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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday warned the
BJP leadership against
mocking parties that ruled
the country for decades, but
were now facing a terminal
decline. He said the saffron
camp should instead learn
from their mistakes and
refrain from committing the
same. Addressing the BJP
national executive meeting
in Hyderabad, Modi said
India was fed up with
dynastic politics and dynas-
tic political parties. “It is dif-
ficult for such parties to sur-
vive for long,” he said.

The PM asked party
members to undertake
'Sneh Yatra' and reach out
to all sections of society,
adding their goal should be
"fulfilment of all" as against
the Opposition's politics of
appeasement.

Referring to Hyderabad
as "Bhagyanagar", Modi said
the tech city was a milestone
in Sardar Patel's 'Ek Bharat'
(united India) campaign
and the BJP's obligation is to
make it 'shreshtha Bharat'.

The PM also slammed
Opposition parties for ques-
tioning the BJP's democratic
credentials and asked what

was the status of democracy
within their organisations.

Before him, BJP leader
and Union home minister
Amit Shah said the next 30
to 40 years will be the era of
the BJP which will make
India a "vishwa guru"
(world leader), adding the
party will end "family rule"
in Telangana and West

Bengal and also form gov-
ernments in states where
power has so far remained
out of its reach. The war of
words between the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
and the Telangana Rashtra
Samithi (TRS) on social
media took a new turn on
Sunday when the saffron
party used Urdu language to

counter the attack by
Telangana`s ruling party.
After TRS took a jibe at
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and BJP by listing
achievements of Telangana
government in Gujarati, the
preferred language of the
PM, the saffron party hit
back with a series of tweets
in Urdu to list out failures of

the state government.
"People are frustrated

with you, Mr KCR. You
became deaf to the prob-
lems of Telangana. Let`s see
if Shri KCR and super CM
from Darussalam will listen
if we tell them in their pre-
ferred language," tweeted
BJP`s Telangana unit in a dig
at Telangana Chief Minister

K. Chandrasekhar Rao and
M a j l i s - e - I t t e h a d u l
Muslimeen (MIM) president
and Hyderabad MP
Asaduddin Owaisi.  The saf-
fron party tweeted in Urdu
the failures of KCR and TRS.
It alleged that under KCR`s
rule, prosperous Telangana
fell into debt trap. 

It reminded KCR of his
unfulfilled promises of pro-
viding 3 acre land to Dalits
and making a Dalit the chief
minister. The BJP also
accused TRS ministers and
leaders of corruption.
"There is no freedom of
expression in Telangana
and Kalvakuntla (KCR) con-
stitution is in force in the
state," reads another point
listed in Urdu.

Take India from
"Appeasement to ful-
filment": PM Modi
NEW DELHI, OPEN SEARCH

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, speaking at the
BJP's two-day national executive in Telangana,
asked the BJP leaders today to carry India from
"appeasement to fulfilment". "We have only
one ideology - Nation First. We have only one
programme - Nation First… We have adopted
the path of fulfilment by ending appeasement,"
he was quoted as saying by former Union min-
ister Ravi Shankar Prasad. Stressing on the
diversity of India he spoke of "connecting
everyone to the BJP. "We should hold up this
behavior in front of the country… The outlook,
he added, should be 'Pro-people, pro gover-
nance'," he was quoted as saying by Mr Prasad.

Addressed the @BJP4India National
Executive meeting in Hyderabad. Talked about
a wide range of issues including our Party's
development agenda, the pro-people efforts in
the last 8 years and ways to further deepen our
connect with the people.
pic.twitter.com/PeDnxf2mX9

The two-day meeting – which started on
Saturday – comes amid countrywide debate
over the prophet controversy. Earlier this
week, the Supreme Court had made scathing
comments regarding the BJP's former
spokesperson Nupur Sharma's derogatory
remarks on Prophet Mohammed, which trig-
gered violence in Rajasthan's Udaipur and a
few other spots. Ahead of that, there were
huge protests against Agnipath, a short-term
recruitment scheme in the armed forces.

Man held for sneaking into
West Bengal CM Mamata
Banerjee’s residence
NEW DELHI, OPEN SEARCH

A man was held from West Bengal chief minis-
ter Mamata Banerjee’s residence in the
Kalighat area of south Kolkata on Sunday
morning for allegedly sneaking inside the
premises, breaching Z-category security cover,
police officials said. One of the officers, who
didn’t wish to be named, however said the man
was unarmed.

It is suspected that the man scaled a wall on
the western side of the one-storey house
which is located near the old canal of the Ganga
popularly known as the Tolly’s Canal.

“Security personnel are posted round the
clock even on the other side of the canal. It is
being probed why nobody spotted the man,” an
officer said on condition of anonymity.

Police commissioner Vineet Goyal rushed
to the chief minister’s home at Harish
Chatterjee Street on Sunday morning after the
man was found hiding in a corner. It is suspect-
ed that he entered the house sometime in the
night or early in the morning.

Meanwhile, the Kolkata Police issued a
statement on Sunday evening saying the man
had a “mischievous intention.” “Today an inci-
dent of security breach was reported at HCM
West Bengal’s residence. One person some-
how had sneaked into the HCM residence com-
plex with mischievous intention. Later his
presence was discovered by the security per-
sonnel and he was intercepted and handed
over to Kalighat police station. CM Security and
law enforcement agencies have taken serious
cognisance of it. 
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A
ddressing the BJP
national executive
meeting in

Hyderabad, the PM said
India was fed up with
dynastic politics and
dynastic political parties.
“It is difficult for such par-
ties to survive for long,” he
said.

BJP on Sunday used Urdu language to counter the attack by Telangana`s ruling party. 

Modi warns against mocking parties that
ruled for long, now on terminal decline
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To strengthen the culture of
Kannada, Karnataka Chief
Minister Basavaraj Bommai
assured necessary assis-
tance to build a community
hall for Kannada Sangha in
Hyderabad. The Chief
Minister was speaking at a
programme organised by
the Kannadiga community
at the Nrupathunga school
in Kachiguda. As the nation-
al poet KV Puttappa said,
"Elladaru Iru, Endendigu
N e e
Kannadavaagiru,"(wherev-
er you are, be a Kannadiga
forever), the Kannadigas
settled in Hyderabad have
spread the fragrance of
Kannada in Hyderabad,
Chief Minister Basavaraj
Bommai said. Appreciating
the local Kannada commu-
nity for its initiatives for the
cause of Kannada in
Hyderabad, Bommai
assured necessary assis-

tance to build a community
hall for Kannada Sangha of
Hyderabad, Bommai
assured that the state gov-
ernment would back all the
organisations which are
working to enrich Kannada.
Grants have been provided
for local Kannada organisa-
tions for construction of

Community Halls in Goa,
Kasargod and Solapur.
Similarly, grants would be
provided for Hyderabad
Kannada Sangha too.

"We will extend all the
help for education of
Kannada students here. It is
gladdening to see the love
for your mother tongue and
motherland.

Karnataka CM assures of aid to
build community hall for

Kannada Sangha in Hyderabad
Environmental activists and
leaders of political parties,
including the Uddhav
Thackeray-led Shiv Sena
and the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP), have begun staging
protests at the Aarey
Colony against the proposal
to build a Metro-3 car shed.

NEW DELHI, OPEN SEARCH

Days after the controversial
Metro car shed project at
Mumbai's Aarey forest was
revived by the newly formed
Eknath Shinde government in
Maharashtra, deputy chief
minister Devendra Fadnavis
said the issue is ‘half genuine
and half sponsored’, calling it
the only solution to Mumbai's
congestion.

The project, severely criti-
cised by environmental
activists, had been stalled by
the Uddhav Thackeray-led
Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA)
government that collapsed
this week following a rebel-

lion by party MLAs, led by
Eknath Shinde. “Aarey issue is
half genuine and half spon-
sored. Work was paused after
25 per cent of it had been
completed. The cost has
already been escalated by
?10,000 crore. More the delay,
the more the cost escalates.
This is the only solution to
Mumbai's congestion,”
Fadnavis told reporters.

Earlier in the day, environ-
mental activists and leaders of

political parties, including the
Thackeray-led Shiv Sena and
the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP),
staged a protest at the Aarey
Colony, a green belt in subur-
ban Goregaon referred to as
Mumbai's lungs, against the
proposal to build a Metro-3
car shed. In 2014, the Metro-3
car shed was first proposed at
Aarey by then chief minister
Prithviraj Chavan, which was
challenged by local NGO
Vanshakti in the Bombay High

Court, with a plea to prevent
cutting of trees in the area.
Fadnavis, who succeeded
Chavan, went ahead with the
project.

The MVA government had
shifted the car shed site,
which was proposed by the
previous Fadnavis govern-
ment, to Kanjurmarg from
Aarey Colony on the ground of
environment protection, but
the issue got embroiled in a
legal dispute.

The Thackeray govern-
ment had also declared Aarey
as a reserved forest. Apart
from leopards, some 300 dif-
ferent varieties of flora and
fauna are found in the Aarey
forest, located in suburban
Goregaon and adjacent to the
Sanjay Gandhi National Park.

Speaking on the latest
proposal, the former chief
minister said, "I am very
upset. If you are angry with
me, then vent out your anger,
but don't stab Mumbai in the
heart. 

Half genuine, half sponsored: Devendra
Fadnavis on protests against Aarey car shed
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Delhi Government’s job
portal ‘Rozgaar Bazaar’
launched by Chief Minister
Shri Arvind Kejriwal has
helped 10.21 lakh jobseek-
ers get employed so far in
the national capital. The
portal has come as a huge
relief for the people of Delhi
in the aftermath of the pan-
demic and the subsequent
loss of livelihood. 

The Kejriwal
Government has been
working on a mission mode
to support the residents to
live a life of dignity and
respect through multiple
welfare schemes right from
when the pandemic
struck.Not just Delhi but the
whole country and the
world looked at large-scale
unemployment as a result of
the COVID-19 lockdowns.

The Kejriwal Government
emerged as one of the
toughest fighters during the
pandemic relieving the citi-
zens' woes on all fronts
including providing employ-
ment by connecting job
providers and job seekers.
The Rozgaar Bazaar portal
was launched by the
Kejriwal Government on 27
July 2020 to help entry-level
and blue-collar job seekers
connect with employers.

As per official data, in
the nearly two years since
the launch of the portal and
until 30 June 2022, a total of
10,21,303 verified jobs
across 32 job categories
have been generated in
Delhi. These jobs have been
generated by a total of
19,402 unique employers.
Rozgaar Bazaar portal
deploys a stringent verifica-
tion process to ensure no

fake jobs are posted. Each
new job posted is individu-
ally verified and only after
this process are the jobs
posted on the portal.Deputy
Chief Minister Shri Manish
Sisodia said, “The official
figures from Rozgaar
Bazaar show that over 10
lac jobs has been generated
in Delhi in the past two
years. The Delhi
Government is fully com-

mitted to providing employ-
ment to the unemployed in
Delhi. Everyone will see
very soon how CM Shri
Arvind Kejriwal lives up to
his promise of providing
another 20 lac jobs in Delhi
as announced in our
Rozgaar Budget this year.
Delhi Government believes
in public welfare and will
never forsake the people’s
interest.” 

The top 4 sectors
where new jobs have been
created are
Sales/Marketing/Business
Development, Back
Office/Data Entry,
Customer Support/Tele
Caller and Delivery fleets.
Periodically, Delhi
Government carries out
sample surveys of employ-
ers to get their feedback on
placements through which
all employers surveyed
have confirmed that they
have been able to hire peo-
ple for jobs posted on
Rozgar Bazaar.As per offi-
cial data, a total of 15,23,536
unique job seekers are reg-
istered on Rozgar Bazaar
portal as on 30 June 2022. 

The portal tracks active
connections initiated
through phone calls, what-
sapp etc. between job-seek-
ers and job providers. 

Kejriwal Govt’s Rozgaar Bazaar portal successfully
provides jobs to over 10 lakh people of Delhi

Maharashtra CM Eknath Shinde said a
"BJP-Shiv Sena government" has taken
charge of the state which is based on
the beliefs of party founder Balasaheb
Thackeray. 

NEW DELHI, OPEN SEARCH

Maharashtra Chief Minister Eknath Shinde,
who faces a crucial vote of confidence on
Monday (July 4), said Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Union Home Minister
Amit Shah’s decision to accord him the top
post despite BJP having more numbers has
"opened the eyes of many". In his first
address as the Maharashtra CM on the floor
of the state Assembly, Shinde said a "BJP-
Shiv Sena government" has taken charge of
the state which is based on the beliefs of
party founder Balasaheb Thackeray
“Everyone knows that Devendra Fadnavis
had 115 members with him. I had only 50.
Still, he, PM Modi and Home Minister Amit
Shah made me CM despite having numbers
with them. This decision of the BJP has
opened the eyes of many," he said.

"Now a BJP-Shiv Sena government has
taken charge, based on the beliefs of
Balasaheb Thackeray. Till date, we had seen
that people change sides from Opposition
to the government but this time leaders of

government went to the Opposition," the
new Maharashtra CM added. 

Eknath Shinde made the remarks after
BJP candidate Rahul Narwekar was elected
as the Speaker of the Maharashtra
Assembly with 164 votes in support and
107 against him. He defeated  Maha Vikas
Aghadi (MVA) alliance's nominee Shiv Sena
MLA Rajan Salvi for the Speaker post.
Narwekar (45) is the youngest ever
Assembly Speaker in the country, Deputy
Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis noted.
The new Assembly Speaker is the son-in-
law of NCP leader Ramraje Nimbalkar,
chairperson of the Maharashtra Legislative
Council.  The two-day special session of the
288-member Assembly began at Vidhan
Bhavan in south Mumbai at 11 am on
Sunday. The newly formed Eknath Shinde-
led government.

PM Modi, Amit Shah made me Maharashtra CM
despite…: Eknath Shinde ahead of floor test

Everyone will see very soon how CM Kejriwal lives up to his promise of providing another 20 lac jobs 
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MAHARASHTRA: (AGENCY)

Umesh Kolhe, a chemist from
Maharashtra's Amravati who was
allegedly killed for defending former
BJP spokesperson Nupur Sharma's
comment about Prophet
Muhammad, was friends with the
accused arrested for his murder, his
brother Mahesh Kolhe said on
Sunday. "He was good friends with
Yusuf Khan, who is the arrested
accused, a practicing veterinarian.
We knew him since 2006," Mr
Kolhe told news agency ANI.

Through the Police note, we
found out that my brother was
murdered over his post on Nupur
Sharma...He was good friends with
Yusuf Khan (arrested accused), a
practicing veterinarian. We knew
him since 2006: Mahesh Kolhe,
brother of Umesh Kolhe murdered
in Amravati, Maharashtra pic.twit-
ter.com/HfhunszBRO

Khan was among six people
who had been arrested for the June
21 murder that was linked to Nupur

Sharma's comment on Saturday,
amid mounting pressure from the
local BJP unit. Amravati MP Navneet
Rana today accused the city com-
missioner of suppressing Umesh
Kolhe's murder. When asked about
his views on the police's alleged
suppression of the case, Mr Kolhe
said that he could not say for sure. "I

am not an expert in these things to
say that if they had tried to sup-
press it or not. What I feel is that
they should have used their power a
little more and should have treated
it with more seriousness ... Perhaps
the police did not have adequate
evidence to link the case with the
Nupur Sharma controversy until

now," he said. The case was trans-
ferred to the National Investigation
Agency (NIA) by Union Home
Minister Amit Shah on Saturday
after the local BJP unit accused the
police of trying to conceal the rea-
son behind the killing. Referring to
Amit Shah's intervention, Mahesh
Kolhe said that it was "unfortunate"
that he had to step in. "It is unfortu-
nate that the Home Minister had to
come in and look into the case. If the
case had been looked into carefully
from the beginning without the
Home Minister having to step in,
then that would have been better,"
he said. he said that since the "mas-
termind" of the case has been
arrested, the pace of the investiga-
tion would undoubtedly increase.
"What we wanted to know for a
long time was why such a calm per-
son, who had no ill will with any-
one, could be murdered in such a
way ... Our only demand is that the
trial be done in a fast-track court
and the maximum possible punish-
ment be given.

GODHRA: (AGENCY)

A court in Godhra has sen-
tenced to life imprisonment
an accused in the case of
Godhra train carnage in
2002 in which 59 'karse-
vaks' were killed, which had
triggered worst riots in the
history of Gujarat. A court
of an additional sessions
judge at Godhra in Gujarat's
Panchmahal district on
Saturday awarded life
imprisonment to the
accused, Rafik Bhatuk, who
was arrested in February
2021.

The trial against him in
the case began after his
arrest last year.

He was accused of
being involved in the case of
torching of a train returning
from Ayodhya with 'karse-
vaks' on February 27, 2002,
killing 59 of them. This had
led to communal riots in the
state, in which over 1,200
people, mostly from a
minority community, were
killed. Bhatuk is the 35th

accused to be held guilty by
the court in the case so far,
special public prosecutor
RC Kodekar said. "The judge
wished not to be named," he
said.

