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New Delhi, Agency.  Pakistan’s 
coronavirus cases jumped after more 
pilgrims returning from Iran tested 
positive for the disease. The nation 
reported 204 cases on Wednesday from 
94 two days ago, according to data by 
National Institute of Health. About 60% 
of the cases are people with recent 
travel history to bordering Iran, the 
country with the third-highest number 
of infections, as part of a pilgrimage to 
holy shrines, according to government 
data. The jump makes it South Asia’s 
most affected by the outbreak. Rest of 
the region has 166 cases with about 90% 
in India. The government in Pakistan’s 
Sindh province, which has the most 
number of cases, has restricted public 
movement, closed malls and curtailed 
hospital out patient facilities, while 
schools across the country have been 
closed. Authorities even stopped a 
wedding in Karachi for violating rules. 
Pakistan sealed its 900-kilometer (560 
mile) border with Iran last week. It also 
quarantined 3,000 people in a makeshift 
tent city for 14 days but many positive 
cases were detected among them after 
they were let off. The officials from 
provincial governments of Sindh and 
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa have blamed 
the federal government of negligence 
in not properly screening the pilgrims 
who returned from Iran at the border. 
Pakistan’s state health minister said last 
week it wasn’t possible to quarantine 
all travelers at airports as there isn’t 
enough capacity. “For God’s sake don’t go 
to the hospital if you have a cough or a 
flu” because there is not enough testing 
capacity, Prime Minister Imran Khan, said 
in an address to the nation on Tuesday. 
“Avoid any gathering including religious 
ones with more than 40 people.

Pakistan coronavirus 
cases double after 
pilgrims return from Iran

New Delhi, Agency.   In view of the 
coronavirus pandemic, all concessions 
in Indian Railways have been suspended 
for now, except concessions to students, 
patients and disabled, to discourage 
inessential travel. This means that all other 
train concessions, like senior citizens, 
farmers, war widows, VIPs, delegates, etc. 
stand suspended for now. Earlier in the 
day, the officials said that the Railways had 
cancelled 84 more trains between March 
20 to March 31. This takes the number of 
trains cancelled to 155. “All passengers 
having tickets in cancelled trains are 
being informed about it individually. No 
cancellation fee will be taken for these 
trains. Passengers will get 100-per cent 
refund,” an official said. Some of the trains 
cancelled are Pune-Jabalpur Special, 
Madgaon Express, LTT Nanded Express, 
Tadoba Express, New Delhi-Jabalpur 
Shridham Super Fast Express, Mumbai-
Aurangabad Jan Shatabdi Express, Anand 
Vihar Terminal Gorakhpur Humsafar 
Express, Indore-Khajuraho Express, 
among others. The Indian Railways 
had cancelled 99 trains on Wednesday 
night. The Western Central Railway and 
Northern Railway cancelled 11 trains 
each, while the South Central Railway and 
Northeast Frontier Railway cancelled 20 
trains each on Wednesday. 32 trains were 
cancelled from Southern Railway, and five 
were cancelled from East Central Railway. 
On Tuesday, the Railways had issued a 
set of guidelines to zonal railways for its 
catering staff stating no employee having 
fever, cough, runny nose or difficulty in 
breathing “should be deployed in the 
business of food handling on the Indian 
Railways”. As a precautionary measure, 
most railway zones also increased 
the prices of their platform tickets to 
discourage large crowds. The Western 
Railway (WR) and Central Railway (CR) 
witnessed a drop in their passengers. 
Passengers on WR dropped by around 
eight lakh to 32.26 lakh on Tuesday.

Railways suspends all 
concessions, except to 
students, patients, disabled New Delhi, Agency.     

Former Chief Justice of India Ranjan Gogoi Thursday 
took oath as a member of Rajya Sabha, amid uproar in 
the House as opposition members chanted “shame”. His 
nomination to the Upper House by the President has 
been marred by criticism from the Opposition as well as 
former Supreme Court judges. The Opposition has said 
the move was an “unpardonable” assault on the basic 
structure of the Constitution. The Congress said the 

nomination was “one of the most serious, unprecedented 
and unpardonable assaults on the basic structure of 
the Constitution”, while the CPM said it showed the 
government “brazenly undermining the independence 
of the judiciary”. Meanwhile, retired Supreme Court 
judges Justices Madan B Lokur, A K Patnaik, Kurian 
Joseph and J Chelameswar, questioned and expressed 
disappointment on the decision, saying the nomination 
and its acceptance have “certainly shaken the confidence 
of the common man” and “will raise a lot of doubt about 
the independence of the judiciary”. Justice Lokur had 
told The Indian Express: “There has been speculation for 
sometime now about what honorific would Justice Gogoi 
get. So, in that sense the nomination is not surprising, but 
what is surprising is that it came so soon. This redefines 
the independence, impartiality and integrity of the 
judiciary. Has the last bastion fallen?” Justice Patnaik 
said: “In my opinion, a former CJI or even a judge of the 
Supreme Court should not accept nomination to Rajya 
Sabha or even contest for Rajya Sabha. Such nomination 
or contest will raise a lot of doubt about the independence 
of judiciary.”Justice Kurian Joseph, a former colleague of 
Justice Gogoi, said he was “surprised.

 Ranjan Gogoi takes oath 
as member of Rajya Sabha 

amid ‘shame’ slogans

Srinagar, Agency.     

National Conference (NC) president 
and Member of Parliament from 
Srinagar Farooq Abdullah wrote 
to Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
on Thursday seeking immediate 
restoration of high-speed 4G 
internet services in Jammu and 
Kashmir. “As you are aware, the first 
case of coronavirus was detected 
in Kashmir yesterday which has 
resulted in authorities locking down 
large parts of the valley,” Abdullah, 
who was last week released from a 
seven-month-long detention, said in 
a letter to the prime minister. The 
NC president said businesses and 
students have already been hit hard 
by the shutdown after August 5, 2019 
and are again suffering because of 
these restrictions The people are 
being advised to work/study from 
home, but this is impossible with 
2G internet speed and limited fixed 
line internet penetration. I would, 
therefore, request you to restore 
4G internet services in Jammu and 
Kashmir at the earliest to ease the 
suffering of the people,” he said in 

the letter. The chorus for restoration 
of high-speed 4G internet services 
on mobile phones in Jammu and 
Kashmir has grown in the wake 
of the detection of the first case of 
coronavirus in the valley. Internet 
services were suspended in Jammu 
and Kashmir on August 5 last year, 
hours before the Centre announced 
the abrogation of Article 370. While 
the 2G services on postpaid mobile 
phones and Broadband and lease-
line services were restored months 
later, the 4G services continued to 
remain suspended.

Abdullah writes to PM, seeks immediate 
restoration of 4G internet services in J&K

New Delhi, Agency. 

 
The Supreme Court on Thursday suggested that 
Madhya Pradesh Assembly Speaker N P Prajapati 
should interact with the rebel Congress MLAs 
through a video link or the court can appoint an 
observer to put an end to the fear that the legislators 
are in captivity. Prajapati, however, refused to accept 
the top court’s proposal. Taking a jibe at the Madhya 
Pradesh Assembly Speaker on Thursday, former 
chief minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan asked what 
does the Speaker need extra time for? The former 
chief minister’s reaction comes after the Supreme 
Court’s hearing in the case. 

Advocate Abhishek Manu Singhvi, appearing on 
behalf of Madhya Pradesh Assembly Speaker N P 
Prajapati, sought two weeks of time and asked the 
Supreme Court to let the rebel MLAs return to their 
homes. “Please give me two weeks’ time to decide. 
Let the rebel MLAs come back to MP, their homes,” 
he said. The apex court, which is hearing the BJP’s 
plea for immediate floor test in the state, resumed 
hearing the case on Thursday. Security was beefed up 
at the state headquarters of the BJP and Congress on 
Thursday amid ongoing political tension in Madhya 
Pradesh. On Wednesday Congress workers staged a 
protest outside the BJP headquarters at Deendayal 
Parisar after their senior leader Digvijaya Singh was 

not allowed to meet his party’s rebel MLAs, who are 
staying at a resort in Bengaluru. “We have increased 
the police deployment outside offices of the BJP 
and Congress. An additional force of 200 police 
personnel each has been deployed outside both the 
offices,” Bhopal’s deputy inspector general of police 
Irshad Bali told PTI The Supreme Court bench said, 
‘We can appoint an observer to Bengaluru or some 
other place so that the rebel MLAs can connect 
with the Speaker through video conferencing after 
which he can decide.’ It also asked the Speaker 
whether any inquiry was made on the resignation 
of the rebel MLAs and what decision has he taken 
on them. Senior advocate A M Singhvi, appearing for 
the Speaker.

MP Crisis: SC suggests Speaker interact 
with rebel MLAs via video link, he refuses

New Delhi, Agency.     

Coronavirus has killed over 8,800 people 
globally and has spread to over 140 
countries. In India, 166 positive cases 
have been reported In an effort to reduce 
crowding, the Punjab government has 
decided to ban the public transportation 
system with effect from March 21. The 
government has also limited public 
gathering to 20 from the existing 50. 
Indigo also announced a pay cut for all 
its employees. The aviation sector has 
been hit extremely hard as most airlines 
globally have drastically curtailed 
their flight operations. The number of 
positive cases in India jumped to 166 on 
Thursday. 

A first positive case was reported in 
Chhattisgarh. Fresh cases were reported 
in Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh, and 
Karnataka as well. In Tamil Nadu, 
authorities have identified what they 
call is a “domestic case.” Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi will today address the 
nation to talk about steps being taken 
against the virus. For the first time 
since the coronavirus crisis began, 
China  the epicenter of the infection  
on Thursday reported no new local 
cases. It, however, registered 34 cases 
imported from abroad, the biggest 
daily increase in two weeks, according 
to the National Health Commission. 
Globally, coronavirus has spread to 

140 countries, infecting 2.18 lakh and 
killing over 8,800 people, according to 
a tally kept by Johns Hopkins University. 
Pakistan has decided to close down 
the Wagah border with India for two 
weeks as the number of coronavirus 
cases in the country rose to 341. 
Pakistan’s western border with Iran and 
Afghanistan had already been closed 
to curb the spread of the deadly virus 
which had infected people in more than 
150 countries. The MEA has further 
informed that the emergency fund is up 
and running and quantum of assistance 
to other countries has been requested 
which has cross $1 million. ‘We’re 
moving fast on proposals announced 
during PM’s video conferencing with 

SAARC leaders. The emergency fund 
is up&running. We’ve received many 
requests from other SAARC countries in 
form of masks, gloves etc. Quantum of 
assistance requested so far as crossed 
$1M,’ Ravish Kumar said. The Ministry 
of External Affairs has informed the 
Ministry is strengthening the COVID-19 
control room and strength of 25 to 30 
people are working in the control room. 
“They work in shifts. We are getting 
about 400 e-mails and 1000 calls in a 
day,” the MEA said. The central Railway 
hs cancelled 30 more outstation trains 
till April 1, citing low occupancy. These 
trains are cancelled mainly due to 
low occupancy, as people have been 
advised to avoid non-essential travel 
during the pandemic, a Central Railway 
spokesperson said.Earlier this week, 
the Central Railway had cancelled 32 
trains, which included some popular 
ones and those that are operated 
weekly. The Bombay High Court has 
declared it will function on two days of 
the week and hear only urgent matters. 
The high court’s principal bench in 
Mumbai and regional benches at 
Aurangabad, Nagpur and Goa shall take 
up urgent matters for hearing on March 
23 and 26 (Monday and Thursday). 
Coronavirus has killed over 8,800 
people globally and has spread to over 
140 countries. In India, 166 positive 
cases.

Coronavirus: Indigo announces pay cut, 
Punjab to ban public transport from March 21

n   Coronavirus has killed over 
8,800 people globally and has 
spread to over 140 countries. 
In India,

n  The government has also 
limited public gathering to 
20 from the existing 50.

n  A first positive case was 
reported in Chhattisgarh. 
Fresh cases were reported in 
Maharashtra

Court junks plea seeking stay on execution, convicts to be hanged tomorrow
December 16 gangrape case

New Delhi, Agency.    

The four convicts of December 16 gangrape-
murder case will be hanged on Friday, March 
20, as the Supreme Court on Thursday junked 
two separate pleas filed by Pawan Gupta and 
Mukesh Singh. Delhi’s Patiala House Court 
too dismissed their plea of seeking a stay on 
the execution. While Gupta moved a curative 
plea claiming he was a juvenile at the time 
of the crime, Singh challenged the Delhi 
High Court order which dismissed his plea 
seeking a stay on the hanging. Singh, in his 
plea, claimed he was not in Delhi at the time 
of the gangrape and murder. The other two 
convicts who are set to be hanged tomorrow 
at 5.30 am are Vinay Sharma (26) and 
Akshay Kumar Singh (31). The execution 
of their death warrants has been deferred 
thrice so far due to delays caused by the 
convicts trying to exhaust all legal remedies 
available to them. Minutes after the apex 
court dismissed Gupta’s curative petition, 
the victim’s mother said that her daughter 
will get justice tomorrow. 

“Court gave them so many opportunities 
that they have become habituated of 
bringing something ahead of hanging 

and get it postponed. Now, our Courts are 
aware of their tactics. She will get justice 
tomorrow,” she said. On Monday, three death 
row convicts moved the International Court 
of Justice appealing for an urgent hearing to 
prevent the execution. The three convicts 
— Vinay, Pawan, and Akshay — moved the 
petition through their lawyer AP Singh, 
calling the execution of death warrants 

illegal. They also mentioned the outbreak 
of coronavirus in Delhi stating, “That is 
also important to pertain here that due to 
burst air quality in the world and COVID 
2019 (coronavirus) also in Delhi NCR and 
other states are facing medical emergency…
Functioning of courts from Monday 
16.03.2020 shall be restricted to urgent 
matters with such member of benches as 

may be found appropriate. Everyone is 
aware of what is happening in (the) world 
and also Delhi NCR in regard of water and 
air. Life is going short to short, then why 
death penalty?” the petition read. The 
petition stated that the Tihar jail authorities 
were preparing the execution of the four 
death row convicts in a “hurried manner, 
such a hasty and secretive execution will 
be plainly illegal as above mentioned three 
convicts are yet to avail their legal remedy.” 
The dismissal of the curative petition comes 
a day before the hanging of the four convicts 
— Mukesh Singh (32), Pawan Gupta (25), 
Vinay Sharma (26) and Akshay Kumar Singh 
(31). A Delhi court Thursday rejected the 
plea of death row convicts in the December 
16 gangrape and murder case for a stay 
on execution. Additional Sessions Judge 
Dharmender Rana passed the order setting 
the execution per schedule on March 20 
at 5.30 am. All four convicts-Mukesh (31), 
Pawan Gupta (24), Vinay Sharma (25) and 
Akshay Kumar Singh (33)  have exhausted 
their legal remedies. During the hearing, 
Special Public Prosecutor Irfan Ahmad told 
the court that even Pawan had moved a 
“second mercy petition.
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Living under lockdown: Bengaluru roads are 
traffic-free as work and learning moves online

AIADMK names ex-Speaker 
Thambi Durai, Vasan and 
Munusamy as candidates

Bengalur, Sanjeev Mishra

With the Karnataka government deciding on 
Wednesday to extend till March 31 the social 
distancing measures that were introduced 
on a trial basis from March 14, most places 
in capital Bengaluru are under a lockdown. 
While malls and cinema theatres across the 
city are closed, some of them are using the 
opportunity to undertake renovation works 
and train staff members. At a prominent mall 
in southeast Bengaluru, a security official 
said all staff members coming for training 
purposes are provided with masks and 
sanitisers at the entry gate itself. “Once their 
work is done, everyone has been asked to 
wash their hands with soap and water again 
and during frequent intervals.” Meanwhile, 
Vijay Kumar Bhatia, Senior General Manager, 
Orion Malls said, “We are concerned and 
sensitive about the safety of each of our 
patrons and public health in general, and are 
committed to working with the authorities 
on all precautionary health advisories issued 
across the state.” The other major impact 
has been on educational institutions in the 
city which attract students from across the 
country. With classes suspended until further 
notice, most institutions have implemented 

various methods of digital learning. At 
the St Joseph’s College (Autonomous) at 
Langford Road project assessments and 
even placement interviews have moved 
online. PRO Prof Kiran Jeevan said the 
communication department has finished 
project vivas online via Skype calls where 
internal and external examiners assessed 
candidates online. “Various companies 
approaching us for placements have also 
begun conducting psychometric and aptitude 
tests for students via phone interviews and 
using online methods, enabling students to 

stay off-campus,” he said. Prof Jeevan added 
that all staff have been advised to avoid 
visiting the college until further orders. 
“On receiving the government order last 
week, we have vacated our hostels and most 
outstation students have travelled back to 
their hometowns,” he added. The college at 
present has over 6,300 students with over 35 
per cent outstation students. At Greenwood 
High International School, worksheets and 
assessment papers have been uploaded 
online. “The current scenario has caused a 
disruption in education and online teaching 

appears to be the solution. We are in 
advanced talks with various platforms 
and hope to get onto one soon,” Principal 
Aloysius D’Mello said. At the LISAA School 
of Design in Koramangala, the management 
has instructed staff to maintain a safe 
distance of about six feet from each other. 
“The floorings and walls of all common 
areas, lifts, railings, surfaces and other 
places likely to be touched are being 
cleaned using sanitising liquids multiple 
times a day. Care and attention are being 
given to housekeeping staff and they are 
provided with necessary soap/sanitizer/
liquid soap for periodic hand washing,” said 
Avi Keswani, Founder and Director. While 
most families stuck at home, apartment 

complexes in the city are unusually full 
round the clock. With summer kicking in, the 
government has been on its toes to ensure 
social distancing measures are put in place 
strictly along with the ban on gatherings and 
prohibition of swimming pools. We are fine 
with the closing of pools as we understand it 
is an important precautionary measure. With 
the children’s play area closed and no get-
togethers allowed in public areas, we have 
been complying with all social distancing 
measures put in place by the government.

