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Hyderabad, Agency.  The Telangana 
government will not start work on the 
National Population Register at present, 
and will move a resolution in the Assembly 
opposing the Citizenship Amendment 
Act (CAA) and appeal to the Centre to 
implement NPR in the old format. The 
state government is of the opinion that the 
NPR in the old format is better than that in 
the new format and will request the same 
of the Centre. On February 16, the state 
cabinet appealed to the Union government 
to not discriminate on the basis of religion 
for according Indian citizenship. It also 
requested that all religions must be treated 
as equal before the law. The state further 
requested the Central government to take 
measures to abrogate the CAA, which 
will lead to discrimination on the basis 
of religion while granting citizenship 
and thereby jeopardising secularism 
as envisaged in the Constitution. Chief 
Minister K Chandrashekar Rao had earlier 
stated that his government will pass a 
resolution in the Assembly opposing the 
CAA. “We are against the CAA. The Centre 
has to withdraw CAA. What will they 
achieve by dividing people? We will not 
implement it…,” he had said.

Telangana govt to not 
begin NPR work, to move 
resolution opposing CAA

Chandigarh, Agency. Two opposition 
parties, SAD and AAP, held a protest 
against the Congress government outside 
the Vidhan Sabha Thursday wearing 
surgical masks stating that it was suffering 
from “Karo na (don’t do) virus”, a pun 
on coronavirus. Taking a swipe at Chief 
Minister Amarinder Singh’s statement 
in the House saying that the promised 
smartphones for the youth of the state 
could not be given in view of Coronavirus 
in China, AAP leaders said it was a mere 
face-saving exercise by the CM. On 
Wednesday, Chief Minister Amarinder 
Singh had said the distribution of free 
smartphones was delayed because of the 
coronavirus outbreak in China. Leader of 
Opposition, Harpal Singh Cheema said it 
was not China which was afflicted with 
a deadly virus, but it was the Amarinder 
government which had been the victim 
of ‘karo na’ virus which had prevented 
it from delivering on its poll promises. 
Kotkapura MLA Kultar Singh Sandhwan 
and Sunam MLA Aman Arora said that 
by going back on its promises that state 
government had disappointed every 
section of society. Cheema said, “The 
Congress grabbed power in 2017 by 
peddling false promises about a complete 
loan waiver but now it was running away 
from the promises made to the farmers 
and farm labour. 

Congress govt in Punjab 
suffering from ‘karo na’ 
virus: Opposition

Chandigarh, Agency. Haryana Power 
Minister Ranjit Chautala stoked a 
controversy Thursday by stating that “riots 
keep happening” and “are part of life”. 
Chautala was speaking to journalists in 
the Haryana Assembly complex about the 
riots in Delhi. He said, “Dekhiye, dange to 
hote rahte hain, pahle bhi hote rahe hain 
(See, riots keep happening, these have been 
taking place earlier too). The entire Delhi 
was burning when (former PM) Indira 
Gandhi was assassinated. These (riots) 
are part of life which keep taking place. 
The government is controlling this matter 
vigilantly and curfew had been imposed at 
all places (in Delhi) yesterday.” Son of former 
Deputy Prime Minister Devi Lal, Ranjit 
Chautala (74) is an Independent MLA from 
Rania constituency of Haryana. 

Riots keep happening, says 
Haryana minister Ranjit Chautala

Kolkata, Agency.   

After Ayushman Bharat Yojana and Pradhan Mantri 
Kisan Samman Nidhi, the West Bengal government on 
Thursday may not implement another Central scheme 
for subsidised foodgrains, ‘One Nation, One Ration Card’, 
because of “differences of opinion”. State Food Minister 
Jyotipriya Mallick said, “We are yet to receive a letter 
from the Centre (on implementation of the scheme). 
We have heard about the scheme and had differences 
of opinion on it…” Under ‘One Nation, One Ration Card’ 
scheme, beneficiaries can buy subsidised foodgrains from 
ration shops in any part of India. The system ensures that 
no poor is deprived of their public distribution system 
(PDS) entitlement. Mallick said, “We started a state 
food security scheme, ‘Khadya Sathi’ (in 2018). We have 

completed the digitisation process of ration cards at a cost 
of Rs 200 crore. Can the Centre give us Rs 200 crore. The 
Centre already owes us Rs 5,000. Once the Centre clears 
the outstanding amount, we will think about joining 
the scheme.” “Under the National Food Security (NFS) 
scheme, the West Bengal government is giving subsidised 
foodgrains to almost 5 crore people. But other than that, 
another 2 crore people, who had been previously excluded 
from the BPL list, are also getting the benefit of NFS. 
Moreover, tea garden workers in Junglemahal and Singur 
are also getting this facility,” said an official from the food 
department. The Central government has give the states 
and union territories time till June 30, 2020 to implement 
the scheme. Ten states Andhra Pradesh, Gujarat, Haryana, 
Jharkhand, Karnataka, Kerala, Maharasthra, Rajasthan, 
Telangana and Tripura  are providing portability of PDS 
entitlements, Food Minister Ram Vilas Paswan had said 
last month. Earlier, the state government had opted out 
of Ayushman Bharat-Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogyo Yojana, 
which provides free health care to the poor, and Pradhan 
Mantri Kisan Samman Niddhi, which gives Rs 6,000 
income support to farmers annually.

‘One Nation, One Ration Card’: 
Bengal may pull out of Centre’s 

scheme on foodgrains

Lucknow, Agency.    

A DAY after they were sent to 
judicial custody, the Rampur district 
administration shifted Samajwadi 
Party MP Azam Khan, his wife and 
party MLA Tanzeen Fatima and son 
Abdullah Azam Khan from the district 
to Sitapur district jail in the early hours 
of Thursday, citing security reasons.
Samajwadi Party chief Akhilesh Yadav, 
along with other party leaders, reached 
Sitapur later in the day and met Azam. 
Rampur District Magistrate Aunjaneya 
Kumar Singh said, “Azam Khan, Abdullah 
and Tanzeen Fatima were shifted to 
Sitapur around 4.30 am on Thursday… It 
was done for security reasons. 

Their home is situated very close to 
the jail in Rampur. Several prisoners in 
the Rampur jail were jailed when Azam 
Khan was a minister. The jail authorities 
had written to the district administration 
that it was not suitable for him to be kept 
in Rampur jail. We could not shift them 
to districts in western UP because these 
are sensitive due to anti-CAA protests. 
The police, too, gave an opinion that 

they should be shifted,” Singh told The 
Indian Express on Thursday afternoon. 
The DM added, “Another reason was that 
Azam had complained in court that his 
and Fatima’s health was not good and 
there are no good hospitals in Rampur. 
Therefore, it was decided to keep him 
near Lucknow, where there are good 
medical facilities. All protocols were 
followed for his transfer.” Samajwadi 
Party chief Akhilesh Yadav reached the 
Sitapur jail around 2 pm and met the 
three for around 15 minutes, said a jail 
official. Asked what they discussed, 
Akhilesh said, “Nobody knows about it 
better than you (the media)… He is being 
targeted as part of a political conspiracy. 
A BJP leader has complained against 
Azam Khan. Will the BJP deny that he 
(complainant) is a BJP leader?”

Azam Khan, wife and son shifted 
to Sitapur jail, Akhilesh visits

New Delhi, Agency. 

US President Donald Trump is learnt to have told 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi that he doesn’t 
intend to mediate between India and Pakistan 
although Pakistan Prime Minister Imran Khan has 
been seeking mediation by the US. This has been one 
of the major takeaways of the bilateral conversation 
between the US President and the Prime Minister on 
Monday and Tuesday. 

A government source privy to the discussions 
said that the US President told Modi that Khan keeps 
pressing him to mediate every time they meet, but 
made it clear that he is not going to do it. Sources 
said that New Delhi understands that the US needs 
Pakistan to fulfill its objectives in Afghanistan, but 
asked it to keep a “close eye” on Pakistan. The Indian 
side is learnt to have conveyed that Washington 
must continue to put pressure on Pakistan in the 
Financial Action Task Force (FATF) and also take 
action against the terror infrastructure in the 
territory under its control. Trump is said to have 
reiterated India’s right to defend itself when faced 
with terrorist attacks. Modi raised the totalisation 
agreement between the two countries. Sources 
said this issue was raised for the first time between 
the two leaders although it has been discussed 
between officials. The totalisation pact is about 

Indian professionals who pay their contribution to 
the social security, but are unable to bring it to India. 
This amount, parked in the US, is to the tune of $12 
billion, sources said. The US President, who was 
apprised of this issue for the first time, “took note” 
of the Indian concerns. According to sources, the US 
side will have to change their laws to have the pact 
signed. Sources said the two leaders also agreed to 
“freeze the negotiations as is where is basis” and 
then convert the negotiated text to a “legal text”. The 
two sides are hoping to have the Phase 1 of the trade 
deal as early as possible, and then work on the “big” 
trade deal. The Indian side also took up the issue of 
H1B visas. Modi, sources said, shared the role of the 
Indian American community and their contribution 
in the US, and the fact that they not only brought 
in tech knowledge and innovation skills, but also 
added democratic values. 

Trump told PM Modi he was asked by 
Imran Khan to mediate but said no

New Delhi, Agency.   

IN ITS first step towards engaging with 
the Taliban, India has decided to send 
its envoy to the signing of the peace pact 
between the US and Taliban in Doha on 
Saturday, according to sources. This is the 
first time that an official representative 
will attend a ceremony where the 
Taliban representatives will be present. 
When Taliban was in power between 
1996 and 2001, India did not recognise it 
diplomatically and officially. Sources said 
India received an “invitation” from Qatar, 
and after deliberations at the highest 
level, the government has decided to 
send India’s Ambassador to Qatar, P 
Kumaran. While the decision is not 
linked to US President Donald Trump’s 
recent visit to India, the signing of the 
pact will have strategic, security and 
political implications for India. 

The matter was discussed by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi and Trump 
during their bilateral meetings. On 
February 21, US Secretary of State 
Mike Pompeo had said the US and 
Taliban would sign a peace agreement 
on February 29, at the end of a week-
long period of reduction in violence 
in Afghanistan. While India has never 
negotiated with the Taliban except 
during the IC-814 hijack in 1999 it was 
part of the Moscow-led talks with the 
Taliban in November 2018, which two 
former Indian diplomats attended as 
“non-official representatives”. Former 
Indian envoy to Afghanistan Amar Sinha 
and former Indian envoy to Pakistan 
T C A Raghavan, both associated 
with government-run think tanks, 
participated in the talks as “observers”.

Though some within the strategic 
establishment have argued for engaging 
with the Taliban who represent the new 
reality the foreign policy establishment 
has so far shied away from doing so. 

With the new US-Taliban deal, India has 
recalibrated its position and taken the 
first step towards engaging with the 
Taliban. Significantly, India’s concerns on 
Afghanistan were “very well reflected” 
in the joint statement issued during 
Trump’s visit. The two sides agreed on a 
common language, which was identical 
to India’s traditional position, and even 
talked about India’s role in development 
and security assistance to Afghanistan. 
Interestingly, while the statement talks 
about Afghan-led and Afghan-owned 
peace process, it does not mention 
Afghan-controlled since the reality is 
that the process is controlled by other 
players, including the US. “India and the 
US share interest in a united, sovereign, 
democratic, inclusive, stable and 
prosperous Afghanistan. They support 
an Afghan-led and Afghan-owned peace 
and reconciliation process that results 
in a sustainable peace; cessation of 
violence; elimination of terrorist safe 
havens; and preservation of the gains 
of the last 18 years. President Trump 
welcomed India’s role in continuing 
to provide development and security 
assistance to help stabilise and provide 
connectivity in Afghanistan,” the joint 

statement said. The last joint statement, 
issued during Modi’s visit to the White 
House in 2017, had said that Trump 
welcomed further Indian contributions 
to promote Afghanistan’s democracy, 
stability, prosperity and security. 
Recognising the importance of their 
respective strategic partnerships with 
Afghanistan, the leaders committed 
to continue close consultations and 
cooperation in support of Afghanistan’s 
future. For New Delhi, the US-Taliban 
deal holds significance given that 
the return of Taliban in Afghanistan 
has harsh memories from the 1990s, 
especially the IC-814 hijack, which 
led to the release of terrorist Masood 
Azhar. Azhar later founded the Jaish-
e-Mohammed, responsible for several 
terrorist attacks, including the attack 
on Parliament in 2001 and the Pulwama 
attack in 2019. New Delhi has kept a 
close watch while the US and Taliban 
negotiators have been meeting for 
the last two years. It has been briefed 
by the US interlocutors, especially US 
special envoy Zalmay Khalilzad who has 
travelled to India several times and met 
External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar at 
the Munich Security Conference recently. 

India, Myanmar ink pact on bus service, developing Rakhine
The two sides on Thursday signed 10 agreements with a focus on socioeconomic development of Myanmar

New Delhi, Agency.

Bus service between Manipur’s Imphal and 
Myanmar’s Mandalay, more Rakhine state 
development programme projects, medical 
radiation equipment for treatment of cancer 
patients, cooperation on petroleum, including 
in refinery, stockpiling, blending and retail 
these are some of the major takeaways as 
visiting Myanmar President U Win Myint 
met Prime Minister Narendra Modi on 
Thursday. The two sides on Thursday signed 
10 agreements with a focus on socioeconomic 
development of Myanmar. 

According to the joint statement, the 
two sides will start coordinated bus service 
between Imphal and Mandalay on April 7. 
Bus operators on both sides have already 
signed the agreement. India’s assistance in 
the construction of Integrated Check Point 
at Tamu, Myanmar, bordering Manipur, will 
also be done. For ease of people-to-people 
movement across the border at Moreh Tamu, 
the two countries signed the Land Border 
Crossing Agreement in 2018, which allowed 
bona fide travellers with valid document to 
cross the border at two international points 

of entry/exit: Moreh-Tamu and Zokhawathar- 
Rih. India will offer medical radiation 
equipment Bhabhatron II for treatment of 
cancer patients, and strengthen cooperation 
in the health sector. The two sides also 
agreed to have government-to-government 
cooperation in petroleum, including in 
refinery, stockpiling, blending and retail. 
They also decided to extend the Quick 
Impact Project schemes to Myanmar. Under 
this, India takes up capacity development 
work in the form of small projects which 

yield quick beneficial results for the local 
people. On the side of governance, India 
will help Myanmar with the project of e-ID 
cards, which is modelled after the Aadhaar 
project. The two sides decided to provide 
more projects to Rakhine State Development 
Programme. India had committed $25 million 
grant assistance to Myanmar over a period of 
five years and phase-I involved completion 
of 250 prefabricated house in Rakhine State. 
The two sides also expressed commitment 
to continue negotiations on various pending 

treaties like Mutual Legal Assistance Treaty 
and Extradition Treaty. India will also support 
establishment of Myanmar’s diplomatic 
academy, and extend National Knowledge 
Network to Myanmar. Win Myint, who arrived 
in India on Wednesday, received a ceremonial 
welcome at Rashtrapati Bhavan. He and 
First Lady Daw Cho Cho were welcomed by 
President Ram Nath Kovind and PM Modi. 
They also reiterated Indo-Pacific concept, 
as both sides agreed to work together to 
promote principles of openness, inclusiveness, 
transparency, respect for international law 
and ASEAN centrality in Indo-Pacific. The 
agreements included an MoU on ‘Cooperation 
for Prevention of Trafficking in Persons; 
Rescue, Recovery, Repatriation and Re-
Integration of Victims of Trafficking’. An 
agreement regarding Indian Grant Assistance 
for Implementation of Quick Impact Projects 
(QIP) was also signed between the two sides. 
Three agreements for development projects 
in the conflict-torn Rakhine state were also 
signed during the president’s visit. The 
Rakhine state has witnessed a lot of violence 
in the past and scores of Rohingyas had fled 
the state facing persecution.

Shift in geopolitics, so India to attend 
signing of Taliban peace pact with US
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Coronavirus: Iran flights cancelled, many 
students among Indians stranded

Police question four Kartarpur 
pilgrims, row in Punjab House

Mumbai, New Delhi, Agency. 

WITH INDIA on Thursday suspending all 
flights from Iran, where the coronavirus 
outbreak has claimed 26 lives so far, many 
Indian students including several medical 
students from Kashmir and pilgrims are 
stranded there. There are roughly 250 
Indian students across Iran, including in 
Tehran, Shiraz and Kish Island. “We want 
to leave the country because our parents 
are really worried. Since flights are getting 
cancelled, the only way out is with the 
help of the Ministry of External Affairs,” 
said a 22-year-old third-year student from 
Kashmir studying at the Tehran University 
of Medical Sciences (TUMS). 

