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FIRST COLUMN

New Delhi, Agency.  Delhi Police’s Special 
Cell arrested a nephew of former BSP 
leader Virender Mann on February 18 
in connection with skipping bail. The 
accused, Parvesh Mann, is allegedly a 
sharpshooter with the Neeraj Bawana 
gang. He was arrested in a case of murder 
at Ashok Vihar, but had fled after being 
granted interim bail last year. Police said 
the accused was also involved in several 
MCOCA and extortion cases . Parvesh’s 
uncle and MLA candidate, Virender Mann, 
was allegedly shot dead by unidentified 
men in Narela in October 2019. Pramod 
Khushwah, DCP (Special Cell), said, “ After 
he fled, we were tracking his movements 
but he evaded arrest by changing hideouts. 
In February, we were informed that 
Parvesh was in Bengaluru. A team was 
sent there but he fled to Goa. Another team 
was sent to Goa, but Parvesh wasn’t found. 
Sources revealed the man was hiding in 
Karwar in Karnataka, and was planning to 
avenge his uncle’s murder.” On February 
18, a police team apprehended Parvesh 
from a restaurant on the Goa highway in 
Karwar, and brought him to Delhi. In a 
probe led by inspectors Umesh Barthwal 
and Neeraj Kumar, police found Parvesh 
met Bawana at a drug de-addiction centre 
in 2005 and subsequently joined his gang.

Delhi: Nephew of murdered 
BSP leader held

New Delhi, Agency. On Wednesday, cousins 
of Mohsin Ali (24) stood outside the GTB 
Hospital mortuary hoping not to find their 
brother inside. With his photo in hand, 
they went inside, only to return minutes 
later with grim news  they had identified 
Ali’s body. Taking a moment to digest the 
news, they started the paper work to take 
the body back to their native village in 
Hapur. According to the family, Ali’s car was 
torched when he was returning from work 
in Chand Bagh. On Thursday, some of the 
family members were doubtful if it was him 
and requested to verify the body a second 
time. “The body we verified on Wednesday 
had different hair. This is not our brother,” 
said his cousin Haidar Ali, who has been at 
the hospital since Wednesday. The family 
found hope again. They spent Thursday 
looking at bodies and also checked the spot 
where the charred remains of his car lay. 
“There was a body in the mortuary that 
was completely charred. We have asked 
authorities to conduct a forensic test to find 
out if it’s our brother,” said Ali. Married in 
December, Mohsin was a generator worker 
and lived in Noida Sector 5. A total of 42 
people have died since the violence broke 
out. Of these, 38 were in GTB, three in Lok 
Nayak Hospital and one in Jag Pravesh 
Chandra Hospital. The mortuary at GTB 
Hospital has 15 bodies, of which nine have 
been identified. 

Fifth day but no closure: Outside 
Delhi mortuary, relatives say 
wait is endless

New Delhi, Agency. Overruling objections 
by the Gujarat Police, the Supreme Court on 
Friday gave Congress leader Hardik Patel 
interim protection from arrest till March 6 
in a case pertaining to violence during the 
2015 Patidar agitation. “If for five years you 
could do nothing, it’s just a matter of seven 
more days,” a bench of Justices U U Lalit 
and Vineet Saran said, fixing the matter for 
hearing on March 6. The court asked the 
state to apprise it of the steps taken against 
Patel in the case till now. Appearing for the 
accused, senior advocate Abhishek Manu 
Singhvi said the case pertained to 2015 and 
he had not been named in the FIR. All the 
sections charged, except one, were bailable, 
he submitted, and added that the sessions 
court had received a request from the 
prosecutor for the first time in 2020.

Patidar agitation Hardik 
Patel gets interim protection 
from arrest till March 6

Chandigarh, Agency.   

For the promotion of school and higher education, Rs 
12,488 crore which is eight per cent of total budget 
outlay for the year 2020-21 has been set aside in the 
Punjab Budget presented by Finance Minister Manpreet 
Singh Badal on Friday. “It is 23 per cent higher than the 
budgetary allocations for this sector in the year 2016-
17,” Manpreet said in his speech. Manpreet announced 
to grant free education in government schools to all 
students up to class XII. Currently, free education is 
provided to all students up to class VIII and for girls up 
to class XII. Also,free transportation facility for primary 
school students will also be provided and for this Rs 10 
crore has been allocated, he said. The Finance Minister 
said, “The state has released grants-in-aid amounting to 

Rs 596.53 crore to different universities and colleges in 
the state like GNDU, Punjabi University, Panjab University, 
Chandigarh, Punjab Agricultural University, private 
aided colleges, government arts colleges, government 
professional colleges, sanskrit mahavidyala etc. during 
the year 2019-20. I continue to honour the promise 
of increased annual allocation to the universities by 6 
per cent.” He said under the second phase of Rashtriya 
Uchchattar Shiksha Abhiyan, which aimed at fulfilling the 
three cardinals of higher education namely quality, equity 
and access, an amount of Rs 174 crore has been approved 
for rejuvenating higher education in the state of Punjab. 
Out of this outlay, the Finance Minister said, “Rs 150 crore 
had been sanctioned for boosting research activities in 
the two state universities”. The Finance Minister claimed 
that more than 5,500 primary, middle and high schools 
had been transformed into smart schools with the help 
of corporate social responsibility, NGOs, NRIs, charitable 
institutions and individual contributions . Manpreet said: 
“The State has already notified the Smart School Policy 
and I propose an outlay of Rs 100 crore this year for 
digital education.” 

Punjab Budget : No fee till Class 
XII for all, 8 per cent funds set 

aside for education

New Delhi, Agency.    

A total of Rs 13.7 lakh crores of 
investments, or 7.2 per cent of the 
country’s 2018-2019 GDP, were found 
to be involved in 335 land conflicts 
in India over the past three years, a 
survey by Oxfam India, Land Conflict 
Watch, and Rights and Resources 
Initiatives shows. Infrastructure and 
mining projects affect the most people 
in these conflict cases, at 30 lakh and 8.5 
lakh people, respectively. 

Analysing 703 identified land 
conflicts, 42 researchers collected 
82 parameters for each conflict, 
including number of impacted people, 
investments, and type of activity. 
The qualitative data points were 
supplemented by field researchers 
to establish the trends. Investment 
data was only available for 335 of 
the cases. Overall, the study, released 
on Friday, found that they involved 
2.1 million hectares of land and have 
affected 6.5 million lives. The research 
shows the extent to which conflicts are 
disproportionately in Fifth Schedule 

Areas: while encompassing 13.6 per 
cent of India’s districts, the areas are 
involved in 26 per cent of the conflicts 
and affecting 28.5 per cent of the people 
impacted. The majority of conflicts 
involved common lands, as opposed 
to private lands, impacting 79 per cent 
(15 lakh) of all the impacted people. 
Under common lands, 38 per cent 
involved only non-forested land, while 
25 per cent involved only forestlands. 
“Though the laws such as the Forest 
Rights Act and the Panchayats Extension 
to Scheduled Areas (PESA) Act, 1996, 
mandate the state to recognise the 
traditional land rights of communities 
in forested and Scheduled Areas, the 
state has continued to ignore them, even 
when the communities’ usufruct access 
to these lands has persisted. 

Land conflicts embroil Rs 13.7 
lakh crore investments : Study

Ludhiana, Agency. 

DURING SAD-BJP government in 2012 , there was a 
proposal of opening a stud farm in Mattewara area 
in Ludhiana. The then deputy Chief Minister Sukhbir 
Badal had made several announcements regarding 
the project, which, however, never saw light of the 
day. On Friday, Finance Minister Manpreet Badal 
announced that an industrial park will be set up in 
the Mattewara area. The industrialists, however, are 
sceptical. “While the stud farm project never took 
off during the SAD-BJP regime, now there are talks 
about an industrial park. 

Whether or not it actually take shape on the 
ground, only time will tell,” said Badish Jindal, 
president, All Industries and Trade Forum. While 
the stud farm was announced in 2012, soon after 
forming the government for a second consecutive 
term, in 2014, in addition to this project, it was 
also announced that the Mattewara forest will be 
developed as Wildlife Nature Reserve to attract 
tourists. Both projects never took off. “The Finance 
Minister admitted in the Budget that industrial 
subsidies of year 1978, 1987, 1992, 1996 and 
2003 are still pending. This shows how concerned 
the state government is toward industries that it 
takes upto 40 years to clear the subsidies granted 
to the industry. This is the reason that industry is 

showing no interest in the investment schemes 
of state government.” Jindal added. DS Chawla, 
president of United Cycles Parts and Manufacturers 
Association (UCPMA) said, “The Finance Minister 
mentioned about funds for construction of roads 
of the Focal Point in the Budget speech. However, 
these funds have already been allocated and hence 
it is nothing new for us. It was just a repetition made 
by the minister to increase the number of projects 
in his speech”. FICO (Federation of Industrial & 
Commercial Organisation) organized a special 
screening of Punjab Budget at its secretariat in 
Ludhiana. Fico chairman KK Seth said that a special 
package for the electric vehicles such as e-rickshaws 
and e-loaders should have been announced in the 
Budget to encourage the use of e-vehicles, and save 
the environment.

Punjab FM offers industry park to 
Mattewara, Punjab Inc sceptic

New Delhi, Agency.   

A group of residents in Noor-e-Ilahi 
was alerted the moment violence 
broke out in parts of Maujpur, metres 
from their lane, on Sunday. The group, 
comprising both Hindus and Muslims, 
immediately stood guard outside their 
lane, known as Mandir Masjid Marg. 
As the name suggests, the narrow lane 
in Noor-e-Ilahi has a mosque and a 
temple within metres of each other. 
As violence grew in scale over the 
week, Hindus shielded the mosque 
while Muslims stood guard outside 
the temple and the area remained 
unscathed. For decades, the area has 
been known for its communal harmony 
due to the presence of two places of 
worship Azizya Mosque and Hanuman 
temple within close proximity. 

The area has a mix of both 
communities’ residents within a 
1-kilometre radius. On Sunday, when 
stone-pelting began, local youths came 
out to inform people about mobs in 
the neighbourhood. The elders of 
both communities held an emergency 
meeting in which it was decided that 
the residents in the area will remain 
peaceful irrespective of the situation 
around. “For us, there is no distinction 
of Hindus and Muslims in this area. Our 
childhood has been spent at both the 
temple and mosque. Shortly after the 
news broke out, a mob tried to enter 
the lane from the side of the temple. 
They wanted to attack both places of 
worship in order to create a riot. We 
made sure that the crowd didn’t enter 
the lane,” said Faizan, a resident. Also 
Read | Delhi: 60-year-old man beaten 
to death, toll rises to 42 Next to the 
temple, a resident described how he 

helped a Muslim man, who was injured 
in the clashes, receive treatment before 
escorting him safely out. “We have a lot 
of faith in each other. In fact, when a few 
people who had been injured came this 
side for treatment, because they knew 
they will not be harmed here, we got 
their dressings done and made sure 
they reached their homes safely. The 
legacy of this harmony will continue,” 
said Sunil Kumar, a resident. The 

mosque has a capacity of more than 
500 and announcements of peace were 
also made through the loudspeaker at 
the peak of the violence. The Hanuman 
temple dates back to the 1980s, a local 
said. Locals also said they prevented a 
petrol pump and several houses being 
gutted in the colony adjacent to the 
Marg. “We were simply doing our duty. 
And if the time comes, we will do it 
again,” said Amer, another resident.

Punjab CM Capt Amarinder sings FM tune: ‘finances under control, state back on track’
The Chief Minister welcomed the continued focus on farmers and agriculture in the Budget

Chandigarh, Agency.

Chief Minister Capt Amarinder Singh 
Friday termed the Punjab Budget 2020-21 
presented by Finance Minister Manpreet 
Badal as “visionary” and which “ promised 
substantial improvement in the lives of 
Punjabis over the next two years, with the 
fiscal situation now under control and the 
state’s economy significantly better than 
before.” In a statement Amarinder said with 
his futuristic budget projections, Manpreet 
has laid down a progressive roadmap that 
will chart the way for the state’s holistic 
growth and development, with all sections of 
the society set to be benefitted. 

Lashing out the Akalis for protesting 
outside Manpreet’s residence ahead of the 
Budget presentation, Amarinder said their 
sole objective was to prevent the government 
from continuing to work for the welfare of 
the state and its people. “The Akalis, who 
are responsible for destroying the state’s 
economy during the 10 years of their 
misrule, had clearly wanted to divert public 
attention from the progressive budget with 
these actions,” he added. Amarinder said 

within three years, the state is back on track, 
and has reached a situation where there is 
no funding gap for the year 2020-21. Given 
the economic mess that his government 
had inherited from the erstwhile SAD-BJP 
government, it was remarkable that the 
debt to GSDP ratio had declined to 38.53 per 
cent of the GSDP, as against 42.75 per cent 
in 2016-17. The fiscal deficit for 2020-21 
is projected at 2.92 per cent of GSDP, which 
is within the FRBM limit of 3 per cent, he 
pointed out, promising further improvement 

in the situation over the next two years. The 
Chief Minister welcomed the continued 
focus on farmers and agriculture in the 
Budget, which has allocated Rs 2000 crore 
for the implementation of the next phase 
of the crop loan waiver scheme, including 
for landless labourers and farm workers. 
He also expressed satisfaction over the Rs 
200 crore allocation for crop diversification, 
which remains a priority area for his 
government in view of its focus on weaning 
farmers away from the vicious paddy-

wheat cycle. The next fiscal would see youth 
benefitting even more from the employment 
generation programme under the ‘Ghar 
Ghar Rozgar’ scheme as a result of the Rs 
324 crore outlay made for employment 
generation and skill development, said the 
CM. This was about 20 times increase over 
the Budget Estimates of Rs 17.52 crore 
in 2016-17, the last year of the previous 
government, he pointed out, adding that the 
reduction in retirement age will further lead 
to increase in jobs for youth. State Congress 
chief Sdunil Jakhar too hailed the Budget as 
“developmental”. In a statement, Jakhar said 
that the Budget would boost agriculture, 
skills development, industry, investment and 
infrastructure. Jakhar said on the one side, 
the government announced 6 per cent DA to 
the employees and on the other side it has 
created opportunity for more employment 
by deciding to withdraw the increase in 
service time. He said that the government 
had decided to set up a veterinary college at 
a cost of Rs 62 crore at village Sappanwali 
in Abohar. Rs 14 crore has been reserved 
for agricultural colleges in Gurdaspur and 
Balachaur, he added.

Delhi violence
Mandir-Masjid Marg stays true 
to name, keeps the peace alive

Video showed men being made to 
sing anthem, one is now dead

A 24-year-old man, seen lying injured on the ground in a video clip which 
also has men in police gear telling him and four others to sing the national 
anthem and Vande Mataram, has died of injuries. The video began circulating 
Tuesday and families of two other men seen in the clip told The Indian 
Express that it was shot at Kardam Puri Monday evening when police were 
trying to control violence in northeast Delhi. Faizan, a resident of Kardam 
Puri, succumbed to injuries at the LNJP Hospital. Dr Kishore Singh, medical 
director of the hospital, said: “He was admitted to the neurosurgery ward of 
the hospital on Tuesday and died early Thursday morning. He had suffered 
gunshot wounds and was critical.” Faizan’s mother and sisters confirmed 
that he was one of the men in the video clip.
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‘Indian Navy ships armed with BrahMos 
can defeat warships of any country’

Govt should have been careful in issuing Justice 
Muralidhar’s transfer order : Justice Balakrishnan

Ahmedabad, Agency. 

Stating that all the Indian Naval ships 
guarding the Indian Ocean and the Arabian 
Sea are armed with BrahMos missiles 
that give only 22 seconds reaction-time 
to the enemy, Sudhir Mishra, scientist 
and Director General (BrahMos), DRDO 
(Defence Research and Development 
Organisation), said on Friday that these 
supersonic cruise missiles have given the 
Navy the capability to “defeat warships of 
any country.” 