Chandigarh Correspondent. 

A former MLA has threatened to migrate from Shamli due 
to constant traffic jams caused by buffalo carts loaded with 
sugarcane outside his house in the district. Ex-Kairana MLA 
Rajeshwar Bansal, who is also a former chairman of Shamli 
municipality, said on Wednesday that he would sell his house 
and move out along with his family as he is facing a lot of 
problems with hundreds of loaded buffalo carts blocking the 
road. His house is located close to a prominent sugar mill in the 
district. Shamli District Magistrate Jasjit Kaur said the issue will 
be solved after holding discussions with the sugar mill officials. 
Ex-Kairana MLA Rajeshwar Bansal, who is also a former 
chairman of Shamli municipality, 

Samastipur / Hajipur (Bihar)

In order to reduce the 
spread of corona virus, an 
important decision by East 
Central Railway aimed at 
reducing congestion and 
awareness at congested 
stations.  There is a 
temporary increase in 
the price of platform 
tickets at 50 stations of 
five divisions to  50.  The 
details of which are as 
follows- Pandit Deendayal 
Upadhyay Mandal under 
which Pandit Deendayal 
Upadhyay Junction, Gaya, 
Sasaram, Dehri on Sone, 
Anugraha Narayan Road 
and Bhabhua Road Station 
till date 15.04.2020 after 
total update of computer 
system by 6 stations CRIS.
* Danapur division under 
which Patna, Danapur, 
Pataliputra, Rajendra Nagar, 
Patna Sahib, Bakhtiyarpur, 
Barh, Ara, Buxar, Mokama, 
Jehanabad, Bihar Sharif 

and Rajgir Total 13 stations 
from midnight of 19 days 
2020 till further notice.
* Dhanbad Division under 
which Dhanbad, Gomo, 
Singrauli, Parasnath, 
Koderma, Daltonganj, 
Chandrapura, Barakakana, 
Garhwa Road, Renukoot, 
Chopan Total 11 stations 
from midnight of 
19.03.2020 to 30.04.2020.
* Muzaffarpur, Barauni, 
Hajipur, Sonpur, Begusarai, 
Mansi and Navagachia total 
8 stations under Sonpur 
division from midnight of 
19.03.2020 to 31.03.2020
* Saharsa, Samastipur, 
Darbhanga, Raxaul, Laheria 
Sarai, Sitamarhi, Bapudham, 
Motihari, Betia, Jayanagar, 
Narkatiaganj, Sugauli and 
Madhubani total 12 stations 
under Samastipur division, 
all from midnight of 19-
03-2020 to 31.03.2020.  
Platform tickets at the 
station will continue to be 
available at ten as before.

Madhubani Rajkumar  Roy

With about a fortnight left for the biennial 
Rajya Sabha elections, AIADMK 
announced the names of former Lok 
Sabha deputy Speaker M Thambidurai 
and party deputy co-ordinator K 
P Munusamy KP Munusamy as 
its candidates. The Tamil Nadu 
ruling party allotted one seat to ally 
Tamil Maanila Congress, which has 
nominated its chief GK Vasan as the 
candidate for election to six Rajya 
Sabha seats from Tamil Nadu. While 
Thambi Durai and Munusamy had lost 
in 2019 Lok Sabha polls from Karur 
and Krishnagiri respectively, Vasan’s 
party was allotted one seat in the 
general elections in Tamil Nadu by AIADMK-
BJP alliance. Last week, DMK had renominated 
party strongman ‘Tiruchi’ Siva for the Rajya 
Sabha polls along with Anthiyur Selvaraj and 
NR Elango. The MPs who would complete 
their terms are AIADMK S Muthukaruppan, 
A K Selvaraj, Vijila Sathyanath and expelled 
AIADMK MP Sasikala Pushpa, who recently 
joined the BJP. DMK’s ‘Tiruchi’ Siva and 
CPI(M)’s TK Rangarajan are the other two. 
Tamil Nadu will send six candidates to the 
Upper House, with both the ruling AIADMK 
and opposition DMK having the required 
numbers to nominate three members each. 

However, the AIADMK’s strength in the 
Upper House is likely to go down from 11 
to 10 and DMK’s strength will increase five 

to seven. The last date for filing nomination 
is March 13. The nominations would be 
scrutinised on March 16 and the last date to 
withdraw the nominations is March 18. Both 
AIADMK and DMK can avoid the election on 
March 26 if they can make an arrangement 
similar to the one in last July where both 
the Dravidian parties nominated their Rajya 
Sabha members unopposed. Overall, 55 Rajya 
Sabha seats across 17 states will see elections 
this month. On Sunday, West Bengal Chief 
Minister Mamata Banerjee had nominated 
four candidates for Rajya Sabha polls, with 
two of them being women.

Chandigarh:, Correspondent. 

A member of the cleaning 
staff doges around a crowd of 
masked patients, mopping the 
floor, outside the communicable 
disease screening ward of GMCH 
32. Unlike the crowd of patients 
anxiously waiting to be screened 
for Covid-19, the cleaner remains 
unmasked. “We have been told to 
wear a mask, but to be honest, 
no one really cares about what 
happens to us. If not the disease 
something else will get us. If we 
refuse to come to work, we will 
lose our pay, and if we spend time 
here we might get this disease 
everyone has been talking about. 
Only god is our guardian,” says 
the man, before swooping back 
with his mop into a masked 
crowd again. Although for 
healthcare workers, contractual 
or not, it is mandatory to resume 

operations as usual, despite the 
pandemic, most other daily wage 
and contractual labourers in the 
city fear losing out on work and 
their livelihood, while fearing for 
the safety of their children and 
themselves amid the Covid-19 
pandemic. Meanwhile, many have 
already lost out on work and are 
struggling to make ends meet. I 
had to work at a construction site 

in Sector 18 and our contractor 
was supposed to call us, but there 
has been no communication as 
of now. They are not beginning 
any new construction projects 
and older projects have also been 
stalled,” says Raja Ram, a daily 
wage construction worker living 
with his four children and his 
wife in Dhanas. 

Ram also adds that they have 
not received any information 
regarding taking preventive 
measures to prevent contracting 
the novel coronavirus 
disease. “There has been no 
communication either from the 
union or our contractor, all we 
know is what we hear on the 
phone,” adds Ram. Another daily 
wage labourer from Dhanas, 
Ajay Kumar claims that he and 
a few of his colleagues have had 
no work for the past 10-15 days 
and have been anxiously passing 

the days trying to look for work. 
“Most of us live in a jhuggi, so at 
least we do not have to pay rent. 
But I do not know what we will 
do if this continues longer than 
a week. We have no savings, 
how will we feed our children?” 
says Kumar. “I do not care for 
the danger of the virus, I need 
to keep working because we 
are not provided with any paid 
leave or health coverage,” adds 
an impassioned Kumar. At the 
multipurpose hall construction 
site inside Panjab University, 
where work was being carried 
out as usual till Tuesday, a site 
engineer claimed that most 
workers will be dismissed soon 
and construction work will halt 
until March 31. “Most people 
have already stopped coming for 
labour here, and more will be 
given letters to cease work soon,” 
says the site engineer.

Daily wage, contractual workers doomed 
if they quarantine, suffer if they don’t

A campaign will be conducted to protect against Kala-
azar, door-to-door synthetic pyrathyroid sprayed

 ‘Le Corona Ticket Pachgunna’
50… increased by increasing the price of 
platform tickets aimed at reducing the 

spread of corona virus.

Ex-MLA threatens to move 
out of Shamli over traffic jams 

caused by sugarcane carts New Delhi Correspondent.

Malappuram MP and Indian Union Muslim League 
National General Secretary PK Kunhalikkutty on 
Wednesday termed the nomination of former Chief 
Justice of India, Ranjan Gogoi to the Rajya Sabha as a 
shame for the nation. The nomination raises serious 
doubts about the independence of the judiciary. It 
is natural for the people to doubt whether this is a 
reward by the government for the outgoing CJI, said 
Kunhalikkutty. It is quite unfortunate especially in the 
backdrop of the Babri verdict etc. This nomination 
is particularly grave in nature as compared to any other nomination in the past.  
Gogoi’s presence would be a shame for the Upper House, said Kunhalikkutty.

Nomination of Ranjan Gogoi to the Rajya Sabha 
A Shame For The Nation: PK Kunhalikkutty

Chapra, Raj Kumar Roy. 

 A campaign will be started from March 20 to 
eradicate Kalazar in Saran.  In connection with 
this, a press conference was organized in the 
District Malaria Office under the chairmanship 
of Civil Surgeon Dr. Madhaveshwar Jha.  In which 
the civil surgeon said that there is a district alert 
regarding Kala-azar.  The Health Department 
is running a rapid eradication program to 
protect the society from this disease.  Synthetic 
pyrathyroid is to be sprayed after reaching 
various villages of the district.  The campaign 
for this is starting from March 20, which will run 
for 60 days.  Also present on this occasion were 
BDC Sudhir Kumar, Malaria Inspector Mustafa 
Ansari, CAR India DPO VL Aditya Kumar, Ranjan 
Kumar, Anuj Kumar and others.
The campaign will run in 1265 villages:
DMO Dr Dilip Kumar Singh informed that 
this campaign will be carried out in 12 blocks 
of 20 villages in the district.  Sprinkling will 
be done door-to-door under the campaign.  
588541 houses to be sprayed.  He informed 
that 3158204 population will be covered.  169 
teams have been deployed in the district.  A 
total of 1000 people will work.
  88 Kala-azar patients in the district so far:

 DMO said that the number of patients receiving 
blackjack in the district has been steadily 
decreasing.  There has been a decrease in the 
number of Kala-azar patients by 24 percent as 
compared to 2019.  So far 88 Kala-azar patients 
have been found in the district.  Those who 
are being properly treated by the department.  
Kala-azar patients are also being given labor 
compensation amount.
Disease spreads like this:
Kala-azar disease is caused by a germ called 
Lishmenia doni, which spreads through sand 
fly bites.  Also, this disease also enters from one 
person to another.  If fever and other adverse 
symptoms are felt in the body for more than 
two weeks, it is necessary to have an immediate 
checkup.  There is proper treatment in Sadar 
Hospital.  Here patients are treated in a single 
day.  It is said that the fly of Kala-azar spreads 
more in places with moisture and darkness.
Patients will get labor compensation 
amount of Rs 7100:

District Vector Borne Disease Control Officer, 
Dr. Dilip Kumar Singh told that a labor-
compensation amount of Rs. 7100 will also be 
given to the patient suffering from Kala-azar.  
This amount is given by the Government of 
India and the State Government.  In which, 6600 
rupees are provided for the patients under Chief 
Minister Kalajar Relief Campaign and Rs 500 
from the Government of India.
Characteristics of Kala-azar:
•  If a person has a fever for more than two 
weeks, has enlarged spleen and liver and is 
not cured by treatment, then he may have 
blackjack.

•  Post Kalazar Dermal Lishmaniasis (PKDL) is 
a skin disease that occurs after Kalazar.

•  Fever for more than two weeks, anemia 
(anemia), enlargement of liver and eczema, 
loss of appetite, weakness and loss of 
weight.

•  Dry, thin, scaly skin and hair loss are also 
some of its symptoms.

•  Delay in treatment also darkens the skin of 
hands, feet and abdomen.

 
Chandigarh: Correspondent.

THE PUNJAB and Haryana High Court Wednesday issued a notice to the Punjab 
Vidhan Sabha and the Punjab Ekta Party founder Sukhpal Singh Khaira in a petition 
seeking Khaira’s disqualification from the Legislative Assembly on the ground of 
defection. During the resumed hearing of the case, the court was informed that 
the Vidhan Sabha has framed the rules regarding the procedure to be adopted in 
deciding the question of disqualification of members on ground of defection and 
same were placed on record during the Assembly session which concluded earlier 
this month. However, the court was also told that the rules have not been passed 
yet. Advocate General Atul Nanda argued that the court’s jurisdiction can start 
only once everything is in place and the Speaker fails to exercise the jurisdiction, 
adding “since the rules are not in place in the present case, the stage of court’s 
intervention has not arrived”. The court, while issuing a formal notice to the Vidhan 
Sabha and Khaira, asked for a reply in the case. Nanda last month had sought 
adjournment in the case saying the rules are likely to be approved soon by the 
House. The draft rules have been prepared in terms of Para 8 of the 10th Schedule 
of the Constitution. Para 6 of the 10th Schedule relates to the decision on questions 
regarding disqualification on ground of defection. Under Para 8 sub-paragraph 1(d), 
there has to be a procedure for deciding any question regarding disqualification of 
a member and for any inquiry which may be made for the purpose of deciding such 
question. The rules had not been framed in nearly 30 years in Punjab. During the 
resumed hearing of the case, the court was informed that the Vidhan Sabha has 
framed the rules regarding the procedure to be adopted in deciding the question of 
disqualification of members on ground of defection.

Chandigarh: Notice on plea seeking Sukhpal 
Singh Khaira’s disqualification as MLA

Bengaluru Correspondent.

The number of road 
accidents has gone down by 
an average 10 per cent after 
the amended Motor Vehicles 
Act with a steep increase 
in fines came into force, 
Lok Sabha was informed 
on Thursday. Responding 
to supplementary queries 
during Question Hour, 
Transport Minister Nitin 
Gadkari said after the 
amended law came into 
force, most states have seen 
a decline in road accidents. 
He said Kerala and and 
Assam on the contrary have 
seen an increase in accidents 
The states and union 
territories that saw reduction in road accidents include Delhi, Uttar Pradesh, Jammu 
and Kashmir, Andhra Pradesh and Manipur. He said on an average there has been a 
reduction of 10 per cent in road accidents. The amendments to the Motor Vehicle 
Act for a steep increase in fines for violations were passed by Parliament recently. It 
came into force from September 1, 2019. The states and union territories that saw 
reduction in road accidents include Delhi, Uttar Pradesh, Jammu and Kashmir, Andhra 
Pradesh and Manipur.

Road accidents down by 10 per cent after 
increase in fines: Gadkari in Lok Sabha

n   The campaign will run for 60 
days from March 20

n Team will go door to door in 
1265 villages
n  Patients will get labor-

compensation amount of Rs 
7100.
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Coronavirus: IIT-Delhi tightens entry norms, 
asks hostelers to pack bags and leave

New Delhi Correspondent. 

