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FIRST COLUMN

New Delhi, Agency.  It is noon at Gokalpuri 
police station, and there is silence. The ������������������������ǡ�����ϐ�������������
after the entrance, is empty. As is the 
SHO’s room. Three women constables sit 
at the reception, looking into their mobile ������Ǥ�ǲ����������������Ǥ�����ϐ����������
hai. Teen din se yahi haal hai,” they said to 
people who occasionally walk in. And yet, 
something has changed from Tuesday to 
Wednesday after widespread violence, a 
tenuous calm. Less than 100 metres away, 
at the Gokalpuri tyre market set ablaze over 
the last three days, a lone constable from 
the police station sat on the pavement and ��������ϐ������ϐ��������������Ǥ�����������ǡ�
he had stood at the entrance, watching as 
men with bikes, lathis in their hands, sped 
past raising slogans. He has one explanation 
for what changed overnight: “Upar se order 
aa gaye raat ko…. Ab sab shaant hai.” Two 
and a half kilometres away, at 1 pm at 
Jafrabad police station, inspector Lekhpal 
Singh got off his Gypsy and walks inside, a 
bulletproof jacket strapped to his torso. He 
stopped only for a glass of water. Asked by 
The Indian Express if the situation around 
him is calm, he said, “Ask quickly. I have to 
go back out again. 

Violence in Delhi down, 
cop presence up: ‘Upar 
se order aa gaya’

New Delhi, Agency.  ����������ϐ�������������������Ǯ�����������ǯ�ϐ���������������������
minaret and a Tricolour lay mangled a step 
below. On Tuesday, rioters had desecrated �������������������������ϐ���ǡ�������������
and looted at least four homes underneath. 
Videos of men climbing the minaret had 
been circulated through Tuesday. This was 
one of two mosques, a kilometre apart, 
targeted inside Ashok Nagar, between noon 
and 3 pm. Two kilometres away in Brijpuri, 
another mosque was desecrated by rioters 
and torched. Eyewitnesses told The Indian 
Express Wednesday that a mob trooped into 
the neighbourhood around 12 pm Tuesday. 
“First they pelted the mosque with stones 
and then broke open its gates, climbed up �����������������������������ϐ����Ǥ������
they torched the building. Fortunately, 
residents staying in and around the mosque 
were evacuated,” said N K Sharma, an elderly 
local. The rioters also targeted a three-
storey residential property located on the 
other side of the lane facing the mosque, and 
torched eight shops. Locals maintained they 
could not recognise the rioters, “who were �������������ǳǤ�����������ϐ���������������������
around mid-noon, police had evacuated 
Muslim residents of the neighbourhood. “We 
were taken to the police station when the 
mosque was attacked. In the evening, the 
mob came back and looted all our valuables, 
including jewellery. 

Three mosques targeted, 
school burnt, shops & 
homes looted

New Delhi, Agency. Until recently, 
the Yamuna Vihar and Chand Bagh 
neighbourhoods were one wide road 
apart the National Highway 9, which cuts 
through North East Delhi. The distance 
gradually grew as an anti-CAA protest 
raged in the area. Over Monday and 
Tuesday, the gulf widened further, leaving 
a gaping hole in the middle one that 
cannot be seen, but felt. On Wednesday, 
it could be felt in the words of Sumit 
Rohilla, whose private coaching academy 
in Yamuna Vihar was targeted by rioters 
“from Chand Bagh”. “The protests had 
crossed over 40 days. We didn’t say a 
word. We are working professionals and 
have little time to care about these things. 
Monday marked a rupture. The way they 
came for us sent shivers down our spine.

>ĞŌ�ĐŚĂƌƌĞĚʹWĞƚƌŽů�ƉƵŵƉ͕�
coaching centre & a school

New Delhi, Agency.   

Barely hours after National Security Advisor (NSA) ����������ǡ��������������������������������������ϐ�����ǡ�
walked the streets of riot-hit areas of northeast Delhi 
going door to door and assuring residents of safety, 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi tweeted that he “had an 
extensive review on the situation prevailing in various 
parts of Delhi.” The signal couldn’t have been more loud 
and clear: South Block had swung into action to restore 
normalcy in the national capital wracked by violence 
that had claimed 27 lives by Wednesday. Indeed, this 
was foreshadowed the previous night after the Delhi 
Police machinery, reporting to Union Home Ministry 
under Amit Shah, had been ineffective in tamping down 
violence and arson that raged right through Tuesday. 
Soon after US President Donald Trump left India after 
his two-day visit, Doval was pressed into action. The 

NSA, who had earlier taken over the reins of law and 
order in Jammu and Kashmir post scrapping of Article 
370 in August, was seen walking down the lanes and 
bylanes of several neighbourhoods in the affected 
district including Maujpur and Chauhan Bangar. At 
one place, when a student told him that she was fearful 
and needed protection, he said: “I give you my word of 
honour.” Sources said Doval took a “stern view” of the 
police’s handling of the situation and questioned how 
a gathering of protesters was allowed underneath 
the Jafrabad Metro station Saturday night. It clearly 
indicated the PMO’s lack of faith in the ability of 
Delhi police leadership in controlling the situation. 
After taking stock of the situation both on Tuesday 
and Wednesday, Doval briefed Shah. Incidentally, on 
Wednesday, Shah held a series of meeting on various 
issues which included a Group of Ministers (GoM) with 
Cabinet colleagues Narendra Tomar and Ram Vilas 
Paswan. He had another meeting with Railway and 
Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal. These meetings were 
preceded by another one with Home Secretary Ajay ������� ���� �� ������� ��� ��ϐ�����Ǥ� �������ǡ� ��ϐ������� �����
this meeting was not on Delhi violence. 

WŽůŝĐĞ�ĨƵŵďůŝŶŐ͕�E^���ũŝƚ��ŽǀĂů�
ƐƚĞƉƐ�ŝŶ͕�ƐŝŐŶĂůƐ�WD�ŵĞƐƐĂŐĞ

New Delhi, Agency.    

A newly married man, a carpenter, a DJ, 
a businessman, a construction worker 
and a father who went to buy toffees 
for his children they are among the 
27 people who died during the violent 
clashes that gripped several areas of 
Northeast Delhi for the past three days. 
While the bodies lay inside mortuaries, 
grieving families waited outside to take 
them home. 

While the toll stood at 13 on Tuesday 
night, it reached 27 on Wednesday as 
either those already injured succumbed 
or others came in with wounds suffered ����������������������Ǥ�������������ϐ����
at GTB Hospital so far are Deepak Kumar 
(34); Ishaq Khan (24); Mohd Mudassir 
(30); Vir Bhan (50); Mohd Mubarak 
Hussain (28); Shan Mohd (35); Parvesh 
(48); Zakhir (24); Mehtaab (22); Ashfaq 
(22); Rahul Solanki (26); Shahid (25); 
Mohd Furkan (30); Rahul Thakur (23); 
Ratan Lal (42); Ankit Sharma (26); 
Dilbar; Mohsin Ali (24) and Vinod 
Kumar (50). Two deaths were reported 
from Lok Nayak Hospital, Mahruf Ali 

(30) and Aman (17). The rest were yet ������������ϐ���Ǥ����������������ȋʹʹȌǡ���
resident of Mustafabad, was returning 
from work on Tuesday when he was 
stabbed twice in the neck. ��� ���� ����� ���������� ϐ���� �������
injuries. An electrician, he died later 
that night at Al Hind Hospital. His 
body was brought to GTB Hospital in 
the morning. His wife, Tasneem, said 
they got married on February 14. “He 
wanted to come home early from work, 
but he could not make it because of the 
violence,” said his aunt, Azra Khatoo. 
After waiting several hours, Hussain’s 
family left at 7.30 pm and said they 
will return Thursday for the body. ������� ϐ���� ������� ����� ��������� ���
GTB Hospital, while two more were 
reported from Lok Nayak Hospital. 

Delhi violence : Among dead 
newlywed, father, 85-year-old woman

Washington, Agency.  

Hitting out at President Doland Trump for saying 
violence in Delhi is an “internal matter of India”, 
Democratic presidential candidate Bernie Sanders 
on Thursday said it’s a “failure of leadership on 
human rights”. “Over 200 million Muslims call India 
home. Widespread anti-Muslim mob violence has 
killed at least 27 and injured many more. Trump 
responds by saying ‘That’s up to India’. 

This is a failure of leadership on human rights,” 
tweeted Sanders. On the last day of his India visit, 
when Trump was asked about incidents of violence 
in India’s capital, the US president had said, “As far 
as the individual attacks, I heard about it, but I didn’t 
discuss that with him (Modi). That’s up to India.” 
Sanders is the second Democratic presidential 
nominee after Senator Elizabeth Warren to speak 
against the violence over the Citizenship Amendment 
Act in New Delhi. Condemning the violence in Delhi, 
Warren had tweeted, “It’s important to strengthen 
relationships with democratic partners like India. 
But we must be able to speak truthfully about our 
values, including religious freedom and freedom of 
expression and violence against peaceful protestors ��� ������ ����������Ǥǳ� ������ ��ϐ��������� ���������
too expressed concern over the developments 
on Wednesday. “We are alarmed by the recent 

violence in New Delhi. We continue to support an ����� ��������� ��� ������� ��� �����ϐ������ �������� ���
order to advance our vital long-term relationship,” 
Senator Mark Warner from the Democratic Party 
and John Cornyn from the GOP said in a joint 
statement. Warner and Cornyn are co-chairs of the ������� ������ ������ǡ� ���� �������� �������Ǧ�����ϐ���
caucus in the US Senate. Congressman Jamie Raskin ����� ��� ���� �����ϐ���� ��� ���� ��������ǡ� ������ ����
fueled by religious hatred and fanaticism. “Liberal 
democracies must protect religious freedom and 
pluralism, and avoid the path of discrimination and 
bigotry,” the Congressman said. Richard N Hass, who 
heads the powerful Council on Foreign Relations, 
said the reason for India’s relative success has been 
that its large Muslim minority saw itself as Indian. 
“But this is at risk owing to govt attempts to exploit 
identity politics for political advantage,” he said.

‘This is a failure of leadership on human rights,’ 
Bernie Sanders condemns Donald Trump’s remark

Z^�WƌĂƐĂĚ�ŽŶ�:ƵƐƟĐĞ�DƵƌĂůŝĚŚĂƌ�ƚƌĂŶƐĨĞƌ

New Delhi, Agency.   

Union Law Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad 
Thursday said a “well-settled process” 
was followed in the transfer of Delhi 
High Court judge Justice S Muralidhar to 
the Punjab and Haryana High Court, and 
pointed out that consent of the judge is 
taken in the decision. Justice Muralidhar 
was transferred Wednesday, hours after 
he pulled up the Delhi Police for its ������������ϐ������	�����������������������
who made hate speeches and expressed 
“anguish” over the communal violence ������������������Ǥ���������ϐ������������
issued following approval of a February 
12 recommendation by the Supreme 
Court Collegium. 

“Transfer of Hon’ble Justice 
Muralidhar was done pursuant to the 
recommendation dated 12.02.2020 of 
the Supreme Court collegium headed by 
Chief Justice of India. While transferring 
the judge consent of the judge is taken. 
The well settled process have been 
followed,” Prasad tweeted. Hitting 
out at the Congress for “politicising” 
the issue, Prasad said, “By politicising 
a routine transfer, Congress has yet 
again displayed its scant regard for the 
judiciary. People of India have rejected 
Congress Party and hence it is hellbent 
on destroying the very institutions 
India cherishes by constantly attacking 
them. “The Loya judgement has been 
well settled by the Supreme Court. 
Those raising questions do not respect 
the judgment of the Apex Court 
pronounced after elaborate arguments. 
Does Rahul Gandhi consider himself 
above even the Supreme Court?” he 
added. Prasad iterated the BJP respects 

the independence of the judiciary. 
“Record of Congress in compromising 
independence of judiciary, superseding 
judges even of Supreme Court during 
Emergency is well known. They rejoice 
only when the judgment is of their 
liking otherwise raise questions on 
the institutions itself.” He also said the 
Congress does not have any right to 
“lecture about objectionable speeches”. 
“The family & its cronies have routinely 
used the harshest words against the 
Courts, the Army, the CAG, the PM and the 
people of India,” Prasad said. Congress 
general secretary Priyanka Gandhi 
Vadra Thursday said it was “sad and 
shameful” that Justice S Muralidhar of 
the Delhi High Court was transferred to 
the Punjab and Haryana High Court. She 
also targeted the Centre for its “attempts 
to muzzle justice”. Congress leader 
Rahul Gandhi, meanwhile, tweeted: 
“Remembering the brave Judge Loya, 
who wasn’t transferred.” Addressing 
a press conference at the party 

headquarters in the national capital, 
Congress spokesperson Randeep Singh 
Surjewala hit out at the “brazenness 
and high-handedness of the Narendra 
Modi-Amit Shah-led government” 
and added that the government was 
“drunk on power” and was “muzzling 
the judiciary”. Justice Muralidhar’s ��������� ����ϐ�������� ����ǣ� ǲ��� ���������
of the power conferred by clause (1) of 
Article 222 of the Constitution of India, 
the President, after consultation with 
the Chief Justice of India, is pleased to 
transfer Shri Justice S Muralidhar, Judge 
of the Delhi High Court, as a Judge of the 
Punjab and Haryana High Court and to �������������������������������������ϐ����
in the Punjab and Haryana High Court”. 
Protesting Justice Muralidhar’s transfer, 
the Delhi High Court Bar Association 
has urged the Collegium to “revisit” and 
recall its recommendation, saying such 
transfers “tend to erode and dislodge 
the faith of the common litigant in the 
justice dispensation system”.

tŽŶ͛ƚ�ĂůůŽǁ�ĂŶŽƚŚĞƌ�ϭϵϴϰ�ƵŶĚĞƌ�ŽƵƌ�ǁĂƚĐŚ͕�ĨŝůĞ�&/ZƐ�ŽǀĞƌ�ŚĂƚĞ�ƐƉĞĞĐŚĞƐ�͗��ĞůŚŝ�,�
͞dŚĞ�ŶĂƚƵƌĞ�ŽĨ�ƉƌĂǇĞƌƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĞƚŝƚŝŽŶ�ǁĂƐ�ŶŽƚ�ƵƌŐĞŶƚ͟

New Delhi, Agency.