She said the students compiled a 
list of names and emailed it to the MEA 
earlier this week. “Some of our parents 
even approached the MEA in Delhi,” she 
said. Another student, a 21-year-old from 
Kashmir, said classes and exams have 
been postponed for a month-and-a-half. “I 
booked an Air Arabia flight via Sharjah to 
Delhi but the flight was cancelled; another 
flight that I tried to book for next week 
was also cancelled,” he said. “Even direct 
flights are being cancelled, the border to 

Kuwait has been sealed off, and if we have 
to fly via Russia it will cost us at least Rs 
2 lakh.” Students said they contacted the 
Embassy of India in Tehran. “We were told 
that since it is not an emergency situation 
as yet, the Embassy cannot help us,” said 
a student. In an advisory on Tuesday, the 
Indian Embassy in Tehran noted: “We are 
closely monitoring the evolving situation 
in Iran. All Indian nationals should observe 
advisories issued by Iranian authorities 
and World Health Organisation. All 
Indian nationals are requested to observe 
necessary hygiene sanitation measures, 
including wearing masks, and avoid going 
to crowded places and public gatherings. It 
is important that you remain calm, maintain 

caution and not fall prey to rumours.” 
Many students said they were under self-
quarantine and expressed concern over 
the shortage of N-95 masks and sanitisers 
some said they were using a double layer 
of surgical masks to protect themselves. 
Meanwhile, the TUMS administration, 
in a letter on Wednesday, appealed to 
the Indian Ambassador to Iran to make 
arrangements to facilitate the return of 159 
students to India. “…I would like to inform 
you that based on the request of TUMS 
Indian students and given the upcoming 
(Nowruz) holidays and the cancellation of 
classes and exams ahead, if possible please 
make necessary cooperation to provide or 
facilitate the process of Indian students’ 

return to India,” it said. At the TUMS campus 
in Kish Island, a 22-year-old student, also 
from Kashmir, said many tourists head to 
the island during the Nowruz holidays. 
“Right now, none of the places have been 
quarantined. Our university has been really 
helpful and is providing us with food and 
doctors on call,” a student said.

Another student said while they 
were all in good health for now, he was 
“afraid that once this virus gets into any 
of the dormitories, it will spare no one”. 
Meanwhile, groups of pilgrims are among 
those stranded in Iran. “Our flight from 
Tehran to Mumbai was scheduled for 
Friday, 6.45 am. It has been cancelled. My 
father is a heart patient and suffers from 
paralysis. I only got his medicines for 10 
days. We don’t know how we will manage,” 
said Kesar Tabassum, from Nagpur. She is 
also accompanied by her mother, who is 
wheelchair-bound. “The Embassy officials 
said the Iran government is not allowing us 
to exit. The Iran Air officials said India has 
refused entry,” she said. Another pilgrim, 
Inam Raza from Uttar Pradesh, said he was 
with 11 others. “I am on a train to Tehran. 
From the station, we were supposed to 
catch a bus to the airport. 

New Delhi. , Agency.

Cirium the world’s leading authority on 
airline on-time performance analysed a 
mind-boggling 3.5 crore departure and 
arrival of flights to arrive at their findings 
for ‘On-Time Performance Review 2019’. 
According to Cirium, GoAir is the only 
airline from India to have made it to the list 
of top 10 most punctual airlines in Asia-
Pacific region with average OTP of 76.94% 
in 2019. Cirium tracks around 30 lakh 
flights per month using 600 global sources 

and covers over 97% of scheduled flights 
worldwide and more than 80% of tracked 
flights, including almost every airline in 
the world. Cirium’s On-Time Performance 
(OTP) ranking is another feather in GoAir’s 
cap, close on the heels of ‘Best On-time 
Performance’ for 15 months in a row as 
per the Directorate General of Civil Aviation 
(DGCA) data. GoAir has done the Ministry 
of Civil Aviation (MoCA), DGCA and Indian 
Civil Aviation industry proud once again 
with its operational excellence and best-in-
class services.

Patna, Agency.

Days after the Bihar Assembly passed resolutions to not 
implement the National Register of Citizens (NRC) in the state and 
to implement the National Population Register (NPR) in its 2010 
format, CPI leader and former JNU Students’ Union president 
Kanhaiya Kumar on Thursday demanded that Chief Minister 
Nitish Kumar withdraw the gazette notification on NPR. Kanhaiya 
had started a statewide tour under the banner of Joint Forum 
Against NPR-CAA-NRC on January 30 and held public meetings in 
all districts. On Thursday, his tour culminated in a meeting at Patna 
where he shared stage with Congress MLAs Awadhesh Singh and 
Shakil Ahmed Khan, great-grandson of Mahatma Gandhi Tushar 
Gandhi, Narmada Bachao 
Andolan leader Medha Patkar 
and former IAS officer Kannan 
Gopinathan, among others. 
Addressing the gathering, 
Kanhaiya targeted the BJP on 
issues such as unemployment 
and farmers’ distress. “Hume 
chahiye rozgar, nahi chahiye 
NPR,” he said. “What is the 
need of pro-CAA rally when the CAA is a law? They are seeking 
polarisation… Do you know most of those killed in Delhi were 
migrant labourers from Bihar and UP? Do not see their religion, 
they were doing the same thing to earn their livelihood outside 
their states,” said Kanhaiya. Hailing the Bihar Chief Minister for 
getting passed in the Assembly a resolution for NPR in the old 
format, he said the state government should also withdraw the 
gazette notification in this regard. “Let me make it clear that 
this rally is not for a leader. I am not in support of any particular 
community as NPR-NRC-CAA would hurt the poor from all 
religions. It would hurt Kamrans as much as Kanhaiyas and the 
ones in burqas and veils alike,” said Kanhaiya.

 Chandigarh, Agency. 

The Punjab Vidhan Sabha witnessed an uproar 
Thursday over the questioning of four Sikh 
pilgrims by the Gurdaspur police after their 
return from Gurdwara Kartarpur Sahib in 
Pakistan. Linking the development to DGP 
Dinkar Gupta’s recent comments on Kartarpur 
Corridor, SAD and AAP MLAs accused the state 
government of deliberately browbeating Sikh 
devotees and demanded that Chief Minister 
Amarinder Singh, who was not present in the 
House, should make a statement on the matter. 
Later, SAD and AAP MLAs stormed the Well 
of the House in protest separately, and staged 
walk outs. Raising the issue, SAD MLA Sharanjit 
Singh Dhillon said that the Punjab Police has 
now started questioning people who are going 
to Kartarpur. 

“People are saying that the police said that 
you are a terrorist since you went to Kartarpur. 
The police is saying that this is being done 
on the instructions of higher authorities,” 
said Dhillon. Jails and Cooperation Minister 
Sukhjinder Singh Randhawa intervened at 
this stage and said that the Gurdaspur police 
had acted on an input received from the 
Intelligence Bureau (IB). “I spoke to the SSP, 
Gurdaspur, this morning. He told me that a 
letter had been received by him from an IB 
official which asked the police to investigate 
these people,” said Randhawa. He added that 
the February 17 letter should be called for and 
placed before the House. AAP MLA Kultar Singh 

Sandhwan said that it was sad to see that there 
was no reaction from the treasury benches on a 
development of this magnitude. “The DGP has 
not apologised. He has made fun of you. It is 
shameful to trouble the devotees. I immediately 
move a resolution which must be passed by 
the House. I propose that the House rejects the 
apology given by the DGP Dinkar Gupta,” said 
Sandhwan. Intervening in the discussion, the 
Speaker Rana K P Singh said, “This is a very 
serious matter. It should be ensured that such 
incidents do not happen.” SAD leader Bikram 
Singh Majithia said that the SSP Gurdaspur 
and the concerned SHO should be suspended 
and dismissed from service. The Jails Minister, 
who read out the contents of the letter sent by 
the IB and took names of four Sikh youth who 
were to questioned by the police, said that the 
state government will take strict action against 
the SSP and the SHO if they are found at fault. 
“If SSP is to be blamed then the government 
should take action against him,” he said. Leader 
of Opposition Harpal Singh Cheema termed this 
development as a move by the DGP to spoil the 
atmosphere of brotherhood in Punjab.

Hyderabad, Agency. 

Staff at several public hospitals were diverting 
patients to private hospitals and diagnostic centres 
for treatment and tests, according to officials 
of the Andhra Andhra Pradesh Anti-Corruption 
Bureau (ACB), which raided 39 public health 
facilities, including 13 government hospitals and 
22 primary and community health centres, across 
13 districts of the state on Thursday. 

The ACB teams also found glaring discrepancies 
and absenteeism at several health facilities. 
“The ACB raids today revealed that government 
hospitals are rotting in Andhra Pradesh but it is 
the doing of doctors, nurses, paramedical staff 
and employees hired on temporary basis who 
are ensuring that private hospitals benefit from 
this mess,” said a top government official who 
directed the raids. At the Srikakulam government 
hospital, an employee hired on contract basis 
to guide patients to various doctors was found 
to be directing them to a local private hospital. 
“Patients who were admitted told us that proper 
food was not being given to them. An attendant 
who was hired on contract basis was found to be 
diverting patients who were asked to get blood 
tests done at the nearby SRL Medical Centre in 

which he had a stake, and they were fleecing the 
patients to get the tests done,” an official said. At 
the NTR Hospital at Anakapalle in Visakhapatnam 
district, ACB officials found misappropriation in 
medicines and food supplies for breakfast. “The 
healthcare scheme was also being misused at 
Vizianagaram government hospital. 

While the register showed seven in-patients 
of Arogysri, they were not present in the 
hospital at the time of the raid. There is only 
one driver for two ambulances but for several 
trips both ambulances have been shown to 
be driven by the same driver. This has been 
done to fraudulently claim money,” an official 
said. At the Government Area Hospital at 
Jangareddygudem in West Godavari, the ACB 
found that the doctors, nursing superintendent 

and head nurse were not present but were 
shown as signed in. Due to the absence of senior 
hospital management staff, lunch was served to 
patients only after 1.30 pm though the hospital 
manual says it should be served between 12 pm 
to 12.30 pm. At the Government Area Hospital 
at Gudivada in Krishna District, ACB officials 
found that the prescribed diet was not being 
given to the patients. “The significant find was 
that an ambulance (AP 29U5965) which was 
not in use and was condemned was being cited 
by the hospital to claim Rs 4,13,996 from July 
2019 to February 1, 2020, as salary for a non-
existent driver,” an official said. At the Guntur 
Hospital, the ACB found that the hospital 
had claimed that 23 security personnel were 
hired from a private agency but only five were 
working. “The most significant revelation was 
that none of the government hospitals were 
maintaining medicine purchase bills, stock 
registers, medicines issue vouchers, doctors 
and para-medical staff attendance registers,” a 
top ACB official said. “In seven of the 13 district 
hospitals, we found that some of the ambulances 
were not in running condition but the hospitals 
were drawing salaries for the drivers and 
maintenance charges for the defunct vehicles. 

ACB raids Andhra hospitals, finds patients diverted to private facilities

Ludhiana: Youth held for vehicle theft dies 
in judicial custody, kin allege torture

Kanhaiya Kumar says Bihar govt 
should withdraw NPR notification

n  Cirium is the world’s 
leading authority on airline 
on-time performance

n  GoAir is the only Indian airline 
to be featured in ‘top 10 airlines 
with best OTP’ in ‘On-Time 
Performance Review 2019’

UK’s Cirium analyzed 35 million flights 
to rank GoAir 10th most punctual 

airline in Asia-Pacific region

Mumbai, Agency. 

The father of a victim of the 2008 Malegaon 
blast has approached the Supreme Court, 
seeking that the tenure of the special judge 
conducting the trial be extended. Special 
Judge Vinod S Padalkar, who is presiding 
over the ongoing trial designated under 
the National Investigation Agency (NIA) 
Act, will be retiring on February 29. The 
petition before the Supreme Court was 
filed by Nisar Ahmed Sayed Bilal, a 60-year-
old resident of Malegaon, who lost his son 
in the blast. The petition states that there is 
an apprehension that the retirement of the current judge would delay the trial as he is “fully 
conversant” with records of the case. It says that the delay in completion of the trial, which 
is pending since the last 12 years, is a violation of his fundamental right. The petition further 
says that for the past one year, nearly 140 witnesses have been examined and the case has 
picked up pace. The Centre, through a notification of the Ministry of Home Affairs issued 
on April 18, 2018, had appointed Judge Padalkar to preside over the special court on the 
recommendation of the Chief Justice of the Bombay High Court. The petition also said that a 
letter was written to the Chief Justice requesting for an extension to the tenure but there was 
no development on the front. A day after the special court directed that the accused should 
comply with its earlier order directing them to remain present before it at least once a week, 
BJP MP Pragya Singh Thakur appeared before the court. Thakur, who came from Bhopal on 
Thursday afternoon, marked her attendance and left within a few minutes. 

Man who lost his son in 2008 Malegaon blast 
urges SC to extend tenure of trial judge

Ludhiana, Agency. 

FOUR DAYS after he was arrested by Ludhiana 
police for alleged vehicle theft, a 26-year-old 
man died in judicial custody late Wednesday. 
His family claimed he died of grievous injuries 
while being tortured at Ludhiana Central Jail. 
Police said a judicial probe has been ordered in 
the case.The deceased was identified as Deepak 
Shukla (26) of Mandi Ahmedgarh. 

Police said he was arrested on February 
22 in a vehicle theft case and an FIR was 
registered against him at division number 5 
police station. He was sent to two days’ police 
remand and on February 24, the court sent him 
to judicial remand. On Wednesday, his condition 
deteriorated and he was taken to Civil Hospital, 
but was declared dead on arrival. Deepak’s 
family has alleged that he was brutally assaulted 
in prison, and that when they had met him in 
jail on Wednesday, he wasn’t even able to walk 
properly. Rajesh, Deepak’s uncle, also alleged 
that the FIR lodged against him was false. He 
claimed that Deepak had purchased a car via 
an online portal but police had claimed it was 

a stolen vehicle. He further alleged that Deepak 
was “illegally detained” at Kochhar Market 
police post since February 11 and it was only on 
February 14 that his wife Preeti got a call from 
police that he had been detained. He claimed that 
ASI Jaskaran Singh, posted at Kochhar Market 
police post, had demanded a bribe of Rs 1.25 lakh 

to release Deepak. “We gave Rs 25,000 to ASI but 
he still did not release Deepak and registered FIR 
against him only on February 22. Court sent him 
in judicial remand on February 24 but he was 
taken to jail only on February 25. On Wednesday 
morning, hours after we met him in jail, we 
received a call that he had died and his body was 
in Civil Hospital. When we met him yesterday 
in jail, he wasn’t even able to walk properly. He 
also asked us to file a complaint in court that 
he was tortured,” said Rajesh. ACP (Civil Lines) 
Jatinder Singh said Deepak was booked for 
allegedly stealing three cars and two motorbikes, 
adding that the deceased was part of a ‘vehicle 
lifting gang’. “He was sent in judicial remand on 
February 24 but paperwork was completed too 
late and the main doors of the jail were closed. 
So we had to return and took him again to jail 
on February 25. He was dropped at the jail only 
after proper medical check-up and he was fine 
till then. A judicial probe has been marked in the 
case. Autopsy report will reveal cause of death,” 
said the ACP, adding that the family’s allegations 
of the ASI taking bribe will also be investigated.

Chandigarh, Agency. 

Deeming the violence occurring in the national capital as the most recent in 
a chain of various “communal genocides” carried out by “fascist regimes”, 
left leaning student outfits from the city gathered at Panjab University’s 
(PU) student centre to conduct a “People’s March Against Fascism”, 
marking the death anniversary of freedom fighter Chandra Shekhar 
Azaad. Apart from left leaning groups such as Students’ for Society (SFS), 
Lok Ekta Manch and Bekhauf Azaadi, the march was organised by civil 
society members and activists such as advocate RS Bains and Professor 
Manjit Singh. Before students began addressing the gathered crowd, they 
set up a display next to the student centre building, delineating a timeline 
of oppressive violence carried out by “fascist forces”. “Like our home 
minister said, we also are saying ‘aap chronology samjhiye’. 

This display gives information on a chronologically assembled series 
of events which mark the development of fascism. It traces Nazi Germany 
to the gruesome violence that has been committed in Delhi in the past 
few days,” said Kannupriya, former President of the PU Campus Students’ 
Council and member of SFS party. “What is happening in Delhi right now is 
a culmination of the genocidal instincts of our ruling regime. Everyone has 
been calling it a riot, but it is not just simply a riot, it is a communally inclined 
genocide, just like the one that occurred during the Sikh Riots in 1984 and 
the Godhra massacre in 2002,” said Hassanpreet, a student leader from 
SFS, adding, “Until now, though more than 35 people have reportedly died 
in the violence, only 11 people have an FIR against them. Furthermore, 
the only person arrested for the violence is a Muslim man. This is clearly 

communalist targeting, it is not simply just a riot.” Apart from the violence 
in Delhi, students chanted slogans in solidarity with those suffering due 
to the conflict and oppression in the state of Kashmir. Furthermore, the 
students chanted slogans stating, “We remember Kashmir, we have not 
forgotten Assam, and we will remember what happened in Gujarat.” Apart 
from the violence in Delhi, the organisers claimed that the march is part 
of the ongoing anti-CAA protests. The organisers also claimed that their 
protest was against the privatisation of health and education, rampant 
unemployment and ‘contractualisation of jobs’.