IIT-Delhi Wednesday decided to restrict 
entry to the campus by shutting all but 
one gate and issued orders asking all 
students, except international students, 
to vacate their hostel rooms. This comes 
a day after the institute asked eight 
staff members and two guests to self-
quarantine after it was found a person, 
who tested positive for COVID-19, 
had stayed in one of the institute’s 
guesthouses. IIT-D has also kept five 
students who returned from the US on 
March 10 in isolation within the campus 
for 14 days as a precautionary measure. 
“The Dean of Students said they were 
taken to RML Hospital yesterday, and 
doctors asked them to stay in isolation 
for 14 days. We have kept them in some 
one-room apartments on campus,” said 
Professor V K Aggarwal, chairman of IIT-
D’s hospital advisory committee. 

A student with a travel history to 
Norway was also sent for a check-up to 
RML Tuesday but was sent back without 
any advice for self-isolation. In a circular 
issued Wednesday, security officer 
Sandeep Sharma said, “Keeping in view 
the increasing cases of COVID-19, it 
has been decided…to close the gates 
of the institute with immediate effect 
until further orders.” The gates which 
have been shut include the Mehrauli 
gate (Shani Mandir), Hostel gate and 
Vishwarkarma Bhawan gate. “It has also 

been decided that pedestrian gate(s) 
will remain closed. Katwaria Sarai and 
Jia Sarai gates will also remain closed 
till further orders,” said Sharma, adding 
that “visitor entry will be restricted till 
further orders”. Auto-rickshaws and 
cabs would only be allowed to enter and 
exit from the main gate, and domestic 
workers can enter on showing their 
identity cards issued by IIT-D, the circular 
said. In a separate notice, Assistant 
Registrar Mukesh Chand said, “It has 
been decided that all students, except 
international students, will have to leave 
the hostel positively by March 19.” The 
institute earlier asked most students 

to vacate hostels, but made exceptions 
for PhD students (except those who 
are in their first year of research). On 
Tuesday, IIT-D officials wrote to all 
faculty members, saying they tried to 
get the eight contractual staff and two 
guests tested for coronavirus but got 
no response from the helpline number. 
Asked if the tests were conducted 
Wednesday, Aggarwal said he had not 
received any information yet. He said 
it was not possible to quarantine staff 
members in the institute due to a lack of 
support infrastructure. When contacted, 
RML Hospital did not respond to queries 
on the matter.

Noida Correspondent. 

With Noida recording its fourth coronavirus case on 
Wednesday, the administration is working to trace anyone 
the four people came in contact with, even as their families 
were put under home quarantine. With panic spreading 
among residents of several 
high-rises in the area, 
health officials are also 
taking feedback by visiting 
each house within 1-2 
km radius of the localities 
where the patients lived. 
“As soon as a patient tests 
positive, our first measure 
is to take samples of family 
members and those who 
came in immediate contact. Once those are sent, we begin 
tracing other persons who live in the vicinity and seek 
information about their health and travel history. More 
quarantine facilities are being set up and we urge people 
to get in touch with us if they show symptoms. We are 
currently tracking thousands of people in the high-rise 
localities,” said Dr Anurag Bhargava, CMO, Gautam Budh 
Nagar. Residents said the team of medical officials are 
enquiring about the number of family members and any 
flu-like symptoms exhibited by residents. Teams have been 
visiting the societies since Tuesday to create a logbook of 
residents. Society associations have meanwhile barred 
maids and domestic helps from visiting homes for the next 
few days. Delivery staff are being allowed till the common 
area or the lobby, and entry via staircase or the elevators 
has been stopped. Some residents also claimed that as 
news of people testing positive spread, there was panic 
buying of essential items in the area. 

High tension in Noida high-rises, 
officials begin contact tracing

New Delhi Correspondent.  

Keeping in mind the instructions given by the state and 
central governments and circulars issued by Bishops 
in several dioceses, the Kenton Devotion “stations of 
the Cross”, is to be suspended as well, the statement 
read. The Archbishop of Delhi, Anil Couto, on Thursday 
announced that all services on Sundays as well on 
weekdays across 60 parishes in the national capital 
will remain suspended till March 31 in the wake of the 
coronavirus cases. In a circular released earlier in the 
day, the Delhi Catholic Church said the measure was 
taken to ensure the safety of the people as the virus has 
affected thousands across the globe. Keeping in mind the 
instructions given by the state and central governments 
and circulars issued by Bishops in several dioceses, 
the Kenton Devotion “stations of the Cross”, is to be 
suspended as well, the statement read. It added that the 
same may be done at home within the family. On March 
22 (4th Sunday of Lent) and March 29 (5th Sunday of 
Lent), services will be live-streamed on the Facebook 

account of Archbishop Anil Couto at 9 am, the circular 
read. However, churches will remain open for prayer. 
“We are regularly cleaning the churches to ensure that 
they are safe for private prayer,” said a representative of 
the Archbishop.

Delhi Catholic Church suspends 
services till March 31 over coronavirus

New Delhi Correspondent.  

The Delhi government is considering the option 
of keeping schools in the capital closed beyond 
March 31 and is planning how to sustain 
teaching and learning in that case. Due to the 
coronavirus outbreak, the Delhi government 
had so far ordered the closure of all schools in 
the city till March 31. The academic disruption 
caused by this closure has mostly been limited, 
as almost all schools’ final exams were underway 
or nearly completed, after which they were 
going to close for an end-of-year break. However, 
the new academic school year is due to begin 
on April 1, and the government is preparing 

for the possibility of extending the closure of 
schools beyond that if the situation does not 
stabilise by then. On Wednesday, Deputy Chief 
Minister Manish Sisodia wrote to the Education 
Secretary that he will hold a “brainstorming 
session” on March 26 with a group of senior 
education department officials, heads and 
teachers of government, municipal corporation 
and private schools, and the Delhi Commission 
for Protection of Child Rights.  In case we need 
to close the schools any further, we must have an 
alternate plan in place so that the academic loss 
of children, due to prolonged closure of schools, 
can be minimised.. participants are expected to 
come up with ideas of learning-support activities 

for children at their respective homes with the 
help of parents and technology, to the extent 
feasible,” read Sisodia’s note. The Indian Express 
had reported how some schools are sending 
online learning material to their students even 
now, and how high-end schools such as The 
British School have begun virtual learning 
through collaborative software. However, a 
senior education department official said the 
teaching-learning plan will have to consider the 
resource limitations of a bulk of the students. 
The online learning possibilities are limited in 
the homes of many government and municipal 
corporation school students, who come from 
low-income households,” the official said.

Capital prepares for possibility of schools remaining shut

At Haryana manufacturing units, working 
from home not an option as sales slump
New Delhi, Correspondent. 

Even as employees at several multinational 
corporations and IT firms in Gurgaon 
have started working from home as a 
precautionary measure against COVID-19 
in the last few days, this isn’t a viable option 
for those in the manufacturing sector. 
Officials at manufacturing units, however, 
said several measures have been taken to 
protect employees and make them aware 
of precautions they can take at a personal 
level. While some organisations are 
focusing more on physical precautions, 
such as providing sanitisers and masks, 
others are also emphasising on mental 
health of workers and providing them 
“counselling”. We have been taking several 
proactive actions in the manufacturing 
sector for almost 10 days. We began with 
counselling of workers and staff, including 
extensive counselling on maintaining 
personal hygiene. Their living conditions 
outside the factory are not very hygienic, 
so we guided them on what to avoid and 
how to enforce personal cleanliness,” 

said Animesh Saxena, CEO of Neetee 
Apparel LLP, which has a manufacturing 
unit in Udyog Vihar. On physical measures 
taken, he said, “When workers come 
into the factory, we conduct a thermal 
check of their temperatures and make 

them clean their hands with sanitiser. 
Liquid soap and sanitisers have been 
provided at convenient places. Masks 
have also been made available.” At Maruti 
Suzuki, a company spokesperson said 
a slew of measures have been taken, 
including replacement of the biometric 
attendance system with a punch card 
system. Employees are also being 
requested to avoid large meetings and 
events, and to extensively use tele- and 
video-conferencing facilities. “Access 
to sanitisers within the premises is 
in abundance, and face masks and 
sanitisers are also being made available 
at discounted rates. We are also carrying 

out frequent cleaning of all public areas, 
furniture, door handles, washrooms, 
canteens, and vehicles ferrying company 
staff,” said the spokesperson. At Honda 
Motorcycle Scooter and India (HMSI), 
while officials could not be contacted 
for comment, members of the workers’ 
union said apart from stopping biometric 
punching, workers have been asked 
to wear uniforms at home instead of 
changing on the premises. “Earlier, we 
would change into our uniforms in the 
locker room; now we have to wear the 
uniform at home so there is no gathering 
in the locker room. Masks were in use in 
a lot of departments earlier too, but now 

they are trying to make that 100%,” said 
union president Suresh Gaur. Deepak 
Maini, general secretary of the Gurugram 
Industrial Association, claimed measures 
such as providing sanitisers and masks 
were being taken at the industry level 
as well. “Most of our members are from 
the garment and automobile industry, 
who cannot work from home, so we have 
told them to take as many precautions as 
possible. We have asked them to provide 
masks to workers, and have given 10,000 
masks to our members at a cost of Rs 2 
each. We are also providing gel-based 
sanitisers at a cost of Rs 250 each to 
members. We have been doing this for the 
last 15 days,” he said.

Despite operations continuing as usual 
so far, officials from these manufacturing 
set-ups said they are concerned about the 
future. Many called the virus a “double 
whammy” for them  it has increased costs 
due to the precautionary measures being 
taken for employees and has also adversely 
affected their finances by causing a fall in 
business. “Manesar is a big export hub 
of garments and textiles. In the last four-
five days, a big crisis has emerged with 
buyers canceling many orders. Europe  a 
big export market for textiles and apparel 
from India  is on a lockdown.

New Delhi Correspondent.  

Four more people tested positive for coronavirus in Delhi-NCR on Wednesday — two 
in the capital, and one each in Noida and Gurgaon. A 22-year-old woman with a travel 
history to London and a 38-year-old woman with 
a travel history to Saudi Arabia tested positive 
for COVID-19 in Delhi. Both patients have been 
admitted to Safdarjung hospital. The woman 
with a travel history to London is a resident of 
North Delhi and the other resides in East Delhi. 
The health department has initiated contact 
tracing of both patients. While 33 contacts have 
been traced for the 22-year-old patient, 100 
contacts of the other woman have been traced 
so far. Till date, 1,91,653 passengers landing 
from COVID-19 affected countries have been screened at Delhi airport and placed under 
surveillance. A total of 5,323 passengers were screened on Wednesday. Medical teams 
have been deputed from Delhi government at the airport for the screening of passengers. 
As many as 11 suspected cases were admitted to Lok Nayak hospital Wednesday night. 
One suspected patient has been admitted at GTB hospital. Haryana health department 
officials said a Gurgaon resident, who has been admitted at Safdarjung hospital since 
March 9, tested positive on Wednesday. His sample was taken in Safdarjung, Delhi. His 
report was positive… He is 44 years old and a resident of Gurgaon. All the measures 
have been taken as per protocol.  Eight samples have been taken for lab confirmation,” 
the department’s official report said. Officials said the man, who stays in Sector 50, had 
returned from London on March 7 and presented viral-like symptoms. Although he 
initially stayed home, he went to RML hospital in Delhi to get himself tested.

 Coronavirus: NCR records 4 new 
cases, all returned from abroad

Delhi: After day of chaos, some order at IGI

n  The online learning 
possibilities are limited 
in the homes of many 
government and municipal 
corporation school students, 
who come from low-income 
households,” the official said.

New Delhi, Correspondent.  

After arriving at the airport, travellers 
would be brought to counters set up 
by the Airport Health Organisation 
(APHO) at a pier in Terminal 3 for 
initial thermal screening. Passengers 
showing symptoms of COVID-19 would 
be isolated here and sent to designated 
hospitals for further treatment. After 
more than 400 travellers from Paris 
and Frankfurt had to wait over eight 
hours at the Indira Gandhi International 
Airport (IGIA) as authorities scrambled 
to quarantine them, a meeting was held 
Tuesday by the special secretary of the 
Union health ministry, Sanjeeva Kumar, 
to review the situation. The meeting 
discussed drawing up a fresh standard operating 
procedure (SOP) for passenger quarantine, and had all 
stakeholders in attendance including representatives 
from the Delhi government and the Bureau of 
Immigration. 

In the next 24 hours, the new SOP became 
operational at IGIA, officials said, which has cut the time 
between arrival and leaving for quarantine to roughly 
three hours. It also mentions exploring the possibility 
of “home quarantine stamps” for passengers, as done 
by Maharashtra. The decision on this would be taken by 
the Delhi government, officials said. The problem that 
arose Monday was caused after about 405 passengers 
from Paris and Frankfurt arrived at the same time 
around 9 am, according to officials. This increased 
the pressure on staff who were screening them for 
COVID-19 symptoms at a dedicated pier at Terminal 3. 
Passengers were then sent to quarantine facilities run 
by the state governments in Delhi and Gurgaon, and 
screened for a second time there. Many did not find the 
facilities suitable and refused to get off the buses that 
took them, causing further delays, officials said. Under 
the new SOP, the Ministry of Civil Aviation would 
instruct Delhi airport authorities to stagger the arrival 
of flights from COVID-19 affected countries. After 
arriving at the airport, travellers would be brought 
to counters set up by the Airport Health Organisation 
(APHO) at a pier in Terminal 3 for initial thermal 

screening. Passengers showing symptoms of COVID-19 
would be isolated here and sent to designated hospitals 
for further treatment. Asymptomatic passengers 
would then move to immigration counters, form 
batches of 30 after clearance and be escorted through 
luggage belts and customs by a five-member team 
— headed by the CISF and including representatives 
from the airport, airlines and Delhi Police. Airport 
operator DIAL would provide them refreshments 
as they move into a triage area  set up at a disused 
staff canteen at Terminal 3  to be screened again by 
medical officers and para-medical staff deputed by 
the Delhi government.Those without any risk factors 
would be sent for home quarantine after they sign a 
declaration to remain under quarantine for 14 days 
or face penal action. They would also be linked to an 
Integrated Disease Surveillance Programme (IDSP) 
system of the Delhi government. High-risk passengers 
identified for quarantine would then be taken to either 
a paid quarantine facility in a hotel room or at the state 
government-run facilities, based on their choice. The 
quarantine facilities at present comprise about 180 
fixed price rooms at three premier hotels in Aerocity 
and the government-monitored facilities. The Delhi, 
Haryana and UP governments have set aside centres 
for quarantine with a total capacity of 1,000 beds 
— 600 at various locations in Delhi, and 200 each in 
Gurgaon and Noida. The Noida facility is expected to 
become operational by Thursday.

Gurgaon Correspondent. 

The move comes three days after the Haryana government directed all schools, colleges, gyms, 
clubs, cinema halls and theatres in the state to remain shut until month-end. The Gurgaon 
administration Wednesday directed all shopping malls in the district to remain closed until 
March 31 as a precautionary measure against the coronavirus outbreak. The move comes three 
days after the Haryana government directed all schools, colleges, gyms, clubs, cinema halls 
and theatres in the state to remain shut until month-end. The order, issued in the evening, 
also restricts any gathering in Gurgaon to a “maximum of 50 persons”. District Magistrate Amit 
Khatri has directed several other activities to be “suspended” until March 31, including “the 
operations of weekly bazaars, shopping malls, except pharmacies, medical establishments, grocery stores and supermarkets”. 
This decision was made earlier in the day at a meeting involving officials from the district administration, Additional Chief 
Secretary (ACS) of Health and Family Welfare, Rajiv Arora, who was also appointed nodal officer for COVID-19 Wednesday 
morning, and representatives of hospitals, restaurant associations, and National Association of Software and Service 
Companies (NASSCOM). Although the order directed that the direction be adopted with immediate effect, malls in the city 
continued to operate Wednesday evening. An official from the MG Road Mall Association said, “Malls have just received the 
notice, so from tomorrow we will close down. Right now, there are customers in malls. 

