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New Delhi, Agency.  On Saturday, the 
Ministry of Home Affairs decided to treat 
COVID-19 as a notified disaster for the 
purpose of providing assistance under the 
State Disaster Response Fund (SDRF). Till 
now, 83 have tested positive for COVID-19 in 
India, while two deaths have been reported. 
In a similar move, US President Donald 
Trump declared a national emergency 
in the country on Friday invoking the 
Stafford Act, as per which, the federal 
government contributes about 75 percent 
to the cost of relief for states. The Stafford 
Act authorises the President to provide 
financial and other assistance to local and 
state governments, certain private nonprofit 
organisations, and individuals following 
declaration as a Stafford Act Emergency 
(limited) or Major Disaster (more severe). 
The SDRF is constituted under the Disaster 
Management Act, 2005 and is the primary 
fund available with state governments 
for responses to notified disasters. The 
Central government contributes 75 per cent 
towards the SDRF allocation for general 
category states and UTs, and over 90 per 
cent for special category states/UTs, which 
includes northeastern states, Sikkim, 
Himachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand). For 
SDRF, the Centre releases funds in two equal 
installments as per the recommendation 
of the Finance Commission. On the other 
hand, the National Disaster Response Fund, 
which is also constituted under the Disaster 
Management Act, 2005 supplements the 
SDRF of a state, in case of a disaster of 
severe nature, provided adequate funds 
are not available in the SDRF. The disasters 
covered under the SDRF include cyclones, 
droughts, tsunamis, hailstorms, landslides, 
avalanches and pest attacks among others. 
In a notification released by the Ministry 
of Home Affairs on Saturday, it said the 
items and norms of assistance under SDRF 
include a compensation of Rs 4 lakh per 
deceased, including those involved in relief 
work and for COVID-19 positive people 
requiring hospitalisation, the costs will be 
in accordance to rates fixed by the state 
governments. According to the Disaster 
Management Act, a disaster is defined as the 
following, “a catastrophe, mishap, calamity 
or grave occurrence in any area, arising from 
natural or man made causes, or by accident 
or negligence which results in substantial 
loss of life or human suffering or damage 
to, and destruction of, property, or damage 
to, or degradation of, environment, and is of 
such a nature or magnitude as to be beyond 
the coping capacity of the community of 
the affected area”. In its document titled, 
“Disaster Management in India.

Explained: What is a notified 
disaster and how is the SDRF used

New Delhi, Agency.   Bhim Army Chief 
Chandrashekhar Azad Sunday made his 
political debut by launching the ‘Azad 
Samaj Party’. The day of the launch, 
March 15, is significant as it marks the 
86th birth anniversary of Bahujan Samaj 
Party (BSP) founder Kanshi Ram. After 
the announcement of his party, Azad 
tweeted, “Sahab Kanshi Ram tera mission 
adhoora, Azad Samaj Party karegi poora 
(The incomplete mission of Kanshi Ram 
will be completed by Azad Samaj Party).” 
Earlier this month, Azad had met Suheldev 
Bhartiya Samaj Party (SBSP) president 
Om Prakash Rajbhar and had hinted at the 
formation of a new political front in Uttar 
Pradesh ahead of the Assembly elections 
in 2022. Referring to BSP chief Mayawati, 
Azad had said, “Mayawati ji cannot do 
everything on her own. She has been 
working for a long time. And this is why 
we are here to help us in the movement. 
In politics, no one is an enemy for a long 
time, and with her blessings, we can settle 
ourselves in power.” Azad has been a vocal 
critic of the BJP-led NDA government at 
the Centre over several issues, including 
the new Citizenship Act (CAA) and 
proposed National Register of Citizens 
(NRC) across the country. He was detained 
for nearly a month for participating in an 
anti-CAA rally in Delhi on December 21 
last year. He was granted bail on January 
17 but was again detained in Hyderabad 
ten days later.

Bhim Army chief Chandrashekhar 
Azad launches political party

Vijay Kumar, New Delhi

 In an outburst against the 
State Bank of India and its 
top brass, Finance Minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman 
referred to the largest 
g o v e r n m e n t - o w n e d 
bank as “heartless” and 
“inefficient” because some 
2.5 lakh bank accounts 
of tea garden workers in Assam were not functional. 
She was speaking at a financial inclusion outreach 
programme in Guwahati on February 27, which was 
organised by the Department of Financial Services along 
with the concerned State Level Bankers’ Committees 
(SLBCs). In an audio clip of the event, Sitharaman asks 
how soon the accounts could be made functional, and 
an SBI officer is heard saying that the bank needed 
some clearance from the Reserve Bank of India for these 
accounts to be made functional, and it can be done within 
a week. At this point, the Finance Minister snaps, and 
says, “Don’t tire me out… don’t tire me out. (inaudible). 
SBI Chairman you will meet me in Delhi on this matter 
and I am not letting this go. This is utter omission of 
job. I hold you completely responsible for a failure and I 
shall have a detailed talk with you. (You should) get the 
accounts going and not one of the tea garden workers 
will suffer because of your obduracy.” Assam Finance 
Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma and several senior 
bureaucrats from the state and the Centre were present 
at the SLBC meeting. Responding to the audio clip, the All 
India Bank Officers’ Confederation (AIBOC), which has 
3.2 lakh officers as members, on March 13, condemned 
the Finance Minister for her allegedly “direct and 
unsavoury” attack on Rajnish Kumar. In the statement, 
AIBOC general secretary Soumya Datta said: “She even 
went on to brand State Bank of India as a ‘heartless Bank’ 
and literally humiliated Rajnish Kumar, Chairman of the 
largest bank in the country in the forum.” He pointed to 
the “huge burden” on the SBI in bailing out Yes Bank, and 
said it was an irony that these comments came when 
public sector banks were “overburdened predominantly 
with various government schemes”.

SBI heartless, inefficient, 
Finance Minister Nirmala 

Sitharaman tells its chairman

Gandhinagar, Agency.    

As the number of cases of Covid-19 
continues to rise, the French 
authorities have stated that 
usage of over-the-counter anti-
inflammatory drugs may aggravate 
the virus. French health minister and 
neurologist Olivier Véran tweeted:  
“The taking of anti-inflammatories 
[ibuprofen, cortisone … ] could be a 
factor in aggravating the infection. In 
case of fever, take paracetamol. If you 
are already taking anti-inflammatory 
drugs, ask your doctor’s advice.” 
According to a report in The Guardian, 
anti-inflammatory drugs are known 
for posing risk to those who are 
already suffering from infections 
as they reduce the body’s immune 
system. French patients, the report 
mentions, have been asked to consult 
pharmacies from mid-January as and 
when they want to buy painkillers. 
“Anti-inflammatory drugs increase 
the risk of complications when there 
is a fever or infection,” Jean-Louis 
Montastruc, head of pharmacology 
at Toulouse hospital, told RTL radio, 

as quoted in the report. On March 
12, WHO declared coronavirus a 
pandemic. “WHO has been assessing 
this outbreak around the clock and 
we are deeply concerned both by 
the alarming levels of spread and 
severity and by the alarming levels 
of inaction. We have therefore made 
the assessment that #COVID19 can 
be characterized as a pandemic,” 
the WHO tweeted. As of now, The 
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare 
has stated that 

Anti-inflammatory drugs may worsen 
Covid-19: French health minister

New Delhi, Agency. 

With the novel coronavirus (COVID-19) affecting 
more than 145,000 people worldwide and claiming 
the lives of over 5,400 people, a growing number of 
countries have ramped up their efforts to stem the 
outbreak. The World Health Organisation (WHO) 
has now declared Europe as the “epicentre” of 
the coronavirus pandemic as several European 
countries reported steep rises in infections and 
death. While Italy, the second worst-affected 
country, reported 1,266 deaths so far, Spain reported 
a 50 per cent jump in fatalities to 120. France and 
Germany have also witnessed a significant jump in 
the number of cases and deaths. Elsewhere in the 
United States, President Donald Trump has declared 
a state of emergency, declaring that “we will defeat 
this threat”. Here are some curated stories from 
international media on the coronavirus pandemic. 
This Guardian article explains how coronavirus-
caused pneumonia affects the inner human body, 
specifically the lungs. The cough and cold developed 
reaches the air passage between the lungs and the 
outside and injures it, which in turn irritates the 
nerves in the lining of the airway. In severe pneumonia 
cases, lungs become filled with inflammatory 
material and they are unable to get enough oxygen 
into the bloodstream. The coronavirus pneumonia 
is relatively severe and different from any other type 

of pneumonia. This pneumonia tends to affect all of 
the lungs instead of just parts of it. People who are 
more vulnerable to get severe COVID-19 pneumonia 
are elderly (aged above 65) and have medical 
conditions such as heart diseases, diabetes, cancer 
or other chronic illness. Read the full story here. 
This Atlantic piece talks about the rapidly increasing 
xenophobia due to the outbreak and its intermingling 
with political conditions and political discourse in the 
country it spreads. Right-wing parties in Europe, for 
example, have latched onto the outbreak to reiterate 
their calls for tougher immigration restrictions—
Italy’s far-right leader Matteo Salvini was among the 
first to exploit the virus for his own kind of pandemic 
populism, erroneously linking the outbreak to African 
asylum seekers and urging border closures.

COVID-19: Stories from around the 
world on coronavirus pandemic

New Delhi, Agency.   

The number of confirmed Coronavirus 
cases jumped to 107 in India as state 
governments across the country scrambled 
to control the outbreak. Schools, colleges, 
theatres have been closed and people have 
been advised to avoid crowded places 
in the wake of the pandemic. The Health 
Ministry during the day said that 23 new 
cases have been detected since Saturday - 
17 from Maharashtra, 2 from Telangana, 1 
from Rajasthan and 3 from Kerala. “There 
are now 107 confirmed cases of COVID19 
in the country, including nine discharged 
cases and two deaths,”  Sanjeeva Kumar, 
Special Secretary, Ministry of Health said.  
Leaders of eight SAARC nations spoke to 
each other through video conference on 
Sunday for a joint strategy to fight the 
outbreak. The deadly respiratory illness 
has claimed over 5000 lives globally while 
infected more than 1,25,000 across 100  
countries. Afghanistan President Ashraf 
Ghani said that we are in an unknow 
situation and proposed monitoring 
the impacts and scenarios saying 
assumptions from US, China, Iran not 
suitable. He further proposed to create 
common framework for telemedicine for 
SAARC nations. We responded to the call 
of our people abroad and evacuated 1400 
nations from India and neighbouring 
countries. We have now built a protocol 
for such missions and we recognised that 
other countries would be also concerned 
about there citizens in India and we, 
therefore, briefed envoys. We recognize we 

are in an unknown situation and can not 
predict with certainty how the situation 
will unfold further. It will be most valuable 
for all us to share our perspectives.  
Red-light areas in West Bengal were 
witnessing a sharp decline in the number 
of customers, amid the novel coronavirus 
scare, with several sex workers finding it 
difficult to make ends meet. Many of these 
sex workers, however, feel safety was of 
primary concern and preferred to stay 
indoors for now, even if that would mean 
curtailing expenses. With just a handful of 
them out on the streets, Asia’s largest red-
light area in the city - Sonagachi - wore 
a deserted look on Sunday afternoon, 
a time when clients are usually seen 
making a beeline. Adjacent to Sonagachi 
area, too, the scene was no different, 
with only a few women sauntering down 
the Abinash Kabiraj Street, Masjid Bari 
Lane and Rabindra Sarani as they wait 
for customers. Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi spoke to Maharashtra Chief Minister 
Uddhav Thackeray on Saturday to 
discuss the state’s preparedness to tackle 
the novel coronavirus outbreak. The 
telephonic conversation, which took place 
at 11 am, was centred on the efforts by the 
state and the Centre to tackle the situation. 
Thackeray informed the PM about the 
measures taken by his government, 
sources said. Queen Elizabeth II has 
been shifted out of Buckingham Palace 
in London to Windsor Castle as the UK 
plans for isolation measures for people 
over 70 amid the country’s death toll from 
COVID-19 hitting 21, nearly doubling from 
11 within a day. The 93-year-old monarch 
and her 98-year-old husband, Prince 
Philip, are likely to be placed in quarantine 
at the royal Sandringham Estate in Norfolk 
in the coming weeks as tougher measures 
are put in place to fight the coronavirus 
outbreak in the UK affecting over 1,140 
people.

Congress MLAs return to Bhopal from Jaipur
Madhya Pradesh floor test ‘All is well’, says Kamal Nath

New Delhi, Agency. A day ahead of the crucial 
floor test in Madhya Pradesh Assembly, Chief 
Minister Kamal Nath on Sunday maintained 
that his government would prove their majority 
in the Assembly on Monday. “All is well,” he told 
reporters outside Vallabh Bhawan. Several 
other ministers also exuded confidence that 
the party would survive the test. State minister 
and independent MLA Pradeep Jaiswal told 
news agency ANI: “We have the numbers. The 
CM is confident. Wait and watch. Kal pariksha 
(floor test) hogi koi zaroori nahi hai, abhi toh 
corona chal raha hai (It is not necessary that 
the floor test will be held tomorrow due to 
coronavirus).” Meanwhile, Congress MLAs who 
had been camping in Jaipur also returned to 
the MP capital today. “After landing at Bhopal 
airport, we are being taken to a hotel in buses. 
Instead of returning home, we will stay in 
Bhopal as the budget session of the assembly 
will start on Monday,” a Congress MLA told 
news agency PTI. The party has issued a 
three-line whip asking its legislators to attend 
the session and to vote with the government. 
Late on Saturday, Governor Lalji Tandon had 
directed the Congress government to prove its 
majority during the Budget session which is 
scheduled to begin tomorrow. The Governor 

said the test would take place immediately after 
his address in the House. The voting would take 
place via division and the proceedings would 
be recorded by an independent videographer, 
he said. The Governor also said no other 
business would take place in the Assembly. The 
announcement came on a day the Opposition 
BJP requested Tandon to order a floor test. 
The government was already in a minority, 

and could try to avoid facing the House, the 
BJP said. The budget session is due to begin 
on Monday. It would be unconstitutional 
and undemocratic to allow the government 
to conduct any business before proving its 
majority in the House, the BJP said. Nath’s 
meeting on Sunday had triggered speculation 
that the government could recommend 
postponement of the assembly session. The 

CM had met the Governor on Friday to ask 
him to investigate the circumstances into 
which 22 Congress legislators were taken 
to Bengaluru, and their resignations letters 
were submitted to Speaker N P Prajapati by 
a former BJP minister in Bhopal. The chief 
minister also wrote to Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah, seeking his intervention to release 
22 Congress legislators kept at a resort in 
Bengaluru, and to allow them to attend the 
budget session of the Assembly. The BJP 
delegation led by former chief minister Shivraj 
Singh Chouhan and Leader of Opposition 
Gopal Bhargava called on the Governor around 
5 pm and submitted a letter accusing the CM 
of trying to either lure or pressure the 22 
rebels and other legislators. The letter asked 
the Governor to ensure the trust vote is taken 
by a ‘division’ and pressing the button; not 
by a ‘voice vote’. The proceedings should be 
recorded by an official videographer, it said. 
The letter said 22 legislators had resigned and 
confirmed their decision to the national media. 
“The government should prove its majority 
first. Any Assembly proceedings other than 
the trust vote, or allowing the government to 
continue in office, would be undemocratic and 
unconstitutional.

n  Leaders of eight SAARC 
nations spoke to each 
other through video 
conference on Sunday for 
a joint strategy to fight the 
outbreak.

