Dada Dhooniwale's chariot
are major attractions,"
Prerna Manch's spokesman
Sunil Jain said. (AGENCY)

Madhya Pradesh: Fans
group seeks Bharat Ratna

for Kishore Kumar

Both Kareena Kapoor Khan
and Aamir Khan have been
on Koffee on Karan several
times but never have they
been so tight-lipped.
Episode 5 of Season 7 of
Koffee with Karan was all
about promoting their
August 11 film Laal Singh
Chaddha, a desi version of
Forrest Gump with Aamir
playing Tom Hanks’ role.
With the two stars focused
on talking mostly about the
film, the chat turned out to
be even more monotonous
than Vijay Deverakonda
and Ananya Panday’s Liger
promotion in Episode 4. 

Aamir expressed his
anxieties over the process
of producing Laal Singh
Chaddha and revealed how
Kareena was chosen for the
role of Rupa Kaur.  Kareena
admitted she had to take a
screen test for the role,
something she had not
done in a while and went for
it with encouragement
from husband Saif Ali Khan.
This episode of Season 7 is
highly skippable but if you
still want to catch it, here’s

what you can tune into for.
When Karan kept insisting
that Aamir did not enjoy
film industry parties, the
reclusive actor gave his

hilarious take on Bollywood
parties.

Aamir had us in splits
when he narrated how he
stood on a raised platform
at Karan Johar’s recent
birthday party and kept
observing the guests. With
loud music blaring and no
one dancing, the guests kept
shouting at each other to
carry on with their conver-
sations, Aamir noted, adding
that he enjoyed parties
where he did not have to
shout over loud music.

Aamir and Kareena on hav-
ing unconventional family
dynamics  Karan was keen
to know how the two stars
maintained their relation-

ships with their “unconven-
tional” families.  Aamir, who
has been married twice,
shared that he is very much
involved in his children’s
and former partners’ lives.
He had daughter Ira and
son Junaid with his first
wife Reena Dutta. With his
second wife Kiran Rao,
from whom he is separated,
Aamir had son Azad. “We’re
always going to be a family,”
Aamir said, while also
lamenting that he had been
more focused on his career

than his family in the past.
The Covid-19 lockdown
helped him introspect and
realise that spending time
with family should be his
priority.  Kareena shared
that she respected her hus-
band Saif Ali Khan’s rela-
tionship with his children
from his previous marriage
(to Amrita Singh) and that
she, too, has a great rela-
tionship with the kids. With
nothing more on the family
front coming from the Jab
We Met actress, Karan took
on the task of sharing his
thoughts.

He mentioned noticing
how Saif’s son Ibrahim has
uninhibited conversations
with his stepmother and
also how big a fan of hers
Saif ’s daughter Sara has
always been. Kareena’s
most insipid rapid-fire
round ever  Having won the
Koffee with Karan coffee
hamper on several occa-
sions, Kareena did not seem
interested in the goody bag
this time at all. Most of the
questions were met with
vague non-answers.

Koffee with Karan S7 Ep5: It was all about Laal Singh
Chaddha for Aamir Khan and Kareena Kapoor

Chris Pratt will be the voice
for grumpy cat Garfield who
loves lasagna and lazing in
the animated film Garfield,
which Sony’s Columbia
Pictures will release theatri-
cally on February 16, 2024.

The Guardians of the
Galaxy actor announced it
on Twitter on Thursday.
“Get ready for some
Garfield! Coming to theaters
on President’s Day week-
end 2024. Finally, a Monday
you’re not going to hate! I
have been deep in research
on this one. Mostly eating
lasagna. But also licking
myself clean. LESSSGO!
@GarfieldMovie,” he wrote. 

Get ready for some

Garfield! Coming to theaters
on President’s Day week-
end 2024. Finally, a Monday
you’re not going to hate! I
have been deep in research
on this one. Mostly eating
lasagna. But also licking
myself clean. LESSSGO!
@ G a r f i e l d M o v i e
https://t.co/0gldfpMRD9

Samuel L. Jackson, who
plays Nick Fury in the
Marvel movies, will voice
Garfield’s father Vic in the
animated film. Finding
Nemo writer David
Reynolds has penned the
script and Chicken Little
filmmaker Mark Dindal is
directing the film.

Previously, Bill Murray
had voiced Garfield in two
CGI-live-action films —
Garfield in 2004 and
Garfield: A Tail of Two
Kitties in 2006.

Jim Davis created
Garfield as a comic strip
character in 1978, with the
lazy, orange cat causing
trouble for his human
owner, Jon Arbuckle, and
his dog, Odie. (AGENCY)

Chris Pratt will voice
lasagna-loving cat Garfield
in a 2024 animated film