While speaking on the topic of the 
“Role of BrahMos in nation building” at 
an event organised by the Confederation 
of Indian Industry (CII) in Ahmedabad, 
Mishra said, “It is an unmanned aircraft 
loaded with explosives… A ship usually 
has a radar that can only see only up to 
20 kilometres… the speed of the BrahMos 
is 970 metre per second. When it is about 
20 kilometres away, the enemy gets only 
22 seconds to react. It is very difficult to 
engage a projectile coming with so much 
speed.” The BrahMos missile has a range 
of 300 km and a speed of Mach 3. Mishra, 
who is also the CEO and MD of BrahMos 

Aerospace Pvt Ltd, said there are currently 
eight variants of the Brahmos that can be 
fired from different platforms like ships, 
Sukhios, submarines and land systems. 
“One of the Naval captains told me that for a 
600 kilometre diameter I have only friends 
in the ocean. The reason is nobody can 
afford to be an enemy within this diameter. 
Because, we are having a capability to 
defeat warships of any country. When I 

underline any country, you can include all 
the countries without telling you the name,” 
he said. Mishra also showed videos of 
BrahMos hitting a ship and breaking down 
into two pieces and said, “This is the fear 
our enemies and adversaries are having. 
This kind of capability we provide to our 
Navy.” Serving Naval officers have spoken 
in public about the increasing might of 
the Chinese in the Indian Ocean which is a 

key trade route for ships plying to South-
East Asia and beyond. BrahMos Aerospace 
Pvt Ltd a private entity developed in joint 
venture with Russia that began operations 
with Rs 1,300 crore about 21 years ago has 
today “created business worth Rs 34,000 
crore” with only Indian Armed forces as 
the only customer. “Had we exported to 
other countries, we would have certainly 
become much bigger and made much more 
money,” Mishra said. Brahmos Aerospace, 
the joint venture between DRDO and 
NPOM of Russia, was formed on February 
12, 1998. “DRDO has a 50.5 per cent equity 
in the project. Had it crossed 51 per cent, 
it would have become a defence Public 
Sector Undertaking and the government 
never wanted another PSU to come up. So 
we are a private company which is owned 
and run by the government,” he added. 
He said 70-75 per cent of the Brahmos 
systems were being manufactured in an 
indigenous manner and more than 200 
industries have employed 20,000 workers 
for the development and manufacture of 
the missile. These industries include L&T 
which manufacturers canisters for the 
missile near Vadodara.

Chandigarh. , Agency.

Punjab has not been able to meet the targets 
of revenue receipts, the Budget presented by 
Finance Minister Manpreet Singh Badal has 
indicated. The state has not set any target 
of additional resource mobilisation. It is 
depending on lion’s share of funds for its 
expenditure in form of share of central taxes 
worth Rs 14,021 crore, which comprises 26 
per cent of receipts and grant-in-aid from 
Centre worth Rs 30,113 crore, making up for 
26 per cent of its receipts. According to the 
revised budget estimates against its collection 
of revenue receipts has fallen Rs 4,534 crore 
short of its target of Rs 78,509 crore. 

The collection has been Rs 73,975 crore. 
It has set a target of Rs 88,004 crore for 
2020-21 fiscal. It has fallen short of Rs 3935 
crore in its own tax revenue as the collection 
has been Rs 33,739 crore against the target 
of Rs 37,674 crore. The target for 2020-21 
fiscal is Rs 35,824 crore. The state’s own 
tax revenue include GST, VAT, state excise, 
stamps and registration, taxes on vehicles, 
electricity duty. While the GST calculation 
was Rs 13,443 crore against a target of Rs 
17,109 crore, there is a shortfall in VAT 

collections also of about Rs 800 crore. This 
is being blamed on lowering of the VAT on 
petrol by Rs 5 per litre last year. Collection 
of taxes on vehicles too has been less than 
the target for which the slump in automobile 
sector is being blamed. In state’s own non-
tax revenue, the collection has been Rs 1,515 
crore less than the target of Rs 9476 crore. 
The new target is Rs 8,045 crore. In share of 
central taxes also the collection has fallen by 
Rs 2973 crore from an estimate of Rs 13,319 
crore. The target is Rs 14,021 crore for 2020-
21 fiscal. Interestingly, the grant in aid from 
Centre was Rs 3,889 crore more than the 
target of Rs 18,039 crore. The government 
has now expecting a receipt of Rs 30,112 
crore from grant in aid from centre.

New Delhi, Agency. 

“Do not drag judges into controversy,” Supreme Court judge Justice 
Arun Mishra said on Friday while hearing of a matter related to 
sealing of a play school near Khan Market in posh Lutyens Delhi. 
The remark, though made in a lighter vein, assumes significance in 
the wake of recent controversy over his praise of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi in an International Judicial Conference here. 
“Don’t drag judges into controversy. I can say some good words for 
you (senior advocate A M Singhvi) also but then other people may 
have problems,” said Justice Mishra, who was heading the bench 
along with Justice Deepak Gupta. Singhvi, appearing on behalf of 
the management of the sealed play school, said that it was located 
opposite the Khan Market and 
no serious violations of norms 
warranted its sealing.
Justice Mishra said, “Do you 
also live around Khan Market. 
Several elite people reside 
around Khan Market.” Singhvi 
replied, “I have left Lutyen’s 
Delhi around 30 years back. 
Now a days Khan Market may 
have become an abusive word but it is a nice place. Lot of good 
coffee shops are there.” “Since India is a free country. I would like 
to be called a Khan Market elite. I have even seen several judges 
shopping in Khan Market.” he said on a lighter note. To this, Justice 
Mishra said that judges should not be dragged into controversy 
and some nice words for somebody should be taken in right spirit. 
The bench, however, dismissed the case of the play school seeking 
direction for setting aside the sealing order. Singhvi had argued 
that the school functions for nearly three years and kids from 
nearby areas study there. “There is no permanent construction. 
It is an open space. Lot of kids of working couples residing in 
Lutyens Delhi come to this school,” the senior lawyer said. 

New Delhi, Agency. 

The government should have been a “little 
careful” while issuing the “midnight” order 
transferring Delhi High Court Judge S 
Muralidhar to the Punjab and Haryana High 
Court, former Chief Justice of India Justice 
K G Balakrishnan has said, amid a row over 
the timing of the transfer. The transfer order 
was issued by the Union Law and Justice 
Ministry on February 26, the day a bench 
headed by Justice Muralidhar expressed 
“anguish” over Delhi Police’s failure to 
register FIRs against alleged hate speeches 
by three BJP leaders. The government has 
said the transfer had nothing to do with 
any case as a recommendation to this 
effect was already made by the Supreme 
Court Collegium and the judge had also 
given his consent. Talking to PTI over 
phone on Friday, Justice Balakrishnan said 
it was a mere coincidence that the final 
transfer notification was issued on the 
day when he passed the order on the hate 
speeches because his shift to had been 
already contemplated by the Supreme 
Court collegium a week ago. “I don’t know 
on what date the transfer issue came up 
before the collegium,” he added. Justice 
Muralidhar’s transfer has nothing to do with 
the observations he made while hearing 
the Delhi violence case, the former CJI said. 
“When the situation in the country is so 
volatile and media and others are active the 
government should have been little careful 
while issuing such midnight transfer order 
as there are chances of people thinking 
otherwise. The people could interpret 
differently,” Justice Balakrishnan said. 
Moreover the Delhi violence case was not 
taken up by Justice Muralidhar on his own. 

As the Delhi HC Chief Justice D N Patel was 
on leave that day and he being the third 
senior judge, Justice Muralidhar headed 
that particular bench which heard the case, 
he said. Justice Balakrishnan also said he 
did not think that Justice Muralidhar was 
asked to join on the next day itself in the 
Punjab and Haryana High Court. Normally 
when such a transfer order is issued a 
joining time of not less than seven days is 
given to enable the transferred judge to 
prepare himself for the new posting, Justice 
Balakrishnan added. An NGO The campaign 
for Judicial Accountability and Reforms 
(CJAR) Thursday condemned the transfer of 
Justice Muralidhar, claiming the move was to 
punish an “honest and courageous” judicial 
officer. The government’s notification 
stated that the president took the decision 
after consulting the Chief Justice of India. 
It, however, does not mention when Justice 
Muralidhar has to take charge of his office. 
Union Law Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad 
said Justice Muralidhar was transferred 
following the recommendation of the SC 
Collegium, asserting that a “well-settled 
process” was followed. CJAR said it knows 
that Justice Muralidhar’s transfer was 
recommended by the SC Collegium on 
February 12 but the rushed manner in 
which the notification has been issued by 
the government cannot be ignored.

New Delhi Correspondent. 

Cricket is a game that evokes emotions, brings the 
unlikeliest people together and even tears them 
apart with its competitive spirit. Understanding 
the nation’s pulse and giving them another 
chance to watch their favorite legends battle 
it out on the field, COLORS Cineplex and VOOT 
gear up for Unacademy Road Safety Word Series.  
Hearts will thump and cheers will reverberate 
the stadiums once again as the cricketing legends 
including master blaster Sachin Tendulkar, 
fearsome batsman Virender Sehwag, the pacer 
par excellence Brian Lara, lethal Aussie speedster 
Brett Lee, Sri Lankan star Tillakaratne Dilshan, 
and the exceptional fielder Jonty Rhodes will 
reignite rivalries and join forces to promote the 
cause of Road Safety through cricket. 

The matches will be played in T20 format 
between India, Australia, Sri Lanka, West Indies, 
and South Africa starting 7th March to 22nd 
March 2020 in Mumbai, Navi Mumbai and Pune 
and will stream live on COLORS Cineplex, VOOT 
and Jio. As a precursor to the league, an event 
was held in Delhi today that was graced by 
Multan Ka Sultan Virender Sehwag. Comedian 
par excellence and television personality Suresh 
Menon not only bowled everyone over with his 
comic timing but also engaged in a candid chat 

with Viru. The duo not only reminisced notable 
cricket moments but also spoke about some 
locker room secrets. When asked who he thinks 
should be cast for his biopic, Virender said that 
it will be a tough choice to make as all the actors 
are extremely talented and it is hard to choose. 
He also shared that one song he swears by is 
the yesteryears classic – Main Zindagi Ka Saath. 
Before making an exit, Virender picked up the bat 
and played an over with the audience. Presenting 
a perfect blend of nostalgia and unlimited 
entertainment, the series will host a fulfilled pre 

and post-match show – Super Over that will keep 
fans abreast of the behind-the-scenes updates, 
match analysis, in-depth players’ performances 
and more. While there will be lots of action on the 
field, the show will also keep the entertainment 
quotient high.  Cyrus Broacha who is known for 
his exceptional comic timing will turn host for 
the show while the suave Television Presenter 
Karishma Kotak will anchor all the action on the 
field. The match predictions will get a comic twist 
with Suresh Menon impersonating different 
characters and performing gags. 

Unacademy Road Safety World Series to reunite legendary cricketers

Kin of farm suicide victims: ‘Were told Majithia will take 
us to Vidhan Sabha, Punjab govt will give us Rs 2 lakh’

Do not drag judges into controversy: 
Justice Arun Mishra

Punjab: Revenue collections miss 
target, Centre comes as a saviour

New Delhi, Agency. 

India and France on Friday agreed to deepen 
their counterterrorism cooperation, stressing 
the need to deny safe havens and sources of 
funding to terrorists. The two countries held 
the 14th Meeting of Joint Working Group on 
Counter-Terrorism at which an inter-agency 
Indian delegation was led by Ministry of 
External Affairs Joint Secretary Mahaveer 
Singhvi, while the French delegation was led by 
David Bertolotti, Assistant Secretary of State for 
Strategic, Security and Disarmament Affairs of the French Ministry for Europe and Foreign 
Affairs. Both sides condemned terrorism in all its forms and manifestations and stressed the 
need for strengthening international cooperation to combat terrorism in a comprehensive 
and sustained manner, a Ministry of External Affairs statement said. “They exchanged views 
on current counter-terrorism challenges including countering radicalisation, combating 
financing of terrorism, preventing the use of internet for terrorist purposes, threats posed 
by internationally designated terrorist entities as well as cross-border terrorism in the 
South Asian region,” it said. The two countries emphasised the need to deny safe havens and 
sources of financing to terrorists, the MEA said. 

India, France vow to deny safe havens, 
sources of financing to terrorists

Chandigarh, Agency. 

AFTER AKALI legislators led by former 
minister Bikram Singh Majithia were 
detained outside the residence of Finance 
Minister Manpreet Singh Badal Friday after 
a protest as families of farm suicide victims 
sat holding photos of the deceased, some 
of the family members claimed they were 
“brought” to Chandigarh on the promise that 
the government would give them financial 
assistance of Rs 2 lakh each. Family members 
of five suicide victims from Payal constituency 
told The Indian Express they were not told 
about the dharna. They claimed they were 
told they would be made to submit “forms” 
and Majithia would take them to Vidhan 
Sabha and ensure they are given Rs 2 lakh 
each besides a government job. Speaking to 
The Indian Express, Majithia said, “This is a 
blatant lie. I will get the matter looked into.” 
Later in the evening, he said, “I got it checked. 
There is no such thing. Even then I will get 
to the bottom of this.” After he was let off by 
police, Majithia held a press conference at 
the party office in Sector 28 where he said, 
“The families (of farm suicide victims) had 
reached before us. For the past many days, 
they had been approaching us.” Majithia said 
the families had also tried to meet AAP MLAs 
many times. Majithia said Akali MLAs only 
went there to request the Finance Minister to 
meet them. He said they requested an officer 
to tell the FM that families of suicide vistims 
wanted to meet him. 

“Ten minutes later, another officer 
came and said the finance minister has 
refused a meeting,” he added. Kashmira 
Singh, a resident of Barmala village in Payal 
constituency, said a resident of Dudhal village 
had approached him a week ago and said 
that they will be taken to Chandigarh where 
Majithia would raise their issue in Vidhan 
Sabha to get them financial assistance of 
Rs 2 lakh and a government job for a family 
member. Kashmira Singh said his brother 
Santokh Singh, 65, had committed suicide on 
April 22, 2018, over debt of Rs 8 lakh from 
a bank and a cooperative society. Kashmira 
Singh said he was not told about any dharna. 
Surjit Singh, a resident of Dudhal who lost 
his 22-year-old son Kamalpreet to suicide on 
June 10, 2019, said, “We were told we will be 
taken to Vidhan Sabha. But what happened 
today makes us feel insulted.” Surjit’s son 
Kamalpreet had hanged himself. Surjit said 
he once owned around three acres of land 
which he had to sell off to repay his debt. He 
said he had to spend money on the education 
of two daughters as well. “I had to take a loan 
of Rs 8 lakh against home also. Kamalpreet 
had done 10+2 in non-medical and a flight 
attendant course,” he added. A resident of 

Chankoyian Khurd, Parminder Singh, who 
said his grandfather Joginder Singh consumed 
celphos and died on March 7, 2018, said he 
was also promised that the issue of already 
paid loan and pending loan would be taken 
up. Parminder said that to settle a limit of 
Rs 5.5 lakh, the family had to sell a chunk of 
land. He said his father Malkiat Singh had also 
committed suicide 7-8 years ago. Kartarpur 
resident Manga Singh said, “I was told that a 
meeting will be arranged with Majithia sahib 
who will take up our issues in Vidhan Sabha.” 
Manga Singh said his father Gurmail Singh, 
67, committed suicide on February 24, 2019, 
by consuming insecticide. He said there was 
a debt of Rs 24 to Rs 25 lakh, out of which 
over Rs 10 lakh debt still remained as family 
sold some land to settle debt of one bank. A 
woman from Ramgarh Sardaaran said, “They 
brought us here by telling a lie.” She said 
her grandson Manjot Singh was undergoing 
treatment for kaala peeliya (Hepatitis C) at 
a hospital in Ahmedgarh. “I was to get him 
discharged today as his 10+2 exams begin 
from March 3,” she added. The woman lost 

her 41-year-old son Jaspal Singh Cheema to 
suicide in February 2018. She said there was 
initially a loan of Rs 4.5 lakh which increased 
to Rs 7 lakh. “My son returned the loan by 
taking money on interest. But as the debt 
continued to rise, he committed suicide,” said 
the woman. Her son, she said, was survived 
by wife and two children. High drama 
occurred outside the residence of Manpreet 
Badal earlier in the day as Akali legislators 
gheraoed the residence and started raising 
slogans. Chandigarh Police first parked a 
vehicle which had a sticker that mentioned 
Section 144 of CrPC (unlawful assembly) and 
stated that the protestors should disperse by 
10-15 minutes. When the protest continued, 
an announcement was made from a public 
address system asking the protestors to 
disperse. When they still did not do so, police 
dragged away Akali MLAs and forced them 
on a bus. Majithia was taken in a separate 
vehicle to Sector 17 police station, while the 
other legislators were taken to Sector 3 police 
station. A Chandigarh police officer said 
Z-security personnel deployed with Majithia 
tried to obstruct police from taking him away. 
All legislators were let off after the Budget 
session was over. During the press conference, 
Majithia said it was a “black day in history 
of Vidhan Sabha”, adding that the “Congress 
government at the behest of Manpreet Badal 
indulged in goondaism”. Alleging “police high 
handedness”, Majithia said that a 10-year-old 
child, an 80-year-old and a differently-abled 
person who were family members of suicide 
victims were brutally handled by police. 
He said that apart from Chandigarh police, 
Punjab cops were also present.

n  High drama occurred 
outside the residence of 
Manpreet Badal earlier 
in the day as Akali 
legislators gheraoed the 
residence and started 
raising slogans. 
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M J Akbar’s defamation case : ‘Moment you call someone 
media’s worst predator then it is per se defamatory’

Vijay Kumar, New Delhi 

Former Union Minister M J Akbar’s 
lawyer Geetha Luthra told a Delhi 
court that the moment you call 
someone media’s biggest predator, 
it is “per se defamatory”. Journalist 
Priya Ramani had levelled allegations 
of sexual misconduct and harassment 
against Akbar, who subsequently 
resigned as MoS for External Affairs 
and filed a defamation case. 