Covid-19: Gurgaon shuts down malls till March 31
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Earlier this week, the President of India 
nominated former Chief Justice of India, Ranjan 
Gogoi, to the Rajya Sabha. This led to a flurry of 
criticism from many quarters, with some calling 
it a blot on the independence of the judiciary 
and others insinuating that Gogoi was being 
“rewarded” for his recent judgments: Gogoi was 
a part of many Supreme Court benches that ruled 
on several landmark cases including Ayodhya, 
Rafale, and human rights in Jammu and Kashmir 
after the revocation of Article 370. His critics 
are insinuating that these judgments, seemingly 
favouring the BJP, fetched him a post-retirement 
job in the form of a nomination to the Rajya 
Sabha. This charge is bizarre. It suggests that 
the higher judiciary must never hand down a 
judgment that even remotely favours the ruling 
party. The Ayodhya ruling, which handed over 
the possession of the disputed plot in Ayodhya 
to the Hindus for a temple to be constructed, 
was based on the community having a greater 
possessory title to that piece of land. Moreover, 
it was a unanimous verdict Justice Gogoi was just 
one of the five judges on the bench. That said, 
it is vital to examine the uniqueness of Gogoi’s 
appointment to the Rajya Sabha. His appointment 
is an Article 80 appointment. Article 80 of the 
Constitution requires the President to nominate 
12 members who possess special knowledge or 
practical experience in literature, science, arts 
and social service. The President does so with 
the aid and advice of the council of ministers. 
However, these are independent appointments 
to the Rajya Sabha. The 12 members are not 
required to follow party whip in the House. 
Gogoi hasn’t joined the BJP, or any political party 
for that matter, in order to be nominated to the 
Upper House. Gogoi can, therefore, criticise the 
Modi government, if he so chooses. He can also 
vote against the government. There is nothing 
that the Modi government, or the BJP, can do 
about it. If the BJP or the Modi government 
wanted to “reward” Gogoi, it would have offered 
him the party membership before nominating 
him to the Rajya Sabha. Many BJP members and 
supporters have pointed out that the Congress 
has rewarded judges in the past. For example, a 
former CJI, Ranganath Misra, was nominated to 
the Rajya Sabha in 1998. He was the first CJI to 
enter the Rajya Sabha after retirement. His entry 
differed from Gogoi’s nomination in one critical 
aspect – Misra actually joined the Congress party 
before he was sent to the Rajya Sabha. It was not 
an Article 80 appointment. This meant that in all 
parliamentary matters before the Rajya Sabha, 
he had to follow the whip of the Congress party. 
He could not take an independent stand without 
consequences.
 -Vijay Kumar

Hitesh Jain

A couple of years ago, I spoke at an event about 
the concept of paperless and people-less courts. 
This an achievable and realistic goal. We just have 
to change our attitude. The legal curriculum has 
to change. Future generations of lawyers should 
study not only legal subjects but also technology 
and management. We have to think out of the box 
and change mindsets. Paperless courts have been 
a topic of discussion in the last few years, and we 
can see some steps being taken in that direction. 
But old habits die hard. Just as continuous legal 
education is part of a lawyer’s routine, adaptation 
to technology must also become a professional goal. 
By using video evidence, video-conferencing and 
telepresence technologies effectively, a paper-less 

and crowd-less court 
can indeed become a 
reality. By leading from 
the front in this area, 
India will be also doing 
its part to combat 
global warming. With 
the reduction or near 
elimination of paper, 
and a reduced crowd 

at courts, there will be a significant reduction in 
the carbon footprint of the country. Technology can 
be indeed a solution for the legal fraternity while 
dealing with both contentious and non-contentious 
matters. We must invest in virtual courtrooms and 
I am convinced that, barring a few exceptions, 
hearings can be conducted on a virtual basis. This 
will eliminate paper and it will eliminate crowding. 
But it will certainly not eliminate work and the 
workplace. In the era of high-speed internet and 
other advanced technologies, we can change our 
future and create opportunities for everyone. 

Virtual courtrooms and case management, and 
the use of technology, data science and artificial 
intelligence will address the issue of judicial delay 
that has clogged our legal system. The rule of law 
will be upheld in the true sense when the justice 
delivery system will become efficient, people-
friendly and citizens can receive legal redress in 
a time-bound manner. We have an opportunity 
to transform the relationship between the law 
and the community by increasing access to 
justice, removing the disadvantages engendered 
by increasing inequality. But most of all, we 
can address the increasing demands of people. 
The administration of justice will need a new 
approach, new strategy and more empowered 
decision-making in the digital world. Most of 
all, the adaptability and agility of the modern 
judiciary in leading a court system that keeps pace 
with the rapidly changing demands of society 
will be on test. COVID-19 has forced people to 
maintain social distance, work from home  a 
minimum number of people, purely based on 
need, come to the court. But this can be extended 
beyond the current crisis. Let’s convert this crisis 
into an opportunity. Let us debate and explore the 
possibilities of how we can change in the future. 
If 2020 will be dominated by the effects of the 
coronavirus, the year should also be one when we 
learnt from the crisis. We owe this to New India. 
Let’s challenge the status quo.

Justice Gogoi is best placed to be 
a non-partisan conduit between 

legislature, judiciary

Social distancing, work from home, 
provide a template for paper-less courts

The Gogoi betrayal: Judges will not empower you, 
they are diminished men

Pratap Bhanu Mehta

We should be deeply grateful to Justice 
Ranjan Gogoi. His conduct has disabused 
us of any illusions we might harbour about 
the legitimacy of the Indian Supreme 
Court. The government, in a brazen 
contravention of all propriety, has given 
him a nomination to the Rajya Sabha. He 
has been shameless enough to accept it. In 
doing so, he has not just cast doubt on his 
own judgement, character, and probity; he 
has dragged down the entire judiciary with 
him. The authority of the Supreme Court 
of India rests squarely on two things: The 
cogency of its reasoning, and the integrity 
of its judges. Justice Gogoi’s track record 
as justice was to take a wrecking ball to 
the Indian Constitution and smash it to 
smithereens. He, inter alia, made redundant 
important constitutional lodestars: Habeas 
corpus, non-discriminatory citizenship, 
the evidence act, federalism, free speech. 
He was more executive-minded than 
the executive in corruption cases. His 
reasoning in the Ayodhya case was 
infinitely worse than the Allahabad High 
Court. His ad hominem remarks were fit 
for authoritarian memes. His penchant for 
sealed covers, even as allegations floated 
over what meaning “covers” might have 
from him, made a mockery of transparency. 

He assigned cases to benches in ways 
that seem to rig the game. And then he 
committed the ultimate sin: Became a 
judge in his own cause. He was Chief 
Justice and should have known better. 
This is the shining star of the judiciary 
the government has rewarded. A justice 
who feigned ignorance of the basics 
of constitutional law could hardly be 
expected to follow convention, propriety 
or conflict of interest. There is no explicit 
prohibition against judges accepting Rajya 
Sabha nominations. But the presumption 
against these kinds of appointments was 
strong; indeed, Justice Gogoi himself had 
authored a judgment which acknowledged 
that post-retirement jobs could bring the 
judiciary into disrepute. The very fact 
that a judge accepts such an appointment 
could cast doubt on his judgements. It 
would signal that the judiciary is not 
independent, but lives for crumbs thrown 
by the executive. A paper by Shubhankar 
Dam, Madhav Aney and Giovanni Ko, 
and earlier work by Shylashri Shankar, 
collected systematic data to show how 
judges proactively become pro-executive 
as they near retirement. It is often thought 
that the solution to this problem requires 
explicit prohibition on any post-judicial 
appointment, including commissions of 
inquiry. The solution is not that simple; 
after all, there are many positions that 
require judges to be appointed. Moreover, 
in financial terms, the incentives are not 
that clear-cut. Most Supreme Court judges, 
apart from their pensions, can easily make 
a lucrative living on the arbitration circuit. 
Many do so. The problem is much deeper 
than that of incentives. Even powerful 
people become habitually disposed to be 
on the right side of the ruling dispensation, 
they like being in circuits of power, and 
so the sources of ideological abdication 
are more subtle. Increasingly, even more 
so than in Indira Gandhi’s days, deep 
ideological infiltration of the judiciary, 
where it is expected to march in lockstep 

with the overall ideological aims of the 
government, cannot be ruled out. Justice 
Gogoi’s actions never had the cogency of 
reasoning; now he has given more explicit 
reason to doubt his integrity. Think of the 
number of potentially interesting justices 
whose careers have been derailed by mere 
innuendo, most recently Justice AP Shah 
and Gopal Subramanium. Think of the 
arbitrary transfer of Justice S Muralidhar. 
Now set Justice Gogoi’s nomination to the 
Rajya Sabha against this background. Here 
is a Chief Justice whose record is unmatched 
in the annals of constitutional perfidy. Here 
is a Chief Justice who was accused of sexual 
harassment. The train of developments in 
that case casts a deep cloud over Justice 
Gogoi. And yet, or perhaps because of 
this, the government chooses to reward 
him with a Rajya Sabha seat. We live in an 
era where integrity and innocence can be 
destroyed by a mere whisper. But great 
crimes done to protect the executive have 
the imprimatur of virtue attached to them. 
The government is ruthless in its aims. 
It thinks all constitutional forms are just 
that: Forms that we should expose as being 
powerless. It will, no doubt, as it does, use 
ambiguous precedents set by previous 
governments, in cases like Baharul Islam, 
and Ranganath Misra to justify its actions. 
But that is specious reasoning: Misra did, 
retrospectively, cast doubt on his own work 
as an inquiring judge in the 1984 riots 
case. But he formally joined the Congress 
and was given a nomination nine years 
after retirement, when the Congress was 
in the Opposition. It will be ironical to 
use Indira Gandhi’s actions as a justifying 
precedent for anything pertaining to the 
judiciary. Let us concede that previous 
regimes have not been the strictest about 
the propriety of giving executive rewards 

to constitutional functionaries. Yet Justice 
Gogoi’s nomination to the Rajya Sabha is 
in a different league, in light of his judicial 
history and the alacrity with which he 
has been rewarded. But why blame the 
government? This government’s greatest 
success has been to show that it is the 
government we deserve. 

If someone who has held the office 
of Chief Justice, with all the world’s 
protections and perks, is willing to crawl 
to the government’s tune, for a position 
that, incidentally, happens to be drastically 
lower than that of a Chief Justice in the 
order of precedence, what can one say? 
What can one say of a legal culture – where 
judges usurp great power in appointments, 
and senior counsel enjoy possibly the 
maximum social immunity Indian society 
affords to any profession  that has no 
effective way of sanctioning this kind of 
behaviour? The call for more laws is often 
an evasion. Those parts of the government 
which have the maximum autonomy, 
protection and prestige, folded the fastest. 
No parchment barriers can ultimately 
hold against a contagion of venality or 
ideological commitment. The government 
is brazen. But the point of its brazenness is 
to show how small we are. Justice Gogoi’s 
actions are not simply a case of one bad 
apple. His actions will now cast doubt on 
the Court as a whole; every judgment will 
now be attributed to political motives. In an 
era where ordinary citizens are struggling 
to safeguard their citizenship rights and 
basic constitutional standing, Justice 
Gogoi’s actions say to us: The Law will not 
protect you because it is compromised, the 
Court will not be a countervailing power 
to the executive because it is supine, and 
Judges will not empower you because they 
are diminished men.

Ashwini K Swain

The Union Finance Minister, while 
presenting the Budget 2020-21, urged 
states and union territories to replace 
all conventional electricity meters with 
prepaid smart meters over the next three 
years. Mentioning it in the budget speech 
was a symbolic nudge to an issue that 
has already gained traction. Last year, 
the Central Electricity Authority and the 
Ministry of Power (MoP) had envisaged a 
complete switch to prepaid smart meters. 
Smart meters are the third pillar of the 
proposed technology-driven transition in 
electricity systems globally, in addition 
to renewable energy and energy storage 
technologies. Prepayment is an additional 
feature of these meters that has gained 
prominence in India, based on two hoped-
for outcomes. 

First, prepayment is seen as a remedy 
for the financial ailments of the electricity 
distribution companies (discoms), 
thus solving a long-standing problem. 
Second, consumers are expected to be 
empowered to plan consumption in an 
efficient manner, and be able to choose the 
supplier and tariff plan in a future multiple 
supplier system. Both are virtuous goals. 
But will prepaid smart meters deliver 
on these promises? Is prepayment an 
effective disciplining technique? What 
are the political consequences of such 
a technological shift, given the barely 
concealed political context of electricity 
provision in India? There are at least three 
reasons to doubt the wisdom of a rush 
to smart meters and prepayment. First, 
prepaid meters address only a small part 
of the problem of discom finances – non-
payment of billed amounts. In fact, discom 
losses have two additional components: 
Line losses in the distribution network, 
and theft outside the meters, neither of 
which will be helped by smart meters. 
Moreover, non-payment accounts for the 
smallest share of discom losses – about 
2.5 per cent in the 21 per cent AT&C loss 
(based on the power ministry’s claim 

that the Ujwal Discom Assurance Yojana 
has improved collection efficiency to 97 
per cent). This is far lower than theft, 
which is estimated to account for half 
of discom losses on an all India basis. 
Further weakening the case for smart 
meters is that bulk of the non-payment is 
by state government departments. Instead 
of imposing stricter discipline on a small 
number of (predominantly government) 
defaulters, the Centre is choosing to 
impose prepayment on all customers. This 
is unlikely to be either effective or efficient. 
Second, smart meters will require access 
to network and support architecture to 
transmit and store data. There is no clarity 
on the network costs, who will bear it, and 
the impact on the electricity bills of the 
poor. Prepayment will imply elimination 
of security deposits, which offer cheap 
working capital. Both factors impose costs 
on discoms. On the positive side of the 

ledger, prepaid meters will reduce meter-
reading and billing costs, and working 
capital requirement. Ultimately, they will 
reduce the cost of supply and the retail 
tariff. For example, the Delhi Electricity 
Regulatory Commission allows 1 per 
cent rebate for prepaid meter users. How 
these various cost factors balance out, and 
whether transitional financing is needed, 
does not seem to have been considered 
adequately. 

Third, prepaid smart meters are 
advocated as pro-poor, but the poor may, 
in fact be the first to suffer. The pro-poor 
argument is that prepaid meters allow 
payment in small, affordable fragments, 
offer a sense of disciplined autonomy 
and control over consumption, and 
thus, relieve the poor of the debt they 
accumulate with the discom. However, 
poor agriculture-dependent households 
currently treat electricity dues as a credit 

option that is accumulated during the 
lean period and paid in the harvesting 
season. In a prepaid system, their choice is 
between exercising disciplined autonomy 
to stay in the dark when they cannot pay 
for electricity or finding ways to bypass 
the meter to access electricity. The latter 
accounts for a substantial block of discoms’ 
losses; prepaid meters could increase 
the incentive for theft. The supposed 
gains of autonomy must be balanced 
against the fear of being left in the dark 
and the resultant impetus to bypass the 
meter. Prepaid meters invert the order 
between consumption and payment, but 
are unlikely to address the fundamental 
problem: Weak accountability between 
discoms and consumers. Non-payment is 
often observed as a consumer response to 
poor quality supply. 

Several studies claim stronger 
consumer willingness to pay for better 
supply quality. Prepayment offers the 
promise of future consumption, but 
not the security that electricity will be 
available on demand. Prepayment in the 
current tariff structure does not eliminate 
the discoms’ incentive to prioritise their 
affluent consumers over the poor. The 
likely outcome is an unjust accountability 
structure where consumers are 
accountable for their consumption, but 
are not rewarded with any additional 
avenue to hold the discoms accountable. 
Experiences in Sub-Saharan Africa 
suggest that prepaid meters tend to have 
a reifying effect, particularly on the poor. 
Electricity problems that were blamed on 
the corrupt and incompetent utility staff 
are now attributed to the meter itself. The 
Centre’s push for smart meters may be 
an important ingredient for transitioning 
to a 21st century electricity-system. 
However, let us not pretend it is the 
silver bullet to solve the long-standing 
problems of discom finance and losses, 
and accountability and governance in the 
Indian electricity system.

