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News in Breif

New Delhi, Agency.      

The Union Minister held a consultation with states and union 
territories on three key areas Poshan 2.0, Vatsalya mission 
and Shakti mission. Union Minister for Women and Child 
Development Smriti Irani urged all state governments to 
ensure that all aspirational districts in India have a poshan 
vatika (nutrition garden) at anganwadi centres during the 
Nutrition Month which starts from September 1. Irani made 
the statement last week while kicking off the month-long 
celebrations of the Poshan Abhiyan mission, which places 
special attention on Severe Acture Malnourished (SAM) 
children. “A Word Bank report that had been released in 
2010 had revealed that India suffered a Rs 24,000 crore loss 
due to lack of sanitation. And that the health impact on the 
economy was 38 million dollars. In 2018, an Assocham study 
revealed that a loss of 4 per cent GDP [is incurred] annually 
for the country due to malnutrition. The report also found 
that when children suffering from malnutrition grow up and 

start earning, they earn 
20 percent less than 
those who have had 
healthy childhoods. Our 
responsibility, therefore, 
is not just providing 
nutrition security, but 
economic security,” 
Irani said. “An earlier 

report had claimed that there were 80 lakh children in the 
country who suffered from Severe Acute Malnutrion. But 
because of the efforts you made in surveying SAM children, 
we got to know that the actual number of SAM children 
in India is around 9 lakhs,” said the minister, adding that 
current attempt is to bring down these numbers. Irani held 
a consultation with states and union territories on three key 
areas – Poshan 2.0, Vatsalya mission and Shakti mission. 
Pointing out that Prime Minister Narendra Modi “has always 
stressed cooperative federalism”, Irani requested the states 
to implement Poshan month in September. She said that 16 
crore jan andolan activities had been held across the country 
under the banner of Poshan Abhiyan since 2018. Speaking 
on the JJ Act amendment, Irani said: “the recent Parliament 
session witnessed a lot of noise and chaos. But when it came 
to the security and welfare of children, all political parties 
came together in order to pass the JJ Act amendment. This was 
a very happy moment for me. We brought in this amendment 
because an NCPCR survey found that not a single Child Care 
Institution in the country was a 100 per cent complaint to the 
Act and further found challenges that needed to be addressed 
in the functioning of the Child Welfare Committees.”
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Bhopal, Agency.      

Union Civil Aviation Minister Jyotiraditya 
Scindia said there are different slabs of 
VAT applicable on ATF in Madhya Pradesh, 
ranging from four per cent to 25 per cent. 
Union Civil Aviation Minister Jyotiraditya 
Scindia on Wednesday demanded a 
reduction in VAT on the aviation turbine 
fuel in Madhya Pradesh to attract more 
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the state. He was addressing a function 
virtually from New Delhi for the launch 
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“I have written a letter to all chief 
ministers in the country to reduce the 
Value Added Tax (VAT) on ATF (aviation 
turbine fuel). There are eight-nine states 
where it is in the range of one to four per 
cent, and that has resulted in 15 per cent 
#*2.1)'1( #*( !"#$%&'( 4./,( &%/'1( '&)&1'>?( &%1(
minister said. He said there are different 
slabs of VAT applicable on ATF in Madhya 
Pradesh, ranging from four per cent to 25 
per cent. “I request the MP government 
to bring it down to one to four per cent 
uniformly for the entire state,” Scindia said. 
The BJP leader further said that in Madhya 

Pradesh, the VAT is four per cent at 
Khajuraho, Jabalpur and Gwalior airports 
while it is 25 per cent at other airports in 
the state. “I request the state government 
to reduce it in the range of one to four per 
cent and make it uniform for the entire 
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)*+(#*&./+;2&#/*(/4(,/.1(!"#$%&'>?(%1(')#+=(
“If this happens in Madhya Pradesh and 
the VAT is uniformly applicable, then I 
will pursue with the aviation companies, 
whose representatives are present here 
@+;.#*$(&%1(4;*2&#/*A>(&/('&).&(,/.1(!"#$%&'(
from MP,” the minister said. Scindia also 
requested MP Chief Minister Shivraj Singh 
Chouhan to speed up the allotment of 
over 2,000 acre land for the expansion of 
the Indore airport, as demanded by some 
locals leaders in the state’s industrial hub.

Jyotiraditya Scindia seeks VAT reduction 
on aviation turbine fuel in MP

Lucknow, Agency.          

He made the announcement 
in Mathura on Monday while 
addressing an event on the 
occasion of Janmashtami (Hindu 
deity Krishna’s birthday). Chief 
Minister Yogi Adityanath has 
said he will direct the Mathura 
administration to prepare a 
roadmap to impose a ban on 
meat and liquor in the vicinity of 
seven Hindu pilgrimage sites in 
the district. 

He made the announcement 
in Mathura on Monday while 
addressing an event on the 
occasion of Janmashtami (Hindu 
deity Krishna’s birthday). The 
chief minister said, “Yahaan 
ke saat sthalon ko teerth sthal 
ghoshit kiya. Aur teerth sthal 
ghoshit karne ke baad, ab yahaan 
pe sabki tamanna hai ki in sabhi 
shetron mein kisi bhi prakaar 
ka madya ya maans sevan na ho. 
Aur yeh hona chahiye. Prashasan 

se kahunga ki iski ghoshna yojna 
banaye. [We declared the seven 
religious sites as pilgrimage sites. 
And after the announcement, 
everyone here wants that at 
these seven places no liquor or 
meat is consumed. I am telling 
the administration to prepare a 
roadmap for this].” Adityanath said 
those involved in liquor and meat 
businesses near these pilgrimage 
sites would be rehabilitated. “We 
will make arrangements for their 
rehabilitation. And especially, 
those who are in the professions 
will need training. They should be 
counselled. It will be good if those 
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are given small stalls for milk 
production. They can sell milk 
there and this land, which gave 
a new direction to the country 
and the world, gets ready for a 
situation like the old times,” he 
added. Additional Chief Secretary 
(Information) Navneet Sehgal told 
The Indian Express on Tuesday 
that the roadmap sought by the 
chief minister was being prepared. 
“We will make the details about 
it public when the proposal is 
made,” he added. Meanwhile, at 
Monday’s event, Adityanath took 
a dig at Opposition parties saying 
they “avoided Hindu festivals 
during the rule of the previous 
governments”. The chief minister 
added, “Today, there is a crowd of 
people. Earlier, no chief minister 
or a member of the state’s council 
of ministers or even an MLA came 
to wish you on your festivals. If you 
exclude the BJP people, everyone 
ran away [from the festivals]. 

Yogi’s Directive : ‘Ban meat, liquor 
near holy sites in Mathura’

New Delhi, Agency.     

Despite the looming fear of a potential third wave of 
coronavirus cases, state governments cited the considerable 
drop in coronavirus cases in several states across the 
country to justify their decision to reopen schools in a 
2);&#/;'(-%)'198#'1(,)**1.=(B&("1)'1(!#01('&)&1'()*+(;*#/*(
territories, including Delhi and Tamil Nadu, have decided to 
start reopening schools from September 1. From staggered 
lunch breaks, to limiting the seating capacity in classrooms  
local authorities have enforced strict Covid protocols 
and guidelines to ensure the safety of students. Despite 
the looming fear of a potential third wave of coronavirus 
cases, state governments cited the considerable drop in 
coronavirus cases in several states across the country 
to justify their decision to reopen schools in a cautious 
phase-wise manner. School for classes IX-XII, colleges and 
coaching institutions will reopen in the National Capital 
on September 1. However, it will not be compulsory for 
students to attend physical classes. Online learning will continue 
4/.( &%/'1(8%/( /-&( /;&=( C%/'1(8%/( 2%//'1( /4!"#*1( 2")''1'(8#""(
have to get the permission of their parents/ guardians. Only 50 
per cent students per class, staggered lunch breaks, mandatory 
thermal screening, alternate seating, a quarantine room these 
are some of the guidelines that schools and colleges in Delhi 
will have to follow when they reopen. The government has 
permitted schools to reopen for classes IX-XII on September 1. 
All school and colleges hostels have been permitted to reopen 
for students. Working men/women hostels are also allowed 
to function following Standard Operating Procedure issued by 
the government. Last month, Tamil Nadu Transport Minister 
Raja Kannappan said that all school and government college 
students can travel free in all government busses from their 
place to the institutions. Students need to produce their photo 
ID cards or can travel in school uniform until the bus passes are 
issued by the transport corporation for this academic year. As 
per the guidelines, the school managements have been directed 
to ensure all their workers, caretakers are vaccinated. The Tamil 
Nadu government has instructed the educational Institutions to 
ensure that students from Kerala are vaccinated and produce RT-
DEF(*1$)&#01(21.&#!#2)&1=(G4!"#*1(2")''1'(4/.('&;+1*&'(/4(2")''1'(H5(
to XII will resume in Madhya Pradesh from today. All students 
who choose to attend physical classes will have to provide a 

consent form signed by their parents. Schools in Telangana 
will reopen for physical in-person classes from September 
1. However, attending in-person is not compulsory, as per a 
Telangana High Court order. The Telangana High Court stayed 
state government’s order to reopen educational institutions from 
September 1 by a week and the court declared that the physical 
classes are not mandatory. “No student should be compelled to 
attend physical classes from September 1 as it is not mandatory 
amidst pandemic,” said Telangana HC. The state government has 
been directed to reopen schools by October 4. But before that, 
it must provide a detailed report on measures taken ahead of 
reopening of schools. While some privates schools are taking a 
more cautious approach and remaining closed till next months, 
a few others have decided to reopen from today, with covid 
protocol in place. The government of Rajasthan will reopen 
schools for classes IX to XIi with 50 per cent capacity from 
September 1. It is mandatory for the teaching and non-teaching 
staff to take at least one dose of COVID19 vaccine 14 days prior 
to this. Besides schools, colleges and coaching institutes are 
allowed to open from September 1. The schools will be required 
to keep separate timings for different batches of students to 
prevent crowding. Schools in Tripura will reopen for students 
of classes VI-XII from September 1. All schools will be required 
to function in single or double shifts, depending on the space 
available in classrooms.
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Lucknow, Agency. 

The SP, for its part, claimed that Swatantra 
Dev was unhappy within the BJP and 
Mulayam Singh had invited him to join the 
party. SETTING political circles abuzz in 
poll-poised Uttar Pradesh, BJP state chief 
Swatantra Dev Singh called on Samajwadi 
Party patron Mulayam Singh Yadav Monday. 
The BJP leader’s visit comes when the party 
#'( %).+9-.1''1+( &/( 1I-")#*( #&'( +#4!#+1*21(
on a caste census, and is pushing its OBC 
outreach. At a condolence meeting held for 
the late BJP leader Kalyan Singh in Lucknow 
Tuesday, Swatantra Dev said he had gone to 
invite Mulayam Singh for the same. 

The BJP had earlier criticised SP chief 
Akhilesh Yadav for not visiting to offer his 
condolences to Kalyan Singh, even as BSP 
chief Mayawati did so. At the condolence 
meeting held Tuesday, BSP national general 
secretary Satish Chandra Mishra was present 
and seated next to Swatantra Dev. The SP, 
for its part, claimed that Swatantra Dev 
was unhappy within the BJP and Mulayam 
Singh had invited him to join the party. The 
BJP held ‘shradhanjali sabhas’ across Uttar 

Pradesh Tuesday in the memory of Kalyan 
Singh. Apart from being a Hindutva icon, for 
being the CM under whom the Babri Masjid 
was demolished, Kalyan Singh was also an 
#*!";1*&#)"(GJE("1)+1.(()*+(&%1(JKD(#'(&.3#*$(
to reinforce both connections in the run-up 
to next year’s elections. It has also said that 

Akhilesh not paying his respects to Kalyan 
Singh showed he was “anti-OBC”. Swatantra 
Dev’s meeting with Mulayam Singh, and not 
Akhilesh, was also a pointed message to the 
SP chief. Swatantra Dev tweeted pictures of 
the meeting, saying he had taken blessings of 
“Netaji” and enquired about his health and 

wished for his health and long life. Akhilesh, 
in turn, re-tweeted a comment by an SP 
spokesperson saying “Netaji has offered 
Swatantra Dev Singh to join Samajwadi 
Party as he is probably unhappy with the 
neglect of Dalits and backwards in BJP”. SP 
spokesperson Manish Jagan Agrawal said 
there was more to Swatantra Dev’s visit 
than just a courtesy call. At the condolence 
meeting for Kalyan Singh, Swatantra Dev 
said, “I had visited the founder-leader of the 
Samajwadi Party to request him to come 
for the shradhanjali sabha. I also called 
up Behenji (BSP chief Mayawati). She sent 
Satish ji (Mishra).” Referring to Kalyan Singh 
as a “mahaan neta (big leader)”, Swatantra 
Dev said over 40 parties had been invited 
for the condolence meeting. He also claimed 
that Kalyan Singh felt that Chief Minister Yogi 
Adityanath had made Dalits and deprived 
feel secure in the state, just like Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi had done so for the 
country. Apart from Adityanath, deputy CMs 
Dinesh Sharma and Keshav Prasad Maurya, 
Union Defence Minister Rajnath Singh and 
RSS senior functionary Krishna Gopal were 
present at the meeting.

Schools reopen in Delhi, Tamil 
Nadu, Rajasthan : Here are 
the state-wise guidelines
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Srinagar, Agency.  Sinha said Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi had reiterated 
in his speech on August 15 that elections 
would be held after the delimitation 
exercise. Jammu and Kashmir Lt Governor 
Manoj Sinha on Tuesday said the Assembly 
elections will be held once the delimitation 
exercise is over in the UT, and that the 
Centre is committed to restore the 
statehood of J&K. “I have to talk about 
two things. One is about the Assembly 
elections. When the state became a UT, it 
was clearly stated that the elections would 
be held after the delimitation,” he said 
while addressing the media at the sidelines 
of the Parliamentary Outreach Programme 
for the Panchayati Raj Institutions 
(PRIs). “The number of (Assembly) 
seats have increased by seven…” Sinha 
said Prime Minister Narendra Modi had 
reiterated in his speech on August 15 
that elections would be held after the 
delimitation exercise. “The home minister 
/4(&%1(2/;*&.3(%)'()'';.1+(/*(&%1(!"//.(
of Parliament that statehood would be 
restored at an appropriate time,” Sinha 
said. “I feel that the people of the country 
trust him, the people of Jammu and 
Kashmir trust him,” Sinha said.
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Thane, Agency.  Pimple and her security 
guard were injured on Monday after 
vegetable vendor Amarjeet Yadav attacked 
them. “It happened so quickly that I didn’t 
get time to understand I was under attack 
and just managed to escape. It was only 
when I reached my car after pushing 
through the hawkers that I realised two 
/4(,3(!#*$1.'(81.1(,#''#*$()*+(,3(%)*+(
was bleeding profusely,” Thane Assistant 
Municipal Commissioner Kalpita Pimple 
said on Tuesday, a day after a knife attack 
on her and her security guard during an 
anti-encroachment drive. Pimple and her 
security guard were injured on Monday after 
vegetable vendor Amarjeet Yadav attacked 
them. Pimple (46) underwent a four-hour 
long surgery on Monday night, hours after 
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Her security guard, Somnath Malvi, is also 
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Maharashtra Urban Development Minister 
Ekanath Shinde, who is also Thane’s 
Guardian Minister, met Pimple and Malvi. 
Speaking to The Indian Express, Pimple said: 
“I went there to check how the drive was 
progressing. I did not understand how and 
when someone suddenly attacked me, as 
I was attacked from behind.” “It is sad this 
happens when we are working for the public. 
C/+)3>(5("/'&(/*"3(,3(!#*$1.'>(<;&(8%)&(#4(#&(
had been worse, who would look after my 
family?” she asked but also emphasised that 
she would continue to participate in anti-
encroachment drives.

A()0V&A(.(6$B(&$)2,#$"&

DL;&0<&Q,-2&9,)+(.

Kolkata, Agency. Malaviya, the seniormost 
5DM(/4!#21.(#*('&)&1(2;..1*&"3>(8)'(<1#*$(
considered a frontrunner for the job. The 
West Bengal government on Tuesday vested 
in DG (Organisation), Manoj Malaviya, 
additional charge of the director general of 
polic. The government is yet to receive the 
shortlist of names for the post from DoPT, 
which comes under the PMO. Malaviya, the 
'1*#/.,/'&(5DM(/4!#21.(#*('&)&1(2;..1*&"3>(8)'(
being considered a frontrunner for the job. 
N#'(*),1(+/1'(!#$;.1(),/*$(&%1(/*1'('1*&(
by the state for consideration by the DoPT. 
According to sources, the state had sent a 
list of 21 names to the DoPT of which three 
are under consideration.
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Additional underpass to 
be built in Gaya Bridge

Dhanbad.

The Deputy Commissioner along with 
Road Construction Department, RITES 
and Railway Engineers today inspected 
the site for the construction of 
additional underpass in the proposed 
Gaya bridge, so that the common man 
can get rid of the problem of road jam 
every day.  The Deputy Commissioner 
said that the site inspection was done 
jointly by the team of RITES Kolkata, 
Road Construction Department, 
Railway Engineer and District 
Administration regarding the alignment 
of proposed additional underpass and 

road construction etc. in Gaya bridge.  
During the inspection, a detailed 
review of the widening of the approach 
road, encroachment on the roads and 
solutions to technical problems was 
done.  The Deputy Commissioner said 
that the construction of underpass 
in Gaya bridge is very important so 
that the passersby can get rid of the 

road jam.  For its speedy construction, 
the district administration is taking 
action keeping it on priority.  The 
Deputy Commissioner, District 
D")**#*$( G4!#21.>( \I12;&#01( \*$#*11.(
of RCD, experts from RITES Kolkata 
and Engineers of Railways and other 
/4!#21.'( )*+( 1,-"/311'( 81.1( -.1'1*&(
on the occasion.

Baliyapur.