Coming down on hate speeches made by BJP 
leaders and expressing “anguish” over the 
communal violence in northeast Delhi that has 
left at least 27 people dead, the Delhi High Court 
Wednesday questioned the conduct of Delhi 
Police and directed it to register FIRs against 
those who made the speeches, saying “this 
city has seen enough violence” and “let it not 
repeat 1984” when anti-Sikh riots claimed over 
2,700 lives in Delhi alone. At a hearing marked 
by testy exchanges after Solicitor General 
Tushar Mehta said this was not the time to 
lodge FIRs over the speeches and that it would 
done at a more “appropriate” or “conducive” 
stage, the bench of Justices S Muralidhar and 
Talwant Singh directed Special Commissioner 
of Police Praveer Ranjan, who was present 
in the court room, to sit with the Delhi Police 
Commissioner and take a “conscious decision” 
on registration of FIRs against the BJP leaders 
who made the hate speeches and also others in 
the knowledge of the police. 

Mehta had sought to adjourn proceedings 
until Thursday, saying “the nature of prayers 
in the petition was not urgent”. But the bench, 

hearing a petition by activists Harsh Mander 
and Farah Naqvi that sought registration of 
FIRs, went ahead and said it needed to be 
informed about the action taken by Thursday. 
Incidentally, Justice Muralidhar was transferred 
out of Delhi High Court on Wednesday. The ��������� ��� ���� Ƭ� ������ǡ� ��� �� ����ϐ�������ǡ�
said the President, after consultation with the 
Chief Justice of India, had transferred Justice 
Muralidhar to the Punjab and Haryana High 
Court. The hearing Thursday will be before 
the bench headed by Chief Justice D N Patel 
who was not holding court Wednesday. Justice 
Muralidhar, taking up another petition while on 
a different bench with Justice A J Bhambhani 
Wednesday, also passed a string of directions on 

safe passage for the bodies of the victims, their 
proper burial/cremation, adequate number of 
helplines and help desks, besides rehabilitation 
and trauma counselling of those affected. In 
scenes rarely witnessed in open court, Justices 
Muralidhar and Singh ordered that video clips 
of four hate speeches be played in the court 
room after the Solicitor General and one of the ������� ��ϐ������ �������� ������ �������� ���������
not seen or heard all the speeches. The clips 
played were of a speech made by BJP leader 
Kapil Mishra in Maujpur, issuing an ultimatum 
to Delhi Police to clear the anti-CAA protesters; 
Union Minister Anurag Thakur’s election 
campaign speech where he chanted “Desh ke 
gaddaron ko” and had the crowd responding 
“goli maaro…”; BJP MP Parvesh Sahib Singh’s 
comment “these people will enter your homes 
and rape your sisters and daughters”; slogans 
such as “police ke hatyaaron ko, goli maaro…” 
raised by a crowd led by BJP MLA Abhay Verma 
in Laxmi Nagar. “What is worrying us that the 
same slogans have been raised repeatedly 
and if an FIR is not registered, it would send a 
wrong message to society. You (SG Mehta) say 
that it is not an appropriate stage. As per you, 
when will it be that stage? After the city has 

burnt down? How many more lives have to 
be lost?… Why are you not showing alacrity 
when it comes to registration of FIR in these 
cases? We want peace to prevail. This city has 
seen enough violence. Let it not repeat 1984,” 
the bench said. Earlier, Mehta said 11 FIRs had 
already been registered. When he said “the 
nature of prayers in the petition was not urgent 
and could be heard on Thursday”, the bench ����ǣ�ǲ��������ϐ�������������������������������������������Ǥ����������ϐ����������������������������������� ��Ǥ����ǡ� ��� �� ���� ��ϐ����ǡ� ��� ���� ������
prayer 1 (on registration of FIR) is not urgent?”. 
Mehta said, “The prayer came after 20 days of 
the statement. Let us not make it unpleasant.” At 
this, Justice Muralidhar said “the situation out 
there is unpleasant”. The court also witnessed 
a tussle between Mehta and Delhi government 
standing counsel (criminal) Rahul Mehra who 
said he had the mandate to represent the police 
in the High Court and he saw “no reason why 
an FIR in the matter should not be registered”. 
Mehra, who was assisted by advocate Chaitanya 
Gosain, submitted “this cannot be the stand of 
the Delhi Police because it has to come through 
me. I have to go through the status report and 
satisfy my conscience”. 

Well settled process followed 
consent of judge taken
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Elgaar Parishad case accused doesn’t turn up, Koregaon 
Bhima inquiry panel drops her as witness

Chandigarh, Agency. 

Bhiwani BJP MP Dharambir Singh’s 
letter to CM Manohar Lal Khattar on land 
sharks allegedly eyeing Halwasiya Vidya 
Vihar Senior Secondary School land was 
raised in the Vidhan Sabha Wednesday 
by Tosham MLA Kiran Choudhry. After 
the Congress MLA sought the CM’s reply 
on action being taken in the matter, 
Khattar assured that any misuse of the 
school’s land will neither be tolerated 
nor allowed. The Indian Express had on 
Tuesday reported about the MP’s letter 
raising the issue and claiming that it was 
tarnishing the BJP’s image. Raising the 
issue, Kiran Choudhry said: “It was in 
1976, when Chaudhary Bansi Lal ji had 
got a land acquired in Bhiwani and given 
it for constructing a school. 

Today, a school is functional on that 
land and 2,250 children are studying 
there and more than 150 teachers are 
there. Value of this land is Rs 200 crore, 
but it is extremely unfortunate that land 
sharks are eyeing this piece of land now. 
A case was also going on in the court 
and government was also defending it, 
but three-four days ago government has 

withdrawn its stand. As a result, several 
allegations are being levelled (on the 
government).” Referring to the report 
published in The Indian Express and ϐ�������� ���� ����� �������ǯ�� ��������� ���
the House, Kiran Choudhry added, “Your 
own Member of Parliament, Chaudhary 
Dharambir Singh, I have today read in 
The Indian Express, has written a letter 
to the Chief Minister. I had also written 

a letter to the Chief 
Minister on this issue. 
When the government 
had appointed an 
administrator on this 
land, why was he 
withdrawn. If this is 
the way it will go, it 
is a matter of severe 
corruption. This might 
not be in the Chief 
Minister’s knowledge, 
but I would like to 
say that it is a serious 
issue and concerns 
land worth Rs 200 
crore and converting 
this land, selling it for 
constructing malls. 

Dharambir ji has written in his letter 
that certain BJP people want to do it. 
Since Chief Minister is present here, 
I would like to request to know what 
action are you taking on it?” Dharambir, 
in his letter to Khattar, had alleged that ǲ���������ϐ����������������ʹͲͲ������������
of a social society-run private school 
in Bhiwani after encroaching land of a ������Ǥ������������ ��� ���� �������ϐ��� ����

tarnishing the image of BJP as allegations 
are being levelled on some persons of 
the party too in this game”. Halwasiya 
Vidhya Vihar Senior Secondary School of 
Bhiwani that is functional on the land in 
question, was started with the donations 
from the public while the government 
had provided land for it. 

Responding to Kiran Choudhry, Khattar 
said, “Although I am not fully aware of the 
particular issue, but I will apprise the 
House of whatever information I readily 
have. This is a very prestigious school. 
I am not aware about the background 
of its land, but this much I am aware 
that there was some dispute within the 
management of the school, which was 
also in the court. I have learnt that the 
two groups within the management that ����� ϐ�������� ����� ���������� ��������
the management collectively. Now, if the 
management jointly wants to function 
and run the school, we do not have any 
objection to that.” Talking on the issue 
pertaining to school’s land, Khattar 
added, “As far as the land is concerned, 
if anybody wants to misuse the school’s 
land, that will not be tolerated and will be 
stopped at every cost.”

Amritsar, Agency.

United Nations Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres is saddened by 
the reports of casualties following 
the protests in Delhi and calls for 
maximum restraint, his spokesperson ����� ��� �� ������ ������ ����ϐ����
Wednesday. “As he has done in similar 
circumstances, he calls for maximum 
restraint and for violence to be 
avoided,” Secretary-General Guterres’ 
spokesperson Stéphane Dujarric said. 
At least 32 people have been killed and 
250 injured due to communal violence 
over the Citizenship (Amendment) 
Act in northeast Delhi. Breaking his 
silence on the violence, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi tweeted Tuesday that 
he “had an extensive review on the 
situation prevailing in various parts 
of Delhi” while National Security Advisor 
Ajit Doval stepped in to restore normalcy in 
the national capital and walked the streets 
of riot-hit areas and assured residents 
of safety. This was the UN chief’s second 
comment on the violence. The previous 
day, he said he was closely following the 

situation in New Delhi and stressed that 
demonstrators should be allowed to protest 
peacefully. “I think it’s very important that 
demonstrators be allowed to demonstrate 
peacefully and that security forces show 
restraint. This is the SG’s constant position,” 
the spokesperson had said.

Kochi, Agency.

Jolly Joseph, the 47-year-old prime accused in the case involving 
the murders of her close and extended family members over a span 
of 14 years, allegedly attempted suicide by slitting her left wrist 
at the district jail in Kozhikode where she was lodged, a senior �������ϐ���������ϐ�����Ǥ������������������������������������������
the district hospital and subsequently to the Medical College in ������������������������������ �������� ������������Ǥ�������ϐ������
said Joseph, who had tried to slit her vein using some kind of blunt 
object and was subsequently bleeding, was discovered by her 
fellow prisoners in the cell around 4 am. “Fearing such tendencies, 
we have never kept her in a solitary cell. We put other prisoners 
to keep a watch on her. 
Last night, she had 
covered herself with 
a quilt so it was hard 
to see. But when the 
other prisoners saw 
traces of blood around 
her bed, they alerted 
us and we rushed her 
to the hospital,” he 
said. Since the vein was not slit, but simply smashed a bit, Joseph 
was not in a critical condition. She would be brought back to the �����������������������������Ǥ������������ϐ��������������������������
and stoic on most days and has not exhibited suicidal tendencies 
in the past. “However, we give regular counselling. Even yesterday, 
there was a session,” he said. Joseph, who hails from Koodathai 
village on the outskirts of Kozhikode, was arrested in October 
last year on charges of killing six of her family members including ����ϐ������������������������Ǧ��Ǧ�������������������ͳͶ����������
secretly mixing cyanide in their food. The motives behind the 
alleged murders include taking over the family property and 
marrying a man of her choice. Trial is currently on in the case.

Pune, Agency. 

The Koregaon Bhima Commission of Inquiry 
on Wednesday dropped Harshali Potdar, an 
accused in the Elgaar Parishad case, as a 
witness as Potdar didn’t appear before the 
commission even after being summoned. 
The chairman of the commission, Justice 
(retired) J N Patel, passed an order dropping 
her as a witness. Advocate Ashish Satpute, 
lawyer for the commission, said, “Harshali 
Potdar was supposed to appear before the 
commission. But neither Harshali nor her 
lawyer appeared after the commission 
started its work today. 

After waiting for some time, the 
commission passed an order dropping 
Harshali Potdar as a witness because she 
was not willing to depose.” After Justice 
Patel passed the order, Potdar’s lawyer 
appeared before the commission and 
submitted an application, stating that 
she could not appear due to medical 
problems. There was no hearing over this 
application as the order was passed before 
it was submitted. Potdar was among the 
organisers of the Elgaar Parishad, an 
evening conclave held at Shaniwar Wada 
on December 31, 2017, a day before the 
200th anniversary of the Battle of Bhima 
Koregaon. On January 1, 2018, the day of 
the anniversary, violence had broken out 
at Koregaon Bhima, in which one person 
was killed and several injured. Potdar had ϐ����� ��� ��ϐ������� ������� ���� ���Ǧ�������
commission, and blamed Hindutva 
leaders Milind Ekbote and Sambhaji Bhide 

���� ���� ��������� ��� ���� ��ϐ������Ǥ� ������
the Commission had summoned her a 
few times in the past for deposing as a 
witness, she didn’t appear before it, citing 
medical reasons. Both Ekbote and Bhide 
were accused of inciting the violence in 
cases registered under Pune Rural Police 
jurisdiction. Ekbote was arrested in 
March 2018 but released on bail a month 
later, while Bhide was never arrested, 
apparently due to lack of evidence. Pune 
Police has claimed the speeches at Elgaar 
Parishad contributed to the violence, and 
organisers of the event had links with ���� ������ ���ϐ��� ���Ǧ������Ǥ� ������� ����
named 23 accused, including Potdar, in 
connection with the case and arrested nine 
of them in 2018. The case was transferred 
to the National Investigation Agency (NIA) 
by the Centre in January. The NIA has, in its 
FIR, named 11 people, including the nine 
arrested accused and two others, activists 
Anand Teltumbde and Gautam Navlakha. 
Potdar is not among the 11 accused named 
in the NIA FIR.

Chandigarh, Agency. 

MLAs from the ruling Congress as well as the 
opposition on Wednesday raised the issue 
of drug menace during the ongoing Budget 
Session of Punjab Vidhan Sabha. Congress 
MLA Harpartap Singh Ajnala said that in his 
border constituency, Ajnala, many youths 
were passing away right in front of the eyes of 
their mothers due to drug overdose. He called 
upon his colleagues to do no such thing that 
lets drug peddlers escape the clutches of law. 

Lok Insaf Party (LIP) chief Simarjeet 
Singh Bains reminded Punjab Chief Minister 
of his vow taken at a political rally before 
2017 elections. He praised former STF chief 
Harpreet Sidhu by calling him an honest ��ϐ��������������������������������������������
drug trade that “your then Cabinet Minister 
(Navjot Singh Sidhu) had read out to the 
media but it was never made public as it had 
names of senior leaders”. He called upon the ��� ��� ������� ���� ϐ���� ��������� ��� ���� �����
racket. Leader of Opposition and AAP MLA 
Harpal Cheema also raised the report by the 

STF that was still lying sealed in the High 
Court. “Why has that report not been opened 
yet? Is the Chief Minister trying to save those 
people? “ He dared Amarinder to arrest those 
responsible for the menace of drugs in the 
state. During his speech, Amarinder responded 
by saying that he had sworn in the name 

of Gutka Sahib in Damdama that he would 
break the backbone of drugs, which he had 
successfully done. He said, “My government’s 
comprehensive campaign against drugs has 
squarely broken the backbone of the drug ��ϐ��� ��� ���� �����Ǥ� ���� ��������� ����������
unabated, in line with my poll promise.” 
He said the state government had adopted 
a comprehensive EDP Enforcement, De-
addiction and Prevention strategy to meet the 
requirements of its promise to the people of ������Ǥ��������ϐ������ǡ����������������͵Ͷǡ͵͵�
NDPS cases had been registered during the 
last three years, with the arrest of 42,571 
persons and seizure of 974.15 kg of heroin 
by Punjab Police. A total of 193 Out-patient 
Opioid Addiction Treatment (OOATs) clinics 
had been established and were providing 
free regular treatment to drug addicts, and, at 
present, 3.70 lakh persons were undergoing 
treatment for drug addiction in the state, he 
said. The Chief Minister assured the House 
that these efforts will be redoubled and 
continue “till we succeed to control, if not 
fully obliterate, drugs from the state”.