Prepaid power is not the silver bullet to 
solve problem of discom finances

We live in an era 
where integrity 

and innocence can 
be destroyed by 
a mere whisper. 
But great crimes 
done to protect 

the executive have 
the imprimatur 

of virtue attached 
to them. The 

government is 
ruthless in its 
aims. It thinks 

all constitutional 
forms are just that: 

Forms that we 
should expose as 
being powerless. 

There is no explicit prohibition against judges accepting Rajya Sabha 
nominations. But the presumption against these kinds of appointments 

was strong; indeed, Justice Gogoi himself had authored a judgment which 
acknowledged that post-retirement jobs could bring the judiciary into 

disrepute. The very fact that a judge accepts such an appointment could 
cast doubt on his judgements. It would signal that the judiciary is not 

independent, but lives for crumbs thrown by the executive. 

opensearch



 New Delhi | Friday, March 20, 2020                               | INTERNATIONAL |    | English Daily    Open Search | 5
FIRST COLUMN

Mumbai, Agency.   On Tuesday, Esmaili 
said Iran had temporarily freed about 
85,000 people from jail, including political 
prisoners, in response to the coronavirus 
epidemic. Iran’s Supreme Leader 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei will pardon 
10,000 prisoners including political ones 
in honour of the Iranian new year on 
Friday, state TV reported. “Those who will 
be pardoned will not return to jail almost 
half of those security-related prisoners 
will be pardoned as well,” judiciary 
spokesman Gholamhossein Esmaili told 
state TV on Wednesday. On Tuesday, 
Esmaili said Iran had temporarily freed 
about 85,000 people from jail, including 
political prisoners, in response to the 
coronavirus epidemic. Esmaili did not 
say whether British-Iranian aid worker 
Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe who was 
temporarily released on Tuesday for 
two weeks was among those who would 
be among those who will be pardoned. 
The United States has urged Iran to free 
dozens of dual nationals and foreigners 
held mainly on spying charges, saying 
Washington would hold the Tehran 
government directly responsible for any 
American deaths.

Iran’s supreme leader to 
pardon 10,000 prisoners, 
including political ones

China defends expulsion of journalists, accusing US of prejudice
New York, Agency.  

The Chinese government cast its expulsion 
of the journalists from The New York Times, 
The Wall Street Journal and The Washington 
Post as necessary to defend Beijing against 
what it perceived as an ideological campaign 
by the United States to impose its values 
on China. An increasingly rancorous 
rivalry between the United States and 
China entered a new phase Wednesday as 
Beijing accused the Trump administration 
of starting a diplomatic clash that led it to 
expel almost all American journalists from 
three newspapers. The Chinese government 
cast its expulsion of the journalists from The 
New York Times, The Wall Street Journal 
and The Washington Post as necessary to 
defend Beijing against what it perceived 
as an ideological campaign by the United 
States to impose its values on China. Around 
a dozen reporters could be required to 
leave, in a move that Beijing said was 
reciprocation for the United States’ forcing 
out of about 60 Chinese reporters, who 
worked for propaganda outlets, this month. 
The United States cannot proceed from 
ideological prejudice, use its own standards 
and likes and dislikes to judge the media 
of other countries, let alone suppress the 
Chinese media unreasonably,” Geng Shuang, 
a Foreign Ministry spokesman, said at a 
news conference in Beijing on Wednesday. 
Beijing has said that the expulsions were 

a response to the Trump administration’s 
decision to limit the number of Chinese 
citizens from five state-controlled media 
outlets who could work in the United 
States to 100. On Wednesday, the Chinese 
government indicated it was prepared to 
take more measures if needed. “We urge 
the United States to immediately change its 
course, correct mistakes, and stop political 
suppression and unreasonable restrictions 
on Chinese media,” Geng said. “If the United 
States insists on taking its own course, 
compounding mistakes, China will be 
forced to take further countermeasures.” 
The expulsions, not seen to such an extent 
in recent history, point to the governing 
Communist Party’s growing resolve to 

strike back in all aspects of what is quickly 
becoming a bare-knuckled competition 
with the United States. Over the past year, 
tensions have escalated over issues ranging 
from trade deficits to technological capacity 
and military dominance, with bruising effect 
on U.S. and Chinese companies, business 
executives, and even university students and 
academics. The dispute over media access 
underlines how this new era of great power 
rivalry has extended into the marketplace 
of ideas. It not only signals a more muscular 
approach to foreign policy in China but also 
accords with the party’s tightening grip over 
information under Xi Jinping, the country’s 
authoritarian leader. The expulsions “will 
definitely have a big influence” on relations 

between the two countries, said Zhan Jiang, 
a retired journalism professor at Beijing 
Foreign Studies University. “We’ve never 
really seen anything like this in the past 40 
years. This shows the relations between the 
two sides have fallen into a deadlock, with 
neither side retreating.” Under Xi, the news 
media has come under an increasingly tight 
grip, and foreign reporters who displease 
the authorities have been punished with visa 
denials. In recent weeks, as the coronavirus 
spread through China, the government has 
cracked down on domestic and foreign 
reporting, muzzling medical professionals 
and censoring and removing reports and 
commentaries online that have challenged 
the official narrative. On Tuesday, China went 
even further, requiring all U.S. journalists 
for the three newspapers whose credentials 
expire by the end of the year to turn in their 
press cards within 10 days. It said they 
would not be allowed to continue working 
as journalists in China. In an unusual move, 
it said the Americans were also forbidden 
from working as journalists in Macao or 
Hong Kong, two semiautonomous Chinese 
territories that have traditionally had greater 
protections for press freedom than the 
mainland. The U.S. news outlets criticized 
the Chinese government’s decision. On 
Wednesday, U.S. officials were discussing 
what measures to take in response, including 
further retaliatory actions against official 
Chinese interests in the United States. 

Netanyahu’s Bold Moves: Fighting 
a Virus or Risking Democracy?

Jerusalem, Agency.  

Many Israelis have expressed 
admiration for the celerity and 
aggressiveness of Netanyahu’s 
response to the pandemic: Israel was 
ahead of the curve in shutting down 
travel to hot spots, ordering new 
arrivals into quarantine and closing 
down the public schools. Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu was 
supposed to be facing trial this week 
on bribery, fraud and breach of trust 
charges. Instead, he was shutting 
down the courts and ordering Israel’s 
internal security service to identify 
people who should be quarantined 
using data harvested from their 
phones. Both of those extraordinary 
moves, announced in the dead of 
night Sunday and Tuesday, were 
made in the name of combating the 
coronavirus. The court shutdown 
also had the effect of delaying 
Netanyahu’s corruption trial by 
two months. Many Israelis have 
expressed admiration for the celerity 
and aggressiveness of Netanyahu’s 
response to the pandemic: 

Israel was ahead of the curve in 
shutting down travel to hot spots, 
ordering new arrivals into quarantine 
and closing down the public schools. 
But others are asking whether 
Netanyahu, who is battling to keep his 
job after three inconclusive elections, 
is exploiting the health crisis for 
self-serving ends. And whether, as 
he moves to protect the nation’s 
health, he may also be endangering 
its democracy. Netanyahu insisted 
he was protecting the nation while 
adhering to democratic values, 
noting that the court shutdown was 
temporary and that he had received 
the permission of the attorney 
general for the cellphone data usage, 
which was valid for 14 days. “Israel 
is a democracy,” he said Monday. 
“We have to maintain the balance 
between the rights of the individual 
and needs of general society, and we 
are doing that.” But critics questioned 
whether closing the courts was 
a necessary response to the 
coronavirus and if the infringements 
on privacy by monitoring cellphones 
could have long-term consequences. 
“Democracies don’t die in one day,” 
said Susie Navot, a professor of 
parliamentary and constitutional law 
at the Striks School of Law, in Rishon 
Letzion, Israel. “As you see in Europe, 
they can decline or erode, bit by bit, 
and you don’t really feel it.” “It’s like 
a smoke bomb,” she said. “You don’t 
see very clearly, and then things 

change quickly, without you taking 
notice.” All over, democratic nations 
are struggling to act quickly enough 
to contend with the fast-moving 
biological threat. Israel is blessed 
with some important advantages 
over places that have responded 
more haltingly. Its people have a 
history of improvising, rallying and 
uniting in times of crisis, and are used 
to defending against threats that 
hit close to home. The government 
enjoys expansive emergency powers, 
dating to the British Mandate, that 
allow it to do pretty much anything it 
deems necessary. Its Internal Security 
Agency possesses a huge database, 
The New York Times reported 
Monday, of records from cellphone 
companies, dating to 2002, allowing 
almost any individual’s footsteps to 
be retraced. And the agency, known by 
its Hebrew acronym as the Shin Bet, 
enjoys the confidence of the public 
that it will act in the best interests 
of the people and of democracy. 
That sets Israel apart from countries 
whose secret police have dark 
histories as agents of repression, and 
even from the United States, where 
Edward Snowden’s revelations 
that the government was collecting 
Americans’ bulk cellphone data led to 
the practice being outlawed. Israelis 
trust the Shin Bet to protect them and 
not to abuse that trust, said Yohanan 
Plesner, president of the Israel 
Democracy Institute. “If the Shin Bet 
is to infringe on our basic privacy, 
they could have done it many years 
ago,” he said. Medical professionals 
were generally supportive of the 
use of the technology. Ran Sa’ar, 
chief executive of Maccabi Health, 
Israel’s second-largest health fund, 
praised it, citing the Talmudic 
teaching that saving a life overrides 
the laws of the Sabbath. In extreme 
circumstances, he said, that principle 

“trumps all things sacred, including 
people’s privacy.”The United States 
was reported to be considering a 
similar plan on Tuesday. Government 
officials were talking with Facebook, 
Google and other tech companies, 
The Washington Post reported, 
about using cellphone data to track 
whether people are keeping at safe 
distances from one another. But 
Professor Nadav Davidovich, head 
of the public health school at Ben-
Gurion University of the Negev, said 
that the government was making a 
risky bet on a fix that might not live 
up to its billing, when it should focus 
on testing for the virus. 

“It’s very tempting to go to some 
quick technological solution that 
looks very high-techy, instead of 
investing in other areas that are more 
important, considering the price of 
losing the trust of the people,” he 
said. Netanyahu’s main political rival, 
Benny Gantz, a former army chief 
heading the centrist Blue and White 
party, did not object to using the 
database but to Netanyahu’s reliance 
on emergency regulations to order it 
instead of waiting for parliamentary 
approval. “These are exceptional 
times that, unfortunately, call for 
exceptional measures in order to save 
lives,” Gantz said Tuesday. “That said, 
we cannot surrender transparency 
and oversight.” Civil rights groups 
and the Joint List of predominantly 
Arab parties, the third-largest slate 
in Parliament, said they would 
petition the Supreme Court to 
overturn the government decision 
on privacy grounds. Netanyahu 
responded to his critics by warning 
that “a delay of even one hour in 
employing these digital tools could 
lead to the death of very many 
Israelis, just as is happening in Italy 
and other places in the world where 
thousands are dying.”

New York, Agency. 

The last time oil traded that low 
was when China had only just 
begun its rise as a global economic 
superpower that propelled the 
world’s oil consumption to record 
highs in subsequent years. Oil 
prices fell for a third session on 
Wednesday, with US crude futures 
tumbling to an 18-year low and 
Brent hitting a more than 16-year 
low as travel and social lockdowns 
to counter the coronavirus 
raised prospect of the steepest 
ever annual fall in oil demand. U.S. crude was down $3.25, or about 12%, at $23.70 a 
barrel by 1322 GMT, having earlier touched its lowest since April 2002 at $23.60. The 
last time oil traded that low was when China had only just begun its rise as a global 
economic superpower that propelled the world’s oil consumption to record highs in 
subsequent years. Brent crude was trading down $2.03, or more than 7%, at $26.70 a 
barrel after dropping as low as $26.66, its weakest since late 2003. Investment banks 
and consultancies have been making heavy cuts to their demand forecasts as a growing 
number of the world’s largest cities and economies restrict movement. “The oil demand 
collapse from the spreading coronavirus looks increasingly sharp,” Goldman Sachs said 
in a note, forecasting a fall in Brent prices to as low as $20 in the second quarter, a level 
not seen since early 2002. The bank expects a demand contraction of 8 million barrels 
per day (bpd) by late March and an annual decline in 2020 of 1.1 million bpd, which it 
said would be the biggest on record.

Washington, Agency. 

Solving the health crisis by shutting down the economy, though, 
will have to come first. No one knows how long it will last or 
how much it will hurt. But the US economy is either sliding into 
a recession for the first time since 2009 or is already in one  a 
sudden victim of the coronavirus outbreak. The vast changes 
deemed necessary to defeat the virus  people and companies 
no longer engaging with each other  are bringing everyday 

business to a halt and likely delivering a death blow to the 
longest economic expansion on record. The interplay between 
the outbreak and the steps meant to vanquish it reveals a cruel 
paradox: The faster and more painfully that ordinary economic 
life shuts down, the faster the health crisis can be solved and 
the faster people and businesses may gain the confidence to 
return to normal life. Conversely, a prolonged period of fighting 
the virus would delay an economic rebound and imperil many 
small businesses. Much, too, will depend on how swiftly and 
aggressively the Federal Reserve, Congress and the Trump 
administration deliver financial aid to tens of millions of 
economic victims  from hourly workers with no more income 
to suddenly furloughed employees to businesses with loans 
to pay but no customers. Solving the health crisis by shutting 
down the economy, though, will have to come first. Financial 
markets sank again Wednesday on fears about the economic 
damage. The Dow Jones Industrial Average was down nearly 
1,000 points in mid-morning trading. In another sign that 
the outbreak is severely disrupting business, Honda said it 
would shut down its North America plants for a week starting 
Monday. Experts say the economy has deteriorated with 
stunning speed. And the United States is hardly alone: By all 
estimations, Europe is enduring its own recession, accelerated 
by the coronavirus” epicentre in Italy. In the US, waves of layoffs 
seem inevitable, especially in industries most vulnerable to an 
economic standstill: Travel, entertainment, hotels, restaurants, 
retail stores  the heart of the service sector, which makes up 
most of the US economy. Unemployment is sure to rise, perhaps 
sharply, in the months ahead. Even President Donald Trump, 
ever celebratory of the economy”s performance on his watch, 
conceded this week that the US “may be” heading toward a 
downturn. Statistics that will capture the economic damage 
from the virus and the efforts to contain it are just beginning 
to surface. The early evidence is sobering: The Federal Reserve 
Bank of New York reported Monday that manufacturing activity 
in New York state plunged this month to the lowest level since 
the Great Recession year of 2009. On Tuesday, hotel executives, 
whose bookings have swiftly dried up,

New York, Agency.   

From film celebrities to sportspersons to political 
leades, here are the public figures who have 
tested positive for coronavirus around the world. 
Following are some of the public figures who 
have tested positive for coronavirus around the 
world: Oscar-winning actor Tom Hanks and his 
wife, actress Rita Wilson, both tested positive in 
Australia, the actor said on Twitter. He said he fell 
ill while working on a film. “Not much more to it 
than a one-day-at-a-time approach, no? 