15 song released in Meerut UP by Saurav Suman, 2nd year 
student of M Tech Engineering of BIT Sindri.  The song is 
beautifully performed through ramps in famous places 
of Meerut like Ghanta Ghar, Surajkund, Shaheed Smarak, 
Hastinapur, Jambudip, Aughadnath Temple etc.  The tune 
of the song is composed by Akshay and the ramp is done 
by Sourav.  The song was released on 31 August on Akki 
Ramp King channel.  Earlier, Saurav has also composed 
songs on Dhanbad and Ranchi, which went viral very 
fast.  His songs are being liked a lot.  Many people living in 
Dhanbad, Uttar Pradesh were very happy with this song of 
his.  Sourav is preparing to make songs in other cities.  The 
song is produced by Saurav Suman.  Dr Prakash Kumar, 
HOD, Production Engineering, praised Sourav's talent and 
wished him a bright future.

 Katras.

Addressing the sit-in organized by the unorganized 
workers in Kanta hill Angarpathra, former minister cum 
state working president of Congress Jaleshwar Mahato 
said that whenever the workers call them, they will 
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retrenchment and removal of unorganized workers is 
wrong.  Till the unorganized laborers are not engaged in 
the work of loading, the agitation will continue.  On the 
other hand, Angarpathra OP in-charge Shahbir Oraon 
said that the information about the dharna was given 
suddenly, whereas the information of any agitation or 
bandh should be given 3 or 7 days in advance.  Ashok Lal, 
Madhav Singh, Shivesh Kumar Sinha, Ranjit Pandey, Robin 
Pal, Aditya Kumar, Manoj Bauri, Joginder Rajak, Renu 
Devi, Prabhavati Devi, Yashoda Devi, Kunti Devi, Parvati 
Devi, Uday Paswan, Subodh Varman etc. were present on 
the occasion. 

Dhanbad.

On the appointment of District Judge Satyaprakash of 
Civil Family Court as Principal District and Sessions 
Judge of Khunti, advocates under the leadership of Senior 
Advocate cum Dhanbad District Congress President 
Brajendra Prasad Singh wished him a bright future by 
$#0#*$( !"/81.'=( (J.)S1*+.)(D.)')+(M#*$%(')#+( &%)&(+;1( &/(
the personality of Satyaprakash ji being very simple and 
soft spoken, he successfully discharged the tasks during 
his tenure.  During his tenure, he was always very popular 
among the advocates, court staff and scribes of Dhanbad 
court.  Dozens of advocates including Anwar Shamim, 
Saulat Dawood, Pathnath Kumar, Sumit Arora, Indradev 
Mandal were among those who welcomed.

Ramgarh.

Barkagaon MLA Amba Prasad met Health Minister Banna 
Gupta and submitted a memorandum. MLA Amba Prasad 
requested, Minister to solve the health related problems of 
the villagers due to non-deputation of doctors and nurses 
in Badam Sub Health Center of Barkagaon block and Bundu 
Sub Health Center built in very remote village of Keredari 
block. Taking prompt action, the Health Minister directed the 
Civil Surgeon Hazaribagh to depute one doctor and 2 nurses 
each in both the health centers.  The MLA also brought 
to the notice of the Minister the dilapidated condition of 
Barkagaon, Keredari and Patratu Community Health Center 
and requested to construction state-of-the-art facilities and 
buildings in the community health centers located at the 
three block headquarters.  On the demand of Barkagaon MLA, 
Health Minister directed Deputy Commissioner Hazaribagh 
to send the estimates of Barkagaon and Keredari Community 
Health Centers at the earliest. Barkagaon MLA is constantly 
making efforts to make the dilapidated community health 
centers of the three blocks of the assembly constituency 
into hospitals with state-of-the-art facilities.   She has met 
&%1( 2/*21.*1+( /4!#2#)"'( '101.)"( &#,1'( )*+( */8( )'( -1.( &%1(
instructions of  Health Minister, the estimate will be prepared 
very soon and further action will be taken.

Katras.

ASI Uday Kumar Singh of 
Topchanchi police station 
got information that 
cattle were being taken to 
Bengal by Bolero pickup 
van from Nimiyaghat side 
near Mantand Chowk of 
Topchanchi police station 
area.  In the course of 
investigation, the police 
seized the pickup van 
number JH 10CA 5703 near 
Banka Pul Yadav Khatal 
while unloading the cattle.  
Police have seized a total 
of 51 cows and 14 calves 
laden in 3 vehicles from 
the farm and registered 
a case and handed over 
all the cattle to the Katras 
Gaushala management.  In 
this regard, a case has been 
registered at Topchanchi 
police station under case 
number 106/21.

Dhanbad.

The birthday of Jharkhand Mukti Morcha Yuva's central 
president and Dumka MLA Basant Soren was celebrated 
with pomp under the chairmanship of District President 
Gaurav Singh in the courtyard of Pose Furniture 
Establishment, Bhuiphor, of senior leader of Jharkhand 
Yuva Morcha Dhanbad district, Rajesh Jalan.  The program 
was conducted by Secretary Amit Mahato, while the 
convener of the program was District Vice President Akash 
Rawani.  Everyone sweetened their mouths by feeding each 
other cakes and prayed to the God of disease free and long 
life of MLA Basant Soran.  Vinod Kisku, Suresh Paswan, 
Anil Mahato, Hrithik Chakraborty, Somnath Mandal, Vipin 
Rawani, Suresh Modak, Abhinav Singh, Deepak Jaiswal, 
Govardhan Pramanik, Bittu Yadav, Chhotelal, Dileshwar 
Gupta etc. were present on the occasion.
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Dhanbad. 

Since the last of twentieth century and 
in present time the Indian families and 
societies are breaking as well as the rift and 
haterates are being observed in the families 
and societies. Children and parents are not 
happy under one roof.Old parents are not 
being allowed to live with son or daughter. 
Families are being fragmented and joint 
families are converting to small families. 
Main point of concern is lack of affection 
among the family members. Similarly is the 
case of societies. The evil effects of casteism 
and haterates among different religions are  
matter of great concern. Why this type of 
problems are coming, it is to be analysed.

When a child is born in the family, 
members of the family are happy. Child 
is brought up by the parents as per their 
capacity or even more than their capacity. 
Once the child is grown-up and settled 
in his life and by that time the parents 
become old and they become the burden 
for their children and are compelled 
to take shelter in old age home. This 
has become the story of almost all the 
families. Reason is the absence of good 
SANSKAR ie sacrament in the people. 

Our education system is providing world 
class  knowledge in science, commerce, 
history, computer science, laws and many 
more to the students of primary schools 
and colleges but Sacrament or SANSKAR 
is not taught in the syllabus. Sacrament is 

-;.#!#2)&#/*( /4(,#*+>( <1%)0#/;.>( 2%).)2&1.>(
patience or it may be called to lead the life 
#*()(-;.#!#1+(8)3=(C%1(/"+(#*+#)*(2;"&;.1(#'(
very rich in itself and is able to teach,how 
to live happily,how to have a healthy 
lifestyle,how to choose proper food,how 

to eat, sleep,how to behave with elderly 
people, friends, Children. Though sixteen 
types of SANSKARS are normally accepted 
by Indian and all most all are performed 
at different stages of life ie from birth to 
cremation after death. Value of SANSKARS 
must be taught in classes so that the 
students must learn to live in a joint family, 
to adjust among the family members, to 
respect the elder people, to respect women, 
to get blessings by touching the feet of 
parents and elderly people living in family, 
to respect all the religions, to communicate 
in a respectful manner.They must be taught 
about responsibility of a man towards their 
children, spouse, parents, teachers,and 
people living in societies. After  marriage 
the faith in between wife and husband keep 
the family bonded. Addition of this subject 
will have a great impact on the people and 
will help in leading lives in a respectful and 
desciplined way. Central govt as well as all 
the state governments should come up to 
include Sacrament subject with modern 
education so that fragmentation of families 
and societies can be stopped and people of 
India can contribute to make the country 
WORLD GURU.

 Nirsa.

Haiva owners today marched on the 
railway track from Thaparnagar station 
to MPL under the banner of Nirsa 
Highway Transport Swavalambi Samiti 
in protest against the decision of Maithon 
Thermal Power Limited management 
to order coal through railways.  It was 
chaired by Shrikant Pandey and Sanjay 
Singh, secretary of the committee.  Sanjay 
Singh said that around 500 Haiva in MPL 
go to transport coal.  If MPL management 
starts transporting coal through railways, then 500 Haiva will be closed and about 50 thousand 
people will be unemployed.  They will face the threat of starvation.  He said that Nirsa Haiva 
Association has also contributed in the place where MPL has reached since the inception of MPL.  
Haiva owners bring coal from a distance of 500 km to MPL.  We demand from MPL Management, 
State Government and Local Administration that at least 70 per cent transportation should 
be given to HIWA and 30 per cent coal rake order should be given in writing.  He said that 
Haiva owners have even mortgaged their houses, land and jewelery to buy Haiva.  If Haiva stops 
working, the owners of Haiva will be on the verge of starvation and will be forced to commit 
suicide.Mukhtar Ansari, Kishore Tiwari, Vidhan Tiwari, Rakib, Parvez Alam, Maleshwari Yadav, 
Ikhlakh Hussain, Kedar Yadav, Abhijit Chakraborty, Manoj Yadav, Kanhai Yadav were involved in 
the protest.  According to the speakers, whether the central or the state government has failed 
to provide employment opportunities.  In such a situation, if educated unemployed provide 
employment for themselves and their families, then they become enemies of the government.  
The latest example of this are 500 Haiva owners who are on the verge of becoming unemployed.  
If this happens, then one can easily imagine how dire the situation will be.

c$#-(&e$+5C(B&G#()-/0#2&>0""$P,,&
1$1&/(1B(2#(&<0#&,"/.0B",)2

DC held a meeting regarding the supply of 

electricity and water in Belgadia Township
Dhanbad.   

Under the chairmanship of the Deputy Commissioner in 
the Collectorate's auditorium, a meeting was held today 
in Jharia Vihar Colony, Belgadia regarding the supply 
of electricity and water.  The Deputy Commissioner 
said that at present there is a single point electricity 
connection in the name of Jareda in Belgadia Basti.  
K).1+)( 2%).$1'( )( !#I1+( 411( 101.3( ,/*&%( <3( ,)L#*$(
electricity connection in every house.  He said that 
there is a need to change the existing system.  There is a 
plan to install electricity meter in every house in future.  
The electricity connection charges in each household 
will be borne by Jareda.  For this an electricity sub-
station will be built there.  The process of identifying 
the site for its construction has been started.  In order 
to successfully complete this work plan on the ground, 
the concerned Electrical Executive Engineer has been 
instructed to initiate action in coordination with the 
/4!#2#)"'(/4(K).1+)=((C%1(:1-;&3(E/,,#''#/*1.(')#+(&%)&(
in the course of reviewing the water supply in Belgadia, 
it was found that to ensure the supply of drinking 
8)&1.>(8)&1.(4./,(</.1%/"1'(#'(&)L1*(/;&()*+(!#""1+(#*(
underground tanks.  After this water is supplied to all 
the houses.  Keeping in view the future plans, there 
seems to be a need for comprehensive planning for 

drinking water supply in Belgadia, as the groundwater 
8#""( */&( <1( ';4!#2#1*&( &/( ';--"3( )""( &%1( %/;'1%/"+'( #*(
the times to come.  For this, the Executive Engineer 
PHED-2 has been directed to take necessary action to 
prepare the DPR in coordination with the department.  
5*( &%1( ,11&#*$>( :1-;&3( E/,,#''#/*1.>( G4!#21.9#*9
Charge Jareda, Executive Engineer of PHED-1 and 2, 
Electrical Executive Engineer Dhanbad, Engineer of 
KJH[U>( /4!#21.'( )*+( -1.'/**1"( /4( K).1+)( )*+( /&%1.'(
were present in the meeting.

The Deputy Commissioner and 
!!"#$%&''()#*++#,-(#-./,(0-#123

Dhanbad.   

Under the joint aegis of District Administration and 
BEE(C.;'&>(:1-;&3(E/,,#''#/*1.()*+(MMD( !")$$1+(/44(
World on Wheels Computer Hi-Tech Bus for computer 
literacy for eligible, needy and rural students of the 
district under CSR scheme.  The Deputy Commissioner 
said that on the initiative of the District Administration, 
the World on Wheels Computer Hi-Tech Bus has been 
started today under the joint aegis of ACC Trust 
and District Administration.  Through this training 
in computer skills and soft skills will be given to the 
children of economically weaker families in different 
areas of the district.  He said that all arrangements 
related to computer training have been ensured in 
&%1(N#9C12%(<;'=((N#$%(2/*!#$;.)&#/*(2/,-;&1.('3'&1,>(
server, air conditioned room and complete facility 
of power backup are available.  In this, 15 to 20 
'&;+1*&'( 2)*( <1( &.)#*1+( '#,;"&)*1/;'"3( <3( X;)"#!#1+(
instructors.  This bus will reach government schools in 
various rural areas to give training to students under 
a special campaign.  There through this, students 
8#""(<1( #+1*&#!#1+()*+( &.)#*1+()*+()4&1.( &%)&( &%13(8#""(

be prepared for higher education and planning.  The 
Deputy Commissioner informed that the children 
whose performance will be excellent among the 
students getting training through World on Wheel 
Computer Hi-Tech Bus, will be provided scholarship 
under the ACC Vidya Sarathi Scholarship Scheme.  In 
this sequence, Sachin Mishra and Saurabh Kumar 
Haldhar, who performed brilliantly today, were given a 
scholarship of thirty thousand rupees.  On this occasion, 
Deputy Commissioner, SSP, Deputy Development 
Commissioner, Additional District Magistrate, Law 
)*+( G.+1.( G4!#21.>( :#'&.#2&( D")**#*$( G4!#21.>( :#'&.#2&(
M/2#)"(R1"4).1(G4!#21.>(:#'&.#2&(5*4/.,)&#/*()*+(D;<"#2(
F1")&#/*'( G4!#21.( )*+( /&%1.( /4!#21.'( )*+( 1,-"/311'(
were present.

!  Children from economically weaker 
families will be given training in computer 
and soft skills.

!  ACC will provide scholarships to 
outstanding performing students.

!  The Deputy Commissioner 
reviewed all the points 
including the alignment.

!##4+$.0.&%3#*+#5)6.7.3,8&,.*79#
Railways and RITES did 
site inspection.
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Puducherry, Agency. 

"No leniency would be shown against the offenders," 
Puducherry Chief Minister N Rangasamy said during 
&%1( +1<)&1( /*( &%1( J;+$1&( 4/.( &%1( !#'2)"( OPOQ9OPOO( #*(
the Assembly. Puducherry Chief Minister N Rangasamy 
on Tuesday said the territorial government would take 

stringent action against drug peddlers. He was speaking 
+;.#*$(&%1(+1<)&1(/*(&%1(J;+$1&(4/.(&%1(!#'2)"(OPOQ9OPOO(
in the Assembly when members cutting across party lines 
made a strong plea that those trading in drugs and banned 
tobacco products should be brought to book. “Strong 
action would be taken against those selling tobacco 
products. No leniency would be shown against the 
offenders,” the chief minister said. Some members also 
expressed concern over availability of ganja (cannabis) 
near educational institutions. The members also wanted 
police to be strict against those selling tobacco products. 
The legislators pointed out that several crimes in the 
union territory were due to addiction to ganja on the part 
of the offenders and sought strong action and invoking 
provisions of the Goondas Act to deal with offenders.

!2#$)+,)2&(3%0)&C$..&

R,&2(7,)&(+($)-2&1#*+&

/,11.,#-&M&;*1*35,##B&>A

Mangrol, Agency. 

C%1( !#'%#*$('1)'/*(<1$#*'(R1+*1'+)3(
but an uneasy calm prevails in Junagadh 
district’s Mangrol harbour, one of the 
<#$$1'&( !#'%#*$( %;<'( /4( 6;S).)&=( C%1(
!#'%1.,1*( ).1( )( 8/..#1+( "/&>( &%)*L'(
to high diesel price as well as falling 
exports volumes of seafood and low 
consumption in domestic market due 
to the Covid-19 pandemic. Fishermen 
leaders apprehend a sizeable number 
/4( !#'%1.,1*( 8#""( */&( <1( )<"1( &/( '1&(
sail this season. Devchand Vardhan, a 
L%)")'#(@2.18A(/*</).+()(!#'%#*$(</)&>(
who is on a stroll on the road lined 
<3( %;*+.1+'( /4( !#'%#*$( &.)8"1.'( #*(
the harbour as waves crash on to the 
tetrapods, says, “Diesel costs Rs 97 a 
litre. I don’t know if the owner of the 
boat where I work, can afford such high 
prices.” Gopal Sukhadiya, whose family 
/8*'( !#01( !#'%#*$( &.)8"1.'>( '%).1'(
Vardhan’s worries. “Diesel price has 
shot up from around Rs 65 per litre 
)&( &%1(<1$#**#*$(/4( &%1( !#'%#*$('1)'/*(
last year to Rs 97 now. Apart from that, 
China, the largest importer of Indian 
marine products, is not buying our 
!#'%=(M/(101*(#4(5($1&()($//+(2)&2%>(&%1.1(
is no certainty that I will get a good 
price,” 56-year-old Sukhadiya says, 
)++#*$>( TU)'&( !#'%#*$( '1)'/*( 8)'( "/'&(
to Covid-19 pandemic and consequent 
2.)'%( #*( &%1( !#'%( ,).L1&=( 5( %)+( &/(
borrow money from three persons to 
repay the bank loan.” Fishing season in 
Gujarat generally begins from August 
15 and ends on May 13. However, 
the state government pushed it to 
September 1 this year, anticipating 
rough sea conditions during the rainy 
'1)'/*=( M;L%)+#3)( !#*+'( .1"#14( #*( &%1(
fact that his turn to lower his boat into 
the harbour will come only around 
September 21. “By that time, I should 
be able to get an idea as to how this 
season is going to pan out. That said, 
I will have to go to the sea eventually 
as that is the only thing we know.” 
B22/.+#*$( &/( !#'%1.,1*>( )( &.)8"1.(
burns around 3,500 litre diesel during 
)( &3-#2)"( !#'%#*$( &.#-( ")'&#*$( QV( &/( OQ(
days. “Due to the soaring diesel price, a 
!#'%#*$(&.#-(&%#'('1)'/*(#'("#L1"3(&/(2/'&(
at least Rs 4 lakh, higher by a quarter 
compared to last year. A trawler carries 
around 4,000 litres of fuel, ice worth Rs 
25,000 and ration for the crew worth 
around Rs 10,000. A boat owner pays 
around Rs 70,000 to tandel (captain) 
and khalasis. But there is no certainty 
about the catch. A boat can return 
with a catch worth Rs 4 to Rs 6 lakh 
or as low as Rs1.5 lakh. Much depends 

on luck,” says Damodar Chamudiya, 
chairman of Mahavir Machchhimar 
Sahkari Mandali, a cooperative society 
/4( !#'%1.,1*( #*( W)*$./"=( C%1( '&)&1(
government gives VAT rebate to 
!#'%1.,1*(/*(+#1'1"()*+(F'(OV(-1.("#&.1(
subsidy on kerosene to the owners 
of pilanas  smaller boats operated by 
onboard motors (OBM). However, the 
VAT rebate is capped at maximum Rs 
15 per litre and is available for up to 
24,000 litres per year per boat. The 
L1./'1*1(X;/&)(%)'()"'/(<11*( !#I1+()&(
a maximum 150 litres per month. The 
Gujarat Fisheries Central Cooperative 
Association (GFCC), a federation of 
2//-1.)&#01( '/2#1&#1'( /4( !#'%1.,1*(
4;*2&#/*#*$(;*+1.(&%1()1$#'(/4(!#'%1.#1'(
department of the state, tenders 
contracts for supplying diesel in bulk 
to its fuel retailing stations located 
in all major harbours. Oil marketing 
companies generally supply diesel 
to GFCC fuel stations at rates up to 
Rs 3 lower than other retail outlets. 
As per data from the Commissioner 
/4( Y#'%1.#1'>( 6;S).)&>( ,).#*1( !#'%(
production in Gujarat was seven lakh 
metric tonnes (mt) in 2019-20. The 
state exported 2.79 mt of marine 
products that year, the lowest in the 
past three years, data shows. 