A Special Operations
Group (SOG) of the
Panchmahal police nabbed
Bhatuk from a locality in
Godhra town in February
last year. He had escaped
from Godhra after being
named an accused in the
case and stayed in various
cities before returning here.

Earlier, a special SIT

court had convicted 31 peo-
ple in the case on March 1,
2011. Out of them, 11 were
sentenced to death, while
20 were sentenced to life
imprisonment.

The Gujarat High Court
had in October 2017 com-
muted the death sentence
of 11 convicts to life impris-
onment, while upholding
the punishment awarded
by the special SIT court to
20 others. Later, three more
persons were sentenced to
life imprisonment in the
case on two occasions. 

Murdered Amravati Chemist, Accused
Were In Same WhatsApp Group

Accused In 2002 Godhra Train
Burning Case Gets Life Imprisonment

CHANDIGARH: (AGENCY)

Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann will
expand his cabinet on July 4
as five MLAs are expected
to be inducted as ministers,
said party sources on
Sunday. The swearing-in
ceremony will take place at
Punjab Raj Bhawan at 5 pm
on Monday, said an official
here.

It will be the first cabi-
net expansion of the
Bhagwant Mann-led gov-
ernment more than three
months after the Aam
Aadmi Party stormed to
power in Punjab. With the
induction of five more min-

isters, the strength of the
Mr Mann-led cabinet will
reach 15, including the chief
minister. Several names of

MLAs, including Aman
Arora -- two-time MLA from
Sunam, Sarvjit Kaur
Manuke—two-time legisla-

tor from Jagraon, Baljinder
Kaur—two time MLA from
Talwandi Sabo, Budh Ram -
two-time MLA from

Budhlada, Inderbir Singh
Nijjar who is an MLA from
Amritsar South and Anmol
Gagan Mann, legislator from

Kharar, are doing the
rounds for the ministerial
positions.

However, there is no
word from the party on the
names of MLAs who will be
inducted as ministers in the
cabinet expansion.

After the AAP formed
the government following
its resounding victory in the
2022 assembly polls, 10
MLAs were inducted as
ministers in the Mr Mann-
led cabinet. At present,
there are nine ministers in
the Mr Mann-led cabinet. In
May, Health Minister Vijay
Singla was sacked from the
state cabinet over graft
charges.

Tejashwi Yadav alleged the BJP
doesn't have faith in their own
"double engine government" and is
staying in a coalition with Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar's JD(U) "just
for the sake of power".

PATNA: (AGENCY)

Rashtriya Janata Dal leader Tejashwi
Yadav on Saturday launched a scathing
attack on the ruling National
Democratic Alliance (NDA) in Bihar,
questioning the manner in which
security for the BJP offices and party
MLAs was ramped up in the state in
the wake of protests against the cen-
tre's 'Agnipath' scheme. In a series of
tweets, Tejashwi Yadav alleged that
the deployment of central paramilitary
forces at BJP offices in Bihar was made
"without taking the state government
into confidence."

He said that the BJP doesn't have
faith in their own "double engine gov-
ernment" and is staying in a coalition
with Chief Minister Nitish Kumar's
JD(U) just for the sake of power.

"The Bihar government should
tell us whether the police is so incom-

petent so as to warrant deployment of
central forces at BJP offices?," asked
Mr Yadav. Last month, Bihar wit-
nessed massive protests over the
'Agnipath' scheme, with agitators set-
ting trains on fire, vandalising railway
stations and attacking BJP leaders'
offices, homes and cars. Besides state
party chief Sanjay Jaiswal's residence,
Bihar Deputy Chief Minister Renu
Devi's home and several BJP offices
were also vandalised by the protest-
ers. Two MPs and eight BJP legislators
were given the third-highest 'Y'

Category security by the central gov-
ernment amid the massive backlash
against the short-term military
recruitment programme. According to
BJP sources, the party high command
was not pleased with the way Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar handled the sit-
uation during the protests.  Under the
scheme, about 45,000 people between
the age of 17.5 years and 21 years will
be inducted into the services for a
four-year tenure, followed by compul-
sory retirement for most without gra-
tuity and pension benefits.

"Is Bihar Police So Incompetent?":
Tejashwi Yadav's Security Swipe At BJP

UP Man Found In Temple
With Throat Slit, Was
Killed By Cousin: Cops

LUCKNOW: (AGENCY)

A man sleeping in a village temple in Uttar Pradesh's
Ayodhya district was killed by his cousin, who slit his
throat, the police said on Sunday. The victim has been
identified as 35-year-old Pankaj Shukla, a resident of
Amethi, who was visiting his maternal grandfather's vil-
lage.

He was murdered by his maternal cousin Gullu
Mishra, who has been arrested, they said, adding the two
had been in a fight earlier.

"We got a call around 6 am from village Bhuapur
under the Kumarganj Police Station that the body of a
young man is lying in a temple," police officer Satyendra
Bhushan Tiwari said.

"The police found his throat had been slit. The vic-
tim is about 35 years old. He had been living there for
about two months. The body has been sent for a post-
mortem," he added.

Manipur Landslide: 8 People
From Assam Including
Army Personnel Killed

MANIPUR: (AGENCY)

At least eight people from Assam, including one army
jawan, have died in a massive landslide at the Tupul rail-
way yard construction site in Manipur's Noney district,
Assam Cabinet Minister Pijush Hazarika said. The minis-
ter said that seven people who died in the landslide were
part of the construction company's staff, while the other
person was an army jawan.

Mr Hazarika reached Noney in Manipur to oversee
the rescue operation. He said that twelve others from
Assam, including a railway engineer are still missing.
The state cabinet minister met the injured who are
undergoing treatment at a local hospital.

The death count in the tragic incident at Tupul yard
railway construction camp in Manipur has increased to
25 on Wednesday night, while 38 others are still missing.

Search and rescue operations are still underway, Mr
Hazarika, who reached Tupul on Saturday, said. "One
railway engineer and 11 other construction company
workers are still missing. Five people have been rescued,
out of which two are currently in the hospital," he said.

The chief minister on Friday shared a list of 22 peo-
ple from Assam's Morigaon district who were involved at
the railway construction site. Out of these, five people
have died, five others were rescued in an injured condi-
tion, and 12 others are still missing. Most of the people
engaged at the railway construction site are from
Assam's Morigaon district. They went to Manipur as part
of the construction company's staff about 20 days ago.

Akhilesh Yadav Dissolves
All Party Posts Week After

Huge Bypoll Defeats
LUCKNOW: (AGENCY)

Samajwadi Party chief Akhilesh Yadav on Sunday dis-
solved the national, state and district executive bodies of
all its organisations, including the youth and the
women's wing, with immediate effect. Though no official
reason has been given, the move is seen as an attempt to
revamp the Samajwadi Party after the Lok Sabha bypoll

debacle in the party's
bastions Rampur and
Azamgarh. The party's
Uttar Pradesh president
Naresh Uttam will, how-
ever, continue to remain
in his position, the party
said.

"The national presi-
dent of Samajwadi Party Akhilesh Yadav, except for the
state president of the party, with immediate effect dis-
solved party's national, state and district executive bod-
ies. National presidents, state presidents, district presi-
dents of all the party's organisations, including youth and
women's wings, have also been dissolved," the party said
on its Twitter handle. "The party is gearing up for the
2024 Lok Sabha elections and the focus is to strengthen
the organisation to take on the BJP with full force," a sen-
ior party leader said.

Punjab Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann
To Expand Cabinet On Monday

MUMBAI: (AGENCY)

Shiv Sena leader Aaditya
Thackeray on Sunday tar-
geted the Eknath Shinde-led
government on the strin-
gent security arrangements
in place for rebel Shiv Sena
MLAs as they entered the
Vidhan Bhavan premises
from a nearby luxury hotel.

"We have not seen
such security before in
Mumbai. Why are you
scared? Is someone going
to run away? Why so much
fear," Thackeray said as the
Shinde group MLAs
reached Vidhan Bhavan in
special buses. The four-day-
old Shiv Sena-BJP govern-

ment will face the floor test
on July 4 during the
Assembly session. Rebel
Shiv Sena MLAs who sup-
port Mr Shinde returned to
Mumbai from Goa on
Saturday evening on the eve
of the Assembly session,
and were lodged in a luxury
hotel in south Mumbai,
where Vidhan Bhavan, the
venue of the floor test, is
located. As many as 50
MLAs who support Mr
Shinde, including 39 rebel
legislators of the Shiv Sena,
on Saturday evening flew to
Mumbai from Goa by a
chartered flight. Shinde,
who had flown to Goa in the
morning.

"Why So Much Fear"? Aaditya
Thackeray's Jibe Over Shinde

Camp's Security

MUMBAI: (AGENCY)

BJP legislator Rahul
Narwekar was elected the
Maharashtra Assembly
Speaker today as he polled
164 votes, nearly 50 votes
more than Uddhav

Thackeray-led Shiv Sena
candidate Rajan Salvi.

Here are 5 big points
on new Maharashtra
Assembly Speaker:

Mr Narwekar, 45, was
elected to the Assembly
from Mumbai's Colaba con-
stituency. He has been asso-
ciated with the Shiv Sena
and the Nationalist
Congress Party in the past.

Mr Narwekar is the
son-in-law of senior NCP
leader Ramraje Naik-
Nimbalkar, who is also
chairman of the
Maharashtra legislative
council.

He was the spokesper-
son of Youth Wing
of Shiv Sena
before quitting the
party in 2014.
After his stint in
the Sena, he
moved to Sharad
P a w a r ' s
N a t i o n a l i s t
Congress Party.

R a h u l
Narwekar unsuc-

cessfully contested the
2014 Lok Sabha elections
from Maval. At the time he
lost to Shrirang Appa Barne
of the Shiv Sena.

Mr Narwekar joined
the BJP before the 2019
Maharashtra assembly
polls. He won the assembly
elections from Colaba,
defeating Congress' Bhai
Jagtap.

Rahul Narwekar Is
New Maharashtra
Assembly Speaker

Briefs News

MUMBAI: (AGENCY)

Shiv Sena leader Aaditya
Thackeray on Sunday made
a request to the Eknath
Shinde government on the
controversial Metro car
shed project in Mumbai. 

"I humbly urge new
government to reconsider
its decision. Don't cast the
hate for us, on to our
beloved Mumbai," he tweet-
ed, adding that he would be
"missing out on the protest
for Aarey forest and the
MMRCL land" as he had to
attend the sitting of the
Legislative Assembly today
for the Speaker's election.

This comes after for-
mer Chief Minister and
Aaditya Thackeray's father
Uddhav Thackeray said he
was "very upset" and urged
the government to not

reverse the Metro car shed
plan. Aaditya Thackeray
said that protection of
the Aarey forest, an
urban forest that many
refer to as Mumbai's
green lung, was not
limited to safeguarding
the 2,700 trees, rather
it was about protecting
Mumbai's biodiversity.

"There are daily
sightings of leopards
and other smaller
species in the car shed
spot and around it.
We're proud of declar-
ing more than 800
acres as forest around
it," he said.

He added that that
the project "destroys our
Mumbai's Aarey Forest"
and goes against sustainable
development and better
planning for the city. "We

are staying here instead of
being handed over a badly

planned project," he said.
Line 6 would anyway

need a carshed, either at
Kanjurmarg (which was
originally thought of in

2018) or at Pahadi
Goregaon. Having studied

both, both are feasible for
Line 3 too. Metros don't go
to carshed after every trip,
they need stabilising lines,
that are missing for Line 3.

The issue, which had
sparked massive protests in

Mumbai by environ-
mental activists, dates
back to 2019 when the
Mumbai Metro Rail
Corporation sought the
B r i h a n m u m b a i
Municipal Corporation's
(BMC) permission to
fell trees at Aarey
Colony.

As activists stepped
up their agitation, then
Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis said the area
identified for the Metro
car shed was not cate-
gorised as biodiversity
or forest land and also
reasoned that the Metro

would reduce carbon foot-
print.

The new government,
heeding to the protests by
activists, decided to shift the

Metro car shed to
Kanjurmarg. Hereafter, the
BJP-led government at the
centre went to Bombay
High Court in 2020, saying
the land belonged to its Salt
department. The High Court
then issued a stay. Since
then, the project has been
in a limbo.

The Shiv Sena has been
opposing the plan to build
the shed at Aarey even
when they were the BJP's
alliance partners. Soon after
Eknath Shinde's move, BJP
leader Kirit Somaiya tweet-
ed that it will bring the
Mumbai Metro work back
on track. Today the
Maharashtra Assembly will
elect its new speaker ahead
of the test of strength on
Monday when the new gov-
ernment will have to prove
majority in the house.

"Aarey Isn't Only About...": Aaditya
Thackeray's Request To Eknath Shinde
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A Delhi Police constable
allegedly shot himself dead
with his service revolver in
North West district, officials
said on Saturday.

They said they were
informed around 9 am by a

passerby in Delhi's
Prashant Vihar about a
body spotted in a car
parked alongside the
boundary wall of a petrol
pump in the area.

When a police team
reached there they saw the
body lying on the driver's
seat of a Santro car and a
foul smell coming from it,
Deputy Commissioner of

Police (Rohini) Pranav
Tayal said.

The deceased was later
identified as constable
Amandeep Singh who was
posted in Prashant Vihar
police station and was on
casual leaves, the officer
said.

A crime branch team
along with photographer
and forensic experts were
called on to the scene.

His family members
have been informed and
the inquest proceedings
under section 174 CrPC
(police to inquire and
report on suicide) has been
undertaken, the DCP said.

Singh's body has been
sent to the Baba Saheb
Ambedkar Hospital, and a
postmortem will be con-
ducted when the deceased
constable's family members
arrive. No suicide note has
been found, the police said.
Further inquiry.
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With monsoon arriving in
the Capital earlier this
week, Delhi Lieutenant
Governor Vinai Kumar
Saxena on Saturday
inspected some of the city’s
waterlogging hotspots, at
the Indraprastha-WHO
building stretch, the
underpass at Pul
Prahladpur and Minto
Bridge and instructed
officials to ensure
drainage systems are
made fool-proof. The
inspection comes days after
the city’s first monsoon
showers on Thursday sub-
merged several parts of the
Capital, including southeast
Delhi’s Pul Prahladpur
underpass, which has
become one of Delhi’s
recurrent waterlogging
pain points. Floods at the
underpass have also led to
two deaths, including one as
recently as end-May this
year.

Though the Minto
Bridge underpass has been

spared of floods so far this
year, it has been a decades-
old problem for Delhi, with
a 60-year-old man drown-
ing in a flood there in June
2020.

“The LG instructed the
officials to put in place a

comprehensive plan con-
sisting of long-term meas-
ures to deal with the prob-
lem of waterlogging rather
than dealing with the issue
in a crisis management
mode,” a statement from
the LG’s office said.

He also inspected a
new pumping station at the
railway underpass at Pul
Prahladpur, where six
pumps have been installed.
While the LG appreciated
the work done at
Indraprastha.

Information about the com-
pany and startups related to
SUP alternatives and their
manufacturing will be given
on the website of
Environment Department -
Gopal Rai

Officers and representatives
of DPCC, MCD, Revenue
Department, Legal Experts,
Industrial Associations,
Market Traders
Associations, Startups, and
Self Help Groups participat-
ed in the Round Table
Conference

NEW DELHI, OPEN SEARCH

The Kejriwal Government
organised a round table
conference on the last day
of the ongoing three-day
fair at Thyagaraj Stadium
under the chairmanship of
Delhi Environment
Minister Shri Gopal Rai.
Officers and representatives

of DPCC, MCD, Revenue
Department, Legal
Experts, Industrial
Associations, Market
Traders Associations,
Startups, Self Help
Groups etc. participated
during this round table
conference. Alternatives
to single use plastics
were discussed with all
the present panellists in
this round table confer-
ence.After the round
table conference,
Environment Minister
Shri Gopal Rai, while
addressing an important
press conference held at
Thyagraj Stadium said, “The
Kejriwal government is
working continuously
against the increasing pol-
lution in Delhi. Single use
plastic has also been playing
an important role in pro-
moting pollution. In such a
situation, awareness cam-
paigns are necessary to

stop the use of single use
plastic items. Moving ahead
in this episode, the Delhi
Government organised a
three-day Plastic Vikalp
Mela at Thyagaraj Stadium
to encourage alternatives to
single use plastic among the
general public.

Today, while discussing
with all the panellists dur-

ing the round table confer-
ence on the last day of the
fair, it has been seen that
there are many questions
regarding plastic ban not
only in the general public
but also in the industrial
associations. People think
that ban on SUP items
means ban on plastic carry
bags and that is why there

is an urgent need to cre-
ate awareness among
the public. Therefore,
awareness campaigns
will be started in Delhi
from today so that
sspeople can be shared
correct information
about banned plastic
items. Along with this, a
training session will also
be organised for the
teams engaged in the
work of enforcement so
that there is no confu-
sion among the teams
while implementing the
ban.