Avoid knee jerk reactions, 
PM Modi tells SAARC nations

n  I hold you completely responsible for 
a failure and I shall have a detailed 
talk with you
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Satyagraha will not end due to fear of Corona, 
meeting for strategy soon - Surendra P Singh

A two-day conference for 
alternative politics was held…

Samastipur Rajkumar  Roy

The Satyagraha movement against the 
citizenship law will not be ended due to 
fear of Corona.  Efforts will be made to 
avoid this.  The government wants to cope 
with the recession with the movement 
in the country by showing the terror of 
Corona.  Rail, Flight, Jail, Tomorrow - 
Factory, Company, Block, Zone, Mandi, 
Haat etc. large number of people keep 
visiting.  On this, the government should 
disclose its strategy.  Instead of being 
afraid of Corona, the government and 
administration should try to deal with 
it.  Showing this fear, the black market of 
masks, sanitizers etc. is openly open and 
the government and administration is 
silent.  As far as the end of the Satyagraha 
movement is concerned.  It will continue  
Satyagraha movement will be continued 

by at least people keeping in mind the 
safety standard.  Then we are looking 
at other movements of the country 
including Delhi Shaheen Bagh.  For this, 
a decision will be taken by calling a 
meeting soon.  On Sunday, addressing the 
Satyagraha movement on the 66th day, 
Surendra Prasad Singh, the cardinator of 
the Constitution Save Conflict Committee, 
said.  On the occasion, the meeting 
was chaired by Surendra Prasad Singh, 

Naushad Alam and Ganga Prasad Paswan.  
Meraj Alam and Syed Naushad Akhtar 
did it in operation.  Prominent among 
those who addressed the meeting were 
Moraj Alam, Shahid Akhtar, Mohammad 
Farman, Naseem Abdullah, Messier 
Alam Siddhaki, Mohammad Anwar Alam, 
Mohammad Jamshed, Nasreen Anjum, 
Ansar Ahmed, Sunil Kumar, Mahesh 
Paswan, Jiten Singh Chandel, Ramchandra 
Paswan  Other dignitaries addressed the 

gathering.    On the spot Khaled Anwar 
said that an awareness campaign will be 
conducted by the committee to protect 
against Corona.  He has said that in view 
of the appeal of the authorities to end the 
Satyagraha, a committee meeting will be 
called soon and consultation will be done 
on this issue.  Masks, sanitizers have been 
arranged at the site of Satyagraha, as well 
as spraying is being done on the side of 
the pandal.

Patna Correspondent. 

It may be noted that Matriculation and 
Intermediate final examinations have been 
done in Bihar. After examining the copy of 
how many have reached the Bihar School 
Examination Board Patna, the final marks 
are going up and the results are released.  
Operators who enter marks, after knowing 
the numbers and names of boys, are found 
calling them, that you have failed in the above 
subject, you will get three thousand rupees  
Sector accounts will send on you will be able 
to pass on the increased 20 points, otherwise 
you will fail.  How many have gone to this 
cl  We were first given this information by 
sending audio by the Principal Kumar Dinkar 
of National High School Dhoni, Rajaun which 
falls in Banka district.  The extent is that 
the accounts of the State Bank were also 
sent and it was said that if the money is not 
sent till 5 pm today, the student will fail.  It 
was advised to send money through online 

banking. When they were asked whether you 
are a teacher, but the answer did not come 
from there, I am a data entry operator doing 
OMR check, I am the mark entry, in the bank 
account  The name Subinay Burman, who 
accounts for State Bank of India which is the 
branch of Jalal Chak, the district is not given 
by him.  The phone number from which the 
phone was called is 9264460805.
One such case is from Salempur village under 
Sameli in Katihar district, here also the inter 
student Priyanshu Kumar, father Naveen 
Jha. The student has been phoned from the 
telephone number 9134116188.   It was told 
to the board that you have failed in the above 
subject, you will have to pay 2500 rupees 
to pass. The question arises that if it turns 
out to be the handiwork of the operator of 
Bihar Board, then how shameful that on one 
side Bihar is called Good Governance Raj, on 
the other hand the employees of the board 
themselves are blown away by Sushashan, 
openly promoting corruption  Have been.

Bhagalpur Correspondent. 

Bhagalpur police will soon file a chargesheet 
against the earned Eshwat Chaubey, the son 
of Union Minister Ashwini Choubey and BJP 
leader.  This information has been given by SSP 
Ashish Bharti himself. It is to be known that 
Saswat Chaubey has been accused of causing 
communal tension and violence on the occasion 
of Ram Navami two years ago and he also had 
to go to jail in this case.  He is currently on bail.  
According to Bhagalpur Senior Superintendent 
of Police Ashish Bharti, prosecution approval 
has been received from the Home Department 
in this case and in addition to Choubey, a charge 
sheet will now be filed in the local court against 
nine other people who are accused in the case.
Let me tell you that on the eve of Hindu New 
Year a motorcycle rally was taken out under 
the leadership of Earned Eternal Chaubey, 
after which there was tension and there was a 
fierce ruckus between the two parties.  Based 
on the video recording of the entire case, the 
police made him an accused.  Earned has also 

been BJP’s BJP candidate from Bhagalpur. He 
surrendered in the court in this case.  But he got 
bail after spending some time in jail. According 
to the same sources, BJP leaders believe that 
they did not expect that the Home Department, 
which comes under Chief Minister Nitish Kumar, 
will allow filing of the charge sheet in the election 
year.  But from what the police has claimed, it 
seems that at present Nitish Kumar is not ready 
to be soft in this case.  Although permission is 
the level action of officers.

Motihari Correspondent. 

P.S.L Police have got a big 
success today, the police 
have arrested four traders 
with the consignment of 
fake currency, all the four 
arrested professional 
criminals who have been 
jailed in the business of 
fake notes earlier  As a 
matter of fact, the police 
were informed that some 
traders had brought in huge 
amounts of counterfeit 
Indian rupees and were 
about to run it in the market, 
a team was formed under 
the leadership of Motihari 
SP Naveen Chandra Jha and  
In the village of Murthia 

in Adapur police station 
area, four smugglers were 
arrested, from whom, 
Indian counterfeit notes 
of 2 lakh 13 thousand five 
hundred were seized, in 
which two thousand le 47 
piece notes, five hundred  
239 piece notes have been 
confiscated. The police have 
also seized four mobiles 
and a motorcycle, the same 
four traffickers caught 
are Aas Mahmad, Zulfkar 
Alam, Sirajul Ansari, and 
Samasuddin Seated.  In 
interrogated by Ulis has 
brought that seized all told 
forged money, Malda and 
was here to run in the local 
market.

Muzaffarpur Correspondent. 

For alternative politics, Vahi Mitra Auraj 
Samaj Sevi from across the state gathered 
in the auditorium of Sarkar Bhavan, Muraul 
in Muraul block of the district.  A two-day 
conference of the state of Bihar for the 
New Revolution Campaign for alternative 
politics was held on 14-15 March 2020.  
On the second day of the state conference, 
under the chairmanship of Smt Kanak and 
under the leadership of Karu Bhai, it was 
recommended to fix public candidature 
by ensuring the participation of youth 
for alternative politics in the present 

situation.  Voters’ council should be 
formed.  The present politics has advocated 
social participation through community 
participation to eliminate the way in which 
the practice of running expensive electoral 
politics has been developed by bypassing 
the youth.  Dr. Umesh Kumar Prasad, Mohan 
Mukul, Suresh Chanchal, Vijay, Manjushree 
Kumari, Vageshwar Baghi, Vinod Nishad etc. 
Dedicated the vision paper and alternative 
constitution for alternative politics and it 
was unanimously accepted.  Bihar State 
Conference of New Revolution Campaign 
concludes with Proclamation of Education 
for All, Equal Education, Health for All.

 Sanjeev Mishra, Bihar. 

After the rains that happened 
a week ago, suddenly around 
11 o’clock late Friday night, the 
mood changed again.  Where 
the drizzle of black clouds in the 
sky continued from night to day.  
During this time, the weather 
returned again due to the strong 
winds along with the drops. Life 
was also completely affected due 
to the monsoon rains throughout 
the day on Saturday.  Suryadev 
was not even seen throughout the 
day due to the presence of black 
clouds in the sky.  On Saturday, the 
rain continued through district 
Bhagalpur, in several districts 
including Banka, Munger, Purnia, 
Samastipur, Patna, Katihar, 
Muzaffarpur.  It rained in the form 
of light rain from overnight, but 
even after morning, the frostbite 
continued throughout the day.  
While Saturday also witnessed 
a day of rain, the problems of 
farmers have increased due to 

unseasonal rains.  Farmers say 
that after the earlier hailstorms 
and rains, the crop of wheat along 
with the prepared pulses, oilseeds 
left in the fields did not benefit 
from the rains, but the damage 
has definitely been done.  But 
with the strong winds, hailstorms 
in the frightful form of clouds, the 
farmers are looking absolutely 

bereft.  According to him, if there 
is moisture in the weather due to 
rain for a long time, there will be 
a possibility of worm crop of tur, 
lentil, gram and pea.  There will 
be a fear of crop falling on the 
ground in hail or strong winds.  
The maximum temperature was 
recorded at 25 degree Celsius 
and the minimum temperature 

was 14 degree Celsius due to 
the rainy season and the cool 
weather returning from Friday 
night to Saturday.  While in 
Bhagalpur’s Sabaur too, the 
maximum temperature of the day 
was recorded at 23 degree Celsius 
and minimum 12 degree Celsius 
as the temperature dropped.  At 
present, there is a cloud cover in 
the sky and rain drops are falling.  
In which farmers are worried 
about the damage to crops.
Talking from the other point of 
view, lightning failed from four 
o’clock in the evening to Saturday 
evening due to rains.  There was 
a huge shortage of water due to 
electricity.  People’s supply of 
water also did not work, the tank 
was empty.  The same situation 
happened in Samastipur, where 
the power was on overnight.  
Electricity was disrupted in Banka 
also during the night.  The same 
Saturday, the power supply could 
be restored after four o’clock in 
the evening.  

Late night rains, heavy rabi crop losses, power failure.

BJP MP Ravi Kishan calls on His Excellency Governor 
in Patna, urges people to avoid corona virus

Police arrested four traders with 
a consignment of fake notes

n  Disappointment 
caused due to heavy 
rains in farmers, 
raining intermittently

n  The unseasonal rain 
increased the cold, 
people lay in homes

n  Power failure in many districts including 
Bhagalpur

n  Satyagrahi will also be 
aware to protect the 
district from Corona- 
Khaled Anwar

This is the state of good governance, the 
data operators are asking for a bribe from 

Bihar board to openly raise the score. Chargesheet filed against 
Eshwat Chaubey, son of Union 

Raj Kumar Rai, Samastipur 

  The central government has created an atmosphere 
of chaos in entire India by airing the corona virus 
under a conspiracy.  According to the information, 
Corona is misleading the public by spending billions 
of rupees in the name of virus protection!  this 
government.  Because the condition of government 
hospitals across the country is quite critical.  It is 
proved by this that - *A disease reaches our country 
and it turns into an epidemic in view, how?*  The 
government always keeps saying that, we are ready 
to deal with all situations, how?  Then how about a 
pandemic situation?  Right now it is only a matter of 
when it will reach thousands and millions, what will 
happen then?  That means *a disease, became an 
epidemic, see the preparation of the government.*  In 
order to save the people here, crying *Bacho- Bacho.* 
In Bihar, the preparation is unmatched, the teacher 
is on strike, leave the schools, Mead-meal worker are 
meeting for the strike, leave the school, only the School’s 
children and parents are being asked to *Bacho,* that is, 
the education of children.how?  Just the General Public 
kept escaping and the Government kept on rescuing…

The Central Government made the 
Corona virus issue under a conspiracy

Patna, Correspondent.  

BJP MP from Gorakhpur cum Indian 
cinema superstar Ravi Kishan, during his 
Bihar visit, met His Excellency Governor 
Fagu Chauhan at Raj Bhavan today.  During 
this, he talked in detail about Bhojpuri 
cinema industry, language and literature.  
At the same time, Ravi Kishan also took 
suggestions from His Majesty on the subject 
of bringing about a public awakening 
to protect the world from the corona 
virus. Later Ravi Kishan told reporters 
that his meeting with His Excellency the 
Governor was very special and successful.  

During this, he also mentioned the need 
to bring Private Member Bill to the House to 
include Bhojpuri in the 8th schedule with His 
Excellency.  He said that today Bhojpuri has 
become the preferred and spoken language 
worldwide.  Therefore, on the lines of 
Maithili, we have now given a memorandum 
in the House to include Bhojpuri in the 8th 
schedule. At the same time, Ravi Kishan has 
also appealed to the citizens of Bihar state 
to become aware and take precaution to 
prevent the corona virus.  He said that it is 
like Indian custom to greet people by joining 

hands instead of joining hands.  There are 
also immense benefits of adding a hand to 
our Vedic tradition.  He said that the Narendra 
Modi government of the Center is fully 
focused on Corona.  This is the reason why the 
Prime Minister has already given messages to 
the countrymen to defend it and took many 

important steps.  We want to thank them for 
this.  Union Health Minister Harsh Vardhan also 
has a thorough look at the effects of the virus.  
They are also reviewing it every day.  We will 
appeal to the people that vigilance is the only 
protection.  So follow the instructions issued 
by the central government and be healthy.

Rajesh Kumar Khodavandpur / 
Begusarai.