Luthra, appearing for Akbar, was 
making her final arguments before 
Chief Metropolitan Magistrate Vishal 
Pahuja. The final arguments could 
not be concluded and will be taken 
up on February 29. Luthra told the 
court, “What has been been said is 
per se defamatory… the moment you 
call someone media’s worst predator 
then it is per se defamatory… The fact 
is all of it has harmed my reputation.” 
Luthra told the court that she has 
examined people who said in their 
examination in chief that “they 
held Akbar in high regard but his 
reputation was lowered in their 
eyes”. “Reputation effects not only 
that person but also others… you are 

sowing seeds of suspicion… you are 
doing it to his family, his children and 
those who interact with him socially 
and publicly… It has a cascading 

effect. Embarrassing questions were 
asked,” she told the court. Luthra told 
the court that no due process was 
followed in the case: “At the toss of 
a coin, just make an allegation and 
then let that person suffer for years. 
To speak at the workplace is always 
the right of the person and those 
forums are there.” During the end of 
the hearing, Luthra told the court, “To 
attack a person behind their back, 
to stab them like this to attack him 
on social media in a casual manner 
knowing that his whole life will be 
adversely affected.”

New Delhi Correspondent. 

Senior Congress leader and former finance minister P 
Chidambaram Saturday criticised the Arvind Kejriwal-led 
Delhi government for giving the go-ahead to prosecute former 
JNUSU president Kanhaiya Kumar and nine others in the 
2016 JNU sedition case. He said he “strongly disapproved” 
the decision. “Delhi government is no less ill-informed than 
the central government in its 
understanding of sedition law. 
I strongly disapprove of the 
sanction granted to prosecute 
Mr Kanhaiya Kumar and 
others for alleged offences 
under sections 124A and 120B 
of IPC,” Chidambaram tweeted. 
On Friday, seven months after 
its standing counsel advised 
against prosecution sanction 
to Delhi Police in the case, the AAP government gave the nod to 
Delhi Police to Prosecute Kumar. In its chargesheet, the police 
has claimed that Kumar led a procession and supported along 
with others named as accused seditious slogans raised on the 
JNU campus on February 9, 2016 during an event to mark the 
hanging of Parliament attack convict Afzal Guru. Reacting to 
the move, Kanhaiya Kumar urged government officials and the 
police to ensure a speedy trial in a fast track court. “There is 
a need for fast track courts and speedy action in the sedition 
so that the country can know how the sedition law has been 
misused in this entire case for political gains and to divert 
people from their basic issues,” he said  in a tweet. The wait for 
prosecution sanction had been a constant irritant in the already 
strained ties between the AAP government in Delhi and the 
Centre. Police claimed the trial was stalled for want of sanction 
and several BJP leaders accused AAP of shielding the students 
by not giving the go-ahead.

Chidambaram criticises Delhi govt decision 
to prosecute Kanhaiya in sedition case

New Delhi Correspondent. 

The Delhi High Court Friday sought the 
response of the Centre, Delhi government 
and the Delhi Police over a plea seeking an 
NIA probe to uncover the “anti-national” 
forces who are “funding and sponsoring” the 
“anti-India” protests over the Citizenship 
(Amendment) Act and are “openly threatening 
to kill” Prime Minister Narendra Modi and 
Home Minister Amit Shah. The plea was filed 
by activist Ajay Gautam, who contended that 
anti-CAA protests have led to large-scale 
violence and destruction of public property. 
While raising anguish over the Delhi riots, 
Gautam goes on to submit, “…it is clear that 
what is going on Shaheen Bagh, Seelampur, Jafrabaad, 
Jheel Khureji , Inder Lok and other places of Delhi is not 
a normal protest and it is well plan conspiracy against 
the state , anti national powers are involved behind the 
protest, funding from illegal sources is coming to run 
these protest.” The court has listed the case for hearing 
on April 13. A bench of Chief Justice D N Patel and 
Justice C Hari Shankar also issued notice to the Centre 
and Delhi Police on separate pleas seeking registration 
of FIRs against Congress leaders Sonia Gandhi, Rahul 
Gandhi and Priyanka Gandhi Vadra, among others, 

accusing them of making “hate speeches” in the run-up 
to the communal violence in Delhi.

The petition, filed by Lawyers Voice, a lawyers’ 
collective, sought the constitution of an SIT to look 
into the alleged hate speeches. The bench also 
sought the government’s stand on a petition filed by 
Lawyers Voice, which urged the court that direction 
to be given to lodge FIRs against Delhi Deputy Chief 
Minister Manish Sisodia, MLA Amanatullah Khan, 
AIMIM leaders Waris Pathan and Akbaruddin Owaisi, 
and advocate Mehmood Pracha for alleged making 
hate speeches.

Plea in Delhi HC seeks NIA probe 
into ‘anti-India’ CAA protests

Chanchal Singh, New Delhi

WHILE THE BJP said on Friday that it didn’t 
approve of provocative statements made by 
some of its leaders, it accused the Congress of 
instigating the violence in Delhi. Addressing 
a press conference at the BJP headquarters, 
senior party leader and Union Minister Ravi 
Shankar Prasad said: “Yesterday, the Congress 
went to the President, and is now teaching us 
raj dharma. Sonia Gandhi, please don’t preach 
us raj dharma; your record is full of twists and 
turns”. On Thursday, a Congress delegation, 
led by Sonia, met President Ram Nath Kovind 
and submitted a memorandum demanding 
Union Home Minister Amit Shah’s resignation 
for “abdication of duty” during the communal 
violence in northeast Delhi. Sonia had also 
reminded the Centre of its raj dharma, and 
the need to protect people of all faiths. Prasad 
said several Congress leaders had supported 
granting citizenship to persecuted minorities 
from other countries.

 “How have all of them done a volte face 
now? What kind of raj dharma is that,” he said. 
He accused the Congress of making provocative 
statements on the Citizenship (Amendment) 
Act. “During your rally at Ramlila Maidan, you 

said is paar aur us paar ki ladai hai (fight to 
the finish). If this is not provocation, what is? 
A statement like this means moving away from 
the Constitutional path,” he said. “Congress 
leaders went to Shaheen Bagh and one of 
them called Modi ji a murderer. They were 
standing by people who chanted ‘Jinnah wali 
azadi’. Whatever happened in Delhi should not 

have happened; provocative 
statements were made. But 
this was a time for peace, not 
for politics. In the name of raj 
dharma, an attempt is being 
made to provoke people,” he 
said. “The BJP condemns the 
politicking by the Congress 
party on such a sensitive issue, 
when we should all be talking 
about peace,” he said. Asked 
about the provocative remarks 
made by BJP leaders like Kapil 
Mishra and Parvesh Sahib Singh 
Verma, Prasad said the Home 
Minister had already “clarified” 
the party’s position, and the 
top BJP brass did not consider 
these comments appropriate. 
“They have not approved of 

their remarks… If very senior leaders have 
disapproved of these statements publicly, I 
think it means a lot. The party, with its own 
internal system, will surely respond to these 
situations,” he said. He said the police were 
looking into these statements, and the matter 
was sub-judice.

Don’t preach us raj dharma: BJP hits out at Congress

Two students sustain acid burn 
injuries at school in Gurgaon

Gurgaon Correspondent. 

Two Class I students at Gurgaon’s Heritage 
Xperiential Learning School allegedly 
sustained burn injuries earlier this week, 
when they unearthed bottles of a “solution” 
buried in the school’s playground and threw 
its contents on each other, after mistaking it 
for water. The school authorities claimed 
the solutions were placed in the ground 
to prevent snakes from coming into the 
campus. The parents of one of the children 
told The Indian Express they would be 
lodging a police complaint Saturday. 

The parents of one of the seven-year-
old victims said they were alerted to the 
incident by a phone call from the school 
on February 24. “We were told our son had 
an allergic reaction after coming in contact 
with some chemical. When we rushed 
him to the hospital, we found it was an 
acid burn,” said the child’s father. “My son 
told me he and another child were playing 
treasure hunt, and looked for things under 
trees and below the ground. They found 
these bottles and, thinking they contained 
water, began throwing its contents at each 

other. He got hit by the acid and sustained 
injuries to his eyes and burns on his face. 
Fortunately, he closed his eyes, so they were 
not affected,” he said. 

“The doctors told us the wounds may 
heal to some extent but the marks will likely 
be there. We intend to shift him to another 
school,” said his father. He also alleged that 
when he questioned school officials about 
the bottles being present underground, he 
was told these had been placed every ten 

feet across the ground “to prevent snakes 
from coming in”. “We are greatly pained by 
the trauma these children and their families 
have faced… We have always made efforts 
to make the school a safe place,” said the 
school’s principal Neena Kaul in a statement 
Friday. “We are constantly evaluating risks. 
When snakes posed a threat in recently, 
no effort was spared to engage experts to 
mitigate the problem.” The bottles have 
now been removed.

New Delhi Correspondent. 

The death toll in the violence that broke out in northeast Delhi five days ago 
reached 42 after a 60-year-old man was beaten to death in Shiv Vihar early Friday 
morning, despite heavy police deployment in the area. According to police, 123 
FIRs have been filed so far following the violence in the area, 630 people detained 
and 47 peace committee meetings held in affected localities. “We have controlled 
the situation in northeast Delhi,” Additional CP M S Randhawa told reporters. 
Police identified Friday’s victim as Ayub Ansari, a scrap collector and resident of 
Loni in Ghaziabad, around 2 km from Shiv Vihar. They said a probe is underway 
and no arrest had been made so far.

Delhi: 60-year-old man beaten 
to death, toll rises to 42

Bhim Army chief Chandrashekhar Azad 
hits out at Centre for over Delhi violence

Some schools charred, Delhi HC asks police, 
govt to ensure Board exams are smooth

n  Luthra, appearing for 
Akbar, was making her 
final arguments before 
Chief Metropolitan 
Magistrate Vishal Pahuja

New Delhi Correspondent. 

Bhim Army chief Chandrashekhar Azad blamed the 
central government and Home Minister Amit Shah 
for the violence that rocked Northeast Delhi from 
February 24 and questioned why the Army was not 
deployed in time. Speaking at a press conference in 
front of Andhra Bhavan Friday, he also blamed BJP 
leader Kapil Mishra for inciting violence through hate 
speeches. “I blame the central government because if 
they had wanted, this could have been stopped. 

Where were they? This violence was allowed to 
occur for two days because the agenda was to scare 
away the anti-CAA-NRC protests, but we will not let 
that happen,” said Azad. The Bhim Army had called a 
Bharat bandh on the SC order of making reservations 
in government posts and promotions optional for 
the states. He said that all Valmiki temples have been 
opened to provide food and shelter for those who seek 
it, and that Bhim Army workers are collecting essential 
items as donations for the victims. On February 24, 
violence broke out in Delhi’s Northeastern areas of 
Maujpur, Chand Bagh, Jafrabad, and many others, which 
continued to the next few days. The death toll touched 
42 Friday. Azad blamed the hate speech by Kapil Mishra 
for the violence. “For more than two months, protests 
against the CAA-NRC have been peaceful and in support 

of the Constitution. But a plan was there with regard to 
the hate speeches before and after elections all along. 
Who does Kapil Mishra think he is in taking law and 
order in his hand? This was a big mistake and it is why 
Delhi is burning,” he said. He added that the government 
should not take the matter lightly and provide 
compensation and proper medical aid to all people 
affected by the violence, regardless of their religion. “I 
hope that the police does thorough investigations and 
finds all those who perpetrated the violence,” he said.

New Delhi Correspondent. 

The Delhi High Court Friday directed the Delhi government 
and police to ensure the safety and security of students 
during their Board exams at centres in riot-affected 
areas of Northeast Delhi, and warned against any “breach 
of security”. The violence over the amended 
citizenship law in Northeast Delhi, which 
has left 42 people dead and over 250 
injured so far, also saw schools in the 
area being torched. Justice Rajiv 
Shakdher issued the direction to the 
authorities after arraying them as a 
party to a plea by a private school, 
Bhai Parmanand Vidya Mandir in East 
Delhi’s Surya Niketan area, seeking 
a change of its Board exam centre in 
Northeast Delhi. It issued notice to the Delhi 
government and the police, seeking their stand on the 
school’s plea by March 4. “The newly added respondents 
(government and police) shall ensure the (exam) centres 
are sanitised and there is no breach of security,” Justice 
Shakdher said, observing that the situation in Northeast 
Delhi appeared to be “improving”. Meanwhile, the Central 
Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) apprised the court 
that it has postponed Board exams for Classes X and XII to 
be held on Friday and Saturday at 86 centres in Northeast 
Delhi. It said it was optimistic about holding exams at 
the centres from March 2 onwards. The CBSE also said it 
has no plans to shift the centres to other locations in the 

capital. Advocate Kamal Gupta, appearing for the school, 
told the court there was no police presence at centres in 
Northeast Delhi and he has videos showing two schools 
and school buses being torched. CBSE’s counsel informed 
that the Delhi government and police were the appropriate 
authorities to ensure exam centres are protected. On 

Wednesday, the court took note of the “worsening 
situation” in the area and directed CBSE to 

come up with a plan to reschedule the 
exams or change the affected centres. 
The school, in its plea, said the centre 
allotted to them was 16 km away and 
situated on the Chandu Nagar-Karawal 

Nagar road, one of the violence-hit areas. 
The petitioners, which include students 

of Class X and XII, said it would be hard for 
them to reach the centre due to violent clashes 

in the area. They urged the court to direct CBSE 
to change the examination centre from New Sandhya 
Public School to a centre located in East Delhi district 
with proper infrastructure and security. Highlighting that 
around 550 students in Class X and XII are registered for 
taking the Board exams, the plea said the “violent clashes 
and riots have posed a serious threat and danger to the 
lives of students and their parents, in as much as they 
have no option but to reach the centre, come what may be 
the situation of the area around the centre; reaching the 
centre not only involves mental agony, trauma and stress 
for the students and their parents, but also poses grave 
and palpable threat to life and limb.”

New Delhi. As the Delhi High Court 
on Friday sought the response of the 
Centre, the Delhi government and police 
on pleas seeking FIRs against political 
leaders, including Congress’s Sonia 
Gandhi, Rahul Gandhi and Priyanka 
Gandhi Vadra, for allegedly making hate 
speeches, the Congress said the party 
will give an “extremely strong, befitting 
and comprehensive” reply in court. “The 
whole world is receiving FIRs, but, the 
whole world does not include the great 
and only Kapil Mishra, the whole world 
excludes the great and only Anurag 
Thakur and Pravesh Verma. Not even an 
FIR now after months and, of course, after 
years not an FIR against Giriraj Singh, 
against Chinmayanand, against Sangeet 
Som of UP…, Congress spokesperson 
Abhishek Singhvi said.

Will give befitting reply 
in court, says Congress
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China’s handling of coronavirus, in contrast to SARS, 
has been effective, should be a template for others

Thomas Abraham

Mao Zedong famously declared 
that a revolution was not a dinner 
party, but a brutal enterprise. Mao’s 
current successor as China’s leader, Xi 
Jinping has clearly taken the dictum 
to heart and adapted it to the task of 
stamping out the new coronavirus 
before it spreads more widely. China’s 
lockdown of roughly 60 million people 
in Wuhan and other cities in Hubei 
province for more than a month now 
is without precedent in the history of 
public health. The best way to stop a 
virus from spreading from person to 
person, is to give it no place to spread 
to. This is achieved by isolating those 
who are infected and quarantining 
those who might be infected. In China, 
though, the control has moved beyond 
traditional quarantine to a cordon 
sanitaire an exclusion zone people 
cannot travel into or get out of. In 
most countries, this simply would 
not work for a period this long and a 
population that large. Wuhan is a city 
of 11 million people, slightly larger 
than Chennai or Bengaluru. 