The government will
also issue a helpline num-
ber to register complaints if
action is taken for using
products that are not
banned.”He said,
“Manufactures, and start-
ups, which are working on
the alternatives of single-
use plastic, have to pay
more GST for the raw mate-

rial, for this the Delhi gov-
ernment will write a
request letter to the Centre
to reduce the GST rate. In
addition, the website of the
Environment Department
of the Government of Delhi
will deliver all the informa-
tion related to banned SUP
items, their alternatives and
sources of raw material to
manufacture alternatives.
And if any person needs
more information or has
any doubt related to single
use plastic, then they can
also mail by going to sup-
d o u b t @ g m a i l . c o m . ”
Environment Minister Shri
Gopal Rai appealed to all the
citizens of Delhi to join
hands with the government
to encourage and promote
start-ups/entrepreneurs
producing other single use
plastic alternatives and to
make Delhi a plastic.

free city for citizens.
Encourage them to use the

Rains lash parts of Delhi,
traffic snarls likely

NEW DELHI, OPEN SEARCH

Rains lashed parts of Delhi on Sunday as part of an ongo-
ing wet spell with the onset of monsoon. Although the
showers brought relief from the scorching heat, it affect-
ed traffic on some of the busy roads. Videos shared by
news agency ANI showed flooded streets in areas like
Mandi House, Tilak Marg and Pragati Maidan. The
national capital previously received heavy rain on
Thursday morning, bringing the temperature below 30
degrees Celsius. Vehicular traffic movement went for a
toss and the Delhi traffic police were kept busy on Friday
as well in several parts
of the city — especially
south, west and north
Delhi — owing to reli-
gious processions,
waterlogging, as well
as road repair works
being carried out by
civic agencies.

The India
Meteorological Department (IMD) announced the onset
of monsoon in the national capital on Thursday, June 30.

Earlier this week, the weather department had said
weather conditions were favourable for further advance
of monsoon in several parts of northern and central
India, including Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh,
Chandigarh, Delhi and Himachal Pradesh and parts of
Jammu and Kashmir, Punjab, Haryana. The IMD said it
expects rains to continue across northwest India, includ-
ing Delhi, till July 6, with a ‘yellow alert’ in place for the
days in the interim. “For the next three days (Friday-
Sunday), peak wind speed is likely to be ~ 20-25 km/h
causing moderate dispersion and AQI is likely to be
within ‘moderate’ or ‘upper end of satisfactory’ due to
expected rain spells. Moderate temperature (~ 35 deg C)
and mixing layer height (~ 1.0-1.5 km) maintains mod-
erate ventilation by convection improving air quality.

Tools to help schools assess mindset
curriculum impact

NEW DELHI, OPEN SEARCH

With the directorate of education (DoE) introducing new
assessment guidelines for government, government-
aided, and unaided schools in the Capital from the cur-
rent academic session to assess the impact of the mind-
set curriculum — happiness, entrepreneurship, and
Deshbhakti — on students’ behaviour, schools in the
Capital said they will focus on creating tools for mapping
the impact of the mindset curricula on the students .
“Question papers in the mid-term exam, pre-board exam
and annual exam shall be set in a manner to assess the
comprehension, competencies and other skills as
required….. A greater number of competency-based
questions or questions that assess the application of
concepts in real life/unfamiliar situations will be part of
the question paper in mid-term, board and annual
exam,” stated the new assessment guidelines issued by
the DoE on Friday.

Sukhbir Singh Yadav, principal of Government Co-
ed Sarvodaya Vidyalaya, Sector 21, Rohini, and president
of Vice and Principals’ Association of Delhi, said the new
guidelines lays emphasis on the assessment of mindset
curricula, which necessitated the creation of tools
required to assess the impact on students. “We will be
holding an orientation with our teachers to communi-
cate the new guidelines among students. Aspects per-
taining to the mindset curricula are new. Accordingly, we
will have to incorporate unique methods to assess how
students are learning from the mindset curricula,” said
Yadav. Sarita Tandon, a political science teacher at
Government Co-ed Sarvodaya Vidyalaya, Sector 21,
Rohini, said while the assessment of mindset curricula
will not impact the promotion of students to the next
class, schools will have to incorporate new tools of
assessment. “Assessment of mindset curricular will take
place for the first time... Some templates and suggestions
have already been given by the DoE,” said

Sudha Acharya, chairperson of the National
Progressive School Conference (NPSC) that has over
120 Delhi schools as members, said the new assessment
guidelines have been shared with the teachers and will
be disseminated among parents by Monday. “Important
pointers and changes outlined in the assessment guide-
lines have been shared with member schools of our con-
sortium.  At our school, we held an orientation for teach-
ers on Saturday. 

Awareness campaign will be run in Delhi to educate the
public about banned products of single use plastic

Delhi LG inspects drainage
at flooding hot spots

NEW DELHI, OPEN SEARCH

This year in the Luv Kush
Ramlila organized in the
historic ground of Red Fort,
the grandest stage of the
country to be staged from
26 September to 06
October on a huge three-
storey 180 by 60 stage and
with more than thirty stars
of the film city, this year in
Leela Noted film star Asrani,
who became a jailer of the
British era, will play the
character of Narad Muni in
the film Sholay.In the press
conference of Luv Kush
Ramlila Committee held at
Constitution Club, Arjun
Kumar, President of Leela,
while answering the ques-
tions of journalists, said that
we will stage Leela this year
on a three-storey huge
stage. There will be a Leela
of Ram Lalla of Ayodhya,

while the Leela Committee
decided to organize a reli-
gious event on the Leela
stage three days before the
staging of Leela, in this
episode, devotional satsang
of International Saint
Trilochan Das of Sachkhand
Nanak Dham will be done
on 23rd September. Arjun
Kumar told that the model
of the grand Ram temple
being built in Ayodhya, 30
feet above the three-storey
stage, will be made by emi-
nent artists of the country.

From the third floor of the
stage, all the deities will
move in the sky and flowers
will be showered. The Leela
will be staged non-stop on
the first and second floors. A
huge 180 by 14 LED screen
will be installed in the back-
ground of the Leela Stage.
This time too, under the
supervision of the famous
action director of
Bollywood, for the first time
in the field, Ram Ravana will
be shown in the field by the
giant cranes, then

Hanuman ji crosses the sea
from the sky and goes to
Lanka, bring Sanjeevani
Booti, ??Hanuman ji's Ram.
Scenes of Lakshman being
seated on his shoulders will
be shown on the sky road
with the latest
technology.Leela's general
secretary Subhash Goyal
told that famous film TV star
Sonu Dagar will play the
role of Lord Shri Ram in
Leela this year, while TV
actress Shivani Raghav Sita
and film actor Nirbhay
Wadhwa, who played
Hanuman ji in Jai Hanuman
TV serial, will play Hanuman.
Well, Bollywood's famous
film legend actor Asrani will
be seen on the stage this
time in the role of Narad
Muni. Four towers will be
built for the Delhi Police in
the security of Leela
Maidan.
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Acharya Dr. Lokeshji, the
Founder of Ahimsa Vishwa
Bharti and World Peace
Center, returned to India on
July 2, after completing his
historic peace harmony
tour of America.  At the con-
clusion of this historic jour-
ney, a special program
'Contribution of saints in
the preservation of culture'
has been organized in his
honor at Constitution Club
today on Sunday, 3rd July at
3:30 pm. At the end of this
successful journey glorify-
ing religion, spirituality,
Indian culture and values of
life, many organizations
welcomed the World Peace
harmony tour and Acharya
Dr. Lokeshji shared his for-
eign travel

experiences.World Peace
Ambassador Acharya Dr.
Lokeshji said that Indian
culture is the oldest and
greatest culture, whose
main characteristic is the
harmony of all religions, as
an Indian, it is a matter of
pride to spread the great
culture of our country and

the message of Vasudhev
Kutumbakam across the
world. Sharing the experi-
ence of America's peace
and harmony tour, he told
that during his tour, US
President Joe Biden advised
America battling gun vio-
lence to implement Peace
Education (Value Based

Education) in school educa-
tion to solve the problem
which greatly influenced
the US President.
Acharyashree said that peo-
ple of Indian origin have not
forgotten their rituals even
while living abroad, there is
a great sense of respect
among the diaspora
towards Saints and
Mahatmas. He also
expressed his gratitude to
all the organisations, offi-
cials, members and digni-
taries present in the cere-
mony.In this regard, it is
also worth mentioning that
during this visit, Acharya
Lokesh ji was felicitated
with official citation by State
Assembly California, State
Assembly New York, City of
Fremont, City of Cerritos,
City of Artesia etc. 

Narad will become the jailer of the
British era in Luv Kush Ramlila
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The decision to ban single-
use plastic, across the coun-
try (from July 1) comes with
a sense of optimism that we
are headed towards a more
eco-friendly future. Much
like the rest of the country,
the Capital has struggled
with its own battle against
plastic waste. On
International Plastic Bag
Free Day (July 3), we speak
to some city-based cru-
saders who have been
working for years to curb
the environmental nuisance
that is single-use plastic
bags. Raising awareness
around the same is
PRANAHI, the eco club at
Bhaskaracharya College of
Applied Sciences (BCAS),
Delhi University. Kuntak

Saha, a first-year student of
Microbiology at BCAS, says,
“The decision to ban
single-use plastic is
more than welcome.
We’ve been involved
extensively in trying to
create awareness
around the alternatives
to plastic bags.

We realised that the
reason most people pre-
fer plastic bags is for its
convenience and cheap
cost, but their conven-
ience is proving detri-
mental to our eco sys-
tem. Thus we have
organised street plays to
demonstrate how
favourable it is to use
bags made of environment
friendly materials such as
cloth, jute and paper. We
have also been conducting

drives where we visit near-
by lakes and encourage

people to join us in segre-
gating the plastic bags from
other waste.” “I’ve seen the
efforts these students have

put in their attempts to
limit plastic waste,” says

Gunjan Sirohi, assistant
professor, department of
Microbiology at BCAS, and
in-charge of the club. She

adds, “Many students have
joined in as members, and

are inclined to eradicate
the usage of plastic bags
around the city. We even
conducted a survey on
our campus, to help ini-
tiate the ban on single-
use plastic. Like the
young students, public in
general can also take the
initiative and carry their
your own, cloth or jute
bags with they go for
shopping. As responsi-
ble citizens of the city, we
should not use plastic
bags.” The day has been
marked in the calendar
of some students, to take
a call of action for the

sake of environment. “We
are so happy with the
recent plastic ban because it
helps in tremendously

boosting our future efforts,
starting today,” says Anjali
Gupta, a final year student of
BA (Prog) and president of
Hindu College’s National
Service Scheme (NSS) is
one among such students
who is looking forward to
celebrate the day. She adds,
“We at NSS are very keen to
utilise this day as an oppor-
tunity to create awareness
around the damaging
affects of single-use plastic.
We have planned cam-
paigns, and have been post-
ing awareness pamphlets
around the campus. In the
past, we have had cam-
paigns surrounding the
benefits of using jute bags
as well, since we feel that
jute is one of the best alter-
natives to plastic bags, given
its durability and low cost.”

Delhi youth elated after ban on single-use plastic

Grand welcome to Acharya Dr Lokashji on his
return to India from USA peace and harmony tour

Briefs News
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The maximum temperature
in Delhi rose by nearly
three degrees on Saturday,
as dry conditions prevailed
in the city, three days after
monsoon landed in the
Capital. The India

Meteorological Department
(IMD)’s Safdarjung obser-
vatory, which is Delhi’s
base weather station,
recorded a maximum tem-
perature of 34.4 degrees
Celsius (°C), nearly two
degrees below the normal
temperature for this time of
the year. The minimum
temperature on Saturday
stood at 26.2°C, two

degrees below the normal
temperature. The onset of
monsoon in Delhi was
declared on Thursday, with
the Capital recording
117.2mm of rain in a span
of 24 hours, pushing the
temperature down signifi-
cantly and giving the city its
coolest day in 116 days on
Thursday.

According to the
weather office, the city
received 1.9mm of rainfall
between 8.30am on Friday
and 8.30am on Saturday.

The weather depart-
ment classifies rainfall
between ‘trace’ and 2.4 mm
as ‘very light rainfall’, as
‘light rainfall’ when it is
between 2.5 mm and 15.5
mm, as ‘moderate’ rainfall
when it is between 15.6
mm and 64.4 mm and as
‘heavy’ when it is over 64.5
mm in a single day.
According to the weather
office’s weekly forecast.

Dry day pushes Delhi’s temperature
up; IMD forecasts light rain for today

Helpline numbers will be issued by the government for manufacturers

Delhi Police constable kills self
with service revolver

'Contribution of saints in the preservation of culture' seminar organized at Constitution Club



EDITORIAL

Manipur landslide
A search-and-rescue operation, involving the Army, TA,
Assam Rifles, the National Disaster Response Force and the
state disaster response authorities, has been in progress
since Wednesday night amid rough weather. Amassive
landslide at a railway construction site in Manipur’s Noney
district has claimed the lives of at least 20 people, mostly
personnel of the Territorial Army (TA). A search-and-res-
cue operation, involving the Army, TA, Assam Rifles, the
National Disaster Response Force and the state disaster
response authorities, has been in progress since
Wednesday night amid rough weather. The landslide’s
debris has blocked the Ijei river, leading to the formation of
a reservoir that may inundate low-lying areas. The tragedy
could have been averted, or the loss of life minimised, had
there been a timely warning mechanism in place.

A landslide is a common occurrence in hilly areas dur-
ing the rainy season. Almost 13 per cent of India’s land
mass is prone to landslides, particularly in the Himalayas
and the Western Ghats. These disasters  which are often
triggered by deforestation, unscientific mining and no-
holds-barred construction  cause extensive damage in
terms of human and animal fatalities, ecological devastation
and the loss of agricultural land. However, the Landslide
Early Warning System (LEWS) continues to be a work in
progress in India. In December last year, the Central
Government had told Parliament that the system was being
evaluated and tested by the Geological Survey of India (GSI)
in two pilot areas  Darjeeling (West Bengal) and Nilgiris
(Tamil Nadu). The GSI has been banking on the multi-con-
sortium Landslip project, which aims to improve landslide
risk assessment and reliability of forecasts on the basis of
which alerts are issued. The government plans to make
LEWS operational in phases from 2025 after successful
ground evaluation in 10 states  West Bengal, Tamil Nadu,
Uttarakhand, Kerala, Sikkim, Himachal Pradesh, Karnataka,
Assam, Meghalaya and Mizoram. 

LT COL LAKHBIR SINGH

THE partition of the country in 1947 saw bloodshed on both
sides of the new border. This is an eye-witness account of
the travails of the residents of our small village named
Rukhsinghpura (since renamed Chhoti Rukh), which was
about a mile east of Ramnagar (renamed Rasul Nagar) on
the southern bank of Chenab river, in Gujranwala district.
The region had been brought under his control by the illus-
trious Maharaja Ranjit Singh. On August 15, 1947, houses
of Hindus and Sikhs in Ramnagar were looted and set on
fire, but no harm came to us. My father, Amar Singh
Chattha, was a popular local leader. He had done yeoman’s
service and enjoyed a good rapport with the local officials,
prominent Muslim residents of the town, and notable
Muslim Chatthas of the area, primarily of the neighbouring
Salhoke and Burj villages. Our village had about 400 resi-
dents, consisting mainly of Sikhs. Till mid-September that
year, no one touched us. However, by then, it had become
clear that we had no alternative but to migrate to India. The
Rajput Sikhs of nearby Bela (riverine) area also joined us,
raising the numbers to approximately a thousand. My
father went to the refugee camp at Akalgarh (now renamed
Alipur) and requested the military officer in charge there to
provide an escort of a few jawans for our safe passage to
the camp there. He also sent a note to the tonga adda in-
charge in the town for sending seven to eight tongas to
carry essential clothing, etc.

The escort and tongas arrived on September 19.
Chaudhry Mohd Khan Chattha and his nephew from Burj
also willingly came, mounted on horses and armed with
guns, to ensure that no harm came to us. So, on September
19, a caravan consisting of over a thousand women, chil-
dren and men started for the refugee camp at Akalgarh,
about 6 miles away. The move was incident-free till we
reached the outskirts of Akalgarh. There, we found our-
selves face-to-face with almost the entire male Muslim pop-
ulation of the town with weapons in hands, baying for our
blood. On seeing us, they started shouting “Ya Ali!” and
“Allah Hu Akbar”. The Sikhs, not to be outdone, countered
with “Bole So Nihal, Sat Sri Akal”. A deadly clash appeared
inevitable. Mohd Khan Chattha announced that they will
create history by laying down their lives fighting for their
Sikh brethren. Realisation soon dawned on us that we
stood to lose our lives in that Muslim-majority heartland,
deep inside Pakistan. Hence, the escorting soldiers were
rushed to the military camp with an SOS message.