 In the current season, mango 
plants have come into the scene.  
Take care of the mango plants, 
which farmers should plant in their 
fields.  Giving this information, Dr. 
Sunita Kushwaha, Senior Scientist-
cum-Principal, Agricultural Science 
Center, Khodavandpur, said that 
the weather has changed.  And the 
process of pollination by bees has 
also started. In such a situation, if 
the farmers have changed in order 
to get good production, then do not 
spray any kind of spray.  With this, if it rains, then the sun will come out after the rain, 
then the farmers have not fed the mango plants in which the manger has grown, then 
the medicine can be sprayed in it.  In which spray of medicine called imidacloprid in 1 
ml of 3 liters of water and spraying of Carbendazim and Mancozeb in 3 gm of 1 liter of 
water is sprayed.  The plants in which the manger / flower has arrived completely, and in 
bloom stage, the farmer should not use any kind of medicine.  By doing this the process 
of pollination will be interrupted and they may have to suffer loss.  Do not give water to 
mango orchards yet.  Do not irrigate any kind until the Tikola becomes equal to the lentil 
grains. On this occasion, scientist Dr. Kushwaha also took stock of the mango plant in the 
community health center campus and the block for its maintenance.  Health manager 
Surendra Kumar, Shashikant Mishra, Ramayan Singh, Jitendra Kumar, ANM Pramila 
Kumari and other health workers were given necessary instructions.

Farmers should take special care of 
mangoes in the current season- Dr. Sunita.

n   A disease, became an epidemic, 
It’s the preparation of vernment
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Delhi witnesses hailstorm on 
wettest March day since 2015

New Delhi Correspondent. 

Delhi recorded the highest amount of 
rain in a single March day on Saturday, 
as hail, thunder, and heavy rain lashed 
Delhi-NCR. At Safdarjung, observations 
from where are considered the official 
figures for Delhi, 101.9 mm of rain 
was recorded. The city witnessed low 
visibility as a thick cloud cover hung 
close to the surface, and waterlogging 
was seen in several areas. Before this, 
the highest rainfall on a single March 
day  97.4 mm  was recorded in 2015. 
Saturday’s minimum temperature was 
16.4 degrees Celsius, a degree below 
normal, while the maximum temperature 
was 24.7 degrees Celsius, five degrees 
below normal. The maximum humidity 
recorded was 98% and minimum 
was 67% Thundershowers were also 
recorded Saturday in Chandigarh, 
Karnal in Haryana, Shimla in Himachal 
Pradesh, and across the cities of eastern 
and western UP. “Due to westerly 
trough in mid-tropospheric levels and 
moist easterlies from the Bay of Bengal, 
moderate to severe thunderstorm 
activity taking place over Haryana, 
Delhi, Jharkhand, north Chhattisgarh 
and Bihar,” read a tweet by the India 
Meteorological Department (IMD) . The 
upper level features are also conducive 
for development of thunderstorms and 
hailstorms,” said the IMD in a release. 
Dehradun and Nainital in Uttarakhand 

also witnessed hailstorms Saturday. 
The size of a hailstone was an average 
of 1 cm in diameter. “In the atmosphere, 
the freezing point varies, sometimes 
reducing by 2-3 degrees, which leads to 
hail. This usually happens from February-
April,” said an IMD official. The cyclonic 
disturbance will move further eastwards 
and result in thunder and hailstorms in 
Bihar, Jharkhand, north Chhattisgarh, 
Sikkim and West Bengal till Sunday, 
said the IMD. “It is probable that Bihar 

may also see hailstorms in the coming 
days,” said an official. The western 
disturbances, a cyclonic circulation, 
extending up to the troposphere and 
moving eastwards from Pakistan, is 
responsible for the storms, the IMD said. 
Both clear skies and fog are expected 
on Sunday and Monday in Delhi-NCR. 
Officials said an increase in temperature 
is expected over the next few days, with 
the maximum temperature set to touch 
30 degree Celsius on March 18.

New Delhi Correspondent. 

Demanding that the benefit of reduced crude oil prices in 
the global market be passed on to the people of the country, 
AAP MLA Raghav Chadha said the Centre was working 

against the interest of people by hiking fuel prices. “We 
demand the price of petrol be reduced to Rs 39/litre and 
diesel to Rs 31/litre, as there is a 55% decrease in crude 
oil price in global market,” Chadha said. The Centre had 
announced a Rs 3 per litre hike in excise duties on petrol 
and diesel on Saturday. “In India, the crude oil price is 
dependent on the crude oil price in the global market. 
Today, in the global market the price has become the lowest 
in the last 15 years but under the Modi government in 
India, the crude oil price has only increased,” Chadha said.

AAP MLA Raghav Chadha 
slams Centre over oil prices

New Delhi Correspondent. 

Restricting visitors’ access and teaching children to 
keep a safe distance from each other — the Eidgah 
relief camp in Northeast Delhi’s Mustafabad is trying to 
find ways to maintain precautions against coronavirus. 
The relief camp has been set up by the Delhi Waqf 
Board, in association with the Delhi government, 
to provide shelter to families displaced by the riots. 
With hundreds of people living in the limited space in 
exposed conditions, which also sees a steady inflow of 
volunteers and mediapersons, residents of the camp 
find themselves vulnerable during the current health 
crisis. At the moment, hand sanitisers and masks have 
been distributed to residents. Hand sanitisers have 
also been made available at desks at the entry to the 
camp. We are making announcements every hour or 
so, telling people to keep washing their hands. We 
are also telling them to visit the medical-aid desk if 
they have the slightest cold or fever, and we will refer 
anyone with more serious symptoms to a hospital. We 

are also trying to restrict the entry of people to the 
camp. The residents are here out of compulsion but 
others need to be limited. We are allowing media and 
NGO representatives to only stay here for an hour, and 
we have set aside a specific hour for relatives to visit,” 
said Mohammad Imran, the nodal officer from the 
Waqf Board at the camp. 

To keep coronavirus at bay, visitors 
restricted at Eidgah relief camp

New Delhi Correspondent. 

A 26-year-old private cab driver, who had 
approached the Northeast district police claiming 
he was a riot victim, turned out to be an accused 
after police found footage from a CCTV camera in 
Brahmpuri that purportedly showed him holding 
a sword and pelting stones. Police sources said 
Surendra Soni, a resident of Brahmpuri, was also 
arrested in 2013 on molestation charges. “On 
February 25, he had lodged a police complaint, 
alleging he was attacked by a group when he 
was heading home, and that he had received a 
gunshot injury on his left hand. An FIR of attempt 
to murder was then registered at New Usmanpur 
police station,” said a police officer. During their 
investigation, police found footage purportedly 
showing Soni carrying a sword and standing with 
a group of people in Brahmpuri’s gali number 13 at 
2.50 am on February 25. Others beside him can be 
seen firing several rounds and pelting stones at a 
group, which fires back. “Soni was again questioned 
by police, and they showed him the footage as well. 

He admitted to the crime. He then claimed that 
people were gathering in his street, so he came out 
of his house to help his neighbours, and he fired and 
pelted stones in self-defence,” the officer said. Later, 

police also arrested a 22-year-old man, Nasir alias 
Arbaj, who was purportedly seen firing several 
rounds from a country-made pistol in the footage. 
Meanwhile, the special investigation team of the 
Crime Branch has identified around 15 people, 
including 10 women, who allegedly attacked 
DCP Amit Sharma, ACP Anuj Kumar and 60 other 
policemen. “Among the 15 people, five are local 
registered criminals of different police stations in 
Northeast Delhi. We are conducting raids to nab 
them. We identified the women after gathering 
information about them, and came to know they 
were part of the anti-Citizenship Amendment Act 
protests in the area where Head Constable Ratan 
Lal was shot dead,” said a senior police officer. 
Police have also arrested four more people in 
connection with the murder of Intelligence Bureau 
staffer Ankit Sharma, whose body was fished out 
of a drain in Northeast Delhi. Earlier this week, 
police had arrested Salman alias Haseen after they 
intercepted his calls and found his alleged link to 
Ankit’s murder.

Cab driver claims attacked, but 
CCTV shows him rioting

For the first time, Gurgaon buses make way to capital
New Delhi, Correspondent. 

The Gurugram Metropolitan City Bus 
Limited (GMCBL) Friday added two 
new routes to its service, including 
one that connects Gurgaon to Delhi  
the first of the service to ply between 
the two cities. Officials said while 
route 210 will see buses ply between 
Gurgaon’s Sector 10 and Delhi’s Karol 
Bagh, route 119 will have buses 
plying from Gurgaon bus stand to NIT 
bus stand in Faridabad. “Two buses 
each will ply on the two new routes,” 
said GMCBL spokesperson Vanita 
Akhauri. Officials said the four buses 
operating on these routes have been 
deployed from the existing fleet of 
154 buses, by reducing the number 
of vehicles operating on other routes. 
Route 210 is the first route started 
by GMCBL between Gurgaon and the 
capital. Officials said it begins from 
Gurgaon bus stand and makes 15 
stops enroute to Karol Bagh. 

In Gurgaon, these include Patel 
Nagar Vyapar Kendra, Sukhrali, 
Udyog Vihar, Shankar Chowk, Delhi-
Gurgaon border, while the stops 
in Delhi include Rajokri, Rangpuri, 
Mahipalpur, and Dhaula Kuan. The 
first and last bus from the Gurgaon 
bus stand will leave at 7.15 am and 
7.05 pm respectively, said officials, 
and the last bus from Karol Bagh 

will depart at 8.45 pm each day. 
The route to Faridabad, meanwhile, 
is the second route to be launched 
between the two cities, but the only 
route operating currently. Officials 
said although a route between 
Gurgaon and Faridabad had been 
launched last year, it was operating 
on a temporary permit, which 

expired in December. The route 
launched Friday will ply between 
the Gurgaon bus stand and NIT bus 
stand, with 25 stops in between, 
including Canal Colony, Sukhrali, 
MG Road Metro, Bristol Chowk, 
Khushboo Chowk, Baliyawas, 
Bandhwari, Mangar, Sainik Colony, 
Mulla Hotel, BK Hospital Chowk, 

and Metro Mor. While the first 
bus will leave Gurgaon bus stand 
at 5.58 am each day, the last bus 
will leave at 7.28 pm. The last bus 
from Ballabgarh will depart at 9.28 
pm.The two new routes bring the 
total number of routes operated by 
the GMCBL, which began operations 
in September 2018, to 20.

New Delhi Correspondent. 

There are over 9,000 anganwadi centres 
across the city, with varying numbers 
of beneficiaries. Children between 3-6 
years of age are provided snacks and a 
hot cooked meal, while younger children, 
pregnant women and lactating or nursing 
mothers are provided take-home rations. 
With the closure of all anganwadi centres 
in the capital till the end of this month, 
the provision of supplementary nutrition 
to children in these centres has come to a 
pause. Over the past week, Delhi has seen 
multiple service facilities temporarily 
close as a precautionary measure against 
coronavirus, including schools and 
colleges. Last week, the Delhi government 
also ordered the closure of all anganwadi 
centres until March 31. There are over 9,000 anganwadi centres across the city, with 
varying numbers of beneficiaries. Children between 3-6 years of age are provided 
snacks and a hot cooked meal, while younger children, pregnant women and lactating or 
nursing mothers are provided take-home rations. With the coronavirus precautions, this 
has been put on hold. Anganwadi workers are still reporting to the centres. We are doing 
our administrative record-keeping work and from time to time also talking to people in 
the locality about precautions against the virus. Beneficiaries have stopped coming to the 
centre,” said a worker at a centre in Okhla.

Delhi: Anganwadis on pause, 
govt decision this week

Actions of cops during NE 
Delhi riots to be assessed

Gurgaon Correspondent. 

To assess the action of each police personnel deployed in 
Northeast Delhi when riots broke out from February 23 
to 25, the Joint Commissioner of Police (Eastern Range) 
has asked them to provide details of their place of duty 
and action taken by them when violence took place in 
their area. A letter has been sent by JCP (Eastern Range) 
Alok Kumar to DCPs of all districts, specialised units 
such as Crime Branch, Economic Offences Wing, Delhi 
Armed Police as well as all district police personnel. 
“The name of ACPs, SHOs, inspectors, who performed 
law and order duty in Northeast Delhi during riots, 
along with their place of duty, timing of duty and 
action taken by them during riots may be intimated by 
return signal. This may be treated as most urgent,” the 
letter states. Further, data compiled by the Delhi Police 
suggests that Khajuri Khas area saw the most violence, 
with 153 FIRs being registered — the highest in an 
area, among the 700-plus filed so far. More than 100 
FIRs have been filed at Bhajanpura and Gokulpuri as 

well, indicating that these areas were particularly hit 
by violence. The riots claimed 53 lives. A total of 10 
murder FIRs have been filed in Karawal Nagar, nine 
in Gokulpuri and seven in Dayalpur. Till March 8, the 
Delhi Police had registered 708 FIRs, including 638 
on charges of rioting. “There are 14 police stations in 
Northeast Delhi and data was compiled as per FIRs 
registered at all these stations since February 22. 
There are eight headers, with charges such as dacoity 
during riot (3 cases so far), murder (6), murder 
during riot (33), attempt to murder during riot (24), 
culpable homicide not amounting to murder (1) and 
voluntarily causing grievous hurt by use of acid (1),” 
a senior police officer said. The data, compiled by the 
Northeast district police, has been shown to Delhi 
Police Commissioner S N Shrivastava, it is learnt. 
“Apart from Khajuri Khas, Gokulpuri and Bhajanpura, 
Karawal Nagar also saw major violence, with 88 cases 
being registered,” an officer said, adding that 71 cases 
have been filed from the district’s Dayalpur area.

New Delhi Correspondent. 

With employees and students retreating from physical gatherings, government agencies 
are looking at bolstering digital capacities to handle the shift. The Department of 
Telecommunications (DoT) has eased rules to help IT companies transition to “work 
from home” in the wake of coronavirus, while the IT Department in Kerala, the state with 
the most confirmed cases so far, has worked with telecom companies to bolster network 
capacity after struggling to convince coaching classes in the state to transfer lessons 
online. With 19 coronavirus cases confirmed so far, Kerala has implemented the strongest 
quarantine measures to stem the flow. “We were worried about entrance coaching classes 
because they would not disband classes. This required quality internet service, which (the concept of) ‘work from home’ 
also requires,” Kerala IT Secretary M Sivasankar said. “The classes have now been disbanded. We have managed to provide 
quality browsing through this timely meeting of telecom companies,” he said. Sivasankar has met with officials of internet 
service providers such as BSNL, Reliance Jio, Airtel, Idea, Asianet, Tala Teleservices, and PowerGrid for this purpose. 