Panjab University students raise 
voice against Delhi violence

opensearch
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Delhi violence: High Court gave Police one 
day to file hate FIRs, now gives it a month

Vijay Kumar, New Delhi 

A day after it was directed by a 
Delhi High Court bench headed by 
Justice S Muralidhar to register FIRs 
against four BJP leaders and others 
who made hate speeches in the 
run-up to the communal violence 
in northeast Delhi, the Delhi Police 
and the Centre, which was made an 
impleader Thursday, repeated their 
claim that the “prevailing situation” 
was not “conducive” to lodge the 
FIRs. The bench of Chief Justice D N 
Patel, accepting their submission, 
adjourned the hearing until April 13, 
in the process granting police a four-
week breather. In CJ Patel’s absence 
Wednesday, the matter was listed 
before the bench of Justice Muralidhar 
who, questioning the conduct of police 
and making it listen to video clips of 
the hate speeches, had ordered that a 
decision on FIRs be taken by Thursday 
and the court duly informed. 

Late Wednesday, the government 
notified the transfer of Justice 
Muralidhar to the Punjab and Haryana 
High Court. Justice Muralidhar’s bench 

had pulled up Solicitor General Tushar 
Mehta, telling him: “You say that it is 
not an appropriate stage. As per you, 
when will it be that stage? After the 
city has burnt down? How many more 
lives have to be lost?… Why are you 
not showing alacrity when it comes 
to registration of FIR in these cases? 
We want peace to prevail. This city 
has seen enough violence. Let it not 
repeat 1984.” On Thursday, as the 
death toll in the violence climbed to 
38, the Delhi Police announced it had 
constituted two special investigation 
teams of the Crime Branch to 
investigate the incidents. FIRs relating 
to arson and violence in the northeast 
district were transferred to the SITs. 
On Thursday, as the death toll in the 

violence climbed to 38, the Delhi 
Police announced it had constituted 
two special investigation teams of 
the Crime Branch to investigate the 
incidents. FIRs relating to arson and 
violence in the northeast district were 
transferred to the SITs. 

The bench of Chief Justice Patel 
and Justice C Hari Shankar granted the 
Centre four weeks to file a counter-
affidavit to the plea by activists 
Harsh Mander and Farah Naqvi on 
registration of FIRs against BJP leaders 
Kapil Mishra, Anurag Thakur, Parvesh 
Sahib Singh and Abhay Verma and 
others over their hate speeches. Unlike 
Wednesday, when Justices Muralidhar 
and Talwant Singh questioned the 
Solicitor General repeatedly over the 
delay in lodging FIRs and had video 
clips of the hate speeches played 
in open court with proceedings 
lasting through the day, the hearing 
Thursday was over in less than an 
hour. The packed court room only 
heard submissions of the petitioners, 
Solicitor General Mehta and the 
counsel for the Delhi government.

New Delhi Correspondent. 

Two special investigation teams (SIT) of the Crime Branch 
have been formed to investigate the cases of arson and 
violence in northeast Delhi since Sunday evening that 
has left 38 dead and over 200 injured so far. Till now, 48 
FIRs have been filed and more than 500 people have been 

detained or arrested even as 7,000 paramilitary personnel 
have been deployed to maintain calm, the Ministry of Home 
Affairs said on Thursday. At least 82 people sustained 
gunshot wounds during the violence in the northeastern 
part of the national capital over the last three days, The 
Indian Express has learnt. Aam Aadmi Party councillor 
Tahir Hussain, on the other hand, has been booked in 
connection with the killing of Intelligence Bureau staffer 
Ankit Sharma, whose body was pulled out of a drain on 
Wednesday. Meanwhile, the Delhi High Court on Thursday 
granted the Centre four weeks to file a counter-affidavit 
to the plea by activists Harsh Mander and Farah Naqvi 
seeking registration of FIRs against BJP leaders Kapil 
Mishra, Anurag Thakur, Parvesh Sahib Singh and Abhay 
Verma and others over their hate speeches.

S N Srivastava replaces Amulya 
Patnaik as police commissioner

New Delhi Correspondent. 

The NIA is close to a breakthrough in the 
Pulwama attack case, the agency claimed on 
Thursday. It also clarified that it had found no 
evidence against Yousuf Chopan, one of seven 
over ground workers arrested in connection 
with a terror case, and that this man was not 
linked to the Pulwama case. “In the Pulwama 
attack Case… in which 40 CRPF personnel 
were killed in the suicide attack, significant 
leads have emerged and a breakthrough in the 
case is expected shortly,” a statement by the 
agency said. 

The statement from the agency came in 
the wake of reports that a special court had 
granted bail to an accused in the Pulwama 
attack case. Raising the issue, the Congress 
said it was an “insult” to the security personnel killed 
in the terror attack and demanded Home Minister Amit 
Shah’s resignation. The Pulwama case has been stuck 
for several months now as all the identified accused are 
either dead or in Pakistan. Even though NIA identified 
the attacker and traced the car used in the attack to its 
owner, it could not move beyond as the attacker died in 
the suicide attack and his local handler and car owner 
were killed in an encounter. Meanwhile, the NIA said it 
had found no evidence against one of seven overground 
workers arrested in connection with a terror case, 
who has now been granted bail. Chopan was arrested 
along with six others in the case. Two more accused 

were killed in an encounter. One of them, Mudassir 
Ahmed Khan, was alleged to have been involved in the 
Pulwama attack. “During the investigation in the JeM 
conspiracy case, seven Over Ground Workers (OGWs) 
were arrested. However, out of which six accused were 
chargesheeted in two chargesheets and Yousuf Chopan 
was not chargesheeted due to inadequate evidence. As 
such he has been granted default bail by Spl. NIA Court 
New Delhi on 18.02.2020 and he has been sent back to 
Kot Bhalwal Jail Jammu under Public Safety Act by the 
order of DM Pulwama. Needless to say, NIA follows the 
policy of fairest possible investigation, “ NIA said in a 
statement.

Close to breakthrough in Pulwama attack case : NIA

Chanchal Singh, New Delhi

With three mosques being targeted during the 
violence, a group of men from both communities 
have got together to prevent retaliatory attacks 
on Shiv Temple in Babu Nagar in Old Mustafabad, 
keeping watch 24×7. Mohd Haseen (24), a 
BA student of Delhi University’s Deshbandhu 
College, is among those who have been making 
sure communal tension in adjoining areas 
doesn’t spread to their locality. “At any given 
time, we make sure there are enough people to 
deal with a mob if it comes this side. 

There is a lot of brotherhood and 
camaraderie in our area, and we don’t want it to 
be ruined at any cost,” he said. Kamruddin (52), 
who supplies snacks to tea shops and lives just a 
stone’s throw away from the temple, is also part 
of the group of men that keeps vigil. “It has been 
many years that we have been staying here, and 
we never expected that such riots could take 
place. It is important now more than ever to 
safeguard insaaniyat (humanity). Our mosques 

were burnt but we won’t let anyone destroy 
temples,” he said. Haseen said that those 
living next to temples take turns to make sure 
someone is keeping watch even at night. “Even 
on the days when violence took place in nearby 
areas, we made sure our lanes are not affected. 
Both communities made their own small teams 
with lathis in hand, and pushed away their own 

if they tried to create trouble,” he 
said. Reena (52), the caretaker 
of the temple, said to be at least 
30-35 years old, said she has 
such trust in locals, that she 
even hands them the keys of the 
temple, in case of an emergency. 
Reena conducts pooja twice a day 
in absence of a pandit, and is also 
responsible for its caretaking. 
“They are our own people. Even 
now I haven’t been to the temple 
for the past few days, but I trust 
that they will make sure no harm 
comes to it. We are all part of a 

family and have been living as one, why will 
it change now? There may be different names 
for our gods, but ultimately he is the same,” she 
said. Despite hers being among the very few 
Hindu houses in a largely Muslim-dominated 
street, she said she felt secure. “There is a lot of 
love between everyone here, and I’m sure it will 
remain,” said Reena.

Delhi violence: In Old Mustafabad, beliefs 
blur as residents unite to protect temple

India rejects criticism from US panel, OIC
Mukesh Kumar Thakur, New Delhi. 

As a possible US Presidential candidate 
from the Democratic Party, chair of the 
US House Foreign Affairs committee, a 
US Congress advisory body on religious 
freedom, and the Organisation of Islamic 
Cooperation criticised the violence and 
riots in Delhi, India on Monday retorted 
sharply and called these “factually 
incorrect” and “misleading” statements, and 
urged that such “irresponsible comments 
are not made at this sensitive time”. The 
Ministry of External Affairs’ (MEA) official 
spokesperson, Raveesh Kumar, said, “We 
have seen comments made by USCIRF 
(United States Commission on International 
Religious Freedom), sections of the media 
and a few individuals regarding recent 
incidents of violence in Delhi. 

These are factually inaccurate and 
misleading, and appear to be aimed at 
politicising the issue.” Stressing that 
law enforcement agencies are working 
on the ground to “prevent violence and 
ensure restoration of confidence and 
normalcy”, that senior representatives 
of the government have been involved in 
that process, and that the Prime Minister 
has publicly appealed for peace, Kumar 
said, “We would urge that irresponsible 
comments are not made at this sensitive 
time.” While US Congressmen and other 
organisations slammed the government, 

the US administration gave a more nuanced 
statement. US Assistant Secretary for South 
and Central Asia, Alice G Wells, said, “Our 
hearts go out to the families of the deceased 
and injured in New Delhi. We echo PM 
Narendra Modi’s call for calm and normalcy 
and urge all parties to maintain peace, 
refrain from violence, and respect the right 
of peaceful assembly.” Earlier in the day, 
Democratic Party Presidential candidate 
Bernie Sanders tweeted, “Over 200 million 
Muslims call India home. Widespread 
anti-Muslim mob violence has killed at 
least 27 and injured many more…This is a 
failure of leadership on human rights.” US 

House Foreign Affairs Committee chairman 
Eliot Engel a Democrat  tweeted, “Deeply 
troubled by the deaths from the communal 
violence in India over the past couple of 
days. The right to protest is a key aspect in 
democracy, but they must remain peaceful 
and police must ensure the safety of all.” 
In a fresh statement, USCIRF, an advisory 
body to the US Congress, expressed “grave 
concern” over the ongoing violence taking 
place in Delhi. It stated, “So far, more than 
20 people have been killed in the violence 
and close to 200 injured. According to 
reports, several mosques have also been 
set alight or vandalized. Many Muslim 

residents have been forced to flee…” “The 
brutal and unchecked violence growing 
across Delhi cannot continue,” USCIRF 
Commissioner Anurima Bhargava said. 

“The Indian government must take 
swift action to ensure safety of all of its 
citizens. Instead, reports are mounting 
that the Delhi police have not intervened 
in violent attacks against Muslims, and 
the government is failing in its duty to 
protect its citizens…” USCIRF Chair Tony 
Perkins said, “The ongoing violence we 
are witnessing in Delhi and the reported 
attacks against Muslims, their homes and 
shops, and their houses of worship, are 
greatly disturbing. One of the essential 
duties of any responsible government 
is to provide protection and physical 
security for its citizens, regardless of faith. 
We urge the Indian government to take 
serious efforts to protect Muslims and 
others targeted by mob violence.” In its 
2019 Annual Report, USCIRF classified 
India as a “Tier 2” country for engaging in 
or tolerating religious freedom violations 
that meet at least one of the elements 
of the “systematic, ongoing, egregious 
standard for designations as a “country of 
particular concern under the International 
Religious Freedom Act. The Organisation 
of Islamic Cooperation condemned the 
“recent and alarming violence against 
Muslims in India…”

New Delhi Correspondent. 

Delhi Police has registered an FIR under IPC 
Sections 302 (murder) and 201 (causing 
disappearance of evidence) against AAP 
councillor Tahir Hussain in connection with 
the killing of Intelligence Bureau staffer Ankit 
Sharma, whose body was pulled out of a drain 
in northeast Delhi Wednesday. The FIR, which 
was registered Thursday at Dayalpur police 
station, was based on allegations by 25-year-
old Sharma’s family that Hussain was linked 
to the incident. In the complaint, Ankit ‘s 
father Ravinder Sharma said that Hussain 
had assembled goons at his residence, who 
were firing guns and throwing petrol bombs 
from the rooftop. He said, “On Tuesday, Ankit 
came back home but left around 5 pm to buy 
groceries. When he did not return, we started 
looking for him at different police stations 
and hospitals. We couldn’t find him and filed 
a missing report. Later, a neighbour told me 
that he saw Ankit with a friend. We went to his 
place and asked about Ankit. He told us that 
there were rumours that a man was beaten 
to death near Chand Bagh bridge and his body was 
dumped in a drain.” The family informed police after 
which local divers were deployed to find the body. The 
divers pulled out a body that was identified by Ankit’s 
family. His father said that there were multiple stab 
wounds on his son’s face, head, back and chest. The 
family has mentioned in the FIR that it was Tahir and 
his goons, who Killed Ankit near the Chand Bagh bridge. 
While police said that a probe is underway, Hussain 
denied the allegations and demanded a “thorough 
investigation”. AAP, meanwhile, announced that Hussain 
has been suspended from the party. 

Sharma had ventured out of his home Tuesday 
night and headed towards the Chand Bagh locality, 
but never made it back. Doctors at GTB Hospital said 
Sharma had been stabbed several times. Asked about 
the allegations against Hussain, Delhi Chief Minister 
Arvind Kejriwal said: “Take strict action against him 
(Hussain). Police is not under me or I would have. 
Be it people from AAP, BJP or Congress, those who 
fanned the communal fire, those who orchestrated 
riots, should all be punished even if it is someone 
from my Cabinet. If he is from AAP, give him double 
the punishment.” Speaking to reporters Thursday, 
Hussain said: “I am very sad to hear about the death 
of IB officer Ankit Sharma. He should get justice. I 
am not involved in this incident. There should be a 
thorough investigation of this matter.” Police also 
claimed to have found a cache of petrol bombs and 
cement packets filled with bricks from the office of 
Hussain in Mustafabad Thursday morning. But AAP’s 
Okhla MLA, Amanatullah Khan, tweeted that Hussain 
“is innocent”. “BJP is trying to save its own leaders by 
framing him in a false case,” Khan claimed. Speaking to 
The Indian Express Tuesday, when the allegations had 
first surfaced, Hussain had said: “They (rioters) pelted 

stones from the road and other tall buildings too. This 
was around 2-2.30 pm on Monday, and when people 
saw this, they forcefully entered our house and went 
to the terrace.” He had claimed that he went inside 
his house on the ground floor, behind his office, and 
hid there with his wife and three children. “A group 
of people tried breaking the gate of the house and we 
tried physically blocking it but they succeeded. I called 
the police several times and they helped us get out… 
We walked till we reached the house of a person we 
knew a few lanes away in Chand Bagh… We are staying 
there,” he had claimed. Hussain had also claimed that 
he sought police security since his house is on the main 
road and “an easy target” as he is an AAP member. 
“Police personnel stood guard outside our house till 
Tuesday 4 pm but left again… I don’t know why they 
did that because the riot started again,” he said. Senior 
officers visited the building Thursday morning for a 
“crime scene investigation”. At the site, police sources 
claimed the team found a liquid substance wrapped in 
several polyethene packets on the second floor, crates 
filled with petrol bombs on the second floor, cement 
packets filled with bricks and a lone slingshot on the 
terrace. Two eyewitnesses told The Indian Express 
that they saw Ankit being caught by a mob Tuesday. 
Pradeep Verma, the parking manager of a building 
adjacent to Hussain’s office, claimed: “When the mob 
attacked we ran. I saw Ankit, he was waving his hands 
in the air. Then they beat him.” Another eyewitness, 
Rahul, a neighbour, claimed: “I was going to get milk 
when the mob started pelting stones. I saw Ankit 
getting dragged. We could not do anything to save 
him.” Police said they are also looking into purported 
videos showing Hussain atop a building with smoke 
and fire in the background. In the video, he is heard 
saying that the main gate of his house has been broken 
and people have forcefully entered.

IB staffer’s killing: AAP councillor 
Tahir Hussain booked, CM Kejriwal 

says take strict action

MoU inked for developing 
ghats in Badrinath, Gangotri
New Delhi Correspondent. A Memorandum 
of Understanding (MoU) has been signed 
between the National Mission for Clean Ganga 
(NMCG), the State Program Management 
G r o u p - U t t a r a k h a n d 
(SPMG) and the Indorama 
Charitable Trust for 
development of the ghat 
at Badrinath and ghats 
and crematoriums at 
Gangotri at a total cost of 
Rs 26.64 crore. The MoU 
was signed in the presence 
of Jal Shakti Minister 
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat, 
Secretary, Department 
of Water Resources, 
River Development and 
Ganga Rejuvenation, U P 
Singh, Director General, 
NMCG, Rajiv Ranjan 
Mishra, Executive Director 
(Finance), NMCG, Rozy 
Agarwal and other seniors 
officials of the ministry 
and NMCG. The MoU was 
signed by Ashok Kumar 

Singh, Executive Director, NMCG; Rajeev 
Kshetrapal, Director, Indorama Industries, 
and trust member of Indorama Charitable 
Trust and Uday Raj Singh.