It would be inconceivable to think of 
cutting off transportation in and out of 
these cities, or asking people to stay at 
home for even a day, let alone a month. 
Like India, most countries in the world 
have neither the political control to 
impose their will on people this way, 
nor the administrative mechanism 
to enforce this degree of control. 
The human cost of such a strategy is 
immense. The fear induced by being 
unable to escape from a place where 
a new virus is circulating is immense. 
The worries and stresses of everyday 
life multiply one hundred-fold when 
everything from shopping for food 
to occupying children stuck at home 
becomes a challenge. The slightest 
cough, cold or fever can trigger panic. 
The ethics of the cordon sanitaire in 
Wuhan, as well as the quarantining by 
Japanese authorities of the cruise ship 
Diamond Princess, will be debated for 
years after this particular outbreak 
is over. But whatever its human and 
financial cost, China’s actions in the 
first month of the outbreak helped to 
slow the spread of the virus within 
the country as well as internationally. 
Critics have accused China of covering 
up and playing down the virus in the first 
month, threatening whistleblowers 
and fudging patient figures. Part of this 
flows from the general suspicion in 
the West (and India) of anything China 
says or does. A look at the timeline of 
events in December last year, when 
the virus first started causing disease, 
shows a fairly rapid response. The 
first cases appeared in late November 
and early December. But because 
the symptoms of the new disease 
mimicked those of flu and pneumonia, 

which are extremely common in the 
winter months, it took till the end of 
December for doctors to realise that 
there was something different about 
this pneumonia: That all the initial 
cases could be traced back to a seafood 
market in Wuhan. On December 31, 
the Chinese government informed the 
WHO, and the world, of the existence 
of a form of pneumonia of unknown 
cause, and also told the people of 
Wuhan to wear masks if they had 
symptoms and seek medical attention. 
For the world, the big breakthrough 
from China came on January 7, when 
researchers in Wuhan identified the 
virus as a new coronavirus and two 
days later shared its genetic sequence 
with the world. The sharing of the 
genetic sequence allowed labs all 
over the world to develop testing 
kits to detect the disease. It also put 
countries on the alert for travellers 
with the disease, without which the 
new coronavirus would have spread 
much quicker and farther than it has 
so far. The Chinese response to SARS in 
2003, in contrast to this, was a cover-
up. The disease circulated for nearly 
three months, enabled by government 
secrecy and censorship. When 
travellers from China brought the 
disease first to Hong Kong and from 
there to other cities across the globe, 
there was no warning. It was only after 
the disease spread in Hong Kong, that 
scientists and public health experts 
began to decipher this new virus. 
China, fortunately, learned the lessons 
for SARS and put together systems 
to identify and respond to this new 
disease quickly. Public health officials 

all over the world, including in India, 
should study the speed with which 
China put together an infrastructure 
to deal with this new disease. Modern, 
well-equipped hospitals dedicated to 
coronavirus patients were constructed 
in weeks. Centralised information 
and logistics systems and systems 
to ensure coordination between 
multiple levels of government  from 
the central government to provincial 
and municipal governments, were put 
into place and seem to have worked 
reasonably smoothly, given the 
chaotic and complex atmosphere of a 
disease outbreak. The way China has 
tackled this disease has been an “all of 
government, all of society approach”, in 
the words of Bruce Aylward, the leader 
of the WHO team that recently spent 
two weeks in the country. It was, as 
he described it, “a very old-fashioned 
approach”, but one that had “prevented 
at least tens of thousands, but probably 
hundreds of thousands of cases.” The 
disease is now popping up in countries 
that have not had great experience in 
dealing with infectious diseases, or 
the systems that China has in place. 
The rapidity with which coronavirus 
cases have increased in Iran is a case 
in point. In all probability, it is only a 
matter of time before India sees new 
cases. The Indian health system, as in 
China, is multi-layered. Some states 
like Kerala have strong public health 
infrastructure and a strong response 
capability. Many other states like Uttar 
Pradesh and Bihar do not have strong 
public health systems. They will find it 
difficult to respond, and will learn that 
diseases, like revolution, can be brutal.

The recent Delhi riots have been compared to the anti-
Sikh riots of 1984 and the 2002 anti-Muslim riots in 
Gujarat. Their common features are obvious. First, 
in all the three cases, the police remained passive or 
joined the rioters. Second, these rioters were mostly 
activists connected to the ruling party. Third, in all the 
three cases, nobody was spared, not even the oldest 
members of the communities whose houses were 
set on fire. Last but not least, in the three cases, well-
armed outsiders attacked pockets where members of 
the minority community lived in large numbers. In 
1984 and 2002, thousands of people died as violence 
continued unabated for days, and, sporadically, for 
weeks. The Delhi riots appear to be part of a new 
pattern. This pattern emerged in the 1980s when 
communal violence became a tool to polarise voters. 
This technique was systematically used during the 
1989 election campaign in places including Indore and 
Jaipur. The maps of riots and the BJP’s electoral success 
almost overlapped then. A similar “coincidence” was 
clear in Gujarat in 2002. Thereafter, no mass violence 
of a similar magnitude has taken place. So, why has 
a previous pattern come back, though in a different 
form? Atal Bihari Vajpayee had blamed the Gujarat 
riots for the BJP’s defeat in the 2004 general election. 
However, some BJP leaders were keen to reinvent the 
polarisation strategy. After all, their party had lost 
the election despite the economic success the BJP’s 
campaign slogan was “India Shining”. The 2004 results 
showed that economic achievements did not guarantee 
electoral victory. For instance, in UP, the BJP’s tally fell 
from 22 seats to 10 seats. So, the BJP leaders Vajpayee 
retired soon after the poll debacle proposed a revival 
of the polarisation strategy. The idea was to step up 
low-intensity riots. Uttar Pradesh, a key state due to 
its large number of Lok Sabha seats, was the testing 
ground for this strategy that combined victimisation, 
outrage and polarisation. In their work, Everyday 
Communalism: Riots in Contemporary Uttar Pradesh, 
Sudha Pai and Sajjan Kumar describes the UP “model” 
of riot: “Rather than instigating major and violent 
state-wide riots as in the earlier phase, the BJP-RSS 
have attempted to create and sustain constant, low-
key communal tension together with frequent, small, 
low-intensity incidents out of petty everyday issues 
that institutionalise communalism at the grass roots, 
to keep the pot boiling.” This approach was motivated 
by political intentions, but not just that. The aim was 
no longer only to polarise society prior to elections for 
immediate electoral gains. The goal had also become 
the promotion of social and even “civilisational” 
majoritarianism in a bid to permanently Hinduise the 
country by terrorising minorities and delegitimising 
their cultures, and secularism  to create what I call a de 
facto Hindu Rashtra.
 -Vijay Kumar

Bhupender Yadav
The last few days have been tumultuous for the residents 
of Delhi, with violence breaking out in parts of the city. 
It is sad that instead of dousing the fire that it started for 
political gains, the opposition is busy stoking it further 
and blaming the BJP in a clear bid to misguide people. 
The theory that the Congress and other opposition 
parties are trying to push is that it is the BJP which 
instigated violence because it is a communal, anti-
Muslim party. This is the same theory that the Congress 
has been pushing for decades. It is still at it because the 
party has nothing new to offer. Post-Independence, the 
Congress has existed by feeding on the insecurities of 
religious and sectarian communities. This is not part 
of the BJP’s ethos, which stands committed to “sabka 
saath, sabka vikas and sabka vishwas”, coined by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi. It is important for the BJP 
to puncture holes in the theory that the opposition 
is pushing, not for political one-upmanship but to 
differentiate fact from fiction. The timing of the spurt 
in violence itself is indicative of who stands to gain 
from it. The clashes began on Sunday night, just hours 
before US President Donald Trump was to land in India. 
It served the Congress well to try and embarrass the 
government on the global stage. Opposition leaders, 
who have a vested interest in keeping Delhi on the boil, 
have gone to town referring to the speeches made by 
some BJP leaders as “provocative”. None of these people 
care to take into account that those speeches have been 
condemned at the highest level of the party, with Home 
Minister Amit Shah himself speaking out against them. 
Blaming “provocation” for what is unfolding in Delhi is 
a clever diversionary tactic. The violence seems to be 
well-orchestrated with ample crude bombs, handguns 
and stones being stocked. The preparations to disturb 
Delhi’s peace had been underway for months. The 
people who armed the rioters are the same people 
who have been misguiding the masses to protest in 
Shaheen Bagh since mid-December. The government’s 
handling of the Shaheen Bagh protest was so deft that 
the opposition found itself outsmarted. The opposition 
also instigated protests in Muslim majority areas in the 
name of the Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA). The CAA 
was passed by Parliament. Opposing it is tantamount 
to opposing the democratic values on which India was 
built. The violence we are seeing in Delhi is a result of 
the fear being spread among Indian minorities. 

The opposition must answer: Who is spreading 
this fear? How have the security forces, deployed to 
restore peace, come under attack in these “peaceful” 
protests? How has public property been destroyed? 
To call the protests Gandhian is a disservice to Gandhi 
himself. The opposition must know that when security 
forces in a country come under attack it leads to 
despair and then drives the society towards anarchy. 
The fact that the protests were not about the CAA 
from day one is reflected in the fact that no Muslim 
refugees have been part of these agitations. Asked 
to explain how the citizenship law was anti-Muslim, 
the opposition was seen fumbling for answers. So, 
they tried to stoke passions at protest sites by raking 
in issues of the clashes at JNU, lynchings, triple talaq, 
Ram Temple and Kashmir in their speeches. All the 
speeches had one central theme the Modi government 
is against Muslims and so, people must organise 
against the government. 

Violence in Delhi is intended to 
polarise as well as to teach a lesson

In Delhi, opposition has 
stoked fears, blamed BJP in a 

bid to misguide the people

Khaled Ahmed

Avinash Paliwal of the London School of 
Oriental and African Studies (SOAS) in his 
revealing book My Enemy’s Enemy: India 
in Afghanistan from the Soviet Union 
to the US Withdrawal, has confirmed 
in a way what Pakistan’s Army Chief 
General Qamar Javed Bajwa has already 
expressed through his campaign of wire-
fencing Pakistan’s western border the 
Durand Line. It appears that Pakistan is 
no longer concerned about the already-
fenced border with India. It is now 
worried about an Indian-induced ingress 
from Afghanistan, as demonstrated 
by the arrest of alleged Indian spy 
Kulbhushan Jadhav in Balochistan in 
2016. The “western (border) threat” 
perception has resulted in the hunting 
down of the Pashtun Tahaffuz Movement 
(PTM), suspected of being funded by 
India from across the Durand Line. On 
January 25, the police arrested Member 
National Assembly (MNA) Mohsin 
Dawar and 30 others as they protested 
against the detention of MNA Manzoor 
Pashteen, who had been arrested earlier 
from Peshawar and accused of using 
threatening and derogatory language 
against the state during a gathering in 
Dera Ismail Khan on January 18. 

The PTM arrests have disturbed the 
civil society in Pakistan and brought the 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) of Imran 
Khan under pressure from conscientious 
objectors to “negotiate with PTM” instead 
of hunting its members down as “Indian 
agents”. Dawar and Pashteen agitate for 
the “rights of ethnic Pashtuns affected by 
Pakistan’s war against the Taliban in the 
northwest”. The PTM was formed in 2016 
by a group of eight university students 
in the northwestern city of Dera Ismail 
Khan, all eight originally from South 
Waziristan, most adversely affected 

by Pakistan’s “hosting” of the Afghan 
Taliban movement. The Pashtun society 
of North-South Waziristan was destroyed 
by the “nesting” of such local warlords as 
Baitullah Mehsud and Afghan warlords 
like the Haqqani brothers. The PTM 
wants life in the Tribal Areas restored 
to normalcy. Pakistan has endured 
terrorism unleashed by these “guest” 
warriors. Local warlords joined the 
socially destructive routine of “guests”, 
killing normal life. Warlord Hakimullah 
Mehsud killed ex-Prime Minister Benazir 

Bhutto in 2007 in Rawalpindi through 
terrorists sent from North Waziristan. 
As in Balochistan, the PTM also protests 
the “disappearances” of innocent people 
protesting their devastated lives under 
the warlords who ruled over people 
till the Pakistan army finally decided to 
get rid of its “guests” in 2014. But the 
protesters are being seen as “agents of 
the enemy” and killed, as it happened in 
the case of one Naqeebullah Mehsud in 
Karachi in 2018, while his killer police 
officer has gone unpunished. Paliwal 

notes that India under Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi made a “policy shift” in 
2016, indicating “interference” inside 
Pakistan just as Pakistan had “interfered” 
in Kashmir. On August 15 that year, he 
said: “I want to express my gratitude to 
the people of Balochistan, Gilgit, and 
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir, for the way 
they wholeheartedly thanked me, the 
way they expressed gratitude to me… 
people of a distant land I haven’t even 
seen… when they thank the Indian 
prime minister, it’s an honour for the 
125 crore people of the country.” Paliwal 
writes: “What for, and how, the people 
of these regions had thanked Modi 
was unsaid. The implicit message was 
that India was capable of, and perhaps 
already exercising (both via Afghanistan 
and otherwise), covert intervention in 
Pakistan’s internal troubles. Whether 
this was empty rhetoric, as in the 1960s 
when Indian parliamentarians sought 
to support the Pashtun and Baloch 
insurgencies in the wake of the 1965 
war, or a true shift in India’s security 
practices like the early 1970s when 
Indira Gandhi proactively supported the 
Baloch insurgency, is yet to be seen. But 
if one is to go by optics, India was now 
intent on exploiting Pakistan’s fear of 
strategic encirclement.”It is sad that the 
PTM is being seen as an “enemy agent”. 
In April 2019, a warning was delivered by 
the army to the PTM directly, warning the 
group that its “time is up”, alleging that 
the human rights organisation was being 
funded by foreign intelligence agencies. 
The PTM leaders asked for “evidence” 
for this accusation, but were ignored. 
Pakistan and India might think it is a good 
strategy to use tribesmen in Afghanistan 
and Pakistan to get even with each 
other; but the common man is suffering 
and is being punished for protesting his 
uprooted life.

Pakistan is hunting down groups it 
sees as acting on India’s behalf

That all the initial 
cases could be 

traced back to a 
seafood market 

in Wuhan. On 
December 31, 

the Chinese 
government 

informed the WHO, 
and the world, of 
the existence of a 

form of pneumonia 
of unknown cause, 

and also told the 
people of Wuhan 
to wear masks if 

they had symptoms 
and seek medical 

attention.

It also put countries on the alert for travellers with the disease, 
without which the new coronavirus would have spread much 

quicker and farther than it has so far. The Chinese response to 
SARS in 2003, in contrast to this, was a cover-up. The disease 
circulated for nearly three months, enabled by government 

secrecy and censorship. When travellers from China brought 
the disease first to Hong Kong and from there to other cities 

across the globe, there was no warning.

Paliwal writes: “What for, and how, the people of these regions had thanked 
Modi was unsaid. The implicit message was that India was capable of, and 
perhaps already exercising (both via Afghanistan and otherwise), covert 

intervention in Pakistan’s internal troubles. Whether this was empty 
rhetoric, as in the 1960s when Indian parliamentarians sought to support 
the Pashtun and Baloch insurgencies in the wake of the 1965 war, or a true 
shift in India’s security practices like the early 1970s when Indira Gandhi 

proactively supported the Baloch insurgency, is yet to be seen.
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Beirut, Agency.  An air strike by Syrian 
government forces killed 29 Turkish 
soldiers in northeast Syria, a Turkish official 
said Friday, marking the largest death 
toll for Turkey in a single day since it first 
intervened in Syria in 2016.The deaths were 
a serious escalation in the direct conflict 
between Turkish and Russia-backed Syrian 
forces that has been waged since early 
February. Rahmi Dogan, the governor of 
Turkey’s Hatay province bordering Syria’s 
Idlib region, said 29 troops were killed and 
others were seriously wounded in the attack 
late Thursday. He said 39 injured were being 
treated in Turkish hospitals. Three Turkish 
soldiers were killed earlier Thursday in Idlib. 
At least 50 have now been killed in Idlib 
since the start of February. U.N. Secretary-
General reiterated his call for an immediate 
cease-fire and expressed serious concern 
about the risk to civilians from escalating 
military actions,,“ U.N. spokesman Stephane 
Dujarric said. “Without urgent action, the 
risk of even greater escalation grows by the 
hour,“ Dujarric said. Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan was holding an emergency 
security meeting in Ankara, state-run 
Anadolu news agency reported. Meanwhile 
Turkish Foreign Minister Mevult Cavusoglu 
spoke to NATO Secretary General Jens 
Stoltenberg by telephone. 

29 Turkish soldiers 
killed in northeast 
Syria air strike

Trump paps John Ratcliffe for Director of National Intelligence
Washington, Agency. 

President Donald Trump announced on 
Friday that he intended to nominate Rep. John 
Ratcliffe, R-Texas, as his director of national 
intelligence, choosing someone he considered 
last summer before senior Republicans in 
Congress deemed him unqualified for the job. 
Ratcliffe is a vocal supporter of the president 
who serves on the House Intelligence 
Committee. If confirmed, he would replace 
Richard Grenell, whom Trump put in charge 
of American intelligence agencies this month 
on an acting basis. The job has been vacant 
since Dan Coats stepped down on Aug. 15. It is 
unclear whether Ratcliffe could be confirmed 
by the Senate. 

When Trump floated his name last 
summer, some Republicans, including Sen. 
Richard Burr of North Carolina, the chairman 
of the Senate Intelligence Committee, told 
White House officials that Ratcliffe was too 
partisan for the position, according to people 
familiar with the discussions. Members 
of both parties also expressed concern at 
the time about his qualifications for such a 
senior position, as well as charges that he had 
exaggerated his résumé.But just nominating 
Ratcliffe has a benefit for the White House: 
Once Trump sends formal nomination papers 
to the Senate, it will extend the time the 
current acting director, Grenell, a favorite of 
Trump’s, can remain in the office. And some 

Democrats quickly concluded that was the 
president’s goal at a time when he is seeking 
to impose greater control over the nation’s 
intelligence agencies after years of tension 
that started with the intelligence community’s 
consensus that Russia had interfered in the 
2016 election to help Trump. Under the 
Federal Vacancies Reform Act, Grenell can 
serve in his post only until March 11 unless 
the president formally nominates someone 
else for the job. Under that law, Grenell would 
be able to stay an additional 210 days, until 
mid-September, once Ratcliffe is nominated. 
Should the Senate reject Ratcliffe, Grenell’s 
tenure would be extended again. Some 
people close to the White House said they 

believe Ratcliffe stands a better chance at 
confirmation now than he did last summer. 
They said his robust defense of Trump during 
the House’s impeachment proceedings and 
effective questioning of Democratic witnesses 
had impressed senators who had concerns 
about him, including Burr. 