Coronavirus outbreak: As work heads 
home, agencies bolster digital capacity
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Short of this assurance, fears about NPR will 
remain  those pointing this out are neither anti-
national nor misled. Responding to the discussion 
in the House on the communal violence in 
Delhi in Rajya Sabha on Thursday, Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah seemed to be taking a step 
back from his government’s unyielding line on 
the NPR-NRC issue that forms its backdrop. No 
one would be marked “doubtful” in case he or 
she is unable to provide the information sought 
in the impending National Population Register 
process, he said, all information is voluntary, 
no document would be sought and nobody 
should fear the NPR. He assured members of 
the Opposition that he was open and ready 
for discussions with them on the matter. In 
effect, Minister Shah seemed to be reaching 
out, for the first time, to meet the criticism and 
apprehensions that data collected under the 
NPR would be weaponised subsequently by the 
NRC, that the former was a prelude to the latter, 
which would result, due to state malevolence or 
incapacity or both, as in Assam, in vulnerable 
citizens losing their citizenship. Minister Shah’s 
assurance is welcome, but it isn’t enough. In 
the House on Thursday, he could have gone 
further, taken another step back. He could have 
said that there will be no NRC. The Citizenship 
Amendment Act, the National Register of 
Citizens, and the National Population Register are 
governed by separate processes and purposes. 
Yet they have come to be linked with each other, 
in popular fear and imagination and, before that, 
in the politics of the BJP. In fact, the citizenship 
law gives, doesn’t take away, citizenship. But in 
tandem with the proposed nation-wide NRC, it is 
seen to be holding out a legal safety net to Hindus 
caught on the wrong foot by the NRC, while 
underlining the helplessness of Muslims in the 
same predicament. In fact, the NPR only collects 
data. But in the verification process of the NRC 
that follows, it could hand the power to decide 
who is a citizen, and who isn’t, to a local official. 
In other words, the NRC is the nub of the fears 
and doubts that have collected around both the 
CAA and NPR. The CAA is now in the Supreme 
Court, which will decide on its constitutionality. 
But it is in the government’s hands to strike 
out the idea of the nationwide NRC. At Ramlila 
maidan in December, Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi had said that a nationwide NRC was not 
being discussed in government circles. President 
Ram Nath Kovind’s address that flagged off the 
Budget session made no mention of the NRC. 
Now, the Home Minister.

A bank receives funds in the form of current 
accounts, savings accounts and fixed deposits, 
and pays interest on them (cost of funds). A 
significant portion of the deposits has to be 
kept as reserves in instruments that meet the 
RBI’s stipulations. The bank can lend only the 
remaining amount and earn interest (interest 
income). Even that amount is capped by what is 
known as the CRAR or Capital to Risk (Weighted) 
Assets Ratio, commonly known as the Capital 
Adequacy Ratio. The difference between ‘interest 
income’ and ‘cost of funds’ is the net interest 
margin (NIM) and is the bank’s profit. Since NIM 
will always be positive, a bank should ordinarily 
make profits. A lending bank is required to 
keep a close watch on the borrower’s account 
Is the interest bring paid regularly? Were the 
instalments of principal repaid on the due dates? 
Have the balance sheet and profit and loss 
statement been audited and do they reflect the 
true state of the finances of the borrower? There 
are multiple levels of oversight over banks. First 
is the Finance Committee of the bank. Second 
is the Board of Directors. Third is the Internal 
Auditor. Fourth is the external Concurrent 
Auditor. Fifth is the RBI-approved Statutory 
Auditor. Sixth is the Annual General Meeting 
of shareholders. Seventh is the Department of 
Banking Operations and Development (DBOD) in 
RBI. Last is the hawk-eyed analyst. Above all these 
is the invisible market that will reward or punish 
in the case of a bank that is a listed company. 
There is also the Department of Financial 
Services (DFS) in the Ministry of Finance that 
is supposed to keep an eye on every scheduled 
commercial bank of a certain size, including all 
public sector banks. Despite the multi-layered 
oversight, some loans will turn non-performing 
due to genuine business failures. What loan shall 
be classified as a non-performing asset (NPA) is 
determined by the rules and directions of the 
RBI. Once classified as NPA, the bank has to make 
a ‘provision’ eating into its profits and affecting 
its capacity to declare dividends or re-invest the 
earnings. If the gross NPAs are on the increase, 
alarm bells should ring. Yes Bank seems to have 
escaped all levels of oversight and declared 
profits every quarter. It declared its first ever 
quarterly loss in Jan-March, 2019. Even then, no 
alarm bells went off in the DBOD or DFS. Please 
notice the jump from March 2014 to March 2019: 
the loan book grew at the rate of 35 per cent a 
year! Please also notice the spike in 2016-17 and 
2017-18, the two years immediately following 
demonetisation. Some pertinent questions arise: 
Which committee or who authorised the grant of 
new loans after March 2014? Were not the RBI 
and government aware that Yes Bank was on a 
loan-giving spree? Did no one in the RBI or the 
government read the balance sheet.

No NRC

RBI and govt are poised to implement 
a rescue plan for Yes Bank that can be 

only described as bizarre

Afghans in Delhi: Remembering 
the past, rectifying the future

Nithya Rajan

Afghans have been present in Delhi as far 
as living memory goes, and possibly well 
beyond that. Many of the monuments that 
Delhiites see on their daily commutes, 
such as the Qutub Minar (modeled on 
the Minaret of Jam in the Ghor province 
of Afghanistan), and Siri fort were 
built by rulers of Afghan origin. Older 
denizens of the city talk of the ubiquitous 
Kabuliwallahs- traders who would bring 
carpets, dry fruits, and saffron from 
Afghanistan. The Afghan restaurants 
in Lajpat Nagar are well-loved for their 
mouth-watering kebabs and pulaos. The 
CAA relegates Afghans who are part of 
the fabric of this city to different futures 
on religious lines, without any regard 
for the reasons that forced them to 
leave their country. Contrary to former 
Afghan President Hamid Karzai’s claim 
that “there are no persecuted minorities 
in Afghanistan… the whole country is 
persecuted,” the persecution of Hazara 
people, a Shia ethnic minority, is well 
documented. Karzai is, of course, right 
that all Afghans have suffered and so far 
India has provided refuge, albeit flawed 
and inadequate, to all Afghans irrespective 
of ethnicity, gender, religion, and class. 
When Afghans started arriving in Delhi 
in large numbers after the Soviet invasion 
of Afghanistan in 1979, the GOI was 
very resistant to the idea of giving them 
‘refugee status’. The United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) 
under the aegis of the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP) started 
issuing refugee certificates to Afghans. 
The MHA and MEA discovered this only 
when an Afghan man, Mohamed Maiwand, 
sought visa renewal on the ground that he 
is a ‘UN-recognized refugee’. In response 
to the UNHCR’s repeated appeals from 
1980 to 1983 for de jure status in 
India and permission to open an office 
(separate from UNDP) to assist Afghans, 
the MEA took the stand that “there are no 
Afghan refugees in India”. They insisted 
that the UNHCR refer to Afghans under 
their protection as ‘Afghan transients’, 
rather than ‘refugees’. Although there 
were reportedly anywhere from 50,000 
to 100,000 Afghans in Delhi at the time 
of the Soviet invasion, the GOI remained 
intractable on the question of granting 
refugee status to the 5000 or so Afghans 
who arrived after 1979. At the time, MEA 
officials cited ‘security concerns’ and ‘law 
and order problems’ as the reason for 
their opposition to the UNHCR extending 
assistance to refugees. In internal MEA 
communications, particularly between 
the UN and Pak-Iraf (now called IPA) 
divisions that were most involved with 
the ‘Afghan question’, officials shared their 
fears about Pakistani ‘operatives’ entering 
India in the guise of Afghan refugees. 
They also speculated that Afghans would 
start coming in even larger numbers if the 
UNHCR offered them assistance, especially 
subsistence allowance (around Rs. 200 per 
month). The MHA was directed to ask the 
Indian embassy in Kabul to clamp down 
on issuing visas and some Afghans who 
arrived at Palam airport without visas 
were deported. However, no drastic steps 
were taken against Afghans arriving in 
India or even the UNHCR which continued 

to assist Afghans despite the government’s 
lack of cooperation. Almost 40 years later, 
the UNHCR has established a permanent 
presence in India and has around 30,000 
refugees under its mandate, although 
it continues to operate on a de facto 
status. The GOI’s stand on Afghans has 
to be viewed in relation to India’s close 
relationship with the Soviet Union at 
the time. In fact, India’s approach to 
refugees has always been motivated more 
by political and diplomatic expediency 
than humanitarian concern. The CAA 
does not break with this tradition in any 
way. According to an Intelligence Bureau 
report, the CAA will positively impact only 
about 31,000 refugees from Afghanistan, 
Pakistan, and Bangladesh who are non-
Muslim by making them eligible for 
naturalisation. The nexus of the CAA and 
NRC that has been written about widely, 
establishes that the CAA has very little 
to do with refugees and only invokes 
them as pawns in a larger political game. 
In treating displaced people differently 
based on their religion, the CAA diverges 
from India’s earlier apathetic approach to 
refugees. One particular incident during 
the negotiations between the MEA and 
the UNHCR over the status of Afghans 
in the 80s illustrates this break. In a 
1981 meeting between R.N. Mulye (Joint 
Secretary of the UN division of the MEA), 
Jan Huyser (Resident Representative of the 
UNDP), and De Souza (a UNHCR official) 
the question of ‘ethnic Indian among 
Afghans’ came up — it is fair to assume 
that ‘ethnic Indians’ here refer to Hindu 
and Sikh Afghans. Perhaps hoping to get 

the uncooperative GOI to extend financial 
support to at least this sub-group among 
displaced Afghans in Delhi, Huyser and De 
Souza claimed that unlike most Afghans 
arriving in India, ‘ethnic Indians’ were 
not rich and less likely to treat India as a 
transit location. The implication was that 
Hindu and Sikh Afghans may stay on in 
India even after the conflict in Afghanistan 
ends and the GOI should support them. 
Writing to his MEA colleagues about this 
proposal, Mulye argued against giving 
‘ethnic Indians’ any special consideration. 
Even though their number is reported 
to be less than 1000, Mulye asserts 
that such special consideration would 
set a dangerous precedent given the 
substantial size of Indian diasporas across 
the world. He writes, “While the UN may 
merely look to them in the context of the 
Afghan situation, we have to look at the 
situation in the overall context of our 
policy on ethnic Indians who were non-
Indian nationals scattered all over the 
world”. Thus, the MEA’s approach towards 
Afghan refugees although unsupportive 
and apathetic did not discriminate among 
them based on religion. With the CAA, 
India has broken with this practice. To be 
a truly pro-refugee nation, we would not 
only have to reverse the CAA but pass an 
asylum bill that will open up a path to legal 
residence and naturalisation for all those 
fleeing persecution. The recent violence 
against Muslims in Delhi which started 
as retaliation against anti-CAA protests 
puts to rest all speculation that the Act is 
motivated by humanitarianism towards 
refugees. 

Meghnad Desai

The question now is why are Shashi 
Tharoor, Manish Tiwari, Gaurav Gogoi, 
Milind Deora, Sachin Pilot still wasting 
away in the Congress when all they can 
look forward to is Priyanka Vadra taking 
over since her brother does not fancy the 
job for which he was never elected. The 
question is not why he did it but why did 
it take him so long? Jyotiraditya Scindia 
is talented, well-educated, politically 
savvy (everything Rahul Gandhi is not). 
In any decent political system, he would 
have been a contender for leadership. 
But not in India. Not with the Dynasty. 
Since its humiliating defeat in 2014, we 
have all been waiting for a searching 
analysis for the reasons of its failure by 
the Congress. Apart from absolving the 
Family for the failure, the Antony analysis, 
not yet published, did nothing else. The 
second defeat in 2019 did not improve 
matters. Like the dog in the manger, Rahul 
neither wants to be party president nor 
does he want there to be an election for 
the leadership position. Within those 
five years, the US Democratic Party has 
had two leadership competitions, the UK 
has changed prime ministers thrice after 
leadership elections in the Conservative 
Party, France has elected a president 
and the German CDU saw Angela Merkel 
resign leadership, nominate a successor 
who was approved by the party who has 
since resigned while a second leadership 
election is on the way. The Congress 
has done nothing. It is repeating what 
happened to the British Liberal Party 
which dominated British politics in the 
Nineteenth Century as one of the two 
great parties, won a landslide victory 
in 1906, stayed in power till 1922, and 
then declined for the next hundred 
years. Longevity in a political party is no 
guarantee of immortality. In politics your 
life is measured in your ability to renew 
yourself at each election. The Congress 
is governed by geriatrics who have not 
won (and could not win if they tried) an 
election to the Lok Sabha. They control 
the Congress and are in no mood to give 
up. Bahadur Shah Zafar, the last Mughal 

Emperor, had more energy than this 
lot. The question now is why are Shashi 
Tharoor, Manish Tiwari, Gaurav Gogoi, 
Milind Deora, Sachin Pilot still wasting 
away in the Congress when all they can 
look forward to is Priyanka Vadra taking 
over since her brother does not fancy the 
job for which he was never elected. After 
Priyanka, will come her children to rule. It 
is a repeat of Mughal history. Three good 
kings and then 150 years of decline. The 
basic model of the Indian party structure 
is Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs, one 

dominant party and a crowd of pygmies. 
After 2014, the Snow White changed from 
the Congress to the BJP, but the dwarfs 
remain, with the Congress joining them. 
The Congress had nothing left to say to 
the voters except that it had fought for 
Independence. Even that is false history. 
The Congress today is not the one which 
fought for Independence. That Congress 
split in 1969; in1980 it became the Indira 
Congress. The Indira Congress cannot 
claim credit for the Independence struggle. 
Even then there were the Ghadar Party, 

Anushilan Samiti, Abhinav Bharat Society, 
the Swaraj Party, Hindu Mahasabha, the 
Communists and Socialists plus Subhas 
Chandra Bose who also fought. The BJP 
has fought since 1951 to win power, 
almost displaced the Congress in 1998 
but lost and came back in 2014. Had Rajiv 
Gandhi lived, he could have made the 
Congress a Hindu nationalist party with 
orthodox Muslim clergy support. Why 
not just follow Jyotiraditya and merge the 
Congress with the BJP?