General public is hereby informed that theproperty No.-
585A/6 Govindpuri Kalka Ji, New Delhi-110019, anda open
plot situated in under red line area Sangam Vihar Batra-
110062And in Punjab the residential property of house and
open plot in under red line area, at village Dalla, Tehs-
Phillaur, Dist- Jalandhar belongs to Darshan Lal S/o Daulat
Ram. Hadbast no.-62 ,khewat no.-172/171, khatauni no.-
231 village Dalla, The-Nurmahal, Dist- Jalandhar . Hadbast
no.-77, khewat no.-204/198, khatauni no.-272village Nahal,
The-Nurmahal, Dist- Jalandhar, under litigation before the
court of SH. Siddhant Sihag, C.J. Saket Court , Delhi (case no.-
CSSCJ/452/18) and the Hon'ble court has already passed
the interim/stay order in favour of plaintiff on 15/11/2018.
Therefore, in view of above facts and circumstances any
person dealing with the said property shall be at his own
risks. Costs and consequences.

BY MANOJ KUMAR (ADVOCATE)
Supreme court of India 
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Ph:- 9650424644
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Letter to the Editor: China Responds
Mukesh Kumar Thakur

This refers to the article, ‘A Force for 
Global Good‘ (IE, February 20). The 
article referred Taiwan as a “country”, 
advocating “Taiwan independence” 
and trying to sow discord between 
China and international community. 
This seriously violated One-China 
policy and sent completely wrong 
message to Indian people. The Chinese 
Embassy in India is astonished to 
find out that The Indian Express 
provided platform for such kind 
of fallacy and hereby expresses 
strong dissatisfaction and resolute 
opposition. Taiwan has been part of 
China since ancient times. Chinese 
governments of different periods set 
up administrative bodies to exercise 
jurisdiction over Taiwan. On October 1, 
1949, the Chinese people founded the 
People’s Republic of China (PRC). The 
Kuomintang (KMT) retreated from the 
mainland to entrench in China’s Taiwan 
Province with the support of foreign 
forces. It has always remained only a 
local authority in Chinese territory. 
There is but one China in the world 
and the Government of the People’s 
Republic of China is the sole legitimate 
government representing the whole of 
China. Taiwan is an inalienable part of 
China’s territory. 

These facts are recognized by UN 
resolution and constitute the universal 
consensus of the international 
community. All countries that 
have diplomatic relations with 
China should firmly honor their 
commitment to the One-China policy, 
which is also officially accepted by the 
Indian government. In recent years, 
some countries severed “diplomatic 
ties” with the Taiwan authorities 
and established or re-established 
diplomatic relationships with China, 
which again fully shows that the One-
China principle meets the shared 
aspiration of the people and is an 
irresistible trend of the times. The 
Chinese government has adopted the 
policy of peaceful reunification and 
gradually evolved the concept of “one 
country, two systems.” The key points 
of the policy include China will do its 
best to achieve peaceful reunification, 
actively promote people-to-people 
contacts and economic and cultural 
exchanges between the two sides of 
the Taiwan Straits; after reunification, 
the main body of China (Chinese 
mainland) continue with its socialist 
system, Taiwan maintain its capitalist 
system and enjoy a high degree of 
autonomy. These embody the basic 
stand and spirit of adhering to 
the One-China Principle, and fully 
respect Taiwan compatriots’ wish 
to govern and administer Taiwan by 
themselves. Difference in systems 
is not an obstacle to reunification, 
and it is certainly no excuse for 

separation. The principle of “one 
country, two systems”was proposed 
precisely to accommodate Taiwan’s 
actual conditions and to safeguard 
the interests and well-being of 
our compatriots in Taiwan. Using 
Hong Kong as an excuse for “Taiwan 
Independence” also makes no sense. 
What happened in Hong Kong last 
year is by no means a matter of 
democracy or freedom. The protests 
descended into extreme violence 
which severely threatened people’s 
safety and property, disrupted rule of 
law and social order. In the 22 years 
since its return, with the support of 
the Central Government, Hong Kong’s 
economic output doubled and its 
global rule of law ranking jumped 
from below 60th to 16th. Hong Kong’s 
status as international financial, 
shipping and trade centers has been 
consolidated. It has been recognized 
by many international institutions as 
one of the world’s most free economies 
and most competitive regions. Hong 
Kong residents enjoy unprecedented 
democratic rights in accordance with 
law. The success of the “One Country, 
Two Systems” principle has been 
universally recognized. 

No one cares more about the health 
and well-being of our compatriots 
in Taiwan than China’s central 
government does. After the COVID-19 
outbreak, the National Health 
Commission notified the Taiwan 
region in a timely and prompt manner. 
Requested by relevant authorities 
in Taiwan, experts from the Taiwan 
region went to Wuhan to inspect 
on prevention and control, medical 
treatment and pathogen detection, 
and had discussions with experts in 
the mainland. The Taiwan experts 
expressed heartfelt appreciation for 
their reception in the mainland. From 
2009 to 2016, the Taiwan region 
participated in the WHA as an observer 
under the name of “Chinese Taipei” for 
8 consecutive years. That was a special 
arrangement made through cross 
Strait consultation on the basis of the 
1992 consensus, which embodies the 

one-China principle. This principle 
represents the political foundation 
for the peaceful development of cross-
Strait relations as well as the political 
basis for the special arrangement for 
Taiwan’s participation in the WHA. 
However, the Democratic Progressive 
Party (DPP), since taking power in 
2016, has been stubbornly adhering 
to the “Taiwan independence” 
separatist stance, impeding cross trait 
exchanges and cooperation, inciting 
confrontation, creating hostility, thus 
undermining the political foundation 
for the region’s participation in the 
WHA. On the contrary, based on the 
arrangement made by China and 
the WHO, medical experts from the 
Taiwan region can still attend relevant 
technical meetings at the WHO, and the 
WHO can also send experts to Taiwan 
to inspect or assist when necessary. 
The Taiwan region has timely access 
to WHO’s information on global 
public health emergencies, and any 
emergency happening in the Taiwan 
region can be reported to the WHO in 
time. Those arrangements ensure that 
the Taiwan region can handle public 
health emergencies in a timely and 
effective manner regardless of where 
they may take place. Therefore, the 
reason why Taiwan authorities raise 
this question of its participation in 
WHA at this time with COVID-19 as 
an excuse is not because the health 
needs of Taiwan people are not met, 
but purely because DPP’s intention 
to achieve its political purpose of 
separation through this move. As a 
serious newspaper, The India Express 
should take a correct and objective 
stance on issues concerning China’s 
sovereignty and territorial integrity, 
adhere to the One-China principle 
and not provide a platform for those 
with ulterior motives. We hope you 
can recognize the potential impact 
on the reputation of your newspaper 
and hence publish my representation 
letter soon. The Chinese Embassy 
in India is willing to maintain 
communication with your newspaper 
on China-related reports.

Ahead of The Union budget, taxpayers had 
anticipated a wide range of measures that they hoped 
would stoke demand. These ranged from lower tax 
rates to a more even tax structure on income from 
various sources. As the former was less feasible 
given the fiscal constraints, the budget proposals 
focused on simplification and providing ease to the 
taxpayer. The recalibration of personal income tax 
slabs was suggested as a step towards simplification. 
However, its uptake is contingent on the preference 
for new slabs. Switching over to the new slab rates is 
not beneficial to an individual currently claiming full 
exemptions or with incomes comprising largely of 
capital gains. It is possible, however, that individuals 
do not claim such exemptions or deductions. An 
analysis of data published by Central Board of Direct 
Taxes suggests that for the assessment year 2018-
19, if individuals do switch over to the new regime, 
it may translate to a 1 per cent improvement in tax 
collections, rather than a loss. It can be inferred that 
this option may be exercised by few individuals, 
if at all, since the potential gains from foregoing 
exemptions and the intended simplification is 
expected to be limited. A common concern among 
taxpayers is protracted disputes. To reduce litigation, 
a new scheme has been proposed. My work on 
transfer pricing disputes reveals that 39 per cent of 
the cases made a reference to a similar case in the 
previous year. This underscores the importance 
of precedence. In such cases, settlement is not a 
superior option as the waiver of the penalty and 
interest does not offer any advantage against a 
decision that would impact future assessment. 
Further, the success rate of the tax department is 27 
per cent at the Income Tax Appellate Tribunal (ITAT) 
and the Supreme Court and 12 per cent in appeals 
filed in high courts. Given the odds of success, an 
assessee may thus be tempted to pursue litigation. 
Thus taxpayers may choose to settle for the waiver 
of interest and penalty in cases where it is one time 
and does not set a precedent for future transactions. 
The other significant change is in taxation of dividends. 
The dividend distribution tax is a unique levy on 
distributed profits and is payable by the distributing 
company. The shortcoming of such tax is that foreign 
investors can’t claim credit. Further, in an effort to 
make the tax progressive, an additional dividend tax 
of 10 per cent was introduced for domestic investors 
receiving dividend in excess of Rs 10 lakh. Changes in 
DDT were accompanied by a decline in dividend pay-
out the proportion of profits paid as dividends declined 
from 30 per cent in early 2000s to 22 per cent in 2019 
(BSE 500 companies). It is expected that the reversion 
to the classical system may improve dividends payouts. 

 -Vijay Kumar

Suranjali Tandon
Ahead of The Union budget, taxpayers had anticipated 
a wide range of measures that they hoped would 
stoke demand. These ranged from lower tax rates to 
a more even tax structure on income from various 
sources. As the former was less feasible given the 
fiscal constraints, the budget proposals focused on 
simplification and providing ease to the taxpayer. 
The recalibration of personal income tax slabs was 
suggested as a step towards simplification. However, its 
uptake is contingent on the preference for new slabs. 
Switching over to the new slab rates is not beneficial 
to an individual currently claiming full exemptions 
or with incomes comprising largely of capital gains. 
It is possible, however, that individuals do not claim 
such exemptions or deductions. An analysis of data 
published by Central Board of Direct Taxes suggests 
that for the assessment year 2018-19, if individuals do 
switch over to the new regime, it may translate to a 1 per 
cent improvement in tax collections, rather than a loss. 
It can be inferred that this option may be exercised by 
few individuals, if at all, since the potential gains from 
foregoing exemptions and the intended simplification 
is expected to be limited. A common concern among 
taxpayers is protracted disputes. To reduce litigation, a 
new scheme has been proposed. My work on transfer 
pricing disputes reveals that 39 per cent of the cases 
made a reference to a similar case in the previous year. 
This underscores the importance of precedence. In such 
cases, settlement is not a superior option as the waiver 
of the penalty and interest does not offer any advantage 
against a decision that would impact future assessment. 
Further, the success rate of the tax department is 27 per 
cent at the Income Tax Appellate Tribunal (ITAT) and the 
Supreme Court and 12 per cent in appeals filed in high 
courts. Given the odds of success, an assessee may thus 
be tempted to pursue litigation. Thus taxpayers may 
choose to settle for the waiver of interest and penalty in 
cases where it is one time and does not set a precedent 
for future transactions. The other significant change is 
in taxation of dividends. The dividend distribution tax 
is a unique levy on distributed profits and is payable 
by the distributing company. The shortcoming of such 
tax is that foreign investors can’t claim credit. Further, 
in an effort to make the tax progressive, an additional 
dividend tax of 10 per cent was introduced for domestic 
investors receiving dividend in excess of Rs 10 lakh. 
Changes in DDT were accompanied by a decline in 
dividend pay-out the proportion of profits paid as 
dividends declined from 30 per cent in early 2000s to 
22 per cent in 2019 (BSE 500 companies). It is expected 
that the reversion to the classical system may improve 
dividends payouts. However, this will benefit individual 
taxpayers with incomes below Rs 5 lakh as the slab 
rate applicable is less than the existing rate. In the 
international arena, India is determined to tax cross-
border incomes The addition of explanation 3A to the 
Income Tax Act reinforces India’s commitment to taxing 
digital companies. The proposed amendment clarifies 
that incomes related to advertisement, sale of data of a 
person residing in India and sale of goods and services 
based on the data of a person residing in India, may be 
attributed to a business with nexus in India. Further, 
to tax Indian citizens that are not taxable in any other 
jurisdiction, the Act will now deem such individuals as 
resident taxable in India. 

Budget proposals on tax slabs and dispute 
resolution are unlikely to gain traction

Budget proposals on tax slabs 
and dispute resolution are 

unlikely to gain traction

Navtej Sarna

In protocol lore, it is said that there is 
no perfume sweeter than the one that 
emanates from a departing VVIP aircraft. 
The truth of this must have been very 
evident to Indian diplomats when US 
President Donald Trump’s Air Force 1 took 
off on Tuesday night and they could unhook 
their bandgala collars. A US president’s visit, 
with huge logistic and security demands, 
is a difficult one at any time; that of a 
president like Trump, given his penchant 
for unpredictability and the disruptive 
tweet, even more so. Added to that was the 
challenge of a massive outstation public 
event and the involvement of multiple 
agencies. Even as the unfortunate violence 
in Delhi divided global media attention, the 
visit itself went according to script: Trump 
stayed exceptionally close to message, 
consciously eschewing controversy. As one 
insider remarked, “the only surprise was 
that there was no surprise”. Cynics are apt 
to downplay such visits as “all optics, low 
on substance”.

 But high-level visits are not always 
about big agreements, particularly when 
relationships have matured and things 
are generally ticking along. “Optics” also 
serve their purpose: Leaders are human 
beings and appreciate a warm welcome, 
a large turnout, courtesy shown to their 
family, the effort that goes into a special 
event. Trump’s personality lends itself 
eminently to such gestures. As he said 
during the Namaste Trump rally: “From 
this day on, India will always hold a 
very special place in our hearts.”With a 
successful visit under the belt, attention 
must now turn to the substance. At least 
four priority areas stand out. First, the 
divisive issue of trade. We did well to 
ensure that the absence of even a limited 
trade deal did not upset the visit. To 
that extent, trade issues have, at least 
for now, been boxed into the larger 
framework. But make no mistake: Trade 
remains crucial for Trump. In his press 
conference, he returned to his pet peeves  

India’s high tariffs and Harley Davidson. 
These issues need to be finessed 
once and for all with a quick limited 
agreement and initial work should be 
launched for a more comprehensive 
deal. Clarity on our policies on data 
localisation, e-commerce and digital 
payment platforms is important. The 
right balance between protection and 
global engagement, critical for foreign 
investment, needs to be arrived at. Indian 
corporates need not be chary, as is their 
wont, of talking up their investment and 
job numbers in the US. This, along with 
the expanding energy relationship, can 
become important counters in the trade 
relationship. An additional caveat on the 
energy relationship: Recent focus has 
almost all been on hydrocarbons, and 
now coal. While this is fine in Trump’s 
regime, and will please his backers, our 
focus on renewables needs to be back 
on the table, both for our commitment 
to climate change and to hedge against 
adverse Democratic comment.Meghnad 
Desai writes: Donald Trump put on 
a good show for PM Narendra Modi 
Second, the defence and security 
relationship. President Trump made a 
strong pitch for American arms industry, 

offering to provide the best and most 
lethal of American weaponry to India; 
he was clearly satisfied with the $3 
billion helicopter deal. While India needs 
sophisticated defence technology, several 
aspects need to be ironed out. India as 
a major defence partner cannot only 
be a buyer, nor just a junior partner in 
the Indo-Pacific. Transfer of technology 
and co-production aspects need to be 
addressed squarely, including with a 
view to making India a production hub 
for South, South-east Asia and Africa. 
Building on the STA (1) status, further 
legislative adjustments, including the 
amendment of The Arms Export Control 
Act, need to be carried out to give more 
predictability and reliability to supplies. 
The Defence Trade and Technology 
Initiative needs to focus on platforms and 
systems most relevant to our strategic 
convergences. It is also a good time to 
drive home the point that India will 
continue to have defence relationships 
with other powers. The US establishment 
needs to recognise this so that we do not 
have the somewhat bizarre situation of 
a major defence partner living under 
the threat of sanctions for purchasing 
Russian equipment. Third, terrorism 

and Pakistan. The strongly worded 
Joint Statement condemns cross-border 
terrorism and calls on Pakistan to ensure 
that no territory under its control is 
used to launch terrorist attacks, and 
to expeditiously bring to justice the 
perpetrators of such attacks  including 
26/11 Mumbai and Pathankot. But 
though joint statements are issued in the 
names of the leaders, these are rarely 
seen by them. 