We’ll keep the world posted and updated,” 
Hanks tweeted. They have since left the hospital 
in Queensland state and are resting under 
quarantine at a rented home, People magazine 
reported. NBA basketball player, Brooklyn Nets 
forward Kevin Durant has tested positive, the 
Athletic reported on March 17. “Everyone be 
careful, take care of yourself and quarantine. 
We’re going to get through this,” the 10-time 
NBA All-Star was quoted as saying. The Nets 
said on March 17 that four players were isolated 
and under the care of team physicians after 
testing positive for coronavirus. They were 
not identified. Canadian Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau will be in isolation for two weeks after 
his wife, Sophie, tested positive for coronavirus 
on March 12. Sophie Gregoire Trudeau recently 

returned from London and experienced flu-like 
symptoms, the prime minister’s office said. In a 
personal note, Sophie said she was “experiencing 
uncomfortable symptoms of the virus,” adding 
that she “will be back on my feet soon”. British 
actor Idris Elba said on March 16 he had tested 
positive, saying in a Twitter post that he had 
no symptoms but was isolating himself from 
others. His location was not known. Elba said 
he took the test after discovering he had been 
exposed to someone with the disease. “Stay 
positive. Don’t freak out,” Elba, 47, said in a 
video accompanying the Twitter post. His wife, 

Sabrina, was seen in the background. Australia’s 
home affairs minister Peter Dutton said he had 
tested positive on March 13 and was admitted to 
hospital in the northeastern state of Queensland. 
“This morning, I woke up with a temperature and 
sore throat,” Dutton said in a statement issued by 
his office. “I feel fine and will provide an update 
in due course.” Friedrich Merz, one of the most 
likely candidates to take over the leadership of 
German Chancellor Angela Merkel’s conservative 
Christian Democrats (CDU), said on March 17 in 
a tweet that he had tested positive. “A #Corona-
test carried out on Sunday is positive,” Merz 
tweeted. “I will stay home in quarantine until 
the end of next week. Luckily I have only light 
to mild symptoms, all appointments have been 
cancelled.” Iran’s Deputy Health Minister Iraj 
Harirchi has tested positive for coronavirus 
and is now under quarantine, the semi-official 
news agency ILNA reported on Feb. 25. Arsenal 
manager Mikel Arteta has tested positive, the 
Premier League club said on March 12, with 
the first-team squad and coaching staff set to 
self-isolate as a result. Chelsea forward Callum 
Hudson-Odoi tested positive after displaying 
“symptoms similar to a mild cold” earlier in the 
week, the Premier League club said on March 12, 
adding that all first-team players and coaching 
staff would self-isolate.

Public figures who have tested positive for COVID-19 Coronavirus outbreak: US crude oil hits 
18-year low as lockdowns spread

A cruel paradox: Beating 
coronavirus means 

causing US recession

New York , Agency.   The number of 
affected journalists at the papers, The 
New York Times, The Wall Street Journal 
and The Washington Post _ is at least 13 
and could be higher depending on how 
broadly the group is defined, said the 
Foreign Correspondents’ Club of China, 
or FCCC. An increasingly rancorous 
rivalry between the United States and 
China entered a new phase Wednesday as 
Beijing accused the Trump administration 
of starting a diplomatic clash that led it to 
expel almost all U.S. journalists from three 
newspapers. The Chinese government 
cast its expulsion of the journalists from 
The New York Times, The Wall Street 
Journal and The Washington Post as 
necessary to defend Beijing against what 
it perceived as an ideological campaign 
by the United States to impose its values 
on China. Around a dozen reporters 
could be required to leave, in a move 
that Beijing said was reciprocation for 
the United States’ forcing out of about 60 
Chinese reporters this month. The United 
States cannot proceed from ideological 
prejudice, use its own standards and 
likes and dislikes to judge the media 
of other countries, let alone suppress 
the Chinese media unreasonably,” Geng 
Shuang, a Foreign Ministry spokesman, 
said at a news conference in Beijing on 
Wednesday. The expulsions, not seen to 
such an extent in recent history, point to 
the governing Communist Party’s growing 
resolve to strike back in all aspects of 
what is quickly becoming a bare-knuckled 
competition with the United States. Over 
the past year, tensions have escalated 
over issues ranging from trade deficits 
to technological capacity and military 
dominance, with bruising effect on 
U.S. and Chinese companies, business 
executives, and even university students 
and academics.

China defends expulsion 
of journalists, accusing 
US of prejudice

opensearch
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Mumbai,  Agency.   Indian badminton 
player Parupalli Kashyap hit back at the 
insistence of the International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) that the Tokyo 2020 
Olympics will go ahead as planned even 
as sporting events around the world are 
getting cancelled to contain the spread of 
the coronavirus outbreak. On Wednesday, 
the IOC sent a communique to different 
sporting federations, a copy of which 
the Badminton World Federation (BWF) 
tweeted, saying that the BWF is fully 
abiding by the IOC’s directions. “With 
more than four months to go for the 
Games, there is no need for any drastic 
decisions; any speculation at this moment 
would be counter-productive…The IOC 
is encouraging all athletes to continue to 
prepare for Tokyo 2020 as best they can,” 
the statement said. Kashyap reacted to the 
BWF tweet, pointing out the difficulties 
in continuing to train for the Olympics 
at such a time. “IOC is encouraging us to 
continue training .. and how ? Where ? Ur 
joking right?” he tweeted. Earlier, the BWF 
had come under immense criticism from 
some of the top names of the sport, and 
took the wise decision of suspending all 
tournaments till April 12. “We are basically 
giving up on qualifying if we quit the Swiss 
Open. And if we are quarantined back 
home, then anyway India and Malaysia 
is out. Saina needs a couple of quarters 
and two semis, and it’s not uncommon to 
qualify in the last few tournaments. But 
right now this is about the BWF taking a 
call for its players’ health and not making 
them run around the world chasing 
points,” Kashyap had said earlier.

Parupalli Kashyap hits back 
as IOC encourages athletes to 
continue training for Tokyo 2020

Originally supposed to travel to England, 
West Indies offers to host Test series at home

New Delhi, Agency. 

The fate of the series - that was 
scheduled to begin in June - is in 
doubt due to all cricket fixtures 
being cancelled to stem the spread of 
Covid-19. The coronavirus pandemic 
has forced cricket boards around 
the world to either postpone or 
cancel international fixtures and 
leagues. However, Cricket West 
Indies (CWI) has offered to host its 
away Test series against England in 
the Caribbean. England’s home Test 
series against the Caribbeans was 
originally scheduled to start from 
June 4. CWI chief Johny Grave on 
Wednesday reportedly discussed the 
issue with ECB Chief Tom Harrison. 
“To that end, yes, we have offered to 
host the series here in the Caribbean 
if that is deemed helpful. The ECB 
would retain all commercial and 
broadcast rights,” Grave told ESPN 
Cricinfo. As cricketers are forced to 
stay at home due to the pandemic, 
veteran England fast bowler James 
Anderson feared that it may lead 
to all domestic and international 

fixtures being abandoned completely. 
The 37-year-old Lancashire bowler 
said he was anxious to get on the 
field as he has not played a single 
Test since sustaining an injury 
during England’s tour of South Africa. 
“Cricket and sport is not the be all and 
end all but it is my livelihood, it’s all I 
know. The season is unlikely to start. 

It’s still a little bit hazy as to what’s 
going to happen. There’s a chance 
we might not even bowl a ball this 
summer,” Anderson told the BBC’s 
Tailenders podcast. England’s County 
Championship – which is scheduled 
to start on April 12 – is likely to be 
delayed as the English government 
has advised against mass gatherings. 

 Mumbai, Agency.  

“If I try to go back to India, there is a possibility that I may 
contract the virus during the journey. Even if that doesn’t 
happen, I’ll have to go into quarantine when I reach India, 
so that means I cannot train for two weeks,” said Tejaswin 
Shankar, National high jump record holder. Tejaswin 
Shankar queues up in front of the ‘performance table’  
the special place in the Kansas State University cafeteria 
dedicated to organising food for the college’s athletes. The 
21-year-old has to follow procedure, collect his box of food 
and head home immediately there is no avenue for him to 
have his lunch or dinner on campus. The college, after all, 
is in lockdown. And the high jumper has no choice but to 
take trips to the performance table for meals.

He had tried getting food elsewhere, but the protein-
rich milk and eggs, staple to his diet, have been sold out 
at his local grocers since the coronavirus scare hit the 
United States. At the St John’s University in New York, 
Aditya Vashist is allowed to make a few trips to the sports 
centre of his college to collect tennis balls or other training 
equipment whenever required, but not train on campus. 
The college is shut and in the process of getting sanitised. 
So every day, the 20-year-old from Bikaner makes his way 
to the public courts near his apartment along with his 
teammate Udayan Bhakar. On an ordinary day, the 20 courts 
are crowded to the point that there may just be four or five 
vacant. Now, amid the pandemic scare, there are at least 
15 courts available for use. Further south, at the Northern 
Arizona University, 19-year-old freshman Sanjana Ramesh 

was looking forward to US college sports’ showcase event–
the men’s and women’s basketball conference finals. But 
the season got cancelled. The National Collegiate Athletic 
Association (NCAA) last week decided to cancel the season 
as a precaution to the coronavirus pandemic, causing 
the greatest disruption to a NCAA season in history. This, 
however, was a necessary step. “This decision is based on 
the evolving Covid-19 public health threat, our ability to 
ensure the events do not contribute to the spread of the 
pandemic, and the impracticality of hosting such events at 
any time during this academic year given ongoing decisions 
by other entities,” said an NCAA statement.

Indian athletes in US fighting loneliness, 
uncertainty as NCAA season scrapped

Mumbai, Agency.    

Indian female umpires Janani Narayanan 
and Vrinda Rathi were included in the 
International Panel of ICC development 
umpires on Wednesday. With this, India 
now has three female match officials on 
the ICC Panel with GS Lakshmi on the 
international panel of match referees. 
The development panel is a selection of 
the best match officials from different 
regions that help in the conduct of 
international matches. 

“Their performances are watched 
and they have a chance to move up 
the chain to the international and elite 
panels with good officiating. They 
generally officiate in ICC events like the 
U19 World Cup, Women’s T20 World 
Cups and several ICC qualifying events,” 
the BCCI said in a statement released. 
Reflecting on her appointment, Janani, 
34 said: “I’m delighted to be named 
in ICC’s development panel and look 
forward to officiating to the best of 
my ability. I have been a lifelong fan 

of cricket and worked passionately 
towards becoming an umpire. This 
opportunity gives me the chance of 
learning from seniors on the circuit and 
improve in the years to come.” “I want 
to thank the BCCI for all their help and 
the ICC for giving me this break. I would 
like to thank Mr Radhakrishnan, who 
has been my mentor since I first started 
umpiring. I would also like to thank 
my parents who never stopped me 
from watching cricket on TV, my senior 
umpires Sai Darshan.

New York, Agency. .  

The truest reply to pretty much any question 
about the NBA’s hopes for restarting its 
shuttered 2019-20 season is that none of 
us have the answers. Can the league really 
restart in June if players keep testing positive 
for the coronavirus? Would teams play a 
few regular-season games, if we somehow 
get to that point, or just jump right into the 
playoffs? Are arenas destined to be closed 
off to fans when the league does come back? 
How realistic is it for the season to carry into 
August or even September? What impact 
would all that have on the 2020-21 season? 

Nobody knows, sadly. Not yet. We are 
trying, and we are motivated to play again 
when we can,” Bob Myers, Golden State’s 
president of basketball operations, said in 
a conference call Tuesday, six days after the 
league suspended operations. “We all want to 
play, but not at the risk of anyone’s health.” My 
plan this week had been to try to offer a respite 
from the more dire real-world questions 
piling up in the face of the coronavirus crisis. 
I wanted to explain why the league office 
has been exploring every avenue to try to 

address a few of those unknowns and salvage 
some sort of proper ending to its 74th season. 
Then the Brooklyn Nets announced that four 
of their players had tested positive for the 
coronavirus, with Kevin Durant telling The 
Athletic that he was among them. The sporting 
world, without warning, was reminded yet 
again how fluid this all is  and perhaps how 
futile the league’s efforts may prove to be. 
As one of the smartest NBA medical people I 
know told me shortly after the Nets’ bulletin: 
Assume you are carrying the coronavirus, 

and take every precaution you can to avoid 
spreading it. Yet there are still optimists in this 
league  even as seven players and counting 
have tested positive who cling to the belief that 
the season can be resurrected as we’re seeing 
happen now for professional basketball in 
China, where the virus originated. Among the 
optimists’ motivations: The NBA has crowned 
a champion in each of its 73 previous seasons 
and wants to avoid the sort of unappealing, 
unresolved conclusion to a season that Major 
League Baseball endured in 1994.

This summer may change the NBA forever Indian umpires Janani Narayanan 
and Vrinda Rathi named in ICC Panel

New Delhi, Agency. 

With the IPL postponed to April 15 and the BCCI office shut down in 
the wake of COVID-19 pandemic, board president Soyrav Ganguly 
has got a welcome 
off day from his 
busy schedule. With 
the sporting world 
going into a complete 
shutdown, the ever-
busy former India 
captain got a chance 
to cool his heels on 
Wednesday. “Corona 
virus scare .. happy 
to sit in the lounge 
at 5pm .. free… can’t 
remember when I did 
last,” Ganguly posted 
on Instagram.The 
BCCI employees have 
been told to work 
from home while 
there has been no headway about the fate of IPL even though a 
curtailed one looks imminent if the situation comes under control. 
Ganguly himself had indicated that a shortened IPL is a possibility 
if things improve after April 15.

Amid Covid-19 scare, 
Sourav Ganguly gets much 

needed break

Rajkot, Agency. 

Valencia announced on Monday that 35 percent of their squad have the 
virus. Deportivo Alaves and Valencia played each other in a league match 
on 7 March, before the league was suspended. La Liga club Deportivo 
Alaves are the latest to have been hit by the Covid-19 virus. The Basque 
club confirmed on Wednesday that fifteen members of the club – 
including three first team players – have tested positive for coronavirus. 
A total of 15 people have tested positive, three of them belonging to the 
first-team squad of Deportivo Alavés,” the Basque club said on their 
website on Wednesday. Alaves added that seven of those who had tested 
positive were from the coaching staff and the other five employees in 
different sectors of the club. Valencia announced on Monday that 35 
percent of their squad have the virus and Espanyol confirmed five cases 
on Tuesday. Alaves and Valencia played each other in a league match on 
7 March, before the league was suspended to contain the spread of the 
pandemic. Real Madrid were put in quarantine after a basketball player 
at the club was found to have contracted the virus.

15 Deportivo Alaves members 
test positive for coronavirus, 

third La Liga club to be hit

In pausing their sport, football’s leaders put everyone on the clock
Mumbai, Agency. 

FIFA and UEFA were at loggerheads over 
control, over money, over everything. Now, 
there is the space uefa slack in the calendar 
not only for UEFA to possibly complete its 
own current club competitions but for 
the Continent’s national leagues to find a 
conclusion to their current seasons, too. 
Power, it turned out, was the problem: 
who had it, who wanted it, who would 
get to keep it. Remove that and present 
those who scrapped and bickered and 
threatened to paralyze soccer over it 
with something they could not barter or 
bully, and suddenly all the hard, red lines 
turned a soft, dusky pink. The powerless 
are in no place to argue over problems. In 
the space of five days though it has been 
felt far, far longer than that soccer has 
discovered a spirit of “unity.” 

Gianni Infantino, the president of 
FIFA, the game’s governing body, has 
noticed it. So, too, has Aleksander Ceferin, 
his counterpart at UEFA, the organization 
that oversees European soccer. Somehow, 
it has only been a week or so since they 
were together in Amsterdam, at UEFA’s 
annual congress, the former offering an 
olive branch and the latter responding 
with a flex — posturing and peacocking 
that now seems to belong to another 
place, another world. Back then, over 
there, FIFA and UEFA were at loggerheads 

over control, over money, over everything. 
They were not the only ones: The clubs 
had their agenda, the leagues had theirs. 
Neither seemed especially concerned by 
what the players wanted, and nobody 
ever bothered to ask the fans. The 
organizers wanted more tournaments, or 
more of their tournament: more games, 
more prizes, more of everything, more of 
anything. And then, as Juventus and Inter 
Milan and Real Madrid and Arsenal went 
into lockdown because of the coronavirus, 
and then as leagues across the world 

shuttered the doors, it became obvious 
the issue was no longer that there needed 
to be more but that there would not be 
any, not for some time. There was no use 
now, squabbling over power, not when it 
was clear, even to them, that something 
else was in control. That powerlessness 
has yielded soccer’s new sense of unity. 
Over the weekend, representatives of 
all the sport’s stakeholders pored over 
contracts and ran numbers and held 
talks; just as important, it seems some 
of them might have listened, too. By 

the time UEFA convened the first of its 
conference calls this week  first with 
Europe’s leagues and clubs, then with 
the Continent’s national associations  the 
framework of a plan was in place. This 
summer’s men’s European championship 
would have to be postponed, as has 
been blindingly obvious for some time, 
and played out in the same locations, 
and under roughly the same time frame, 
next year. Various other tournaments the 
European under-21 championships, the 
Nations League finals and the women’s 
European championships  are expected 
to shift backward to accommodate it In 
turn, that creates the space and slack 
in the calendar not only for UEFA to 
possibly complete its own current club 
competitions  the Champions League and 
Europa League  but for the Continent’s 
national leagues to find a conclusion to 
their current seasons, too. Ideally, UEFA 
said, that would be before June 30, the date 
at which the “current sporting season” 
ends and  more important a whole raft 
of contracts expire. If not, UEFA will look 
at adapting the qualification processes 
for next season’s Champions League and 
Europa League to create yet more space. 
There is an acceptance, of course, that 
none of these plans may be possible, that 
this season may yet have to be annulled 
entirely or finished prematurely. 