Jyotiraditya Scindia’s exit seals Congress’ fate

At the time, MEA 
officials cited 

‘security concerns’ 
and ‘law and order 

problems’ as the 
reason for their 

opposition to the 
UNHCR extending 

assistance to 
refugees. In 

internal MEA 
communications, 

particularly between 
the UN and Pak-Iraf 

(now called IPA) 
divisions that were 
most involved with 

the ‘Afghan question. 

The MHA and MEA discovered this only when an Afghan man, Mohamed 
Maiwand, sought visa renewal on the ground that he is a ‘UN-recognized 
refugee’. In response to the UNHCR’s repeated appeals from 1980 to 1983 

for de jure status in India and permission to open an office (separate from 
UNDP) to assist Afghans, the MEA took the stand that “there are no Afghan 

refugees in India”. They insisted that the UNHCR refer to Afghans under their 
protection as ‘Afghan transients’, rather than ‘refugees’. Although there were 
reportedly anywhere from 50,000 to 100,000 Afghans in Delhi at the time of 

the Soviet invasion, the GOI remained intractable on the question of granting 
refugee status to the 5000 or so Afghans who arrived after 1979.
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Bamako, Agency. A Canadian woman and 
Italian man kidnapped in Burkina Faso 
in December 2018 have been released to 
the United Nations’ peacekeeping mission 
in neighbouring Mali and appear to be in 
good health, a mission spokesman said 
on Saturday. Edith Blais and Italian Luca 
Tacchetto went missing while travelling 
through Burkina Faso, a country where 
jihadist groups with links to al Qaeda 
and Islamic State are active and have 
kidnapped Westerners in the past. It is 
not known who was responsible for Blais 
and Tacchetto’s kidnapping or if any 
ransom was paid. UN mission spokesman 
Olivier Salgado told Reuters that the two 
were received by peacekeepers on Friday 
evening and would be handed over to 
Malian authorities later on Saturday. He 
shared a photo of Blais and Tacchetto 
wearing UN human rights t-shirts and 
sweatpants. Both are grinning in the 
photo and appear to be healthy. Another 
Canadian, Kirk Woodman, was kidnapped 
in January 2019 from a mining site 
where he was working in Burkina Faso 
and found dead later the same week. 
Islamic State claimed to have kidnapped 
and killed him, but security sources told 
Reuters they believed he actually died 
during a botched attempt by a criminal 
gang to sell him on to another group.

Canadian woman and Italian 
man kidnapped in Burkina Faso 
have been released: UN

5 million Syrian children in need due to war, says UN
New York, Agency. 

The UN children’s organization UNICEF 
issued a plea on Friday to support Syrian 
children as the war in Syria nears the start 
of its 10th year. “A child dies every 10 hours 
as a result of the war,” the organization 
said. From 2014 through the end of 2019, 
5,427 children were killed, UNICEF said in 
its Syria 9 March 2020 report. The report 
also estimated that over 5 million children 
are in need inside Syria and 2.5 million 
more in neighboring countries. In a video 
posted to Twitter, UNICEF also noted that all 
children in Syria under the age of nine have 
known nothing but war in their lifetime. 
“Humanitarian help may not be able to end 
the war, but it can minimize the suffering 
of those most affected,” said Christian 
Schneider, the head of UNIEF Germany. He 
noted in a tweet that the war would enter 
its 10th year on Sunday and added his hope 
that “the terrible anniversary date would 
no longer have meaning in 2021.” In the 
report, UNICEF said it has received only 
40% of the funds needed for 2020 to date 
and still faces a shortfall of $682 million 
(€610 million). The ongoing war began in 
March 2011 with protests against President 
Bashar Assad and quickly snowballed 
into violent fighting that drew in several 
countries and militant groups. Russia and 
Iran joined the war throwing their support 

behind Assad. Western forces, including 
the United States, provided military aid to 
rebel fighters, partially as an attempt to 
fight the so-called “Islamic State” terror 
group, which at the height of its power 
controlled wide swaths of Iraq and Syria. 
Most recently, the fighting in Syria has been 
concentrated in the northwestern province 
of Idlib, close to the border with Turkey. In 

recent weeks, some 900,000 individuals, 
including more than half a million children, 
have been forced to flee the area due to 
confrontations between Turkish troops and 
Syrian government forces. Turkey, which 
hosts some 4 million refugees, recently 
allowed asylum-seekers within its border 
to travel onward towards Europe, causing 
thousands to amass on the border to Greece. 

Germany has urged the EU to take in around 
1,500 child refugees. UNICEF’s Syria 9 noted 
that since 2014, some 2.6 million children 
have been displaced within Syria, with 
some 2.5 million registered as refugees in 
neighboring countries. A total of 2.8 million 
children are out of school. The report also 
included statistics on child labor, health and 
nutrition, education and displacement.

On empty streets of northern Italy, 
gloom and some rainbows of hope

Damini Ralleigh, Agency. 

Last Saturday, a week ago, when talk 
of a lockdown suddenly overwhelmed 
conversation in this provincial 
town in Italy’s northwest, the virus 
had still seemed far away. Then, a 
little after 2 am on Sunday, Prime 
Minister Giuseppe Conte announced 
a lockdown of much of the country’s 
north  Italy, he said, was facing a 
national emergency. In the week 
that followed, every day brought 
new horrors. By Saturday evening 
India time, the number of confirmed 
coronavirus infections had reached 
17,660, hospitals across the country 
were overflowing with patients, and 
1,441 people had died — the biggest 
toll from the pandemic anywhere 
outside China. Piedmont, along 
with neighbouring Lombardy and 
Emilia-Romagna, as well as Veneto, 
are the worst affected. In Bra, a 
town of 30,000-odd inhabitants to 
the south of Turin, the capital of the 
Piedmont region, it is not difficult to 
feel disconnected from the rest of the 
world. Life moves slowly, and revolves 
largely around epicurean endeavours 
— this, after all, is where the Slow Food 
Movement was born. The day’s major 
tasks include collecting fresh produce 
from the farmers’ market and tasting 
the region’s wines — some of Italy’s 
best reds are produced in Piedmont 
— at tony wineries. Gastronomes 
from across the world come here 
for an education at the University of 
Gastronomic Sciences in the adjoining 
administrative district of Pollenzo. But 
as the panic increased, social media 
was flooded with videos of people 
catching late-night trains to the south. 
If northern Italy was to be shut down, 
they wanted to be home. Many in the 
expat community spent large sums on 
last-minute tickets to fly out. Those 
who left are believed to be the ones 
who carried the virus to the south of 
the country. I too want to be with my 
family but I am scared that I could be 
a carrier and could end up giving it to 
my parents who are old. We all need to 
act responsibly. I barely know anyone 
here. It gets lonely, but I think staying 
in quarantine is in everyone’s interest,” 
said 28-year-old Valentina Del Mastro, 
who moved to Bra a month ago from 
Avellino, Campania. The morning 
after the lockdown was announced, 
Bra’s normally teeming streets had 
emptied out, you could no longer 
hear the cacophony of accents that is 
the town’s soundtrack, and the mood 
was of uncertainty, tinged with fear. 
Over the next couple of days, schools, 

the neighbouring university, offices, 
shops, the cinema, restaurants and 
bars, all shut. The town was cowering 
from the pandemic. If you were out of 
doors, you had to have a reason  and 
a government-issued piece of paper 
stating what it was. A lapse attracted 
heavy fines or even jail. People went 
out only to buy medicines or food. “I 
went to the supermarket yesterday 
to stock up on essentials. We were 
all given a number and told to wait 
for our turn. Only 25-30 people 
were allowed in at a time, and were 
given plastic gloves,” said food and 
drink writer Bruce McMichael, 58, 
who arrived in Bra from London last 
year. The rules are being followed by 
businesses and consumers, he said, 
“easing the panic that a situation as 
surreal as this might otherwise have 
caused”. Not everyone has been able 
to take the crisis with equanimity, 
though. The stress has come out in 
incidents of xenophobia and racism 
usually not seen in multicultural 
Bra. Vietnamese-American Madeline 
Nguyen posted on Instagram how 
children had screamed “Corona!” as 
she passed by. “The racialisation of the 
virus doesn’t surprise me, but it does 
make one feel alone,” she said. Some 
believe the lockdown came too late. 
“This could have been anticipated 10 
days ago,” Milan-based food blogger 
Carlotta Panza, 23, said. “Now this 
has become a dead city. A few days 
ago we went to a bar (they were at 
the time allowed to stay open until 
6 pm) where you normally have to 
wait at least an hour to be seated, and 
there was no one there.” The strain the 
pandemic has put on Italy’s healthcare 
system is showing in the lack of 
space in intensive care units, and a 

shortage of ventilator machines and 
even doctors and nurses. The Italian 
College of Anaesthesia, Analgesia, 
Resuscitation and Intensive Care 
(SIAARTI) has issued guidelines 
saying that instead of offering 
supervision to all patients, the need of 
the hour is to follow “the most widely 
shared criteria regarding distributive 
justice and the appropriate allocation 
of limited health resources”. This 
essentially means that patients 
with a bigger chance of therapeutic 
success should have a greater right 
to medical care. Those who may be 
deemed too old to recover should 
be denied intensive care, the paper 
has proposed. “Imagine your mother 
has to go to the hospital and there’s 
a 25-year-old who is also there and 
they take priority over your mother. 
Your mother could just die,” Panza 
said. The loss of incomes is worrying 
many. “My office has shut down and 
my mother has taken a few days off 
from the municipal corporation of 
Avellino, where she works. My father, 
who is a coach-builder and has his 
own workshop, has no money coming. 
If the situation remains like this, he 
won’t be able to pay next month’s 
bills. We understand that we need to 
put our health first but we are scared 
of losing work,” said Del Mastro, 
who is currently interning with 
Slow Food Italia. The government’s 
announcements on wage subsidies, 
tax cuts, and exemptions from paying 
utility bills have not eased many 
anxieties. In the midst of the gloom, 
some younger residents of Bra have 
clung to hope. Their schools and 
universities are shut, and they have 
been leaving notes across the town  on 
doors, street lamps.

Washington, Agency. 

U.S. President Donald Trump has tested 
negative for coronavirus, the president’s 
physician, Sean Conley, said in a statement 
on Saturday. The president decided on 
Friday to take the test for the virus, which 
has killed some 5,800 people worldwide, 
and received the negative result on 
Saturday evening, Conley wrote in a memo 
that was released by the White House. 
The test came days after the president 
stood next to a Brazilian official who 
was tested positive for the virus. Trump 
was photographed at his private Florida 
club standing next to Fabio Wajngarten, 
the press aide to Brazilian President Jair 
Bolsonaro, when Brazilian officials visited 
last week. Wajngarten later tested positive for the disease. “One week after having 
dinner with the Brazilian delegation in Mar-a-Lago, the president remains symptom-
free,” Conley said in his memo. “I have been in daily contact with the CDC (Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention) and White House Coronavirus Task Force, and we are 
encouraging the implementation of all their best practices for exposure reduction and 
transmission mitigation.” Because of a U.S. effort to slow the spread of the virus, which 
disproportionately kills older people, schools have been closed, museums shuttered and 
many employees have been urged to work from home to practice “social distancing.” 
The virus has killed more than 50 Americans. It has infected more than 154,000 people 
worldwide and killed some 5,800 since it emerged in China in December.

Beijing, Agency. 

Colombia will expel four Europeans for violating compulsory 
quarantine protocols designed to halt the spread of coronavirus, 
just hours after it closed its border with Venezuela, the 
government said on Saturday. Two men and two women of 
French and Spanish nationality will be deported after ignoring 
mandatory instructions to isolate themselves and leaving their 
hotels, against the warnings of staff, the migration agency said. 
Colombia has so far reported 22 cases of COVID-19 and has 
declared a health emergency to contain the disease. Measures 
include suspending public gatherings of more than 500 people 

and blocking cruise ships from entering its ports. President Ivan 
Duque said Colombia would close its border with Venezuela 
starting Saturday, while arrivals who are not residents or 
nationals and have stayed in Europe or Asia during the last two 
weeks will not be allowed to enter from Monday. The decision 
to close the border was criticized by Venezuelan Vice President 
Delcy Rodriguez, who in a broadcast on state television said all 
arrivals from Europe to Venezuela in March should observe a 
two-week quarantine. Venezuela on Saturday also suspended 
flights arriving from Panama and the Dominican Republic for 
30 days, after banning all flights from Europe and Colombia 
earlier this week. Information Minister Jorge Rodriguez 
confirmed eight new coronavirus cases in Venezuela for a total 
of 10. Colombia had previously asked visitors from France, 
Spain, Italy and China to self isolate for two weeks upon arrival. 
Among the measures taken in Colombia to curb the spread of 
the disease, Cine Colombia, one of the largest cinema operators 
in the country, on Saturday said it would close all of its sites 
for the next 10 days. Football and events organizers have also 
suspended matches and concerts.

 Madrid Agency.

Begona Gomez, 
the wife of Spanish 
Prime minister 
Pedro Sanchez, has 
tested positive for 
coronavirus, the 
prime minister’s office 
said, adding that both 
were doing fine.

New York, Agency.    

For Westerners  squinting at Saudi Arabia across a 
vast landscape of stories about oppressed women 
and human rights abuses — the desert kingdom 
often leaves a single, damning impression: Here 
is a country that women are desperate to flee. But 
the changes driven by Crown Prince Mohammed 
bin Salman, the kingdom’s de facto ruler, have 
complicated that image over the last few years, 
codifying for women the right to drive, attend 
sporting events and travel without a man’s 
permission, among others. As the social codes 
that long governed their lives relax their grip, 
more women are wearing their hair uncovered 
and mingling openly with men  at least in 
larger cities. But whether reality lives up to the 
law depends on the dice roll of birth. Day by 
day, it still falls to women in many households 
to negotiate their freedoms with the fathers, 
husbands, brothers and sons who serve as their 
legal guardians Even before the legal changes, 
Saudi women from tolerant families rarely had to 
chafe under requirements that a male guardian 
approve plans to get jobs or travel abroad. For 

them, permission was nearly always granted. 
Although Crown Prince Mohammed has spoken 
of dismantling the guardianship system, women 
remain legal minors when it comes to marrying, 
living on their own and other matters. Those 
from more traditional families are still yoked to 
male guardians for whom fear of God, change or 

what the neighbors will think often outweighs 
the letter of the law. The lack of reliable public 
polling and free speech makes it difficult to gauge 
how Saudis view women’s changing status. But 
one study, from 2018, suggested that fear of 
social stigma may drive opposition more than 
personal resistance. 

Saudi law granted women new freedoms. 
Their families don’t always agree.