WƵŶũĂď��ŽŶŐƌĞƐƐ�D>�Ɛ�ƋƵĞƐƟŽŶ��ĂƉƚ�ŽŶ�ĚƌƵŐ�
ŵĞŶĂĐĞ͕�ŚĞ�ƐĂǇƐ�ŵĂĮĂ͛Ɛ�ďĂĐŬďŽŶĞ�ďƌŽŬĞŶ

Chandigarh, Agency. 

Indian National Lok Dal’s lone MLA 
Abhay Chautala Wednesday questioned 
the seriousness of the BJP-JJP coalition 
government in tackling corruption asking �������������������������������������ϐ�����������
28 cases in which the accused were booked 
under the Prevention of Corruption Act. Abhay, 
a former Leader of Opposition, also took on 
Speaker Gian Chand Gupta for not allowing 
him to ask supplementary questions during the 
Question Hour on the third day of the ongoing 
Budget Session of the Haryana Vidhan Sabha. 
Abhay was seeking government’s response on 
the expenditure incurred on the state-level 
anti-corruption day organized in Panchkula 
on December 9, 2019. After the government 
stated that it spent Rs 5.5 lakh, Abhay began 
referring to various scams including the 
paddy procurement scam and kilometre scam 
to which the Speaker objected. Interrupting 
Abhay, Speaker told him that he can not give ��ǲ������ǳ���������������ϐ�������������������Ǥ�
Abhay reiterated that he was only speaking on 
the issues referring to corruption and wants 
the concerned minister’s reply on it. Abhay 
added, “Even the government’s own senior ��ϐ���������������������������������������������
paddy procurement”.

Abhay had also sought information on the 
district-wise total number of cases registered 
under the Prevention of Corruption Act from 
January 1, 2015 till date. He had also sought 
current status of all such cases in which the ����������� ���� ϐ����� �������� ��� ���� �������
courts against the acquittal of accused. In 
his reply, Home Minister Anil Vij mentioned 
that a total of 250 cases were registered from 
January 1, 2015 till December 31, 2019 out 
of which 11 were “untraced” while 73 got 
“cancelled”. Vij added that while 45 cases 
were still under investigation, 121 were put 
in court of which 82 were under trial, and in 
11 cases the accused were convicted while in 
28 they were acquitted. Vij further said that 
government has challenged the acquittals ��� ϐ���� �����Ǥ� ǲ�� ����������� ��� �������� �������
reply and that too from a minister who talks of 
curbing the corruption. What are the reasons 
that prevented government from challenging 
other 23 acquittals? If the government had ����������� ����������� ������ �������� ��ϐ�������
without any proof that eventually resulted in 
their acquittals, then what action did they take 
against the complainants? Why no action was ��������������������ϐ�����������������������������
ample proof against the accused in courts,” 
asked Abhay He further said that corruption 
cases were registered against innocent people 
resulting in humiliation of those accused and 

��������������������������������ϐ����������������
responsible for that were let off. “Why no action ���� ����� ������ �������� ����� ��ϐ������ǫǳǤ� �����ǡ�
in the evening, Abhay told the media persons 
that he wants that the government must get 
a CBI probe into the paddy procurement 
scam, kilometre scam, scholarship scam, VAT 
scam, illegal mining in Aravalis and all other 
scandals that have emerged during BJP’s ������� ��� ���� ����� ϐ���� �����Ǥ� �������� ������
the day’s proceedings, he said, “I was talking 
about various corruption cases that need a 
thorough probe, but the Speaker interrupted 
me citing rules that I can not ask more than 
two supplementary questions. Vidhan Sabha 
is a platform, where I want to highlight 
various scandals committed by the current 
government. I again urge the government to 
reveal the status of investigations, if any, into all 
these cases and apprise the House about what ������� ��� ����� �������� ������� ��ϐ������ǳǤ� ��� ����
reply, which was also tabled in the House, Vij ��������� ������ ϐ���������� ���� ������ �����������
under Prevention of Corruption Act by the state 
Vigilance Department from January 1, 2015 till 
December 31, 2019. It showed that Vigilance 
department registered maximum of 161 
corruption cases in Rohtak range out of which it 
secured convictions in 42 and the accused were 
acquitted in 47. Government has challenged 
acquittals in seven cases. Similarly, in Hisar, 142 
cases were registered. In 28 cases the accused 
were convicted and in 50 they were acquitted; 
government has challenged one acquittal. In 
Gurugram range, 131 cases were registered 
(convictions in 18, acquittals in 55); in Ambala 
range, 49 cases were registered (convictions 
in 10, acquittals in seven); in Karnal range, 
36 cases were registered (no conviction, one 
acquittal). Further, in Faridabad range, 24 
cases were registered out of which there is 
zero conviction and one acquittal. Government 
has not challenged this acquittal, yet. Also, 18 
cases were registered in Panchkula range out 
of which three were convicted and four were 
acquitted. Government has challenged all these 
four acquittals in higher courts.
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Mumbai, Agency. 

A war of words broke out between former 
allies Wednesday with tourism minister 
Aaditya Thackeray slamming former chief 
minister and BJP leader Devendra Fadnavis 
over the latter’s remark about the Shiv 
Sena “wearing bangles”. The controversy 
erupted after Fadnavis, while addressing 
a protest rally in Mumbai’s Azad Maidan 
Tuesday, questioned the Sena’s silence over 
a communal remark made by AIMIM leader 
Waris Pathan. “The Sena might have worn bangles. Our women do not like the usage of this 
phrase, so I will not say this here,” he said. Targeting Fadnavis on Twitter, Aaditya said bangles 
are worn by strong women. “Shri @Dev_Fadnavis ji, normally I choose not to comment back. 
Kindly apologise about the bangles comment: bangles are worn by the strongest of all- the 
women. Politics can go on, but we need to change this discourse. Rather disgraceful coming 
from a former CM,” Aaditya tweeted. Talking to reporters outside the Assembly, Aaditya again 
said that Fadnavis should apologise. Coming to Fadnavis’s defense, wife Amruta put out a 
retaliatory tweet against Aaditya claiming that he would not understand a pun. “A cocooned 
worm will never understand the ‘Pun’ of life! It’s meant to thrive on the glory of the silken life 
woven for its comfort by its ancestors @AUThackeray ! Proud of ur struggles @Dev_Fadnavis 
& each and every hardworking member of @BJP4Maharashtra !” she said. Yuva Sena secretary 
Varun Sardesai hit back asking whether Amruta was referring to Fadnavis.

&ĂĚŶĂǀŝƐ͛Ɛ�ďĂŶŐůĞ�ũŝďĞ�ůĞĂĚƐ�
ƚŽ�^ĞŶĂ͕��:W�ǁĂƌ�ŽĨ�ǁŽƌĚƐ

Ludhiana, Agency. 

CONTINUING ITS crackdown on Punjabi 
singers and artists promoting violence, ������� ���� ������ �������� ������ ���� ϐ����ǡ�
the Punjab government has now written 
to the Union Ministries of Information & 
Broadcasting (I&B) and Electronics and 
Information Technology to get such content 
removed from YouTube and other social 
media platforms. Following a complaint ϐ����� ��� ������� ���� �������� ����� ������
advocate H C Arora to the Punjab DGP ���� ������ ��ϐ������� ���������ǡ� ���� �����ǯ��
Home Secretary has now written to both 
central ministries to take steps and get 
inappropriate content removed from 
YouTube and other social media platforms. 
The February 20 letter (a copy of which is 
with The Indian Express) issued by Punjab’s 
Department of Home Affairs & Justice, 
addressed to the secretaries of both central 
ministries is titled ‘Request for taking steps 
for removal of songs glorifying liquor, wine, 
drugs and violence from YouTube and 
other social media platforms in view of the 
directions issued by the High Court’. Citing an 
HC judgment that directed DGPs of Punjab, 
Haryana and UT Chandigarh to ensure that 
no such songs are played even in live shows, 
the letter states, “…You are requested to 
take up the matter with all concerned to 
remove all songs glorifying liquor, wine, 
drugs and violence from YouTube and other 
social media platforms too in Punjab state 
as these songs are misleading the younger 
generation and have a huge impact on 
school children and college students. A 
complete ban on such songs is not possible 
without removing them from social media 
platforms…” Meanwhile, advocate Arora on 
whose earlier complaint Mansa police had 
booked singers Shubhdeep Singh alias Sidhu 
Moose Wala and Mankirt Aulakh, has now ϐ������������������������������������������
for ‘criminal intimidation’ through a song he 
reportedly sang at a live show in Sangrur on 
February 10, after being booked and getting 
bailed out in an earlier case. In his fresh 
complaint to Punjab DGP dated February 
26, Arora has demanded that Sangrur police 
register another FIR against Moose Wala 
because during his live show at Dirba.
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How much milk does the country produce?
Vijay Kumar, New Delhi 

What is India’s milk production and 
how realistic are the estimates put out 
by the department of animal husbandry 
and dairying (DAHD)? The reason for 
asking this is that the growth in milk ������������������ϐ��������������������
seem to square up with the increase in 
sales of organised dairies at least in the 
recent period. Take the last 10 years 
from 2008-09 to 2018-19. During the ϐ����� ����� ��� ����� ������� ȋʹͲͲͺǦͲͻ� ���
2013-14), production registered a 4.2 
per cent compound annual growth rate 
(CAGR) from 112.2 million tonnes (mt) 
to 137.7 mt. The second half (2013-
14 to 2018-19), however, saw a CAGR 
of 6.4 per cent, with output rising 
from 137.7 mt to 187.7 mt. The above �����ǡ� ������ǡ� ���ǯ�� ��ϐ������� ��� �������
milk marketing by cooperative dairies, 
which recorded a CAGR of 7.9 per cent ��� ���� ϐ����� ������� ȋ����� ʹͲͳǤͲ͵� �����
litres per day to 294.44 LLPD) and only 
3.8 per cent during the second (from 
294.44 LLPD to 354.53 LLPD). 

Quite the reverse, in other words. 
But it’s not only the cooperatives. 
The country’s top 10 private dairy 
companies reported combined net 
sales of Rs 15,886.43 crore in 2014-

15. That touched Rs 20,357.44 crore 
in 2018-19, translating into a CAGR of 
6.4% in current value terms. Given an 
average annual wholesale price index ��ϐ����������ͶǤ͵��������������������������
this period, the yearly sales volume 
growth would work out to just 2.1 per 
cent or so. Simply put, the organised 
dairy sector would have grown by 
hardly 3 per cent annually in the last ϐ���������ǡ������� ���ǯ��������������� ����
6.4 per cent CAGR for milk production, 
as per DAHD statistics. Another reason ����������������������������ϐ�������������
estimates has to do with data from ���� ��������� ������������ ��ϐ���ǯ�� ȋ���Ȍ�
household consumer expenditure 
surveys (HCES). The all-India per capita 
consumption of milk over 30 days 
was reported at 3.866 litres for rural 
and 5.107 litres for urban households 
in the 2004-05 HCES. These went 
up to 4.333 litres and 5.422 litres, 

����������������ʹ ͲͳͳǦͳʹǤ����������ϐ������
point to note is that the NSO per capita 
consumption numbers are way below 
what one would get from the DAHD’s 
production estimates. The weighted 
all-India average (rural and urban) 
daily per capita consumption of milk 
from the NSO’s HCES was 139.3 ml (or 
143.5 grams) in 2004-05 and 154.8 ml 
(159.4 grams) in 2011-12. This was as 
against the daily per capita availability 
of 233 grams in 2004-05 and 290 
grams in 2011-12 arrived from the 
DAHD’s production estimates of 92.5 
mt and 127.9 mt for these two years. It 
can be seen that the gap between the 
two per capita numbers, which was 
89.5 grams in 2004-05, had widened 
to 130.6 grams by 2011-12. The HCES 
takes into account consumption of milk 
both in direct liquid form, as well as 
converted into products (curd, ghee, 
butter, etc) or used for preparation 
of sweetmeats at home. It excludes 
non-household consumption by tea 
shops, restaurants/dhabas, ice-cream 
and sweetmeat makers, and other 
institutional users. Such consumption, 
however, is unlikely to exceed, say, 
20 per cent of the milk consumed in 
households (that too, assuming every ϐ�����������������������������ȌǤ�

New Delhi Correspondent. 

After three days of arson and violence in areas surrounding 
his neighbourhood in Northeast Delhi’s Maujpur, ͳͷǦ����Ǧ���� �������� ����� ����� ���� ���� ϐ����Ǧ����� ������
examination on Wednesday morning. “There was a lot 
of violence since Sunday, so he was unable to study very 
well. We locked ourselves inside 
our homes. He kept running to 
the windows to see what was 
happening outside. I thought 
his exam would get affected by 
this but he called me and said 
it went well,” said his mother 
Meenakshi Singh, waiting for him 
to return home in the afternoon. 
The Central Board of Secondary 
Education (CBSE) postponed Wednesday’s Class X and 
XII board examinations for 86 centres in Northeast Delhi. 
However, many students in the area study in schools 
outside the region, including Sambhav, who is a student 
of DAV Centenary Public School, Chander Nagar. Schools 
in Northeast Delhi were shut by the Delhi government on 
both Tuesday and Wednesday, and all internal exams in 
the district were postponed as well. Away from school and 
under the shadow of widespread violence, children in the 
region are also learning how to deal with the polarisation 
and violence in their own ways. As the tense atmosphere 
calmed down on Wednesday, three teenagers Shoaib (16), 
Sameer (17) and Akash (19) made their way to their friend 
Vinay’s house in Gurudwara mohalla. Together, they are 
a quartet of best friends. Shoaib, Sameer and Vinay are 
classmates in Class XI at Jafrabad Public School. “As we 
were stuck in our homes during the violence, we called �������������������������������������ϐ���Ǥ�

/Ŷ�ƌŝŽƚͲŚŝƚ�ĂƌĞĂƐ�ŽĨ��ĞůŚŝ͕�ƐĐŚŽŽůŬŝĚƐ�
ƐƟůů�ůŽŽŬ�ďĞǇŽŶĚ�ƌĞůŝŐŝŽŶ

New Delhi Correspondent. 