New Delhi, Agency.  Former India batting 
coach Sanjay Bangar has decided against 
taking the Bangladesh Cricket Board’s offer 
to become its Test team’s consultant citing 
his personal and professional commitments. 
Bangar was offered to coach Bangladesh 
batsmen in red-ball cricket eight weeks 
ago but he could not take up the offer as he 
signed a two-year contract with Star Sports 
in the interim. “They offered me the position 
eight weeks ago. But in the interim, I finalised 
finalised my contract with Star which gave 
me the opportunity to balance out my 
personal and professional commitments. 
However, I look forward to working with BCB 
in the future,” Bangar told PTI. Former South 
Africa batsman Neil McKenzie is primarily 
working with the Bangladesh side for the 
shorter formats. Bangar was with the Indian 
team from 2014 to 2019 and was replaced 
by Vikram Rathour at the start of the home 
season in September. The West Indies tour, 
which took place after the World Cup.

Sanjay Bangar not taking up BCB 
coaching offer, cites personal 
and professional commitments

opensearch
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New Delhi, Agency. A 20-year old man 
who travelled by train from Delhi to the 
city tested positive for coronavirus on 
Wednesday, becoming Tamil Nadus second 
COVID-19 patient, over ten days after the 
first case surfaced in the state, Health 
Minister C Vijaya Baskar said. Incidentally, 
the first patient, a 45-year old engineer, 
has been discharged from hospital after 
his recovery, the Minister announced. The 
youth, hailing from Delhi was currently 
in the isolation ward at the Rajiv Gandhi 
Government General Hospital (RGGGH) 
here and being monitored closely, he 
said adding efforts would be launched 
immediately to trace those whom he had 
come into contact in recent days. ALSO 
READ: Coronavirus LIVE: Covid-19 cases 
rise to 169 in India, 46 in Maharashtra He 
is a 20-year-old hailing from New Delhi 
While coming to Chennai he was not 
showing any symptoms. But, yesterday 
he visited the RGGGH with symptoms of 
coronavirus and we collected his samples. 
“A few hours ago, I received message from 
the Dean (of the hospital) that he has 
tested positive for the virus. Now we will 
be tracking the epidemiology link, Vijaya 
Baskar told reporters on Wednesday 
evening. Earlier, in a social media post, he 
said: “Chennai reports the second positive 
case for #Covid19. The patient hails from 
New Delhi, is in isolation and stable under 
the observation of the expert team treating 
Covid-19.” The state government has 
already announced a lockdown, declaring 
holidays for all educational institutions 
and closure of places thronged by public 
in large numbers such as liquor bars, 
theatres, malls and resorts till March 
31. Tamil Nadu’s health minister has 
indicated the patient did not have any 
history of foreign travel, describing him 
as a domestic case. Authorities, however, 
are not calling the case one of community 
transmission yet. 

Coronavirus: Does 2nd 
Tamil Nadu case hint at 
community transmission?

India’s economic policy response to Covid-19 lags global peers: Edelweiss
Mumbai, Agency. 

With the coronavirus (Covid-19) casting 
its shadow on the global economy, 
most governments and central banks 
have initiated a strong policy response 
to battle the pandemic. Analysts at 
Edelweiss Securities, however, suggest 
that India has not done enough compared 
to its global peers to combat the situation. 
The macroeconomic response so far 
since the outbreak of the Covid-19 
pandemic, they feel, pales in comparison 
to what has happened globally so far, or 
even compared with the policy steps 
undertaken by India during the global 
financial crisis (GFC). For instance, in 
2008 (GFC), the RBI had cut the cash 
reserve ratio (CRR) by 300 basis points 
(bps) in one day within 15 days of the 
Lehman collapse. Fiscal authorities had 
also unveiled a large stimulus to turn 
around the economy. Surely, the context 
is not altogether same now, but we think 
Indian policymakers must catch up and 
that too in a short time, they said. “Against 
this macroeconomic backdrop and the 
fresh shock arising out of global pandemic 
(slowdown in exports, derailment in 
consumption, potential financial sector 
problems due to lockdowns, etc), India’s 
macroeconomic policy response has 
been slow to say the least, even though 
the government is acting aggressively 
to prevent the spread of Covid-19,” 

wrote Aditya Narain, head of research 
for institutional equities at Edelweiss 
Securities. Meanwhile, the Reserve Bank 
of India (RBI) has decided to conduct open 
market operations (OMOs) on March 20 
in the form of purchase of an aggregate 
amount of Rs 10,000 crore of government 
securities through a multi-security 
auction using the multiple price method. 
Earlier in March, the RBI offered a $2 
billion dollar swap for six months  a step 
that aimed at easing the pressure on the 
rupee. At the global level, the European 
Central Bank (ECB) launched new bond 
purchases worth 750 billion euros at an 
emergency meeting late on Wednesday in 
a bid to stop a pandemic-induced financial 
rout. However, the central bank left the 
deposit rate unchanged at a negative 0.5 

per cent. The move comes on the heels 
of the US Federal Reserve’s decision to 
relaunch financial crisis-era purchases of 
short-term corporate debt. It had recently 
cut short-term rates to a target range 
of 0 per cent to 0.25 per cent. A sound 
and credible financial/economic plan 
is the need of the hour, advises Narain, 
to deal with the fallout of the global 
slowdown and domestic lockdowns 
on cash flows of businesses, earnings 
of households and debt repayments of 
debtors. Should the pandemic spin out 
of control in India and lockdowns rise, 
the government and the RBI will have to 
step up their response for the markets 
as well as the economy, he says. “In this 
backdrop, the recent hike in fuel taxes is 
ill-suited. Post-GFC, there was a deep cut 

in the excise duty and a large ramp-up 
in government spending. Globally, such 
a response is already in full swing now, 
particularly in the G7 countries — such 
as refinancing of loans at cheap rates for 
businesses that are facing shutdowns or 
a sharp drop in businesses, handouts to 
households/individuals, forbearance for 
the banking system in the event of delays 
or no debt repayment, etc,” Narain wrote. 
But, how long will these measures go in 
addressing the problem? Well, things 
will not change overnight, but will go a 
long way in assuaging concerns. That 
said, economists estimate rationalization 
of Rs 1.2-lakh crore may be required in 
the current fiscal, if India has to stick to 
mandated 3.8 per cent fiscal deficit. This, 
at a time when the economy is being hit 
hard by the COVID-19 pandemic. “We are 
already estimating that the impact of a 5 
per cent inoperability shock could be 90 
basis point on GDP from trade, hotel and 
transport, storage and communication 
segment, which could be spread over 
FY20 and FY21, with a larger impact in 
FY21. It will be completely foolhardy to 
stick to any mandated fiscal rules in times 
of current crisis that is now threatening 
to rip apart the entire global financial 
ecosystem. Globally, state loans, income 
subsidies and tax deferrals are the most 
common fiscal packages being offered,” 
says Dr. Soumya Kanti Ghosh.

NEW DELHI, Agency.  

IndiGo CEO Ronojoy Dutta announced on Thursday that the airline was instituting 
pay cuts for senior employees and he would himself take the highest cut of 25 per 
cent amid the novel coronavirus 
pandemic that has hit the 
aviation industry hard. “With the 
precipitous drop in revenues, 
the very survival of the airline 
industry is now at stake,” Dutta 
said in his email to employees. 
“We have to pay careful attention 
to our cash flow so that we do 
not run out of cash.” “With a 
great deal of reluctance and a 
deep sense of regret, we are 
therefore instituting pay cuts for 
all employees, excluding Bands A 
and B, starting April 1, 2020,” the 
chief executive officer said. Band 
A and B are the lowest brackets in 
salary class, where most of the employees are. “I am personally taking a 25 per cent 
pay cut, SVPs (senior vice presidents) and above are taking 20 per cent, VPs (vice 
presidents) and cockpit crew are taking a 15 per cent pay cut, AVPs (assistant vice 
presidents), Bands D along with cabin crew will take 10 per cent and Band Cs five 
per cent,” Dutta noted. The CEO said he knew how hard it was for families to take a 
cut in “take-home pay”.

New Delhi Agency. 

Indian equity markets slipped again in 
Thursday’s final hour of trading, after a brief 
foray in the green, although they erased most of 
the day’s earlier deep losses. The Sensex jumped 
over 1600 points off the day’s low to trade 316 
points, or 1.08 per cent, lower at 28,500 levels. 
Earlier, the index plunged to 38-month low 
levels early morning and the Nifty breached the 
level of 7,900 for the first time since December 
27, 2016 but later bounced back to 8,300 levels, 
down 168 points. Among individual stocks, 
HDFC and HDFC Bank bounced back nearly 10 
per cent intra-day to trade 3 per cent higher. 
Besides, Hero MotoCorp, Kotak Mahindra Bank, 
ITC, and Bajaj Auto were all up over 5 per cent 
each. The Nifty sectoral indices were trading 
mixed. Nifty Bank index was up 1 per cent after 
sliding over 6 per cent to a 3-year low earlier in 
the session. Besides, the Nifty Pharma index and 
the Nifty PSU Bank indexes were also up 1 per 
cent each. In the broader market, the S&P BSE 
MidCap index slid 698 points, or 6.29 per cent, 

and the S&P BSE SmallCap index dipped 707 
points, or 6.95 percent.  Volatility index, India 
VIX, jumped to a 12-year high and breached 

70-mark. Given the challenging times at Ashok 
Leyland (ALL) due to the muted demand 
scenario in the commercial vehicle (CV) space 
domestically as well as uncertainty surrounding 
the economic impact of Covid-19, we view this 
investment as not a prudent step at this juncture. 
Moreover, ALL is not loaded with surplus cash 
on its books. Hence, its plans to fund this share 
purchase through debt will increase leverage on 
the B/S, which erodes our margin of safety on 
ALL. Hence, we downgrade the stock to HOLD 
with a revised SOTP based target price of Rs 55/
share. In view of the unprecedented situation 
arising due to COVID-19, SpiceJet is forced to 
temporarily suspend majority of its international 
operations from 21st March till 30th April, 2020. 
We will resume the suspended flights as soon 
as the situation normalises. Our Kolkata-Dhaka 
flight will continue to operate as per schedule. 
Our Chennai-Colombo flight will restart from 
the 25th March, 2020 while our Delhi-Dubai and 
Mumbai-Dubai flights will resume from 16th 
April, 2020.

Indices fall again; Sensex slips 
600 pts, Nifty below 8,300

Covid-19: IndiGo senior staff take salary 
cuts, 25% pay cut for CEO Dutta

Mumbai, Agency. 

We are going through a rough phase. Markets 
are witnessing an unprecedented sell-off owing 
to growing fears of economic slowdown due to 
coronavirus (Covid-19) pandemic. The Nifty has 
already corrected over 30 per cent in less than 15 
days and may slide further. Unless there is some 
clarity over the virus outbreak and the magnitude 
of its impact on the economy - both globally as well 
as domestically - forecasting could be hazardous. 
That said, I don’t think shutting stock exchanges or 
a trading halt will help in any way. Currently, the 
market tumbles 3 per cent - 5 per cent every day. 
There is no guarantee that if we stop trading for 
a few days, the market will not slide further. It can 
resume correction - and perhaps even a sharper fall 
may ensue. Prices have to arrive at an equilibrium 
through supply and demand as artificially creating 
a floor will be detrimental to the cause. Similarly, 
banning short selling also doesn’t seem to solve any 
problem. Short-sellers organically reduce volatility in 
the markets as they book profits when markets slip, 
leading to some form of buying in a falling market. 
Amid the current meltdown and panic selling, retail 
investors have shown immense maturity. They have 
started buying stocks, which is a wise decision. 

My suggestion to them is do not invest in 
leveraged companies and buy stocks of companies 
with sound businesses and strong management. No 
one can really call a floor to the markets, but starting 
to buy right now with a five-year outlook is advised. 
Retail investors should stay away from any kind of 
leverage and ensure they hold at least 25 per cent 
cash in their portfolios to buy more if the markets 
were to correct a further 10 per cent. True Beacon, 
our flagship fund, has significantly outperformed 
the market benchmark and our peers due to our 
propriety strategy. Volatility for all-weather funds 
like ours has been an opportunity. The economic 
fallout of Covid-19 is yet to be analysed but it will 
have a significant impact on India Inc’s earnings 
in the March quarter as well as in financial year 

2020-21 (FY21). However, the impact will vary for 
different companies. For example, airline companies 
such as IndiGo and SpiceJet are expected to post 
disappointing numbers as many countries have 
advised their citizens not to travel and some of 
them have ordered a complete lockdown to contain 
the spread of the virus. Other companies, including 
consumption, will show an impact in the subsequent 
quarters. Overall, we believe FY21 earnings will 
be impacted by 15-20 per cent due to Covid-19 
outbreak. That’s just an estimate though, if we fall 
on the lines of some European countries which are 
predicting that 70 per cent of their countries might 
get infected, the impact could be significantly larger.

No point in banning short sale 
or stock exchange shutdown

New Delhi, Agency.  

A senior official of the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) 
on Wednesday told the TOI that 820 random samples collected 
for analysis had tested negative for coronavirus disease and 
there was no evidence to indicate any community transmission 
as of now. Speaking to TOI, a senior official and scientist at ICMR 
told “All 820 randomly collected samples have tested negative 
and do not indicate any community transmission. However, 
we will ram up our sample numbers and continue to do 
survelliance to check if there is any further spread.” The ICMR 
is, however, not ruling out community transmission. The official 
added that ‘these samples have tested negative is reassuring 
that at the moment there is no evidence to indicate community 
outbreak”. Earlier, ICMR said that around 1,040 samples were 
collected from coronavirus-infected patients admitted in 
ICUs at various hospitals. Meanwhile, the government and 
the ICMR have opened the testing of coronavirus (Covid-19) 
cases to private sector diagnostic laboratories to improve the 
process of thermal screening across the country. Around 50-
60 private labs accredited by the National Accreditation Board 
for Laboratories can now test for Covid-19. Until recently, only 
government-owned labs were allowed to carry out tests for the 
infection. Get full coverage of coronavirus update here
Experts at the ICMR said there were four states of the coronavirus 
disease. Stage 1 is when the virus transmission is imported and 
not a domestic case, stage 2 is a locally transmitted case when a 
section of people test positive after having come in contact with 
a coronavirus-poistive patient. Stage 3 is comunity tramssion 
and Stage 4 is when it turns into an epidemic. India, as of now, 
is at stage 3.fter results indicated that that there was no proof 
of community transmission, Mahindra Group chairman Anand 
Mahindra took to Twitter to write: 

I was waiting for the results of these sample tests. A big relief 
that stage 3 community transmission hasn’t happened yet. The 
battle for containment gets a shot in the arm but it’s a battle 
that must continue & fought even more forcefully I was waiting 
for the results of these sample tests. A big relief that stage 3 
community transmission hasn’t happened yet. The battle 
for containment gets a shot in the arm but it’s a battle that 
must continue & fought even more forcefully... https://t.co/
lpEFgmgwQi  anand mahindra (@anandmahindra) March 19, 
2020 People testing positive for coronavirus infection can be 
tested for free in government laboratories. The government 
bears this expense which ranges to around Rs 6,000 - Rs 
1,500 for screening and Rs 4,500 for re-confirmation. 
However, patients testing in a private lab will have to shell 
more money. According to Times of India, testing at private 
labs may cost between Rs 9,000 and Rs 12,000. In India, 
169 coronavirus infection cases have been detected, with 46 
cases in Maharashtra.