This was largely due to the 
!"/;*+1.#*$( E%#*1'1( ,).L1&>( ')3'(
Jagdish Fofandi, president of Seafood 
Exporters Association of India (SEAI). 
“China accounts for around 40 to 
50 per cent of seafood exports from 
Gujarat in terms of value and more 
than that in terms of volumes. But 
due to Covid, the Chinese market has 
destabilised and therefore, exports to 
that country declined by 20 per cent in 
terms of volume and value last season. 
This put pressure on Chinese-market 
oriented products, resulting in a price 
drop of around 20 per cent. However, 
prices of products exported to 
European countries, US, Canada, Gulf, 
etc., have seen a general rising trend,” 
says Fofandi, adding SEAI is expecting 
a revival in Chinese demand this 
season. Around 2,000 boats operate 
from Mangrol harbour but Mangrol 
Kharva Boat Association (MKBA) says 
around a third of them won’t be able 

&/( .1';,1( !#'%#*$( &%#'( '1)'/*=( TM,)""(
&#,1(!#'%1.,1*(%)01(*/&(<11*()<"1(&/(
clear their loan dues for the past two 
years and they may not be able to cope 
with the increased input costs. Around 
30 per cent of boats here won’t be able 
to set sail as their owners have run out 
of their savings and creditworthiness,” 
says Jamnadas Vantur, vice-president 
of MKBA. Mukesh Panjari, president 
of Porbandar Machhimar Boat 
Association, says diesel priced at Rs 
65 was within tolerence limits of 
!#'%1.,1*=(TR1(2/;"+(101*('&.1&2%(#&(&/(
Rs 70. But Rs 97, which means at least 
Rs 80 for us, is way too high. This hurts 
especially in times when we have to go 
far from the coast in search of a good 
catch as pollution is destroying marine 
life in the near-coast waters, forcing 
us to burn more diesel,” Panjari says, 
adding around 30% of nearly 4,000 
boats in Porbandar may not be able 
to operate. Tulsi Gohel, president of 
Samyukta Machhimar Boat Association 
/4(H1.)0)">(&%1(").$1'&(!#'%#*$(%).</;.(
of the state with around 7,000 boats, 
also shares similar estimates. “The 
increased diesel prices can be back-
<.1)L#*$(4/.(!#'%1.,1*=(C%1(+#441.1*21(
in price of subsidised diesel kept the 
1).*#*$'( /4( !#'%1.,1*( ';'&)#*)<"1(
but we are entering a new territory 
now,” says Velji Masani, national 
president of All India Fishermen 
B''/2#)&#/*( )*+( )( !#'%1.,)*( 4./,(
W)*$./"=( C%1( !#'%1.,1*7'( 2/*21.*'(
are also due to instability in overseas 
!#'%( ,).L1&'>( ')3'( :%)*S#( GZ)( )"#)'(
Babubhai, president of MKBA. “Earlier, 
Chinese importers used to come here 
-1.'/*)""3>( 2%12L( &%1( X;)"#&3( /4( !#'%(
and pay advance after placing orders. 
C%#'( '&/--1+( !#01(31).'( )$/=([/8>(81(
'1""( /;.( !#'%( &/( &.)+1.'>( 8%/( #*( &;.*(
supply it to exporters. As they are 
not paying in advance, payment to 
!#'%1.,1*( #'( +1")31+( )*+( '/,1&#,1'(
traders manipulate the situation,” 
says Oza. Market functionaries also 
add that Mumbai, Ahmedabad, Pune, 
Surat, etc., are big domestic markets 
/4(!#'%(<;&()'(%/&1"'(81.1(2"/'1+(/.(+#+(
little business due to Covid-19, price 
/4( !#'%( 2),1( +/8*( #*( &%1( +/,1'&#2(
market as well.

9,2C,,)&1$,-,.&/#$3,&()1&1,,/&-,(&M&A()B&
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New Delhi, Agency. 

Last year, New Delhi's 20 million residents, who 
breathed some of the cleanest air on record in 
the summer because of coronavirus lockdown 
curbs, battled toxic air in winter following 
a sharp increase in farm residue burning in 
the nearby states of Punjab and Haryana. Air 
pollution is likely to reduce the life expectancy 
of about 40% of Indians by more than nine 
years, according to a report released by a U.S. 
research group on Wednesday. More than 480 
million people living in the vast swathes of 
central, eastern and northern India, including 
&%1(2)-#&)">([18(:1"%#>(1*+;.1('#$*#!#2)*&"3(%#$%(
pollution levels, said the report prepared by 
the Energy Policy Institute at the University of 
Chicago (EPIC). “Alarmingly, India’s high levels 
of air pollution have expanded geographically 
over time,” the EPIC report said. For example, 
)#.( X;)"#&3( %)'( '#$*#!#2)*&"3( 8/.'1*1+( #*( &%1(
western state of Maharashtra and the central 
state of Madhya Pradesh, it said. Lauding India’s 
National Clean Air Program (NCAP), launched in 

2019 to rein in dangerous pollution levels, the 
EPIC report said “achieving and sustaining” the 
NCAP goals would raise the country’s overall life 
expectancy by 1.7 years and that of New Delhi 
3.1 years. The NCAP aims to reduce pollution in 
the 102 worst-affected cities by 20%-30% by 
2024 by ensuring cuts in industrial emissions 
and vehicular exhaust, introducing stringent 
rules for transport fuels and biomass burning 

and reduce dust pollution. It will also 
entail better monitoring systems. New 
Delhi was the world’s most polluted 
capital for the third straight year in 
2020, according to IQAir, a Swiss group 
that measures air quality levels based 
on the concentration of lung-damaging 
airborne particles known as PM2.5. Last 
year, New Delhi’s 20 million residents, 
who breathed some of the cleanest air 
on record in the summer because of 
coronavirus lockdown curbs, battled 
toxic air in winter following a sharp 
increase in farm residue burning in the 
nearby states of Punjab and Haryana. 

B22/.+#*$(&/(&%1(\D5E7'(!#*+#*$'>(*1#$%</;.#*$(
Bangladesh could raise average life expectancy 
by 5.4 years if the country improves air quality 
to levels recommended by the World Health 
Organization. To arrive at the life expectancy 
number, EPIC compared the health of people 
exposed to different levels of long-term air 
pollution and applied the results to various 
places in India and elsewhere.

;0..*%0)&.$7,.B&20&3*2&Y&B,(#-&0<&.$<,&
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Firozabad, Agency. 

A viral fever that is suspected to be dengue 
has killed around 40 people, including 
32 children, over the past week in Uttar 
Pradesh’s Firozabad. Chief Minister 
Yogi Adityanath visited the government 
hospital in the town on Monday to review 
the progress of treatment, and measures 
taken to prevent dengue. “There have 
been nearly 40 deaths in Firozabad in the 
last one week. Primary cause appears 
to be dengue, though other causes are 
being ascertained as well,”. Agra Divisional 
Commissioner Amit Gupta said. “We have 
ramped up measures to provide platelets to 
the concerned hospitals, and they are being 
brought from Agra as well. Inspections are 
<1#*$(2)..#1+(/;&(<3(/4!#2#)"( &1),'=?(6;-&)(
said that a viral fever has been reported 
as a symptom in most of these cases. The 
commissioner said that some deaths had 
been reported from Mathura which is part 
of Agra division as well. These deaths were, 
however, attributed to scrub typhus, which, 
like dengue, is a vector borne disease, but 
which is caused by bacteria, not virus. 
G4!#2#)"'(')#+(&%1.1(81.1*7&(,)*3(2)'1'(31&(
of viral illness in Agra itself or in Mainpuri, 
but the medical department had been 

asked to remain vigilant. Both government 
/4!#2#)"'( )*+( "/2)"( -1/-"1( #*( Y#./Z)<)+( )(
town located about 35 km from Agra, and 
which is known for its glassmaking industry 
')#+(&%1(!#.'&(2)'1'(/4(4101.(81.1('11*()4&1.(
Rakhi last week. “Suspected dengue cases 
have been reported in about eight or nine 
colonies [in the town],” Adityanath said. 
“When the medical department came to 
know [of the outbreak], they informed 
higher authorities. A separate ward was 
set up at the medical college.” The Chief 
Minister said he had reviewed the situation 
personally, and had asked for a report on the 
causes of the outbreak. “If any negligence 

#'( 4/;*+>( .1'-/*'#<#"#&3( 8#""( <1( !#I1+>?( %1(
said. Adityanath told reporters that 32 
children and seven adults had died during 
treatment, both at homes and in hospitals. 
Two of the children had been brought dead 
to the government hospital, he said. The 
Chief Minister has directed authorities to 
thoroughly examine all cases of viral fever, 
and to send the patients’ blood samples 
to the Post-Graduate Institute of Medical 
Sciences in Lucknow for examination. At the 
paediatrics section of Firozabad Medical 
College on Tuesday evening, the rush of 
patients was more than normal. Several 
parents huddling in covered spaces waiting 

for the rain to stop were clutching medical 
reports wrapped in polythene packets, 
<1'#+1'( 8)&1.( </&&"1'( )*+( &#4!#*( </I1'=( B'(
of Tuesday evening, 210 children were 
admitted to the 300-bed facility. Residents 
and doctors from Kannauj, Etawah, and 
Agra have been assigned duties at the 
medical college, which was set up only 
two years ago. “In children, the symptoms 
begin with fever, diarrhoea, and vomiting, 
Dr Sangeeta Aneja, Dean, Autonomous 
State Medical College, Firozabad, said. 
“On Tuesday, we had 23 positive cases of 
dengue in the hospital. We are monitoring 
the children round the clock, and setting up 
blood banks to ensure optimal distribution 
of blood platelets. There is also a high 
discharge rate. The next few days will be 
closely observed,” she said. According to 
Dr Aneja, one of the minors who died at 
the hospital had asthma; the platelet count 
of another had fallen dangerously; and a 
third child had died of aspiration following 
vomiting. The children were being tested 
for Covid too, and so far no patient had 
<11*( 4/;*+( -/'#&#01>( /4!#2#)"'( ')#+=( U/2)"(
people said they had not seen such a severe 
outbreak of dengue ever in this region. “For 
the last two-three days, my son had a fever, 
and it was not coming down.

Mohali, Agency.  

Five accused Sukhmeet Pal Singh, Sukhdeep Singh, 
Gurjeet Singh, Inderjeet Singh and Sukhraj Singh were 
brought to the court from the jail while three accused 
Ravinder Singh, Jagroop Singh and Akashdeep Singh 
Dhaliwal were on bail. The special court of the National 
Investigation Agency (NIA) on Tuesday framed charges 
against eight people involved in the murder of Shaurya 
Chakra awardee Balwinder Singh Sandhu. The court also discharged 13 people in the case. 
The court of special NIA judge Karunesh Kumar framed charges against Sukhmeet Pal Singh, 
Sukhdeep Singh, Gurjeet Singh, Inderjeet Singh, Sukhraj Singh, Ravinder Singh, Jagroop 
Singh and Akashdeep Singh Dhaliwal under sections 302 (murder), 201 (destruction of 
evidence), 202 (whoever, knowing or having reason to believe that an offence has been 
committed, intentionally omits to give any information respecting that offence), 212 
(harbouring offenders), 216 (if the offence for which the person was in custody or is 
ordered to be apprehended is punishable with death), 120-B (criminal conspiracy), 148 
(rioting, armed with deadly weapons) and 149 (unlawful assembly) of the Indian Penal 
Code; sections 25, 27, 54 and 59 of the Arms Act and sections 16, 17, 18, 18-A, 18-B, 19, 
20 and 38 of the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act. Five accused Sukhmeet Pal Singh, 
Sukhdeep Singh, Gurjeet Singh, Inderjeet Singh and Sukhraj Singh were brought to the 
court from the jail while three accused Ravinder Singh, Jagroop Singh and Akashdeep Singh 
:%)"#8)"(81.1(/*(<)#"=(C%1(2/;.&(!#I1+(M1-&1,<1.(Q]()'(&%1(*1I&(+)&1(/4(%1).#*$=(J)"8#*+1.(
Singh was murdered in October last year outside his residence-cum-school in Tarn Taran 
district. In January this year, the NIA had taken up the investigation of the case from the 
Punjab Police. Sandhu was instrumental in the eradication of terrorism in the state and was 
awarded the Shaurya Chakra. He was on the list of some extremist groups.
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SC orders status quo on Patna 
HC order directing demolition 
of ‘proposed Waqf Bhawan’

New Delhi, Agency.  

A three-judge bench headed by Justice U U Lalit 
#'';1+( */&#21( /*( -1&#&#/*'( !#"1+( <3( &%1( J#%).( M&)&1(
Sunni Waqf Board, Bihar State Building Construction 
Corporation (BSBCC) and the State of Bihar. The 
Supreme Court on Monday ordered status quo on 
the Patna High Court’s order directing demolition of 
a “proposed Waqf Bhawan” building constructed “in 
close proximity…of the newly inaugurated Centenary 
Building” of the HC in “brazen violation” of the 
provisions of The Waqf Act, 1995; Bihar Municipal 
Act, 2007; and Bihar Building By-Laws, 2014. A 
three-judge bench headed by Justice U U Lalit issued 
*/&#21( /*( -1&#&#/*'( !#"1+( <3( &%1( J#%).( M&)&1( M;**#(
Waqf Board, Bihar State Building Construction 
Corporation (BSBCC) and the State of Bihar. The 
court will now hear the matter on October 18. The HC 
had on August 3 directed demolition of the structure 
)4&1.(!#*+#*$(&%)&(#&(8)'(2/*'&.;2&1+(8#&%/;&()(0)"#+(
sanction plan approved by a ‘government architect’. 