Following a surge in coronavirus 
(Covid-19) cases in Italy and Iran, ����������� ϐ������ ��� ����� ���� ����
countries will now be screened 
for the deadly disease at the 
Chhatrapati Shivaji International 
Airport for suspected symptoms, ��ϐ������� ����� ���������Ǥ� ������
new cases of the virus are slowly 
decreasing in China, where the ��������� ���� ϐ����� �������� �����
December, the outbreak is gradually 
escalating in other countries  Iran, 
Italy and South Korea. Together the 
three countries have recorded over 
1,600 cases and 40 deaths. Globally, 
over 80,000 cases of Covid-19 
infection have been recorded with 
2,750 deaths until Wednesday. Currently, Mumbai 
airport is now screening passengers from China, 
Thailand, Hong Kong, Singapore, Indonesia, Malaysia, 
Japan, South Korea, Nepal, and Vietnam, apart from 
Iran and Italy. Since January, 17, 53,981 passengers in ͶͶͳ�ϐ�������������������������Ǥ�������������������������
department has also provided an additional workforce ��� ����� ������� �������� ��ϐ������� ������� �����������

using thermal scanners placed in pre-immigration 
areas. Till now, Maharashtra government has placed 
304 passengers under observation for suspected 
symptoms such as cough, cold, pneumonia or fever. Of 
them 91 were admitted in isolation facilities until their 
samples were tested negative for the virus. All these 
reports have come negative. Currently, there are two 
persons under isolation facility at Kasturba Hospital, 
Mumbai, and one in Naidu Hospital, Pune.

�ŽƌŽŶĂǀŝƌƵƐ͗�dƌĂǀĞůůĞƌƐ�ĨƌŽŵ�/ƌĂŶ͕�
/ƚĂůǇ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ƐĐƌĞĞŶĞĚ�Ăƚ�DƵŵďĂŝ

Chanchal Singh, New Delhi��������������������ϐ�����ǡ�������������������������
Indian crew members who were stranded 
onboard a coronavirus-hit quarantined cruise 
ship off Yokohama port in Japan, landed in New 
Delhi in the early hours of Thursday. Taking to 
Twitter, Foreign Minister S Jaishankar said, “Air ������ϐ�����������������������������������������ǡ����������ͳͳͻ�������������ϐ�����������������������
Lanka, Nepal, South Africa and Peru who were 
quarantined onboard the #DiamondPrincess 
due to #COVID19. Appreciate the facilitation of 
Japanese authorities. ����������̷���������������������Ǥǳ���ϐ�������
said that those rescued will be quarantined 
for 14 days at the Army camp in Manesar. The 
30-year-old, who hails from Hatipa village 
in West Bengal’s Uttar Dinajpur district, was 
among the Indian crew members on board the ����ǡ�����������������ǡ�����������ͳ����ϐ������
cases of the novel coronavirus. He had earlier 
appealed to Indian authorities for help. In 

videos posted on social media, he reached out to 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and West Bengal 
Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee, urging them 
to ask the Japanese government to separately 
quarantine those infected and uninfected on 
board the ship. “The Indian Embassy in Tokyo 
and our company were trying to get us back, 
and last week we underwent tests. Recently, the 
test results came negative and showed that we 
are uninfected,” the 30-year-old said through 
WhatsApp. “Around 1 pm local time, 122 Indian 
crew, including me, disembarked and got into 

six buses at Yokohama port. We are being taken 
to Tokyo (Henada) airport.” “We have been told 
that we will be kept in quarantine at a special 
facility for 14 more days and will undergo 
tests. Thereafter, we can return home,” he said. 
Speaking to The Indian Express from Siliguri, 
the crew member’s brother said, “We are so ������ ����� ��� �������� ��� ϐ������� ���������ǡ�
and will be home in a few days. I spoke with 
him today. We will not go to Delhi since we 
will not be allowed to meet him we will wait 
for his return home.” Besides this, a special ������� ���� 	����� ϐ������ ����� �������� ����� �
Indians from Bangladesh, Myanmar, Maldives, 
China, South Africa, USA and Madagascar, the 
foreign minister added. “Seventy-six Indians 
and 36 nationals from 7 countries Bangladesh, 
Myanmar, Maldives, China, South Africa, USA 
and Madagascar. Appreciate facilitation by the 
Chinese government,” he announced on the 
micro-blogging site. Those rescued from Wuhan 
will be kept at the ITBP facility in Chhawla in 
the national capital.

/ŶĚŝĂŶƐ�ŽŶ�ďŽĂƌĚ�ĐŽƌŽŶĂǀŝƌƵƐͲŚŝƚ 
:ĂƉĂŶ�ƐŚŝƉ�ƌĞƚƵƌŶ�ŽŶ��ŝƌ�/ŶĚŝĂ�ŇŝŐŚƚ

:ƵƐƟĐĞ�DƵƌĂůŝĚŚĂƌ͛Ɛ�ƚƌĂŶƐĨĞƌ͗�^ŚĂŵĞĨƵů͕�ƐĂǇƐ�
WƌŝǇĂŶŬĂ͖�ZĂŚƵů�ƌĞŵĞŵďĞƌƐ�:ƵƐƟĐĞ�>ŽǇĂ

Mukesh Kumar Thakur, New Delhi. 

Congress general secretary Priyanka 
Gandhi Vadra Thursday said it was “sad 
and shameful” that Justice S Muralidhar 
of the Delhi High Court was transferred 
to the Punjab and Haryana High Court. 
She also targeted the Centre for its 
“attempts to muzzle justice”. Congress 
leader Rahul Gandhi, meanwhile, 
tweeted: “Remembering the brave Judge 
Loya, who wasn’t transferred.” Hours 
after Justice Muralidhar pulled up the ������ ������� ����� ���� ��������� ��� ϐ������
FIRs against BJP leaders who made hate 
speeches and expressed “anguish” over 
the communal violence in northeast �����ǡ�������ϐ�����������������������������
a February 12 recommendation of the 
Supreme Court Collegium to transfer 
him to the Punjab and Haryana HC. 
Along with a screenshot of the transfer 
letter, Priyanka tweeted, “The midnight 
transfer of Justice Muralidhar isn’t 
shocking given the current dispensation, 
but it is certianly sad & shameful. 

Millions of Indians have faith in 
a resilient & upright judiciary, the 
government’s attempts to muzzle justice 

& break their faith are deplorable”. �� ��������� ����ϐ�������� ����� ����
Department of Justice in the Ministry 
of Law and Justice said, “In exercise of 
the power conferred by clause (1) of 
Article 222 of the Constitution of India, 

the President, after consultation with 
the Chief Justice of India, is pleased to 
transfer Shri Justice S Muralidhar, Judge 
of the Delhi High Court, as a Judge of 
the Punjab and Haryana High Court and 
to direct him to assume charge of his 

��ϐ���� ��� ���� ������� ���� �������� �����
Court”. Addressing a press conference, 
Congress spokesperson Randeep Singh 
Surjewala said, “Justice Muralidhar was 
transferred overnight. 

The country is no longer surprised 
at the brazenness, high-handedness 
of the Narendra Modi-Amit Shah govt 
to shield those who have on record 
given hate speeches”. Protesting Justice 
Muralidhar’s transfer, the Delhi High 
Court Bar Association had urged the 
Collegium to “revisit” and recall its 
recommendation, saying such transfers 
“tend to erode and dislodge the faith 
of the common litigant in the justice 
dispensation system”. Known for his 
bold pronouncements on communal 
violence and personal liberty, Justice 
Muralidhar delivered the Hashimpura 
verdict, convicting personnel of the 
Uttar Pradesh PAC for the 1987 mass 
killings, and also convicted Congress 
leader Sajjan Kumar for his role in the 
1984 anti-Sikh riots. He was part of 
the two-judge bench along with then 
Chief Justice A P Shah that delivered 
the landmark verdict decriminalising 
homosexuality.

New Delhi Correspondent. 

A dazed 16-year-old Sahil walked into 
Al Hind Hospital in Old Mustafabad 
Wednesday afternoon with a bloody scar 
across his head. He had been hit by a 
stone late Tuesday, caught in the violence 
in his neighbourhood. A team of doctors 
rushed to deftly stitch and bandage the 
wound. “Thank you, Doctor Saheb,” the 
boy said softly. Over the last four hours, 
Sahil was the seventh patient to walk into 
this hospital that became a lifeline for 
residents in the riot-hit Mustafabad area 
of northeast Delhi. Over the last two days, 
doctors at the hospital said they attended 
to scores of patients with bullet injuries, 
pellet injuries and skull fractures they 
also recorded seven deaths, including four 
declared brought dead. 

But since Monday, there was no room 
for any patient inside and the violence had, 
effectively, walled off the hospital from 
the city its supplies depleting, patients 
stranded. That changed Tuesday night 
when the Delhi High Court, well past 

midnight, ordered the police to ensure safe 
passage for the evacuation from Al Hind 
of those critical. By the time the order ����ǡ� ������� ����� ����ǣ� ���� ϐ����� ����� ���
defence of just four doctors had just four 
bed rests, no ventilators, neither an ICU 
nor a blood bank. All they had left was 
one oxygen cylinder, medicines foraged by 
compounders who made their way through 
riot-hit areas, and empty paint cans for 
disposal bins. “For two days, hospitals had 
been turning away our patients. We don’t 
have the infrastructure to treat them. I saw 
a dead man being brought into my hospital, 
and the least I could do was convince the 
family to get the post-mortem conducted,” 
said Dr M A Anwar, who runs the hospital.

�Ɛ�ƌŝŽƚƐ�Śŝƚ�ŚŽƐƉŝƚĂů͕�Ă�ĐŽƵƌƚ�
order became healing touch

New Delhi Correspondent. 

The Centre has recently revamped 
the Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima 
Yojana (PMFBY) that will have 
far-reaching impact on the �����������������������ϐ�������������
insurance scheme. Launched in the 
2016 kharif season, PMFBY makes 
the insurance companies liable for 
full risk coverage. Farmers pay a 
nominal 2% premium rate on the 
sum insured (the maximum amount 
that insurance would give in the 
event of damage) for all kharif crops, 
with these at 1.5% for rabi and 5% 
for annual and horticultural crops. 
The balance premium, vis-à-vis the 
actuarial rate based on statistical 
risk assessment, is paid as subsidy 
to the companies and shared between the Centre and 
the states on a 50:50 basis. The revised guidelines, 
approved by the Union Cabinet last week, provide for 
allocation of business to insurance companies for a 
period of three years. This should incentivise them to 
implement the scheme in an earnest manner, including �������������� ��������ϐ����Ǥ�����������������������������
business  due to selection through open tenders now 
called annually for every cluster of 6-7 districts  has ��������� ��� ���������� ϐ����� ������� ������� �����������
presence at block or even district level. This has been 
a general complaint voiced by public representatives 
and district authorities as well. An additional provision, 
which grants extra points for outstanding performance 
by any company and awards tenders even beyond three 
years, could further incentivise quality service delivery ��� �������Ǥ� �������� �����ϐ������ ����ϐ�������� ����� ���
the current PMFBY guidelines is that a state government 
will henceforth not be allowed to operate the scheme 
for a new kharif season (beginning May-June), if its 
share of premium subsidy is not released before March 
31, with the cut-off date similarly at September 30 for 
rabi (starting October-November). This should help 
enforce implementation discipline and timely disposal 
of claims. The Cabinet has also endorsed use of “smart 
sampling techniques” and optimisation of the number 
of crop cutting experiments to be conducted in order to 
generate relevant yield data for submission to insurance 
companies. However, only the actual implementation 
of such technological solutions from the ensuing 2020 ���������������������������������������ϐ������������������Ǩ�
PMFBY has until now been a voluntary scheme only for 
non-loanee farmers, while mandatory for those availing 
crop loans from banks. In the case of loanee farmers, 
banks have been deducting their share of premium 
(2-5%) against loan accounts on a compulsory basis 
and remitting the same to the insurance companies. 
Farmers haven’t taken kindly to this, not the least as the 
said companies are neither in direct contact with them ��������������������������������������ϐ������ǡ�����������
car or health insurance. 

Having no policy documents makes them in no ��������� ��� ����� ����� ���� ϐ����� ��� ������ ��� ������ ���
default or delays in claim settlement. The scheme, it 
would seem, has served to insure the loans of banks 
more than the crops of farmers. In some cases, farmers 
have been found to take loans against Kisan Credit 
Cards for a particular crop that has higher value and is 

different from the one actually grown by them. This is, in 
turn, a consequence of credit limits being linked to the ǲ��������� ϐ������ǳ���������ǡ������� �������Ǧ�����ϐ��ǡ�����
farmers wanting to have the maximum possible loans 
sanctioned. In the event, the bank would manage to 
have its loan insured, but the farmer cannot get his claim 
from the insurance company against yield losses for a ����������������������ϐ����Ǥ�������������������������������
100% voluntary for all farmers from 2020 kharif, the 
Centre has made PMFBY a true insurance scheme. From 
now on, insurance companies will have to make efforts 
to create real awareness among farmers about the ����ϐ���� ��� ����� ����� ��������Ǥ� ����� ���������������ǡ�
thus, become an informed choice for loanee farmers, 
just as it already is for their non-loanee counterparts. 
Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu, for instance, have a large 
number of non-loanee farmers voluntarily opting for 
PMFBY. On the other hand, non-loanee coverage forms 
hardly 2-3% of the total insured farmers in states such 
as Uttar Pradesh and Haryana, with the scheme not 
even being implemented in Punjab. The reason for it 
is access to assured irrigation in these states, which 
reduces the probability of yield loss and, hence, the 
need for taking insurance cover. In UP alone, during 
the 2018-19 rabi season, as against a gross premium of 
around Rs 700 crore paid to the insurance companies, 
the compensation to farmers amounted to a paltry Rs 
20 crore! If the number of insured farmers were to fall 
drastically due to the revamped scheme being made 
voluntary, there are chances of the actuarial premiums 
going northwards. At the same time, the Centre has 
decided to limit the PMFBY premium rates  against 
which it would bear 50% of the subsidy to a maximum 
of 30% in un-irrigated and 25% in irrigated areas. The 
ball will, then, shift to the insurance companies’ court, 
as they would have to actively seek out farmers and 
convince them of the importance of crop insurance. Nor 
can they bid based on actuarial premium calculations 
that take into account no cap on government subsidy. 
The Centre intends to introduce a separate risk cover 
scheme for water stressed areas, which is a right step. 
It would be good if the proposed scheme incentivises 
sowing of crops requiring less water, rather than those 
that are potentially lucrative but highly risky. It is 
practically not feasible to implement any crop insurance 
scheme in areas where the premium rates are naturally 
bound to cross 30% and more. PMFBY would work best 
for “normal” agriculture, which is risky enough!