Hence, the salience attached to Trump’s 
own statements on Pakistan, which 
appear more forgiving. C Raja Mohan 
writes: Delhi must deal with Trump’s 
determination to recast the global trading 
system. In Ahmedabad, Trump called his 
relationship with Pakistan “a very good 
one” and said that the US is “working in 
a very positive way with Pakistan” on 
terrorism; in his press conference he said 
“I have a very good relationship with the 
Prime Minister Khan. Very good.”; at the 
joint press appearance he said “The US is 
also productively working with Pakistan 
to confront terrorists who operate on 
its soil”. Clearly, President Trump, while 
condemning radical Islamic terrorism 
is couching his pressure on Pakistan in 
positive terms, no doubt with an eye 
on the forthcoming Afghan deal for 
which Pakistan’s support is essential. 
India, while being prepared for some 
backsliding on Pakistan, would have 
to guard its interests in Afghanistan 
during the intra- Afghan talks so that 
all the democratic gains of the last two 
decades are not lost in America’s rush to 
cut a deal with the Taliban and depart. 
Finally, after the hype of the Trump 
spectacle, some grunt work will need to 
be done with the Democrats, and also 
with the liberal US media, to ensure that 
the bipartisan consensus on India is 
restored and the visit is not perceived as 
an electoral backing of Trump. From now 
to November can be a long time in US 
politics and the Democrats still control 
the House.

President Trump’s visit had the right optics, Attention 
must now turn to India-US priority areas
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into extreme violence 
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Beijing, Agency.  Questions were raised 
Thursday about a Chinese newspaper 
report that the country is planning to 
dispatch a 100,000-strong army of ducks 
to help Pakistan combat a massive locust 
infestation. The Ningbo Evening News had 
said the legion of lotus-eating waterfowl 
would be sent from the eastern province 
of Zhejiang following the earlier dispatch 
of a team of Chinese experts to Pakistan 
to advise on a response to the infestation, 
which is being called the worst in 20 years. 
However, local media said it wasn’t clear 
if such a plan existed and a provincial 
agricultural technology institute cited 
in the story said it was looking into the 
matter. The website of Hong Kong’s 
pro-China Phoenix TV said officials 
with the Zhejiang Provincial Institute of 
Agricultural Technology were hoping to 
discuss the matter with researcher Lu 
Lizhi, who was quoted extensively in the 
story. Calls to the provincial government 
press office seeking confirmation of the 
report rang unanswered Thursday and 
a number provided for the publicity 
department at the agricultural institute 
was constantly busy. Pakistan was invaded 
last year by the locust swarm, which laid 
waste to the country’s cotton crop and is 
now menacing the wheat harvest.

Questions raised about of 
China’s ‘duck army’ to help 
Pakistan fight locusts

Turkey, with more dead troops, says it won’t stop Syrian refugees 
Ankara/istanbul, Agency. 

Turkey, faced with a possible new wave 
of Syrian migrants and dozens more dead 
Turkish soldiers in Idlib, will no longer 
stop Syrian refugees from reaching Europe, 
a senior Turkish official said as President 
Tayyip Erdogan chaired an emergency 
meeting. An air strike by Syrian government 
forces in Syria’s northwest Idlib region 
killed 29 Turkish soldiers and seriously 
wounded others, the local governor in 
Turkey’s southeastern province of Hatay 
said separately early on Friday. 

Nearly a million civilians have been 
displaced in Idlib near the Turkish border 
since December as Russia-backed Syrian 
government forces seized territory from 
Turkey-backed Syrian rebels, marking the 
worst humanitarian crisis of the country’s 
nine-year war. The threat to open the way for 
refugees to Europe would, if executed, reverse 
a pledge Turkey made to the European Union 
in 2016 and could quickly draw Western 
powers into the standoff over Idlib and stalled 
negotiations between Ankara and Moscow. 
In anticipation of the imminent arrival of 
refugees from Idlib, Turkish police, coast 
guard and border security officials have been 
ordered to stand down on refugees’ land and 
sea crossings, the Turkish official told Reuters. 
“We have decided, effectively immediately, not 
to stop Syrian refugees from reaching Europe 

by land or sea,” said the official, who requested 
anonymity. “All refugees, including Syrians, 
are now welcome to cross into the European 
Union.”The burden of hosting refugees “is 
too heavy for any single country to carry,” the 
official said. Turkey hosts some 3.7 million 
Syrian refugees and has repeated it cannot 
handle more. Under a deal agreed in 2016, 
the European Union has provided billions of 
euros in aid in return for Ankara agreeing to 
stem the influx of migrants into Europe. Syrian 
President Bashar al-Assad’s forces, supported 
by relentless Russian air strikes, have pushed 
hard in recent months to retake the last large 
rebel-held region in northwest Syria after the 
country’s war that has displaced millions and 
killed hundreds of thousands. NATO-member 
Turkey has sent thousands of troops and 

heavy military hardware into Idlib province 
in recent weeks to back the rebels it supports 
against the offensive, and had already seen 
21 troops killed so far this month. Erdogan 
has warned that Turkey would launch a full 
scale offensive to repel Syrian forces unless 
they pulled back. He held an emergency 
meeting with staff for several hours late on 
Thursday to discuss the attack, which raised 
the military death toll to 50 so far this month. 
Rahmi Dogan, the Hatay governor, said 36 
Turkish troops were wounded in Thursday’s 
air strike. Turkey’s communications director 
Fahrettin Altun said that, in retaliation, “all 
known” Syrian government targets were 
being fired on by Turkish air and land support 
units. As fighting raged along several fronts on 
Thursday, the United Nations said it was having 

“catastrophic” humanitarian consequences, 
with at least 134 civilians including 44 
children killed in February alone, and schools 
and hospitals destroyed. Seven children were 
among 11 people killed when an air strike hit a 
school in northern Idlib on Tuesday, according 
to the United Nations, which has called for an 
immediate ceasefire. Turkey has urged Europe 
to do more to ease the crisis in Idlib, and last 
year Erdogan said his government could “open 
the gates” for migrants to Europe if it failed 
to act. The 2016 EU-Turkey accord aimed to 
help end the chaotic arrival of migrants and 
refugees, most of them fleeing war and poverty 
in the Middle East, Africa and Asia, after more 
than a million reached Europe in 2015. Under 
the agreement, migrants and refugees who 
cross the Aegean Sea illegally are sent back 
to Turkey. But Ankara has said funding from 
Europe was slow to materialise and paltry next 
to the $40 billion it says it has spent. Turkish 
and Russian officials held a third round of talks 
in Ankara on Thursday. 

Two previous rounds have not yielded 
a ceasefire deal. Earlier on Thursday, 
Russian state television said Turkish 
military specialists were using shoulder-
fired missiles to try to shoot down Russian 
and Syrian military aircraft over Idlib. In 
Washington, the Pentagon said U.S. Defense 
Secretary Mark Esper spoke with his Turkish 
counterpart on Thursday and they discussed 
Idlib and Libya.

Not all infected with coronavirus show symptoms 
and it’s complicating detection of cases

South Korea, Agency. 

In Anyang, China, five members of a 
family came down with the coronavirus 
after hosting a guest from Wuhan in 
early January. But the visitor, a 20-year-
old woman, never got sick herself. Some 
individuals who are infected with the 
coronavirus can spread it even though 
they have no symptoms, studies have 
shown. Asymptomatic carriers are 
a well-known phenomenon. But the 
coronavirus is a new pathogen, and these 
cases may complicate scientific efforts to 
detect cases and to curb transmission.

“I don’t think there’s any question 
that someone who is without symptoms 
and carrying the virus can transmit the 
virus to somebody else,” said Dr. Anthony 
Fauci, director of the National Institute 
of Allergy and Infectious Diseases. 
“The question is, how prevalent is that 
phenomenon? Is that becoming an 
important driver of the outbreaks, or 
is it an unusual occurrence?” When 
asymptomatic carriers are important 
factors in an outbreak, he said, “you 
are going to put greater emphasis 
and burden on testing people.” At the 

moment, the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention allows for testing only 
symptomatic people who traveled 
to China recently or those who have 
had contact with someone who tested 
positive for coronavirus. (Officials have 
said the criteria may be reevaluated.) 
“We could be missing a great number of 
cases that don’t fit into those criteria,” 
said Dr. Michael Osterholm, director 
of the Center for Infectious Disease 
Research and Policy at the University 
of Minnesota. “I suspect there are a 
number of additional cases in this 
country that are transmitting this virus, 
just like we’re seeing in other countries. 
Absence of evidence is not evidence 
of absence.” People who are infected 

but asymptomatic can spread disease 
efficiently. They are hardy and mobile. 
They have no reason to avoid crowds or 
kissing. They don’t know they are sick, 
and no one else does. These individuals 
are also hard to detect, suggesting that 
the current policies to try to contain the 
spread of the virus may not be adequate. 
Simply screening international travelers 
with symptoms of illness and explicitly 
precluding tests of patients without a 
known link to China may mean new 
cases are missed. 

In February, Germany flew 126 
people home from the Wuhan area. Ten 
passengers were segregated from the 
others because they didn’t feel well or 
thought they had been exposed to the 
coronavirus. But everyone was offered 
testing. The 10 isolated patients tested 
negative, but two people who felt fine 
surprised scientists by testing positive. 
They were hospitalized, monitored and 
tested repeatedly. While one developed 
a mild rash and slightly sore throat, 
neither became ill. There have been 59 
confirmed coronavirus cases so far in 
the United States, but little testing has 
occurred for a country of this size. 

Hong Kong, Agency. 

Hong Kong authorities said 
on Friday they quarantined 
a pet dog of a coronavirus 
patient after its nasal and 
oral samples tested “weak 
positive” for the virus, 
though they added they did 
not yet have evidence that it 
can be transmitted to pets. 
The dog did not have any 
symptoms. The Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Conservation 
Department (AFCD) said it 
will conduct further tests 
to confirm if the dog had 
been infected with the 
virus or if the samples were only the result of environmental contamination. “At 
present, the AFCD does not have evidence that pet animals can be infected … 
or can be a source of infection to people,” it said in a statement. The dog will 
be put under quarantine for two weeks. The World Health Organisation website 
says so far there has been no evidence that companion pets can be infected with 
the coronavirus. Hong Kong has reported 93 confirmed cases of coronavirus 
infections in humans, and two fatalities.

America, Agency.  

A senior figure in Iran’s government, who sits just a few seats away 
from President Hassan Rouhani at Cabinet meetings, has fallen ill 
with coronavirus, making her Iran’s seventh official to test positive, 
including one prominent cleric who has died. Vice President 
Masoumeh Ebtekar, Rouhani’s deputy for women’s affairs and 
the highest-ranking woman in the government, has a confirmed 
coronavirus infection and is quarantined at home, her deputy 
said Thursday. The disclosure came a day after a Cabinet meeting 
in which she was in close contact with other government leaders, 
including Rouhani. A photo posted by a BBC Persia reporter on 

Twitter showed she had been 
sitting a few yards from the 
president. Ebtekar, one of four 
vice presidents, was known to 
Americans as “Mary” during 
the Tehran hostage crisis 
four decades ago, when, as a 
young revolutionary, she was a 
spokeswoman for the captors 
of the 52 Americans held at 
the U.S. Embassy. Iran now 
appears to have the highest 
number of government 

officials infected by the coronavirus, which was first officially 
reported in the holy Iranian city of Qom on Feb. 19. The disease 
is believed to have spread to the country from China, which has 
maintained close economic relations with the Tehran government 
despite U.S. sanctions. A regional crossroads, Iran also appears 
to be a primary source of the infections that have spread to 
neighbors. At least 245 people have been infected in Iran, with 26 
deaths, Health Ministry officials said Thursday, most of them in 
Qom, a destination for Shiite pilgrims. But health experts estimate 
the number of infections is far higher, possibly over a thousand, 
because the country’s fatality rate of about 20% seems so high. The 
World Health Organization has said the fatality rate is about 2%. 
Cases surfacing in recent days in Bahrain, Lebanon, Afghanistan, 
Oman, Iraq, the United Arab Emirates, Pakistan and Kuwait all have 
afflicted people who had visited Iran. There were unconfirmed 
reports Thursday that Austria’s foreign minister, Alexander 
Schallenberg, was being tested for a coronavirus infection after 
returning home from Iran and showing symptoms.Besides Ebtekar, 
the other Iranian officials infected include Mojtaba Zolnour, 
a member of Parliament from Qom and head of Parliament’s 
national security and foreign policy committee; Mahmoud 
Sadeghi, an outspoken member of Parliament from Tehran; Iraj 
Harirchi, the deputy health minister who had been leading the 
effort to contain the coronavirus; Morteza Rahmanzadeh, the 
mayor of a Tehran district; Dr. Mohamad Reza Ghadir, head of 
coronavirus management in Qom and director of the city’s state 
medical university, and Hadi Khosroshahi, a prominent cleric and 
former ambassador to the Vatican. Khosroshahi, 81, died, Iran’s 
official media reported. Elham Sheikhi, a professional athlete and 
member of the women’s national soccer team in her early 20s, 
also died after contracting the illness. Despite earlier claims by the 
Iranian authorities that the coronavirus risk is under control and 
that its extent has been exaggerated by enemy propaganda to sow 
panic, they canceled Friday Prayers in Tehran and 22 other cities, 
and ordered schools and universities closed until the end of the 
Iranian year March 21. All cultural and sports events will remain 
shut down for another week, the Ministry of Culture said. A Foreign 
Ministry spokesman, Seyed Abbas Mousavi, said Iran would receive 
20,000 coronavirus test kits from China on Friday, transported via 
Mahan Air, an Iranian carrier that is still flying between China and 
Iran. And a Health Ministry spokesman, Kianoush Jahanpur, said 
the number of laboratories testing for coronavirus had increased 
to seven from two and would total 22 by the end of next week.

Tokyo, Agency.

Japan will close schools nationwide to 
help control the spread of the new virus, 
the government announced Thursday. 
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe was asking 
all elementary, middle and high schools 
to remain shut until spring holidays 
begin in late March. The measure affects 
12.8 million students at 34,847 schools 
nationwide, the education ministry 
said. “The coming week or two is an 
extremely important time,” Abe said. 
“This is to prioritize the health and safety 
of the children and take precautions 
to avoid the risk of possible large-
scale infections for many children and 
teachers who gather and spend hours 
together every day.” The decision comes amid growing 
concern about the rise in the number of untraceable 
cases of the virus in northern Japan and elsewhere. 
Japan now has more than 890 cases, including 705 from 
a quarantined cruise ship. An eighth death from the 
virus was confirmed Thursday in Japan’s northernmost 
island of Hokkaido, now considered a site of growing 
cluster. Abe’s announcement came hours after several 
local governments announced their own decisions to 
suspend classes. Officials in the northernmost main 

island of Hokkaido said they were closing all 1,600 
elementary and middle schools. Hokkaido now has 54 
confirmed cases, the largest in in the country outside 
the cruise ship. The emergency school closures come as 
schools were busy preparing for graduation ceremonies 
at the end of the school year. Koizumi primary school 
Vice Principal Norinobu Sawada said the decision to 
suspend classes was unavoidable. “The most important 
thing is to prevent infections, so there aren’t many other 
options,“ he said.

United Nations, Agency. 

United Nations Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres called women’s inequality “stupid” 
and a cause for global shame on Thursday, 
as he pledged to press governments to end 
discriminatory laws in the face of a “strong and 
relentless pushback” against women’s rights. 
While Guterres did not name and shame, US 
President Donald Trump’s administration has 
led a push at the UN against the promotion of 
sexual and reproductive health services for 
women because the administration sees that as 
code for abortion. Speaking ahead of the annual 
meeting of the UN Commission on the Status 
of Women in New York next month, Guterres 
warned that the state of women’s rights was 
dire and said he would seek to end “default 
male thinking” across the United Nations. 

“Just as slavery and colonialism were a stain 
on previous centuries, women’s inequality 
should shame us all in the 21st. Because it is 
not only unacceptable; it is stupid,” Guterres 
said in a speech to The New School in New 
York. He said legal protections against rape and 
domestic violence were being diluted or rolled 
back and that in 34 countries rape within 
marriage was still legal. “There is a strong 
and relentless pushback against women’s 

rights,” Guterres said. “Women’s sexual and 
reproductive rights are under threat from 
different sides.” Language promoting women’s 
sexual and reproductive health is long-agreed 
internationally, including in resolutions 
adopted by the Security Council in 2009 and 
2013 and several resolutions adopted annually 
by the 193-member General Assembly. 
However, the United States under Trump has 
pushed to remove such language from new 
U.N. resolutions. The Trump administration 
also cut funding in 2017 for the U.N. Population 
Fund because it believed it was linked to an 
abortion program, but the U.N. said that was an 
inaccurate perception. The U.S. Supreme Court 

ruled in 1973 that women have the right to 
choose whether or not to have an abortion but 
the issue is still divisive in the United States. 
“The U.N. should not put itself in a position of 
promoting or suggesting a right to abortion, 
whether it is humanitarian or development 
work,” U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations, 
Kelly Craft, said in October. 