“Such construction made without a valid sanction 
plan must thus be held to be an illegality rather than 
a mere irregularity,” the court held. In its appeal, 
the Waqf Board contended that the project was 
undertaken in consonance with the Wakf Act, 1995 
and was approved by a government architect. It 
pointed out that according to bylaw no. 8(1) (A) 
of the Bihar Building Bylaws, no permission was 
necessary from Patna Municipal Corporation for 
the works carried out by the state government 
department/Bihar State Housing Board, if the plans 
are signed by government architect. “In the present 
case, the construction plans were approved by the 
Minority Welfare Department, Government of Bihar, 
and the Map and Plan of construction was approved 
by the senior architect of the Bihar State Building 
Construction Corporation, which is a government 
company,” the Waqf Board contended. “Therefore, 

the construction having been carried out by the state 
department and the plan having been approved by the 
senior architect of Bihar State Building Construction 
Corporation, no separate sanction was required 
from the Patna Municipal Corporation.” On the High 
E/;.&( !#*+#*$( &%)&( &%1( 2/*'&.;2&#/*( %)+( 0#/")&1+(
bylaw no. 21, which “stipulates an unexceptionable 
and absolute embargo upon construction of any 
building exceeding 10 meters in height within 200 
meters radius of the boundary of important buildings 
including the High Court”, the Waqf Board pointed 
out that state authorities as well as the Board “had 
themselves agreed to demolish the offending portion 
of the building (i.e. to bring the building within the 
height of 10 meters)”. The building is about 40-42 
feet in height. While the HC was seized of the matter, a 
meeting held under Bihar Chief Secretary had agreed, 
among others, to limit the height of the building 
to 10 metres, to screen the boundary towards the 
High Court with steel/alloy sheet and not to use the 
-.1,#'1'(4/.(T,;')!#.L%)*)?=(

This was then presented to the HC, which however 
rejected it, saying it was “too late in the day for 
damage control”. The HC said, “the respondents have 
collectively undermined the statutory provisions 
with complete abandon and lack of accountability 
far beyond the limits of mere negligence.” The HC 
had said that the land on which the building stood 
had been used as a qabristan and dargah since time 
immemorial and that “no material or document has 
been brought before us to indicate that the nature 
of the land was ever changed to allow construction 
of building of the nature proposed”. Contrary to the 
Waqf Act, which empowers the Board to execute 
+101"/-,1*&(8/.L(4./,(R)X4(4;*+'(/.(4./,(!#*)*21'(
which may be raised on the security of the properties 
of the Waqf concerned, the building in question was 
constructed using funds released by the Bihar State 
Minority Welfare Department, it said.
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Referring to the evolving situation 
in Afghanistan, External Affairs 
Minister S Jaishankar told the Rajya 
Sabha on July 29, “We will work 
with the international community to 
ensure that political negotiation[s] 
for settlement are pursued and we 
will never accept any outcome which 
is decided by force.” Now, only a 
month later, as the last US aircraft 
left the Kabul airport, if the erudite 
K)#'%)*L).( .1!"12&'( /*( 5*+#)7'( -/"#23(
towards Afghanistan in the recent 
past, he would ponder over the 
cruelty of categorical assertions in 
!";#+('#&;)&#/*'=(J3(1*+9K;"3>(&%1(^)<;"(
political elite was crumbling. At its 
head was a president to whom India 
had inexplicably attached itself. Indian 
policymakers obviously thought 
much of this man, who scooted from 
the Afghan capital when his people 
needed him the most. It was also clear 
by then that the Taliban had gained 
unstoppable military momentum. 
Was it conceivable, then, that its 
military success would not translate 
into political dominance? Jaishankar’s 
strong comment becomes all the 
more intriguing because at least one 
branch of government had reached 
the conclusion that the Taliban 
would take over Kabul. Speaking at 
a think-tank on August 25, Chief of 
Defence Staff General Bipin Rawat 
said: “From India’s perspective, we 
were anticipating a Taliban takeover 
of Afghanistan.” He went on to add, 
“Yes, the timelines certainly surprised 
us. We were anticipating this thing 
happening a couple of months down 
the line.” General Rawat would, 
perhaps, not have been taken by 
surprise if the Indian army had 
'&;+#1+( &%1( *)&;.1( /4( 8).!#$%&#*$(
in Afghanistan and also the ethos 
of the main body of the Afghan 
security forces built up under the 
Americans. This only emphasises 
the need for closer scrutiny of the 
nature of military forces in regions 
of concern to our security interests. 
The Taliban are now in Kabul. The 
D)*S'%#.#(+1!#)*21("1+(<3(4/.,1.(H#219
President Amrullah Saleh is unlikely 
to go anywhere without considerable 
and abiding support from the US and 
)( !#.,( 2/,,#&,1*&( 4./,( C)S#L#'&)*=(
Amrullah is courageous and resolute 
but these qualities alone in an 
individual or a group cannot sustain 
insurgencies. The Taliban grip over 
Afghanistan will only strengthen 
unless there is a popular revolt 
against it in the cities and non-
Pashtun areas. Such a revolt occurred 
in 1997 in Mazar-e-Sharif against the 
Taliban but at that stage, there was 
a unique set of factors that led to it. 
Thus, the chances of an uprising of 
the non-Pashtun people against the 
Taliban is remote, especially as the 
evidence suggests that the group has 

gained ground among them too. After 
)(!";..3(/4()2&#0#&3(<1&811*("1)+1.'(/4(
the extinguished Afghan Republic and 
the Taliban on central government 
formation, there has been no news 
of the process for more than a week. 
It would seem that the Taliban has 
remained rigid on its core positions. 
However, there is continuous pressure 
on Taliban leaders and Pakistan 
from the Western donor community 
for the formation of a government 
acceptable to it. Certainly, assurances 
would be sought from the Taliban not 
only by the West but also by Russia 
and, perhaps, China that there will be 
no attempt to put in place the 1990s 
practices of the Islamic Emirate on 
gender issues and the more medieval 
manifestations of the Sharia. Some 
C)"#<)*("1)+1.'(8/;"+(8)*&(!#*)*2#)"(
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of the Afghan economy. But will they 
be able to persuade their more insular 
colleagues to pay heed to these 
demands? Certainly, Pakistan, fearful 
of large refugee movements across 
the Durand Line, can be expected to 
lean on these leaders on government 
formation and to put forward a more 
moderate face. It is certain that the US 
will keep close scrutiny on the Taliban 
to honour its commitment on al Qaeda 
and will demand that it continues to 
cooperate on ISIS-K extermination, 
an objective shared by Russia. The US 
will also not hesitate to take further 
aerial action against targets on 
Afghan soil. Diplomatic recognition 
of a Taliban government, including 
allowing it to occupy the United 
Nations seat in the forthcoming 
future will depend on its acceptability. 
However, the US and EU will not be 
reluctant to maintain open and direct 
contact with a Taliban government. 
M/,1(#*!";1*&#)"(2/;*&.#1'>("#L1(E%#*)>(
though may be more aggressive on 
the diplomatic recognition front. 
India continues to “wait and watch” 
Afghan developments. While it does 
so, many new terms are being added 
to the Indian diplomatic lexicon by 
supporters of such an approach. 
These include “strategic patience” 
and not granting “legitimacy”. While 
some members of the Indian foreign 

policy and strategic community now 
seem willing to accept the need for 
open contact with the Taliban by the 
government, others are not willing to 
go so far. The latter are suggesting out-
of-sight contacts would be preferable. 
The external affairs minister has 
indirectly conceded that there have 
been such contacts with the Taliban, 
if only for functional reasons. What 
is being overlooked is that “strategic 
patience” cannot be an alibi for 
inaction. The invocation of the British 
Raj policy of “masterly inactivity” by 
'/,1('2%/").'(+1!#1'("/$#2(4/.(#&()--"#1+(
in a completely different context. 
In any event, it accepted the person 
who controlled Kabul. Besides, while 
diplomatic recognition or its denial 
#'( )( '-12#!#2( )2&( /4( )( 2/;*&.3( #*( #*&1.9
state relations, “legitimacy” is more 
applicable in the internal jurisdiction 
of countries. Its application in inter-
state relations can open a box best 
left closed. Finally, India “waited and 
watched” Afghan developments from 
the sidelines, at least since the US-
Taliban deal. It apparently hoped 
that the day of the withdrawal of US 
forces would not come. How long will 
India continue to “wait and watch”? 
The Taliban spokespersons have been 
equivocal while speaking about India. 
Some have warned this country not to 
interfere in Afghan affairs while others 
have welcomed India’s continuing 
involvement in the economic 
reconstruction of Afghanistan. They 
have stressed that Afghan soil will not 
be used against third countries. All 
this cannot be taken at face value, but 
to explore the Taliban’s approaches 
towards India there is an obvious need 
to establish open and direct contacts 
with it. That will also allow India 
to convey its red lines. This should 
not be confused with diplomatic 
recognition. The establishment of open 
contacts with the Taliban will not be 
contradictory to actively welcoming 
those Afghans, irrespective of their 
faith, who are closely connected 
with India. It would damage India’s 
reputation greatly and into the future, if 
perceptions grow, as they are growing, 
that India has abandoned its friends in 
Afghanistan at the time of their need.

I travelled to Amritsar to pay obeisance at the Golden 
Temple and Durgiana Mandir, both powerful symbols 
of Punjab’s syncretic past and present. These shrines 
are revered by Hindus and Sikhs alike. They symbolise 
the quintessence of the state’s ethos Punjab, Punjabi 
and Punjabiyat. Since the prime minister had made a 
grandiloquent announcement that August 14 every year 
would be observed as Partition Horrors Remembrance 
Day, I made it a point to spend an hour in the Partition 
Museum located in the iconic Town Hall building. It was 
a sobering walk down the bloodstained pathways of 
history that stand as mute witnesses to the depravity of 
humankind. I was born 18 years after Partition and grew 
up in Le Corbusier’s little fantasy town, Chandigarh. Our 
parents and even grandparents never really ever talked 
about the Partition. There was always the collective 
+1'#.1(&/( S;'&(,/01(/*=(W3(!#.'&(.1)"()2X;)#*&)*21(8#&%(
the horrors that unfolded during the months before 
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parliamentary election campaign. As we hopped from 
village to village, many of them with typically Muslim 
sounding names especially along the banks of the 
river Satluj, one of our MLAs who is getting on in years 
educated me by reliving those traumatic times. He had 
come across from Sialkot, now in the Punjab that is part 
of Pakistan, to the rural heartland of east Punjab (Indian 
Punjab) in a buffalo-drawn wagon and had seen it all 
!#.'&(%)*+=(C%1(0#0#+(,1,/.#1'(/4(&%/'1(+)3'(8/;"+('&#""(
bring a lump to his throat. The term he used to describe 
the Partition was “ujara” or devastation, not “batwara” 
or division. Over the next 10 years from 2004-14, as we 
bounced from village to village during my public outreach 
programme in Ludhiana, this elderly gentleman became 
a kaleidoscope of memories about life before and after 
the Partition. He would emotionally recount the horror of 
that two-and-a-half month journey that uprooted them 
from their home and hearth and transported them into 
completely alien environs and the struggle to build a life 
all over again. The reason I have recounted this episode 
in detail is to attempt to bring home the bewilderment 
of an 11-year-old boy becoming an outsider in his home 
in the blink of an eye. This was the fate of millions like 
him. This is what Partition means to us Punjabis. Over 
5,00,000 people are said to have perished on the borders 
of a divided Punjab between July and September of 1947. 
Over 15 million crossed over the lines drawn on a map 
by the British barrister Sir Cyril Radcliffe who had not 
even set foot in India before unleashing this perversity. 
Independence meant rape, homelessness, if not death 
for many. Hindu, Sikh or Muslim, it didn’t matter. It 
was equal opportunity free-for-all mayhem. In Bengal, 
the wanton loot and bloodletting on Direct Action Day, 
Noakhali riots, the Kalshira massacre, Nachole killings, 
)*+(,)*3(,/.1(';2%(%/..#!#2(&.)$1+#1'>(%)01('&)#*1+(/;.(
history books. While there are a myriad of theories about 
what led to the Partition whether it was an imperial plot 
or events overwhelmed the makers of modern India and 
therefore made it inevitable the fact remains that what 
emerged out of the ravages of this inferno was an Islamic 
Pakistan and two competing visions of India. 

Anita Karwal 

Out of the 293 transformative paragraphs of the National 
Education Policy 2020, about 180 are dedicated to 
school education. Provisions of 86 of those paragraphs 
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that was approved by the Union government on August 
4. Recently, a video of a six-year-old girl making a strong 
case for reducing the burden of studies went viral. This 
monologue was an appeal to usher in joyful education 
in our schools. Samagra Shiksha or holistic education 
is essentially joyful education: It encompasses the 
physical, social, emotional, and mental well-being of 
the child alongside academic and skill development in 
an integrated format. Version 2.0 of the scheme focuses 
on access and retention, strengthening foundations, 
equity and inclusion, quality and standards, holistic 
curriculum and pedagogy, assessment reforms, 
capacity building and stakeholder participation, 
and technology integration. There are over 25 crore 
2%#"+.1*( #*( &%1( b9Qc( )$1( $./;-=( C%1( !#.'&( &%#*$( &%13(
require is affordable access to quality education. The 
scheme has been funding basic school infrastructure, 
textbooks, uniforms and admissions to private schools 
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pre-school infrastructure and workshop/laboratory 
cum classroom for vocational education shall also be 
funded in the 2.0 scheme. For retention after class 8 and 
10, the scheme will provide transport for students to 
attend formal school. It aims to attract 16 to 19 year-old 
out-of-school children through the Open School system. 
From the pre-school stage itself, it is crucial to focus on 
learning to read, write, communicate and do basic math 
operations. The NIPUN Bharat Mission for foundational 
"#&1.)23()*+(*;,1.)23(#'()(!#.'&9&#,1(2/,-/*1*&(;*+1.(
the new Samagra Shiksha. Play and toy-based teaching-
learning material and pedagogy will be the cornerstone 
of building this foundation. On connecting and engaging 
with people, objects, representations, children acquire a 
context. Play-based learning is strongly linked cognitive, 
language, thinking, communication, collaboration 
and psychomotor skills. Gender-related interventions 
have been strengthened by giving additional funds for 
extending Kasturba Gandhi Balika Vidyalayas to grade 
12, and provisioning of sanitary pad vending machines 
and incinerators in all girls’ hostels. The self-defence 
training component is now extended from grades 6 
to 12. Disabled girls from pre-school to grade 12 will 
now get a separate amount as a stipend and separate 
funding for aids and appliances, etc. There are 21 
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of special educators and equipping Block Resource 
Centres and home-based schooling for severe and 
profound disabilities. The quality and standards 
component has several new aspects too. Aside from 
DIKSHA, ICT Labs, other digital initiatives, science 
labs, engaging teaching-learning material, curricular 
and pedagogical reforms, and tinkering labs,, the 
inclusion of a holistic progress card, topic circles, 
bagless days, criterion-referenced item banks, and 
'2%//"( 2/,-"1I1'( 4/.( 14!#2#1*&( '2%//"#*$>( %1.)"+'( )(
shift towards competency-based education. 
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How holistic education can 
infuse positivity in school system

Udaya S Mishra , William Joe 

The pandemic’s persistence and the 
devastation of two waves of widespread 
#*412&#/*( %)01( "1+( &/( '1.#/;'( '2#1*&#!#2(
engagement with the assessment of 
its possible trajectories, particularly 
after the vaccination drive has been in 
full swing as well as the periodic sero-
positivity surveillance. At the onset of 
the pandemic, the common yardstick 
of its intensity was the case fatality 
rates and the use of this measure for 
comparison was fraught with many 
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to have the corresponding fatalities of 
the cases that were in the denominator 
and, therefore, a lagged measure of case 
fatality was preferred. However, this 
measure did not entail an appropriate 
comparison across the population 
given that the fatality associated with 
E/0#+9Q_( #*&1*'#!#1+(8#&%( -.19+#'-/'1+(
risks of the patient in terms of chronic 
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along with the presentation of the case 
at a hospital. Case fatality rates were 
further conditioned by the available 
health infrastructure as well as the 
inadequacy of critical care availability. 
These limitations have made case fatality 
rates less visible in the current discourse, 
following the devastating fatality levels 
(otherwise understated in government 
records) and with the rising levels 
of testing with increasing capacities 
all across the nation. Alternatively, 
when two waves of the infection have 
already passed, it is assumed that a 
much greater number of the population 
got exposed to the infection without 
realising it, and either lost the battle or 
recovered. This is also the impression 
that is emerging from the periodic sero-
';.01#"")*21(!#*+#*$'(&%1(*;,<1.'('11,(
to be systematically improving over 
time in the Indian population in general, 
with wide variations across regions. The 

most recent yardstick of Test Positivity 
Rates (TPR) guiding the trajectory of 
the pandemic in terms of its potential 
spread as well as the differential levels 
of containment measures appears to 
indicate something that is unbelievable. 
The trends in sero-prevalence coupled 
with the levels of immunisation coverage 
and a very low level of TPR situates the 
regions of India with relatively poor 
infrastructure and human resources for 
healthcare in an advantageous position 
against regions that have all the systems 
and protocols in place. The most recent 
mapping of the infection around the 
country shows that Kerala is contributing 
half the national infection rates with 
unacceptably high levels of TPR. This is 
not only surprising but raises genuine 
doubts about the comparability of TPR 
levels. Comparability not only depends 
on the magnitude of testing but also the 
testing protocols adopted by the health 
system. Test positivity rates are not 

merely a function of the levels of testing 
carried out but also the entire “tracing, 
tracking and testing” protocol followed 
by the system. 

While the spread of infection is 
undoubtedly shaped by the violation 
of Covid protocols, it is also largely the 
asymptomatic carriers that are spreading 
it within homes or the community. In 
Kerala, the testing is done in clusters 
where positive cases are found and 
the likelihood of positivity is obviously 
greater than the general population. The 
use of interstate comparison of TPRs to 
2/,,1*&( /*( )( '&)&17'( 14!#2#1*23( '11,'(
far-fetched, overlooking the manner and 
extent of testing. Testing is a voluntary 
initiative apart from cases presenting in 
clinical facilities. Kerala’s population has 
volunteered for more testing because a 
negative test is a prerequisite for intra-
state mobility. Comparisons of TPR 
should not ignore the fact that access 
to testing infrastructure varies widely 

across states. Greater access to testing 
and greater sensitivity to the spread 
of Covid-19 makes Kerala’s numbers 
higher and more genuine. 

The TPR mapping across the country 
could well be illusory, if a large majority 
is neither tested nor vaccinated, and 
the sero-prevalence indicates greater 
immunity compared to Kerala’s 
population. If a genuine comparative 
assessment is to be made then the entire 
road from the detection of infection to 
recovery has to be evaluated. Such an 
evaluation should include the number 
of patients needing hospitalised 
care, the rate of their progression to 
oxygen dependence, ICU care and 
01*&#")&/.'()*+(!#*)""3>( 4)&)"#&#1'=( 5*(4)2&>(
comparative evaluation of this kind is 
perhaps not possible in many of the 
northern and eastern states, given the 
abysmal inadequacy of infrastructure 
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fatality rate as of August 20 remains 
among the lowest  0.51 of all Indian 
states and against a national average 
CFR of 1.36. This bears true testimony 
to the management of the infection by 
the healthcare system of the state. The 
claimed immunity across a majority 
/4( 5*+#)*( '&)&1'( ,)3( <1( 4)"'#!#1+( )$)#*(
with the emergence of another wave 
after the festive season. It is clear that 
any opportunity to demolish the image 
of a protocol-driven, well-functioning 
healthcare system is used by those 
engaged in competitive politics based on 
false assumptions. These assumptions 
can put the entire population at risk 
of a devastating third, fourth wave. 
The lesson is to avoid politics and 
politicisation when it comes to human 
lives. The pandemic scenario will remain 
gloomy until and unless vaccination 
coverage is advanced and healthcare 
infrastructure is increased to meet 
future uncertainties.