US President Donald Trump tests 
negative for coronavirus

Colombia to expel four European 
visitors for violating quarantine

Spanish PM’s wife has tests 
positive for coronavirus

London, Agency. 

Even as governments around the world 
struggle to contain the coronavirus 
pandemic, many officials are themselves 
falling victim to the pathogen, 
undermining global efforts to address 
the crisis. Prime Minister Justin Trudeau 
of Canada put himself in isolation after 
his wife tested positive, and a number 
of other senior officials from Britain to 
Iran to Australia were confirmed to be 
infected. President Jair Bolsonaro of Brazil 
said Friday that he tested negative, after 
one of his aides tested positive. There 
is, though, rising concern that President 
Donald Trump and members of his staff 
and Cabinet might have been exposed 
in meetings with different officials from 
overseas, including with Bolsonaro’s aide. 
In a closely connected political world 
where officials crisscross the globe as 
they take part in frequent meetings with 
heads of state and other policymakers, 
the cases vividly illustrate how no one 
is immune from a virus that does not 
distinguish between the powerful and 
everyone else. The exposures follow what 
has already been a troubled, inconsistent 
and sometimes chaotic response by many 
governments around the world. “It doesn’t 
matter if you are the leader of one of the 
greatest democracies in the world or not, 
you too can get the coronavirus,” said 
Dr. Leslie Vinjamuri, director of the U.S. 
and Americas Program at the Chatham 
House research group in London. The 
risk is that entire Cabinets or senior 
government officials could be sidelined at 
once, potentially undermining an already 
complex response.

Fears rise for world 
leaders as officials test 
positive for coronavirus
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Manchester, Agency.  Manchester City’s 
appeal against their two-year UEFA ban 
from European football is up in the air 
as the Court of Arbitration for Sport in 
Switzerland deals with the impact of the 
coronavirus. City had hoped to have their 
hearing heard by early summer but that may 
be optimistic given the court in Lausanne 
has already postponed three hearings 
and has 16 cases already scheduled until 
May 18, with the City case not yet listed. 
CAS Secretary General Matthieu Reeb told 
Reuters that the court was already making 
adjustments and was “monitoring the 
situation closely and continually adapting 
to the changing circumstances”. In-person 
hearings are still being conducted, where 
the participants agree to do so,” he added in 
an email statement. “When participants are 
located in high-risk regions, we are offering 
the possibility of using video or phone links 
or postponing to a later date.” Reeb said 
that parties in cases are able to request that 
a decision be made “solely on the basis of 
the written submissions, without a hearing 
being held”. million loss, Pep Guardiola exit 
loom for Manchester City City were banned 
by UEFA on February 14 and fined 30 
million euros ($32.60 million) for “serious 
breaches” of its break-even regulations 
known as Financial Fair Play (FFP). The club, 
who have denied wrongdoing, appealed 
the decision and last month their CEO 
Ferran Soriano said they wanted “an early 
resolution” and that the “best hope is that 
this will be finished before the beginning of 
the summer”. The ruling, if upheld, would 
mean City would not be able to compete 
in the 2020-21 Champions League should 
they again qualify for Europe’s top club 
competition. They would also be banned 
from European competition in the 2021-22 
season. But the qualification process for the 
Champions League is also clouded by the 
coronavirus situation, with domestic leagues 
across the continent having suspended 
play. UEFA is holding a video-conference on 
Tuesday of all its member associations and 
league, club and player representatives to 
decide how to progress with this season and 
to discuss a possible postponement.

Manchester City’s UEFA 
ban appeal up in air as CAS 
grapples with coronavirus

Sourav Ganguly hints at cutting down games, franchise owners not keen
New Delhi, Agency. 

A day after the BCCI announced the 
suspension of the IPL until April 15 because 
of coronavirus outbreak, the cricket board’s 
president Sourav Ganguly hinted at reducing 
the number of games for the 2020 season. 
However, some franchise officials, were keen 
on a full IPL with the 2009 template. Back 
then, the tournament was completed inside 
37 days. As per the original schedule, the 
IPL 2020 was to be played from March 29 to 
May 24. In 2009, the then IPL boss Lalit Modi 
had taken the tournament to South Africa 
because it clashed with the general election 
in India. The IPL 2009 had started on April 
18 and the final was played on May 24. A 
total of 59 matches had been played. Back 
then, the knockouts, after 56 group league 
fixtures, had two semifinals followed by the 
final. With two Qualifiers and an Eliminator, 
knockouts now have just one additional game. 
On Saturday, the IPL governing council had a 
meeting with all the franchises in Mumbai 
and after that Ganguly said: “It (a truncated 
IPL) will happen, because if it is April 15, 
then it in any case 15 days are gone, it has 
to be truncated. How truncated, how many 
games, I can’t say at the moment. Until April 
15 there are no visas (for foreign players).” A 
top official from a franchise, however, cited 
the 2009 example while speaking to this 
paper. “We had an instance of holding the IPL 
in 37 days in South Africa. Fingers crossed, 

if the situation improves, we can follow that 
template. There’s no other window for the 
IPL, it has to happen in April-May. Hopefully, 
with summer approaching and a rapid rise 
in temperature, if we can start by April 20, 
we still might work on a full IPL,” he said. If 
the 2009 model is eventually followed, then 
playing the matches in a contained area – 
just two-three cities – could be an option, as 
it will reduce air travel and will lessen the 
logistics burden. “Today, the BCCI apprised 
us of the whole situation, why the IPL has 

had to be postponed, and we appreciate the 
BCCI’s stand in postponing it because it’s 
a must. We shouldn’t be looked at as if we 
are only looking at money, which is not the 
case. We are all worried about the pandemic. 
With regards to rescheduling, we haven’t put 
forward any proposal. It’s the BCCI’s call. 
They might meet us again in about two-three 
weeks’ time,” said a franchise CEO. In case of 
a truncated IPL, separating eight teams into 
two groups of four teams each, more double 
headers – the original schedule has only six 

afternoon games – and same time fixtures 
at different venues have been considered as 
options. On Friday, the BCCI took the decision 
to suspend the IPL 2020 until April 15, 
along with cancelling the India versus South 
Africa ODI series. Today, the cricket board 
decided to put all domestic matches on hold, 
including the Irani Cup to be played between 
Saurashtra and Rest of India at Rajkot from 
March 18-22, “till further notice”. “Safety 
is most important. We will continue to 
monitor the situation. (Today) we met with 
them (franchise owners) to tell them how 
it can happen and where do we stand at the 
moment. At the moment, it is just postponed. 
We will assess it (the situation). 

It will be reassessed every week,” 
Ganguly said. Today’s meeting was attended 
by all franchise owners. Everybody spoke 
about how public/players health and safety 
are of prime importance at the moment, 
given that coronavirus case count is on a 
sharp rise. The World Health Organization 
(WHO) has already declared COVID-19 a 
pandemic, with close to 1.5 lakh people 
are affected globally and over 5,000 deaths 
have been reported. In India, it has claimed 
two lives apart from affecting 83 people so 
far.Kings XI Punjab co-owner Ness Wadia 
made it clear that no stakeholder – BCCI, 
franchises, host broadcaster Star – wants 
to gain any monetary benefit by having 
the IPL at this time. “All the stakeholders, 
especially the BCCI and the owners and staff, 

feel that it is incorrect for us to even think 
about one rupee. So we are not interested 
in money. We are not interested in having 
any gain from this situation and try to hold 
the IPL without a clear understanding of 
the situation. The number one priority is to 
make sure that health and safety of everyone 
is looked after,” Wadia said after the meeting. 
“There can be no compromise for even one 
human life. If we cancel the IPL and end up 
saving one life, it will be worth it. That is my 
personal opinion. It is better to be safe than 
sorry.” “Wonderful to meet all the franchise 
owners ‘off the field’ so to say. The meeting 
by @Bcci and @ipl was to reiterate what 
all of us feel…safety first of the spectators, 
players management & cities we play in. 
All directives of the health agencies & govt 
to be followed..” Kolkata Knight Riders co-
owner Shah Rukh Khan tweeted, adding: 
“Hope the spread of the virus subsides & 
the show can go on. BCCI & team owners in 
consultation with the govt will keep a close 
watch & decide the way fwd in the health 
interest of ever1. Lovely 2 meet every1 & 
then sanitise ourselves repeatedly..” Parth 
Jindal of Delhi Capitals concurred. “Once 
the situation comes under control, all the 
options can be discussed,” he said. Deep 
inside though, it is learnt that with nearly 
Rs 3,000 crore at stake, the BCCI and 
franchises combined, the possible revenue 
loss, if the IPL is eventually cancelled, 
remains an issue. 

How can you eat bats, dogs and cats: Shoaib 
Akhtar lashes out at China over coronavirus

New Delhi, Agency. 

With the PSL being cut short and 
all sports affected globally due 
to coronavirus, former Pakistan 
cricketer Shoaib Akhtar lashed 
out at China for the spread of 
coronavirus, attacking them for 
‘eating anything and everything.’ In 
his official Youtube channel, Akhtar 
said that he was ‘really angry’ and 
the Chinese have put the world at 
stake. “I don’t understand why you 
have to eat things like bats, drink 
their blood and urine and spread 
some virus across the globe… I’m 
talking about the Chinese people. 
They have put the world at stake. 
I really don’t understand how can 
you eat bats, dogs, and cats.

 I’m really angry,” Akhtar said. 
While China has declared 80,824 
cases of patients suffering from 
the rampant disease, Pakistan has 
recorded around 30 cases. India has 
83 cases of infected patients with 
two deaths so far. I’m not against 
the people of China but I’m against 
the law of animals. I understand 

this may be your culture but this 
is not benefitting you now, it is 
killing humanity. I’m not saying you 
boycott the Chinese but there has 
to be some law. You cannot go on 
an eat anything and everything,” 
Akhtar added. COVID-19, a disease 
caused by the novel coronavirus, 

originated from China’s Wuhan and 
has so far killed nearly 4,973 people 
and infected over 126,386 people 
across 127 countries. Coronavirus 
can affect many different species of 
animals such as camels, cattle, cats 
and bats, according to Centres for 
Disease Control and Prevention

New Delhi, Agency.  

Countries across the world are 
entering shutdown mode – with 
sports events shelved as well 
– as the Covid-19 pandemic 
grows every day. The number of 
global coronavirus cases crossed 
152,000 on Sunday, according to 
the World Health Organization 
(WHO). Cases have been reported 
in 141 countries and territories. 
Top sporting stars across the 
world have been sharing with fans 
what they are doing at such a time.
Lionel Messi said this is “an 
exceptional moment and we have 
to follow all the recommendations 
from the health authorities and 
public authorities. That is the 
only way that we can fight it effectively. It is time to be 
responsible and stay at home.” “Furthermore, it is a great 
chance to spend time with your loved ones, the time you 
don’t always have. My best to everyone and let’s hope we 
can turn this situation around, the quicker the better,” 
Messi’s message added. Cristiano Ronaldo also had a 
similar message on his Instagram page, saying “Protecting 
human life must come above all interests.” He said his 
solidarity is with those who are fighting the virus, like his 
Juventus teammate Daniele Rugani. India skipper Virat 

Kohli shared a message on Twitter, asking everyone to stay 
safe. India Test vice-captain Ajinkya Rahane had a tip on 
how to deal with the time spent in confinement – to read 
books. MS Dhoni was seen leaving the Chennai Super Kings 
practice session, with the IPL team having suspended their 
sessions following the postponement of the season. Dhoni 
was seen leaving the ground amid fanfare in a video posted 
by Chennai Super Kings. New Zealand’s Lockie Ferguson 
has returned home healthy after spending a day isolated in 
a Sydney hotel room with symptoms of a cold. 

Reading, family time: What sports 
stars are up to as world halts

New Delhi, Agency.    

ATK claimed an unprecedented third 
Indian Super League (ISL) title victory 
after beating Chennaiyin 3-1 at an 
empty Fatorda Stadium in Margao, 
Goa on Saturday. Although the summit 
clash didn’t have the usual verve of the 
presence of the fans’ voice, the action on 
the pitch made up for it as it was end-
to-end stuff. After Javier Hernandez 
opened the scoring in the 10th minute, 
ATK doubled the lead through an 
Edu Garcia goal in the 48th minute. 
Chennaiyin’s Nerijus Valskis pulled one 
back in the 69th minute and invoked 
some hopes for the Machans, but Javier 
Hernandez sealed the deal for ATK with 
an injury-time third goal for ATK. The 
final saw drama on the pitch in the form 
of injuries, hitting the woodwork and 
outstanding saves too — ATK’s captain 
Roy Krishna limped off towards the 
end of the first half with a thigh issue 
and Arindam Bhattacharya was in fine 
form with multiple saves keeping the 

Golden Boot-winning Lithuanian at 
bay. With this title win, Antonio Lopez 
Habas became the first manager to win 
two ISL titles, who saw his team beat 
defending champions Bengaluru FC 3-2 
in the semi-final. ATK also bagged an 
AFC Cup spot. In the awards ceremony, 
FC Goa’s Hugo Boumous (11 goals, 10 
assists) bagged the Player of the Season 
award, while Chennaiyin’s Nerijus 
Valskis (15 goals) won the Golden Boot 
award.

Rome, Agency.  

Two more Fiorentina players and two more 
Sampdoria players have tested positive for 
the coronavirus, bringing the number of 
infected Serie A players to 11 on Sunday. 
Fiorentina’s Argentine international defender 
German Pezzella and on-loan forward Patrick 
Cutrone along with Sampdoria midfielder 
Fabio Depaoli and Bartosz Bereszynski are 
the latest to return positive tests for the 
virus. Fiorentina said that Pezzella, 28, and 
Cutrone, 22, were both tested after showing 
some symptoms of the illness along with 
physiotherapist Stefano Dainelli, who also 
tested positive. 

They are all in a good state of health in 
their homes in Florence, said the club in a 
statement. Their team mate Dusan Vlahovic 
tested positive on Friday. Pezzella is in his 
third season at Fiorentina and has made 
94 appearances. Cutrone was signed on 
loan from English Premier League club 
Wolverhampton Wanderers in January. 
Fiorentina’s most recent opponents were 
Udinese, who have suspended training and 
said that their squad will remain in self-
isolation until March 22. Serie A has been 

suspended until at least April 3 amid a 
general ban on sporting events in the country 
which has been the worst-affected in Europe 
by the coronavirus. The death toll now 
stands at 1,441 in the country, up from 1,266 
on Friday. Later on Saturday, Depaoli said 

on his Instagram account that he had also 
contracted the coronavirus. Unfortunately 
I tested positive for COVID-19. I want to 
reassure you that I’m fine, the 22-year-old 
Depaoli wrote. One player at Juventus has 
also tested positive.