Promptly, a Subedar of the Dogra Regiment arrived
there with seven to eight armed jawans. He ordered the
jawans to take up firing positions and announced loudly
that anyone coming forward will be shot dead by the sol-
diers. That had a salutary impact as the army was held in
great awe. A few Muslim leaders came forward and spelled
out their two conditions for our safe passage. Firstly, all
Sikhs should be completely disarmed immediately.
Secondly, they could not be allowed to join the existing
camps. As such, they will have to go to the railway station
area (about a mile away) and set up their separate camp
there. These were agreed to after some consultations, as
the Subedar assured full protection to the Sikhs.
Accordingly, the Sikhs handed over their swords, spears
and sticks. After that, we were escorted to the railway sta-
tion area and told to set up a new refugee camp inside a
deserted rice mill within a walled compound.

After two to three days, the Dogras were replaced by a
contingent of the Baluch regiment. The Baluchis were
known to be highly communal. The Sikh elders apprehend-
ed danger. Since we had been disarmed, we needed some-
thing for our self-defence. It was decided to use bricks as a
weapon. All the men and women were told to dismantle a
bricked platform inside the compound, and place the bricks
along the perimeter wall. Duties were assigned to man the
perimeter round the clock, so that anyone trying to scale the
wall from outside could be dealt with using the bricks.
Sandbags were also filled up and kept ready to strengthen
the entry gate.

Food articles had to be purchased from outside. The
shopkeepers had been prohibited from selling anything to
the Sikhs. Even after police intervention, Muslim leaders
relented only with impossible conditions. Mercifully, a
locked room inside the compound was broken open. To our
delight, we found it full of rice bags. These saved our lives.

After about a week, one day we woke up to find that the
Baluchis had suddenly deserted us. We were now more vul-
nerable to attacks by the rampaging crowds outside the
compound. The elders put their heads together and decided
to take two more measures. 

Grieving for Teesta
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OPINION

The oceans have never
spurned our offerings, be it
sludge, sewage, toxic waste,
industrial effluents, plastic
and other garbage. Things
got really serious when the
poisons got into the sys-
tems of aquatic life, and
found their way into our
dinner via seafood. Untold
damage has been done to
rivers, lakes, ponds, seas
and oceans, despite us
knowing that 50 per cent of
oxygen on earth is from the
oceans. Why are we chok-
ing off our own life-breath?

The United Nations
Ocean Conference (June 27-
July 1), held in Portugal,
highlighted these chal-
lenges and more and sought
solutions that could be taken
up globally. And there is a
need to create wider public
awareness on the need to
preserve the sanctity of
water bodies everywhere.
The United Nations
Development Programme
(UNDP) has made an ‘Ocean
Promise’ to support the
recovery of $1 trillion in
annual socio-economic loss-
es caused by ocean mis-
management.

In his opening remarks,
UN Secretary General
António Guterres said,
“When we see the earth
from space, we truly appre-
ciate that we live on a blue
planet. The ocean connects
us all. Sadly, we have taken
the ocean for granted, and
today we face what I would
call an ‘Ocean Emergency’”.

The gloomy scenario,
presented by the UN, is that
global heating is pushing
ocean temperatures to
record levels, creating
fiercer and more frequent
storms. Sea levels are rising.
Low-lying island-nations
face inundation, as do many

major coastal cities in the
world. The climate crisis is
also making the ocean more
acidic, which is disrupting
the marine food chain. Ever
more coral reefs are bleach-
ing and dying. Coastal
ecosystems, such as man-
groves, sea grasses and
wetlands, are being degrad-
ed. Pollution from land is
creating vast coastal dead
zones. Nearly 80 per cent of
waste water is discharged
into the sea without treat-
ment. And some eight mil-
lion tonnes of plastic waste
enter the oceans ever year.
Without drastic action, this
plastic could outweigh all
the fish in the oceans by
2050. Indisputably, a
healthy and productive
ocean is vital to our shared
future. It is 40 years since
the UN Convention on the
Law of the Sea was adopted.
A new Treaty of the High
Seas is being negotiated to
address the global plastic
crisis that is choking our
oceans. Despite confer-
ences and treaties, our dese-
cration of the oceans has
continued unabated over

decades, pushing the waters
to the brink, since there is
no overall legal framework
governing what is being
described as the largest
unregulated area on the
planet, as it covers 70 per
cent of the earth’s surface.

The UN conference
made four recommenda-
tions to save the oceans and
by doing so, save ourselves
too. For, it is the ocean that
is perceived as the source of
all life and it is the ocean
that has been helping us
breathe and sustain our-
selves since millennia.

First, we need to invest
in “sustainable ocean
economies for food, renew-
able energy and livelihoods.
This would require long-
term funding and commit-
ment to encourage sustain-
able practices in the seafood
industry.”

Secondly, “the ocean
must become a model on
how we can manage the
global commons for our
greater good”. This would
entail preventing and reduc-
ing all kinds of marine pol-
lution and create measures

to conserve the waters and
execute good coastal man-
agement.

Thirdly, “we must pro-
tect the oceans and the peo-
ple whose lives and liveli-
hoods depend on them,
from the impacts of climate
change”. The way forward is
to protect the marine
ecosystems including man-
groves, wetlands and coral
reefs, and make shipping
greener than it is currently.
And avoid oil spills that
have dangerous effect on
aquatic life. Early warning
systems in coastal areas will
alert communities to be
forewarned and prepared
for any eventuality. Fourthly,
the UN advises more of sci-
ence and innovation “to
propel us into a new chap-
ter of global ocean action”.

As far as India is con-
cerned, its 7,500-km-long
coastline makes it an
important security issue.
Maritime security is a prior-
ity, but so too the impor-
tance of conserving the
oceans as vital sources of
sustainability and liveli-
hood. More than three

decades ago, the French
underwater explorer and
photographer, inventor of
the aqua lung for scuba
divers, Jacques Cousteau,
warned us of the sullying of
the Indian Ocean, and
pleaded that the area be
protected from pollution.
Today, his grandson,
Phillipe Cousteau, an envi-
ronmentalist and oceanog-
rapher, says it is still not too
late to save the oceans, if
only we start taking positive
action and show commit-
ment and will. In an inter-
view, he said, “We know
that it would cost roughly
around $225 billion to pro-
tect 30 per cent of the
ocean. That’s a fraction of
what the global economy
has invested to fight the
coronavirus. So the money
exists...Now we just need
the political will...to make it
happen...”

Political will and fund-
ing may be crucial to save
the oceans, but it is also nec-
essary to drum up public
support and create wider
awareness about the state
of the world’s oceans and
how the oceans’ state of
health can have deep
impact on all life. Plastic
waste is now found in the
most remote areas and
deepest ocean trenches. It
kills marine life and is doing
major harm to communities
that depend on fishing and
tourism.

The Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change
says that besides pollution
woes, global warming is
heating the waters, deplet-
ing oxygen and killing off
several marine species,
while driving many of them
towards the poles. We are
indeed experiencing an
ocean emergency.

Every country in the world,
without exception, is facing
a resource crunch in this
volatile, uncertain time of
immense challenges. The
countries that have the abil-
ity are seeking external
resources, in the form of
foreign investment, to
enable development and
growth at the highest possi-
ble level. India too seeks for-
eign investment which
brings in technology, pro-
vides employment and gen-
erates additional resources.
It has been estimated that
as a result of India’s efforts,
the per capita FDI is about
$60. This is good and India
is the country registering
probably the highest
growth currently. But to
generate many millions of
new jobs, overcome poverty
and address the multiple
issues India has at hand,
$100 per capita FDI would
put India at a much higher
place in the world. Can it be
done since FDI has actually
done well, been on the rise?
And, can it be done in a
world where competition
for FDI is fierce, with coun-
tries offering attractive
incentives to potential
investors?

Competition is the spice
of life. It creates pressures
and gives rise to creative
ideas and strategies. India
can thrive! First, the issue of
eligibility for foreign
investors to have more than
50 per cent equity in a com-
pany. This is largely permit-
ted today. It was a major
issue earlier, a non-issue
now. Even defence indus-
tries and insurance allow
74% foreign equity holding
in a joint venture. India has
crossed a “mental” bridge in
allowing over 50% foreign
equity holding, having
realised that equity is only
one aspect of “control” and
“regulation”.

Second, the processes
and procedures, which are
never quick or time-bound
in India. There is no “single-

window” clearance in reali-
ty, especially where the
F e d e r a l / C e n t r a l
Government and State
Government are both
involved. This has to change.
Many countries have an
“empowered” Board of
Investments (BoI) for pro-
motion as well as clear-
ances. Recognising the hier-
archy of bureaucracy and
the reality of decision-mak-
ing, the “BoI” should be pro-
vided the Secretariat by the
Prime Minister’s Office
(PMO). This was so in 1991-
96 when the Foreign
Investment Promotion
Board (FIPB) operated. The
BoI or FIPB needs to be
headed by a Secretary to the
Government of India who
has the seniority to com-
mand respect. Proposals
should be cleared or
returned within 90 days.
There is an organisation,
“Invest India”, but to get to
$100 per capita FDI, the
Prime Minister’s Office
needs to get in on the act in
greater measure.

Third, India needs to
frame a dynamic strategy
and plan for an outreach to
the top 500 companies of
the world to invest in the
country. Much is written

about change in supply
chains and relocation of
industries, but India has
seen little benefit of these
ideas. Vietnam and
Thailand in Asia are the real
beneficiaries. And, their
BoIs follow an aggressive
promotion strategy as well
as an efficient approval
process. The top 500 com-
panies have significant sup-
ply chains across several
countries and their partner-
ship would be critical.

Fourth, many policies
are worded vaguely. This
leads to lack of clarity and
delayed decision-making.
Policies must be specific in
wording and clear to all
readers. This is a challenge
for the Indian policy and
process making authors.
Every time something is
drafted which is subject to
different interpretations,
there is delay and there is
scope for corruption. Delay
is equal to disaster.

Fifth, stability and conti-
nuity of policy, of proce-
dures. No U-turns, no sur-
prises! No retrospective
actions. These issues haunt
the foreign investors where
India is concerned. India
has been known to follow
stop-go policies, change

procedures at will and con-
sistently failed to give confi-
dence of continuity. This is a
big issue for all foreign
investors. The only real
assurance can be provided
by law and legislation
passed in Parliament as
done to do away with retro-
spective action. Sixth, India
is known to be a difficult
place to find reliable joint
venture partners. These are
companies in the public
and private sectors. The
tendency of foreign
investors is to focus on a
few Indian companies for
partnerships because of
their reputation for reliabil-
ity and trustworthiness. The
government cannot resolve
this issue. It is a private sec-
tor issue and there have
been many joint ventures
(JVs) which break up
because of “cultural” mis-
match. Both sides act in
haste to conclude a JV with-
out thinking through every
detail. Caution is the best
way forward and the per-
spective must be long-term,
not short-term. Seventh,
there is a constant need to
“educate” foreign investors
on India. It is one country,
but not one market. It is one
country, but almost every

state is different from every
other state. Huge differ-
ences exist in terms of cus-
toms, cultures, languages,
from state to state. State
governments have a five-
year life and change hap-
pens, bringing new policies.
These are some of the
issues which must be ham-
mered into the minds of for-
eign investors so as to help
them avoid mistakes and
then blame India.
Investment education is in
India’s best interests.

Eighth, whilst Indian
strategy is focused mainly
on the large economies of
the USA, Japan, South
Korea, UK, France, Germany
and Italy, there is a need for
country-specific strategies
and plans so as to have the
right focus in terms of tech-
nology and company. And,
smaller economies are
equally crucial, such as
Israel, UAE, Singapore,
Norway, Sweden, Finland
and Denmark with specific
strategies for niche tech-
nologies. The Indian gov-
ernment has understood
this and their foreign and
trade policies reflect this
reality. Indian industry
needs to adapt and adopt.

Ninth, India needs to
have a Foreign Investment
War Room using advanced
digital technologies to have
the most up to date data of
trade, investment, compa-
nies, technologies, sectors,
personnel, diaspora role etc.
The FDI War Room is an
essential strategic piece of
the FDI plan because data is
critical and, in today’s age,
data is constantly changing.

These are some key
issues to raise the FDI level
to $100 per capita. India’s
global position would then
be far more significant.
Also, the positive impact on
employment, development
and growth considerable! At
the same time, the national
economic security interest
must be taken care of. It can
be ensured.

Pollution, climate crisis are choking the oceans

FDI, economic security should be in sync

NARAYANI GANESH

FORMER DIRECTOR GENERAL

It has been estimated
that as a result of
India’s efforts, the per
capita foreign direct
investment is about
$60. This is good and
India is probably regis-
tering the highest
growth. But to generate
many millions of new
jobs, overcome poverty
and address the multi-
ple issues the country
has at hand, $100 per
capita FDI would put
India at a much higher
place in the world.

Attracting foreign investment is critical to generate jobs and improve the overall health of the economy. 

Global heating is
pushing ocean
temperatures to
record levels, cre-
ating fiercer and
more frequent
storms. Sea levels
are rising. Low-
lying island-
nations face inun-
dation, as do many
major coastal
cities in the world.
The climate crisis
is also making the
ocean more acidic,
which is disrupt-
ing the marine
food chain. And
some eight million
tonnes of plastic
waste enter the
oceans every year.
Without drastic
action, this plastic
could outweigh all
the fish in oceans
by 2050.

A healthy ocean is critical for preservation of the earth’s ecosystem.
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KRAMATORSK: (AGENCY)

Viktoria Miroshnichenko
has just reopened her toy
store in Kramatorsk, a city
near the frontline in eastern
Ukraine, despite the daily
sound of bombing roaring
in the distance. "It's a bit
scary but we're getting used
to it," she said from behind
the counter of a shop selling
soft toys, bicycles and scoot-
ers for children.

The shopkeeper said
she was out of work for
almost three months with-
out receiving any substan-
tial state support.

Her business, like many
others in Kramatorsk,
closed after the start of
Russia's invasion on
February 24.

But in the past few
weeks, shops have been
gradually reopening and
residents have returned to
the city in Ukraine's eastern
Donbas region.

"In my street, where
there are about 300 homes,
the residents had almost all
left. Now they have almost

all come back,"
Miroshnichenko said.

Kramatorsk, a large city
at the heart of what
remains of Ukrainian-con-
trolled Donbas, is stirring
back to life even as Russian
artillery pounds nearby
Sloviansk, Siversk and
Bakhmut.

But according to Oleg
Malimonienko, who has just
reopened his restaurant,
people have no choice but to
return home. "In 99 percent

of the cases, it's because
they need to eat well, pay
the rent and the bills," said
the 54-year-old.

Malimonienko hopes
customers -- including
some of the Ukrainian sol-
diers roaming the city -- will
flock to his restaurant. For
Natalia Kirichenko, soldiers
have been a priceless source
of income. The shop assis-
tant said servicemen were
regular customers and
bought the most items,

especially knives and dag-
gers. "Like us, many people
have returned to
Kramatorsk, but they don't
have any money," the 56-
year-old added, saying she
had no choice but to
resume work. Although she
received state aid while the
shop was shut for three
months, she said it was far
from enough to make ends
meet. "When we hear pretty
powerful bombardment
coming from one side or the

other, we feel the threat and
wonder what awaits us,"
said a resigned Kirichenko.

Miroshnichenko said
that the hardest thing about
getting to work without a
car was the unpredictable
nature of using public trans-
port in wartime. "The tram
stops every time the bomb
sirens go off," she said. The
alarms sound several times
per day and
Miroshnichenko has had to
brave a 50-minute walk to
her shop since it reopened
for business.

The struggle to get
around Kramatorsk has
prompted Vladimir
Pozolotin's bicycle centre to
resume service, the shop
employee said, speaking
from the basement of a
building.

"Many have asked me
on my YouTube channel
when we were going to
reopen because some are
scared of taking the car.
Others have no petrol or
don't want to join long
queues at service stations,"
he explained.

JERUSALEM : (AGENCY)

Israel said on Sunday it
would test a bullet that
killed a Palestinian-
American journalist to
determine whether one of
its soldiers shot her and said
a US observer would be
present for the procedure
that could deliver results
within hours. The
Palestinians, who on
Saturday handed over the
bullet to a US security coor-
dinator, said they had been
assured that Israel would
not take part in the ballis-
tics.

Washington has yet to
comment. The United States
has a holiday weekend to
mark July 4. The May 11
death of Al Jazeera reporter
Shireen Abu Akleh during
an Israeli raid in the occu-
pied West Bank, and feud-
ing between the sides as to
the circumstances, have
overshadowed a visit by
U.S. President Joe Biden due
this month.

The Palestinians accuse
the Israeli military of killing
her deliberately. Israel
denies this, saying Abu
Akleh may have been hit by
errant army fire or by one

of the Palestinian gunmen
who were clashing with its
forces.