One senior administration official said 
the situation “is different” than it was 
with Ratcliffe in July, but also conceded 
that Trump officials are “cleareyed” about 
earning the needed votes. On Friday, Burr 
issued a lukewarm statement that stopped 
short of endorsing Ratcliffe for the position 
but signaled impatience with having an 
acting director in the position. Burr wrote 
that “there is no substitute for having a 
permanent, Senate-confirmed Director of 
National Intelligence in place to lead our IC. 
I look forward to receiving Congressman 
Ratcliffe’s official nomination and ushering 
it through the Senate’s regular order.” IC 
is Washington shorthand for “intelligence 
community.” Senior Democrats said they were 
decisively opposed to the nomination. “The 
last time this nomination was unsuccessfully 
put forward, serious bipartisan questions 
were raised about Rep. Ratcliffe’s background 
and qualifications,” Sen. Mark Warner, the 
Democratic vice chairman of the Senate 
Intelligence Committee, wrote on Twitter. 
“It’s hard for me to see how anything new 
has happened to change that.” The Senate 

Democratic leader, Chuck Schumer of New 
York, said in a statement, “Replacing one highly 
partisan operative with another does nothing 
to keep our country safe. At a time when the 
Russians are interfering in our elections, we 
need a nonpartisan leader at the helm of the 
Intelligence Community who sees the world 
objectively and speaks truth to power, and 
unfortunately neither Acting Director Grenell 
nor Rep. Ratcliffe comes even close to that.” 
Schumer added that the nomination reveals 
Trump’s “lack of respect for the rule of law 
and the intelligence community” and called 
on Republicans to “join Democrats in swiftly 
rejecting the nomination of Mr. Ratcliffe.” The 
Director of National Intelligence position, 
created by a special commission in the 
aftermath of the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks, 
was designed to oversee and coordinate 
the United States government’s sprawling 
intelligence network, which includes the 
Central Intelligence Agency, the Defense 
Intelligence Agency and more than a dozen 
smaller agencies. Writing on Twitter Friday, 
Trump called Ratcliffe “an outstanding man of 
great talent,” adding: “Would have completed 
process earlier, but John wanted to wait 
until after IG Report was finished.” Trump 
appeared to have been referring to a recent 
report by the Justice Department’s inspector 
general that criticized aspects of the federal 
investigation into Trump’s 2016 campaign 
ties to Russia. 

Get ready, New York: The 
plastic bag ban is starting

South Korea, Agency. 

New York is banning the distribution 
of single-use plastic bags statewide on 
Sunday, a move with the ambitious goal 
of reducing the billions of discarded 
bags that stream annually into landfills, 
rivers and oceans. The law forbids 
most businesses from handing out 
the thin bags that are ubiquitous in 
supermarkets, bodegas and boutiques, 
making New York the third state to bar 
the bags after California, where a ban 
has already changed the way millions 
of people shop, and Oregon, where one 
took effect last month. If successful, 
the transition could spur a cultural 
sea change as significant as the end of 
smoking in bars, or the shift in attitudes 
ushered by seat belt laws: Once optional, 
buckling up is now so automatic for 
most people that it happens almost 
unconsciously. New Yorkers currently 
use 23 billion plastic bags each year, 
state officials say, many of which end 
up as one of the most problematic 
forms of garbage. They blow across 
streets and become caught in trees. 
They harm birds and marine creatures. 
They clog sorting machines, making 
recycling them cumbersome. Measures 
in other countries and localities have 
significantly reduced plastic bag use, 
and a study in Washington found a 
5-cent bag fee there had cut down on 
plastic pollution in waterways. 

The laws including a de facto ban 
in Hawaii, where all counties forbid 
such bags also aim to address climate 
change by reducing the planet-warming 
emissions from making the petroleum-
based bags. California’s ban led to a 72% 
drop in plastic bag use. Although the 
law passed narrowly in a referendum 
and opinions on it remain divided 
implementation was relatively smooth. 
New York’s Department of Environmental 
Conservation does not plan on fining 
stores that continue to distribute bags on 
Day 1. Instead, the state has created an 
assiduous public education effort, called 
#BYOBagNY, essentially asking shoppers 
to build a new habit: bringing reusable 
bags. Proponents say that it will soon 
become a reflex. “You leave the house, 
you say, ‘I got my keys, I got my phone, 
I got my sunglasses, I got my bag,’” said 
Erica Ringewald, a spokeswoman for the 
state’s Department of Environmental 
Conservation. There is already concern 
from some business owners and 
customers, who worry that the ban will 
make it hard to shop without planning 
ahead, or will impose new costs. But 

just thinking about how to carry a 
purchase, officials and environmental 
advocates say, could lead to an even 
larger shift, making people more mindful 
of what they buy and where it ends up. 
“This is the first really big push back 
against disposable culture,” said Peter 
Iwanowicz, a longtime environmental 
official and advocate, and a member of 
the state’s new Climate Action Council. 
“This feels to me like a seminal moment, 
like the first indoor smoking bans or 
tobacco taxes,” he added. “Right now, 
the bag is just so automatic for both you 
and the clerk. You accept the bag handed 
to you even though you didn’t need it 
for that one greeting card.”Previous 
attempts to ban single-use plastic bags 
in New York, or to impose a charge for 
them, were met with concerns about 
cost, cleanliness and burdens on low-
income residents.In 2016, the New York 
City Council narrowly voted to approve 
a 5-cent plastic bag fee, but Gov. Andrew 
M. Cuomo blocked it. Cuomo then set 
up a task force to study the issue, and 
in 2018 proposed the state law based 
on its findings. The bill was one of a raft 
of environmental measures to pass in 
2019, after the Democrats took control 
of both houses of the Legislature. There 
are exceptions to the bag ban: Plastic can 
be used for takeout food; uncooked meat 
or fish and other products that could 
contaminate items; weighed produce; 
and prescription drugs. Newspaper bags, 
garment bags and bags sold in bulk, like 
trash or recycling bags, are also exempt. 
Paper bags are still allowed, and local 
governments can impose a 5-cent fee for 
each one a customer takes. The cities and 
counties that opt in to that fee will keep 
2 cents per bag to spend on programs 
aimed at distributing reusable bags, and 
the remaining 3 cents will go to New 
York’s Environmental Protection Fund. 
Customers on food stamps and public 
assistance will be exempt from paper-
bag fees. There, of course, are skeptics 
of the plastic ban, especially in New York 
City, where most people do not drive 
to supermarkets and shops. A bedrock 
feature of life in the city is running 
errands on the spur of the moment, or 
making impulse buys while walking 
or using public transportation. “This is 

going to be the worst thing to happen to 
this store,” said Sal Husain, who manages 
a C-Town grocery store in the Inwood 
section of Manhattan. “It’s OK to protect 
the environment, but there’s going to be 
a lot of problems with customers.” On 
Thursday, signs about the imminent ban 
were posted in nearly every aisle of the 
supermarket, which uses some 100 cases 
of plastic bags each week, according to 
Husain. Customers were already buying 
reusable bags for $1 each, but Husain 
said he had also stocked paper bags that 
he was planning to soon offer for 10 
cents apiece. Still, he fears he may have 
to reduce the paper-bag price, taking a 
loss. “If a customer is already spending 
$200 or $300 here, how am I going to tell 
them they need to pay extra for the paper 
bags?” he asked. Across the street, Fatih 
Demir has been selling fruit for the past 
15 years from a stand pitched below a 
white canopy. Most of his business comes 
from subway riders heading to and from 
the A train, he said. “Our customers keep 
asking, ‘What’s going to happen?’” he 
said. “The woman who sells next to me 
keeps asking, ‘What’s going to happen?’ 
People don’t have the time to prepare for 
this stuff. This is America, where people 
most value their time.” Demir said that he 
had tried to find an affordable supplier of 
environmentally friendly bags of his own 
design, but ran out of time.

 “I’m going to have to just keep using 
these bags, even if I get a penalty,” 
he said, shrugging and pointing to a 
stack of plastic bags hanging from his 
table, just below his produce. “I can’t 
afford to lose my customers.” The idea, 
Cuomo said, is “not to be punitive,” but 
to educate shoppers and businesses, 
and persuade them to change 
their habits. Still, the state can fine 
businesses $250 for a first violation 
and $500 for a repeat offense. The law 
defines reusable bags as those made to 
withstand a minimum of 125 uses and 
carry 22 pounds over a distance of at 
least 175 feet, with at least one handle. 
In practice, most are fabric, jute or 
thick polyester. In New York City, free 
ones can be obtained by taking the 
Department of Sanitation’s online zero 
waste pledge or attending giveaway 
events. In some ways, the transition 
has already begun, as eco-conscious 
New Yorkers have voluntarily adopted 
reusable bags and the stores cater 
to them. For some shoppers and 
stores, bags emblazoned with slogans 
and images have become a fashion 
statement, a method of virtue signaling 
and even an economic opportunity.

Hong Kong, Agency. 

Tightrope walker Nik Wallenda fears the 
worst-possible outcome as he prepares for 
his latest high wire act trekking across a live 
volcano in Nicaragua on Wednesday. “I could 
fall to my death.” But the 41-year old member 
of the seven-generation family of daredevils, 
The Flying Wallendas, is taking it in stride. “It is 
just the reality of what I do,” he told Reuters on 
Thursday, ahead of his live, televised walk 1800 
feet (548 meters) across the Masaya volcano 
with churning lava below. According to Dick 
Clark Productions, it will be the highest and longest walk he has ever attempted. 
“I will tell you that my first step I take will be a step of faith,” he said. “It’s not as 
though I’m fearless. It is more about me overcoming that fear.” 

Wallenda, who has made successful walks across Niagara Falls and above 
Times Square, said he has been training with an oxygen depravation mask to 
mirror the conditions above the volcano.He will be wearing goggles, a mask and 
possibly even oxygen tanks for the walk. His shoes have been designed with 
thicker soles to help cut possible heat coming from the volcano, and the cable 
will feel like a bar, the high wire artist said. “I’ll be dealing with the winds of the 
Grand Canyon, potentially. I’ll be dealing with the gases that are so thick that you 
can potentially not be able to see 10 feet in front of me,” he said. “Everything that 
has been thrown at me here adds to my stress levels.” Wallenda said the idea 
came to him after flying over an active volcano on the way to Mexico City. Masaya 
is one of six major active volcanoes in Nicaragua, and has erupted at least 18 
times since 1520, including major eruptions in 1772 and 1820. 

Washington, Agency. 

The United States has decided to postpone a meeting with 
leaders of Southeast Asian countries it had planned to host 
on March 14 due to worries about the coronavirus outbreak, 
two US officials familiar with the matter said on Friday. 
President Donald Trump had invited leaders of the 10-member 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) to meet in 

Las Vegas after he did not attend a summit with the group in 
Bangkok in November. “As the international community works 
together to defeat the novel coronavirus, the United States, 
in consultation with ASEAN partners, has made the difficult 
decision to postpone the ASEAN leaders meeting,” one of the 
sources, a senior administration official, told Reuters. The 
official added that the United States values its relationships with 
ASEAN member nations and looks forward to future meetings. 
A spokesperson for the U.S. State Department provided an 
identical statement. The U.S.-ASEAN Business Council said it 
was aware of the decision and said a major technology summit 
it was planning on the sidelines of the leaders’ meeting was also 
being postponed. “We look forward to working closely with U.S. 
and ASEAN leadership to ensure the success of this important 
engagement at a later date,” the council’s vice president, 
Elizabeth Dugan, said in statement. The postponements come 
amid growing fears that the virus will spread in the United 
States as countries report new infections, companies announce 
curbs on employees’ travel and global stock markets continue 
to plummet. The number of confirmed coronavirus cases in the 
United States is still relatively small at around 60, most of them 
repatriated American passengers from the Diamond Princess 
cruise ship that docked in Japan. The coronavirus outbreak 
started in China late last year. 

The latest World Health Organization figures indicate 
over 82,000 people have been infected, with more than 2,700 
deaths in China and 57 deaths in 46 other countries. While 
the outbreak appears to be easing in China, it has surged 
elsewhere and countries other than China now account for 
about three-quarters of new infections. China is not a member 
of ASEAN, which groups Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, 
Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and 
Vietnam. Although the State Department has repeatedly stated 
that ASEAN is at the heart of its strategy to maintain a “free 
and open Indo-Pacific” in the face of rising Chinese power, 
Trump’s decision not to attend the Bangkok meeting had raised 
questions about the U.S. commitment to the region. Japan’s 
Nikkei Asian Review earlier this month quoted diplomatic 
sources as saying that leaders from Vietnam, Laos, Singapore, 
Cambodia and Thailand had planned to attend the Las Vegas 
summit. (Reporting by Alex Alper, David Brunnstrom and David 
Shepardson; Editing by Sonya Hepinstall and Leslie Adler).

Christchurch, Agency. 

The twin earthquakes destroyed most 
of Christchurch’s art galleries. Even the 
Christchurch Art Gallery, the city’s pre-eminent 
art institution, was driven to the streets. For 
six months after the quake, it was taken over 
by recovery authorities, and then it was shut 
down for its own repairs. Without a home, 
the gallery began commissioning murals on 
walls across town. Soon, street murals became 
a trend that’s still flourishing in the city. And 
Christchurch became the mural capital of the 
country, overtaking Wellington. 

Most of the artists apparently left the city, 
but many remained, expanding their work, 
finding new scope and range. There are so 
many murals and public artworks now-some 
commissioned by the gallery, others by the 
long-running SCAPE Public Art group that the 
entire city centre feels like a giant exhibition 
space. Competition for wall space is fierce one 
of the gallery’s murals was even tagged by a 
graffiti artist who not so politely requested the 
gallery keep its art indoors. Bright, colourful 
murals are up all over town on the walls of 
office buildings, warehouses, corner stores, 
laundromats, and even public schools and 
sports stadiums. Some streets are so dense 

with murals that it’s hard to find an empty 
wall. Often, the work carries a strong social 
message on subjects from domestic violence 
and immigration, to education and gender 
diversity. Some portray faces of indigenous 
men and women, some works are abstract, 
some skilfully done tributes to favourite 
cartoon characters, bands or movies. The 
most famous ones are those drawn by Ruby 
Jones, who designed a Time magazine front 
cover after her illustration in response to 
the Christchurch mosque attacks went viral. 

The artwork depicted two women hugging 
with the caption, “This is your home and 
you should have been safe here”. One of the 
women was Muslim and wearing a hijab. After 
that, works from her book All Of This Is For 
You were recreated on the walls. They include 
a drawing of two men holding hands with 
the caption “Stand up for what you know is 
right”, a figure looking out of an open window 
with the text “No-one else knows what they 
are doing either”, and a woman holding a 
child’s hand with the message “Look after 
yourself the way you’d look after your 5-year-
old self”. Other recognisable pieces include 
Richard Baker’s Rising Tide row boat mural 
on the Sampan House Restaurant building 
on Gloucester Street. Another one is Wongi 
Wilson’s Hide and Seek mural on Manchester 
Street, the city’s red-light area. Its street art is 
a tourist attraction full of Instagram moments 
with ‘Lonely Planet’ naming Christchurch as 
one of the street art capitals of the world. 
As an off-shoot, self-sustained local groups 
started funding street art festivals in the city, 
attended by connoisseurs from all over the 
world. The street art culture has gone to such 
a level that the video animation of the mural 
is the latest trend.

How Christchurch became the mural capital of New Zealand ‘I could fall to my death’: Tightrope walker 
Wallenda readies to cross active volcano

US postpones summit 
with ASEAN leaders amid 

coronavirus fears

Washington, Agency. A divided US 
appeals court handed President 
Donald Trump a major legal victory on 
Friday by dismissing a Democratic-led 
congressional panel’s lawsuit seeking to 
enforce a subpoena for testimony from 
former White House Counsel Donald 
McGahn. The U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
District of Columbia Circuit endorsed the 
Trump administration’s argument that the 
court had no place in settling the closely 
watched dispute between the executive 
and legislative branches of the U.S. 
government. In doing so, it appeared to 
endorse an expansive view of presidential 
powers and prerogatives. In a 2-1 
decision, a three-judge panel overturned 
a Nov. 25 ruling by U.S. District Judge 
Ketanji Brown Jackson that the House of 
Representatives Judiciary Committee’s 
April subpoena to McGahn was lawful. 
In that ruling, Jackson declared “no 
one is above the law.” Friday’s decision 
represented a vindication for the 
Republican president’s sweeping directive 
that current and former officials defy 
congressional requests for testimony and 
documents on impeachment and a broad 
range of other subjects. The two judges in 
the majority in the ruling were appointed 
by Republican presidents. The dissenting 
judge was appointed by a Democratic 
president. The Judiciary Committee had 
sought testimony from McGahn, who left 
his post in October 2018, about Trump’s 
efforts to impede former Special Counsel 
Robert Mueller’s investigation that 
documented Russian interference in the 
2016 U.S. election. The administration 
argued both that senior presidential 
advisers are “absolutely immune” from 
being forced to testify to Congress 
about official acts and that courts lack 
jurisdiction to resolve such disputes. 