Covid-19: No community 
transmission yet; 820 random 

samples test negative

Rupee continues its slide: Nears 75 
a dollar, forcing an RBI intervention

NEW DELHI, Agency. 

The Indian rupee touched almost 75 a dollar, a record low, in 
morning trade as equities witnessed a rout on Coronavirus 
fear. At 10 40 a.m., the partially convertible currency was 
trading at 74.95 a dollar, from its previous close of 74.26 a 
dollar. The RBI let the rupee to depreciate, but intervened 
once it reached the 75 mark to bring it down below the 
level, currency dealers say. A thinly traded market is 
compounding problem for the rupee as any minor lumped 
up demand for dollar, or slight dollar sales by the RBI is 
changing the course of the exchange rate. Rupee’s previous 
record low was 74.50 a dollar. “We are in uncharted territory 
now. Looking for a resistance level is meaningless, but 75 is 

the psychological level that the RBI may want to protect,” 
said a currency dealer with a foreign bank.

New Delhi, Agency.  India is planning 
a rescue package worth as much as 
$1.6 billion for the aviation sector, 
which has been battered after the 
coronavirus outbreak forced countries 
to close borders and brought air travel 
to a near-halt, two government sources 
told Reuters. The Finance Ministry is 
considering a proposal that includes 
temporary suspension of most taxes 
levied on the sector, including a 
deferment of aviation fuel tax, said the 
sources, who have direct knowledge 
of the matter. The rescue package, 
proposed by India’s civil aviation 
ministry, is likely to be worth up to 100-
120 billion rupees ($1.3-$1.6 billion), 
the two sources said. “Taxes could be 
deferred till the coronavirus spread 
is contained and the aviation sector 
can come back to its feet,” one of the 
sources said, adding that the companies 
could be permitted to pay the taxes 
interest-free in the next tax cycle. The 
coronavirus has infected over 200,000 
people and caused nearly 8,500 deaths 
in 164 nations.

Coronavirus: India mulls up 
to $1.6 bn rescue package 
for aviation sector opensearch
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Jaipur, Agency.  Actors Richa Chadha 
and Ali Fazal had in February announced 
their plans to register their marriage in 
the last week of April. But now the couple 
has decided to postpone their wedding, 
following the coronavirus outbreak. An 
official statement from the couple read, 
“Given the current scenario and the 
unfortunate turn of events owing to the 
COVID-19 pandemic globally, Ali Fazal and 
Richa Chadha have decided to postpone 
their wedding functions to the latter half of 
2020 tentatively. They wish for everyone 
to be healthy and safe and at no cost would 
want their friends, families and well-wishers 
to be affected.” The Fukrey actors have 
been dating each other for a few years now. 
They became friends on the set of 2013 film 
Fukrey, and the rumours of them being in a 
relationship started doing the rounds during 
the promotion of Fukrey Returns in 2017. 
Since then, Chadha and Fazal have made 
several appearances together. On the work 
front, Richa Chadha will next be seen in the 
biopic of south Indian adult star Shakeela. 
Ali Fazal will share screen space with Gal 
Gadot in the adaptation of Agatha Christie’s 
novel Death on the Nile.

Richa Chadha and Ali 
Fazal’s wedding postponed 
amid coronavirus outbreak

New Delhi, Agency. The much-
awaited Friends reunion special has 
been postponed in the wake of the 
coronavirus scare. Sources told The 
Hollywood Reporter that the unscripted 
episode, set at HBO Max, was set to be 
shot next week at the iconic Stage 24 of 
the Warner Bros Studio lot in Burbank, 
where the original NBC series was 
filmed. The production will not go ahead 
at least until May due to rising health 
concerns amid the COVID-19 outbreak. 
A new date has not been set as yet as 
it is unclear when any programming 
would be able to resume work. Many 
shows  scripted, late-night, daytime 
and syndicated, among others  have 
been shut down as the world begins 
to self-quarantine and employ social 
distancing. Representatives for HBO Max 
and producers Warner Bros TV declined 
comment. All six original cast members  
Jennifer Aniston, Courteney Cox, Lisa 
Kudrow, Matt LeBlanc, Matthew Perry 
and David Schwimmer  are set to come 
together for the reunion. Ben Winston 
will direct and executive produce 
alongside Friends creators David 
Crane and Marta Kauffman and Kevin 
Bright. Also read: Coronavirus outbreak 
update: Here’s what the celebrities are 
saying about coronavirus threat The 
coronavirus outbreak has killed 8,809 
people and infected 21,8631 across 157 
countries and territories, according to 
a tracker maintained by Johns Hopkins 
University. The production will not go 
ahead at least until May due to rising 
health concerns amid the COVID-19 
outbreak.

Friends reunion 
special delayed amid 
coronavirus outbreak

Priyanka Chopra: Nick feels empowered 
when he sees me empowered

Thappad turned out to be a blessing 
in disguise: Pavail Gulati

New Delhi Agency. 

While Anubhav Sinha’s Thappad is 
mainly Amrita’s (Taapsee Pannu) 
story of standing up for herself, 
Amrita’s husband Vikram, played by 
Pavail Gulati, holds a mirror up to the 
patriarchal society. In this interview 
with indianexpress.com, Pavail Gulati 
talks about his struggle to play Vikram, 
and plans for the future. It was very 
difficult to play Vikram as I come from 
a matriarchal family. My upbringing 
has been very women dominated, so I 
couldn’t agree with a lot of things that 
Vikram does. So, it was a little difficult 
for me to convince myself that people 
actually do these things. Initially, I 
would cringe while saying my lines. I 
would tell Anubhav sir that he is going 
to make women hate me forever. But 
in the end, it all turned out well. So, I 
can understand when Taapsee says 
she felt claustrophobic. I was in the 
same zone where I just wanted to 
get done with Vikram’s misogyny. 
I kept wanting to apologise for my 
character’s actions. I think you need 
to find reasons for doing what you are 
doing. With Anubhav sir and Taapsee, 

it became easier as we got into doing 
the film because they used to tell me 
a lot about what they have seen in 
their society and families. Anubhav 
sir would tell me how every man has 
been preparing for this role all his 
life because men are born this way. 
There is some kind of conditioning, 
and that’s not only for men, but also 
women. So, I had to go back to all the 
incidents I felt fell in the category 
where we thought it was liberal, but 
it really wasn’t fair to women. That’s 

how we shaped Vikram in that sense. 
The slap scene because it is never 
a good thing to hurt someone. I felt 
so sick in my head before doing that 
scene. I didn’t want to slap Taapsee, 
and we had to do a real slap. We did 
seven takes to do that and I was very 
nervous. I just didn’t want to hit her. 
So that was difficult, and the last scene 
where Vikram apologies to Amrita. 
That scene was very important for 
me. I wanted to apologise on behalf of 
Vikram all the time.

Playlist: Watch Kareena Kapoor Khan’s What Women Want Season 2

 New Delhi Agency. 

 Actor Amit Sadh made a splash in Bollywood when he 
played one of the central characters in Abhishek Kapoor’s 
much-acclaimed Kai Po Che! in 2013. But little did he know 
that the praise would not result in better opportunities, 
and he would have to make peace with a lot of waiting 

to reach a comfortable position in the industry. “I will be 
honest, and I have no shame in saying that after Kai Po 
Che!, I did not get chances. Some people didn’t understand 
what to give me, and some people went out of the way to 
not give me work. Now they call me and apologise, but 
there have been people who said, ‘We didn’t like you then, 
but we like you now’,” Amit told indianexpress.com. The 
actor, who has projects like Amazon Prime’s Breathe 
2 and Vidya Balan-starrer Shakuntala Devi in his kitty, 
says he lived through depressing days when everyone 
around him was working, and he sat at home without 
work. Amit Sadh said, “I had to wait, yes. The waiting 
was tough. There were very depressing days when the 
whole year everyone was working, and you were sitting 
at home because half of the people weren’t giving you 
work and then there were some who didn’t like you.” Two 
years after Kai Po Che! came Subhash Kapoor’s Guddu 
Rangeela, which didn’t do anything to the actor’s career. 
It was only in 2016 when things began to look better for 
Amit, who starred in a pivotal role in superstar Salman 
Khan-led Sultan. “Sultan gave me a new lease of life. And 
then Breathe (2018) came and changed everything. So, I 
owe a lot to these two projects for where I have reached 
today,” he said. The actor has indeed come a long way – 
from the time when people refused to offer him work to 
having admirers waiting to see more of him on screen. 
Amit Sadh believes he sailed through the rough patches 
because he never made acting the sole focus of his life 
and hence, could take rejection well. He said, “I tell those 
people that it didn’t matter then, it doesn’t matter now. 
Because I come from a different background, I didn’t have 
any pressure. If tomorrow I don’t make it as an actor, 
I wouldn’t die. I will do rock climbing, biking or open a 
school and earn a lot more! The actor, who was recently 
seen in Sanjay Gadhvi’s Operation Parindey on ZEE5, also 
credits OTT platforms for changing the fortunes of actors 
like him. “Today, Breathe brings so many fans to Amazon. 
And I am okay with that. What OTT platforms has allowed 
is that a lot more stories are told, and there’s more work. 

New Delhi Agency. 

Asim Riaz is ready to feature in his 
second music video, “Kalla Sohna 
Nai”. In the music video, Asim features 
alongside his rumoured girlfriend 
Himanshi Khurana. Asim and Himanshi 
were co-contestants on Colors’ reality 
show Bigg Boss 13. Kalla Sohna Nai has 
been sung by Neha Kakkar with music 
by Rajat Nagpal and lyrics by Babbu. 
The music video has been directed by 
Gurinder Bawa. Earlier this month, 
Asim Riaz featured in his first music 
video Mere Angne Mein 2.0 alongside 
Bollywood actor Jacqueline Fernandez. 
In an interview with indianexpress.
com, Jacqueline spoke about Asim and 
said, “It was great working with him. He 
is such a down-to-earth boy. Coming out 
of Bigg Boss, I think he has really learned 
a lot. He shared so many experiences 
with us. I wanted to know how it is like 
to live in a house with strangers for four 
months. It was great to hear what his 
experiences and learnings from that 
house were. He is extremely hard-working. He has such a bright future ahead of him. He is so talented. I was 
glad I got this opportunity to bond, work and collaborate with him.

Some people went out of 
their way to not give me 

work: Amit Sadh

Kalla Sohna Nai song launch: Asim-
Himanshi music video to be released today
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New Delhi Agency. 

Playlist: The second season of What 
Women Want began in December 
2019, and so far Kareena Kapoor 
Khan has hosted guests like Taapsee 
Pannu, Sonali Bendre, Kajol, Saif 
Ali Khan and Sara Ali Khan among 
others. Kareena Kapoor Khan’s radio 
show What Women Want Season 2 
is available on YouTube as a video 
podcast. On the show, Kareena 
talks about subjects like fitness, 
relationships and more with her 
celebrity guests. The second season 
of the show began in December 
2019, and so far Bebo has hosted 
guests like Taapsee Pannu, Sonali 
Bendre, Kajol, Saif Ali Khan and Sara 
Ali Khan among others. Host Kareena 
Kapoor was joined by social media 
stars Komal Pandey and Dolly Singh 

on this episode of What Women 
Want. The two guests discussed their 
friendship and how it has helped 
their life and career. The social media 
stars spoke about dealbreakers of 
a friendship and spoke about their 
personal experiences. 

They also shared some candid 
stories from their past. Host Kareena 
Kapoor Khan and actor Sonali 
Bendre shared the couch on this 
episode of What Women Want. 
Here, Bendre opened up about her 
experiences with cancer. The Hum 
Saath Saath Hain actor also talked 
about self-love that she discovered 
during her fight with cancer. In 
this episode of What Women Want, 
Sonakshi Sinha revealed how she 
discovered her independence. Sinha 
and Kapoor spoke about being 
from film families and how that has 

affected their growing up years. The 
Dabangg actor also shared ways to 

escape from the paparazzi. Social 
media star Kusha Kapila came on 

What Women Want and shared a 
few candid moments with Kareena 
Kapoor Khan. Kusha was visibly 
awestruck as she met Kareena and 
soon the two had an honest chat 
about body image issues. Kusha 
shared how she had to go through 
body shaming when she was 
younger, but soon, she picked herself 
up and became the social media star 
she is today.  This episode of What 
Women Want saw Raveena Tandon 
share the couch with Kareena 
Kapoor Khan. The subject of the 
episode was ‘staying relevant’. The 
90s superstar shared how she got on 
social media and how that has helped 
her stay connected to her fans. 
This episode of What Women Want 
saw Kareena’s husband and actor 
Saif Ali Khan take the couch. Saif 
and Kareena talked about modern 

marriages. This was a Valentine’s 
Day special episode. Here, the couple 
spoke about traditional roles in a 
marriage and how their marriage is 
unique in that respect. The two also 
revealed the duties that they share 
in their relationship. On this episode 
of What Women Want, Kareena 
Kapoor Khan discussed the idea of 
love with actor Sara Ali Khan. The 
episode’s subject was contemporary 
relationships, and the two talked 
about the perception of love and how 
it has changed over the decades. In 
this episode of What Women Want, 
Taapsee Pannu discussed women’s 
safety with Kareena Kapoor. Taapsee 
talked about her early years in 
Delhi, and the following years in 
Hyderabad and Chennai. Pannu also 
spoke about her experiences in the 
film industry.

Mumbai, Agency. 

Bollywood actor Priyanka 
Chopra feels she ended up 
marrying a version of her father 
and husband Nick Jonas is super 
thoughtful, conscientious and 
kind. A new podcast on Spotify, 
InCharge with DVF hosted by 
fashion designer Diane Von 
Furstenberg recently featured 
Priyanka Chopra Jonas. 

During the conversation, 
the 37-year-old actor opened 
up about her life – from her 
childhood to her moving to the 
US and marrying American 
singer Nick Jonas. Despite 
making a name for herself in 
the US, Priyanka feels she still 
has a long way to go before 
people recognise her for her 
craft. When Furstenberg asked 
the Quantico actor where is she 
in life currently, she said, “I am 
at a pause and prep in life after 
getting married. I kind of took 
it a little bit easy. I just did one 

movie. I travelled a lot. Both 
our lives are so busy that we 
had to make an effort to spend 
enough time with each other. 

But this year is all about getting 
back into work and prep. I am 
doing some incredible things 
this year.” Priyanka Chopra also 

defined the woman she wants to 
be right now. She said, “I do feel 
like there’s a lot I have to do in 
the US. I want my work to mean 
a lot more. And America, I don’t 
think has seen me do the kind 
of work and the body of work 
that I have had in India. So that’s 
something that I am striving for. 
I am doing some amazing work 
this year and producing some 
really cool things.” Priyanka is 
working on a wedding comedy 
along with Mindy Kaling and Dan 
Goor. She and husband Nick Jonas 
has teamed up with Amazon 
Studios to produce a reality show 
about Indian weddings. And, the 
actor will play Maa Anand Sheela 
in upcoming Amazon Studios film 
Sheela to be directed by Barry 
Levinson. Amid such a busy work 
schedule, Priyanka Chopra does 
make time for husband Nick Jonas 
as well. She told Furstenberg, “We 
make sure that we find time for 
each other because both of us have 

crazy careers right now. So we 
have to fly to each other wherever 
in the world we are. I go to his 
shows. He comes to my set. And 
it’s so refreshing and incredible to 
see a guy who Is confident enough 
in himself where he has the 
ability to say, ‘I will be the wind 
beneath your wings.’” Praising 
Nick further, Priyanka added, 
“You end up marrying someone 
who is like your father and Nick 
is someone who is the life of the 
party just like my father. He will 
always have friends around him. 
He makes people laugh, is super 
thoughtful, conscientious and 
kind. I do feel like I ended up 
marrying a version of my dad. He 
feels empowered when he sees 
me empowered. That’s very rare.” 
During the conversation, Priyanka 
Chopra also opened up about her 
plans for the future. The actor 
shared that she plans to develop 
female-centric movies based on 
true stories. 
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