11 players test positive for coronavirus in Serie A ATK win record third ISL title after 
ousting Chennaiyin in final

New Delhi, Agency. 

Australian fast bowler Pat Cummins feels “lucky” that cricket is not 
an out-an-out contact sport at a time when the COVID-19 pandemic 

has wreaked havoc on the 
sporting calendar, not even 
sparing his own game. Australia 
and New Zealand played the 
first ODI of the three-match 
series in an empty stadium on 
Friday amid the outbreak which 
has so far claimed over 5000 
lives. “We’re lucky in cricket 
that it’s not a contact sport, 
you can try and avoid getting 
too close to each other so no 
one really changed too much,” 
Cummins was quoted as saying 
in cricket.au.com. “We were 

pretty clear on making sure nothing really affected the integrity 
of how we actually played and not changing anything about how 
we normally go about the game.” Australia beat New Zealand by 
71 runs in the opening ODI on Friday before the second and third 
matches were postponed owing to the affliction that has claimed 
over 5000 deaths so far while infecting more than 1,30,000 people 
across the world. The three T20 Internationals between the two 
teams in New Zealand were also postponed as the Black Caps 
returned home.

We’re lucky cricket is not a 
contact sport: Pat Cummins 

amid coronavirus threat

New Delhi, Agency.   

Four-times Olympic champion Simone Biles fired back at USA Gymnastics 
on Saturday after the sport’s governing body used its Twitter account 
to wish her happy birthday. “HAPPY BIRTHDAY to the most decorated 
gymnast of all time,” the organisation tweeted to its 226,000 followers as 
Biles turned 23. “We know you will only continue to amaze us and make 
history!” USA Gymnastics did not stick the landing, however, tagging the 
wrong account rather than Biles’ verified account. Three hours later, Biles 
issued a tweet of her own. How about you amaze me and do the right 
thing… have an independent investigation.” She was referring to the case 
of former team doctor Larry Nassar, who was sentenced to up to 300 
years in prison in 2018 after more than 300 women accused him of sexual 
abuse. USA Gymnastics in January offered the group of gymnasts abused 
by Nassar a $215 million settlement.

USA Gymnastics birthday tweet 
brings heated Simone Biles response

opensearch
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New Delhi, Agency.  Petrol price was 
on Sunday cut by 12 paise a litre and 
diesel rates by 14 paise as oil companies 
moderated rate reduction amid the fall in 
global prices to absorb the hike in excise 
duty on fuel by the government. Petrol in 
Delhi now costs Rs 69.75 per litre, while 
diesel is priced at Rs 62.44, according 
to a price notification of state-owned oil 
firms. Delhi has the lowest fuel prices 
among metros because of lower state 
taxes. Industry sources said the reduction 
in rates would have been higher but for 
the Rs 3 per litre increase in excise duty 
effected on Saturday.Oil companies, they 
said, had been moderating reduction 
warranted in retail prices in anticipation 
of an excise duty hike. The gains they thus 
accumulated were adjusted against the 
price hike that would have been necessary 
because of the increase in excise duty. 
Some moderation in passing on the decline 
in international prices in the near future 
to domestic consumers will continue till 
all of the excise duty impact is recovered, 
the sources added. The government 
had on Saturday hiked excise duty on 
petrol and diesel by a steep Rs 3 per 
litre each to garner about Rs 39,000 
crore additional revenue as it repeated 
its 2014-15 act of not passing on gains 
arising from the slump in international 
oil prices. According to a notification 
issued by the Central Board of Indirect 
Taxes & Customs, special excise duty 
on petrol was hiked by Rs 2 to Rs 8 per 
litre and to Rs 4 a litre from Rs 2 in case 
of diesel. Additionally, road cess was 
raised by Re 1 per litre each on petrol 
and diesel to Rs 10. With this, the total 
incidence of excise duty on petrol has 
risen to Rs 22.98 per litre and that on 
diesel to Rs 18.83. 

 Petrol prices cut by 
12 paise a litre, diesel 
declines by 14 paise

Telecom dept units violate norms in 
seeking ‘huge call data’: Companies

Mumbai, Agency. 

Some units of the telecom department are 
seeking huge call data records of people 
in some circles on a routine basis which 
is alleged to be in deviation from the 
standard operating procedure laid down 
by the government, according to sources. 
Industry players have raised concerns 
over such practice in a communication 
to the Telecom Secretary, the sources 
said. They claimed the DoT unit of Delhi 
demanded call data records (CDRs) of 
entire state for February 2, 3 and 4, 2020 
and separately for specific routes in Delhi 
with residences of Ministers, Members of 
Parliament, Judge, important offices etc 
following which industry players gave 
representation before telecom secretary 
Anshu Prakash to raise concern on such 
practice. “Telecom industry players have 
written to the telecom secretary that 
CDRs sought for specific routes and areas 
may lead to allegations of surveillance, 
especially in the state like Delhi having 
numerous VVIP zones having offices and 
residences of ministers, MPs, judges etc,” 
a source aware of the communication 

told PTI. An email query sent to the 
Department of Telecom in this regard 

elicited no reply. According to the source, 
who did not wish to be named, said that 

the DoT has already issued detailed 
instructions and standard operating 
procedures (SOPs) for providing CDRs 
to law enforcement agencies in August 
2016 and April 2019. The DoT including 
its field units under the SOP are required 
to ascertain the identity of the subscriber, 
examine the justification carefully for 
CDR demand, detail purpose for seeking 
CDRs and not using such CDRs received 
for any other purpose, define the officers 
authorised to seek and approve such a 
request. However, various licence service 
area units of the DoT are not adhering to 
the set process and seek voluminous CDR 
details from telecom operators on regular 
basis in contravention to the SOP. 

“Almost all LSA units of DoT seek one 
day CDR details from telecom operators 
on monthly basis in states like Andhra 
Pradesh on 1st and 5th day of the month, 
Delhi on 18th day, Haryana on 21st 
day, Himachal Pradesh and Jammu and 
Kashmir on the last day of the month, 
Kerala and Odisha on the 15th day, 
Madhya Pradesh and Punjab on the last 
day of the previous month and the first 
day of the current month,” the source said.

NEW DELHI, Agency.  

The 10 most valued domestic companies lost a massive Rs 4,22,393.44 crore in market 
capitalisation last week, with heavyweights TCS and RIL taking the biggest hit. In a 
nerve-wracking week for the markets, the 
BSE Sensex plummeted 3,473.14 points or 
9.24 per cent, largely in tandem with global 
equities which were hammered by panic 
selling amid the coronavirus pandemic. 
The market capitalisation (m-cap) of 
TCS dropped by Rs 1,16,549.07 crore to 
reach Rs 6,78,168.49 crore for the week 
ended Friday. Reliance Industries’ m-cap 
plummeted Rs 1,03,425.15 crore to Rs 
7,01,693.52 crore. Infosys was another 
major drag, with its valuation plunging Rs 
41,315.98 crore to Rs 2,73,505.62 crore. 
HDFC Bank’s m-cap tanked Rs 34,919.51 
crore to reach Rs 5,87,190.43 crore and that of Hindustan Unilever Limited (HUL) 
tumbled Rs 33,208.35 crore to Rs 4,40,151.42 crore. The valuation of Kotak Mahindra 
Bank declined Rs 30,931.1 crore to Rs 2,81,237.76 crore and that of ICICI Bank fell Rs 
25,098.54 crore to Rs 2,89,606.69 crore. Likewise, Bajaj Finance witnessed a drop of Rs 
16,320.81 crore in its m-cap to reach Rs 2,37,989.09 crore. Bharti Airtel suffered a decline 
of Rs 13,611.62 crore in its valuation to stand at Rs 2,69,613.64 crore. The market-cap 
of HDFC fell by Rs 7,013.31 crore to Rs 3,58,201.28 crore. In the ranking of the 10 most 
valued firms, RIL remained at the top, followed by TCS, HDFC Bank, HUL, HDFC, ICICI 
Bank, Kotak Mahindra Bank, Infosys, Bharti Airtel and Bajaj Finance.

New Delhi Agency. 

Foreign portfolio investors (FPIs) 
have withdrawn a whopping Rs 
37,976 crore on a net basis from the 
Indian markets in March so far amid 
the coronavirus pandemic triggering 
fears of a global recession. Overseas 
investors pulled out a net sum of 
Rs 24,776.36 crore from equities 
and Rs 13,199.54 crore from the 
debt segment between Mar 2-13, 
depositories data showed. This 
translates into a total net outflow of 
Rs 37,975.90 crore during the period 
under review. Prior to this, foreign 
investors were net buyers for six 
consecutive months since September 
2019. “The spread of coronavirus 
outbreak, which has now been declared a 
pandemic, and continued slowdown in the global 
economy, has created a vicious cycle which is 
consuming investors worldwide,” said Himanshu 
Srivastava, senior analyst manager research, 

Morningstar Investment Adviser India. Global 
markets reeled last week after the World Health 
Organization (WHO) declared the coronavirus 
outbreak a pandemic, and expressed deep 
concern over the “alarming levels of inaction”. 

Given the ongoing scenario, foreign 
investors have taken a flight to 
safer investment options, such as 
dollar denominated asset classes 
and gold as against fixed income 
securities of emerging markets like 
India, he added. Going forward, as 
coronavirus crosses boundaries 
and affects other countries, it may 
have a more serious impact on the 
already slowing global economy 
and on foreign flows into emerging 
markets such as India, Srivastava 
said. “The markets have been 
very volatile all over the globe. 
Many countries are expected to 
announce stimulus packages and 
tax breaks to support various 
industries as they deal with 

the effects of this virus’ outbreak. When such 
announcements are made, investors’ sentiments 
are expected to change,” said Harsh Jain, co-
founder and COO at Groww.

FPIs get the jitters over Coronavirus, 
withdraw Rs 37,976 cr in March

Top 10 companies lose Rs 4.22 
trillion in m-cap; TCS, RIL hit hard

New Delhi, Agency. 

Equity markets are likely to see more volatility 
this week and may also witness a relief rally 
after suffering a massive drubbing recently due 
to the coronavirus pandemic, analysts said. In 
a nerve-wracking week for the markets, the 
BSE Sensex plummeted 3,473.14 points or 
9.24 per cent while the NSE Nifty lost 1,034.25 
points or 9.41 per cent, largely in tandem with 
global equities which succumbed to panic 
selling triggered by the coronavirus outbreak. 
Domestic markets witnessed a roller-coaster 
session on Friday, with trading being halted 
for the first time in 12 years as benchmarks 
plunged over 10 per cent in opening trade, 
before staging a record-shattering comeback. 
Analysts said participants would keep an eye on 
the spread of the coronavirus, as well as further 
stimulus measures by global central banks and 
governments. The US Federal Reserve is also 
scheduled to announce its rate decision this 
week. “Markets would take a while to recover 
from this significant price damage. While 
volatility may continue in coming days, we could 
see intermittent relief rallies, however these are 
likely to be short-lived. In such times of global 
volatility, retail investors should keep calm and 
not panic,” said Siddhartha Khemka, Head - Retail 
Research, Motilal Oswal Financial Services. The 
number of novel coronavirus cases in the country rose to 
107 on Sunday, with 12 fresh cases in Maharashtra, the 
Union Health Ministry said. The virus has infected more 
than 150,000 people worldwide and killed over 5,600. 
On the macroeconomic front, WPI inflation data will be 
announced on Monday. “Temporary relief was seen in the 
global markets based on stimulus hopes. Investors are 
still advised to be alert since the volatility, as measured by 
the volatility index has reached all-time highs. Sentiments 
around the spread of the virus will continue to drive the 
markets and any signs of the rate of infections falling will 
be a positive,” said Vinod Nair, Head of Research, Geojit 
Financial Services. “In the near term, we expect volatility 

to remain high and maintain cautious stance,” Ajit Mishra, 
VP - Research, Religare Broking Ltd said. According to 
IndiaNivesh, Head - Institutional Equities, Vinay Pandit, 
“Markets have seen a lower circuit for the first time after 
2008. But equating this situation with 2008 is unfair. 
2008 was a global financial meltdown whereas the 2020 
correction due to concerns on account of coronavirus 
are overdone. Good quality stocks have taken an undue 
beating and I am expecting a sharp bounce back.” The 
Indian benchmarks posted their biggest ever one-day 
falls in two sessions this week (March 9 and 12). Investor 
wealth worth around Rs 15 lakh crore has been wiped off 
in the past four sessions.

Volatility to rule markets; virus, Fed 
decision to drive equities: Analysts

New Delhi, Agency.  

Government announcements shutting down malls and 
other crowded places might well be key to any chance of 
India managing the coronavirus outbreak (COVID-19). An 
analysis of medical infrastructure and other data of the 
top 10 affected countries shows that India lags far behind 
on the resources required to deal with a pandemic. The 
World Health Organization (WHO) recorded 132,536 
cases across 123 countries in the week ending March 13. 
China, Italy, Iran, South Korea, Spain, France, Germany, the 
United States of America, Switzerland and Japan are the 
top 10 countries based on cases detected. They accounted 
for over 90 per cent of COVID-19 patients. India has fewer 
hospital beds and doctors per 1,000 people than any of 
those countries. A significant section of people might not 
even have adequate facilities for washing hands, a basic 
requirement to keep the disease at bay. India also has a 
high chance of people being pushed into poverty because 
of out-of-pocket health care expenditure, suggesting 
that a widespread pandemic may well have wealth and 
inequality consequences, too. Many of the figures used 
for the analysis from the World Bank appear with a lag, 
but provide a broad picture of the gap between India and 
key affected countries. The analysis considered the year 
with the latest available data for India, and that year’s 
data for other countries was taken for comparison, where 
available, or the year closest to the India data. India has 
0.7 hospital beds and a similar number of physicians per 
1,000 people in 2011. China had 3.8 for the same year 
and Italy had 3.5. China also had a higher number of 
physicians (1.8) as did Italy (4.1). Hand washing is one of 
the recommended ways of avoiding COVID-19. Data shows 
that 50.7 per cent of the rural population does not have 
basic hand-washing facilities, including soap and water 
(2017 data). It was 20.2 per cent in urban areas, around 
40.5 per cent for the population overall. Indians are also 
particularly vulnerable to being pushed into poverty by 
the expenses of catching a major disease. The proportion 
of the population pushed below the $1.9 poverty line 
because of out-of-pocket health care expenditure was 
around 0.03 per cent for Iran showed a 2011 study. It 
was 4.16 per cent in India. This appears to be in line with 
the fact that India has not been a big spender on health. 
Comparative international figures are available for 2016 
with the World Bank, which shows that India spent 3.14 
per cent of general government expenditure on health, 
compared to China’s 9.05 per cent.