Understanding why Kerala’s 
Covid caseload remains high

The Panjshiri 
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by former 
Vice-President 
Amrullah Saleh 

is unlikely to 
go anywhere 

without 
considerable 
and abiding 

support 
from the US 
%&!(%(#$*+(

commitment 
from Tajikistan. 
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comparison across the population given that the 
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presentation of the case at a hospital. 
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INTERNATIONAL
Why China’s new maritime law might 
spike tensions in South China Sea

United Nations, Agency.  

Foreign vessels, both military and 
commercial, will be henceforth 
required to submit to Chinese 
supervision in “Chinese territorial 
waters,” as per the new law. From 
Sept.1, China’s new maritime rules 
designed to control the entry of 
foreign vessels in what Beijing calls 
“Chinese territorial waters” take 
effect. The move is expected to 
have far-reaching consequences for 
passage of vessels, both commercial 
and military, in the disputed South 
China Sea, East China Sea and Taiwan 
Strait, and is likely to escalate the 
existing tension with the US and its 
neighbours in the region. Foreign 
vessels, both military and commercial, 
will be henceforth required to submit 
to Chinese supervision in “Chinese 
territorial waters,” as per the new 
law. The state-run Global Times, 
quoting the country’s Maritime 
Safety Administration, said that 
“operators of submersibles, nuclear 
vessels, ships carrying radioactive 
materials and ships carrying bulk 
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other toxic and harmful substances 
are required to report their detailed 
information upon their visits to 
Chinese territorial waters”. The 
report goes on to add that vessels 
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safety of China” will be required to 
report their name, call sign, current 
position and next port of call and 
estimated time of arrival. The name of 
shipborne dangerous goods and cargo 
deadweight will also be required. Dr. 
Monika Chansoria, Senior Fellow at 
the Japan Institute of International 
Affairs (JIIA) in Tokyo and who 
specialises in contemporary Asian 
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termed the move as a follow-up to a 
series of decisions that have raised 
the ante in the East China Sea and the 
South China Sea since 2020. Referring 
to the February 2021 law that 
authorised the Chinese Coast Guard 
to use weapons on foreign vessels 
and to demolish economic structures 
in disputed areas, Dr. Chansoria said 
the country’s coast guard is now a 
“quasi-military organisation falling 
under the PLA’s [People’s Liberation 
Army] chain of command”. “All these 
pronouncements are very alarming, 
as they heighten the risk of a possible 
miscalculation, which can threaten 
the overall stability and security in 
the South China Sea, East China Sea, 
and across the Taiwan Strait,” Dr 

Chansoria told The Indian Express 
in an email interview. The South 
China Sea, which lies between China, 
Taiwan, the Philippines, Brunei, 
Malaysia, Indonesia and Vietnam, is of 
great economic importance globally. 
Nearly one-third of the world’s 
shipping passes through its lanes, 
and the waters house numerous 
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route for India, both militarily and 
commercially. The South China Sea 
plays a vital role in facilitating India’s 
trade with Japan, South Korea and 
ASEAN countries, and assists in the 
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supplies. In fact, the Ministry of 
External Affairs estimates that more 
than 55% of India’s trade passes 
through the South China Sea and 
Malacca Straits. 

India is also involved in oil and 
gas exploration in offshore blocks 
in the margins of the Sea, which 
has led to standoffs with Chinese 
authorities. The waters around China 
are hotly contested. Under a “nine-
dash line” map, China claims most of 
the South China Sea as its sovereign 
territory. This claim is contested by 
its neighbours in the region and by 
the United States, which, though it has 
no claim in the Sea, backs the smaller 

1*2"!1+% "1% 2'(% ."0'2% *0*"1+2% <'"1(+(%
overreach. The two countries recently 
sparred over the issue at a UN meeting 
on maritime security, with US saying 
that it has seen “provocative actions 
to advance unlawful maritime claims” 
and China retorting that the US has 
been “arbitrarily sending advanced 
military vessels and aircraft into the 
South China Sea as provocations”. 
Currently, international maritime 
activities are governed by an 
international agreement called the 
United Nations Convention on the 
Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) of which 
China, India and over a hundred 
other countries are signatories (the 
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states have the right to implement 
territorial rights up to 12 nautical 
miles into the sea. The UNCLOS also 
states that all vessels have the right 
of “innocent passage” through this 
region – China’s new law violates this. 
As the law comes into effect, several 
questions remain. For one, it is unclear 
how China intends to implement the 
regulation. The US, which routinely 
holds naval exercises in the region, is 
unlikely to abide by Beijing’s law. It 
also remains to be seen how the rest 
of the UNCLOS signatories react to 
this challenge to the agreement.

India’s month-long Presidency of powerful UNSC ends 
with ‘substantive’ outcomes on key global issues

United Nations, Agency.  

Several UN member states tweeted to express gratitude to 
India for its leadership of the Council during the month. 
India’s month-long Presidency of the powerful UN Security 
Council has ended with “substantive” outcomes on key 
global issues including a strong resolution on the situation 
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and demanded that the Afghan territory not be used to 
threaten any country or shelter terrorists. India, currently 
serving a two-year term as a non-permanent member 
of the 15-nation Security Council, assumed the rotating 
Presidency of the UN body for the month of August. The 
94(+"/(1&6%(1/(/%D"2'%2'(%."4+2%4(+!#-2"!1%A("10%*/!:2(/%
by the Council on the situation in Afghanistan following 
the takeover of Kabul by the Taliban on the penultimate 
day of India’s Presidency of the Security Council for the 
month of August. “As we wind down our Presidency of UN 
#SecurityCouncil, we thank all colleagues in #UNSC for 
their tremendous support to make our Presidency a success 
with many substantive outcomes,” India’s Permanent 
Representative to the UN Ambassador T S Tirumurti 
tweeted on Tuesday. “I & @IndiaUNNewYork wish incoming 
Presidency @irishmissionun & Amb Geraldine Nason all 
success,” he said. US Ambassador to the UN Linda Thomas-
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of the UN Security Council for the month of August. “Your 
leadership and resilience saw us through many challenging 
issues especially the situation in Afghanistan,” she said. 
“Thanks to @IndiaUNNewYork for a successful presidency 
during August. Highlights included: meeting on maritime 
security chaired by PM @narendramodi; and focus on 
peacekeeping & technology, and on counter-terrorism. 
Which can only mean 1 thing  we’re up next!” Ireland’s 
mission to the UN said. Foreign Secretary Harsh Vardhan 
Shringla chaired the UNSC meeting on Afghanistan in 
which the resolution was adopted. “I was in particular very 
happy to preside over the adoption of today’s important 
resolution on Afghanistan, which has unequivocally 
conveyed that Afghanistan’s territory should not be used to 
threaten or attack any country or to shelter, train terrorists 
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“It underlines terrorist individuals and entities 
designated by UN Security Council (resolution) 1267. This 
is of direct importance to India,” he added. Under India’s 
Presidency, the Council held three sessions on Afghanistan 
and issued three press statements on August 3, 16 and 
27, the last one strongly condemning the “deplorable 
attacks” near the Hamid Karzai International Airport in 
Kabul on August 26. On the penultimate day of India’s 
Presidency, the Council issued the strong resolution 
on Afghanistan “demands that Afghan territory not be 
used to threaten or attack any country or to shelter or 
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and reiterates the importance of combating terrorism 
in Afghanistan, including those individuals and entities 
designated pursuant to resolution 1267 (1999), and notes 
the Taliban’s relevant commitments.” India began its 
Presidency with a high-level signature event on maritime 
security presided over by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, 
with Tirumurti describing it as “path-breaking” in many 
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India chaired the Security Council. The event was the 
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the holistic concept of maritime security. There was also 
a Presidential Statement on maritime security which 
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concept. “The Presidential Statement deals with important 
issues relating to Maritime Security, including the place 
of UNCLOS (United Nations Convention on the Law of the 
Sea) in Maritime Security, freedom of navigation, terrorism, 
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drugs and humans, the place of regional and sub-regional 
organisations in this context, piracy,” Tirumurti had said. 
External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar chaired the two 
other signature events  on Peacekeeping and Technology 
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Tirumurti had underlined that the event on peacekeeping 
showcased India’s strong commitment to peacekeeping, 
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India exchanged an MoU with the UN in support of the 
‘Partnership for Technology in Peacekeeping’ initiative and 
to UN C4ISR Academy. Highlighting the several “historic 
."4+2+W% 2'*2% 71/"*% *&'"(J(/% 2'4!-0'% 2'"+% (J(12% *+%D(##$% '(%
'*/% +*"/% 5!4% 2'(% ."4+2% 2")($% 71/"*% /4*52(/% *% 4(+!#-2"!1% !1%
peacekeeping focused on ensuring accountability for crimes 
against peacekeepers. The resolution was sponsored by 80 
member states, including all 15 members of the Security 
Council, “which is not often seen in the Security Council,” 
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Council held an Open Debate focused exclusively on how 
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the Security Council adopted a Presidential Statement on 
the topic of technology and peacekeeping,” he had said. 
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Da’esh, the Council unanimously issued a press statement 
that reiterated that they condemn in the strongest terms 
all instances of terrorism and noted with concern that ISIL 
(Da’esh) could regain the ability to launch or orchestrate 
international terrorist attacks. Under India’s presidency, 
the Council successfully steered the discussions on various 
peace and security issues that are on its agenda, including 
Afghanistan, Myanmar, Syria, Yemen, and the Middle East 
Peace Process. Several UN member states tweeted to express 
gratitude to India for its leadership of the Council during 
the month. “Brazil extends its warm congratulations to the 
whole team of @IndiaUNNewYork our partner in BRICS 
and IBSA for presiding over the @UN Security Council in 
a specially critical month. As an incoming Council member, 
we look forward to working together next year,” Brazil’s 
Mission to the UN said. Permanent Representative of Qatar 
to the UN Ambassador Alya Ahmed Saif Al Thani and UAE 
Mission to the UN congratulated India for the successful 
presidency of the UNSC during August. Switzerland Mission 
at the UN thanked “@ambtstirumurti for today’s wrap up 
of a successful #UNSC presidency. This month underscored 
the need to Respect #HumanRights & #IHL in Afghanistan, 
Improve measures to protect #peacekeepers, Strengthen 
int’l response to humanitarian crises.” “Thank you India 
for your dedicated leadership & spirit of transparency as 
President of the #SecurityCouncil in August. 

!""The state-run Global Times, quoting the country’s 
Maritime Safety Administration, said that 
“operators of submersibles, nuclear vessels, ships 
carrying radioactive materials and ships carrying 
!"#$%&'#(%)*+,')-#.(%#'/"+0'+1%2-.%-31%&4*+5%4&6')%
and harmful substances are required to report 
their detailed information upon their visits to 
Chinese territorial waters”.

Kabul.Agency

Fighting intensified
between the Resistance
forces led by Ahmad
Massoud and the Taliban in
Panjshir, with the Taliban
reportedly suffering heavy
casualties as they tried to
surround the mountainous
region in northeastern
Afghanistan, the only
province the Islamist group
has not been able to cap-
ture. Massoud, the son of
late Afghan leader Ahmad
Shah Massoud, who is lead-
ing a several thousand-
strong Resistance force in
Panjshir, has refused to
bow to the Taliban. “Death
is better than life in humili-
ation," he said in a tweet on
Wednesday. On Tuesday, he
said he will not surrender
to the Taliban. “I do not rec-
ognize the Taliban and I
will not surrender to them,”
he had tweeted.

Meanwhile, Taliban
leader Amir Khan Mottaqi
said in an audiotape that
talks with the Panjshir
Front had failed and that
Taliban forces had sur-
rounded the province.

But resistance leaders
from Panjshir refuted the
Taliban claim.

“Don't believe the
propaganda of enemies!
All the attacks from six
sides in Panjshir were
successfully defended by
the NRF (National
Resistance Front). The
Taliban casualties are so
catastrophic that they
cannot take all the bodies

that are lying around the
border areas of the
province.

“They have modern
weapons but dumb
minds,” said one
Resistance force leader
from Panjshir.

According to Afghan
media, Amrullah Saleh,
the caretaker President of
Afghanistan, who has
joined forces with
Massoud, has told the
Taliban that “Governing
Afghanistan is not possi-
ble with a handful of illit-
erates”. Fahim Dashty,
spokesperson of Ahmad
Massoud’s resistance
forces, said in an audio
tape that the Taliban "has
not advanced a kilometer"
in Panjshir.

“On the top. Waiting
for the enemy. Our guns
and our soldiers are ready
to hunt whoever dares to
enter the Panjshir Valley,”
Resistance forces tweeted.
As the Taliban send its
fighters to encircle Panjshir,
NRF, which includes anti-
Taliban militia fighters and
former Afghan security
officers, has vowed to pro-
tect the enclave. According
to pro-Resistance social
media accounts, at least six
resistance fighters were
killed in the fight against
Taliban over the last 24
hours. The Taliban are
reportedly trying to enter
Panjsher through the
Gulbahar pass route, but the
Resistance forces hit them
from atop mountains, lead-
ing to heavy casualties.

Heavy fighting in Panjshir,
Massoud's forces hold 

out against Taliban

Will support new
Taliban govt, 

says Hekmatyar
Kabul.Agency

Former Afghan prime
minister and Hezb-e-
Islami party leader
Gulbuddin Hekmatyar has
said he will support the
new Taliban government
in Kabul even if his party
does not take part in the
administration. 

"We do not have any
preconditions to partici-
pate in the government
other than the assignment
of competent persons," the
veteran Afghan Mujahideen
leader Gulbuddin
Hekmatyar told Turkey’s
Anadolu news agency.
Hekmatyar said, “We are
not very willing to be a
partner in the new govern-
ment, but we support the
Taliban in whatever way
they form a government,
unconditionally." 

Kabul.Agency

The Taliban have assured
Afghan Sikhs that they will
be provided a safe passage to
come to India, following the
meeting between India’s
Ambassador in Qatar,
Deepak Mittal, and the head
of Taliban’s Political Office in
Doha, Sher Mohammad
Abbas Stanikzai in Doha,
Qatar, on Tuesday. This was
revealed in a statement by

Vikramjit S Sahney, presi-
dent World Punjabi
Organisation, on Wednesday.
On Tuesday, the Indian
Ambassador to Qatar held a
meeting with the senior
Taliban representative at the
Indian embassy in Doha, on
the request of the Taliban
side. The discussions
focused on the safety, securi-
ty and early return of Indian
nationals stranded in
Afghanistan. The travel of

Afghan nationals, especially
minorities, who wish to visit
India also came up in the
talks, a statement said on
Tuesday. Sahney, in a press
statement on Wednesday,
said that 180 Afghan Sikhs
and Hindus who were taking
shelter in the Kate Parwan
Gurdwara in Kabul have
returned to their homes in
Jalalabad, Ghazni and Kabul
and very few of them remain
in the gurdwara.

Taliban assures safe passage for Afghan Sikhs
after Doha meeting with Indian ambassador
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IND vs ENG : For Rohit Sharma, less is more
New Delhi, Agency. 

A minimalistic technique and tweaking 
his game accordingly have turned 
Sharma into a successful opener in Test 
cricket It’s been said in these pages 
before but is worth reiterating: Rohit 
Sharma is the best classical opener in 
world cricket now. It’s the absences 
that are noticeable against the new 
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trample across and upset the stillness of 
his head is gone. With it, the propensity 
to play even straight deliveries around 
his front pad disappeared. With it, the 
LBW threat and unbalanced positions 
went poof. The technique is almost 
minimalistic, almost monastic, almost 
Jacques Kallis-ish. With the natural 
cadence that elevates him aesthetically 
beyond Kallis, who was akin to 
Hollywood’s typical unemotional 
Russian. It screams out in Sharma’s 
remarkably non-fussy defence. Rarely 
has a ball been anaesthetised so 
gracefully. The bat is held just above 
the waist, wrist already cocked gently 
in place as he awaits, and it gently dips 
past his hips to meet the ball. Another 
graceful Indian opener in recent years 
was Murali Vijay, whose bat would 
conjure up an elegant movement, a 
waft. Sharma’s defence seems more 
compact. In his pomp, Vijay’s judgement 
of off-stump was impeccable before 
his feet betrayed him in England in 
2018, stirring up the imbalance. An 
impatient management accentuated 
his self-doubts and hastened his end 
before he could course-correct. Luckily, 
for Sharma, they weren’t as ruthless 
with him and actively encouraged him 
to open in Tests. Something happened 
to Sharma in the summer of 2019 in 
the Indian Premier League. Something 
good. It was initially puzzling as he 
had started to push deliveries even on 
middle and leg straighter, towards mid-
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dabs. As if he had scissored out the 
square region out of his mental map. 
Time and again through that IPL, he 
would consciously hold his shape and 
push to mid-on. It was a glimpse into 
his intricate batting tweaks that came 
into play in Tests later. One can cut out 
shots like paddle-scoops, laps, late cuts 
and even the hook, but how does one 
shelve a shot that’s so instinctive and 
harmless? It reared its head during the 
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about fell wide of lunging catchers at 
square-leg. Sharma immediately shut 
the leg-side shop. It could not have 
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but he did. Aware of his propensity to 
lose balance on the front foot, wary of 
LBWs, Sharma had begun his course 
correction. A leg-before dismissal had 
never been far away through his career. 
Not only against left-arm pacers who 
could bend the ball in, but also against 
right-arm seamers who could nip it 
both ways. So, the front foot opened up 
a touch more, so did the front shoulder 
a touch; it acted as a natural inhibitor, 
a leash to control the wandering front 

foot. No longer was it stepping too far 
across, no longer was it forcing him to 
play straight balls too square. It also 
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It might be a distant memory these 
days, but in his earlier years, he used 
to get squared up to deliveries that 
straightened outside off. Not as much as 
Ramnaresh Sarwan but enough to allow 
the seamers to trouble him occasionally. 
It happened as he would arrest that 
front foot movement, try to stabilise 
by withdrawing it back a touch, but 
that would open up his right shoulder. 
It would make his hands jar out, push 
out in search of the ball, away from his 
body. One would wait for the replays to 
see if it was some vicious leg-cutter, but 
it would turn out to be a ball that just 
about dinked away, if anything. Just the 
muscular twitch was understandable to 
an extent – his Mumbai Indians coach 
Mahela Jayawardene used to limply 
hang his bat out in his younger days but 
Sharma’s squaring up was worrisome. 
But all that disappeared in recent years. 
With his mind in better control or as 
Sharma calls it in a “happy space”, the 
body has turned into a wilful partner.