"The (ballistic) test will
not be American. The test
will be an Israeli test, with
an American presence
throughout," said Israeli

military spokesman
Brigadier-General Ran
Kochav. "In the coming days
or hours it will be become
clear whether it was even us
who killed her, accidentally,
or whether it was the
Palestinian gunmen," he told
Army Radio. "If we killed
her, we will take responsi-
bility and feel regret for
what happened." Akram al-
Khatib, general prosecutor
for the Palestinian
Authority, said the test

would take place at the US
Embassy in Jerusalem.

"We got guarantees
from the American coordi-
nator that the examination
will be conducted by them
and that the Israeli side will
not take part," Al-Khatib told

Voice of Palestine radio,
adding that he expected the
bullet to be returned on
Sunday.

An embassy spokesper-
son said: "We don't have
anything new at this time."
Biden is expected to hold
separate meetings with
Palestinian and Israeli lead-
ers on July 13-16. The Abu
Akleh case will be a diplo-
matic and domestic test for
new Israeli Prime Minister
Yair Lapid.

Despite Threat Of War, Life
Resumes In Frontline Ukraine City

Israel Says It Will Test Bullet That
Killed Reporter, Palestine Disagrees

Builders Let Farmers Pay
For Homes In Watermelons,

Peaches In China
BEIJING: (AGENCY)

Struggling developers in China have started taking pay-
ment for homes in watermelons, peaches and other agri-
cultural produce, state media reported Sunday, as they
attempt to lure buyers deterred by a property market
slump. China's housing market has been hit by a slowing
economy and debt crisis precipitated by a government
ban on builders taking deposits before construction
begins on a project. One developer in the eastern city of
Nanjing said it would accept truckloads of watermelons
worth up to 100,000 yuan as down payment from local
farmers, state-run China News Weekly reported. In the
nearby small town of Wuxi, another developer was tak-
ing peaches as payment, the magazine said. Homebuyers
in Qi county, a major gar-
lic-producing region in
central China's Henan
province, can exchange
their produce at three
times the market price to
settle part of their down
payment. Accepting crops
at inflated prices has
allowed developers to offer steeper discounts on homes
than permitted by local governments while tapping into
an underserved market.

"On the occasion of the new garlic season, the com-
pany has made a resolute decision to benefit garlic farm-
ers in Qi county," homebuilder Central China
Management said on social media in late May. "We are
helping farmers with love, and making it easier for them
to buy homes." About 30 properties had been sold since
the garlic campaign was launched, it added. Home sales in
China measured by floor area have slid for 11 consecu-
tive months and were down 31.5 percent in May com-
pared to the same month last year, official data shows.

Russia Says It Now Controls Entire
Lugansk Region Of Ukraine

MOSCOW: (AGENCY)

Russia's defence minister, Sergei Shoigu, said Sunday
that Moscow's forces have taken the strategic Ukrainian
city of Lysychansk and now control the entire region of
Lugansk, which has been the target of fierce battles in
recent weeks. "Sergei Shoigu has informed the com-
mander in chief of the Russian armed forces, Vladimir
Putin, of the liberation of the People's Republic of
Lugansk," the defence ministry said in a statement quot-
ed by Russian news agencies.

Russian forces and their separatist allies have taken
"full control of Lysychansk and other nearby towns,
notably Belogorovka, Novodruzhesk, Maloryazantseve
and Bila Hora," the statement said. AFP was unable to
verify the information from independent sources. A few
minutes prior to the announcement, a spokesman for
the Russian defence ministry had said that fighting was
ongoing in Lysychansk and that Ukrainian forces were
"completely" surrounded.  The regional governor of
Lugansk, Sergiy Gaiday, said on Telegram on Sunday that
"the Russians are reinforcing their positions in the
Lysychansk region. The city is on fire."

Ukraine Hits Russian Base With
Over 30 Strikes In Melitopol

KYIV: (AGENCY)

Ukrainian forces hit a Russian base with over 30 strikes
in the Russian-occupied southern city of Melitopol on
Sunday, the city's exiled Ukrainian mayor said. A Russian
official confirmed strikes had hit the city.

"At 3 o'clock (1200 GMT) and 5 o'clock (0200 GMT),
there were over 30 strikes exclusively on a military
base," Melitopol Mayor Ivan Fedorov, who is currently on
Ukraine-controlled territory, said in a video address on
Telegram, adding that the base had been "taken out of
action."

Fedorov also said that resistance activity had caused
a Russian armoured train carrying ammunition to derail
on Saturday near Melitopol.

MONTEVIDEO: (AGENCY)

At the age of 85, Uruguayan
Olga Diaz's kidneys are fail-
ing -- she was beginning to
despair at her bleak future,
kept alive by 12 hours of
dialysis per week. But at the
clinic where she receives
her treatment, Diaz has
found a new "will to live"
thanks to live tango and
milonga performances.

"This is more than med-
icine," Diaz told AFP from
the Diaverum clinic in
Montevideo.

It is 9:00 am and Diaz is
one of 20 patients sitting in
armchairs, all connected to
the "artificial kidneys" that
purify their blood.

Suddenly the sound of
the machines and chatter-
ing nurses are drowned out
by bandoneon music and a
voice singing the classic
tango piece "Naranjo en
flor."

Smiles break out across
the faces of patients, includ-
ing Diaz, who visits the clin-
ic three times a week to
spend four hours connected
to a machine.

"I had fallen into a rou-
tine. I did things but with-
out my old enthusiasm," she
said. "The music gave my
soul life and gave me the
will to live, joy, enthusiasm,
those things that were fad-
ing."

Other patients agree
that these mini-concerts
have improved their quality
of life.

Rafael Gutierrez, 46,
says music "makes time go
faster" and makes the dialy-
sis treatment "much more
bearable." The show lasts 40

minutes and every patient
has a front row seat.
Hospital Tango Scientific
research shows that listen-
ing to music reduces anxiety
and stress, and stabilizes
the heartbeat and pulse.

It also affects the areas
of the brain related to pleas-
ure by boosting dopamine.
Music's therapeutic benefits
have been "amply demon-
strated," says nephrologist
Gerardo Perez, 68, adding
that the World Health
Organization (WHO) has
"for years" recommended
incorporating art and cul-
ture into health systems.

That is why he has
spent two decades playing
tango on his bandoneon to
dialysis patients.

But last year, his person-
al initiative was trans-
formed into the "Hospital
Tango" project that puts on
mini concerts in health cen-
ters and hospitals.

The idea is to temporar-
ily take people away from
their "worry, illness, uncer-
tainty, suffering."

"Often they don't know
what their diagnosis is or
what will happen in their
lives," said Perez.

In hospital, "they have a
lot of time to be alone, often
worried."

Other bandoneon play-
ers, singers and guitarists
have come on board to per-
form throughout
Montevideo.

Inspired by the Spanish
Musicians for Health NGO,
the group is now trying to
set itself up as a charity,
widen its activities and
branch out onto a national
level.

For now, the group
focuses on tango, which
Perez touts as "world cultur-
al heritage," but its mission
could expand to include
other forms of music or
even theater.

In fact "any artistic
expression," is on the table,
according to Perez.

'Much more than
respite' In a small room,
bandoneon players Abril
Farolini, 22, and Ramiro

Hernandez, 35, and singer
Paola Larrama, 37, put on
protective gowns and face-
masks.

It is an unusual experi-
ence for musicians, as is the
early morning hour and the
audience of hospital
patients connected to dialy-
sis machines.

But adapting to such a
strange environment reaps
dividends: namely the satis-
faction of giving "much
more than respite," said
Hernandez, who was a
founding member of
Hospital Tango.

"It also generates happi-
ness and good humor," he
added.

For Larrama it is a "very
moving" experience, espe-
cially given the patients'
"willingness to connect."

"It's not the same as
playing somewhere where
the people came to see you,"
she said. "Here we are
bringing something to
them, while people are
going through a different
experience."

Briefs News
COLOMBO: (AGENCY)

Sri Lanka will receive two
ships containing petrol and
diesel this month and
another in August, the
Chairman of Lanka IOC, the
subsidiary of Indian Oil
Corporation, said on
Saturday as it will give relief
to the people facing fuel
shortages. One ship is
expected to arrive between
July 13 and 15 and another
ship is scheduled to reach

between July 29 and 31.
The last one will reach the
island nation between
August 10 and 15, Daily
Mirror Online reported.

Earlier on Wednesday,
Sri Lanka's Chief of Staff of
the Prime Minister Sagala
Ratnayake stated that the
Ceylon Petroleum
Corporation (CPC) has con-
firmed a petrol shipment
that is likely to arrive in the
country on July 22.

Sagala Ratnayake also
mentioned that several dis-
cussions and attempts to
secure a fuel shipment
before the expected date
are being carried out, the
News Wire reported. The
Prime Minister's chief of
staff added that a shipment
of diesel of 38,000 MT is
also expected to arrive in
the country between the 11
and 15 of July. Mr
Ratnayake further claimed
that while one petrol ship-

ment from India is expect-
ed to arrive by July 22, the
CPC has been carrying out
efforts to secure a petrol
shipment by July 10. A total
of 11,000 MT of diesel,
5,000 MT of petrol, 30,000
MT of furnace oil, and 800
MT of jet fuel are currently
available in the country, the
News Wire reported citing
Ratnayake. The current
diesel stocks in the country
will only be used for essen-
tial services until the arrival

of a new shipment.
33,000 MT of gas will

arrive in the country in
July, and a total of 100,000
MT of gas will be pro-
cured for the next four
months, the local media
reported. Shipments are
due on 6th, 10th, 16th,

19th, 21st, and 31st July, it
added.

Notably, Sri Lanka has
been facing the worst eco-
nomic crisis since inde-
pendence in 1948, leading
to an acute shortage of
essential items like food,
medicine, cooking gas and
fuel across the island
nation.

The nearly-bankrupt
country, with an acute for-
eign currency crisis that
resulted in foreign debt
default, had announced in
April that it is suspending
nearly USD 7 billion foreign
debt repayment due for this
year out of about USD 25
billion due through 2026. 

The economic crisis has
particularly impacted food
security, agriculture, liveli-
hoods, and access to health
services. Food production
in the last harvest season
was 40 - 50 percent lower
than last year.

ISLAMABAD: (AGENCY)

A new alleged audio clip of
former Prime Minister of
Pakistan Imran Khan's wife
Bushra Bibi has emerged in
which she is instructing the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI's) social media head,
Dr Arsalan Khalid, to run
trends declaring people who
oppose PTI as traitors.
Bushra Bibi could be heard
telling Dr Khalid that Imran
Khan asked him to run trai-
tor hashtag on social media,
reported Geo News.

"Imran Khan asked you
to (run) the traitor hashtag,
so many people called, your
social media was active and
it has not been active for a
week. Why is it (like this),
beta?" asked Ms Bibi.

Dr Khalid tells former
first lady that PTI's social
media team would run cam-
paigns labelling those
against PTI as traitors.
Bushra Bibi also asked Dr

Khalid to label people
maligning her, Imran Khan
and friend Farah Khan as
traitors, reported Geo
News.

As per the audio, initial-
ly, the former first lady had
expressed her disappoint-
ment with Dr Khalid for the
PTI's social media team not
being active these days.

Before Dr Khalid could
explain himself, Ms Bibi told
him to let go of what hap-
pened, she then shared with
him that Aleem Khan and
others would speak up

against Imran Khan, her,
and her friend Farah Khan.

"They will create so
many stories and will share
people's statements as well,
you do not need to create an
issue out of this (but) call
them traitors on (social
media)," directed the for-
mer first lady, to which Dr
Khalid responded in the
affirmative. "Aleem Khan
and others will (be) speak-
ing out as per a plan, so you
have to link them with trai-
tor (hashtag). You have to
raise the (threat) letter on

social media and say that
we know the letter is
authentic. We know that
they gathered to betray [the
country] and to save them-
selves they have joined the
traitors," Bushra Bibi
instructed Dr Khalid. After
issuing the instructions, the
former first lady asked Dr
Khalid to instruct his team
to take up the issue of the
government not buying oil
from Russia and link it with
how Imran Khan was being
betrayed, reported Geo
News. "Now you have to
ensure that (this issue)
does not die down," said
Bushra Bibi. She instructed
the former focal person of
the prime minister on digi-
tal media to make a trend so
people know that the coun-
try and Imran Khan are
being betrayed. "The other
thing that I wanted to say to
you, Arsalan, is that they
will say a lot of things about
Farah and me. 

Crisis-Hit Sri Lanka To
Get 2 Shipments Of Fuel

In July, 1 In August

Imran Khan's Wife Was Behind "Traitor"
Campaign Against Rivals: Report

How Tango Became A Hit With
Kidney Patients In Uruguay

SYDNEY: (AGENCY)

Thousands of Australians
were ordered to evacuate
their homes in Sydney on
Sunday as torrential rain
battered the country's
largest city and floodwaters
inundated its outskirts.
Roads across the city were
cut off and authorities said
at least 18 evacuation
orders were in place in
western Sydney, an area
that was inundated with
severe flooding in March.

"This is a life-threaten-
ing emergency situation,"
Stephanie Cooke, emer-
gency services minister for
the state of New South
Wales, told reporters.

Australia has been at
the sharp end of climate
change, with droughts,
deadly bushfires, bleaching
events on the Great Barrier
Reef and floods becoming
more common and intense
as global weather patterns
change. With more wild
weather expected in the
coming days, Cooke

described the floods as a
"rapidly evolving situation"
and warned that people
should be "prepared to
evacuate at short notice".

The city's Warragamba
Dam began to spill in the
early hours of Sunday
morning, she said, well
ahead of authorities' pre-
dictions. While in Camden, a
southwestern suburb of
Sydney home to more than
100,000 people, local shops
and a petrol station were
inundated by floodwaters.

Cooke asked those liv-
ing along a 500-kilometre
(310-mile) stretch of
Australia's east coast, both
north and south of Sydney,
to consider cancelling their
school holiday travel plans
because of the weather.

Emergency services
conducted 29 flood rescues
and were called out more
than 1,400 times in the pre-
vious 24 hours, she said.
The east coast flooding
event in March -- caused by
heavy storms that devastat-
ed Sydney's west.

Thousands Of Australians Told To Evacuate
Before "Life-Threatening" Flood
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WIMBLEDON : (AGENCY)

Nick Kyrgios cursed at the
Wimbledon chair umpire
and asked, Are you dumb?
He demanded to see a
Grand Slam supervisor
after questioning why his
opponent, Stefanos
Tsitsipas, didn't forfeit their
ever-contentious, never-
boring match for angrily hit-
ting a ball into the stands
after dropping the second
set. Unsatisfied with the
response, Kyrgios asked,
What are you talking about,
bro? Then came this: Bro,
bring out more supervisors.
I'm not done. Bring 'em all
out. I don't care. I'm not
playing until we get to the
bottom of this. Narrator: He
did continue to play
Saturday. And the unpre-
dictable, unseeded Kyrgios
won 6-7 (2), 6-4, 6-3, 7-6
(7) to reach the fourth
round at the All England
Club for the first time since
2016 then was criticized by
the No. 4-seeded Tsitsipas
for having a very evil side.

It's constant bullying.

That's what he does. He bul-
lies the opponents, said
Tsitsipas, the 2021 French
Open runner-up, who also
lost to Kyrgios on grass at a
tournament in Halle,
Germany, last month. He
was probably a bully at
school himself. I don't like
bullies. There was more, so
much more, from underarm
serves hit by the Kyrgios
including one between his
legs to the three shots pur-
posely smacked right at him
by Tsitsipas. A total of three

code violations were called
by chair umpire Damien
Dumusois, one on Kyrgios
for an audible obscenity, and
two on Tsitsipas for ball
abuse, earning a point
penalty. Told of Tsitsipas'
bully comment, Kyrgios
laughed and shook his head.

He was the one hitting
balls at me. He was the one
who hit a spectator. ... I did-
n't do anything. Apart from
me going back and forth
with the umpire, I did noth-
ing toward Stefanos today

that was disrespectful, I
don't think, Kyrgios said at
his news conference, wear-
ing a T-shirt with former
NBA player Dennis
Rodman's name on it. If he's
affected by that today, then
that's what's holding him
back, Kyrgios said about
Tsitsipas. Because someone
can just do that, and that's
going to throw him off his
game like that? I just think
it's soft. There even was
some terrific tennis along
the way, with the players

combining for 118 winners.
It all took 3 hours, 17 min-
utes, with nary a dull
moment, and finished so
late that the retractable roof
at No. 1 Court was shut and
the artificial lights turned
on midway through the
fourth set. Tsitsipas held a
pair of set points to force a
fifth, but Kyrgios saved
both, the latter with a half-
volley winner after serving-
and-volleying on a second
serve. Kyrgios, a 27-year-
old from Australia, convert-
ed his second match point
with a drop shot, then
roared. That sort of skill has
always been evident from
Kyrgios, who twice has
been a Grand Slam quarter-
finalist. Also long obvious:
Kyrgios often appears more
interested in entertaining
or arguing than in doing
whatever it takes to finish
on the right side of the
score. On Saturday, during
one changeover midway
through the fourth set,
Kyrgios sat in his chair,
barking between bites on a
banana. 