A revamped crop insurance scheme
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ARVIND P. DATAR

Every telecom company has to pay a 
licence fee of 8 per cent of its “adjusted 
gross revenue”. There have been 
disputes as to whether certain items 
should be included in calculating AGR. 
The very wide interpretation given to 
this expression by the Department of 
Telecommunication (DoT) has been 
accepted by the Supreme Court and 
the telecom sector now faces a demand 
of around Rs 93,000 crore. Apart from 
the threat of loss of thousands of jobs, 
there is an even greater threat of a 
domino effect on banks and collateral 
services that are intertwined with the 
sector. And lurking in the shadows are 
even more staggering demands from 
public sector companies such as GAIL, 
Oil India and Power Grid Corporation 
of India. It is necessary to understand 
the genesis of the AGR problem, and 
whether the telecom sector deserves 
to be in the critical situation that it 
now faces. As part of the process of 
liberalisation, the National Telecom 
Policy was announced in 1994 and 
licences were awarded to private ���������� ��� ���� �������� ��� �� ϐ�����
annual licence fee. 

This was replaced by a “revenue 
sharing model” in 1999 and licencees 
had to pay a licence fee of 8 per cent of 
their AGR, which was the gross revenue, �������� ��� �������� �����ϐ���� �������ǡ�
service tax and excise duty. The dispute 
between the telecom operators and 
the DoT over the past 15 years was 
mainly on two issues: First, whether 
the licence fee had to be paid only on 
revenue earned from telecom services 
and, second, what were the items that 
had to be excluded from gross revenue. 
In July 2006, the Telecom Disputes 
Settlement and Appellate Tribunal 
(TDSAT) had ruled that revenue from 
non-licenced activities could not be 
included to calculate gross revenue. 
The licence fee had to be paid only on 
the revenue from licenced activities. 
In another order passed in August 
2007, the TDSAT, among others, ruled 
that bad debts, waivers and discounts 
should be excluded from AGR. In 2015, 
TDSAT ruled that discounts would not 
normally be included in AGR; however, 
if the invoice was for the full amount 
and the discount was given separately 
(or later), then it was not deductible. 
In the Supreme Court verdict, every 
contention of the telecom licencees 
was rejected and it was held that the 
licence fee was to be paid on “gross 
revenue, without any set-off, including 
the discounts given”. With the review 
petitions being dismissed, the telecom 
companies now have to pay a licence 
fee of 8 per cent on revenue they never 
received and a further interest and 
penalty on this notional revenue. Such 
an interpretation is indeed unique. As 
a general rule, tax or duty is levied only 

on the consideration actually received 
and never on the discount that is 
offered to customers. The accusation 
that the telecom companies’ conduct 
was unfair and that they deliberately 
avoided payment is also not accurate. ���� ϐ������� ���������� ��� ���� ����
to the Court indicate that the total 
licence fee that was due from the 
top 16 telecom companies was Rs 
1,09,278 crore, of which Rs.86,089 
crore or approximately 80 per cent 
was paid. Therefore, the disputed dues 
were Rs 23,188 crore. The compound 
interest on this was Rs 41,650 crore, 
the penalty was Rs 10,923 crore and 
the interest on penalty was another Rs 
16,878 crore. 

Out of a staggering demand of Rs 
92,641 crore, interest and penalty 
constitutes around Rs.70,000 crore. 
As there was a genuine dispute 
on what constituted AGR, there is ��� �����ϐ�������� ��� ����� ���������
interest. As regards the penalty, it has 
been repeatedly held by the Supreme 
Court that penalty should not be levied 
unless a company acts in deliberate ��ϐ����������������Ǥ������������������Ǧ
telecom companies is even worse. It 
is grossly unfair to claim that an oil 
and gas company, which is granted 
a licence and whose income from 
telecom services is a just a fraction of 
its total revenue, has to pay licence fee 
of 8 per cent on its entire income. It is 
indeed distressing that the DoT should 
even contemplate such an erroneous 
interpretation of “gross revenue”. If this 
interpretation is upheld, GAIL would 
have to pay Rs 1.8 lakh crore, and Oil 

India and Power Grid Corporation 
would have to pay Rs 48,000 crore and 
Rs 22,000 crore (including interest and 
penalty) respectively. In view of the 
implications not only for the telecom 
sector but for other sectors as well, the 
government should consider granting 
relief. As regards telecom companies, 
interest and penalty should be waived. �������� ������ ���� ����� �� ����� ϐ����
dispute about the components of 
gross revenue. The government has 
the necessary power to waive them 
if it is necessary to do so in public 
interest. These are contractual dues 
and there is no impediment in granting 
total or partial waiver. There is ample ������ �����ϐ�������� ��� ������ ���������
and penalty. The government can 
also clarify that gross revenue does 
not include non-telecom revenue and 
licence fees will be restricted only to 
revenue from telecom services. This 
will eliminate the untenable demands 
that have been made against the non-
telecom PSUs. The cancellation of 2G 
licences by the Supreme Court led to 
the closure of several smaller players 
and dried up foreign investments in 
the sector. The current crisis is equally �������Ǥ�����������������������������ϐ����
in maximising the collection of licence 
fee, it must be done reasonably and 
equitably. If it insists that gross revenue 
includes every penny that is earned by 
a licensee, it will be devastating not 
just for a few companies, but for the 
economy as well. The writer is a senior 
advocate practicing in the Supreme 
Court. He had appeared for a telecom 
company before the Supreme Court.

Namaste Trump was not as joyous as Howdy Modi. The 
sitting arrangement was too formal for the spectators 
to emote by dancing or jumping around. For an Indian 
tamasha, it was very quiet. But on the other hand, I am 
sure both sides breathed a sigh of relief that Donald 
Trump did not say anything which embarrassed his 
host or damaged America’s image abroad. The Hindi ����������������������������ϐ����������������ǡ���������ǡ�
carefully drafted and translated. Trump has enough 
problems with the Roman alphabet; Devanagari 
would have been too much. The most striking aspect ��� ���� ������ ���� ���� ������������� ����� ���� ���� ϐ�����
though not the last time an American president 
thought it would help to be seen in India if he wants to 
get re-elected. India could become a regular stop in US 
presidential campaigns. India has arrived. No thanks 
to any government of India but the size and quality 
of the Indian diaspora in the US. The earlier visit to 
Sabarmati Ashram will go down as a good photo event. 
In Motera stadium itself, Modi was his usual eloquent 
self but restrained in rousing the crowd to respond 
to his calls of “Bharat Mata ki jai”. His comparison of 
similarities between the US and India Statue of Liberty 
and Statue of Sardar Patel, etc  would have sounded 
nice to American TV audiences if anyone was watching 
at 4:00 am (East Coast ) or at 1:00 am farther west. 
It was Trump who gave a much better speech than 
usual. This was not his hardcore domestic crowd. He 
saw that his task was to make Indians feel better, so ����������������ϐ�����������Ǥ��������������������������
with each other. They both came from the outside, are 
reviled by their domestic liberal media (Trump more 
than Modi), both succeeded to the anger and despair 
of their critics, and continue to do so. Together, they 
will reach 2024 at the top of their countries. Even so, 
Trump was more subtle, praising India’s tolerance 
and its multi-religious society more than once. He 
praised the democratic politics in both countries but 
also hailed India’s achievements in the economic 
sphere. There was a gentle dig at China that India had 
got this far without using coercion. India was given a ����������� ��� ��������ϐ��������� ����������� ����� ��� ���������������������������ϐ�����������������������������Ǥ�
Trump, the salesman, boasted about the armaments 
he had sold to his friend. He praised the space 
programmes, though found the names Chandrayaan 
and Mangalayaan challenging. He even attempted to 
pronounce Vivekananda and almost succeeded. But 
then Obama did not do better with Indian names. 
Trump worked hard on his speech. Modi can be happy 
that his friend Donald put on a big show for him. It 
does ultimately say to the world that India has reached 
a certain level, not so much for its moral leadership 
(as Nehru wanted) but for its tangible material 
achievements and its democracy. 
 -Vijay Kumar

Dr Rakesh Sinha
The mob frenzy in Delhi which has claimed at 
least 23 lives  including of policeman Ratan Lal 
unlike communal disturbances in the past, is not a 
consequence of an immediate provocation or local 
feuds. It is sociologically distinct in nature. Since the 
1990s, a generation of Indians has been groomed in 
predominantly Marxist and Nehruvian intellectual and 
political discourses. These theories construed a notion 
of Hindu majoritarianism as a threat to the political 
rights and identities of the minorities, especially 
Muslims. The old narrative of secularism, espoused 
by both the political and intellectual class, witnessed 
challenges from the new Hindutva thought leadership 
and the mass upsurge against the politics and policy 
of appeasement. Whenever cultural and social issues 
are fought politically, bitter binaries are created. This 
class witnessed the erosion of their hegemony and 
alienation from the majority community due to their 
prejudices and unwillingness to re-examine their 
intellectual positions. They used their intellectualism 
to mutate even issues mandated by the Constitution 
after a protracted debate in the Constituent Assembly 
Article 370, Uniform Civil Code, the abolition of triple 
talaq, cow protection as a challenge to minority 
rights. Moreover, the Muslim intelligentsia showed 
their recalcitrance on cultural issues like the Ram ������Ǥ������ ������ϐ���� ���������������� ��������������
committed by foreign aggressors. Further, the Shaheen 
Bagh protest, which is being led largely by Muslim elites 
and Left-inclined intellectuals, has built a narrative 
that the Citizenship Amendment Act is not merely 
discriminatory and exclusionary but also a precursor 
to the NRC, meant to disenfranchise Muslims. Baseless 
propaganda has been given an intellectual mask and 
the veneer of a secular battle. The paradoxical nature 
of the protesters is obvious from their avoiding the 
question: How does relief to the victims of religious 
persecution in Pakistan, Bangladesh and Afghanistan 
reverse the basic premise of the Indian Republic? At 
the same time, the protesters vociferously believe in 
linking welfare schemes, government scholarships, 
jobs, etc, with religion and in separate structures for 
minorities like the National Commission for Minorities 
and minority affairs ministry, as essential to secular 
democracy! Shaheen Bagh created a ghost of brute 
majoritarianism. Wicked demagogues have attempted 
to fuel popular discontent among minorities by using 
demonic lies. The discourse on secularism can be 
unyielding if it means to further narrow political 
goals. Has the Narendra Modi regime ushered Hindu 
majoritarian rule? The answer must be based on both 
facts and ideals. Since 2014, no programme of the 
government has been contested by anyone of fame as 
directly or indirectly favouring Hindus and ignoring 
minorities. The economic integration of the deprived 
masses through welfare measures was countered by 
pseudo-secular intellectuals with socially unpalatable 
political invective. Ending of the policy of appeasement 
requires a new discourse, which cannot be digested by 
this class of intellectuals. Marginalised self-proclaimed 
activists found respectable spaces to spread their 
venom. Their consciously managed battles in TV 
studios and on social media platforms killed both truth 
and authenticity. An illustration can be seen in an 
article in The New York Times (‘Modi’s lost in Delhi. 
It doesn’t matter’, February 13). Asim Ali, an Indian, 
wrote: “…seventy years after independence, India’s ������������������ϐ�����������������������������Ǥ

Donald Trump put on a good 
ƐŚŽǁ�ĨŽƌ�WD�EĂƌĞŶĚƌĂ�DŽĚŝ

Secular hypocrisies

Pratap Bhanu Mehta
India is descending into a night of dread 
and despair. The ongoing riots in Delhi 
are not a tactical aberration, some absent-
minded lapse of attention. They have been 
in the making for a while, and represent 
the future that our ruling classes, with our 
aid and support, have imagined for us. The 
idea is to carpet bomb the Indian republic 
as we know it, and replace it with a regime 
that thrives on cruelty, fear, division and 
violence. Even as the politics of revenge 
starts, it is important not to forget the 
dynamics that led up to this moment. 

As was clear from the start, the 
purpose of the CAA was not to solve the 
problem of non-Muslims refugees from 
our neighbouring states. That objective 
could have been achieved by a bill that did 
not discriminate on the basis of religion 
and did not align religious identity 
with the prospects of citizenship. The 
assurances of delinking the NRC, CAA 
and NPR processes were never credibly 
made. The result was a civic cruelty of the 
worst kind, where millions of ordinary 
Indians, especially Muslims, were made 
uncertain about what this process meant 
for them. The spectre of camps is too 
hard to ignore. The protests and violence 
could have been easily stopped, and still 
can be halted, if the government commits 
to legislation that does not discriminate, 
and a process that does not put the civic 
standing of anyone living in India at risk. 
The effect of the government’s refusal to 
do this was to humiliate minorities, and 
keep the issue on the boil. The Supreme 
Court gave the cruelest blow of all. By 
refusing to send a clear signal on basic 
rights of habeas corpus, the checks 
against preventive detention, the court 
decimated the Constitution that binds us 
together. By systematically appearing to 
side with government on practically every 
issue, by delaying hearings on something 
as fundamental as discrimination, by ����ϐ�������� ������� ��� ���� 
����� ������ǡ�
it dashed all hopes of fair constitutional 
adjudication. Citizens had to turn to other 
non-violent means of civic protest. These 

non-violent civic protests, spearheaded 
by women, minorities and students, 
resolutely stuck to a grammar of non-
violence and constitutionalism. This was 
despite repeated provocation and the fact ����������������������ϐ�������������������������Ǥ�
There was some violence in states like UP. 
But that was used as a pretext to unleash 
an unprecedented reign of repression and 
cruelty by the government. There was 
always the danger that long and sustained 
protests with no attempt at a dialogue 
open the way for radical elements to 
take over. In fact, the government was 
waiting for even the slightest hint of that 
radicalisation which leaders like Waris 
Pathan, or a gun-brandishing hothead 
would obligingly provide. But it is 
important to remember: The government 
uses the fear of radicalism as a pretext, far 
in excess of the reality of the phenomenon. 
The real cruelty was the government’s 
strategy. In Delhi, the protests were 
allowed to continue in Shaheen Bagh, 
not because the government was soft. It 
thought it could use the protest as pretext 
to consolidate majoritarian sentiment: 
Look at these minorities blocking roads 
and standing against Hindu rights, went 
the refrain. The BJP’s poisonous campaign 
during the Delhi election was a classic 