The United States has received support for 
its stance from countries including Russia, 
Egypt, Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emirates, 
Brazil, Guatemala, Nigeria, Democratic 
Republic of Congo, Mali, Sudan, Uganda, Poland 
and Hungary. “I find it pretty strange that the 
United States is mobilizing so hard on this issue 
… because if you look at the bigger picture is 
the main threat to the world today abortions? 
Or is it an assertive China? A Russia that is 
expansionist? Let’s just get our focus right here,” 
said a senior European diplomat, speaking on 
condition of anonymity. Last year Washington 
threatened to veto a Security Council resolution 
if a reference was not cut citing the need for U.N. 
bodies and donors to give timely “sexual and 
reproductive health” assistance to survivors 
of sexual violence in conflict. Guterres said 
on Thursday he would urge governments to 
achieve gender parity in senior leadership. 

UN chief declares women’s inequality ‘stupid’ and a global shame Hong Kong finds coronavirus in pet 
dog samples, unclear if infected

Iran vice president is one of seven 
officials to contract coronavirus

Japan to close schools nationwide 
to control spread of coronavirus

Dubai, Agency.  Saudi Arabia on Thursday 
halted travel to the holiest sites in Islam over 
fears about a viral epidemic just months 
ahead of the annual hajj pilgrimage, a move 
that came as the Mideast has over 240 
confirmed cases of the new coronavirus. 
The extraordinary decision by Saudi Arabia 
stops foreigners from reaching the holy city 
of Mecca and the Kaaba, the cube-shaped 
structure the world’s 1.8 billion Muslims 
pray toward five times a day. The decision 
also affected travel to Prophet Muhammad’s 
mosque in Medina. Authorities also 
suspended entry to the kingdom to those 
with tourist visas from nations affected 
by the new virus. The decision showed 
the worry about the outbreak potentially 
spreading into Saudi Arabia, whose oil-
rich monarchy stakes its legitimacy on 
protecting Islam’s holy sites. The epicenter 
in the Mideast’s most-affected country, 
Iran, appears to be in the holy Shiite city of 
Qom, where the faithful in reverence reach 
out to kiss and touch a famous shrine. Iran 
now has the highest death toll from the 
virus 22 dead from among 141 confirmed 
cases outside of China, where the outbreak 
began. The tiny, oil-rich nation of Kuwait 
announced a sudden jump to 43 cases 
from 26 on Thursday as well, all linked to 
travellers who recently came from Iran. 
There have been no confirmed cases of the 
new coronavirus in Saudi Arabia amid the 
outbreak. “Saudi Arabia renews its support 
for all international measures to limit the 
spread of this virus, and urges its citizens to 
exercise caution before traveling to countries 
experiencing coronavirus outbreaks,” the 
Saudi Foreign Ministry said in a statement 
announcing the decision. “We ask God 
Almighty to spare all humanity from all 
harm.” Disease outbreaks always have been a 
concern surrounding the hajj, required of all 
able-bodied Muslims once in their life.

Saudi Arabia halts 
pilgrimages over coronavirus; 
Iran says 22 dead

opensearch



6 | English Daily    Open Search          | SPORTS |                          New Delhi | Saturday, February 29, 2020

FIRST COLUMN

Manchester, Agency.  Odion Ighalo, who 
opened his account for Manchester United in 
the Europa League on Thursday, dedicated 
his first goal in a red shirt to his late sister 
who had passed away in December last year. 
The 30-year-old Nigerian, who moved from 
China’s Shanghai Shenhua, tapped home 
Juan Mata’s pass in the 34th minute of the 
last-32 second leg and became the first-ever 
Nigerian to score for Manchester United. 
After celebrating his goal, boyhood United 
supporter Ighalo, lifted his shirt to reveal a 
vest with a photograph of his late sister Mary 
Atole who died suddenly on December 12 at 
her home in Canada. “She was a good United 
fan too. We hoped for this moment but now 
I’m at United, she’s not here to see what is 
going on,” Ighalo told the club’s website. “It’s 
emotional. I have promised myself that every 
goal I score, I’ll dedicate it to her. She’s up 
there watching me.” Ole Gunnar Solskjaer 
went on to describe the Nigerian as a “natural 
striker” after he came up with the goods on 
his first start for the club since moving on 
deadline day, “As a fellow striker myself, I 
know how important that first goal is and he’s 
been close a couple of times.

‘Every goal, I’ll dedicate it to 
her’: Odion Ighalo’s tribute to 
late sister after first United goal

New Delhi, Agency. India are scheduled 
to play a FIFA international friendly away 
match against Tajikistan on March 31, the 
AIFF said. The All India Football Federation 
(AIFF), however, said that the venue for 
the match will be confirmed at a later date. 
Tajikistan, who are currently ranked 121 in 
the FIFA rankings, recently played against 
the Igor Stimac-coached Indian team in the 
Hero Intercontinental Cup 2019 at the EKA 
Arena in Ahmedabad. In that match, the Blue 
Tigers, even after leading 2-0 in the first half, 
had to swallow a 2-4 loss. “Tajikistan are a 
respectable side in Asia and we’re looking 
forward to a tough challenge from them. 
That is going to be a great opportunity for 
us to assess ourselves ahead of our final 
two qualifiers in June,” India’s head coach 
Igor Stimac said. “It would be interesting to 
find out how much we have advanced our 
game from our last encounter in the Hero 
Intercontinental Cup.” 

India to play international 
friendly against Tajikistan 
in March

WT20 World Cup: India look to iron out 
batting woes against Sri Lanka

Melbourne, Agency. 

A semifinal berth secured, the unbeaten Indian women’s 
cricket team would look to address some of its batting 
issues in the final Group A match against a deflated Sri 
Lanka in the ICC T20 World Cup here on Saturday. The 
Indians are on a roll, having easily sealed their semifinal 
berth with wins over defending champions Australia, 
Bangladesh and New Zealand. The Lankans, on the 
other hand, are out of the semifinal race following two 
losses so far. While India beat hosts Australia by 17 runs 
in the tournament opener, they defeated Bangladesh by 
18 runs before eking out a narrow four-run victory over 
the White Ferns on Thursday. 

And come Saturday, the Harmanpreet Kaur-led side 
would look to end its group engagements on a high 
when it takes on the islanders. But the Indians definitely 
have a few things to worry about, especially their below-
par show with the bat, going into the business end of 
the tournament. In all the previous three outings, India 
failed to put on big scores on the board. They managed 
just 132 runs against Australia, 142 against Bangladesh 
and 133 vs New Zealand. India’s unpredictable 
middle-order has repeatedly squandered good starts 
to eventually settle for low scores. In all the three 
matches, the bowling unit came to India’s rescue and 

the bailed the side out. Heavily reliant on the brilliance 
of a 16-year-old Shafali Verma, the Indian middle-order 
has cut a sorry figure so far and it’s time senior pros 

like Harmanpreet and Veda Krishnamurthy step up and 
take the responsibility. Opener Smriti Mandhana too has 
failed to join the party so far. Verma has been impressive 

at the top registering scores of 29, 39 and 46 for a total 
of 114 from three games. But it’s high time she converts 
the starts into big scores. Skipper Harmanpreet has rued 
the inability of her batters to capitalise on good starts 
and cautioned them against making “silly mistakes” in 
the knock-out rounds. “It’s a great feeling when your 
team performs day in day out. Still, we made the same 
mistakes after a good first 10 overs, we got a good start 
but couldn’t carry the momentum,” Kaur had said. “We 
can’t make silly mistakes with harder games coming 
up. Shafali (Verma) is giving us good starts, her initial 
runs are crucial for us,” she added. The Indian bowling, 
however, has been phenomenal in the tournament so 
far and played a vital role in their smooth entry into the 
last-four round. Leg-spinner Poonam Yadav has been 
the star performer for India, picking up eight wickets so 
far, including match-winning effort of 4 for 19 against 
Australia. She has been complimented well by the likes 
of Rajeshwari Gayakwad, Deepti Sharma and pacer 
Shikha Pandey. Young Shafali was adjudged the player 
of the match for scoring a 34-ball 46 and the 16-year-old 
was elated with her performance. “Feeling good, very 
happy with the performance, want to continue doing 
this. I waited for the loose balls and converted those,” 
said Shafali.

India vs New Zealand: Who could be 
in, who could be out in Christchurch?

New Delhi, Agency. 

If Shaw doesn’t recover from the 
pain in his left leg, Shubman Gill will 
automatically replace him. But if he 
is deemed fit enough, Shaw will have 
a slender advantage over Gill. For, 
Shaw has looked fairly comfortable 
in the middle, and it would be harsh 
to dislodge a young opener after a 
solitary failing. Moreover, the skipper 
has always stressed on giving his men 
a fair run to cement their spot. 

“We need to give him that time to 
get used to the conditions a little bit 
and once he starts scoring, he will feel 
more confident about it. I don’t think, 
at this stage, he needs to be sat down 
and be explained what’s going wrong 
because I don’t see anything wrong,” 
Kohli had said in the post-match press 
interaction in Wellington. That said, if 
the strip is on the bouncier side, Gill 
could be in line for his Test debut, 
considering his back-foot proficiency. 
But that would be a leap of faith. As 
recently as the Test series against 
Bangladesh, Saha was the undisputed 
first-choice wicketkeeper. So it was 

a mild shock when Pant strode onto 
the field in Wellington. Maybe, like 
the horses-for-courses policy for 
bowlers, India were pioneering a 
keepers-for-courses strategy. Saha on 
dry, spinning tracks at home and Pant 
in overseas climes. With the spinners’ 
role peripheral in New Zealand, they 
clearly went for Pant’s explosive 
batting. Moreover, Pant’s batting 
has been up to the task in overseas 
conditions. He did look composed in 
both innings. In the first, he looked 
in supreme touch before running 
himself out, while in the second he 
perished going after the bowling as 
he kept losing partners at a steady 

clip. Saha is no slouch with the bat 
either, perhaps better at farming the 
strike and batting with the lower 
order. Again, the decision will depend 
on the pitch. If it swings more than 
Wellington, Saha could come back 
on the merit of his ‘keeping skills, 
though Pant’s keeping was near 
flawless in Wellington. So the scales 
are still tilted hugely in Pant’s favour. 
It would be a left-field decision if 
Yadav gets the nod ahead of Shami. 
But considering that Yadav is the only 
Indian bowler who can genuinely 
swing the ball at pace, the other four 
being predominantly seam bowlers, 
he offers a canny option if the strip 
is outrageously green. A bowler like 
him, with his out-swinger, could have 
been useful at Basin Reserve. Besides, 
Shami was listless in Wellington, 
spraying the ball all over the place and 
gifting too many boundary balls. But 
given his reputation to bounce back, 
and his staggering form before the 
series, it’s unlikely that Shami would 
be dropped, even though the direness 
of the situation could prompt changes.

South Africa, Agency. 

Following India women’s team three-run win against the 
White Ferns in Melbourne, Shafali Verma received a text 
message from Ashwani Kumar, her childhood coach. It 
read: “It’s great to see you hitting sixes and boundaries. 
But in the future, look to rotate the strike a bit more.” 
It’s been a dream run for Shafali  the 16-year-old opener 
from Rohtak at the ongoing Women’s World T20. Her 
consistency and big-hitting prowess shone through, 
which has given India blazing starts upfront. In the three 
games, she has stacked up scores of 15-ball 29, 17-ball 
39 and a 34-ball 46. On Thursday, she made a conscious 
effort to address this anomaly. Shafali ran as many as 12 
singles in her knock that was laced with three sixes and 
four boundaries. India may well be the first team in this 
competition to qualify for the semi-final by virtue of their 
three consecutive wins in the league stage. 

But there are some niggling issues that they would like 
to address before they enter the business end of the World 
Cup. Topping the list would be their under-fire top-order. 
The team’s two biggest stars opener Smriti Mandhana and 
Harmanpreet Kaur have struggled so far. While Mandhana 
managed scores of 11 and 10 in the two matches, Kaur’s 
lack of form was a bigger concern, as she registered just 
11 runs from three matches. Against the White Ferns, India 
rode on the back of a rapid third-wicket alliance between 
Shafali and wicket-keeper Taniya Bhatia, who helped 
herself to a 25-ball 23. When they were in the middle, it 
looked like India would breach past the 160-run mark with 

ease. However, India struggled losing wickets in clumps. 
First-up Bhatia’s exited in the 10th over, and two overs 
later when Jemima Rodrigues’ was also dimissed, pressure 
set it. In walked an out-of-sorts Kaur. 

Today, her vigil lasted just five deliveries. Her dismissal 
was quickly followed by Shafali’s. The young opener’s 
exit triggered a collapse. From being in a comfortable 
position of 68/1 after 9 overs, India finished up at a not-so-
flattering 133/8 at the end of 20 overs their last 11 overs 
yielding 65 runs for the loss of 9 wickets. For a fleeting 
moment, India looked like they would sail through choppy 
waters, courtesy an unlikely 9th-wicket stand between 
Radha Yadav and Shikha Pandey, which accounted for 
22 runs. Considering the slim margin of the win, this 
partnership very much turned out to be a match-winning 
effort. Nevertheless, Kaur rued the inability of her batters 
to capitalise on good starts and cautioned them against 
making ‘silly mistakes’ as they gear up for bigger matches.

Flying start, close finish: India topple New 
Zealand in last-ball thriller to book semis berth

New Delhi, Agency. 

Shafali Verma is a player who will bring 
crowds to watch a women’s game. It’s 
not good to compare but one player who 
I’m reminded of in terms of the aura is 
Virender Sehwag. Shafali’s attacking 
approach brings freshness to women’s 
cricket. Growing up, we never had the 
liberty or skills for such an attacking style 
of play. And yes, those days we never 
played T20 cricket, only the 90-over game. 
There is no doubt that Shafali is the sole 
reason for India’s wins, as far as batting 
is concerned. I don’t remember the Indian 
team ever having such great starts earlier. 

It’s her starts that have been the major 
difference. Many people who I meet in 
public places have asked about her. She has 
certainly attracted more viewers to this 
T20 World Cup. The more she stay at the 
crease, the more the bowlers fear her. Such 
players decided the course of the game. 
But someone needs to tell her that post 30-
40, she should try to bat for another four 

or five overs because if she stays long, she 
can single-handedly take the game away. 
She is new, fearless and raw but in today’s 
world, teams will come better prepared 
for her in the future. Look at Thursday’s 
game, she didn’t get deliveries which were 
in her reach, instead, New Zealand made 
her work. She will learn and get better. 
One can argue that one should not change 
her natural game but a time will come 
when someone has to make her realise the 
importance of her wicket. And what she 
can achieve as long she stays at the crease. 

Manchester, Agency. 

India are all set to face New Zealand in the 
second and the final Test of the series which 
begins on Saturday at Christchurch. However, 
the nightmare of a 10-wicket loss in the first 
Test still remains in the sub-conscious of 
the Indian players and the think tank. This 
is probably why head coach Ravi Shastri on 
Friday said that his team has Test cricket 
and T20Is as their number one priority 
considering the upcoming schedule.

 Two T20 World Cups will be played in 
2020 (Australia) and 2021 (India) after which 
the final of the World Test Championship will 
also be played next year. India is currently 
at the top of the World Test Championship 
standings. “I would not judge ODI and Test 
cricket. For us, the least priority is ODI cricket 
at the moment looking at the schedule and 
what is coming in the next two years. Number 
one priority is Test cricket and then comes the 
T20Is. So, if you look at that, we have had a 
great run in the Test arena,” coach Shastri told 
reporters ahead of the second Test against 
the Kiwis on Friday. Shastri, however, said his 
side had learned a lot about how New Zealand 
would bowl to them at Hagley Oval when 

the game starts on Saturday and the sting of 
defeat was on their minds as they look to level 
the two-match series. “We were outplayed in 
the first test but I always believe that a shake-
up like that is good. It opens your mindset,” 
Shastri told reporters. “If you have not tasted 
defeat you can have a closed or fixed mindset. 
Here, when you see what has happened, it is 
good, it gives you opportunities to learn. “You 
know what New Zealand are doing and what 
to expect. It’s a good lesson and the boys are 
up for the challenge.” Shastri did not confirm 
the playing XI on Friday but hinted there was 
some debate over whether Ravindra Jadeja 

or Ravichandran Ashwin would occupy the 
spinning all-rounder spot in the side. A final 
decision would be made just before the 
toss on Saturday, although Shastri said that 
Ashwin’s batting had slipped. The off-spinner, 
who has four test centuries along with his 
365 wickets, has not passed 50 since August 
2017 and has scored a total of 126 runs 
in his last 10 matches. “He is a world class 
bowler,” Shastri said. “There is absolutely no 
doubt about it. But… he will be disappointed 
in the way he has batted and he will need 
to improve that.” New Zealand pace bowler 
Trent Boult, who was eyeing a green Hagley 
Oval wicket on Friday, said the Indians would 
definitely have learned and adapted after the 
hosts bogged them down in Wellington. Boult 
and his new ball partner Tim Southee took 14 
of the 20 wickets to fall in Wellington and will 
welcome back Neil Wagner after he missed 
the first game to attend the birth of his first 
child. “We’re definitely expecting them to 
adapt pretty quickly and be positive coming 
into this test match. Their records speak for 
themselves,” Boult said. “They’re number one 
in the world for a reason and that’s solely 
because they can adapt to any conditions.”