Donald Trump wins bid to 
block McGahn testimony 
sought by House Democrats
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Australia, Agency.  Harmanpreet Kaur-led 
Indian unit became the first team to book a 
semifinal berth in the ongoing World T20 in 
Australia. They kicked off their campaign with 
an impressive 17-run win against defending 
champions Australia and followed it up with 
another 18-run victory over Bangladesh. And 
on Thursday, India, after a lot of hard work, 
were successful in maintaining their winning 
streak as they eclipsed New Zealand by a 
narrow margin of three runs. But considering 
the poor execution by the middle-order, a 
dip in Harmanpreet’s form, the cracks in 
the Indian setup have become quiet evident 
and it needs an immediate solution before it 
leads to their collapse. Shafali Verma, 16, has 
garnered immense praise on social media for 
her powerful strokeplay, drawing comparisons 
with one of India’s most destructive openers 
Virender Sehwag. The Rohtak teenager has 
amassed 114 runs in three matches, making 
her the leading run-getter among the Indians 
and second overall in the competition. 

Women’s T20 World Cup: Ahead 
of semifinals, middle-order’s form 
serves a warning bell for India

New Delhi, Agency.  India beat Sri Lanka 
by 7 wickets to register their fourth win 
in a row in Women’s T20 World Cup. India 
chased down the total of 114 with 32 balls to 
spare. Shafali Verma dominated the bowling 
with her fantastic strokeplay. Shafali missed 
her half-century by just three runs. Smriti 
Mandhana contributed with 12-ball 17. 
Harmanpreet Kaur promoted herself up the 
order and scored 15, her first double-digit 
score in the tournament. Deepti Sharma and 
Jemimah Rodrigues stayed unbeaten for 15 
each as India stretched their winning streak. 
Earlier, Sri Lanka skipper won the toss and 
elected to bat first. Radha Yadav starred 
with the ball as she took four wickets for 23 
runs in her four overs including hard-hitting 
Chamari Thapaththu’s wicket. Athalaththu 
top-scored with 23-ball 34 including five 
fours and one six. Sri Lanka suffered a 
middle-order collapse. Wickets at regular 
intervals. Kavisha Dilhari’s cameo 16-ball 25 
helped Sri Lanka get to 113/9. Rajeshwari 
Gayakwad took a couple of wickets whereas 
Deepti Sharma, Shikha Pandey and Poonam 
Yadav took one wicket each.

India vs Sri Lanka Women’s T20 World 
Cup 2020 Highlights: Radha Yadav 
shines in IND’s 7-wicket victory

Ranji Trophy semis : Bengal hope to ride on 
momentum against thoroughbreds Karnataka

Kolkata, Agency. 

The Cricket Association of Bengal (CAB) is opening three 
enclosures for fans at Eden Gardens for the Ranji Trophy 
semifinal between Bengal and Karnataka, starting 
Saturday. A message has been conveyed to all first and 
second division clubs, coaching centres and schools 
affiliated to the CAB to send their players to watch the 
game. “We want everyone to come and support our 
team,” CAB president Avishek Dalmiya said. 

On the field, KL Rahul was having an intense net 
session on Friday. After he was done, the opener, along 
with Karnataka captain Karun Nair and teammate 
Manish Pandey, went to have a close look at the pitch. 
The shade of green on the surface suggests help for the 
fast bowlers. On the other side, at the home team nets, 
Ishan Porel was going full tilt. The Bengal team head 
coach Arun Lal calls Porel “India material” and banks 
on fit-again Akash Deep’s pace. This semifinal, at the 
country’s most storied venue, has a Test match-like feel.
Karnataka, at least on paper, are superior, given their 
pedigree in domestic cricket and the players they have. 
The eight-time Ranji Trophy winners have all the bases 
covered. Rahul’s inclusion has given them an added fillip. 
Karnataka have domestic cricket thoroughbreds in their 
ranks. Bengal, on the other hand, are a work in progress. 
A process has started under Lal this season, which might 
take a year or two to come to fruition. Bengal still need a 

seam-bowling allrounder and an impact batsman at the 
top to complete their regeneration process. Then again, 
they are the form team, with three outright wins in the 
last four group league matches to reach the knockouts. 
In the quarterfinal against Odisha, the way they fought 

back after being reduced to 46/5 on the first day, 
spoke volumes for the team’s character. The two-time 
champions have the fighting spirit and a winning 
momentum to fall back on. Lal refused to call his team 
underdogs. “Not at all… I think we are the favourites. 
We have momentum behind us, played some fabulous 
cricket. And we have got unquantifiable heroes. Nobody 
knows about them. We are just getting to hear about 
them. Tomorrow they could be the finished products. 
We have three-four players who could go on to play for 
India within a year or so. We are a team on the zoom. The 
curve is going up,” he said. Nair counted on experience. 
Karnataka are one of the elite teams in domestic 
cricket and they qualify for the knockouts for fun. “It 
does give an edge that our players are used to playing 
in pressure situations. At the end, it’s about who does 
well on the given day. It’s really important to do well for 
all five days and in all sessions,” the Karnataka captain 
observed. Talking about ‘unquantifiable heroes’, Bengal 
unleashed a wiry spin-bowling allrounder, answering 
to the name of Shahbaz Ahmed, this season. With 30 
wickets and 427 runs, the 25-year-old has emerged as 
the team’s X-factor. “Shahbaz is redefining the Hindi 

language. Instead of saying janbaaz (daredevil) cricketer, 
we will say Shahbaz cricketer. I haven’t seen such 
performances for a long time. Who knows where he will 
end up but he is one for the future,” Lal didn’t mind a bit 
of aggrandisement. Over to Karnataka and their batting 

factory – the GRV (Gundappa Viswanath) and RD (Rahul 
Dravid) school of cricket – rolled out another top talent 
this season. Devdutt Padikkal is 19 years old, but he 
has shown maturity beyond his years to make a serious 
impression. With 583 runs from nine matches, he has 
attested his class as well. The Ranji Trophy started in 
full winter this term, with result pitches being laid out 
aplenty. Given the points system and that only five teams 
would qualify to the knockouts from a pool of 18 in Elite, 
Group A and B, going for outright wins during the league 
stage became en vogue. 

Both Rahul and Pandey were away on India duty. 
Nair, despite playing some important knocks, has been 
inconsistent. Padikkal stood up to be counted. Karnataka 
also thrived on collective batting performance, which 
offset the fact that they had just one century – scored 
by R Samarth – during their march to the semifinal. 
Now Rahul’s arrival has given Karnataka the problem 
of plenty. Padikkal has cemented his place as an opener. 
Samarth, his opening partner, is one with the experience. 
Samarth also had a 70-plus score in the quarterfinal 
against Jammu & Kashmir apart from his 500-plus runs 
in eight matches. Rahul, of course, is an automatic pick, 
so it needs to be seen how the visitors alter their playing 
XI. KV Siddharth is fresh from his match-winning 76 
followed by 98 in the quarterfinal and doesn’t deserve 
to be dropped. Karnataka had a couple of semifinal 
heartbreaks at Eden. 

INDvNZ 2nd Test, Day 1: Poor 
shot selection fails India

New Delhi, Agency. 

Ahead of the Test, the BCCI had posted 
a picture of the Hagley Oval pitch on 
its Twitter handle. The veiled dig 
was evident. After New Zealand won 
the toss on what India perceived to 
be a green-top, Prithvi Shaw and 
Mayank Agarwal made a very positive 
start for the visitors. Shaw played 
some fabulous shots and reached 
his half-century. India actually won 
the first session but as it turned out, 
they flattered to deceive. Poor shot 
selection became their bugbear. 

Shaw, after reaching his half-
century, chased a wide one from 
Kyle Jamieson. Ajinkya Rahane, after 
spending over half-an-hour at the 
crease, played away from his body 
to a delivery from Tim Southee that 
pitched outside the off stump and 
was going away. Hanuma Vihari made 
the most of a dropped chance early 
into his innings. But after helping 
India fight back through an 81-
run partnership with Cheteshwar 
Pujara, he threw away his wicket 
on the stroke of tea, trying to pull a 

Neil Wagner bouncer. Even Pujara, 
who looked the most accomplished 
batsman out there in the middle, 
attempted an uncharacteristic hook 
and fell prey to the top edge. Then, 
there was the talented Rishabh Pant, 
whose 14-ball knock had two dropped 
chances before he dragged one from 
Jamieson onto the stumps, reaching 
for the ball and displaying technical 
shortcomings. India’s batting collapse 
on Day One at Christchurch didn’t 
have much to do with a greenish 

pitch. All those shots could have 
been avoided. As far as Virat Kohli 
was concerned, the Kiwis have been 
bowling to a plan to him and getting 
success. Southee set him up with a 
few outswingers before bringing one 
back. Kohli probably would have had 
an inside edge if he tried to block 
it. The India captain opted for an 
attacking shot instead. His decision 
to review a stonewall LBW beggared 
belief. Kohli at the moment is not on 
top of his game.

New Delhi, Agency. 

On a day, when BCCI president Sourav Ganguly 
reportedly spoke about Dubai being the venue 
for the next Asia Cup, his Pakistan Cricket 
Board (PCB) counterpart, Ehsan Mani, said no 
final decision has been taken yet. The PCB has 
the hosting rights of this year’s tournament, 
to be played in September. But with India 
not travelling to Pakistan, the tournament 
would be played at a neutral venue. “The 
Asia Cup is organised for the benefit of the 
Associate Members. We will take a decision 
keeping that in mind. A final decision will be 
taken bearing in mind the interests of all the 
Asian countries. We have a few options,” Mani, the PCB 
chairman, told The Indian Express.Earlier, Ganguly 
reportedly said Dubai would be the venue for the next 
Asia Cup.

 “Asia Cup will be held in Dubai and both India and 
Pakistan will play,” the BCCI president told reporters 
at Eden Gardens, as quoted by PTI. In 2018, Dubai and 
Abu Dhabi were picked to host the Asia Cup matches, 
when the BCCI had the hosting rights. Both Ganguly and 
Mani are expected to be present at the Asian Cricket 
Council (ACC) meeting at the Address Marina in Dubai 
on March 3. A decision with regards to the Asia Cup 
venue is likely to be taken there.And the meeting might 
also discuss the coronavirus outbreak vis-à-vis the 
ACC events. It’s not an item of the agenda, but with the 

outbreak getting bigger and more threatening by the 
day, it might come up as a secondary issue. “Look, the 
Asia Cup is in September and we are in February. But if 
it (coronavirus outbreak) gets out of control, then we 
have to be prepared for any eventuality. So the matter 
could be discussed as a secondary issue,” Mani told this 
paper. The coronavirus so far has claimed more than 
2,800 human lives apart from infecting over 83,000 
people worldwide. The United Arab Emirates’ (UAE) 
neighbour Iran has already reported eight deaths and 
43 infections. Also, all major sports bodies including 
the International Olympic Committee (IOC) and the 
Uefa are seriously thinking about the coronavirus 
impact, as they gear up for the Olympics and the Euro 
respectively this year.

PCB chief Ehsan Mani says no final decision 
on Dubai being the Asia Cup venue

Christchurch, Agency. 

Shortly before 5 am on September 4, 
2010, when half its residents were 
asleep, an earthquake that measured 
7.1 devastated nearly 1,000 buildings in 
the city. Six months later, on February 
22, at the stroke of one in the afternoon, 
weekday lunchtime in the central business 
district, the earth shook again, killing 185 
people, a catastrophe beyond the wildest 
imagination of the Garden City of New 
Zealand. The derelict ruins still remain at 
the heart of the city. 

The Gothic cathedral that once stood 
majestically, the monument that brought 
the city its name, is partially restored, 
though its antique golden bells and 
wooden rose windows are enshrined in the 
national museum. Beyond that are open 
spaces, car parks or just waste ground, 
where once stood colonial buildings. The 
last remains of the swanky Lancaster 
Park, Christchurch’s historic ground, was 
razed to the ground a month ago after 
years of debates whether to demolish or 

restore it as a symbol of the resilience of 
the city. There are so many safety pylons 
on the sidewalks and roads that locals 
joke that the region’s traditional sporting 
colours red and black  should be changed 
to fluorescent orange. The everyday 
sounds of the city have been replaced by 
jackhammers, bulldozers and the endless 
beeping of construction vehicles backing 
out of building sites. Then, last March at 
the Al Nur mosque in the neighbourhood 
of Hagley Oval and Linwood Islamic Centre, 
10-odd kilometres away from it, a gunman 
unleashed bullets on the worshippers, who 
had gathered for the afternoon namaz, 
murdering 50 people.

New Delhi, Agency. 

Radha Yadav’s career-best figures and Shafali 
Verma’s quickfire knock of 47 helps India beat 
Sri Lanka by seven wickets in the ongoing 
Women’s T20 World Cup league match on 
Saturday at Junction Oval, Melbourne. This 
is India’s fourth consecutive win in the 
tournament as the table-toppers are set to play 
the semi-final at Sydney Cricket Ground on 
March 5. Radha took four wickets for 23 runs 
including the wicket of hard-hitting Sri Lankan 
skipper Chamari Athapaththtu. This is Radha’s 
career-best bowling figures in the format. 

Left-arm spinner Rajeshwari Gayakwad 
bowled well too taking two wickets for 18 
runs. Deepti Sharma, Shikha Pandey and 
Poonam Yadav took one wicket each to 
restrict Sri Lanka for 113 for nine wickets 
in the first innings. Poonam also equalled 
Australia’s Megan Schutt’s record of taking at 
least one wicket in 23 consecutive matches. 
Athapaththu top-scored for Sri Lanka with 
a 24-ball 33 whereas Kavisha Dilhari helped 
her side finish well with an unbeaten 16-

ball 25. Chasing a target of 114, India never 
looked like getting into trouble. Shafali was 
dropped twice in the innings and went on to 
score 47 runs from 34 balls including four 
fours and one six. The 16-year-old missed 
her maiden half-century in the tournament as 
she got run out trying to sneak a single. Once 
again, Smriti Mandhana got India off to a flier 

but lost his wicket in the powerplay overs. 
Mandhana scored 17 runs from 12 deliveries. 
Harmanpreet Kaur promoted herself up the 
order and registered her first double-digit 
score in the tournament. Deepti Sharma and 
Jemimah Rodrigues scored 15 runs each as 
they helped India chase down the total with 
32 balls to spare.

Women’s T20 World Cup : Radha Yadav’s four-wicket haul 
and Shafali Verma’s 47 help India make it four in a row

In resilient Christchurch, India look to 
bounce back after heavy defeat

New Delhi, Agency. 

Australian swashbuckling batsman Chris Lynn, who is known 
for his brand of attacking cricket in several T20 leagues around 
the world, playing for Pakistan Super League’s (PSL) Lahore 

Qalandars on Friday, played 
a 15-ball 30-run innings 
against Peshawar Zalmi. 
Chasing a target 133 in 12 
overs, the opener lost his 
crucial wicket in the first 
ball of the 5th over. When 
an annoyed Lynn was 
walking off, smoke seemed 
to rise from his head when 
he took his cap off. When 
Lynn removed his cap in 

disappointment, his head seemed to be releasing steam and 
social media went crazy about these visuals. Qalandars were 
restricted by Zalmi to 116 for six. Samit Patel with 34 not out off 
15 balls was the top-scorer for Qalandars in their failed chasing 
effort. Chris Lynn contributed 30 off 15 balls while Fakhar Zaman 
scored 22. Peshawar Zalmi registered an emphatic 16-run win 
in a rain-curtailed match at the Rawalpindi Cricket Stadium. 
Persistent rain and a wet outfield caused a delayed start which 
resulted in a 12-over aside match. Chirs Lynn is a part of Mumbai 
Indians in the Indian Premier League this season kicking off 
on March 29. The opening match will be played between the 
defending champions Mumbai Indians and last year’s runners 
up Chennai Super Kings at Mumbai’s Wankhede Stadium.

PSL : Video of Chris Lynn’s steaming 
head after getting out goes viral

Mumbai, Agency. 