MADRID  : (AGENCY)

Luka Modric has said there
is no need to “crucify”
Kylian Mbappe over his
decision to snub Real
Madrid and stay at Paris
Saint-Germain.

Mbappe appeared des-
tined to leave PSG in a free
transfer and join the
European and Spanish
champions, but he instead
signed a new contract with
the French side that keeps
him tied to the club until
2025. Modric, Real Madrid’s
midfield maestro, remained
diplomatic about the 23-
year-old’s decision to snub
Madrid and says the club
can thrive without him.

“Mbappe decided as he
decided, that is his right and
now he lives with that deci-
sion. It goes on,” he told
Croatian sports daily
Sportske. “We all thought
he would come to us, it did-
n’t happen and — now
what? Well, we’re not going
to crucify the man.
“Mbappe is a great player,
but as I always repeat, in
any context, no player is
more important than the
club. Real is the greatest,
above every player and it

will always be like that.
Who knows what can hap-
pen tomorrow, let alone in
three or four years in foot-
ball? Only time will tell.”

Madrid are looking to
build on their Champions
League and La Liga success
last season. Carlo Ancelotti
returned to Santiago
Bernabeu to guide the capi-
tal club to the two titles and
Modric credited the coach’s
“calmness and stability” as
crucial factors in their
2021-22 season.

“A new coach arrived.
Carlo Ancelotti found a lot of
players from his first era at
Madrid. This made it easier
to adapt to the new course,
after the great years with
Zinedine Zidane.” Inter
Milan have signed
Armenian midfielder

Henrikh Mkhitaryan follow-
ing his departure from fel-
low Italian side AS Roma,
the Serie A team said on
Saturday. The 33-year-old

excelled for Roma last sea-
son, but could not agree a
contract extension. Inter
did not provide details of
Mkhitaryan’s contract but
media reports said he had
signed a two-year deal.
Mkhitaryan’s arrival fol-
lowed those of Cameroon
goalkeeper Andre Onana,
Belgium striker Romelu
Lukaku on a season-long
loan from Chelsea and
Albania midfielder Kristjan
Asllani from Empoli.
Newcastle United have
completed the signing of
Dutch defender Sven
Botman from Lille on a five-
year deal.

Stefanos Tsitsipas calls Kyrgios bully
after Wimbledon hubbub, loss

CALCUTTA : (AGENCY)

The vulnerability of
England’s top order was
always going to be an
advantage for India in this
rescheduled fifth Test in
Birmingham. Just as expect-
ed, the hosts’ top-three bat-
ters, including the
“improved” Ollie Pope, con-
tinued with their spineless
showing that has placed
India in a strong position. At
stumps on a stop-and-start
rain-hit Day II at Edgbaston,
England were struggling at
84 for 5. India earlier
stretched their first innings
total to a formidable 416.

Stand-in captain Jasprit
Bumrah, following his use-
ful contribution with the bat
(31 not out) that included
an assault over Stuart
Broad, removed openers
Alex Lees and Zak Crawley
before sending No. 3 bats-
man Pope back.  It was
again left to England’s bat-

ting mainstay Joe Root and
the in-form Jonny Bairstow
(12 batting) to bail them
out.

When play resumed in
the final session,

Mohammed Siraj used the
wobbly seam to land a mas-
sive blow on England’s
prospects, getting rid of
Root. Soon after,
Mohammed Shami, who
had been making brilliant
use of the seam,removed

night-watchman Jack Leach
that forced England skipper
Ben Stokes out to the mid-
dle.

In all fairness, the
Indian quicks bowled the

correct lengths to extract
maximum out of this
Edgbaston surface, some-
thing their English counter-
parts, barring James
Anderson (5/60), couldn’t.

Off Bumrah’s three
wickets, he took two in each

of the extra deliveries he
had to bowl after having
overstepped in the last ball
of the respective overs. Left-
handed Lees, the first to
depart, had his feet static to
a ball shaping in and was
rightly cleaned up. Soon
after play resumed in
Saturday’s second session,
Crawley, fortunate enough
to be retained in the XI,
poked at a delivery he could
have easily left alone.
Following another rain
interruption, Bumrah sent
another one down outside
the off-stump channel with
Pope playing an equally
pathetic stroke, much to the
delight of the Indians.
Ravindra Jadeja (104), earli-
er in the day, reached his
third Test century. England,
though, still had a good
opportunity to restrict India
to within 380 till Broad
messed it up with those
needless short-pitched stuff
that Bumrah cashed in on.

Edgbaston Test: 2007 Cup
nightmare revisits Stuart Broad
CALCUTTA  : (AGENCY)

For a moment, it felt like Edgbaston was hosting a T20I
with Jasprit Bumrah raining down boundaries. A Stuart
Broad over went for 35 runs, the most in Test cricket.
Eighteen years ago, Brian Lara, the then West Indies
captain, had smashed 28 runs in a over off South African
spinner Robin Peterson, which included four boundaries
and two sixes off six balls. In 2013, Australia’s George
Bailey equalled Lara’s feat by taking 28 off James
Anderson in Perth, but he was behind Lara in terms of
boundary count. In 2020, South Africa’s Keshav Maharaj
too got an equal number of runs in an over, against Joe
Root, in Port Elizabeth. For Broad it was a brutal blow as
he relived the horror of the inaugural T20 World Cup in
2007 when India all-rounder Yuvraj Singh smashed him

for 36 runs — six consec-
utive sixes. Ravi Shastri
summed it up well. “I
thought I had seen it all...
But today (Saturday)
what I saw was bizarre...
A world record from
Jasprit Bumrah, batting at
No. 10 as captain of India

for the first time... You feel you’ve seen everything but
you realise you are still a student in the game,” the for-
mer head coach said. Bumrah went all out against Broad
in the 84th over of India’s innings. The second new ball
was only a few overs old and James Anderson had just
dismissed centurion Ravindra Jadeja and India were 377
for 9. Bumrah got his first boundary with a top-edged
hook over fine-leg and then Broad’s short delivery went
over wicketkeeper Sam Billings for five wides. India got
seven runs off the next ball as Bumrah top-edged a pull
over third man for six and Broad overstepped. The next
three deliveries were hammered for three consecutive
boundaries. Bumrah pulled the fifth legal delivery for a
six over deep backward square leg to make it the most
expensive over in the history of Test cricket. Broad con-
ceded a single on the last delivery of the over. The stand-
in India captain was not out on 31 off 16 balls with four
boundaries and two sixes as India finished on 416. The
innings earned praise and good humour. Sachin
Tendulkar shared a photo of Bumrah swinging his bat at
a bouncer, eyes closed and with a grin on his face. In the
caption, Sachin tweeted: “Kya yeh Yuvi hai ya Bumrah?!
2007 ki yaad dila di (Is this Yuvraj or Bumrah?
Reminded me of 2007).”

I try to play each ball on
its merit, says Pant

CALCUTTA  : (AGENCY)

Rishabh Pant’s 146 on the opening day of the Test laid
the foundation of India’s remarkable recovery at
Edgbaston after being reduced to 98 for five. Pant felt the
secret lay in his plans to “disturb the bowlers mentally”.
“In English conditions if a bowler pitches it up, it’s impor-
tant to disturb his rhythm, that’s what I feel,” the 24-year-
old Pant said during the media interaction on Friday.

“I don’t try to play unidimensional, rather I try out
various shots — sometimes I step out, or play on the
backfoot. I keep on using the crease well. It’s about dis-
turbing the bowler mentally. It’s not pre-planned. I just
focus on what the bowler is trying to do.”

Pant said he has paid equal attention to the defensive
aspect of his game. “Yes, I’ve worked a lot on my defence.
My coach, Tarak Sinha Sir had told me long back that you
can attack any bowler but at the same time he has always
stressed to focus on playing defensively.

“You can’t be defensive or attacking with each ball. I
try to focus on each ball and play according to its merit.
It’s a good sign to show respect to a good ball. I’m not
focusing much on the defence rather I’m focused on my
game. “I might play some different shots sometimes but
it’s about giving your 100 per cent. If a ball is there to be
hit, I go for it.”          The flamboyant wicketkeeper-batter
shared a record 222-run partnership with Ravindra
Jadeja after India stared down the barrel at 98 for five.
“When you lose too many wickets early, you have to give
yourself more time. 

Edgbaston Test: Indian pacers toy with England batters

LONDON : (AGENCY)

Top-ranked Iga Swiatek,
unbeaten since February
with 37 consecutive match
wins and six consecutive
tournament titles, got
stopped in the third round
of  Wimbledon on Saturday.
Alize Cornet defeated
Swiatek 6-4, 6-2. The victo-
ry puts the 32-year-old
Frenchwoman into the
Round of 16 at Wimbledon
for the first time since 2014.
Cornet’s victory over
Swiatek is her first com-
plete-match win over a
reigning World No.1 since
notching a similar result in
the third round of
Wimbledon in 2014. Then,
Cornet had stunned No.1
Serena Williams 1-6, 6-3, 6-
4 to advance to her first

Round of 16 at the grass
court grand slam.

“I know I didn't play
good tennis. I was pretty
confused about my tactics,”
said Swiatek, a two-time
French Open champion
who has never advanced
past the fourth round at the
All England Club. “For sure,
it wasn’t a good perform-
ance for me.” The encounter
unexpectedly turned into a
one-sided affair 1-hour, 33-
minute long.

“This kind of match is
what I’m living for, it's what
I’m practicing for every
day,” Cornet said. “It really
drives me. I knew I could do
it. Somehow, I had this
belief.”

“I have no words right
now. It reminds me of the
time I beat Serena on the

same court, eight years ago
exactly,” Cornet said. “This
court is a lucky charm for
me.”

Cornet is a 32-year-old
who reached her first quar-
ter final in 63 appearances
at majors by getting that far
at the Australian Open in
January. Now she’s a win

away from getting that far
again, facing unseeded Ajla
Tomljanovic of Australia
next. “I’m like good wine,”
Cornet said. “Good wine
always ages well.”

Tomljanovic ousted
2021 French Open champi-
on Barbora Krejcikova 2-6,
6-4, 6-3. Coco Gauff ’s

Wimbledon challenge came
unstuck in the third round
when she was beaten by
familiar foe Amanda
Anisimova 6-7(4), 6-2, 6-1
in an all-American show-
down. The two Florida-
based players had made
their way through the jun-
ior ranks at the same time,
with Anisimova thrashing
Gauff to win the US Open
junior title in 2017.

Anisimova will meet
Serena Williams’s con-
queror, Harmony Tan, for a
place in the quarter-finals.
Harmony continued her
stellar Wimbledon debut to
book her maiden fourth-
round spot at a grand slam,
crushing Briton Katie
Boulter 6-1, 6-1 in just 51
minutes. The 24-year-old,
1 1 5 t h - r a n k e d

Frenchwoman proved that
her thrilling win over
seven-time Wimbledon
champion Serena in the
opening round was no fluke
and she has now won three
straight Tour-level matches
for the first time in her
career.

Fourth seed Paula
Badosa dug deep to edge
two-time champion Petra
Kvitova 7-5, 7-6(4) and
book her spot in the fourth
round of the
Championships. The
Spaniard, who made the
same stage in 2021 at the
grasscourt Grand Slam, will
next meet the last remain-
ing former Wimbledon
champion in the women’s
draw, Romanian Simona
Halep, for a place in the
quarter finals.

‘Old wine’ Cornet ends Swiatek run

CALCUTTA  : (AGENCY)

Badminton superstar PV
Sindhu has not been able to
set the court on fire in the
first half of 2022. She has
two titles to boast of  Syed

Modi International and
Swiss Open (both Super
300) and a bronze medal in
the Asian Badminton
Championship  yet given
the two-time Olympic
medallist’s high standards
even her biggest fan would
agree Sindhu’s form has
been patchy. The latest set-
back came on Friday. She
endured her sixth straight
defeat to Taiwan’s Tai Tzu
Ying in the quarter finals of

the Malaysia Open, making
it an overall 16 losses and
five wins. Pullela Gopichand,
the chief national bad-
minton coach, said he
would discuss with her
coach Park Tae Sang how to
sort out the problems.

“We will work on this
definitely. She’s a very good
player and Tai Tzu is equal-
ly good. We will plan
accordingly so that she’s
able to reverse the losses in
the near future,” Gopi, as he
is known as in the bad-
minton fraternity, said on
Saturday. 

“We will be talking to
coach Park and find out
what the problems are. She
is a strong player. She’s
experienced and I’m sure
she will come back strongly
in a few weeks.” The 2001
All England Badminton
champion was in the city
for the inauguration of the
Star Badminton Academy. 

Pullela Gopichand to have a word
with PV Sindhu’s coach Park

Kylian Mbappe gets
Luka Modric's vote

Briefs News
NEW DELHI : (AGENCY)

Home advantage spurred
the Netherlands onto victo-
ry at the last Women's Euro
in 2017. Now they’re happy
to take a back seat as they
look to defend their crown
in England this summer. As
Vivianne Miedema turned
her Danish defender inside-
out and slammed home a
late goal in the Women's
Euro 2017 final, an unlikely
champion was born.

The Dutch surprised
many at the tournament, as
a budding team spirit slowly
bloomed throughout to put
them on an orange wave
towards lifting their first
major trophy.

"We just had that confi-
dence,” Miedema tells DW.
"Going into the final, it just
felt right, and we felt like we
couldn't lose that day.” That
confidence remains, even if

expectations are a little
more reserved heading
into this summer's Euros.

The Netherlands were
humbled 5-1 in a friendly
against England last
month and losing master-
mind coach Sarina
Wiegman to the tourna-
ment hosts cannot be
underestimated. "England
are the favorite, if you look
at the depth of their squad,
it's unreal,” Miedema says.
"They've got great players
in every single position.

"Spain has to be up
there as well, then I think
France and Germany. Even
us, I think we're great out-
siders and hopefully we can
compete.” Despite the
attempt to downplay the
Netherlands as a favorite,
Miedema's rivals won't be
underestimating her side's
ability.

The Dutch were run-

ners-up in the 2019 World
Cup, losing to the US - albeit
with Wiegman on the side-
lines - and still boast a tal-
ented squad.

Fan darling Lieke
Martens adds frightening
pace to the attack, alongside
Miedema and Roord, while a
settled midfield consisting of
Sherida Spitse, Danielle van
de Donk and Jackie Groenen

have an excellent under-
standing.

New coach Mark
Parsons has them playing
an even more attacking
game than was present
under Wiegman, and the
heavy loss to England was
not as emphatic as the
scoreline suggested. "As a
team we know where we
are,” Miedema admits.

"We've got a new coach and
after the Olympics we've
got a lot of young girls com-
ing to the Euros.

"So I don't think it's
realistic for us to go and say
we're going down to defend
our title.” The Netherlands
will have extra help in their
quest, with an orange-clad
army supporting them at
every game. Dutch fans
have bought the most tick-
ets behind hosts England
and are known for their
spirited support.

For Jill Roord, who was
part of the squad in 2017,
the fans were a huge advan-
tage on the road to glory.

"The atmosphere was
amazing, so many fans,
orange everywhere,” she
tells DW. "It was unbeliev-
able for us, because before
that we never really had
massive crowds. We didn't
expect that atmosphere, it

was dream.”
Having that support in

an away tournament will
certainly come in handy and
Roord had a cheeky warn-
ing for the hosts about the
weight of expectation.
"England are one of the
favorites, they have a really
good team and the home
crowd. But it also brings
pressure. We dealt with
that really well and now it's
up to them to deal with
that,” she says with a grin.
The Dutch are certainly
hungry to defend their title,
even if they're cautiously
downplaying their chances.

A team with such hum-
ble confidence, team spirit
and talent will secretly be
harboring strong beliefs
that they can beat anyone
on their day. Not to mention
that in Miedema they boast
one of the world's dealiest
finishers.

Netherlands happy to defend crown as 'outsiders'
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NEW DELHI : (AGENCY)

General Motors said on
Friday it had called off the
sale of a shuttered Indian
plant to China’s Great Wall
Motor after they failed to
obtain regulatory approvals,
amid a tougher stance by
New Delhi towards invest-
ments from Beijing. GM
struck a deal in January
2020 to sell the plant to
Great Wall, with the Chinese
SUV-maker expected to pay
up to $300 million as part of
a broader plan to invest $1
billion to establish a pres-
ence in India’s growing car
market.