Ravi Shastri: One-day cricket holds least priority for us right now ‘Shafali Verma will bring 
crowds to the stadium’

Christchurch, Agency. 

Resting his legs on a table, leaning back in his chair in an enclosure 
over the pavilion, Ravindra Jadeja was lost in his world when 
Ajinkya Rahane called him out for a sprint after the nets session. 

His reverie interrupted, 
he asked Rahane: “Kya 
baat hain bhai, aur thoda 
bowling karna hain?” 
Rahane replied: “Nahin, 
thoda running karna 
hain?” Jadeja, smiling 
impishly, quipped: “Mein 
to hamesha daudta rahta 
hoon.” Then he flicked his 
fingers through his phone, 
which began belting a 

Gujarati song, and sprinted down the stairs to the ground. 
“Chalo, dekhle kaun jeetega!” he challenged Rahane. Aware of 
Jadeja’s athleticism, Rahane threw in the disclaimer: “Yeh to 
competition nahin hain.” The pair began to circle the ground, 
not quick sprints, but more of a jog, parallel to each other but 
just before each lap ended, Jadeja would accelerate, break away 
and turn back at Rahane, who will be a few yards behind him. 
It was quintessential Jadeja, the energiser bunny of the team, 
unrelentingly energetic and bubbly. Until a few minutes ago, he 
was at the nets, mostly bowling to his teammates, beating them 
often, throwing challenges, finding something funny in them 
and bantering, keeping the spirits alive on a tour wherein their 
fortunes have frighteningly plummeted. 

Ravindra Jadeja may replace R Ashwin 
in second Test against New Zealand

Mumbai, Agency. 

The vice-president of Indian cricket board Mahim Verma will be 
contesting for the post of secretary of cricket association of Uttarakhand 
in the forthcoming election. It’s the first case where a member of BCCI 
Apex Council has decided to contest in his home-state without resigning 
from his post as vice-president. He filed his nomination papers, a move 
that surprised many. Verma says he will resign in case he wins. As per 
Lodha Committee’s recommendation which is now a Supreme Court 
order, no individual can hold two posts at a time. Verma was elected as 
Uttarakhand secretary four months ago 
but resigned from his post after he was 
elected as vice-president unopposed 
in BCCI. “I will resign from BCCI if I 
get elected as Uttarakhand secretary. 
At the moment I can file nomination 
and if I don’t win, I will continue to be 
vice-president of BCCI.” Four months 
after serving as vice-president Verma 
says he felt he had to get involved 
after watching the “downfall of his 
state cricket”. Last October , the new 
BCCI regime took charge with Sourav Ganguly as president after three-
year tenure of Supreme Court-appointed Committee of Administrators 
(COA). The cricket association of Uttarakhand had left the post vacant for 
the past few months before they decided to hold an election on March 
8. Uttarakhand entered BCCI ‘s fold two years ago; last season they 
fielded teams in all age-group tournaments of Indian board. “I was not 
keen to make a comeback but various districts called me and said that 
the association needs my service in Uttarakhand. There has been a big 
downfall in cricket too. The performance of Ranji Trophy team was very 
bad and I wanted to get things back on right track,” Mahim said. Mahim is 
expected to have a tight contest with five other candidates.

BCCI vice president Mahim Verma to contest 
Uttarakhand secretary election
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Seoul, Agency.  A Hyundai Motor 
worker has tested positive for the new 
coronavirus, leading to a suspension of 
production at one its factories in South 
Korea’s southeastern city of Ulsan, the 
company said on Friday. Shares of the 
automaker dropped more than 5% after 
the news, while the wider market was 
down 2.6%. The closing deals a fresh 
setback to Hyundai Motor, which has 
gradually resumed production at local 
plants hit by a Chinese parts shortage 
in the wake of the virus outbreak. South 
Korea has the most infected people outside 
China, affecting companies like Samsung 
and Hyundai. South Korea on Friday 
reported 256 new cases, bringing the 
total number of infected to 2,022. A union 
spokesman confirmed that a worker had 
tested positive, but he did not have more 
details. “The company has also placed 
colleagues who came in close contact with 
the infected employee in self-quarantine 
and taken steps to have them tested for 
possible infection,” Hyundai Motor said in 
a news release. The company added that 
it was disinfecting the factory. Ulsan is less 
than an hour from Daegu, the epicentre 
of outbreak in Korea. Hyundai operates 
five car factories in Ulsan, which has an 
annual production capacity of 1.4 million 
vehicles, or nearly 30% of Hyundai’s 
global production. Hyundai employs 
34,000 workers there in the world’s 
biggest car complex. The factory that was 
shut down produces sport utility vehicles 
such as Palisade, Tucson, Santa Fe and 
Genesis GV80. A factory run by Hyundai 
supplier Seojin Industrial had been closed 
after the death of a virus-infected worker 
there. It reopened Wednesday. Meanwhile, 
South Korea’s top carrier, Korean Air Lines 
Co Ltd, said on Friday it would cut the 
number of flights to the United States in 
March. It plans to check temperatures of 
passengers travelling to the United States 
before boarding and said it would not 
allow anyone with a temperature higher 
than 37.5 Celsius to fly. It said it would 
expand these procedures to other routes. 
One of its flight attendants who served the 
Incheon to LA route has tested positive  
for virus.

Hyundai Shuts S Korean 
Factory After Worker Tests 
Positive For Coronavirus

DoT working on three options for telco bailout
New Delhi, Agency. 

The telecom department is working on 
at least three options to defer the Rs 
1.47 lakh crore adjusted gross revenue 
(AGR) liability of telecom companies, 
including proposals to let the operators 
pay around 20% of the outstanding 
amount upfront. The proposals are 
among several measures to be discussed 
on Friday by the Digital Communications 
Commission (DCC), the inter-ministerial 
panel comprising top officials, that 
could provide much-needed relief to 
beleaguered telcos such as Vodafone Idea 
and Airtel. A decision on the extent and 
modalities of a bailout would depend on 
the view taken by officials from other 
ministries, especially finance and DoT 
can only come up with recommendations. 
“A variety of options are being worked 
upon. We are walking a tightrope as 
while adherence to the SC order is a top 
priority, there is also a need to see that the 
industry doesn’t end up as a monopoly, or 
even a duopoly,” a source told TOI. 

The first option being considered by 
DoT hinges on payment of 20% of the 
principal licence fee and the spectrum 
usage charges that are part of the AGR 
liability. If the proposal is accepted, 
the remaining amount will have to 
be paid over 16 years and will come 
annual interest rate that is 0.5% higher 

than what a comparable government 
security costs. Besides, there will be a 
five year moratorium on principal and 
interest payment. The second option is 
an improvement over the first option 
and includes issue bonds and warrants, 
after the initial payment of 20%. Once 
this is done, a part of the liability will be 
converted into bonds based on the self-
assessed value by telecom companies. 

The other component the difference 
between the self-assessed value and 
DoT’s claims will come in the form of 
convertible warrants that companies 
will have to issue, sources explained. 
Once the amount is reconciled after 
audit, the warrants will be converted into 
bonds, in case there is additional liability 
Another option on the table is to have an 
arrangement between the government, 

the telecom companies and banks, which 
provide funds against the bonds issued by 
the telecom companies. The money will 
then be used to settle the AGR dues and 
the funds will be set aside in a separate 
account so that banks have a charge on 
it. In case of a default, the government’s 
rights over the claims can be protected 
through subrogation rights over the 
bonds, suggested a source. As the bonds 
are redeemed, the government will be 
able to collect an equivalent amount 
from the security account. And, if telecom 
companies default, banks can recover the 
amount from the security account.

Mumbai, Agency.  

Equities closed in the red for the fifth straight session with the sensex ending 143 
points down at 39,746 on Thursday. The BSE benchmark has dipped 1,424 points 
in five successive sessions as global sentiments remained weak with more cases of 
coronavirus being reported outside China. The sensex fell to an intraday low of 39,423 
but recovered on strong buying by domestic mutual funds and insurance companies. 
Similarly, the broader NSE Nifty fell 45 points or 0.4% to end at 11,633. Foreign 
institutional investors were net sellers, 
offloading stocks worth Rs 3,127 crore, 
while domestic institutions more than 
made up for their foreign counterparts 
by net purchases worth Rs 3,497 crore. 
Analysts expect the government to report 
growth numbers of 4.7% for the third 
quarter. The five-day successive decline 
is the longest string of losses in five 
months. A gauge of volatility on the Nifty 
is at its highest level since May 23, 2019. 
In South Korea, where 334 new cases of 
the virus were reported, the Kospi dropped 1%. The central bank downgraded its 
growth estimate for 2020 to 2.1% from 2.3% and said the virus outbreak would have 
a short-term impact on business activity, after the economy expanded at its slowest 
pace in a decade last year. The Bank of Korea kept its key policy rate unchanged, at 
its current record low 1.25%. The Shanghai Composite index rose 0.1%, while shares 
fell in Taiwan and most of Southeast Asia. Thailand’s benchmark rose 1.5% after 
tumbling 5% on Wednesday following reports of newly discovered virus cases. The 
rupee meanwhile continued to gain for the third day, rising 10 paise to close at 71.56 
against the dollar as crude prices continued to remain soft.

New Delhi, Agency. 

Equity indices crashed on Friday with the 
benchmark BSE sensex plunging over 1,300 
points amid rising concerns on global spread of 
coronavirus. Sensex dived 1,306 points or 3.29 
per cent to 38,440; while the broader NSE Nifty 
cracked 387 points or 3.33 per cent to 11,246. 
Hopes the coronavirus would be contained to 
China vanished as infections spread rapidly 
around the world, countries started stockpiling 
medical equipment and investors took flight in 
expectation of a global recession. 

There were concerns about how India 
would cope with a widespread outbreak. 
Coronavirus outbreak: Live updates Top 
losers in the BSE pack include Tata Steel, Tech 
Mahindra, Bajaj Finance, Infosys, Mahindra 
& Mahindra and ONGC with their stocks 
falling as much as 7.47 per cent. On NSE, all 
sub-indices were trading in red with Nifty 
Metal and Media sliding as much as 6.08 per 
cent. Stocks wiped nearly Rs 5 lakh crore 
of investor wealth with the total market 

capitalisation of BSE listed companies falling 
below Rs 150 lakh crore-mark. This is the 
sixth straight slide in which investors lost 
around Rs 10 lakh crore so far. The carnage 
in the equity market wiped out investor 
wealth worth Rs 4,65,915.58 crore, taking 
the total m-cap to Rs 1,47,74,108.50 crore on 
the BSE. The m-cap of BSE-listed companies 

stood at Rs 1,52,40,024.08 crore 
at the end of trading on Thursday. 
“The coronavirus now looks like 
a pandemic. Markets can cope 
even if there is big risk as long as 
we can see the end of the tunnel,” 
Norihiro Fujito, chief investment 
strategist at Mitsubishi UFJ 
Morgan Stanley Securities told 
news agency Reuters. Investor 
sentiment also remained sluggish 
amid reports that GDP (gross 
domestic product) growth is 
likely to stay flat at 4.5 per cent 
in October-December 2019 The 
government’s GDP estimate for the 
December quarter is scheduled to 

be released later in the day. Further, relentless 
selling by foreign portfolio investors (FPIs) 
spooked retail investors, traders said. 
According to provisional data available 
with stock exchanges, so far this week, FPIs 
have offloaded stocks worth a whopping Rs 
6,812.57 crore on a net basis.

Sensex crashes over 1,300 points amid global 
spread of coronavirus; Nifty below 11,250

Sensex down 1.4k pts in 5 days

New Delhi, Agency. 

A false rumour that the coronavirus can be 
spread by chickens has slashed Indian poultry 
sales by almost 50%, top supplier Godrej Agrovet 
Ltd said on Thursday. “A lot of misleading posts 
on social media, especially on WhatsApp, have 
created a false impression that humans can 
contract the coronavirus through chickens,” 
managing director BS Yadav stated. 

Sales have fallen to around 40 million birds 
a week from 75 million about four weeks ago, 
he said. Other Indian poultry firms including 
Venky’s have also cited rumours spread by 
social media for a fall in poultry-related sales. A 
knock-on fall in prices has hurt farmers as well, 
Yadav said, noting farmers are now getting just 
Rs 30-35 ($0.42-$0.49) per bird, down from Rs 
80-85. Some farmers have already started to 
cut production, as they can’t afford animal feed 
and other costs of keeping a large inventory of 
birds, Yadav said. For the first time, the number 
of reported new infections around the world in the past 
24 hours surpassed those in mainland China, where 
the flu-like disease emerged two months ago. Scientists 
say the new coronavirus originated in bats and then 
passed to humans, possibly via an intermediary animal 
species. Like other coronaviruses, the new virus - which 
causes a disease called COVID-19 - is transmitted from 

person to person via droplets when an infected person 
breathes out, coughs or sneezes. It can also spread 
via contaminated surfaces such as door handles or 
railings. “Even if people gradually realise that chicken 
consumption has nothing to do with the coronavirus, 
sales will take a bit of time to pick up as one can’t raise 
chicken production overnight,” Yadav said.

‘India chicken sales slashed almost 
50% by false virus rumour’

Kolkata, Agency.  Coal India (CIL) has 
liquidated over 82% of its arrears rakes to 
non-power sector consumers during the 
ongoing fiscal. These backlog rakes pertain to 
2017-18 and 2018-19. According to officials, 
muted demand for the dry fuel from the 
thermal power stations and comfortable 
stock position at their end provided a 
window for the Maharatna coal mining 
behemoth to bring down the accumulated 
arrear rakes of the non-power sector 
consumers. The backlog arrears for this 
sector which stood close to 5,140 rakes at the 
beginning of 2019-20 were cleared by 4230 
rakes. “By the end of FY 20, we will be able to 
clear the rest 900-odd arrear rakes,” stated 
an official of the company. CIL’s supplies to 
non-power sector registered a growth of 
4.4% at 95.45 million tonnes (MTs) during 
April-January 2020 compared to 91.47 
MTs same period year ago. The combined 
coal stock at CIL’s own pitheads and at coal 
linkage based thermal power plants of the 
country stands at a comfortable 78.25 MTs. 
Coal stock at power plants increased to a 
decade high of 36.36 mts (as of February 24), 
an average 20 day stock, just two days short 
of CEA mandated 22-day stock.

CIL liquidates over 82% of 
arrears to non-power clients

Mumbai, Agency.  

NEW DELHI: The best economic tonic for the coronavirus shock is 
to contain its spread and worry about stimulus later, said Raghuram 
Rajan, former head of the Reserve Bank of India (RBI). There’s 
little central banks can do, and while more government spending 
would help, the priority should be on convincing companies and 
households that the virus is under control, he said. “People want to 
have a sense that there is a limit to the spread of this virus perhaps 
because of containment measures or because there is hope that some 
kind of viral solution can be 
found,” Rajan told Bloomberg 
Television’s Haidi Stroud Watts 
and Shery Ahn. “At this point 
I would say the best thing 
that governments can do is to 
really fight the epidemic rather 
than worry about stimulus 
measures that comes later,” said Rajan, who is currently a professor 
at the Chicago Booth School of Business. The spread of coronavirus 
is pushing the world economy toward its worst performance since 
the financial crisis more than a decade ago. Bank of America Corp 
economists warned clients Thursday that they now expect 2.8% 
global growth this year, the weakest “We have moved from extreme 
confidence in markets to extreme panic, all in the space of one week,” 
said Rajan, who previously was chief economist at the International 
Monetary Fund. The virus outbreak will force companies to rethink 
supply chains and overseas production facilities, he said. “I think 
we will see a lot of rethinking on this, coming on the back of the 
trade disruption, now we have this,” Rajan said. “Globalization in 
production is going to be hit quite badly.”

Fight coronavirus first, worry about 
stimulus later : Raghuram Rajan

n  The proposals are among 
several measures to be 
discussed on Friday by the 
Digital Communications 
Commission (DCC).

n  The inter-ministerial panel 
comprising top officials, that 
could provide much-needed 
relief to beleaguered telcos such 
as Vodafone Idea and Airtel.

Hero Super Splendor BS-VI launched at Rs 67,300
New Delhi, Agency. 

Hero Motocorp on Thursday launched the Super 
Splendor in its BS-VI version at Rs 67,300 for self-
drum alloy wheel and Rs 70,800 for self-disc alloy 
wheel (ex-showroom Delhi). The new 
Super Splendor comes with an all-new 
125cc BS-VI Compliant Programmed 
Fuel Injection engine with XSens 
Technology, providing a superior ride 
experience to the customer. It delivers 
19% more power 10.73 BHP @ 7500 
RPM and an impressive torque of 10.6 
Nm @ 6000 RPM. The engine is mated 
to an all-new 5-Speed Gearbox along 
with i3S technology. 