New Zealand have ended Day 1 at 63/0, trailing India by 179 runs at 
the close of play. India were bowled out for 242 with one hour’s play 
left. Tom Latham (27*) and Tom Blundell (29*) got New Zealand off 
to a good start in their first innings and frustrated the Indian pacers. 
New Zealand won the toss and elected to field first with a green 
pitch on offer. Despite Prithvi Shaw’s (54 off 64 balls) attacking 
start, Mayank Agarwal 
was rattled on the 
pads to be lbw for 7 by 
Trent Boult, as NZ got 
the early wicket they 
wanted. Shaw got to his 
50 off 61 balls. He was 
then caught in the slips 
on 54. Virat Kohli was 
lbw off Tim Southee 
soon after the Lunch 
break, as New Zealand 
gained the upper hand 
in the match for the 
first time. Southee got 
Rahane to edge to the 
slips for 7 soon after 
as well. Hanuma Vihari (55 off 70 balls) and Pujara built a good 
partnership after Tim Southee scalped Virat Kohli and Ajinkya 
Rahane after the Lunch break. Vihari was caught behind off the last 
ball of the second session. Cheteshwar Pujara was gone for 54 at 
the beginning of the third session, leaving the Indian lower order 
exposed. There was a collapse from the Indian side thereon, and 
India were bowled out for 242. Kyle Jamieson (5/45) took a five-
wicket haul in only his second Test.

India vs New Zealand 2nd Test : IND 
bowlers fail to find breakthrough
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New Delhi, Agency. In a boost for public 
sector construction company NBCC’s bid
for Jaypee Infratech, the Supreme Court 
has ruled that 858 acres belonging 
to the bankruptcy-hit company was 
wrongfully mortgaged by its parent 
Jaiprakash Associates (JAL) and said it 
was a “preferential” transaction. The move 
is not only a setback to JAL’s lenders - 
including ICICI Bank, Axis Bank, SBI and 
Standard Chartered Bank - but has also 
set a precedent for other cases with the 
Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India, 
which has circulated it as a guidance to 
insolvency resolution professionals and 
other cases. On February 8, 2018, TOI was 
first to report about Jaypee Infratech’s 
interim resolution professional (IRP) Anuj 
Jain approaching NCLT to argue that the 
land was “fraudulently and wrongfully” 
mortgaged in a “preferential transaction” 
to secure a loan for parent JAL. NCLT had 
ruled that transactions were “fraudulent, 
preferential and undervalued” as defined 
by certain provisions of the Insolvency 
and Bankruptcy Code. The order was 
subsequently quashed by NCLAT on a 
petition by JAL’s lenders such as ICICI 
Bank and Axis Bank, which stood to lose. 
As a result, India Infrastructure Finance 
Company, IRP and some home buyers 
approached the apex court against the 
NCLAT ruling. “NCLAT, in our view, had 
not been right in interfering with the well 
considered and justified order passed 
by NCLT in this regard,” an SC bench of 
Justices A M Khanwilkar and Dinesh 
Maheshwari said. It also dismissed ICICI 
Bank and Axis Bank’s contention that they 
should be treated as financial creditors 
of Jaypee Infratech, which is facing 
insolvency action for close to 30 months. 
The land parcels, stretching across Noida, 
Agra and Aligarh districts, were mortgaged 
between 2014 and 2017 to secure loans 
given to JAL, which did not have sufficient 
assets, compared to Jaypee Infratech that 
had a massive land bank.

Jaypee Infratech will 
get back 858 acres: 
Supreme Court

China manufacturing plunges in February amid virus controls
Beijing, Agency. 

China’s manufacturing plunged in February 
by an even wider margin than expected 
after efforts to contain a virus outbreak shut 
down much of the world’s second-largest 
economy, an official surveyed showed 
Saturday. The survey, coming as global stock 
markets fall on fears the virus will spread 
abroad, adds to mounting evidence of the 
vast cost of the disease that emerged in 
central China in December and its economic 
impact worldwide. 

The monthly purchasing managers’ 
index issued by the Chinese statistics 
agency and an industry group fell to 35.7 
from January’s 50 on a 100-point scale on 
which numbers below 50 indicate activity 
contracting. A sub-measure of imports 
plummeted, highlighting the shock waves 
spreading through China’s Asian neighbors 
and other suppliers of components and 
raw materials to its factories, which 
assemble most of the world’s smartphones, 
toys, home appliances and other consumer 
goods. ``Supply chains are likely to remain 
disrupted even if China’s factories go back 
to full production,’’ due to spreading travel 
bans and other anti-virus controls abroad, 
said Iris Pang of ING in a report. She said 
it was ``incredibly unlikely’’ the global flow 
of The PMI decline was widely anticipated 
after the government extended the Lunar 
New Year holiday to keep factories and 

offices closed but the figure was even more 
severe than many forecasters expected. 
Many analysts expected a result in the low 
40s, which already would have been the 
lowest since the PMI first was issued in 
2002. Stock markets in the United States, 
Europe and Japan tumbled by about 10% 
over the past week after outbreaks in South 
Korea, Iran and Italy. Oil prices have sunk 
on expectations manufacturing worldwide 
might decline. The official PMI is compiled 
by the National Bureau of Statistics and the 
China Federation of Logistics & Purchasing. 
Other major economic indicators ``are 
expected to decline significantly’’ in the 
three months ending in March, said a 
government economist, Zhang Liqun, in a 
statement they released. The Communist 
Party is trying to revive business activity 
in some parts of China while ordering 
areas deemed at high disease risk to 
stay focused on fighting the virus. The 
government has cut a key interest rate and 
promised companies tax breaks, low-cost 

loans and other aid. Local officials have 
orders to help millions of employees get 
back to work while preventing a rebound 
in infections. Most access to Wuhan, 
a manufacturing hub with 11 million 
people where the disease first emerged, 
was suspended Jan. 23. Controls on travel 
spread to cities with a total population of 
60 million and restaurants, shops, cinemas 
and other businesses nationwide were 
ordered to close. Sales of autos and real 
estate fell close to zero. Some industries, 
including state-owned steel and copper 
mills, operated at normal levels throughout 
the shutdown, helping to buoy the official 
activity reading. The PMI highlighted the 
bigger blow suffered by the small, mostly 
private companies that are the country’s 
economic engine, produce goods for 
global brands and supply components for 
smartphones and other consumer electrics. 
A measure of production fell to 26.1 among 
small enterprises, while the measure for 
bigger companies was 28.3. The measure 

for imports fell to 31.9 from January’s 
57. The official PMI draws on a sample of 
companies that is weighted toward larger, 
state-owned companies that serve the 
Chinese market. A separate PMI with more 
private companies and exporters is due to 
be released Monday by a Chinese business 
magazine. The previous lowest PMI 
readings were in the mid-40s following the 
2008 global financial crisis. Manufacturing 
activity normally would be expected to 
rebound in February as factories reopen 
and replenish raw materials following the 
Lunar New Year, when many shut down 
for two weeks or more. Regulators say 
Chinese industry is reviving but activity 
still is weak. The 18 million small, mostly 
private companies that account for the 
bulk of industrial activity and employment 
are back to operating at one-third of 
normal levels, officials said Thursday at a 
news conference. An official of the Cabinet 
planning agency, Zhang Kejian, said activity 
is increasing by about 1% per day. It is 
unclear how many factories and other 
employers might be forced to close for 
good under the burden of paying rent and 
other expenses with no revenue. Global 
automakers are reopening factories but 
say the pace will depend on how quickly 
the flow of components from suppliers 
resumes. Forecasters say auto industry 
activity won’t return to normal until at 
least mid-March.

New york, Agency.  

Last week was an expensive 
one for most investors, 
even for billionaires. The 
combined fortunes of the 
world’s 500 richest people 
fell by $444 billion as the 
coronavirus continued to 
spread and spread fear 
rattling equity markets 
worldwide. The Dow 
Jones Industrial Average 
tumbled more than 12%, 
the biggest five-day slide 
since the depths of the 
2008 financial crisis, in a 
rout that vaporized more 
than $6 trillion from global 
stocks. The drubbing 
more than erased the $78 
billion in gains that the 

500 wealthiest people had amassed since the start of the year through last week, 
according to the Bloomberg Billionaires Index. The world’s three richest people 
Amazon.com Inc.’s Jeff Bezos, Microsoft Corp. co-founder Bill Gates and LVMH 
Chairman Bernard Arnault  incurred the biggest losses, with their combined 
wealth dropping about $30 billion.

Bengaluru, Agency. 

Financial advisers advise retail investors to 
weather out Friday’s stock market rout, eerily 
reminiscent of the worst days of the 2008 
financial crisis. “Retail investors must follow 
the path of asset allocation. In times of such 
high market volatility, there should be the right 
balance between greed, panic and prudence. 

A disciplined approach over time will give 
benefits. Remember, the markets corrected in 
2003 with SARS. Ebola and Zika also had some 
impact,” said Kotak AMC managing director 
Nilesh Shah. Analysts also said it is a good time 
now to set aside some money for MFs and 
systematic investment plans, instead of taking a 
direct bet on equities for those with a lower risk 
appetite. “SIPs would be the way to go. I’d say 
allocating 10-20% of one’s disposable income 
towards this for the next 2-3 years would be a 
good idea, as the current market is about waiting 
it out, and the long haul,” said Emkay Investment 
Managers CEO Vikaas Sachdeva. Dalal Street 
observers also say the coronavirus will not affect 
the markets the way the financial crisis did. “The 
2008 crisis was primarily about the markets. 
That time, there were derivatives built, which 

overnight lost value, having a ripple effect and 
plunging shares in the US and globally. 

This crisis resembles more the 2019 
trade war or SARS 2003, because it’s largely 
about supply chain disruption and impacts 
production companies,” said Emkay Global 
head (research) Dhananjay Sinha. “I’d say 
domestic inflows still remain stable. And stocks 
are likely to recover in two-three months,” 
Sinha added. Industry observers also said this 
would be a good time to buy cheap stocks. “I’d 
say one ought to buy when prices fall. China has 

sufficient stocks in place. They can easily sell the 
goods. But they are holding on to them for prices 
to rise further before  selling at a profit. So, 
now might be a good time to invest in Chinese 
companies,” said Cyrus Khambata, board 
member, Paytm Money and former managing 
director of CDSL. “It is also a good time to buy 
non-production Indian companies. Markets are 
certain to make a recovery,” added Khambata. 
Agreeing with his assessment, Sachdeva quoted 
Warren Buffett’s line: “The time to buy is when 
there’s blood in the streets”.

Start new SIPs: Market gurus tell investors Coronavirus: World’s richest lose $444 
billion after hellish week for markets

New Delhi, Agency. 

Telecom operator Bharti Airtel on Saturday said 
that it has made additional payment of Rs 8,004 
crore towards adjusted gross revenue (AGR) 
dues to the department of telecom (DoT). The 
payment of Rs 8,004 crore is in addition to Rs 
10,000 crore the company paid on February 
17, 2020 in compliance to the Supreme Court 
judgement, it said in a regulatory filing.

 The company said it calculated the liabilities 
on self assessment basis till December 31, 2019 
and the payment includes interest up to February 
29, 2020. The company has carried out self 
assessment from FY 2006-07 up to December 
31, 2019 and interest thereon up to February 
29, 2020 in line with the AGR judgement, Bharti 
Airtel said. “Accordingly the company paid an 
additional amount of Rs 3,004 crore towards the 
full and final amounts due over and above ad-hoc 
amount of Rs 10,000 crore paid on February 17, 
2020 on behalf of Bharti Group of companies,” 
the filing said. The payment included liabilities 
on Bharti Airtel, Bharti Hexacom and Telenor India ”We 
have also deposited an additional amount of Rs 5,000 
crore, as an ad-hoc payment (subject to the subsequent 
refund/adjustment to cover differences, if any arising 
from the reconciliation exercise with the DoT,” Airtel 
said. According to DoT estimates, Airtel owed nearly 

Rs 35,586 crore, including licence fee, spectrum usage 
charges with interest on unpaid amount, penalty and 
interest on penalty till July 2019. “Based on the aforesaid 
payment we have now complied with AGR judgement and 
the directions in the order of the Hon’ble Supreme Court 
dated October 24, 2019,” the company said.

AGR dues: Bharti Airtel pays additional Rs 8,004 
crore, claims compliance with SC judgement

New Delhi, Agency.  The market for 
mobiles’ accessories and other electronics 
devices has started to feel the pinch of the 
coronavirus outbreak as restricted supplies 
from China are resulting in shortages on 
the retail front, adding to woes for sellers. 
Estimated at over $2 billion annually, the 
business of cases and covers, tempered 
glass, cables, bags and even power banks 
depends heavily on supplies from China, 
which massproduces many such items. 
Retailers of accessories say while companies 
are digging into inventories to meet 
demand, the problem will become acute 
if fresh supplies do not come for some 
more time. Accessories are sold not only 
at the time of purchase of the main device, 
but find an equally strong demand during 
the lifecycle of the main product as they 
are often changed through after-market 
purchase. Both the organised market 
as well as the ones selling in smaller, 
unorganised retail hubs such as Nehru 
Place and Palika markets in Delhi are 
seeing shortages. “While we are yet to feel 
the pressure in products sourced from 
third-party suppliers, there are shortages 
in Apple’s original accessories,” said one of 
the re-sellers of the American brand in an 
upmarket store at Gurgaon. “There have 
been shortages in certain colour types for 
iPhones, and even some cases that we sell 
for iPads,” the retailer said. 

Supplies of electronics 
feel the pinch

Chicago, Agency.  

Philanthropist Bill Gates on Friday urged wealthy nations to help low 
and middle-income countries strengthen their health systems in hopes 
of slowing the spread of the coronavirus, which Gates said has started 
to behave like a “once-in-a-century” pathogen. “By helping countries 
in Africa and South Asia get ready now, we can save lives and also slow 
the global circulation of this virus,” Gates, the former chairman and chief 
executive of Microsoft Corp, wrote in an editorial in the New England 
Journal of Medicine. The novel coronavirus that first emerged in China 
and has now spread to 46 
countries is much harder to stop 
than similar viruses that caused 
the Middle East Respiratory 
Syndrome (MERS) or Severe 
Acute Respiratory Syndrome 
(SARS), Gates wrote. The Bill and 
Melinda Gates Foundation has 
already pledged $100 million to fight the outbreak. Gates’ plea was echoed 
on Friday by the World Health Organization (WHO), which said the risk 
was very high that the virus would spread and have a global impact. The 
WHO implored governments to swing into action to contain the virus 
before it becomes widespread. Such actions could slow the virus, giving 
nations more time to prepare, officials said. “Health systems around the 
world are just not ready,” Dr Mike Ryan, head of the WHO emergencies 
program, told a news briefing. Gates said the world needs to invest in 
disease surveillance and better technology to accelerate the development 
of safe and effective vaccines and drugs. Besides technical solutions, Gates 
called for better diplomatic efforts to drive international collaboration and 
data sharing, and increased government spending on drugs and vaccines 
that would give private companies incentives to take up such efforts.

Bill Gates calls coronavirus a 
‘once-in-a-century’ pathogen

No decision taken in government 
meet on relief for telcos

New Delhi, Agency. 

A relief for beleaguered telecom companies is 
still some time away. A key meeting of the multi-
ministry Digital Communications Commission 
(DCC) on Friday failed to arrive at a solution to 
help such distressed operators as Vodafone Idea 
and Airtel. Top officials said “more details are 
required for reconciliation of data on statutory 
dues”, and for this further meetings will be called. 
In a day of hectic parleys at DoT (department 
of telecom), Vodafone Idea CEO and managing 
director Ravinder Takkar also met telecom 
secretary Anshu Prakash but refused to give 
details of his discussions.

 Telecom companies have been waiting for 
a bailout package from the government after 
the Supreme Court order put their liabilities on 
the AGR matter at Rs 1.47 lakh crore. Much was 
expected from Friday’s AGR meeting where the 
government was understood to be studying a 
variety of relief measures, including staggered 
payment and guaranteeing of money through 
issuance of bonds. Vodafone Idea, which is the 
most vulnerable of the lot with an AGR demand of 
Rs 53,000 crore, has already told the government 
that it would not be able to pay the dues unless 
government-support is extended. It has paid 
only Rs 3,500 crore so far. The DCC is now likely 

to meet again in the coming days, though no 
date has been fixed so far as officials are busy 
preparing various plans to get the sector up and 
running once again. “A lot of discussion would be 
needed, AGR-related data needs to be assessed,” 
a source said.

New Delhi, Agency.  The government on Friday gave a six-month extension 
to Sebi chairman Ajay Tyagi, just a day before the end of his tenure. The move 
came after the finance ministry had advertised for the post on completion of 
Tyagi’s three-year term, with 
speculation having started 
on who would move into the 
regulator’s office in Mumbai’s 
Bandra Kurla Complex. But, 
with the government opting to 
begin the search process only 
last month, it was short on time 
to finalise the appointment, 
where Tyagi will also be eligible 
to seek a fresh term, given that 
the Sebi chairman retires at 65. 
Sebi chairman’s appointments 
have always been a story of twists and turns, with Tyagi’s predecessors CB Bhave 
and U K Sinha getting the coveted job just when they did not seem to be in the 
fray. The former civil servant is seen to be a tough regulator, who has focused on 
improving corporate governance practices and had ordered splitting of chairman 
and managing director posts, while seeking to professionalise company boards.
During his three-year term, he had to deal with several cases, ranging from 
disclosures related to Chanda Kochhar at ICICI Bank, the collapse of IL&FS, 
corporate governance issues at CG Power as well as the securities fraud at Karvy 
Stock Broking, which remains unresolved The low-profile Sebi chairman has 
taken forward the process to make it easier and cheaper for small investors to buy 
mutual funds, apart from seeking to crack down on shell companies.