New Delhi, Agency. 

The incident happened during a match in the Caribbean 
Premier League where Pollard’s Trinbago Knight Riders took 
on St. Lucia Kings. Setting a new example of ‘social distancing’ 
in cricket, all-rounder Kieron Pollard decided to stand far away 
from the non-striker’s end to protest an umpiring decision that 
went against his team. The incident happened during a match 
in the Caribbean Premier League where Pollard’s Trinbago 
Knight Riders took on St. Lucia Kings. In the 19th over of the 
innings, Wahab Riaz had bowled a wide ball. While the batsman, 
Tim Seifert, struggled to reach the ball, the line umpire didn’t 
signal wide. Both Seifert and Pollard were unhappy with the 
call. While the former did not have any other choice but to 
accept it, the latter decided to protest. The video that has since 
gone viral, shows Pollard having an argument with the umpire 
over the decision and after inconclusive talks, he decided to 
walk away in protest. The veteran took a walk and stood near 
the 30-yard mark, before coming back to a more regular spot. 
The Knight Riders, who are the defending champions, got their 
CPL 2021 campaign back on track after a stuttering start with 
a commanding 27-run win over St Lucia Kings. Two days back, 
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Kings, but there were no slip-ups in this game. 
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New Delhi, Agency. 

Plunkett played 89 ODIs for 
England, the last of which was the 
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he took three wickets, including 
that of New Zealand captain Kane 
Williamson. England won all seven 
of the World Cup matches he 
played. Liam Plunkett, who played a 
crucial role in England’s ODI World 
Cup win two years ago, has quit 
English cricket and will play in the 
Major League Cricket, an upcoming 
T20 league in the USA. Plunkett 
will have to serve a three-year 
residency period before becoming 
eligible to represent the USA team. 
The 36-year-old seam bowling 
all-rounder said in a statement 
on Surrey Cricket Club’s website: 
“Moving onto the next phase of 
my career, I’m thrilled to have the 
opportunity to join Major League 
Cricket and focus my attention 

on helping to grow the sport in 
the United States.” “I’ve enjoyed a 
fantastic career with England, and 
after retiring from international 
cricket, I am delighted to be able 
to help build the sport in America 
in both playing and coaching 

capacities,” he added. Plunkett 
played 89 ODIs for England, the 
last of which was the 2019 World 
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wickets, including that of New 
Zealand captain Kane Williamson. 
Plunkett had made his Test debut as 

long ago as 2005, but the promising 
all-rounder did not get to play many 
Tests for England in the next few 
years. He although evolved into 
one of the country’s best white-
ball bowlers, this renaissance 
being capped with the 2019 World 
Cup. England won all seven of the 
World Cup matches he played. Both 
his economy-rate – he conceded 
4.85 runs per over  and average 
his 11 wickets came at a cost of 
24.11 apiece were among the best 
in the competition. However, with 
age not on his side and a host of 
competitors on the horizon David 
Willey, Chris Jordan and the Curran 
brothers among them Plunkett was 
not retained in the central contracts 
list last year. Plunkett, who is 
married to an American woman, 
said last year that he would be open 
to the idea of playing for the United 
States cricket team.
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New Delhi, Agency. 

Having led the bowling attack for Rajastahn Royals, Jaydev 
Unadkat has bagged 85 wickets in 84 IPL matches. Jaydev 
Unadkat, one of the most experienced players at Rajasthan 
Royals,had a fruitful start to IPL 2021, picking up 3/15 in his 
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his hometown of Rajkot before leaving for the resumption 
of the season in UAE, spoke on a variety of topics including 
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“It’s been a good start for the team and for me personally as 
well. That game (against DC) was crucial, I was coming back 
into the team, so I had to do well. I was pretty happy with 
the way I was bowling in that part of the season, and I’ll be 
looking to continue doing the same in this phase as well but 
with a few improvements that I’ve been working on during 
the off-season,” said Unadkat. Elaborating on what he has 
been working on, the left-arm pacer said, “I have tweaked 
some of the technicalities in my bowling. I wanted to make 
a few changes in my bowling action, so was working on 
that, and that itself requires a good amount of time, so I was 
devoted towards making those changes and getting used 
to them.” Having led the bowling attack for the Royals, the 
experienced pacer who has 85 wickets in 84 IPL matches, 
says he enjoys the role. “I think I’ve been playing that role in 
our team for the past 2-3 years because of the experience I 
have in the IPL till now, and I quite like to do it. Nowadays, 
it’s not about one leader in the pack, everyone who is 
coming in has played at the highest level somewhere or 
the other down the line.” “Everyone knows their individual 

game and it’s only about maybe guiding them whenever 
required or about providing the strategic inputs whenever 
the team needs it. So, I think I kind of enjoy that role and 
I will be looking to play it going forward as well,” said the 
Saurashtra captain. Being someone who keeps taking 
breaks from social media, Unadkat explained the reason 
behind it. “I wanted to do some work with my bowling and 
wanted to go off the attention a bit. It’s always nice if you can 

have some time with only yourself and the family, and not 
really listen to what the outside world has to say about you. 
“I think that kind of a phase can actually help you at times. 
And I’ve done that in the past as well so it’s kind of a normal 
process which gives me that space to go deep and just be 
'!1(+2%D"2'%)6+(#5%*1/%."1/%!-2%D'*2%7%1((/%2!%D!4O%!1$%*1/%
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again and come back stronger,” he added. Looking forward 
to the upcoming IPL season in the UAE, Unadkat stated that 
he “would try to keep the rhythm going”. He said, “I think I 
was bowling well and hopefully with the work that I’ve put 
in, I’ll be able to see those results coming out as well. I’ll be 
looking to get those crucial wickets and breakthroughs for 
the team with the new ball. Collectively, I think we’re placed 
right in the table and if we can get couple of wins from here, 
it can really boost our campaign this season.” The pacer also 
believes that the “conditions will be similar to last year.” “It 
is harder to bowl when the boundaries are smaller like in 
>'*4\*'$%A(&*-+(%2'(%A*2+)(1%*4(%)!4(%&!1."/(12%!5%&#(*4"10%
2'(%A!-1/*46$%A-2%6!-%0!2%2!%*&&(:2%2'(%&'*##(10(%*1/%."1/%
ways to bowl. We know that those games are going to be 
high scoring, so you got to be aware that even if you get hit, 
you must come back stronger,” he said. “It’s not about going 
for 24 runs or getting 2 wickets – it’s about restricting those 
A!-1/*4"(+;%71%*%04!-1/%D'"&'%"+%+)*##$%*1/%'*+%.#*2%D"&O(2+$%
every single ball matters. We’ve played quite a few games on 
all the grounds last season, and the wickets and the weather 
*4(%0!"10%2!%A(%+")"#*4$%*1/%D(N4(%&!1."/(12%2'*2%D(%&*1%/!%
well,” he signed off.

New Delhi, Agency. 

With her nation in tatters and her dreams slowly fading away, Samim is living her life as a 
refugee in Canada with her two sisters, who are also cricketers in the Afghan women’s team. 
With Afghanistan in a state of turmoil due to the Taliban takeover, cricketer Roya Samim said 
she is still waiting for the International Cricket Council (ICC) to respond to how things stand 
for her and her teammates’ cricketing future. She is also extremely worried about the fate of 
her teammates who have been left behind. “My other teammates who stay in Afghanistan are 

afraid, they stay in their houses,” she revealed to the Guardian. “We 
all emailed the ICC but got no response from them,” says Samim. 
“Why do they not respond to us, why do they not consider us, even 
treat us that we don’t exist in the world? After the Taliban came into 
Kabul, we requested that [the ICC] please save all the girls, we are 
worried for our teammates. The Afghan Cricket Board [ACB] also 
said nothing, they said just: ‘Wait.’” The ICC, however, have denied 
receiving any mail. With her nation in tatters and her dreams slowly 
fading away, Samim is living her life as a refugee in Canada with her 
two sisters, who are also cricketers in the Afghan women’s team. 

“Leaving Afghanistan, it was a sad day for me. I just cried,” she said. “I really love everything that 
I had: my job, my cricket, my teammates, my home town, my relatives. Everything that I have, 
I leave behind. Even now when I remember this day I will cry,” she told the Guardian. Left all 
by themselves without any US troops in the country since 2001, there seems to be no light at 
the end of the tunnel for the Afghans as they have no choice but to witness a dark part of their 
history repeat itself. Under the Taliban rule, there was no place for education for women and 
their rights. They were not even allowed out of the house unless wearing a burqa and in the 
companionship of a male relative. Sport was out of the question and though the Taliban have 
1!2%)*/(%*%/(."1"2"J(%+2*2()(12%*A!-2%2'(%5-2-4(%!5%5()*#(%:*42"&":*2"!1$%>*)")%"+%1!2%'!:(5-#^%
“The Taliban are against girls studying, so how do they want a girl’s cricket team?” she said.
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All for one, one for all : England 

bowlers keep Virat Kohli quiet
New Delhi, Agency. 

A casual glance might make it seem Kohli’s 
troubles have been because he has been poking 
outside off stump but it has to be said that 
England’s bowlers have had their own unique 
pressure channels in that region. “Until now 
we have found ways of getting him (Virat Kohli) 
out, we have found ways of building pressure 
on him and keeping him quiet because he is 
!AJ"!-+#6% *% ."1(% :#*6(4$% *% 24()(1/!-+% 2'"10% "1%
Test cricket. Hopefully, that relentless pressure 
we can continue with, moving forward,” England 
captain Joe Root said at a press conference, two 
days ahead of the fourth Test. A casual glance 
might make it seem Kohli’s troubles have been 
because he has been poking outside off stump 
but it has to be said that England’s bowlers 
have had their own unique pressure channels 
in that region. James Anderson has troubled 
him with the wobble ball deception that has left Kohli 
unsure about its destination, and been resultantly iffy 
in defence. Ollie Robinson has sought to punctuate his 
nipbackers with the one that holds its line with extra 
bounce and has been successful in opening up Kohli a 
touch. The left-handed Sam Curran has largely worked 
on Kohli’s patience and drawn error with well-outside-
off deliveries. Kohli who is a great believer of showing 
intent with the bat has been kept on a leash. “You can’t 
hit out of trouble, here”, he said at the end of the Lord’s 
Test. In three Tests against England so far, Virat Kohli 
has faced 277 deliveries and hit 16 fours. His boundary 
percentage is 5.78 and his strike rate is 44.76. In 
Test cricket, the strike rate is more applicable to the 
bowlers, while Kohli’s boundary-count in the ongoing 
+(4"(+%/!(+1N2%4(.#(&2%)-&'%"1%2(4)+%!5%2'(%5*##!D%:'*+(%
he has been going through with the bat. But there’s a 
catch. In 2018, when he had scored 593 runs, including 
2D!%'-1/4(/+%"1%."J(%I(+2+%"1%_10#*1/$%C!'#"%'*/%5*&(/%
1,025 deliveries and hit 67 fours and a six. His boundary 
percentage back then, 6.63, was better than what he 
has after three Tests this term. Also, his strike rate was 

`K;`Y;%>2*6"10%#!10(4%*2%2'(%&4(*+(%'*/%4(.#(&2(/%"1%'"+%
numbers three years ago. One of the reasons why Kohli 
hasn’t yet got going in this series, save a half-century, is 
the relentless pressure applied on him by the England 
bowlers. At Trent Bridge, the only innings he played, 
Kohli was out for a golden duck, caught Jos Buttler 
A!D#(/%@1/(4+!1;%@2%Z!4/N+$%'(%D*+%&*-0'2%*2%."4+2%+#":%
A6%a!(%]!!2%!55%S##"(%]!A"1+!1%"1%2'(%."4+2% "11"10+%*1/%
was out caught behind off Sam Curran in the second. 
Headingley, too, had a similar sequence – caught behind 
!55% @1/(4+!1% "1% 2'(% ."4+2% "11"10+% *1/% &*-0'2% *2% +#":%
against Robinson in the second. Kohli’s dismissal in the 
second innings at Leeds was a case in point as regards 
to how England bowlers have strangled him. The India 
&*:2*"1%#!!O(/%.#-"/%!1%Q*6%I'4((%D'(1%@1/(4+!1%*1/%
company had strayed in line and length. Swing with the 
older ball was also predictable. The next morning, Root 
took the second new ball, which moved late and the 
England bowlers straightaway started to hit the right 
*4(*+;%I'(%."4+2%2'4((%!J(4+%D(4(%)*"/(1+%*1/%2'*2%D*+%
when pressure started to build, eventually resulting in 
the dismissals of Cheteshwar Pujara and Kohli. Kohli 
has said he is up for the challenge.

New Delhi, Agency. 

Sunil Gavaskar tells Devendra Pandey that Vasoo Paranjape 
taught people that cricket was bigger than any player and 
always provided wise counsel which didn’t seem like a 
reprimand. We all lost our captain, one of the greatest, one 
of the most passionate about the game of ours. I was just 
discussing with (Vasoo Paranjape’s son) Jatin, that he will 
now be discussing cricket with Don Bradman, Sir Len Hutton 
up there. He left us with wonderful memories. His discipline – 
7%4()()A(4%*2%2'(%Q*/*4%=1"!1%04!-1/$%'(%-+(/%2!%A(%2'(%."4+2%
one to reach. Never got late. Amongst the things he told us 
was that it is a sport, winning and losing are part of it, but the 
most important part of it is to enjoy the game. Once you enjoy 
the sport, you play well. Sitting with him, we not only learnt 
about the game but also laughed a lot because he always used 

to see the funny side of things. He was one of the people who 
had his answers ready. Perhaps among the cricketers who 
I would have known, the late Vijay Manjrekar used to have 
ready answers. Vasoo also had ready answers, he was very 
positive. Even if he had to say something, he would say it in 
such a manner that you got the message. That was the key, 
that he would convey what he wanted to without sounding 
like he was scolding or reprimanding you. I quite like the way 
that his Dadar Union cap was there with him during his last 
rites. I know he will take it up there and wear it. He loved 
the game, he used to say that the game is always bigger than 
you. He always taught us that you must look like a cricketer. 
One might not be able to play cricket at a high level, but one 
must look like a cricketer. Turn up well at the ground in clean 
clothes, clean shoes; in those days, we used to have white 
pads, and he wanted them to be clean. 

New Delhi, Agency. 

The Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) on Tuesday 
announced the release of tender for owning and operating two 
new Indian Premier League franchises. The Board of Control 
for Cricket in India (BCCI) on Tuesday announced the release 
of tender for owning and operating two new Indian Premier 
League franchises. “The Governing Council of the IPL invites bids 
to acquire the right to own and operate 1 (one) of the 2 (two) 
new teams proposed to be introduced to take part in the Indian 
Premier League from the IPL 2022 season, through a tender 
process,” the BCCI said in a statement. The deadline for the 
purchase of tender document is October 5. “The detailed terms 
and conditions governing the submission and evaluation of 
bids including eligibility requirements, process for submissions 
of bids, proposed new teams’ rights, and obligations, etc. are 
contained in the ‘Invitation to Tender’ (ITT) which will be made 
available on receipt of payment of non-refundable fee of INR 

10,00,000 (Rupees Ten Lakhs Only) plus any applicable Goods 
and Services Tax. The ITT will be available for purchase till 
October 5, 2021,” the BCCI said. “Any interested party wishing 
to submit a bid is required to purchase the ITT. However, only 
those satisfying the eligibility 
criteria set out in the ITT and 
subject to the other terms and 
conditions set out therein, shall 
A(%(#"0"A#(%2!%A"/;%72%"+%&#*4"."(/%2'*2%
merely purchasing this ITT does 
not entitle any person to bid,” said 
the BCCI further. “BCCI reserves 
the right to cancel or amend the 
bidding process at any stage in any manner without providing 
any reason.” In a welcome news, the BCCI is planning to allow 
a consortium to bid for teams as it makes the bidding process 
more vibrant. Among the venues where the teams could be 
based include Amedabad, Lucknow and Pune. 
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News in Breif

Mumbai, Agency. As suggested by Dr 
Babasaheb Ambedkar in The Problem 
of The Rupee, Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan 
Yojana strives to attain inclusive Economic 
Development, so that political freedom 
gets its due meaning while the concept 
of Antyoday propounded by Deendayal 
Upadhyay ji also suggests the same, 
Sudhakar Atre, Faculty at Bank of India 
Training Centre, said. He said while 
addressing a webinar organised on the 
occasion of the 7th anniversary of the 
launch of Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana. 
Mr Atre said that a record number of bank 
accounts were opened under the scheme. 
‘Bank accounts are a pre-requisite for 
Q"4(&2%b(1(."2%I4*1+5(4%*1/%!:(1"10%!5%
accounts made DBT possible. Such a large 
number of accounts could be opened due 
to the dedication of bank employees at 
grassroot level. Moreover, Regional Rural 
Banks performed even better than parent 
commercial banks, which also reduced 
the scourge of private money lending,’ he 
said. Mr Atre informed that the qualitative 
impact of the scheme lies in having been 
able to bring 43 crore people in the age 
group of 18-80, into the ambit of formal 
banking. ‘Public sector banks played a 
crucial role by contributing 91 per cent 
of the above achievement. Private sector 
banks contributed the remaining 9 percent. 
This also shows the scope for improvement 
among private sector banks,’ he said. 
Addressing the webinar, D B Deshmukh, 
who retired as AGM in the banking sector, 
said PMJDY accounts have tripled during 
the last six years. ‘Today, we have 43.04 
crore accounts as compared to 14.72 crore 
accounts in 2015. They have total savings of 
more than Rs 1,46,230 crore,’ he said. 
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Islamabad, Agency. 