Catch 22. First, we discriminate. Then 
we make sure there is no institutional 
redress. If there is protest, we use it as ������������������������ϐ�����������������ǡ�
intellectuals and other so-called anti-
nationals. BJP leaders then call for 
violence to be unleashed, and when 
violence is unleashed, we blame them 
for violence. Never has a more diabolical 
moral circle been created. Meanwhile, 
other institutions merrily failed us. So 
many brave reporters have put their lives 
on the line to bring us reports from the 
frontline. But the institution of the media 
failed to put the requisite pressure on the 
government. They are too much in awe or 
too intimidated by the Home Minister to 
press basic questions of accountability. 
The Opposition parties have been like 
deer caught in a headlight at best, morally 
mendacious at worst. The Delhi CM is 
reduced to staging photo-ops at Rajghat; 
the rest of the Opposition seems to muster 
about as much energy as it takes to put 
out a tweet. It has more consultants than ����������������������Ǥ�����������ϐ�������������
independent India that minorities cannot 
turn to any electoral formation or force 
to provide even basic protection. This is 
the depth of corrosion of normal politics. 
Such a deep political vacuum is bound 

��� ��� ϐ������ ��� ������� ��� ������� �������Ǥ�
Meanwhile, so much of civil society 
resembles a scene of moral desolation. 
The casual legitimisation of violence 
against minorities and the inversion of 
all moral values is at an unprecedented 
level. People cheer as “Jai Shri Ram” has 
moved from being a call to piety to almost 
a call for killing. Someday a sociologist 
will have to decipher the phenomenon 
of hordes of young men now looking to 
feel alive, to get a sense of purpose, by 
participating in mayhem. Even apart from 
the communal angle, the availability of 
this mass of young men on the streets 
betokens a society that increasingly has 
little sense of its own future. The national 
anthem is sung while brutal assaults take 
place, mosques nonchalantly “conquered”. 
And we are back to a barbarism where 
crowds threaten to strip you to ascertain 
if you have a right to any civic standing. 
The purpose is to strip us of all the 
decencies of ordinary humanity; the only 
thing that matters will be the identity 
that can be inscribed on your body. The 
moral resistance to this brutalisation is 
feeble. And then there is the abdication of 
the state. Even as policeman themselves 
become victim of the games their masters 
play, there is no doubt that the state could 
have stopped the violence more quickly 
if it had wanted. The Delhi violence will 
hopefully stop, but it is just an event in 
a larger chain. If the literature on riots 
is any guide, the Delhi riots look more 
like a prelude to a possible pogrom, or at 
least ghettoisation. The state looks for a 
pretext to crack down; the crack down is 
disproportionately targeted at particular 
communities, especially their businesses; 
the police and political establishment are 
bystanders or egging on the violence. The 
government can still do the right thing: 
Ensure fair law and order, and address the 
underlying anxiety it has itself produced. 
India will have to mobilise in full force to 
resist this brutalisation. Otherwise our 
republic will become what our rulers 
want it to be: A charnel house of rotted 
moralities, a nation that measures itself ��������������������������ϐ����Ǥ

The Delhi darkness : Our rulers want an India that 
thrives on cruelty, fear, division and violence

The government has 
the necessary power 
to waive them if it is 
necessary to do so 
in public interest. 

These are contractual 
dues and there is no 

impediment in granting 
total or partial waiver. 

There is ample legal 
�����ϐ�����������������
interest and penalty. 
The government can 
also clarify that gross 

revenue does not 
include non-telecom 
revenue and licence 

fees will be restricted 
only to revenue from 

telecom services.

The dispute between the telecom operators and the 
DoT over the past 15 years was mainly on two issues: 
First, whether the licence fee had to be paid only on 
revenue earned from telecom services and, second, 
what were the items that had to be excluded from 
gross revenue. In July 2006, the Telecom Disputes 

Settlement and Appellate Tribunal (TDSAT) had ruled 
that revenue from non-licenced activities could not be 

included to calculate gross revenue.
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Washington, Agency. President Donald 
Trump on Wednesday named Vice 
President Mike Pence to coordinate the 
government’s response to the coronavirus, 
even as he repeatedly played down the 
danger to the United States of a widespread 
domestic outbreak. Trump’s announcement, 
at a White House news conference, 
followed mounting bipartisan criticism 
that the administration’s response has 
been sluggish and came after two days of 
contradictory messages about the virus, 
which has infected more than 81,000 
people globally, killing nearly 3,000. “The 
risk to the American people remains very ���ǡǳ�����������ǡ�ϐ�����������������������ϐ���������������������������������������Ǥ�
“We have the greatest experts, really in 
the world, right here,” he said. He added: 
“We’re ready to adapt and we’re ready to do 
whatever we have to as the disease spreads, 
if it spreads.” He also said he would accept 
whatever amount of money congressional 
Democrats wanted to give for the virus 
response.Several top health care experts 
at the news conference echoed Trump’s 
optimism but also offered a much more 
sober assessment of the future risks to the 
health of Americans. Dr. Anne Schuchat, 
principal deputy director of the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, warned 
Americans there would be more infections. 
“Our aggressive containment strategy here 
in the United States has been working and is 
responsible for the low levels of cases that 
we have so far. However, we do expect more 
cases,” she said as Trump stood behind her. 
“The trajectory of what we’re looking at 
over the weeks and months ahead is very 
uncertain.” About a half-hour later, Trump 
contradicted Schuchat’s assessment, telling 
reporters that “I don’t think it’s inevitable.” 
He left the door open to travel restrictions 
beyond China, to other hard-hit countries 
such as South Korea and Italy, and said his �����������������������ϐ�������������������������������������������Ǥ����������������ϐ������
minutes later that a new infection in 
California was contracted by a person who 
did not appear to have traveled to countries 
hard hit by the virus or been exposed to a 
known coronavirus patient. 

Donald Trump names Mike Pence 
ƚŽ�ůĞĂĚ�ĐŽƌŽŶĂǀŝƌƵƐ�ĞīŽƌƚ͕ 
but plays down threat to US

tŽƌůĚ�ďĂƩůĞƐ�ĐŽƌŽŶĂǀŝƌƵƐ�ĞƉŝĚĞŵŝĐ�ĂƐ�ĐĂƐĞƐ�ŵƵůƟƉůǇ�ŽƵƚƐŝĚĞ��ŚŝŶĂ
Seoul, South Korea, Agency. 

Crews scrubbed everything from money to 
buses, military bases were on high alert and 
quarantines were enforced Wednesday from 
a beachfront resort in the Atlantic to a remote ������������������ϐ��ǡ�������������������������������������Ǧ�����������������������������ϐ�����
time counted more new cases outside China 
than inside the country, where the epidemic 
originated. Worries over the ever-expanding 
economic fallout of the COVID-19 crisis 
multiplied, with factories idled, trade routes 
frozen and tourism crippled, while a growing 
list of nations braced for the illness to breach 
their borders. ����� ���� ��������ǡ� ϐ���� ������� ����ǡ�
wasn’t far enough off to keep people from 
wondering if it would go on as planned. “We 
don’t expect a miracle in the short term,” 
said Kianoush Jahanpour of the health ��������� ��� ����ǡ� ������ ��� ��ϐ������ ������ ���
infections of 139 was doubted by some 
who thought the problem was far bigger. 
The World Health Organization, meanwhile, 
reported that the number of new cases 
outside China on Tuesday exceeded the 
number of new infections inside the country ��������ϐ����� ����Ǥ������������ �������������
412, while the tally in the rest of the world 
was 459. “The sudden increases of cases in 
Italy, the Islamic Republic of Iran and the 
Republic of Korea are deeply concerning,” 

WHO director-general Tedros Adhanom 
Ghebreyesus said Wednesday. About 81,000 
people around the globe have been sickened ��� ���� ������������ ����� ����� ϐ������� �����������Ǥ� ����� ������� ���ϐ������� ���� ������������������������ǯ��ϐ���������ǡ�����������������
toehold on every continent but Antarctica. 
In Europe, where Germany, France and 
Spain were among the places with a growing 
caseload, an expanding cluster of more than 
440 cases in northern Italy was eyed as a 
source for transmissions. In the Middle East, 
where cases increased in Bahrain, Kuwait 
and Iraq, blame was directed toward Iran. 
In Asia, where the crisis originated late last 
year in China, threats continued to emerge 
around the region, with South Korea battling 
a mass outbreak centered in the 2.5 million-
person city of Daegu. And in the United 

States, which has 60 cases, President Donald 
Trump declared that the U.S. was “very, very 
ready” for whatever threat the coronavirus 
brings, and he put Vice President Mike 
Pence in charge of overseeing the country’s 
response. Shortly after Trump spoke, health ��ϐ���������������Ǥ�Ǥ����ϐ��������������������
coronavirus infection in California that could �������ϐ����������������������������������������
a U.S. community. The patient in California 
was not known to have traveled to a country 
with an outbreak, or be connected to a 
known patient. 

The illness had now spread to at least ͵ͻ� ���������ǡ� ����� ������ ������� ��ϐ������ǡ�
who simultaneously cautioned against the 
risks of unnecessary fears or stigma. “We ���� ��� �� ϐ����� ����� ���� ������� ������ ��� ����
right things,” WHO chief Ghebreyesus said. 
Though the virus pushed into countries 
both rich and poor, its arrival in places with 
little ability to detect, respond and contain it 
brought concern it could run rampant there 
and spread easily elsewhere. “We’re going 
to be trying to slow down the spread so that 
our hospitals are not overwhelmed in one big 
gulp, one big hit,” said Ian Mackay, who studies 
viruses at the University of Queensland 
in Australia. Saudi Arabia announced a 
series of precautionary measures, including 
temporarily stopping tourists from places ����� ���ϐ������ ���������� ����� ���������
the country, as well as pilgrims coming 

for the Umrah or to visit the Prophet’s 
Mosque in Medina. In South Korea, workers 
sanitized public buses, while in China, banks 
disinfected banknotes using ultraviolet 
rays. In Germany, authorities stressed 
“sneezing etiquette,” while in the United 
States, doctors announced a clinical trial of 
a possible coronavirus treatment. Around 
the world, as Christians marked the start of 
the holy season of Lent with Ash Wednesday, 
worshipers found churches closed and 
rituals changed by virus fears. Even in St. 
Peter’s Square, many of those gathered for 
Pope Francis’ weekly audience wore face 
masks and clergy appeared to refrain from 
embracing the pontiff or kissing his ring. 
Services in Singapore were broadcast online 
to keep people from crowded sanctuaries 
where germs could spread, bishops in South 
Korea shuttered churches for what they said ���� ���� ϐ����� ����� ��� ���� ��������� ������ǯ��
236-year history there, and in Malaysia 
and the Philippines, ashes were sprinkled 
on the heads of those marking the start 
of Lent instead of using a damp thumb to 
trace a cross of ashes. “We would like to be 
cautious so that the coronavirus will not 
spread,” said the Rev. Victorino Cueto, rector 
of the National Shrine of our Mother of 
Perpetual Help in Manila in the Philippines. 
Major gatherings were eyed warily, with 
organizers scrambling to respond in the face 
of the epidemic. 

Gunman kills 5 at Milwaukee 
brewery before taking own life

Milwaukee, Agency. �������������������ϐ�����������������
one of the nation’s largest breweries in ���������ǡ� �������� ϐ���� ������� ��������
before taking his own life, police said. 
The assailant who attacked the Molson ������ �������� ���� ������ϐ���� ��� ��
51-year-old Milwaukee man who died ���������Ǧ��ϐ��������������������ǡ������������Ǥ� ǲ������ ����� ϐ���� ������������ ����
went to work today, just like everybody 
goes to work, and they thought they ������������������������ǡ�ϐ����������������
and return to their families. 

They didn’t and tragically they never 
will,” Milwaukee Mayor Tom Barrett 
said. Authorities offered no immediate 
motive for the attack and did not release 
details about the shooter or how the 
shooting unfolded. None of the victims ����������ϐ���Ǥ�����������������������������
contacting relatives as of early evening. 
No one was wounded beyond those who ����� ������ǡ� ������������ ����Ǥ� ��ϐ������
were working to clear the more than 20 
buildings in the complex where more 
than 1,000 people work. Police Chief 
Alfonso Morales said authorities believe 

the shooter operated alone and that 
the threat was over. President Donald 
Trump addressed the shooting before 
speaking at the White House about steps 
his administration is taking to combat 
the coronavirus. “Our hearts break for 
them and their loved ones,” the president 
said. “We send our condolences. We’ll 
be with them, and it’s a terrible thing, 
a terrible thing.” The attack occurred 
at a sprawling complex that includes a ���� ��� ���������� ��ϐ����� ���� ��������
facilities. The complex is widely known 
in the Milwaukee area as “Miller Valley,“ 
a reference to the Miller Brewing Co. 
that is now part of Molson Coors. Molson 
Coors CEO Gavin Hattersley called the 
shooter “an active brewery employee.” 

“Unfortunately, I am devastated to share �������� ����� ϐ�������������������������
family in this tragic incident,” he said in 
an email sent to employees. 

“There are no words to express the 
deep sadness many of us are feeling ������ ���Ǥǳ� ��� ����� ���� ��ϐ���� ������
be closed the rest of the week and the 
brewery shuttered “for the time being” 
to give people time to cope. A group of 
brewery employees gathered at a nearby 
bar to talk about what had happened. 
“We are all a family. We work a lot of 
hours together, so we’re all very sad,” 
said Selena Curka, a brewery employee 
who was about to start her shift when 
the complex went on lockdown and 
she was turned away. “It’s just weird, 
because nine times out of 10 you’re 
going to know the shooter,“ said another 
employee Thomas Milner. “It’s a tight-
knit family. Within the brewery we all 
interact with each other.” Milner was also 
on his way to work when the shooting 
happened, and he was turned away too. 
James Boyles told the Milwaukee Journal 
Sentinel that his wife, Lasonya Ragdales, 
works at Molson Coors in the claims 
department.