The agreement, which
was extended twice, expired
on June 30. “We have been
unable to obtain the
required approvals within
the time frame of the deal,”
said George Svigos, execu-
tive director of communica-

tions at GM International.
“Our strategy in India

remains unchanged and we
will now explore further
options for the sale of the
site,” he said, adding the
company “hopes to achieve
a price that reflects the
value of the asset”. “Great
Wall Motor will keep its
attention to the Indian mar-

ket in the future and contin-
ue looking for new opportu-
nities,” the Chinese auto
maker said in a statement
on Friday, while confirming
the termination of the plant
deal.

The Indian govern-
ment did not immediately
respond to emails seeking
comment. GM’s deal with

Great Wall was agreed just
months before India tough-
ened its stance in April 2020
on investment from neigh-
bouring countries including
China, making them the
first major casualty of the
move that has held up bil-
lions of dollars of capital
inflow in sectors such as
automobiles and technolo-

gy.
This was part of a

broader crackdown by India
on businesses with Chinese
links amid worsening diplo-
matic relations. Separately,
New Delhi also banned
more than 300 Chinese
mobile apps, including
TikTok.

“It is hoped that the rel-
evant countries will proper-
ly honour their commit-
ment to openness and
cooperation and provide a
fair, just and non-discrimi-
natory business environ-
ment for foreign investors,”
China’s Ministry of Foreign
Affairs told Reuters. The
move draws a line under a
more than two-year effort
by GM and Great Wall, forc-
ing the US firm to restart its
hunt for a buyer while it
continues to spend money
on maintaining some
machinery in the factory

General Motors shelves
plan to sell India unit

NEW D ELHI : (AGENCY)

Facebook-owner Meta
Platforms Inc has cut plans
to hire engineers by at least
30 per cent this year, CEO
Mark Zuckerberg told
employees on Thursday, as
he warned them to brace
for a deep economic down-
turn. "If I had to bet, I'd say
that this might be one of the
worst downturns that we've
seen in recent history," Mr
Zuckerberg told workers in
a weekly employee Q&A
session, audio of which was
heard by Reuters.

Meta has reduced its
target for hiring engineers
in 2022 to around 6,000-
7,000, down from an initial
plan to hire about 10,000
new engineers, he said.
Meta confirmed hiring
pauses in broad terms last
month, but exact figures
have not previously been
reported.

In addition to reducing

hiring, he said, the company
was leaving certain posi-
tions unfilled in response to
attrition and "turning up the
heat" on performance man-
agement to weed out
staffers unable to meet
more aggressive goals.

"Realistically, there are
probably a bunch of people
at the company who should-
n't be here," Mr Zuckerberg
said. "Part of my hope by
raising expectations and
having more aggressive
goals, and just kind of turn-
ing up the heat a little bit, is
that I think some of you
might decide that this place
isn't for you, and that self-
selection is OK with me," he
said. The social media and
technology company is
bracing for a leaner second
half of the year, as it copes
with macroeconomic pres-
sures and data privacy hits
to its ads business, accord-
ing to an internal memo
seen by Reuters on

Thursday. The company
must "prioritize more ruth-
lessly" and "operate leaner,
meaner, better executing
teams," Chief Product
Officer Chris Cox wrote in
the memo, which appeared
on the company's internal
discussion forum
Workplace before the Q&A.
"I have to underscore that
we are in serious times here
and the headwinds are
fierce. We need to execute
flawlessly in an environ-
ment of slower growth,

where teams should not
expect vast influxes of new
engineers and budgets," Cox
wrote.

The memo was
"intended to build on what
we've already said publicly
in earnings about the chal-
lenges we face and the
opportunities we have,
where we're putting more
of our energy toward
addressing," a Meta
spokesperson said in a
statement. The guidance is
the latest rough forecast to

come from Meta executives,
who already moved to trim
costs across much of the
company this year in the
face of slowing ad sales and
user growth. Tech compa-
nies across the board have
scaled back their ambitions
in anticipation of a possible
U.S. recession, although the
slide in stock price at Meta
has been more severe than
at competitors Apple and
Google. The world's biggest
social media company lost
about half its market value
this year, after Meta report-
ed that daily active users on
its flagship Facebook app
had experienced a quarterly
decline for the first time. Its
austerity drive comes at a
tricky time, coinciding with
two major strategic pivots:
one aimed at re-fashioning
its social media products
around "discovery" to beat
back competition.  from
short-video app TikTok, the
other an expensive long-

term bet on augmented and
virtual reality technology.

In his memo, Cox said
Meta would need to
increase fivefold the num-
ber of graphic processing
units (GPUs) in its data cen-
ters by the end of the year
to support the "discovery"
push, which requires extra
computing power for artifi-
cial intelligence to surface
popular posts from across
Facebook and Instagram in
users' feeds. Interest in
Meta's TikTok-style short
video product Reels was
growing quickly, said Cox,
with users doubling the
amount of time they were
spending on Reels year over
year, both in the United
States and globally. Some
80% of the growth since
March came from
Facebook, he added. That
user engagement with
Reels could provide a key
route to bolster the bottom
line, making.

Harish Madhav at
Oil India helm

NEW DELHI : (AGENCY)

Harish Madhav, director (finance), Oil India Ltd (OIL),
has assumed additional charge as chairman and manag-
ing director of the nation’s second largest national explo-
ration and production (E&P) company.

Madhav was given the additional charge following
the superannuation of Sushil Chandra Mishra on June
30. Madhav took charge on July 1, an Oil India Ltd (OIL)
statement said. He is a member of the Institute of

C h a r t e r e d
Accountants of
India (ICAI) and
has been director
(Finance) on the
board of OIL
since August 2,
2019.“Madhav
has been han-
dling a diverse
gamut of finance

and accounting functions covering international fund
raising, treasury management, corporate strategy, risk
management, corporate accounts and audit, and budget-
ing,” it said. Before joining Oil India Limited, Madhav had
also worked with Hindustan Petroleum Corporation Ltd
(HPCL). “Madhav has over 30 years of rich and varied
experience in the oil and gas industry in both upstream
and downstream sectors,” the statement added.

Hindustan Zinc output
up 14 per cent

NEW DELHI : (AGENCY)

Vedanta group firm Hindustan Zinc on Saturday reported
a 14 per cent increase in mined metal production at
2,52,000 tonnes for the first quarter of 2022-23. The
rise in output was due to higher ore production largely at
Sindesar Khurd, Rampura Agucha and Kayad mines

along with better mill
recovery.

The mined metal out-
put was at 2,21,000 tonnes
in the corresponding quar-
ter of the previous fiscal,
Hindustan Zinc said in a
statement. The refined
metal production in the

first quarter of the current fiscal was at 260,000 tonnes,
registering a rise of 10 per cent compared with Q1 FY’22
in line with availability of mined metal and better plant
availability. The numbers were flat sequentially. The out-
put of integrated zinc rose 10 per cent to 2,06,000
tonnes. “Refined lead production was 54,000 tonnes for
Q1 FY23, up 11 per cent from Q1 FY22 and up 9 per cent
sequentially on account of better plant availability and
Pyro plant operation on lead-mode for part of the quar-
ter,” it said.

Rupee ends lower at 79.04
MUMBAI : (AGENCY)

The rupee on Friday recovered from an intra-day low of
79.12 to the dollar on the government slapping a rash of
levies on fuel and gold but still ended below the psycho-
logical level of 79 at 79.04, a new alltime low. The rupee
finished at 78.97 on Thursday. Anindya Banerjee of
Kotak Securities said the rupee would continue to

remain under pressure
and over the near-
term, it can trade with-
in a range of 78.70-
79.30 levels in the spot
market. The rupee has
been hit by persistent
outflows from foreign
portfolio investors
(FPIs) and rising crude

oil prices. Analysts said if the current trend continues,
the rupee would hit the 80 mark in the current fiscal,
while some say the currency could even hit 81 to the dol-
lar. In June, foreign portfolio investors sold stocks worth
Rs 50,200 crore as per NSDL data, a major reason for the
fall of the currency. The FPIs have offloaded stocks worth
Rs 2.18 lakh crore in this calender year.

Meta Platforms slashes hiring plans, girds for 'fierce' headwinds

NEW DELHI : (AGENCY)

Investors looking for long-
term and safe investments
to ensure a secure future for
themselves and their fami-
lies can always rely upon
some time-tested post
office savings schemes. Let
us look at these post office
savings schemes for long-
term investments.

Senior Citizen Savings
Scheme (SCSS) is a small
savings scheme that is quite
popular among senior citi-
zens despite the presence of
other similar schemes like
the National Pension
Scheme (NPS) and Pradhan
Mantri Vyay Vandana
Yojana.

Adults over the age of
60, retired government
employees over the age of
55 but under the age of 60
and retired military person-

nel over the age of 50 but
under the age of 60 can
establish an SCSS account. 

Under this scheme, a
senior citizen can open an
account individually or
jointly with their spouse by
making a minimum deposit
of ? 1,000 with a maximum

deposit of ? 15 lakh.
Senior citizens can also

claim tax benefits up to ? 1.5

lakh under section 80C on
investments made under
SCSS. The scheme currently
offers a return of 7.4 per
cent per annum, payable
every quarter. The SCSS has

a 5-year maturity term.
However, premature with-
drawals are permitted any
time after opening with a
penalty. PPF is among the
most popular investment
products for long-term
investors. With a minimum
deposit of ? 500 and a max-
imum annual contribution
of ? 1.5 lakh, an adult who is
a country resident can set
up a PPF account. In con-
trast, in the case of a minor,
an account under the
scheme can be opened on
their behalf by a guardian.
Deposits under the PPF
scheme are eligible for
exemptions under Section
80C of the Income Tax Act
deductions. PPF has a 15-
year maturity period, and
on deposits, investors can
receive interest at a rate of
7.1 per cent, which is annu-
ally compounded. 

Benefits Of Senior Citizens Savings Scheme,
PPF (Public Provident Fund). Read NEW DELHI : (AGENCY)

Car makers Maruti Suzuki,
Hyundai and Tata Motors
reported growth in their
passenger vehicle sales in
June.  Kia India, MG Motor
India and Skoda Auto India
also reported robust sales
growth last month. Maruti
Suzuki India (MSI) report-
ed a 5.7 per cent increase in
total wholesales at 1,55,857
units in June compared
with 1,47,368 units to deal-
ers in June 2021. The com-
pany’s domestic sales
increased 1.28 per cent to
1,32,024 units against
1,30,348 units in June 2021,
it added. Hyundai Motor
India Ltd (HMIL) also
reported a 14.5 per cent
increase in total sales at
62,351 units in June.

It had sold 54,474 units
in the same month last year.
Domestic sales stood at
49,001 units last month
compared with 40,496
units in June2021, a growth

of 21 per cent, itadded.
“With the semi conductor
situation showing signs of
easing out, the sales num-
bers have again started
showing a positive trend,”
HMIL director (sales, mar-
keting and service) Tarun
Garg said. Tata Motors

reported a domestic pas-
senger vehicle sales growth
of 87 per cent at 45,197
units against 24,110 units
in the year-ago month. Kia
India reported its highest
ever monthly wholesales at
24,024 units in June, regis-
tering a 60 per cent jump
over the year-ago period.
The auto maker had dis-
patched 15,015 units to
dealers.

Car sales look up in June

NEW DELHI: (AGENCY)

Frauds in the banking sec-
tor involving sums of over ?
100 crore have declined
significantly, with banks
reporting cases worth ?
41,000 crore in 2021-22
compared to ? 1.05 lakh
crore in the previous year.
According to official data,
the number of fraud cases
in private and public sector
banks dropped to 118 in
FY22 from 265 in 2020-21.

In the case of public
sector banks (PSBs), the
total number of fraud cases
of over ? 100 crore declined
to 80 from 167 in FY'21,
while for private-sector
lenders, such cases reduced
to 38 in FY'22 from 98 ear-

lier, as per the data.
In terms of cumulative

amount, it has come down

to ? 28,000 crore from ?
65,900 crore in FY'21 for
PSBs. For private sector
banks, the reduction is from
? 39,900 crore to ? 13,000
crore in FY'22.

To check frauds, the
RBI has been taking several
steps, including improving

the efficacy of the Early
Warning System (EWS)
framework, strengthening
fraud governance and
response system, augment-
ing data analysis for moni-

toring of transactions and
introducing dedicated
Market Intelligence (MI)
Unit for frauds.

During 2021-22, the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
carried out a study on the
implementation of the EWS
framework in select
Scheduled Commercial
Banks in collaboration with
the Reserve Bank
Information Technology
Private Limited (ReBIT).

Further, the effective-
ness of EWS was assessed
in select banks using
Machine Learning (ML)
algorithms. Earlier this year,
the State Bank of India (SBI)
reported one of the biggest
bank frauds in the country,
totalling ? 22,842 crore.

Banking Frauds Of Over 100 Crore
Declined Significantly In 2021-22

Briefs News

NEW DELHI : (AGENCY)

India and the European
Union will resume their
second round of discussion
for a comprehensive free
trade agreement in
September in Brussels.
Commerce ministry officials
said the first round of talks,
which concluded on Friday,
was quite positive and
expressed optimism that
the next round could see
progress in the trade talks.
“The trade agreement with
the EU would help India in
further expanding and
diversifying its exports of
goods and services, includ-
ing securing the value
chains. “Both sides are aim-
ing for the trade negotia-
tions to be broad-based, bal-
anced, and comprehensive,
based on the principles of
fairness and reciprocity,”
the ministry said in a state-
ment on Saturday.

The week-long negotia-
tions were held in a hybrid
fashion — with some of the
teams meeting in Delhi and
the majority of officials join-
ing virtually. During this

round, 52 technical ses-
sions covering 18 policy
areas of FTA and seven
Sessions on Investment
Protection and GIs were
held, it added.

Officials said both sides

focused on the “deliver-
ables” during the course of
the negotiations, before
moving on to contentious
matters. Duty-free access to
the EU market for labour-
intensive industries, mainly
textiles and garments, was
among India’s key demands.

India and the 27-nation
bloc resumed negotiations
on June 17, after a gap of
over eight years, on the pro-
posed agreements on trade,
investments and

Geographical Indications
(GI).

India had started nego-
tiations for a trade pact with
the EU in 2007, but the talks
stalled in 2013 as both sides
failed to reach an agree-

ment on key issues, includ-
ing customs duties on auto-
mobiles and spirits, and the
movement of professionals.
A GI is primarily an agricul-
tural, natural or manufac-
tured product (handicrafts
and industrial goods) origi-
nating from a definite geo-
graphical territory.
Typically, such a name con-
veys an assurance of quality
and distinctiveness, which
can be attributed to the
place of origin.

India-EU trade talks to
resume in September

NEW DELHI : (AGENCY)

The US commodities regu-
lator announced on
Thursday it had filed civil
charges against a South
African man
and his com-
pany for oper-
ating a fradu-
lent commodi-
ty pool worth
over $1.7 bil-
lion in bitcoin.
The Commodity Futures
Trading Commission
(CFTC) said the fraud
scheme, which saw the firm
solicit bitcoin online from
thousands of people to pur-
portedly operate a com-
modity pool, was the largest
it had ever pursued involv-
ing the cryptocurrency. The

CFTC filed charges against
Mirror Trading
International Proprietary
Limited and its CEO,
Cornelius Johannes
Steynberg.

S t e y n b e r g
had been a fugi-
tive from South
African law
enforcement but
was recently
detained in Brazil
on an INTERPOL

arrest warrant, the CFTC
said. He could not be imme-
diately reached for com-
ment.

The CFTC said in its
complaint that the compa-
ny claimed to have propri-
etary software that would
realize significant trading
gains for investors.

US Regulator Charges South
African Firm With Record
$1.7 Billion Bitcoin Fraud



Taron Egerton hoping for a 'shot'
at playing Wolverine after meet-

ing with Marvel Studios’ head
Rocketman actor Taron Egerton has revealed that he
recently met Marvel Studios’ head Kevin Feige to dis-
cuss the possibility of him essaying the role of popular
superhero Wolverine, a character portrayed by
Australian star Hugh Jackman for close to two decades in
various Marvel films including the X-Men series.

Egerton  , known for his role as Eggsy in the two
Kingsman films, told New York Times that he met Feige
and is hoping for an opportunity to play the iconic
superhero character, a fan-favourite bad-good guy who

enjoys a cult follow-
ing among several
MCU fans.   

“I don't think it
would be wrong to
say that. I'd be excit-
ed but I'd be appre-
hensive as well,
because Hugh is so
associated with the

role that I'd wonder if it'd be very difficult for someone
else to do it... But hopefully if it does come around,
they'll give me a shot,” the 32-year-old actor said.

Jackman, who had co-starred with Egerton in 2016
movie Eddie The Eagle, played the adamantium-clawed
mutant Logan aka Wolverine in the X-Men film series
from 2000 to 2018.

Jackman holds the Guinness World Record for
‘longest career as a live-action Marvel superhero’. His
last turn as Wolverine was in 2017's Logan, in which the
superhero succumbs to his injuries after enjoying a
near-immortal status for several decades. Egerton, who
won a Golden Globe award for his performance as
British icon Elton John in Rocketman (2019), is current-
ly promoting his Apple TV+ series Black Bird.