Underpinning the Super Splendor 
BS-VI is an all-new chassis which 
promises greater man uverability 
and a plush ride. The rigid diamond 
frame combined with an increased 
suspension travel (Front: +15mm; 
14% increase, Rear: +7.5mm/10% 
increase), class-leading 180mm 
ground clearance (+30mm; 20% 
higher) and a longer seat (+45mm) 
guarantee a comfortable ride over 
any road condition, for the rider as well as the 
pillion. The Super Splendor BS-VI is offered in 
dual-tone paint scheme, bold flowing lines, and 
distinct chrome elements. An all-new Metallic 
Nexus Blue colour variant adds vibrancy to 
the daily ride. The motorcycle is available in 

three more colour options: Glaze Black, Heavy 
Grey, and Candy Blazing Red. The company has 
already stopped production of all BS-IV products 
and is now manufacturing only BS-VI products. 
The launch of Super Splendor BS-VI follows the 

company’s recent BS-VI launches at the Hero 
World 2020 – the new Xtreme 160R, Passion 
Pro BS-VI and Glamour BS-VI alon with prior 
introduction of Splendor iSmart, Splendor+, HF 
Deluxe, Pleasure+ 110, Destini 125 and Maestro 
Edge 125.

New Delhi, Agency. Gold prices rose today in Indian markets, snapping a 
three-day fall. On MCX, gold April gold futures rose 0.35% to 42,534 
per 10 gram, tracking an advance in global rates. Silver futures on MCX 
however declined 0.8% to 46,284 per kg. From Monday’s record high 
level of 43,788 gold prices in India have come off about 1,250 per 10 gram 
amid some profit-taking and decline in 
global rates from higher levels. April gold 
futures can can recover towards 42,900 
while taking support near 42400 while 
silver futures (May) can recover towards 
46,800 while taking support near 46,200, 
SMC Global said in a note. In global 
markets, gold prices inched higher on 
Friday amid mounting worries that the rapidly spreading coronavirus 
could turn into a pandemic and derail global economic growth. Spot 
gold gained 0.2% to $1,645.79 per ounce. Meanwhile, global equities are 
headed for the worst week since the world financial crisis in 2008 as 
investors ditch risky assets in favour of safe-haven assets like gold and 
government bonds. Among other precious metals, palladium slipped 
0.1% to $2,840.73 an ounce while silver rose 0.6% to $17.81 per ounce. 
“As more cases of coronavirus are being reported in countries other than 
China, the safe haven demand has continued to grow.

Gold prices today rise after 
falling for three days in a row
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Mumbai, Agency.  Bollywood actors 
Richa Chadha and Ali Fazal are all set to 
tie the knot. The couple issued an official 
statement on Friday, confirming the news. 
The statement from Richa Chadha and Ali 
Fazal reads: “Currently, only the date for the 
registration has been taken. By process, the 
window that is valid is for 3 months from 
the date that has been allotted. The couple 
are working towards an official registration 
in the last week of April post which the 
celebrations will follow. All we can say at 
the moment is that it’s a happy occasion and 
all the parties involved are elated.” Several 
reports had been doing the rounds about the 
impending marriage of Richa Chadha and 
Ali Fazal since the past few days. Richa and 
Ali met on the sets of their 2013 film Fukrey 
and became friends. However, news about 
them dating only popped up during the 
promotions of the sequel. From promoting 
each other’s films to taking vacations 
together and even wishing each other on 
Valentine’s Day, they have done it all. Richa 
Chadha, who was recently seen in Panga, has 
the Shakeela biopic in her kitty. Ali Fazal, on 
the other hand, will be seen in Hollywood 
film Death on the Nile.

Richa Chadha and Ali Fazal confirm 
wedding plans: Celebrations will 
begin after registration in April

Mumbai, Agency.  Director Sekhar Suri said 
his soon-to-be-released film Guns of Banaras 
is a tribute to late actor Vinod Khanna, who 
features in a pivotal role in the movie. Suri 
said he has always admired Khanna’s work 
and collaborating with the veteran actor 
was a dream come true. “Working with 
Vinod Khanna was a dream come true. Like 
any other fan, I always admired his work. I 
became a film director maybe only to direct 
his last film Guns of Banaras. Our movie is 
a tribute to one of the finest actors of the 
Indian film industry. I don’t miss him, he is in 
my thoughts,” Suri said in a statement. “My 
relationship was not just of an actor-director 
but we were true soul mates as our common 
point of discussion was philosophy. I am an 
ardent follower of J Krishna Murthy while 
Vinod ji was a follower of Osho Rajnesh.

Guns of Banaras a tribute to Vinod 
Khanna: Director Sekhar Suri

Mumbai. Sooryavanshi is all set to release 
worldwide on Tuesday, 24th March 
evening, 6pm onward. Also, following 
Aditya Thackeray’s recent initiative, 
turning Mumbai 24x7, Sooryavanshi 
will be screened all night from Tuesday, 
24th March in theatres in Mumbai. 
#SooryavanshiOn24thMarch. Reliance 
Entertainment presents Rohit Shetty 
Picturez in association with Dharma 
Productions & Cape of Good Films, 
Sooryavanshi is directed by Rohit Shetty. 
The film is set to release on 24th March 
2020, evening 6pm onward.

Ain’t no time for crime 
‘coz Aa Rahi Hai Police!

Angrezi Medium co-actors Radhika, Deepak 
‘moved’ by Irrfan’s commitment

New Delhi, Agency. 

Irrfan Khan is returning to the movies with 
Angrezi Medium and his co-stars from the 
film Radhika Madan and Deepak Dobriyal 
are in awe of the actor’s dedication 
towards his work despite health issues. 
In early 2018, Irrfan had revealed his 
neuroendocrine tumour diagnosis. The 
actor stayed away from the public eye as he 
underwent treatment in the UK. 

He started filming for Angrezi Medium, 
a sequel to his hit 2017 film Hindi Medium, 
in April last year. Deepak Dobriyal, who had 
also worked with Irrfan Khan on the 2017 
film, said he was amazed by his passion 
for the craft. “We did talk about his health. 
I was amazed looking at his passion for 
acting and strength and courage for his 
work. He was very much involved in the 
film and when someone is so involved 
he forgets about everything else, like 
what he is going through. When he starts 
performing he forgets everything, this is 
his commitment to his job,” he told PTI. 
The actor praised producer Dinesh Vijan 
for creating a schedule that suited Irrfan 
Khan’s routine. “He had set a fixed time for 

the shoot, from 10 am to 12 pm and then 
a break of two-and-half to three hours and 
then the work would begin only when Irrfan 

was ready. “This schedule was followed in 
Udaipur, London and other places. It was 
really sweet of Dinesh to work around like 

this,” he said. Ahead of the trailer launch of 
Angrezi Medium, Irrfan Khan had shared an 
emotional video and said he won’t be able 
to promote the film due to health issues. 

Radhika Madan, who plays his 
daughter’s character in the Homi Adajania-
directed film, said she wants him to 
recover completely. “His message got 
everyone emotional. At the end of the day, 
it is his film. He is Irrfan Khan. His work 
speaks for himself. He doesn’t need to 
be physically present,” she said. Radhika 
Madan said Irrfan Khan is a thorough 
professional and working with him was a 
learning experience. “He is so warm and 
not intimidating at all. He has no tantrums. 
He made me feel comfortable. The credit 
goes to him. He is an institution in himself 
in terms of everything. “I would observe 
him. He is so talented but he makes 
everything look effortless. I wanted to 
know their process, I wanted to know how 
they approach a scene,” she added. Angrezi 
Medium, also featuring Kareena Kapoor 
Khan, Dimple Kapadia, Pankaj Tripathi and 
Ranvir Shorey, is scheduled to be released 
on March 13.

Ajay Devgn to star in the Hindi remake of Kaithi
New Delhi, Agency. 

Earlier this month, Reliance 
Entertainment and Dream Warrior 
Pictures announced the Hindi remake 
of 2019’s Tamil blockbuster Kaithi. 
Now, it has been confirmed that Ajay 
Devgn will play the lead role in the 
remake. Devgn took to his Twitter 
account to make the announcement. 

He wrote, “Yes, I’m doing the 
Hindi remake of the Tamil film Kaithi. 
Releases on February 12, 2021.” 
“Kaithi is a gripping thriller and a 
tribute to all the celebrated cops-and-
criminals actioners you can think of. 
And yet it is like none you’ve ever 
seen. I really look forward to this 
collaboration and coming together 
with a great creative team that 
would do true justice to the film’s 
Hindi remake,” Shibasish Sarkar, 
Group CEO, Reliance Entertainment, 
had earlier said in a statement. 
Indianexpress.com’s Manoj Kumar 
R gave Kaithi 3.5 stars out of 5. 
Praising the performance of Karthi 
in his review, Manoj wrote, “Karthi 
has essayed his role in an almost self-
effacing manner while allowing space 
for other people’s acts of courage in 
the narration to get their due screen 
time. Kaithi is the director’s canvas. 

It is necessary to appreciate Karthi to 
let Lokesh do his thing without trying 
to bend the narration to suit his star 
image.” The Hindi remake of Kaithi 
releases on February 12, 2021. Film 
producer SR Prabhu also confirmed 
the development as he tweeted, 
“We are thrilled to announce that @
ajaydevgn will be playing the lead in @
RelianceEnt @DreamWarriorPic and 

@ADFFilms Hindi remake of #Kaithi. 
The film will release on February 12, 
2021.” In Kaithi, Karthi essayed the 
role of a convict who is ready to go to 
any lengths to see his daughter. The 
film also starred Narain and Dheena 
in pivotal roles. While the Tamil film 
was written and directed by Lokesh 
Kanagaraj, the director of its Hindi 
remake is yet to be announced.

Bhool Bhulaiyaa 2 director Anees Bazmee: 
Attempt is to present Tabu in a different avatar

New York, Agency. 

Of the many stories that have stuck with Ben Affleck from his 
Alcoholics Anonymous meetings, one has especially resonated for 
the actor. Recovery is often described as a process of removing a 
damaging habit from your life. One man articulated it in a more 
positive way. He said he quit drinking so he could be a free man. 
“That’s one of the most moving things that’s stayed with me,” says 
Affleck. “The desire for that freedom, and so I can be accountable 
to my kids.” After a turbulent few years, Affleck, 47, is trying to 
reclaim his life and reorder his career. In Affleck’s new film, The 
Way Back, both missions converge powerfully. He plays a former 
high-school basketball star brought back to coach his alma mater’s 
team in Gavin O’Connor’s movie, which opens March 6. The film has 
obvious similarities to Affleck’s life. It’s about a man struggling with 
alcoholism, divorce and midlife disappointment. It’s about the hard 
road to recovery, a path that Affleck has been walking, with a few 
stumbles along the way, the last three years. “I don’t know all the 
answers. I’m only an expert in my own failings,” Affleck says. “But 
the more expert you become in your own failings, interestingly, the 
less likely you are to repeat them, I’ve found. That is how my life has 
been getting better. I have a better relationship with my kids today 
than I did three years ago. I have a better relationship with my ex-

wife, I think, than I did three years ago. I think I’m a better actor. I 
think I’m a more interesting person because most of the growth 
that I’ve had has come from pain.” Affleck smiles. “You notice how 
you never succeed and all your wildest dreams come true and you 
go: ‘I got to change something!’ It’s when you hit a stumbling block 
that you say: ‘OK, let’s be really honest.’” And honesty is what Affleck 
is now practicing, to a degree rarely seen in Hollywood, let alone for 
someone whose personal ups and downs have been such regular 
fodder for tabloids. In an interview early last week, Affleck was 
candid and clear-eyed about his battle for sobriety and the roots 
of his drinking. He met with The Associated Press at a New York 
high school after taping a special with Diane Sawyer and shortly 
before The New York Times published an intimate profile on him. 
Occasionally his voice quavered but mostly Affleck spoke earnestly 
and straightforwardly. He seemed freshly unburdened. Making 
The Way Back, he said, helped him. “Sometimes just feeling those 
feelings again purges them a little bit and frees you a little bit,” says 
Affleck. “This movie was hard to make. Sometimes it was painful. 
And sometimes I was embarrassed. And sometimes I couldn’t 
believe my life had any similarity to this.” When Brad Ingelsby’s 
script came to Ben Affleck, it was titled The Has-Been. Affleck was 
being pitched to direct. Coming off the best picture-winning Argo, 
he last helmed the Prohibition-era crime thriller Live by Night, 
an ambitious gangster film that made a modest impression at the 
box office. Affleck immediately connected with the character: Jack 
Cunningham, a former star athlete whose alcoholism, isolation and 
grief is lifted by a reluctant return to basketball. 

Mumbai, Agency. 

Actor Jacqueline Fernandez is all set to feature in a 
music video along with Bigg Boss runner up Asim Riaz 
and the actor says she’s excited as the track is going to 
be a “visual treat.” The T-Series music video will see a 
popular traditional folk song undergo a contemporary 

twist, with music director Tanishk Bagchi writing and 
composing it. Jacqueline, who had previously worked 
with the Bhushan Kumar-led company for the single 
“GF BF” featuring Sooraj Pancholi, said the song is 
“relevant, modern and will be extremely fun.” “I loved 
just the idea of it, too. 

The tale we’re telling through this music video 
is magical. The concept of song and the music video 
were too enticing, for me to pass it up… The team 
and I have been prepping and rehearsing to get every 
nuance right,” she said in a statement. “I am super 
excited to be working with Asim Riaz for the first 
time. The music video is going to be a visual treat for 
everyone. We’re looking forward to everyone seeing 
it. I really loved working on this, because it was a 
passion project for me,” she added. Calling Jacqueline 
a youth icon, Bhushan said the team hopes to recreate 
the success of their last hit single with the actor. “The 
song is a traditional folk song, which Tanishk Bagchi 
has modernized and added his own unique twist to it. 
I have always enjoyed folk songs and want the younger 
generations to get familiarised with them. The song is 
going to be a huge hit and I cannot wait for everyone to 
hear it,” he added. The music video will be directed by 
Vinay Sapru and Radhika Rao, who previously helmed 
the single “Yaad Piya Ki Aane Lagi” featuring Divya 
Khosla Kumar. Shabina Khan is choreographing the 
track, which will soon go on floors.

Ben Affleck on the pain and 
catharsis of The Way Back

Jacqueline Fernandez to team up 
with Asim Riaz for music video
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New Delhi, Agency. 

Teaming up with Tabu was always on his to-
do list, a wish filmmaker Anees Bazmee is 
now fulfilling with Bhool Bhulaiyaa 2. The 
director said he will be presenting the critically-
acclaimed actor in a never seen before avatar in 
the sequel to 2007’s Akshay Kumar and Vidya 
Balan-led horror comedy. 

“I so wanted to work with Tabu and this role 
was apt for her. I offered the role, which I felt 
will suit her stature as a performer. It is not a 
special appearance, but an important part. It is 
too early to talk about it in detail. “My attempt is 
to present Tabu in a different avatar, something 
which the audience has not seen before. She is a 
wonderful actor and she can do anything,” Anees 
Bazmee told PTI. The director also revealed that 
Tabu will feature in the recreated version of “Ami 
je tomar” from the original movie. The original 

was directed by Priyadarshan and Bazmee said 
he has added his own signature touch to the 
upcoming sequel. “This is a completely different 
film and a story. It has elements of horror and 
comedy and this is new to me. I am enjoying it. 
My films are always entertaining and so will it 
be. “A director should have his own language 

while making a film. The audience is intelligent 
they come to know what is new and what is 
copied,” he added. The director said he is aware 
of the expectations from the new movie and he 
will be giving his best. “There is pressure with 
every film. With this film, the pressure is a bit 
more as the first one was loved very much by 
the audience. You forget about the pressure 
while shooting as you want to make a good film 
at the end of the day. There are expectations 
from the film and to live up to that is a little 
difficult. We all are working with honesty and 
giving our best.” The shoot of the film, which 
also stars Kartik Aryan and Kiara Advani, is 
currently underway in Jaipur and the team will 
soon move to Lucknow. “We will shoot here for 
a few days and then we will go to Lucknow for a 
month, then to Mumbai and there is a schedule 
overseas.” Co-produced by T-Series, the sequel 
will release worldwide on July 31.

New Delhi, Agency. AR Rahman is turning producer 
with the musical film 99 Songs. For the award-winning 
music composer, the Vishwesh Krishnamoorthy 
directorial, starring Ehan Bhat and Edilsey Vargas, 
feels like a rebirth. In a statement, Rahman said, “I feel 
like I have been reborn since the time I have decided to 
turn producer. It’s an entirely new feeling.” AR Rahman 
has also co-written 99 Songs with director Vishwesh 
Krishnamoorthy. Since the film marks a new beginning 
in Rahman’s career, he said, “It’s like being born again 
as a new man. When I started as a film music composer, 
I already had ten years of experience. But as a producer, 
it felt so new and seemed like I was starting all over 
again, and I wanted to leave no stone unturned in 
giving it my best.” “Also, since I was working with other 
debutants – the director and the actor – I was reminded 

that I have a completely new team and we had a modest budget. I didn’t want to spare 
any effort in presenting it well and try to make our own epic,” he added. As a producer, 
AR Rahman had to strike a balance between art and commerce. 

AR Rahman on 99 Songs : It’s an art to balance 
between creative and commercial
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