The Afghan Taliban have reassured their 
neighbour that they will not allow their 
territory to be used by anyone planning 
attacks on Pakistan or any other country.
There is growing concern among Pakistani 
!5."&"*#+% *A!-2% +(&-4"26% "1% 1("0'A!-4"10%
Afghanistan, as the Taliban tries to form 
a government and stabilise the country 
following the departure of US and other foreign 
forces. Islamabad is particularly worried about 
)"#"2*12% ."0'2(4+% 54!)% *% +(:*4*2($% 9*O"+2*1"%
Taliban group crossing from Afghanistan and 
launching lethal attacks on its territory. 

Thousands of Pakistanis have been killed 
in jihadist violence in the last two decades. 
Underlining the security threat within 
Afghanistan, in the last few days a suicide 
bombing claimed by an Afghan offshoot of 
Islamic State outside Kabul airport killed 
more than 170 people, including 13 US troops. 
A rocket attack on the airport followed, and 
!1% >-1/*6% )"#"2*12% 0-1."4(% 54!)% *&4!++% 2'(%
border in Afghanistan killed two Pakistani 
soldiers. “The next two to three months 
*4(% &4"2"&*#$W% *% +(1"!4% 9*O"+2*1"% !5."&"*#% +*"/$%
adding that Islamabad feared a rise in militant 

attacks along the Afghan-Pakistan border, as 
2'(% I*#"A*1% 24"(/% 2!% ."##% *% J*&--)% #(52% A6% 2'(%
collapse of Afghan forces and the Western-
backed administration. 

“We (the international community) have to 
assist the Taliban in reorganising their army in 
order for them to control their territory,” the 
source added, referring to the threat posed 
by resurgent rival militant groups including 
7+#*)"&% >2*2(;% =>% !5."&"*#+% '*J(% 4(:(*2(/#6%
accused Pakistan of supporting the Afghan 
Taliban, which fought in a civil war in the 

mid-1990s before seizing power in 1996. 
Islamabad, one of the few capitals to recognise 
the Taliban government that was toppled in 
2001, denies the charge. 

Pakistan’s government has said that its 
"1.#-(1&(% !J(4% 2'(% )!J()(12% '*+% D*1(/$%
particularly since the Taliban grew in 
&!1."/(1&(% !1&(%U*+'"102!1% *11!-1&(/% 2'(%
date for the complete withdrawal of US and 
!2'(4% 5!4("01% 24!!:+;% I'(% !5."&"*#$% D'!% '*+%
direct knowledge of the country’s security 
decisions, said Pakistan planned to send 

+(&-4"26% *1/% "12(##"0(1&(% !5."&"*#+$% :!++"A#6%
even the head of the powerful Inter-Services 
Intelligence (ISI) agency, to Kabul to help 
the Taliban reorganise the Afghan military. 
An Afghan Taliban spokesperson did not 
immediately respond to Reuters’ requests for 
comment on security relations with Pakistan. 

Though recognition of a new Taliban 
government was not immediately on the 
2*A#($% 2'(% !5."&"*#% +*"/$% 2'(% D!4#/% +'!-#/% 1!2%
abandon Afghanistan. “Whether we recognise 
the Taliban government or not, stability in 
@50'*1"+2*1% "+% J(46% "):!42*12$W% 2'(% !5."&"*#%
+*"/;% I'(% !5."&"*#% D*41(/% 2'*2% 7+#*)"&% >2*2(%
C'!4*+*1%c7>7>8C?$%*%#!!+(#68*5."#"*2(/%!55+'!!2%
of Islamic State in Syria and Iraq, was actively 
looking to launch attacks and recruit new 
."0'2(4+;% Z(52% -1'"1/(4(/$% "2% D!-#/% *#)!+2%
certainly grow from relatively small numbers 
currently. The United States recently launched 
two drone strikes targeting ISIS-K militants, 
including one in Kabul and one near the 
eastern border with Pakistan. The strikes 
followed a pledge by US President Joe Biden 
that the United States would hunt down the 
militants behind the recent suicide bombing. 
The Taliban criticised the strikes as a “clear 
attack on Afghan territory”. 

Dublin, Agency. 

As part of a phased easing of restrictions, the government is recommending the reopening 
of theatres and cinemas at 60% capacity next week and a return of non-essential workers 
2!%!5."&(+%54!)%>(:2;%EF;%74(#*1/$%D'"&'%'*/%!1(%!5%_-4!:(N+%#!10(+2%<!J"/8GH%#!&O/!D1+$%
will drop almost all pandemic restrictions in October after one of the continent’s most 
successful vaccine rollouts, Prime Minister Micheal Martin said on Tuesday. From Oct. 22, 
2'(%4(,-"4()(12%5!4%J*&&"1(%&(42"."&*2(+%"1%A*4+%*1/%4(+2*-4*12+%D"##%A(%/4!::(/$%*+%D"##%
all restrictions on the numbers attending indoor and outdoor events. As part of a phased 
easing of restrictions, the government is recommending the reopening of theatres and 
&"1()*+% *2% dFe%&*:*&"26% 1(R2%D((O% *1/% *% 4(2-41%!5% 1!18(++(12"*#%D!4O(4+% 2!% !5."&(+%

from Sept. 20. “Because of the effort 
of our vaccination team and because 
you have stepped up to the mark and 
taken the vaccine when it was offered, 
we are now entering a whole new 
phase of the pandemic,” Martin said 
in a televised address. Almost 90% of 
adults in Ireland are fully vaccinated 
as are 80% of over those over 12 years 
old. Indoor dining in cafes, bars and 
restaurants was banned in Ireland for 
much of the 16 months to July, when 
the government opened the sector to 
:(!:#(%D"2'% J*&&"1(% &(42"."&*2(+;% I'(%
Irish government in recent weeks 

has been heavily criticised by the live-events sector as large concerts took place in the 
United Kingdom, which dropped most restrictions on July 19 but has a lower level of 
vaccinations. Martin struck a note of caution, however, warning of an increase in case 
numbers in the coming weeks before an expected decline. “We are very unlikely to ever 
be able to be rid of the virus completely,” he said.

 Houston, Agency. 

If allowed to remain in force, the law would 
be the most dramatic restriction on abortion 
rights in the United States since the high court’s 
landmark Roe v. Wade decision legalised 
abortion across the country in 1973. A Texas 
law banning most abortions in the state took 
effect at midnight, but the Supreme Court has 
yet to act on an emergency appeal to put the 
law on hold. If allowed to remain in force, the 
law would be the most dramatic restriction on 
abortion rights in the United States since the 
high court’s landmark Roe v. Wade decision 
legalised abortion across the country in 1973. 
The Texas law, signed by Republican Gov. Greg 
Abbott in May, would prohibit abortions once a 
fetal heartbeat can be detected, usually around 
six weeks and before most women even know 
they’re pregnant. Abortion providers who 
are asking the Supreme Court to step in said 
the law would rule out 85% of abortions in 
Texas and force many clinics to close. Planned 
Parenthood is among the abortion providers 
that have stopped scheduling abortions beyond 

six weeks from conception. At least 12 other 
states have enacted bans on abortion early in 
pregnancy, but all have been blocked from going 
into effect. What makes the Texas law different 
is its unusual enforcement scheme. Rather 
2'*1% '*J(% !5."&"*#+% 4(+:!1+"A#(% 5!4% (15!4&"10%
the law, private citizens are authorised to sue 
abortion providers and anyone involved in 

facilitating abortions. Among 
other situations, that would 
include anyone who drives 
a woman to a clinic to get 
an abortion. Under the law, 
anyone who successfully sues 
another person would be 
entitled to at least $10,000. 
Abortion opponents who 
wrote the law also made it 
/"5."&-#2% 2!% &'*##(10(% 2'(% #*D%
in court, in part because it’s 
hard to know whom to sue. 
Texas has long had some of 
the nation’s toughest abortion 
restrictions, including a 
sweeping law passed in 2013 

that the Supreme Court eventually struck down 
but not before more than half of the state’s 40-
plus abortion clinics closed. Lawmakers also are 
moving forward in an ongoing special session 
in Texas with proposed new restrictions on 
medication abortion, a method using pills that 
accounts for roughly 40% of abortions in the US.
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New Delhi, Agency.  Bhubaneswar. 
B*'*1*/"%<!*#."(#/+%Z")"2(/%cB<Z?$%*%
subsidiary of Coal India Limited, has set a 
record of highest ever coal despatch of 102 
4*O(+%54!)%7A%T*##(6%*1/%I*#&'(4%<!*#."(#/+%
to various power stations in a single day. 
“It is an impressive performance by the 
Team MCL, with equally great coordination 
and support from Indian Railways,” MCL 
Chairman-cum-Managing Director P K 
Sinha said while complimenting the teams 
involved in achieving the record despatch 
through environment-friendly rail-mode. 
Mr Sinha also congratulated all the team 
leaders and their teams for their work with 
great sense of responsibility to meet energy 
requirements of the Nation. The highest 
ever 61 rakes were despatched from Talcher 
&!*#."(#/+%A6%2'(%B<Z%!1%@-0-+2%fF%#*+2%
carrying 5.3 lakh tonne coal to consumers, 
including more than four lakh tonne coal 
to the various power stations. Besides, 16 
rakes were dispatched through MGR-mode 
(merry-go-round) and more than 1.15 lakh 
tonne via trucks to various consumers. 
MCL is the second largest coal producing 
company in India, having mining operations 
spread over in Jharsuguda, Sundergarh and 
Angul districts of Odisha. Carrying forward 
the vision of Sustainable Mining, MCL is 
implementing nine First Mile Connectivity 
projects to provide pollution-free state-
of-the-art rake loading system at a total 
expenditure of Rs 3,600 crore. This will also 
generate a despatch capacity of 126 million 
tonne per year, expected to be achieved by 
year 2024. 
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Washington, Agency.  

Under the current system, no more than seven percent of employment-
based green cards are available to individuals from a single country. A 
group of 40 US lawmakers led by Indian-American Raja Krishnamoorthi 
has sought a path to lawful permanent residence for the 1.2 million 
:(!:#(% "1% 2'(% ():#!6)(128A*+(/% 04((1% &*4/% A*&O#!0$% *% +"01"."&*12%
majority of whom are from India. In a letter to Speaker of House Nancy 
Pelosi and Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer, the lawmakers said 
the budget reconciliation package provide 
relief to these individuals stuck in the 
employment-based green card backlog, 
thereby strengthening the economy in 
the process. “Failure to provide a path to 
lawful permanent residence for the 1.2 
million people in the employment-based 
green card backlog, most of whom are 
H-1B visa holders, would be tantamount to staging an economic recovery 
with one hand tied behind our back,” the letter said. “Permanently 
relegating H-1B holders to non-immigrant status while China, Russia, 
and other major powers are ascendant on the world stage, and hungry 
to be home to the innovators of the 21st century, is simply nonsensical. 
This can and must be addressed in the budget reconciliation package 
currently under negotiation,” it read. Under the current system, no more 
than seven percent of employment-based green cards are available to 
individuals from a single country. As a result, individuals from countries 
with large populations  such as India and China face decades-long wait 
times to achieve lawful permanent resident status, the lawmakers said. In 
order to fully unlock the economic potential of high-skilled immigrants, 
a pathway to lawful permanent residence must be cleared and the 
system must be reformed. Reforming this immigration system will be 
especially helpful to the United States as its economy and workforce 
continues to recover from the pandemic, they said. The Congressmen 
said under current law, the American economy is unable to access the 
full international talent pool of high-skilled workers already present 
and working in the United States indeed, the very scientists, inventors, 
health care workers, entrepreneurs, and other professionals that give 
the United States its edge over its global competitors today. “This is 
because there is effectively a green card ban on high-skilled immigrants 
from India, China, and other countries with large populations of workers 
eager to remain in America and power forward our economy and social 
safety net programs for generations to come,” they wrote. Right now, no 
more than seven percent of employment-based green cards are available 
to individuals from a single country, which has created a decades-long 
backlog for would-be immigrants from India and China. “Indian nationals 
face a particularly daunting backlog of 80 years, and an anticipated 
200,000 will die before achieving lawful permanent resident status,” 
the lawmakers said. “This arbitrary cap is keeping some of the world’s 
most talented individuals from permanently calling America home, 
encouraging them to take their inventions, expertise, and creativity 
to other countries instead,” they wrote in the latter. Most workers in 
the employment-based green card backlog are already in the United 
States on temporary non-immigrant visas, such as the H-1B visa for 
workers in specialty occupations, that are renewable but greatly restrict 
A(1(."&"*4"(+%54!)%4(*&'"10%2'("4%5-##%:!2(12"*#;%g8Gb%'!#/(4+%*4(%-1*A#(%
to change jobs or start their own businesses despite the fact that they 
have been shown to boost overall productivity, wages, and new patents, 
2'(6%+*"/;%I'(%2():!4*46%1*2-4(%!5%2'(%g8Gb%J"+*%5!4&(+%A(1(."&"*4"(+%2!%
live in a constant state of uncertainty, preventing them from becoming 
entrepreneurs, buying homes, employing more Americans, or otherwise 
5-##6%(+2*A#"+'"10%2'()+(#J(+%*+%:(4)*1(12%."R2-4(+%D"2'"1%2'(%@)(4"&*1%
economy. “An especially painful aspect of the H-1B experience is that 
dependent children, known as ‘Documented Dreamers’,” are often forced 
to self-deport to their country of birth if they reach age 21 before their 
parent obtains a green card, despite having lived most of their lives in the 
United States,” the lawmakers said.

RS%1"K;"L,-(%(,,L%#"*+%*)%#,-;"$,$*%
-,(0',$3,%4)-%#,)#1,%0$%,;#1)<;,$*_
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Afghans weigh risky 

overland trips to borders
Kabul, Agency. 

The U.N. refugee agency has said 
up to half a million Afghans could 
.#((% 2'("4% '!)(#*1/% A6% 6(*4N+% (1/;%
However, none of Afghanistan’s 
neighbours signed up. As the last U.S. 
troops prepared to leave Afghanistan, 
Hussain, a U.S. passport holder 
who worked with the U.S. military, 
scrambled with his six daughters 
through Taliban checkpoints to the 
gates of Kabul airport for several 
/*6+%"1%*%4!D$%'!:"10%2!%&*2&'%*%.#"0'2%
to safety. He had called and emailed 
the U.S. Embassy for days without a 
response. Then a U.S. soldier phoned 
'")%2!%+*6%'"+%!1#6%&'*1&(%5!4%*%.#"0'2%
out was alone, without his daughters, 
who are not U.S. citizens. Hussain’s 
wife had died in July of COVID-19, 
and leaving would mean abandoning 
them. On Monday night, the family 
stood in the throngs outside Kabul 
airport, listening to the roar of the 
."1*#% =;>;% <8GK% *"4&4*52% 2*O"10% !55$%
ending America’s two-decade-long 
military intervention in Afghanistan. 
Hussain now is among an untold 
number in Afghanistan weighing 
a potentially hazardous overland 
journey, he told Reuters Tuesday, 
speaking through a translator.” 
I hear from news and relatives 
that thousands are waiting at the 
Afghanistan borders with Pakistan 
and trying to get into Pakistan,” said 
Hussain, who requested that his 
last name be withheld for security 
reasons. “I do not know, should I go 
to Tajikistan,” he wondered, worrying 
how he will be able to look after his 
daughters on the road if he goes. 
With U.S. troops gone, U.S. evacuation 
.#"0'2+% !J(4$% *1/% &!))(4&"*#% ."0'2+%
avoiding Kabul’s airport, which 
'*+% 1!% *"4% 24*5."&% &!124!#% */% '!&%
private efforts to save thousands 
of Afghans unmoved by Taliban 
security assurances are increasingly 
focused on arranging safe passage 
across the land-locked country’s 
borders. It could be days or weeks 
before the negotiations between the 
Taliban, Qatar and Turkey on how to 
4-1% 2'(% *"4:!42% *4(% ."1*#"M(/;% B*16%
have already set out for Pakistan 
to the east and south, while others 
are trying to reach Afghanistan’s 
borders with Central Asian states, say 
people involved in private evacuation 

efforts, who requested anonymity 
for security reasons. The journeys, 
through Taliban checkpoints over 
hundreds of miles of rough roads via 
a patchwork of private cars, public 
A-+(+% *1/%)"1"A-+(+$% *4(% 4"+O8."##(/$%
especially for former military and 
+(&-4"26% !5."&(4+% *1/% 0!J(41)(12%
!5."&"*#+;% L!4("01% :*++:!42% '!#/(4+%
like Hussain, Afghans with visas and 
bribe-payers were among those who 
have made it out so far. “There are 
just brick walls around the country 
4"0'2%1!D$W%+*"/%*% 5!4)(4%=;>;%!5."&"*#%
who belongs to informal networks 
that helped American citizens, green 
card holders and at-risk Afghans 
navigate the chaos around Hamid 
Karzai International Airport and onto 
(J*&-*2"!1% .#"0'2+;% I'(% =;P;% 4(5-0((%
agency has said up to half a million 
@50'*1+%&!-#/%.#((%2'("4%'!)(#*1/%A6%
year’s end. More than 122,000 people, 
including around 6,000 Americans, 
D(4(% .#!D1% !-2% !5% C*A-#% +"1&(% @-0;%
14, the day before the Taliban overran 
the capital. The U.S. Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken on Monday vowed 
to pursue a “relentless effort” to 
help an estimated 200 Americans 
remaining in the country, and at-
risk Afghans, leave. Helping people 
travel overland will be tough, he said. 
“This will be an entirely different 
phase from the evacuation that just 
concluded.” Tens of thousands of 
Afghans who worked for the U.S. 
government and applied for Special 
Immigration Visas (SIVs) and many 
other at-risk Afghans are still in the 
country. The State Department on 
Sunday published a declaration by 

around 100 countries committed to 
helping Afghans reach destinations 
outside Afghanistan. However, none 
of Afghanistan’s neighbours signed 
up. Tajikistan has pledged to accept 
100,000 Afghan refugees, while 
Uzbekistan committed to allowing 
transit through its territory for 
Americans and potentially others 
from Afghanistan. But it wasn’t clear 
how many people, if any yet, both 
countries have actually allowed in. 
Pakistan home to more than 1.4 
million Afghan refugees has admitted 
some 2,000 Afghans employed by 
foreign missions, international 
institutions, and non-governmental 
groups on one-month transit visas, 
said a diplomatic source on condition 
of anonymity. “The (overland) option 
is the only thing that’s possible right 
now,” said a U.S. military veteran 
involved in helping to evacuate at-
risk Afghans. But the Taliban have 
set up more checkpoints on the 
main road leading north toward 
Uzbekistan and Tajikistan since the 
U.S. evacuation from Kabul airport 
(1/(/$% 2'(% 5!4)(4% =;>;% !5."&"*#% +*"/;%
The militants are banning travel by 
women unaccompanied by male 
family members. Some private groups 
helping Afghans escape said they are 
advising people not to try to reach 
the country’s frontiers unless they 
know that they are being pursued by 
the Taliban. “Unless you are someone 
who is being actively hunted, the rest 
of the people should lie low,” said the 
5!4)(4% =;>;% !5."&"*#;% 37% O1!D% 2'*2% "+%
impossible to say to a population that 
is very scared for the future.”
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Mumbai, Agency. 