Doctors to hand wash: 
Why India isn’t ready for 

coronavirus crisis

Coronavirus: E-commerce gets a boost 
as customers prefer to stay indoor

NEW DELHI, Agency. 

Though the spread of coronavirus (COVID-19) 
cases in India has had some impact on the ride-
hailing and online food ordering segments, 
it has come as a boon for the e-commerce 
companies as more people prefer buying goods, 
especially grocery items, vegetables and other 
daily needs from online platforms. According 
to industry insiders, e-commerce companies 
such as Flipkart, Amazon, Bigbasket, and 
Grofers have witnessed about 20-30 per cent 
spike in orders as customers are avoiding visiting crowded 
places like malls and supermarkets. In such an environment, 

where an increasing number of people 
are also working from home, these firms 
are doubling down to bring convenience 
to customers and win their trust. “In the 
last two weeks, there has been at least a 
25 per cent spike in orders. This has put 
extra pressure on the delivery network,” 
said an e-commerce industry executive. 
These companies are seeing an increase 
in demand for products such as fresh 
fruits and vegetables, milk, flour, rice, and 

lentils, and personal hygiene items like sanitizers and soaps 
and household cleaning products. Other products include 
instant noodles, baby food and Ayurvedic items. 

New Delhi, Agency. At least 289 
passengers of a Dubai-bound flight 
were offloaded at the airport here on 
Sunday shortly before takeoff after 
a UK national among them tested 
positive for novel coronavirus, official 
sources said here. The passenger 
belonged to a group of 19 holidaying 
in the hill resort town of Munnar in 
Kerala and was under surveillance, a 
Cochin International Airport Limited 
spokesman said. He joined the group 
to reach the Kochi airport without 
informing authorities in Munnar, he 
said. ALSO READ: Coronavirus LIVE: 
107 cases in India, PM Modi to hold 
SAARC video summit When the test 
result came, the authorities came to 
know that he was at the Kochi airport 
and travelling by an Emirates flight. 
Firstly, it was decided to offload all 19 
passengers of his group, he said. “Now, 
it is decided to offload the remaining 
270 pax also and send them to 
hospital for further investigation”, the 
spokesman said. emaining 270 pax 
also and send them to hospital for 
further investigation”, he added.

UK national tests 
positive, offloaded with 
289 others in Kochi
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Chennai, Agency.  
The audio launch of Vijay-starrer Master will 
be held today at The Leela Palace in Chennai. 
The event will be broadcast live on Sun TV 
from 6:30 pm. Three tracks from Master are 
already out. While “Kutti Story” was released 
on the occasion of Valentine’s Day, the 
second track titled “Vaathi Coming” came 
out on March 10. The latest single titled 
“Vaathi Raid” was released on March 14. 
The songs have been composed by Anirudh 
Ravichander. Directed by Lokesh Kanagaraj, 
Master also stars Vijay Sethupathi, Malavika 
Mohanan, Andrea Jeremiah, Arjun Das and 
Nassar among others. Produced by Xavier 
Britto, Master will release in April. The audio 
launch functions of Vijay’s films are usually 
organized in big stadiums to accommodate 
thousands of fans. However, owing to the 
coronavirus pandemic, the makers of Master 
have decided to hold the event at a five-star 
hotel with select guests in attendance.

Actor Vijay arrives for the 
Master Audio Launch

New Delhi, Agency. The Walt Disney 
Co. will release Frozen 2 on Disney Plus 
several months early to give families 
cooped up by the coronavirus a welcome 
distraction  and give its streaming service 
a boost. Disney announced Friday that 
Frozen 2 will begin streaming on Disney 
Plus Sunday, three months earlier than 
expected. In some countries, including 
Canada, Australia, New Zealand and the 
Netherlands, the movie will start streaming 
Tuesday. Most upcoming new releases have 
been postponed due to the virus, including 
Disney’s own lineup. “Mulan” had been set 
to hit theaters next week. Few March or 
April movies remain on the calendar. Some 
movie theaters have shuttered, though most 
are currently imposing new restrictions 
on audience crowding to help facilitate the 
social distancing recommended by health 
officials. The move by Disney could presage 
how other media companies funnel their 
films to streaming services in the coming 
weeks as studios look for ways to capitalize 
on audiences stuck at home. And it could 
prove a pivotal moment in the evolution of 
streaming services in relation to theatrical 
release. The major studios have largely 
guarded the traditional three-month 
exclusive theatrical window. Frozen 2, 
which opened on November 22, had already 
completed its theatrical run and hit video-
on-demand on February 25. With more than 
1.4 billion dollar in worldwide ticket sales, 
it’s the highest grossing animated film ever. 
The vast majority of people recover from the 
new virus. According to the World Health 
Organization, people with mild illness 
recover in about two weeks, while those 
with more severe illness may take three to 
six weeks to recover.

Disney sends Frozen 
2 to streaming for 
housebound families

Coronavirus: FWICE demands to halt film, TV 
shooting if safety measures not in place

Corona effect: Shoot of Chiranjeevi’s 
Acharya halted for 15 days

New Delhi, Agency.  

Following the Telangana government’s 
decision to close down the cinema 
theatres till March 21 to avoid public 
gatherings as a precautionary measure 
to prevent the COVID-19 spread, 
Megastar Chiranjeevi called off his 
ongoing shooting of Acharya movie for 
10-15 days. “My thanks to Telangana 
Chief Minister K Chandrashekhar Rao 
for taking precautionary measures to 
prevent the outbreak of Corona and 
his efforts to encourage the people 
to not panic. And, I also learnt that 
Andhra Pradesh government and Chief 
Minister YS Jagan Mohan Reddy have 
been taking precautionary measures 
to curb the same. Hope they continue 
to take the necessary actions according 
to the situations,” Chiranjeevi said in a 
statement. “Cinema shootings involve 
the technical crew in big numbers 
at any given point. Concerning their 
health care, I thought to postpone the 
shoot of my ongoing project for 10 to 
15 days. When I shared my thoughts 
with my film’s director Koratala Siva 
for the same, he immediately agreed 

to my proposal. So, despite having 
the financial burden upon us, I would 
like to urge the film fraternity to take 
part in the preventive measures to 
curb the Coronavirus outbreak, ” 
he further added in the statement. 

Acharya is a message-oriented 
commercial potboiler that is being 
produced by Niranjan Reddy and Ram 
Charan under Matinee Entertainment 
and Konidela Production Company 
banners respectively.

Vicky Kaushal, Shahid Kapoor and others share wishes for birthday girl Alia Bhatt

Mumbai, Agency. 

Radhika Madan has left Amitabh Bachchan impressed with her 
performance in Angrezi Medium, which also stars Irrfan Khan in 
the lead. The actor received a letter from Bachchan, which has 
left her ‘speechless’ and ‘overwhelmed.’ Sharing the letter on 
Instagram, Radhika wrote, “I dont know what to say or write..I’m 

speechless and so so so overwhelmed! @amitabhbachchan sir 
its an honor to receive this. I always used to imagine my door 
bell ringing after my film’s release and a person standing outside 
saying “Amitabh Bacchan sir ne aapke liye phool aur ek note 
bheja hai” and me fainting right after that. Thankfully I didn’t 
faint when I actually received it. I just stood there for a few 
seconds soaking it all in, teary-eyed, in gratitude. Thank you for 
making my dream come true Sir. It has motivated me to work 
even harder and entertain my audience with even more honest 
performances. #AngreziMedium 14.3.2020″ Amitabh Bachchan 
in his appreciation post mentioned, “I write to you with the 
greatest of admiration for your work in ‘Angrezi Medium.’ I saw 
the film yesterday and just could not resist writing to you. What 
a mature and balanced performance you have given. Prosperity 
and success to you.” The Homi Adajania directorial, which is a 
sequel to the 2017 comedy Hindi Medium, also stars Kareena 
Kapoor and Deepak Dobriyal. The film released on March 14.

Los Angeles Agency. 

Singer-rapper Pharrell Williams’ ‘Something 
in the Water Festival’ has been called off 
due to growing concerns over coronavirus 
outbreak, , which was declared a pandemic 
by the World Health Organisation (WHO) on 
Wednesday The second edition of singer-
rapper Pharrell Williams’ ‘Something in 
the Water Festival’ has been called off due 
to growing concerns over coronavirus 
outbreak. The festival was set to take place in 
Williams’ hometown of Virginia Beach from 
April 24 to 26. Singers Missy Elliot, Janelle 
Monae, Migos, Travis Scott and others were 
scheduled to perform. “Please use this time 
to keep building, creating and progressing. 
The SITW team certainly will. There are 
a number of timely community-centric 
displays of goodwill that we are working 
hard to ensure still happen this April things 
like the planting of a new school garden, 
public art, SITW Restaurant Week and more,” Pharrell said in a statement to Rolling Stone. The tickets for this 
year will be automatically honoured for next year’s festival. Ticket holders will be informed next week about 
the refund procedure. Many festivals and music concerts, including J Cole’s Dreamville Festival, Coachella 
and Stagecoach, have been rescheduled in the wake of COVID-19 scare. The outbreak, which was declared a 
pandemic by the World Health Organisation (WHO) on Wednesday, has infected more than 150,000 people 
worldwide and killed over 5,600.

Radhika Madan is ‘speechless’ 
after receiving letter from 

Amitabh Bachchan

Pharrell Williams’ Something in the Water 
Festival cancelled amid COVID-19 outbreak
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New Delhi Agency. 

Bollywood actor Alia Bhatt has turned 
27 today. The actor has been receiving 
wishes from her friends, fans and 
family members. Alia’s mother Soni 
Razdan posted adorable photos of 
baby Alia and wrote a long note. 
“Happy Birthday my baby girl ! To me 
this is how you will always feel. A sweet 
little baby that I need to look after and 
make sure your life is going as per plan. 
Of course these days I am not required 
to look after you much and that’s as it 
should be. But once a mother as they 
say …. all I wish for you is to stay safe 
and healthy particularly in these days 
of health anxiety. So this year my 
birthday wish is all tied up with good 
health ! Have a wonderful day today 
and a healthy safe and at the same time 
productive year to come. Wish you all 

happiness my darling, you 
work so hard doing what 
you do. This year I hope 
you have a super successful 
year and also have a little 
more time for yourself. To 
breathe, to relax and to just 
do nothing once in a while. 
So cheers to that ! Lots of 
love always and always … 
Mama ♥♥” the post read. 
Ekta Kapoor wished Alia 
Bhatt. On Twitter, she wrote, 
“To one of the best actors I’ve 
worked with …even though 
not closely ! Happy bday @
aliaa08” “Happy birthday 
to my fav actress and the 
sweetest in bollywood @
aliaa08. Wishing u a life with 
happiness happiness and 
more happiness,” television 

actor Arjun Bijlani wrote. 
Madhuri Dixit wished 
her Kalank co-star on her 
birthday with a tweet that 
read, “I hope that your 
hard work takes you to 
greater heights every day. 
May your energy and zest 
for life get stronger every 
year. Here’s to another 
year full of blockbusters 
and achieving new goals. 
Happy birthday @aliaa08.” 
The team of RRR, Alia’s 
Telugu debut film, tweeted, 
“Here’s wishing the best 
to a phenomenal actor 
and charming personality! 
Happy birthday @aliaa08… 
We can’t wait for you to join 
us! The Bollywood actor is 
paired opposite Telugu star 

Ram Charan, who will play the role 
of Alluri Sitarama Raju in the film. As 
per the sources, Bhatt will be seen in 
the look of a young girl from the early 
1900s. Her character will appear at a 
crucial point in the story, determining 
the course of the film. Wishing 
her sister a very happy birthday, 
Pooja Bhatt took to Twitter and 
wrote, “Then. Now. Forever… Happy 
Birthday” Bhatt also shared adorable 
photos of Alia along with the tweet. 
Akanksha Ranjan, who marked her 
debut with Netflix film Guilty, shared 
an adorable video on her Instagram 
stories and wrote, “My love my life 
my angel my baby my heart and my 
soul, apple of my eye and twinkle of 
my star.” On the work front, apart 
from RRR, Alia has Brahmastra and 
Sanjay Leela Bhansali film Gangubai 
Kathiawadi in her kitty.

Mumbai, Agency. 

Federation of Western Indian 
Cine Employees (FWICE) 
on Saturday suggested that 
shooting schedules of all the 
films and television shows 
should be stopped across 
India for a brief period amid 
coronavirus outbreak. A meeting 
of FWICE, Indian Motion Pictures 
Producers’ Association (IMPPA) 
and Indian Film & Television 
Directors’ Association (IFTDA) 
will be held on Sunday to take a 
decision to stall all the on going 
film and television shoots. “The 
idea of the meeting is to discuss 
about stopping shooting of films 
and TV serials for sometime due 
to coronavirus as a lot of people 
usually work on the sets. We have 
to keep in mind the safety of all 
the members of associations 
against Corona outbreak,” B 
N Tiwari, President of FWICE, 
told PTI. “In the meeting we will 
discuss if the proper course of 

action is not taken on the sets 
regarding the safety of members 
the shoot has to be stopped, if they 
are following all the necessary 

precautions then in some cases 
the shooting schedules should 
not be disturbed,” he added. 
Tiwari said a meeting with 

Producers Guild of India and 
TV broadcasters will also take 
place on Monday. Various events, 
award functions, interviews, 

shooting schedules have been 
called off amid the COVID-19 
outbreak. On Saturday, actor 
Shahid Kapoor announced that 
the team of his upcoming film 
Jersey has decided to suspend 
the shoot of the film to curb the 
spread of the novel coronavirus. 
Yash Raj Film also delayed the 
release of Dibakar Banerjee-
directed Sandeep Aur Pinky 
Faraar. Akshay Kumar-starrer 
Sooryavanshi, which recently 
launched its trailer with much 
fanfare, has pushed the release of 
the film indefinitely. And Angrezi 
Medium, starring Irrfan, Kareena 
Kapoor Khan, Radhika Madaan 
and Deepak Dobriyal, is braving 
the panic around the virus spread 
by going ahead with its release. 
Tillotama Shome’s film Sir has 
been postponed. The release of 
Hollywood movies A Quiet Place 
2, Mulan and new James Bond 
movie No Time to Die has been 
delayed.
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