Chicago, Agency. ��������������������ϐ������������
20 shots into a convenience store 
on Chicago’s South Side, killing an 
18-year-old woman and wounding 
four other people, police said. The 
three walked up to Ali’s Minimart 
around 5:30 pm Tuesday, looked ������� ���� ������� ϐ���ǡ� ��������
Police Superintendent Charlie ����� ����Ǥ� ���� ������ ϐ����� �����ǡ�
apparently without saying a word, he 
said. “We know of no conversation. … 
At this point, we don’t have a motive,” 
Beck said. The three then sped off in 
a car. Jaya Beemon, who apparently 
was shopping, was struck in the 
neck. She was pronounced dead at 
a hospital, the Cook County Medical ��������ǯ�� ��ϐ���� ����Ǥ� ���� ����� ����
were wounded include an 18-year-old 
woman shot in the back and taken in 
critical condition to the University of 
Chicago Medical Center, the Chicago 

Tribune reported. Also being treated at 
hospitals were a 17-year-old girl shot 
in the arm, chest and ankle, a 19-year-
old man shot in the leg and taken to 
Northwestern Memorial Hospital, 
and a 63-year-old man shot in the leg 
and taken to the University of Chicago 
Medical Center, where he was reported ������Ǥ� ����������ǡ� ����������� ϐ�����
into a barbershop on the West Side, ��������� ϐ����������ǡ� ����������������
children. An East Chicago, Indiana, man 
was arrested Sunday in connection 
with that shooting.

Reyhanli (turkey), Agency.  

The baby wasn’t moving. Her body had gone hot, then cold. Her 
father rushed her to a hospital, going on foot when he could not ϐ���������ǡ��������������������Ǥ����ͳͺ�������ǡ�������������������������������Ǥ� ��� ��������Ǧϐ����������������� ������ �������������������
since they ran for their lives across northwest Syria, the Leila 
family had spent three weeks enduring nighttime temperatures 
that barely rose above 20. “I dream about being warm,” Iman’s 
father, Ahmad Yassin Leila, said a few days later by phone. “I just 
want my children to feel warm. I don’t want to lose them to the 
cold. I don’t want anything except a house with windows that 

�������������������������������Ǥǳ������ǯ����������������������ϐ�����
of hope almost exactly nine years ago. Now, amid one of the worst 
humanitarian emergencies of the war, some of those who chanted 
for freedom and dignity in 2011 want only to ward off the winter 
cold. Already the effective winner of Syria’s civil war, President 
Bashar Assad is closer than ever to retaking Syria’s last rebel-held 
territory, Idlib province in northwest Syria, a milestone that will 
clinch his victory even as it deepens his people’s suffering. Over the 
past three months, his forces, backed by Russian airstrikes, have �������ϐ���������������������������������ǡ����������������ͳ���������
residents toward the border with Turkey. Many are living in tents 
or sleeping out in the open in the freezing cold. Iman Leila was 
just one of nine children who died of exposure in recent weeks. 
The exodus is the largest of a war that has displaced 13 million 
people and taken hundreds of thousands of lives, and ranks among �����������������������������ǡ��������������������ϐ������������������
Muslims from Myanmar in 2017. With about 3 million residents 
trapped between a sealed Turkish border to the north and bombs 
and shells thundering up from the south and east, the crisis has the 
potential to grow far worse as the government battles to reclaim 
all of Syria. “These are people who are trying to take the hardest 
decisions of their lives in conditions that are out of their hands,” 
said Max Baldwin, the North Syria program director for Mercy 
Corps. “The level of intensity, the fact that you’ve got the Turkish 
military here, the front line moving there, they’re continuing to 
target hospitals it’s creating a level of fear and uncertainty that’s 
been a huge challenge for everyone. And this could get worse.” The ϐ���������������������������������������������������������������������
near the Turkish border or in towns that may be bombed at any 
moment. The luckiest shelter in rented or abandoned buildings, 
many of which lack doors or windows. The less fortunate sleep 
in tents. Tens of thousands huddle on sidewalks or under olive 
trees, the branches draped with plastic tarps, blankets or nothing. 
Those who can afford it buy fuel for heaters, if any fuel is to be had. �����������������������������������������������������������ϐ���������������������ϐ�����������������������������������������ǯ����������
night. When they run out of wood, they burn clothes and shoes. �����ϐ������������������������������������������������������������
frames  hoping to improve their temporary shelters or to rebuild �������Ǥ����������ǡ����ǡ�������������ϐ���Ǥ���������������������������������������ϐ������������������������������������������������������
as they slept, killing two children. “There are a lot of other people 
dying,” Leila said. “Nobody cares.” 

Seoul, Agency.

Clive Cussler, the author and maritime adventurer who 
captivated millions with his bestselling tales of suspense and ���ǡ��������������ǡ������������������������������ϐ�������������
shipwrecks and lost treasures in the ocean depths, died on 
Monday at his home in Scottsdale, Arizona. He was 88. His �������������ϐ����������������������������������������ǡ���������������������Ǥ���������ϐ������������������Ǥ�������
jungles, undersea kingdoms, ghost ships, evil forces out to 
destroy the world, beautiful women, heroes modeled on 
himself  Cussler’s vivid literary fantasies and his larger-than-
life exploits swirled together for four decades, spinning off 
85 books and locating almost as many shipwrecks. A college 
dropout who once pumped gas and wrote advertising copy, ��������������������������������������ϐ�������������������Ǥ�

But his work mostly action thrillers of the James Bond-�������� ���������ǡ���������ϐ������������������������������
quests and a few children’s books made him a global 
celebrity. His books sales have been staggering more than 
100 million copies, with vast numbers sold in paperback 
at airports. Translated into 40 or so languages, his books 
reached The New York Times’ bestseller lists more than 20 
times, as he amassed a fortune estimated at $80 million. 
Cussler looked like the hero of Hemingway’s “The Old Man 
and the Sea.” You had to imagine the battered straw hat 
and the tired shoulders hunched over a gunwale, but after 

years of roaming oceans and diving for wrecks, he had 
that seafarer’s husky build and sunburned cheeks, and his ����ǡ������������������������������ǡ�����ϐ����������������ǣ�
the grizzled beard, the mustache, the eyes, the gray-white 
hair. Often compared to the thrillers churned out by Tom 
Clancy, Robert Ludlum and Ian Fleming, the Cussler novels 
featured formulaic plots, one- or two-word titles (“Cyclops,” 
“Dragon,” “Inca Gold,” “Poseidon’s Arrow”) and frequently a 
recurring hero, Dirk Pitt, an undersea explorer who cheats 
death and saves the world as he foils the diabolical plots of 
megalomaniac villains, while satisfying his taste for exotic 
cars and lusty women. Cussler was hardly a stylist. Critics 
called his characters wooden, his dialogue leaden and his 
prose clichéd (“the cold touch of fear.

Los Angeles, Agency. 

On the day before in-person early voting was 
to begin across California’s most populous 
county, there was no sign of life at Joe Biden’s �����������ϐ���������������������������	�����Ǥ�
A metal gate out front was padlocked shut, 
with a missed-delivery notice from the Postal 
Service wedged into it. In a strip mall 1 mile ����ǡ��������������ϐ�����������Ǥ����������������
was humming with activity. Field organizers 
were busy calling supporters, and every so 
often the ding of a bell signaled that another 
volunteer was on board. Biden is counting on 
a win in the South Carolina primary Saturday 
to help position him as the leading moderate 
challenger to Sanders, after three straight 
losses shredded Biden’s status as the onetime 
front-runner.

 But even if he succeeds in South Carolina, his 
lack of resources and thin campaign organization 
in California and other states that vote next week 
on Super Tuesday present a daunting challenge 
to a candidacy already on precarious footing. 
Interviews with party leaders in half a dozen 
Super Tuesday states suggest that the same 
vulnerabilities that plagued Biden beginning in 
Iowa subpar organization, limited outreach to 
local Democrats and a late start to campaigning 

are holding him back in the states that next 
week will dole out a third of the total delegates 
in the Democratic primary. Biden’s on-the-
ground operations, these Democrats said, are 
easily dwarfed by those of Sanders and Michael 
Bloomberg, the moderate former mayor of New 
York who has plainly cut into Biden’s standing 
in some of these states even as he faces his own 
mounting challenges in the race. “Arkansas 
was, in my opinion, going to be a default Biden 
state,” said Michael John Gray, chairman of the 
Democratic Party of Arkansas. “He hasn’t been 
here. Of all the campaigns, the least organized 

in Arkansas is Biden.” Other candidates, like 
Sanders, of Vermont, are already campaigning 
in Super Tuesday states, holding events that 
excite supporters and generate news media 
coverage. But Biden has planted himself ���������ǡ� ������ ���� ������Ǧ������ ϐ������ �������� ���� ϐ����Ǧ������ ���� ���������� ������������� ����� ���� ��������� ϐ�������� ��� ������
Carolina into doubt. He devoted last week to 
Nevada, where he pulled off the second-place ϐ������ ����� ��� ���� ������� ���ǡ� ���� ����� �����
he is scheduled to be in South Carolina every 
day before Saturday’s primary, which he says 
he will win. Aside from fundraising, he has 
not campaigned in a Super Tuesday state in ����� �� �����Ǥ� ������ ���� ����������� ϐ����� ����
contests, the Biden campaign also moved 
staff members from Super Tuesday states to 
Nevada and South Carolina to provide extra 
manpower there. “Bernie has a ground game 
because he naturally has a ground game; his 
whole campaign is a grassroots campaign,” said 
Gilberto Hinojosa, Democratic Party chairman 
in Texas, the second-biggest delegate prize 
on the Super Tuesday map. “Bloomberg has 
funded a ground game. Elizabeth Warren has a 
ground game because she started organizing in 
Texas a long time ago.” 

‘He Hasn’t Been Here’: Why Joe Biden lags in super Tuesday states dŚƌĞĞ�ĮƌĞ�ƐŚŽƚƐ�ŝŶƚŽ��ŚŝĐĂŐŽ�
ƐƚŽƌĞ͖�ϭ�ĚĞĂĚ͕�ϰ�ǁŽƵŶĚĞĚ

Nine children freeze to death in 
largest exodus of Syrian war

�ůŝǀĞ��ƵƐƐůĞƌ͕ �ďĞƐƚƐĞůůŝŶŐ�ĂƵƚŚŽƌ�
ĂŶĚ�ĂĚǀĞŶƚƵƌĞƌ͕ �ŝƐ�ĚĞĂĚ�Ăƚ�ϴϴ

Malaysia, Agency.  In Malaysian politics, ����ϐ��������������������������������������ǣ�
Mahathir Mohamad, who has ruled the 
country for almost a quarter century, and 
Anwar Ibrahim, who has perpetually waited 
to succeed him. Now the two are facing off 
head to head as both seek to corral enough 
lawmakers to form a majority in the 222-seat 
parliament. Mahathir said Wednesday he’ll 
return to power if enough lawmakers support ���ǡ��������������������ǯ��ǲ���ϐ�����ǳ�����
camp has the numbers to form the next 
government. Who will ultimately come 
out on top remains unclear. The king, who 
plays a largely ceremonial role in Malaysia’s 
British-style system of government, has 
been meeting lawmakers from all sides to 
help him determine who has the support of 
the majority. If Anwar, 72, emerges as prime 
minister, it would mark yet another twist in 
his decades-long rivalry with the 94-year-old 
Mahathir. The distrust between them dates 
back to the 1990s, when Anwar was ousted 
from Mahathir’s cabinet and arrested for 
sodomy at a time when both were members 
of the Barisan Nasional coalition. 

The race to lead 
Malaysia comes down to 
ƚǁŽ�ůŽŶŐͲƟŵĞ�ƌŝǀĂůƐ opensearch
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Christchurch, Agency.  Nearly two decades 
ago, a young boy and his father were at the 
entrance of the Maungakaramea Cricket 
Club, waiting for someone to open the door. 
Neal Parlane, now the club’s coach and then ������������ϐ����Ǧ������������������������
come for nets, asked them who they wanted 
to meet. The father said: “Tim just wants 
some cricket coaching.” Parlane stared at 
the boy, hardly 12, but strapping for his 
age. “So do you want to be a cricketer?” 
The shy lad without any hesitation replied: 
“Yeah, a Black Cap.” Impressed, he quickly 
buzzed the manager and made the requisite 
arrangements for his enrolment. The next 
day, the boy and his father were again at the 
entrance when Parlane checked in. He took 
the boy to the nets and asked him to bowl. ����ϐ����������������������������������ǡ�������������������������������ǡ����������ϐ�����ǡ�
without any jerks, remarkable for a boy of 
his age and without any formal training. 
He didn’t even think the lad could bowl 22 
yards. So, he asked whether he had any prior 
coaching. He shrugged his head and said ��ϐ����ǲ��Ǥ�����������������������������Ǥǳ�
Parlane asked the whereabouts. 

^ŬŝůůĨƵů�dŝŵ�^ŽƵƚŚĞĞ�ƐƟůů�ŐŽŝŶŐ�
strong for New Zealand

New Delhi, Agency. India survived a late 
onslaught from young all-rounder Amelia 
Kerr to defeat New Zealand by 4 runs and �����������������������ϐ�����������������
third win on the trot. India had posted ͳ͵͵Ȁͺ����������ʹͲ���������������ϐ����Ǥ�
Kerr took the game to the last ball but ���������������������������������ϐ�����
ball of the match to see India through 
by 4 runs. Shafali Verma’s attacking 46 �������������������������ϐ������������Ǥ�
India looked set for a score around the 
150-mark when she was batting but New 
Zealand managed to come back into the 
match with some quick wickets. New 
Zealand lost their top order and India 
had the upper hand till the last few overs 
of the chase, till Amelia Kerr’s 19-ball 34 
brought life into the chase. India have �����������ϐ���������������
������������������������������ϐ����������������������
from three matches.

India vs New Zealand Women’s T20 
tŽƌůĚ��ƵƉ�ϮϬϮϬ�,ŝŐŚůŝŐŚƚƐ͗�/E��ǁŝŶ�
ůĂƐƚͲďĂůů�ƚŚƌŝůůĞƌ͕ �ƋƵĂůŝĨǇ�ĨŽƌ�ƐĞŵŝƐ

Ajinkya Rahane’s mantra for 2nd Test: Show more intent 
and negate angles created by New Zealand pacers

Christchurch, Agency. 

Ajinkya Rahane wants to take on the New Zealand pace 
battery with more intent in the second Test and his 
foolproof strategy includes countering the awkward 
angles which became a nightmare for Indian batsmen �����������ϐ������������������������������Ǥ�������ǡ��������Ǧ������������Ͷ� ��� ���� ϐ����� ����������� ������������
Test, is hopeful that a turnaround will happen on a 
green top at the Hagley Oval, which he reckons will 
be better for batting compared to the one they got 
in Wellington. “I am not saying (we have to be) more 
aggressive but having that intent and clear mindset will 
help us,” Rahane told reporters on Thursday. 