Ajay Tyagi gets 6-month 
extension as Sebi chief
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Chennai, Agency.  Bigg Boss Kannada Season 
5 participants Chandan Shetty and Niveditha 
Gowda tied the knot in a grand ceremony on 
February 26. The couple met on the sets of 
the reality show, and became close friends. 
Chandan, who went on to win the fifth 
season of Bigg Boss Kannada, fell in love with 
Niveditha only after the show got over. The 
two got engaged in October 2019. The couple 
hosted a reception which saw many celebrities 
from the Kannada film fraternity, apart from 
close family and friends, in attendance. 
Kannada superstar Puneet Rajakumar also 
graced the occasion to bless them. For the 
reception, Niveditha Shetty wore a floor-
length wine coloured gown that was perfectly 
complemented by Chandan Shetty, who wore a 
matching vest along with black pants and shirt. 
For the wedding ceremony, the couple wore 
traditional Kannadiga wedding attire. While 
Niveditha wore an orange saree with a green 
blouse, Chandan sported a traditional turban 
along with a white veshti. In an interview with 
the Times of India, Niveditha said that all her 
sartorial wedding choices were made by her 
mother. “I was with my mother while selecting 
dhaare saree and for the reception dress, I and 
Chandan met a designer. 

Former Bigg Boss Kannada 
contestants Chandan Shetty and 
Niveditha Gowda tie the knot

Los Angeles, Agency.  Macaulay Culkin, 
who became famous as a child star for Home 
Alone series, will be featuring in the tenth 
season of Ryan Murphy’s American Horror 
Story. Murphy took to Instagram to share the 
ensemble cast list in the form of short videos 
showing waves crashing on the beach under 
gray skies as various names flash across the 
screen. “#AHSSeason10,” Murphy captioned 
the post. Culkin will star alongside Sarah 
Paulson and Evan Peters, who both are 
coming back to the series after sitting out 
on the ninth season. The tenth edition will 
also feature Kathy Bates, Billie Lourd, Finn 
Wittrock, Lily Rabe, Adina Porter, Leslie 
Grossman and Angelica Ross. “American 
Horror Story”, which Murphy created with 
Brad Fulchuk in 2011, was recently renewed 
for three more seasons by the network FX.

Macaulay Culkin joins 
cast of American Horror 
Story season 10

Los Angeles. Actor Courteney Cox says 
she is “excited” for the HBO Max’s 
Friends reunion as this will the first time 
the cast will sit and reminisce about the 
incredible experience of working on the 
iconic sitcom. Cox, who starred on the 
show alongside Jennifer Aniston, Lisa 
Kudrow, Matt LeBlanc, Matthew Perry 
and David Schwimmer for 10 seasons, 
said the team is going to have the best 
time of their lives while working on the 
upcoming special. “So the exciting thing 
is that we’re all going to get together for 
the first time, in a room, and actually talk 
about the show, and it’s going to be on 
HBO Max, and I’m so excited,” she told 
Kevin Nealon for his webseries.

Courteney Cox on Friends 
reunion special: We’re 

I want to explore my capacity as 
an actor: Abhimanyu Dassani

Mumbai, Agency. 

Abhimanyu Dassani, who made his acting 
debut with Vasan Bala’s Mard Ko Dard 
Nahi Hota, has a variety of films in the 
pipeline and the newcomer says his aim 
is to explore his range as a performer. This 
year, Abhimanyu will feature in two movies 
action entertainer Nikamma with Shirley 
Setia and Shilpa Shetty; and ensemble 
family comedy Aankh Micholi, alongside 
Paresh Rawal, Sharman Joshi and Mrunal 
Thakur. The actor said the two projects are 
completely different. 

“I didn’t take a film till Mard Ko… released 
and so there was a delay in the next film. I 
have been choosy in selecting films. I don’t 
want to be blocked or be put in any box. 
Nikamma is a commercial-action thriller, 
while Aankh Micholi is a family comedy,” 
Abhimanyu told PTI in an interview. The 
actor revealed that he is also working on 
a yet-to-be-titled romantic drama film. “I 
don’t want to do the same kind of films again 
and again. It is important to do different 
films as that’s the enrichment and growth 
an actor can have. More than the genre, I 
want to explore my capacity of what I can 

do and not do,” he added/ He believes today 
there are more opportunities for actors that 
has enabled them to experiment. “Today 
the opportunities are bigger. I am lucky 
to be part of this new age cinema, where 

there is a balance between commercial 
Bollywood cinema and content cinema. 
The opportunities have increased and it is 
great for actors,” he added. In Nikamma, 
Abhimanyu will be doing hardcore action 

and he said he prefers performing it on his 
own stunts. “I love doing action. We have 
incorporated a new kind of stunts. I did 
training in Krav Maga (military self-defence 
and fighting system), it is deadly hand-
to-hand combat, military use. I did that 
workshop for 15 days in Istanbul. I learnt 
the basics too. “I do stunts on my own and 
don’t use a body double. I have grown up 
watching action films of Jackie Chan, Tom 
Cruise and I got to know that they do action 
on their own, I respect them. I want to do it 
that way as it looks natural, real instead of 
looking perfect,” Abhimanyu said. The actor 
is equally excited about Aankh Micholi, 
directed by Umesh Shukla. “This is my first 
comedy film and I did have some doubts 
like will I be able to get it? I got it right and 
Umesh sir is happy with my work.” “I had 
a lot of heart-to-heart conversation with 
Abhishek Banerjee, he is a friend and a 
guide. I have amazing chemistry with him. 
Paresh sir is an institution in himself, the 
way he switches on and off before action is 
amazing. He picks up the comic timing so 
well. The best part is he believes in every 
line that he says, even if it is weird.

Amitabh Bachchan shares photos with 
Ranbir and Alia as he wraps Brahmastra

New Delhi, Agency. 

It’s a wrap for Amitabh Bachchan 
on Ayan Mukerji’s dream project 
Brahmastra, which also stars Alia Bhatt 
and Ranbir Kapoor. Big B took to his 
social media accounts and shared a few 
photos featuring himself with Ranbir, 
Alia and Ayan. While in a photo, he bids 
adieu to Alia, in another, Bachchan can 
be seen exploring his AirPods gifted by 
Ranbir. “… so they tell me its a ‘film wrap’ 
for me on Brahmāstra .. and as is the 
norm the unit applauds and everyone 
embraces and the goodbyes are done .. 
at times they set off some confetti guns 
.. its the done thing they say… really .. 
? sounds more like ‘thank God, good 
riddance’ … good riddance of the actor 
.. had enough of him .. !!!” the 77-year-
old actor wrote as a caption to a picture 
in which he is sharing a warm hug with 
Ayan Mukerji. 

“the morning brings compassionate 
emotional and endearing messages 
from the crew and artists, on the end of 
the shoot with me and how they loved 
my presence .. tearing me up .. early 
morning , but its their gratitude and 
love so I thank them .. and hope we can 

be together again ..” he continued in the 
blog. Amitabh Bachchan also shared a 
photo with Alia Bhatt as he wrote, “… the 
lovely and so full of bright spirit Alia .. 
but not for long she leaves .. the byes and 
back to work…” And lastly, sharing the 
picture with Kapoor, Senior Bachchan 
wrote, “.. a gift of the Apple ear plugs that 
had been left unpacked was initiated 
by the young comp savvy mobile savvy 
young .. as in Ranbir on set .. who sets 
it up for me .. the sound is really good .. 
had seen it on Abhishek and wondered 
.. but it really is good .. thank you …” n 

his blog, Big B also walked down the 
memory lane and told the readers how 
filmmaking has changed over the years. 
He wrote, “how technology has changed 
over the 50 years of my working in this 
film world … the Director was right next 
to the camera, as you performed and 
related to you immediately .. now they 
sit miles away in a separate room or 
cabin , watching through monitors what 
the actor is doing , giving instructions 
on a mike …” Amitabh Bachchan also 
shared some behind-the-scenes photos 
from the sets of Brahmastra.

Why Hank Azaria won’t play Apu on The Simpsons anymore

Mumbai, Agency. 

Filmmaker Dinesh Vijan said the plot of Go Goa Gone 2 will 
centre around aliens, unlike its predecessor which was a comedy 
about zombies. Eros international and Maddock Films recently 
announced the sequel to the 2013 film, which featured an ensemble 
cast of Saif Ali Khan, Kunal Kemmu, Vir Das, Anand Tiwari and 
Puja Gupta. The movie followed three men whose holiday to Goa 
turns out to be a zombie nightmare. Saif played the role of Boris, a 
Russian mobster-turned-zombie hunter, in the Raj Nidimoru and 
Krishna DK-directed film. “The team of Roohi Afzana is writing the 
sequel. The writer came up with the idea and I loved it and then we 
developed it. Eros said let’s announce it and we did. We just need 
to give every actor, who was there in the first part, a little more like 
a 2.0 version and bring something new. Zombie element won’t be 
there, we are doing it with aliens. The world will be similar like 
same emotion, same comic timing, like stoner comedy, but a new 
journey,” Dinesh told PTI. Though the producer hasn’t approached 
the cast for the sequel, he hopes to get the whole team back. “We 
haven’t approached the actors yet. The intend is to get everybody. 
They should be happy and like the role. There will be two new 
additions to the cast – one male and female. It will start by the end 

of the year,” Vijan said. The sequel has a release date of March 2021. 
Besides Go Goa Gone 2, the producer is looking forward to Roohi 
Afzana, which is a follow-up to Vijan’s 2018 horror comedy Stree. 
The filmmaker intends to make a third film in the series Munjha, 
which will be set in the same genre. “When Stree was ready, the 
script of Roohi Afzana was being worked on. Now Roohi Afzana 
will come and script of Munjha is getting ready and then there is 
one more. Then we will do the second part of everything and then 
they will all merge. That’s the idea. Each one of them is bigger than 
the previous one.” “Stree”, featuring Rajkummar Rao, Shraddha 
Kapoor and Pankaj Tripathi, was set in small town of Chanderi, 
Madhya Pradesh, where an evil spirit named Stree abducts men in 
the night during festival season. It was based on the urban legend 
of Nale Ba that went viral in Karnataka in the 1990s. Roohi Afzana, 
which will also feature Rajkummar alongside Janhvi Kapoor and 
Varun Sharma, tells the story of a ghost who abducts brides on 
their honeymoons. It will release on June 5 this year. Talking about 
Munjha, Vijan said, “It is like a legend, it is a naughty ghost and he 
is looking for his bride. It is based on a true legend.” The producer 
said he enjoys exploring the space of horror that is laced with 
comedy. “In horror-comedy, you are afraid but you laugh too. It is 
fun. Horror-comedy universe is the only thing I have for Maddock’s 
future right now. Then I will built one more universe,” he added. 
Vijan is currently awaiting the release of his next production 
Angrezi Medium with Irrfan Khan. The film directed by Homi 
Adajania will come out on March 20.

New Delhi, Agency. 

Anubhav Sinha directorial Thappad earned Rs 3.07 crore at 
the box office on opening day. The film stars Taapsee Pannu 
in the lead role. Trade analyst Taran Adarsh shared on 
Twitter, “#Thappad which started low in morning shows 
gathered speed post noon onwards… Metros especially 

#Delhi, #NCR registered healthy growth towards evening 
and night shows… Occupancy should multiply on Day 2 and 
3… Fri 3.07 cr. #India biz.” 

Written by Sinha and Mrunmayee Lagoo, the film 
stars Taapsee Pannu in the lead role. Thappad deals with 
domestic violence. Taapsee plays a woman who files for 
divorce after her husband publicly slaps her. Pannu was 
last seen in last year’s Saand Ki Aankh. avail Gulati, Ratna 
Pathak Shah and Tanvi Azmi among others are also in the 
film’s cast. Girish Johar earlier told Indianexpress.com, 
“The buzz around the Taapsee Pannu starrer is decent. 
There is a strong undercurrent about it. The response 
from certain special screenings is mindblowing. Now 
it remains to be seen how the audience will accept the 
film.”He added, “The promotion of the film has been pretty 
much focused. It is targeting a limited set of audience since 
it is an issue-based story of an individual. The opening 
of the film will solely depend on word of mouth. Such 
intellectual films need that kind of reviews. I will peg its 
day one collection at Rs 2-3 crores.” Vicky Kaushal starrer 
Bhoot: The Haunted Ship and Ayushmann Khurrana 
starrer Shubh Mangal Zyada Saavdhan, which are still 
running in theatres, are unlikely to affect Thappad’s 
business. Girish Johar said, “Taapsee has a strong fan base 
which will help in getting a decent start to the film at the 
box office. Director Anubhav Sinha has also done some 
great and relevant films (Article 15, Mulk) in the past. So, 
both of them will pull people to theaters.”

Go Goa Gone 2 will have 
aliens, says Dinesh Vijan

Thappad box office collection Day 1: Taapsee 
Pannu starrer earns Rs 3.07 crore
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New Delhi, Agency. 

In the three decades that he has been a voice 
actor on The Simpsons, Hank Azaria has played 
dozens of Springfield’s absurd denizens on that 
long-running animated Fox comedy, including 
the surly bartender Moe, the inept lawman Chief 
Wiggum and the adenoidal bookworm Professor 
Frink.But in recent years, Azaria has become 
irrevocably associated with one Simpsons 
character in particular: Apu, the obliging Indian 
immigrant and proprietor of the town’s Kwik-E-
Mart convenience store. Azaria has played the 
character since his first appearance in 1990, 
but he and the show have faced increasing 
condemnation from audience members who feel 
that Apu is a bigoted caricature.To these critics, 
many of whom are of Indian descent, Apu is a 
servile stereotype. As voiced by Azaria, who is 
white, Apu’s ethnic accent and his catchphrase, 
“Thank you! Come again!”, have become grating 
slurs. Azaria now says that he will no longer 

play Apu on The Simpsons. It is a choice he said 
he made for himself after a yearslong process 
of examining his own feelings and listening to 
others who explained how they had been hurt by 
Apu, who was for years the only depiction of an 
Indian person they saw on TV. “Once I realized 
that that was the way this character was thought 
of, I just didn’t want to participate in it anymore,” 
Azaria told me in a recent interview. “It just 
didn’t feel right.” Even after Azaria reached this 
decision, which he first disclosed to the website 
/Film, questions remain about how Apu will 
be handled going forward on The Simpsons, 
whose producers have been hesitant to address 
the controversy surrounding the character. In 
a statement, the executive producers of The 
Simpsons said: “We respect Hank’s journey 
in regard to Apu. We have granted his wish to 
no longer voice the character.” However, the 
producers did not indicate whether the character 
would continue to appear on the show, as voiced 

by another actor. In their statement, they said: 
“Apu is beloved worldwide. We love him too. Stay 
tuned.” While the fate of Apu is out of Azaria’s 
hands, the actor said he found value in engaging 
with viewers whose arguments he was initially 
reluctant to hear and in coming to understand 

that resistance to hearing them. His experience, 
he said, could be instructive at a time when 
representation remains a fraught topic in popular 
culture and when creators and performers fear 
drastic repercussions if their work is deemed 
out-of-step with contemporary standards. “What 
happened with this character is a window into an 
important issue,” Azaria said. “It’s a good way to 
start the conversation. I can be accountable and 
try to make up for it as best I can.” In his acting 
career, the 55-year-old Azaria has had prominent 
roles in various live-action films (The Birdcage), 
TV dramas (Ray Donovan) and comedies 
(including Friends, Mad About You and his IFC 
series, Brockmire, which begins its final season on 
March 18). He has also worked on The Simpsons 
since its first season, which included the episode 
that introduced Apu as a fussy shopkeeper 
oblivious to the thieving teens in his store. Azaria 
said he based the character’s voice on clerks he 
had heard growing up in New York, who tended 

to be Indian and Pakistani. He said he had also 
drawn inspiration from the 1968 Blake Edwards 
comedy, The Party, in which Peter Sellers wore 
brownface to play a bumbling Indian actor. Azaria 
said that at the time, he had no idea so many 
viewers had come to regard Sellers’ performance 
as racist. n“That represents a real blind spot I 
had,” Azaria said with some disappointment. 
“There I am, joyfully basing a character on what 
was already considered quite upsetting.” Over the 
next 25 years, Apu appeared frequently on The 
Simpsons, sometimes in episodes that mocked 
xenophobia and anti-immigrant attitudes in 
America, and Azaria won multiple Emmy Awards 
for his work on the show. But the character and 
his performance came under increased scrutiny. 
In a 2012 performance on the FX series Totally 
Biased With W. Kamau Bell, comedian Hari 
Kondabolu celebrated the growing number of 
Indian Americans on television while singling out 
Azaria for an obsolete portrayal. 
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