Vijay Deverakonda poses
nude in new poster of ‘Liger’,
says ‘I give you everything!’

Telugu star Vijay Deverakonda has said that playing the
role of a boxer in his upcoming sports action film Liger
has been his most challenging role “mentally and physi-
cally”.  Helmed by Temper and Romantic director Puri
Jagannath, Liger features Deverakonda as an underdog
from Mumbai who competes in a Mixed Martial Arts
tournament. 

On Saturday, the Arjun Reddy actor dropped the
sexiest poster from his upcoming pan-India film on
Instagram and captioned it, “A Film that took my every-
thing. As a performance, Mentally, physically my most

challenging role. I give you
everything! Coming Soon
#LIGER.”

The poster featuring
Deverakonda posing in the
buff and holding a bouquet of
flowers is making waves on
social media.  Apart from
Deverakonda, Liger stars
Ananya Panday and Ronit

Roy from Bollywood, and boxing legend Mike Tyson in
an extended cameo. Liger is produced by Jagannadh,
Charmme Kaur, Karan Johar and Apoorva Mehta, and
will be distributed by Johar’s Dharma Productions. 

On December 31 last year, Deverakonda shared a
glimpse of Liger, and it was widely appreciated. The first
look immediately drew a lot of eyeballs.  The Hyderabad-
born actor recently tweeted a cryptic tease for Liger
that read, “Please know that I hear you—your man has
a plan at all times. ’10’ #Liger.” Liger will be released
theatrically on August 25 in five languages - Hindi,
Telugu, Tamil, Kannada and Malayalam. The 33-year-old
actor will also be seen opposite Samantha Ruth Prabhu
in Kushi which is slated for a December 23 release, and
then in Puri Jagannadh’s Jana Gana Mana opposite
Pooja Hegde.  Deverakonda is best known for his work
in coming-of-age and romantic Telugu films like Geetha
Govindam, NOTA and Dear Comrade.  (AGENCY)
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Who’ll call it out?
At the risk of sounding crass, I have to say that I have
“Punjabiyat” coming out of every orifice. It’s probably one
of the half-a-dozen reasons why Karan Johar’s Jug Jugg
Jeeyo (JJJ) is not exactly balle balle at the box office. While
there’s been much talk lately of “Islamisation” and
“Urduisation” of Hindi cinema, “Punjabisation” must be
mentioned too. The Kapoors, Kumars and Khannas had to
give way to a more inclusive galaxy, when different-looking
actors like Mithun Chakraborty, Suniel Shetty and

Shatrughan Sinha
came in and tried to
popularise other sur-
names.

But over many
decades, the Punjab
lobby of filmmakers
led by the Chopras and
Johars has succeeded
in making viewers
believe that dutiful
Indian wives observe
Karwa Chauth, deck
up in bridal red,
glimpse the moon
through a sieve and

touch their husbands’ feet before breaking a day-long fast,
as if one robust region alone represents Indian culture.
The brilliantly directed Karwa Chauth scene reinforced
the Kajol-Shah Rukh Khan romance in DDLJ. The colourful
mix of energy and sentiments in “Bole chudiyan” in K3G
further popularised the festival.

There was an entire sequence of Jaya Bachchan
breaking down while describing the rituals to Hrithik over
the phone. The instances are many. Karisma Kapoor fast-
ed for Salman Khan in Biwi No. 1. Juhi Chawla with the
ubiquitous moon and sieve in Yes Boss melted SRK’s
heart. SRK must be the husband who’s had the maximum
heroines fasting on Karwa Chauth.

But it’s time to call it out. Not all Indians observe
Karwa Chauth or down bhang and smear everybody with
colour on Holi, have roka and sangeet ceremonies or
serve parathas at the table. To return to JJJ, overt
Punjabiness contributed to the weariness of the audience.
Which in turn threw up an incredible truth about the first
half of 2022. (AGENCY)

Swoony men, stunning
women and some superb
storytelling – if this is the
trifecta of all that you might
be on the lookout for in
your next binge-watching
spree and may have already
exhausted in the English
language, look no further
west than Turkey. Turkish
dizi (series), as they are
called, have gained
immense popularity across
the world including in India
and, thanks to global view-
ership and international
sales, Turkey is second only
to the US in worldwide TV
distribution. The first
Turkish show to air on
Indian screens was Adini
Feriha Koydum on Zindagi
channel and was an instant
hit. MXPlayer has since
been adding dubbed
Turkish content for free-
viewing and is a popular
site with Indians. But you
don’t have to be restricted
to just Zindagi and
MXPlayer anymore. The
world of Turkish dizi is far
more varied and easily
available. Whether you are
a historical saga nut or a
romance buff or a romcom
addict or a thriller enthusi-
ast, there is something for
everyone when it comes to
Turkish dizi. If you have no
idea what to expect or
where to start, we have an
all-you-need-to-know of
Turkish dizi for you.
Statutory warning: we shall
not be held responsible if
you spend sleepless nights
and dizzy days once you get
started!

Turkish dizi are
sweeping sagas with each
season lasting typically
from 35-40 episodes on an
average. Each episode in a
season lasts 120-150 min-
utes, which is as long as a
movie. So be prepared to

start watching only when
you can put in at least two
hours at a stretch. You can
always stop halfway, but it
might be difficult to do once
you start (don’t say we did-
n’t warn you). If you are
wondering how it is possi-
ble to keep you hooked for
40 two-hour episodes, don’t
worry. Superb storylines,
great acting and innumer-
able secondary characters
that you get invested in will
keep you going. There are
always some hits and miss-
es and sometimes forced
and repetitive plot points
can be irritating, but it
more often than not gets
better soon.

There are lots of
Turkish shows available on
free sites like MXPlayer,
which are dubbed in Hindi
(and not terribly badly) and
on YouTube, with English
subtitles. There are other
free sites that show up on
Google search but too many
pop-up ads can become

annoying. The best thing
about MXPlayer and
YouTube is that they are
broken up into shorter
episodes, usually an hour
on MXPlayer and 30 min-
utes on YouTube, making it
easier for you to stop from
spending sleepless nights
(we haven’t been very suc-
cessful at it, but you can
always try). For those of
you who have Netflix sub-
scriptions, rejoice! There
are some great Turkish
shows and movies on the
OTT platform covering
everything from romance
to action and fantasy to
comedy. Die-hard dizi fans
prefer to watch the shows
in Turkish with subtitles.
Even if you are not a fan of
subtitles, give it a chance.
After a month, you’ll know
enough Turkish to get by
on the Turkish holiday you
will soon be planning
(more on this later). The
subtitles are sometimes
hilariously scrambled,

which makes romcoms and
comedies even funnier. The
English dubbing is actually
pretty good, the Hindi not
so much, but none of them
feel as satisfactory as
watching them in the origi-
nal language. Historical
drama or romcom, action
or fantasy, family plays an
important role in Turkish
dizi. Grandmothers, grand-
fathers, parents, aunts and
uncles, siblings and cousins
all have important roles to
play in the development of
the plots, whether they are
supportive, conflicting or
downright evil. They often
become secondary central
characters with story arcs
of their own. In fact, a lot of
time is dedicated to family
dynamics in almost every
show, but they are a world
apart from the soaps that
are on the screens on
Indian television. They are
really modern in theme,
settings, clothes and habits,
which makes sure that

audiences around the
world are not alienated, but
they are also built on core
Turkish values and cus-
toms, weaving a bit of both
its good and bad.
Friendship is also an impor-
tant aspect of Turkish dizi
and is often as integral to
the show as it was in shows
like F.R.I.E.N.D.S or How I
Met Your Mother. 

Some of the most pop-
ular Turkish shows are
romantic ones and even
those that are not out and
out romances have love sto-
ries that are central to the
plot. From swoony to
steamy, sweet to stormy, no
one does romance better
than Turkish television.
There are some usual
tropes – economic class dif-
ference, difference in value
systems, love triangles, exes
and competitions, work-
place settings and innumer-
able misunderstandings –
and some of it can become
repetitive and boring, but

you can bet you will have a
smile on your face and a
dreamy look in your eyes
once you start watching.
There might be some kisses
and zero sex, but it is defi-
nitely sensual thanks to the
chemistry between the
actors.

Most of the Turkish
shows are shot in Istanbul
and mostly in location as
opposed to sets and they
show off the city in gor-
geous details. From the
Black Sea and Marmara
coastline to the Bosphorus
Bridge on the river, from
the mohallas to the upscale
neighbourhoods, from the
old architecture to the glitzy
financial district, the dizi
are a showcase for the city.
The shows are sometimes
also shot in other areas,
cities and resort towns
around Turkey like
Cappadocia, Antalya and
Agva which are absolutely
gorgeous. We’ll be sur-
prised if some of you don’t
start planning a Turkish
holiday once you have
watched a few shows.

The Turks know how
to set a table and food is the
language of love. Funnily,
Turkish Delights are the
least seen food item on
screen. While everyone
already knows about the
kebabs, the shows have
introduced us to food like
Dolma (stuffed vine leaves),
Kofte (meatballs), Corba
(soup), Sarma (wraps),
Borek (puffs), Doner (subs)
and Simits (pretzels).
When it comes to bever-
ages, everyone is drinking
cay (pronounced chai),
which is Turkish black tea,
all the time. Kahve, Turkish
coffee, is also extremely
popular and served usually
after a meal and with
dessert. (AGENCY)

Turkish TV shows are making us dizzy:
here’s why and what to watch for starters

More than 80 films in 30 years, and a
success story like no other. Shah Rukh
Khan is the man of the moment, hav-
ing turned a corner with three
decades in Bollywood, following a
journey that started with Raj
Kanwar’s Deewana in 1992. While his
next biggie Pathaan is scheduled for
theatrical release on January 25,
2023, we pick two Shah Rukh films
from each decade – 1992 to 2022 – for
you to binge watch this weekend.
Twenty-seven years of DDLJ and we
still can’t get enough of Shah Rukh’s
Raj romancing Kajol’s Simran. Shah
Rukh is a total livewire in Aditya
Chopra’s directorial debut, personify-
ing the quintessential young guy in
love, carefree but caring. Watch it yet
another time for Raj singingTujhe
dekha toh yeh jana sanam to Kajol.

This is the other extreme of the
lover boy, who’s ready to perish in the
name of love, which Shah Rukh plays
to perfection. In Sanjay Leela
Bhansali’s adaptation of the Sarat
Chandra Chattopadhyay novel, Shah
Rukh’s Devdas is poised between
Aishwarya Rai Bachchan’s Paro and
Madhuri Dixit’s Chandramukhi, and
he delivers with a searing intensity.

It is one of those rare outings
where Shah Rukh stepped out of his
larger-than-life image to play a regu-
lar guy who’s torn between his high-
profile job and the pull to leave all of it
behind to do something for his coun-
try.  Shah Rukh’s Mohan Bhargava  in
Ashutosh Gowariker’s Swades

remains an all-time favourite for how
relatable he is – a little unsure about
where his life is headed, and not being
in control over all situations. And it’s a
goosebumping moment every time
AR Rahman’s Yeh Jo Des Hai Mera
plays in the background, highlighting
Mohan’s  quandary.

Shah Rukh lends a certain edge to
underdog stories and with Chak De!
India, he just knocked it out of the
park. His morally upright, no-non-
sense hockey coach Kabir Khan
turned the Shimit Amin directorial
into an inspiration for all those who
need the strength to take on social
systems of power and discrimination.
A laugh riot from start to finish, Rahul
Mithaiwala aka Shah Rukh Khan and
Meenamma aka Deepika Padukone

are a class act as a romcom pair in the
film directed by Rohit Shetty. What
specially brings on the laughs is Shah
Rukh taking a dig at himself and clob-
bering his usual invincible hero image
in signature SRK style. Who wouldn’t
love to have someone like Jehangir
Khan in their life! A guide, a mentor, a
friend – all rolled into one in the form
of your therapist. That’s what Alia
Bhatt’s Kiara found in Shah Rukh’s
Jehangir Khan, a psychologist who she
goes to for counselling, in Dear
Zindagi. The Gauri Shinde-directed
film is a significant offering from
Bollywood on raising awareness
around mental health, made all the
more possible.  by Shah Rukh’s sub-
dued and sensitive portrayal of a ther-
apist. (AGENCY)

6 Shah Rukh Khan films to watch this weekend
and celebrate his 30-year Bollywood career

It's not the length of the
role but the excitement to
be a part of Marvel Studios'
first steps in the South
Asian subcontinent that
motivated actor-filmmaker
Farhan Akhtar to join Ms
Marvel, a show he believes
is landmark in the way it
represents “our cultures
and our people”. Farhan,
known for directing
acclaimed films Dil Chahta
Hai, Lakshya and Don
series as well as for his on
screen performances in
Zindagi Na Milegi Dobara,
Rock On!! and Bhaag
Milkha Bhaag, has made
his Marvel Cinematic
Universe (MCU) debut
with the Disney+ Hotstar
show.

When he was first
offered Ms Marvel, Farhan
said he was bowled over by
the cultural inclusivity and
diversity of the show,
which centres around
Kamala Khan aka Ms
Marvel, a Pakistani-
American teenager grow-
ing up in Jersey City.

“When I found out that
the show was the very first
step that Marvel is taking
into the subcontinent, cre-
ating a subcontinent super-
hero that is going to repre-

sent our cultures and our
people, I was very excited,”
Farhan told PTI in a virtual
interview. “I truly wanted
to be a part of it because it
is a landmark show. And I
feel that it's important
because it's diverse.
There's an incredible
amount of cultural inclusiv-
ity that's happening via the
show,” he added.

Fronted by newcomer
Iman Vellani, Ms Marvel is

a coming-of-age story of a
Muslim teenager who dis-
covers that she has super-
powers and a family histo-
ry going all the way back to
India-Pakistan Partition in
1947. Bad Boys for Life
helmers Adil El Arbi and
Bilall Fallah, Sharmeen
Obaid-Chinoy, a two-time
Oscar winner in the docu-
mentary short category,
and Meera Menon, who has
worked on shows like The
Walking Dead, have direct-
ed the episodes of the
series. (AGENCY)

Farhan Akhtar bowled over by
cultural inclusivity of ‘Ms

Marvel’ where he plays Waleed

Disney+ Hotstar on Friday
released the trailer of their
upcoming mini-series
Mike, based on the life of
legendary heavyweight
boxer Mike Tyson.  The
OTT platform shared the
official poster of the show
on Twitter and said, “You
may know Tyson…but do
you know Mike? Mike, the
all-new original series, is
coming soon on
# D i s n e y P lu s H o ts ta r.”
Formerly titled Iron Mike,
the unauthorised, eight-
episode limited series stars
Trevante Rhodes as Tyson.
Rhodes has earlier starred
in Moonlight and If Loving
You Is Wrong. Harvey

Keitel, known for films like
Mean Streets and Reservoir
Dogs, stars as Tyson’s box-
ing coach and mentor, Cus
D’Amato. 

The one-minute-16-
second-long trailer intro-
duces the controversial ath-
lete and gives us glimpses
of his illustrious career and
tumultuous personal life,
filled with accusations,
felony and disappoint-
ments. The trailer promises
to cover Tyson’s turbulent
sporting career marked by
ups and downs, from his
days as an adored interna-
tional athlete to the time he
became a social outcast and
then made a comeback.

Apart from Rhodes and
Keitel, the series also stars
One Life to Live actress
Laura Harrier as Tyson’s
first wife, Russell Hornsby
as boxing promoter Don
King, and newcomer Li

Eubanks as Desiree
Washington, a beauty pag-
eant winner who accused
Tyson of raping her in the
early 1990s. The series is
created by I, Tonya screen-
writer Steven Rogers, with

Karin Gist serving as the
showrunner. The release
date of the series has not
yet been confirmed. 

The former heavy-
weight boxing champion
will also be seen in Puri
Jagannadh’s upcoming
sports action film Liger,
starring south star Vijay
Deverakonda and
Bollywood actress Ananya
Panday. Tyson plays an
extended cameo in the film,
making his acting debut in
Indian cinema. 

On the day of the
boxer’s 56th birthday, Vijay
Deverakonda shared a
heartfelt video on
Instagram featuring the

cast of the film, director,
producer and crew to wish
Tyson.  In Hollywood,
Tyson had featured as him-
self in The Hangover in one
of the high points of the
2009 comedy starring
Bradley Cooper.  And of late,
Tyson seems to be chan-
nelling his goofy side by
launching a line of ear-
shaped gummies under the
label ‘Mike Bites’ — a refer-
ence to his infamous fight
with Evander Holyfield in
which he bit Holyfield’s ear
off. The 56-year-old still has
the fire in him; he regularly
posts videos of his training
sessions on social media.
(AGENCY)

Mike Tyson: Disney+Hotstar drops trailer of
‘Mike’ mini-series on the legendary boxer