Kangana Ranaut and Arvind Swami’s Thalaivii, which 
is the biopic based on the life of J Jayalalithaa, is all 
set for a theatrical release on September 10th. As 
Thalaivii, starring Kangana Ranaut, gears up for a 

theatrical release, the 
Central Board of Film 
<(42"."&*2"!1%c<bL<?%'*+%
passed the Jayalalithaa 
biopic, giving it a ‘U’ 
<(42"."&*2(;%I'"+%)(*1+%
that the audience of all 
*0(+%&*1%D*2&'%2'(%."#);%
Even as cinema halls 
remain shut in Mumbai 
and Maharashtra, 
Thalaivii is all set to 
hit the theatres on 

September 10 worldwide in Hindi, Tamil and Telugu. 
U'"#(%2'(%I*)"#%J(4+"!1%4(&("J(/%*%h=N%<(42"."&*2"!1%54!)%
the board earlier, CBFC has passed the Hindi version 
D"2'%h=N%&(42"."&*2(%1!D;%I'(%."#)$%D'"&'%*#+!%5(*2-4(+%
Arvind Swamy, was earlier scheduled to release in April 
this year, but was postponed due to the second wave 
of the Covid-19 pandemic in India. The trailer of the 
."#)$%D'"&'%4(#(*+(/%!1%C*10*1*N+%fi2'%A"42'/*6%!1%
March 23 showed glimpses into the various phases of 
a*6*#*#"2'**N+%#"5(;%72%+'!D&*+(/%'(4%."#)%*1/%:!#"2"&*#%
\!-41(6;%I'*#*"J""%"+%2!-2(/%*+%*%."#)%2'*2%:-2+%5!42'%
the untold reality of Amma’s life on screen. Kangana 
Ranaut’s Thailaivi, directed by AL Vijay and penned by 
celebrated writer KV Vijayendra Prasad is set to release 
in theatres on September 10.

8"$5"$"%B"$"2*C(%W+"1"0/00%
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Mumbai, Agency. 

On the 15th release anniversary of 
Rajkumar Hirani directorial Lage 
Raho Munna Bhai, we revisit the 
."#)%2'*2%'*+%A4!-0'2%*%2!1%!5%\!6%2!%
audience over the years. Lage Raho 
Munna Bhai has lots of things going 
for it, but its ability to entertain and 
give joy to its viewers for a period of 
2.5 hours even after all these years 
is its top achievement. A sequel 
to the 2003 release Munna Bhai 
M.B.B.S (also directed by Rajkumar 
Hirani), Lage Raho Munna Bhai is 
more on the nose, more preachy 
in its approach as it advocates the 
philosophy of Mahatma Gandhi. 
However, it cannot be denied that 
all that preachiness aside, Lage 
]*'!% D*+% *% D(##8+&4":2(/% ."#)%
boasting of delightful moments and 
performances. Its lead pair, Sanjay 
Dutt and Vidya Balan, did a fabulous 
job of balancing humour with 
sensitivity. Dutt was in top form 
*+% 2'(% #!J*A#(% )*."*% B-11*$% D'!%
espoused ‘Gandhigiri.’ While all his 
notions were of course not rational 
or practical, within the framework 
!5% 2'(% ."#)$% 2'(6% ."2% D(##;% T"/6*% *+%
the charismatic radio jockey Jhanvi, 
radiated so much light and warmth 
off the screen; her every word felt 
like a warm hug. Arshad Warsi as 
the faithful sidekick and support 
Circuit never missed a beat, as far 
as comic timing was concerned, 
and to top it all, they had a fabulous 
Mahatma Gandhi in actor Dilip 
Prabhavalkar. However, for me, it 
was certainly the talented Boman 
Irani who stole the limelight as the 
corrupt builder Lucky Singh. 

In an interview with Film 
Companion, Boman spoke about 
how he not only interacted with 
Sikhs on a professional front to see 

how they conducted their work, 
but the actor also dined with some 
of them regularly to observe how 
they behaved in a more intimate 
environment. As a result, Boman’s 
rogue side as the corrupt Lucky 
Singh was more life-like, natural. 
U'(1% Z-&O6% >"10'%D*+% -14-5.#(/$%
his demeanour was that of a 
warm, affectionate, loyal person. 
But Boman also managed to show 
his clever, calculating persona 
on-screen with a lot of credibility. 
While many consider Lage Raho 
B-11*A'*"% *+% *% /(."1"2(% +2(:8-:%
from its predecessor, that is not how 
I look at it. Although an engaging 
affair, Lage Raho Munnabhai could 
have done away with at least 20 
minutes of the movie. Some of 
the comedy bits also felt slapstick 
and forced, and the whole bit of 
Gandhigiri, despite being a noble 
thought, felt stretched. However, 
all’s well that ends well. 

Lage Raho Munna Bhai not 
only smashed the ticket window, 
but also ended up winning four 
National Awards. The movie was 
*#+!% 2'(% ."4+2%g"1/"% 5(*2-4(% ."#)% 2!%
be screened at the United Nations. 
What is not so well-known is the 
fact that Lage Raho Munna Bhai 
was supposed to focus on lawyers. 
However, director Rajkumar Hirani 
D*+% 1!2% +*2"+."(/% D"2'% 2'(% +&4":2%
!5% 2'(% ."#)%*1/%(1/(/%-:%D!4O"10%
on another draft for the next two 
years. Lage Raho Munna Bhai is one 
of those sequels, which in no way 
or shape is intrinsically connected 
to its origin story. Only the two 
leading parts of Sanjay Dutt and 

Arshad Warsi remained the same 
"1%2'"+%+(&!1/%."#);%g!D(J(4$%D'*2%
D!-#/% '*J(% 2'(+(% ."#)+% #!!O(/%
like had Badshah of Bollywood 
portrayed them on screen? Yes, for 
those of you who don’t know or 
remember, Shah Rukh Khan was 
producer Vidhu Vinod Chopra’s 
."4+2%&'!"&(%2!%:#*6%B-11*%b'*";%

But director Hirani, who was 
making his debut with Munna Bhai 
M.B.B.S, was hesitant to approach 
the superstar, stating, “Why would 
Shah Rukh Khan want to do my 
."#)j%7%*)%*%1(D&!)(4$%'(%'*+%1!2%
seen anything I have made yet,” 
Raju said in an earlier interview. 
Shah Rukh was shooting for 
Devdas at the time. However, due 
to an impending surgery and the 
1-)(4!-+% +"01(/% ."#)+% 2'*2% D(4(%
already lined up for SRK, the role 
D(12% ."1*##6% 2!% >*1\*6$% *0*"1% !1%
the producer’s suggestion. Hirani, 
who was already reeling from 
the disappointment of not having 
Shah Rukh onboard, had his own 
reservations about Sanjay playing 
2'(%A(#!J(/%0!!1;%b-2%2'(%!1(%."#)%
that changed his heart was the 
gangster drama Vaastav. “I saw 
Vaastav 10-15 times, and upon 
observing his performance in the 
."#)$% 7% 0!2% &!1J"1&(/% 2'*2% >*1\-%
would do a fantastic job of playing 
Munna. The combination of that 
tough exterior (because he looked 
so big), and the soft interior, with 
his lovely smile and droopy eyes, 
made me believe that Sanjay Dutt 
was the right choice for Munna 
Bhai,” Rajkumar Hirani had stated. 
And don’t we all agree?

S"$:"<%\2NC(%M"5,%B"+)%.2$$"%Y+"0%
*2-$(%?e%X%W+,%&1;%*+"*%3)$/0$3,'%
B":L2;"-%70-"$0%*)%3"(*%*+,%"3*)-

New Delhi, Agency. 

Rhea Chakraborty recently shared an 
Instagram story on living in the present 
moment. Of late, Rhea Chakraborty 
has been sharing posts and stories 
on Instagram more regularly than she 
used to. On Tuesday night, the model-
actor shared an Instagram story on 
social media habits of people, urging 
them to spend more time in the real 
world. “Mindless scrolling on social 
media causes disengagement in real 
life, disengagement in real life makes 
it seem dull and boring. Live your life, 
your life is not here. It’s all around 
you. Love RC,” read Rhea’s late-night 
musing. One of Rhea’s more recent 
posts on the social media platform 
was a picture post dedicated to her 
close friend, Shibani Dandekar. On Shibani’s 
birthday, Rhea shared a photo of the two of 

them together, writing, “The woman on the 
right is everything the woman on the left ever 

wants to be Loving , kind , brave 
and righteous! On your birthday, 
I want to tell you that  One 
friend like Shibani Dandekar is 
all anyone should ever wish for. 
Happy birthday to the worlds 
most special girl I love you so so 
much Shibani had stood by Rhea’s 
side when she was accused in 
the Sushant Singh Rajput death 
case, and after Rhea got bail, the 
friends were even photographed 
together on multiple occasions. 
On the work front, Rhea was last 
seen in the Amitabh Bachchan 
and Emraan Hashmi thriller 
Chehre. Rhea has also gotten back 
2!% ."#)"10% *1% -11*)(/% :4!\(&2$%
of which she shared a picture 
from on her social media fairly 

recently. “In the now #theshootlife #rheality 
#behindthescenes,” read her post caption.

B+,"%O+"L-"6)-*<%)$%Z;0$'1,((%()30"1%;,'0" 
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Bengaluru, Agency. 

Priyanka Chopra Jonas wore a mangalsutra 
as she turned a cover-girl for a magazine. 
Check out the global icon’s breathtaking 

photos. Priyanka Chopra dropped some 
latest photos of herself as she turned a 
cover-girl for a leading magazine. The 
latest photoshoot of PeeCee is grabbing 
eyeballs as the actor can be seen wearing 
a mangalsutra for one of her looks. 

Priyanka Chopra recently became the 
global ambassador for an Italian luxury 
jewellery brand Bvlgari and she is 
sporting a mangalsutra by them for 
this look. Talking about the cover and 
her mangalsutra, Priyanka shared on 
'(4% 71+2*04*)$% 3B6% ."4+2% T!0-(% 71/"*%
cover was 15 years ago… I was one 
!5% 2'("4% ."4+2% &!J(4% +2*4+;% P!D% D"2'%

my 11th @vogueindia cover, and 
with my new relationship as 
Bvlgari’s Global Ambassador, 
this collab seems so perfect. 

This is a relationship that has 

been many years in the making, and is one that brings 
me such joy for so many reasons…one of which is the 
Mangalsutra (coming soon) that we created. Discussing 
with @jc.babin, @lucia_silvestri and the @bulgari team 
almost 3 years ago and seeing it come to fruition is such 
a great feeling – it’s so elegant and chic, designed for the 
modern Indian woman who takes charge of her own life. 
I’m so proud of this partnership. In the same interview with 
Vogue India, Priyanka also opened up about how she always 
envisioned herself to be an ambassador for India. Speaking 
about her experience in an American school while growing 
up, the global icon confessed that she was asked ‘dumb 
questions’ about her country  “‘Do you ride elephants and 
cows to school?’ They couldn’t believe that we had cars. I 
D*+%+!%)*/;%7%'*/%*%:4!\(&2%&!)"10%-:%5!4%)6%."1*#%04*/(%*1/%
I went home and stayed up all night. I printed out images 
of modern India: of Mumbai, technology, and all of the cool 
stuff we have. I remember I got an A on that presentation. 
I’ve always felt like I’m an ambassador for India. It’s 
something I’ll continue doing as long as I can.” On the work 
front, Priyanka Chopra Jonas is busy with multiple projects 
in the pipeline. The actor recently shot for Russo Brothers’ 
Amazon series Citadel. Priyanka also has romantic drama 
Text For You, The Matrix 4 and the recently announced 
b!##6D!!/%."#)%a((%Z(%k*4**%"1%'(4%O"226;

New Delhi, Agency.  

Neha Dhupia shared a few photographs on her social media from her surprise baby shower. 
The photos featured her parents, husband Angad Bedi, and some of her friends. Bollywood 
actor Neha Dhupia received a warm surprise from her friends as they arranged a baby 
shower for her on Tuesday evening. Neha 
took to Instagram to share a few photos 
from the occasion. She shared in the caption, 
“I had no idea today’s day would pan out 
like this … the sweetest “surprise” baby 
shower …. I have to say girls you caught your 
O'-."6*%Q'-:"*%2!2*##6%!55%X*-4/l%L!##!D(/%
by an evening with our favourite massis in 
the making. I love you all loads … agali baar 
surprise ke pehle thoda bata dena …here’s 
to the ones who made it and the ones we 
missed … all my love , always She shared a couple of photos with husband Angad and shared 
in the caption, “All you need is love love love Neha Dhupia announced her pregnancy in July 
with a family photo featuring husband Angad Bedi and daughter Mehr. She shared in the 
caption, “Took us 2 days to come with a caption….The best one we could think of was … Thank 
you, God. Neha and Angad welcomed their daughter Mehr in November 2018 after tying the 
knot in May. In a recent Instagram live, the parents addressed the question as to why they 
don’t reveal their daughter’s face. “There’s a reason for that. She is too young. 

F,+"%\+2#0"%-,3,0/,(%Z(K,,*,(*%(2-#-0(,%6"6<%(+)K,-C%
4-);%6,(9,(%X%Zd"/)2-0*,%;""(0(%0$%*+,%;"L0$5C

When Jaya Bachchan told son Abhishek 

that Raqesh Bapat was his competition, 

Amitabh Bachchan praised Tum Bin

Mumbai, Agency.  

Raqesh Bapat, who turns 43 today, is currently locked 
up inside the Bigg Boss OTT house, being paired up 
with Shamita Shetty as a connection. Raqesh Bapat 
is receiving a lot of love for his balanced stance 
on the ongoing Bigg Boss OTT on Voot. The actor, 
who was paired up with fellow contestant Shamita 
Shetty, has made his place on the show. Raqesh, 
who’s also an artiste and a sculptor, is celebrating 
his 43rd birthday inside the house this year. Raqesh 
b*:*2% "+%O1!D1% 5!4% ."#)+% #"O(%Q"#%T"#%96*4%T6*4%*1/%
Heroine, along with TV shows Saat Phere, Seven, 
Maryada, Qubool Hai, Bahu Hamari Rajni Kant and 
Tu Aashiqui. But his most loved project remains 
'"+%/(A-2% ."#)%I-)%b"1$%D'"&'%&!):#(2(/%EF%6(*4+%
in July this year. Before entering the Bigg Boss OTT 
house, Raqesh got candid with indianexpress.com 
about Tum Bin and the love he continues to receive 
for the Anubhav Sinha directorial. In the recent chat, 
]*,(+'% +'*4(/% 2'(% "12(4(+2"10% +2!46% *A!-2% '"+% ."4+2%
meeting with the Bachchans. The actor said it was 
the day when he had called his entire family and 
parents from Pune for the screening of Tum Bin at 
Adlabs in Filmcity. “On the same day July 13, 2001, 
Aks had released and that screening was happening 
before us. So we were waiting in the parking lot. 
Suddenly I see Amitabh Bachchan, Jaya Bachchan, 
Abhishek, Rakeysh Omprakash Mehra, everyone 
stepping out. Jaya ji saw me from far away and came 
to me and said, “You’re that Bapat boy right? I’m so 
proud to meet you, you’re so promising. I keep telling 
Abhishek to look out for you.” Refugee had released 
a while back. She called Abhishek and he hugged me 

and said “Dude, everytime your promo comes, my 
mom calls me and says look out for this guy, he’s your 
competition,” Raqesh said. He further added that 
Jaya Bachchan also introduced Amitabh Bachchan to 
him, who met him warmly, which gave a validation to 
his parents that Raqesh had made a name for himself 
"1%2'(%."#)%"1/-+246;%3>-//(1#6%7%D*+%"1%54!12%!5%+-&'%
legends and I didn’t know what to say. Mr Bachchan 
+*"/%I-)%b"1%#!!O+%#"O(%*%0!!/%."#);%B6%(12"4(%5*)"#6%
was in awe seeing the Bachchans in person. My 
parents almost fainted I think (laughs). My father 
was against me taking up this profession. He wanted 
me to get a job. But this instance changed their entire 
outlook towards what I was doing. These are the 
validation you get for the work you do,” he shared. 
Raqesh, who was just 20 when he did Tum Bin 
believes since that was the time of no social media 
“success didn’t go to anyone’s head.” He, however, 
did agree that the amount of fandom back in the day 
was unmatchable to what we have today. “I used to 
stay as a paying guest at an auntie’s place in Mumbai. 
Now some publication in north gave out my address 
along with my interview. So fans found that out 
and the poor auntie, who never received any letter 
started getting around 5000 letters everyday. The 
postman used to go mad delivering them whole day,” 
Raqesh said adding that some fan letters were even 
written in blood. “Some letter said that ‘my father is 
a station master so if you don’t reply, I’ll jump on the 
track’. Sometimes, it was scary. And at the age of 20, 
you barely understand what’s happening. I quickly 
sent them a picture with an autograph. It was crazy 
and cosmic. If all this happens today, you might get 
trolled,” he concluded.
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