New Zealand pacers Trent Boult, Tim Southee and 
Kyle Jamieson used the short ball liberally after coming 
wide of the crease with an angle that was disconcerting 
for the batsmen. “I think they used that angle really well 
in Wellington. Bowling wide of the crease or from the 
centre, they changed angles while bowling the short 
balls. I think their plan was completely clear. “As a 
batsman, if you going to think about a particular shot, 
then you need to back yourself and play that shot. You 
cannot doubt yourself. We need to forget what happened 
in Wellington,” the Indian vice-captain said. According to 
Rahane, the two net sessions at the Hagley Oval is being 
used to practice negating the awkward angles that Neil 
Wagner and company can create. “That’s what I said: try 
and learn what mistakes we did as a group, what can 

we learn. I think we have to practice those angles. We 
had a practice session and we have one more tomorrow. 
And you have to practice that and trust your ability in 
the middle,” Rahane said in a reassuring tone. While 
net sessions are important, it’s the instincts in match 
situations that counts, he said. “But to change or adjust 
those angles there are times you need to be instinctive 
while you are batting. It can mean standing on off-stump, 

or standing outside the crease or staying deep inside the 
crease like if it is a pitch for cut shot then you can stand 
deeper in the crease. This is the mental side of the game,” 
Rahane said. “For me, as a batsman it is important you 
show your intent to the bowler, if you stand in one spot 
then the bowler doesn’t need to change anything. These 
are small things we have been working on in practice 
and how to use the crease and the angles. Doesn’t matter 

how much you practice you must trust or have the belief 
to be able to do it in the middle,” he added. Cheteshwar ��������������������������ϐ���������������������������������ϐ��������������������������������ͳͳ�����ͺͳ�����������
enormous pressure on the other batsmen. “Pujara was 
trying his bit, he was actually looking to score runs. But 
I think Boult, Southee and all their bowlers did not give 
away much. It is all about having that intent and I think 
Pujara was actually looking to score runs. It happens to 
all batsmen, I mean all batsmen go through that phase,” 
Rahane said. Each batsman is different and everyone will 
have their counter mechanism style, he explained. “You 
have to come back stronger and play accordingly. If you 
can trust your ability at the centre and counter attack 
and everyone’s game is different. I play completely 
different game than Virat and Pujara. As a team we need ���ϐ���������������������������������������������������ǡ�
communication will be the key,” he said. While the 22-
yard strip at the Hagley Oval can’t be separated from the ���ϐ�����������������������������ǡ�����������������������
to Hanuma Vihari there will be good pace and bounce 
on this wicket. “I generally don’t see the wicket before 
the game. But see whatever we expected, we got in 
Wellington, we expect the same here. The India A guys 
played here and Hanuma (Vihari) was telling us that 
the wicket was much better. “There is good pace and 
bounce on this wicket. We will have to see and assess �����������������������������������ϐ���������������������
and play accordingly.”

UEFA says all matches to go ahead 
with fans apart from Inter

Zurich, Agency. 

Inter Milan’s Europa League match 
at home to Ludogorets Razgrad will 
be played behind closed doors on 
Thursday because of the coronavirus 
outbreak but all other European 
competition matches across the 
continent will be unaffected, UEFA 
said on Wednesday. One more death 
and 52 new cases of the virus in Italy 
were reported on Wednesday, all 
in the north, while nations around 
Europe reported additional infections ����������������������ϐ����Ǧ��Ǥ�

The death toll in Italy now stands 
at 12. The Italian government has 
banned all sports events in six regions 
up to and including Sunday, although ���Ǧϐ������ ������ �� ������� ��������
can be played behind close doors. 
“Following the decisions of the Italian 
authorities, the UEFA Europa League 
match between Inter Milan and 
Ludogorets Razgrad will be played 
behind closed doors at the Stadio 
San Siro,” Euriopan soccer governing 
body UEFA said in a statement. Inter 
said it would close the hospitality 

areas and media areas and there 
would be no news conferences for 
the last 32, second leg tie against the 
Bulgarian side. Inter lead 2-0. “The 
club has shown its full commitment 
in taking appropriate action, such 
as closing the hospitality areas and 
cancelling all activities that would 
have meant the gathering of people, 
in order to ensure that the match 
can take place safely,” Inter said in 
a statement. Inter coach Antonio ��������������������������ϐ��������������
without spectators. “Football needs 
the public, to feel the atmosphere,” 
he said. “That is the nicest thing. We 

accept these decisions are made 
for health reasons but we hope we 
can get back to normality as soon 
as possible.” Six Serie A matches 
will be played without spectators 
at the weekend, including third-
placed Inter’s game at leaders 
Juventus in Turin on Sunday, one �����������ϐ���������������������Ǥ����
other European games this week, 
French side Olympique Lyonnais 
host Juve while Real Madrid are 
at home to Manchester City in ���������� ������� ����� ͳǡ� ϐ����� ����

ties on Wednesday. There are also 16 
Europa League ties on Wednesday and 
Thursday with matches in Portugal, 
Belgium, Sweden, Switzerland, 
Austria, Britain, Turkey, Spain and the 
Netherlands. “All other UEFA matches 
scheduled this week will go ahead as 
planned and at this time there are no 
restrictions for attending supporters,” 
it added. “UEFA will continue 
to closely monitor the situation 
regarding Covid-19 (coronavirus) 
and to liaise with relevant authorities 
in this respect.”

South Africa, Agency. 

David Warner returned to the scene of the scandal and 
played a central role in a victory this time as Australia beat ������ ������� ��� ͻ� ����� ��� ���� ϐ����� ������ʹͲ� ��� �������
the series 2-1 on Wednesday. The last time Warner was at 
Newlands he instigated one of the biggest embarrassments 
in Australian cricket history with a ball-tampering plot 
in a test against South Africa in March 2018. Warner’s 
contribution in this game was to top score for the Aussies 
with 57 off 37 balls to set up a total of 193-5. South Africa 
didn’t come close. Mitchell Starc blasted out captain 
Quinton de Kock (5) and former skipper Faf du Plessis (5) �������ϐ���������������������������������Ǥ������������������ϐ�������� ���������������������ǯ��������������������������
was all out for 96 in 15.3 overs for a formidable victory for 
the Australians. In between Starc’s early and late strikes, 
spinners Ashton Agar (3-16) and Adam Zampa (2-10) ����������������ϐ�����������������������������������Ǥ�

Agar, who has already taken a hat trick in this series, 
nearly had another when he had Anrich Nortje lbw 
and bowled Lungi Ngidi next ball. Earlier, Warner and 
captain Aaron Finch, who hit 55 off 37, put on 120 in 
their opening stand after South Africa put them in to 
bat. Australia was ahead from then on. The series win is 
a promising start to Australia’s buildup to the Twenty20 
World Cup in October and November, which will be held 
in Australia. South Africa has had a tough season. It lost 
test and T20 series at home to England earlier this year 

and drew the one-day series. With just a three-match ODI 
series against Australia left, the Proteas are in danger of 
going through a home summer without a series win in 
any format. For Australia, the victory may not completely 
erase memories of the ball-tampering scandal but it 
might soften them for the team and for Warner and 
former captain Steve Smith, another man involved in 
the tampering plot two years ago and who also made 
his return to Newlands on Wednesday. Smith made 
30 not out in a valuable contribution at the end of the 
Australian innings. He hit two sixes and 20 runs off the 
last over. The sixes disappeared over long-on and then an 
extraordinary lofted drive over extra cover. Warner and 
Smith were both banned for a year by Cricket Australia 
for their roles in the cheating in 2018 and Smith was 
stripped of the captaincy. 

David Warner returns to scene of 
scandal to set up Australia win

Christchurch, Agency. 

India opener Prithvi Shaw 
was absent from the training 
session on Thursday, two days 
before the visitors begin the ������� ���� ϐ����� ����� ��������
New Zealand in Christchurch. 

Shaw skipped training due 
to a swollen foot, adding to 
the woes of the Indian cricket 
team which went down by 10 �������� ��� ���� ϐ����� ����Ǥ� �����
will reportedly undergo a blood 
test on Thursday and the call on 
whether he will be available for 
the second Test will be taken on Friday. 
The young opener from Mumbai also 
skipped the customary warmup session 
where his teammates played touch 
rugby. The 20-year old failed to make �����������������ϐ�����������������������ǡ�
getting dismissed for 16 and 14 in the 
two innings. First, Tim Southee got him �����������������������������������ϐ�����
innings and in the second he found a ����������� ��������������������ϐ������ ���

negotiate. However, skipper Virat Kohli ���� ���������� ���� ���ϐ������� ��� �����
and said he believed the opener will 
come good because of his destructive 
ability. He also said Shaw would play if ��� ��� ϐ��Ǥ����������ǡ���������
��������
a good net session on Thursday and 
could be asked to open the innings with 
Mayank Agarwal, if Shaw is unable to 
make it. During Thursday’s nets, head 
coach Ravi Shastri was seen paying 
extra attention to Gill’s session.

Manchester, Agency. ����������� ����� ������� ���� ����� ������ ϐ����
minutes apart to beat Real Madrid 2-1 in the ϐ���������������������ͳ�������������������������
on Wednesday. Francisco “Isco” Alarcon 
put Madrid ahead in the 60th minute after �������������������������ϐ������������ǡ�����
Gabriel Jesus evened the match with a header 
in the 78th and Kevin De Bruyne scored the 
winner by converting an 83rd-minute penalty 
after a foul by Dani Carvajal on substitute ������� ��������Ǥ� ������� ������� ���� ϐ�����
minutes without defender Sergio Ramos after 
he was shown a red card for a foul to stop an 
86th-minute breakaway by Jesus. 

The return match in England will be on 
March 17. Pep Guardiola’s Man City, likely 
playing in its last Champions League before 
having to serve a two-year ban from UEFA, 
was the most dangerous team throughout the 
match but couldn’t get past Madrid goalkeeper 
Thibaut Courtois until Jesus’ close-range 
header. UEFA recently handed Man City a 

ban from European competitions for the next 
two seasons after a panel found that it had ���������� ��������� ϐ��������� ������������ ����
failed to cooperate with investigators. The club ϐ�����������������������������������������������
Sport, but if the punishment stands, City won’t 
be back in the Champions League until the 
2022-23 season. A rare goal from combative ���ϐ������� ������ �������� ����� ����Ǧ��������
Lyon a 1-0 home win against Juventus in the ϐ����� ���� ��� ������ �����Ǧ��Ǧͳ� ����� ��� ����
Champions League on Wednesday. Tousart, 

who was sold to German side Hertha Berlin 
last month but loaned back for the rest of the 
season, netted in the 31st minute with a neat ������� ����� �� ������ ��� ���ϐ������� ��������
Aouar. Italian champion Juventus is bidding 
to end a 24-year-wait to win the Champions 
League, but woke up too late in this match.

Juventus star Cristiano Ronaldo threw 
his arms up in the air after the referee ruled 
against his late claim for a penalty, following 
an apparent push from behind by Lyon 
defender Jason Denayer. Then, forward Paulo 
Dybala had a goal ruled out for offside in the 
87th. A minute later, he also had a penalty 
shout turned down even though he seemed 
to be pulled back by a Lyon defender. Juve 
coach Maurizio Sarri was incensed by both 
penalty decisions, leaping up and down on 
the touchline. Ronaldo then waved away a fan ������������� ���� ϐ����� ��� ���� ϐ���������������
injury time, apparently trying to take a photo 
with him. Ronaldo was well marked by Lyon’s 
defense, however.

�ŚĂŵƉŝŽŶƐ�>ĞĂŐƵĞ�ƌŽƵŶĚͲƵƉ͗�DĂŶĐŚĞƐƚĞƌ��ŝƚǇ�
ƚŽƉƉůĞ�ZĞĂů�DĂĚƌŝĚ͕�>ǇŽŶ�ƐƚƵŶ�:ƵǀĞŶƚƵƐ

WƌŝƚŚǀŝ�^ŚĂǁ�ƐŬŝƉƐ�ƚƌĂŝŶŝŶŐ�ĂŌĞƌ�ŝŶũƵƌǇ�ƐĐĂƌĞ�
ahead of second Test against New Zealand

London, Agency. 

Napoli coach Gennaro Gattuso was in typically combative 
mood after his side were held 1-1 at home by Barcelona in the 
Champions League, saying they would use “helmets and armour” 

to defend themselves in the 
return. Tuesday’s result 
left the Serie A side with a 
huge task in the return at 
Camp Nou on March 18 but ���� ��������� ϐ����� ������
refused to accept his side 
were out of the running in 
the round of 16 tie. “I’d like 
to answer that question 
in my style but I can’t,” he 
said when asked if Napoli ������ ���� ����� ��� ��������� ���� �������Ǧϐ������ ���� ���� ϐ����� ����Ǥ�ǲ���������������������ϐ�������ǡ��������������������������ϐ���������

but we’ll buy the helmets, the armour and we’ll go and play at 
Camp Nou.” Dries Mertens gave Napoli the lead before Antoine 
Griezmann equalised in the second half. Gennaro took over at 
Napoli in December, his second job in charge of a Serie A side 
after AC Milan, and has managed to revive the team after a shaky 
start. “At least this match gave us the awareness that if we play as 
a team, we can give great performances,” he said. He was pleased 
by the side’s “willingness to suffer” as well as their quality against 
Barcelona. He added: “There is regret that we drew but, really, 
not much changes between 1-0 and 1-1 we know that whatever 
happens we have to put in a great performance there.”

EĂƉŽůŝ�ĐŽĂĐŚ�'ĞŶŶĂƌŽ�'ĂƩƵƐŽ�ƐĂǇƐ�ƚŚĞǇ͛ůů�
use ‘helmets and armour’ at Barcelona

Wellington, Agency. 

After overpowering defending champions Australia and Bangladesh, 
the Indian women cricket team would look to maintain their 
winning run in the World T20 when they lock horns with New 
Zealand on Thursday. The Harmanpreet Kaur-led Indian unit kicked-
off their campaign 
with an impressive 
win against hosts 
Australia and followed 
it up with a much 
better show against 
Bangladesh. Poonam 
Yadav was the 
architect behind both 
the wins and the team 
would expect a similar 
show from the spinner 
at the Junction Oval 
on Thursday. Shafali 
Verma is another 
interesting prospect 
from the Indian camp 
and have gained 
worldwide traction for 
her powerful strokeplay. Meanwhile, New Zealand are also unbeaten 
in the tournament so far, making the competition even better. New ����������������������Ǧ�����������������������������������ϐ�����������
game and a win will see the White Ferns go level on points with India 
in Group A. The World T20 match between India women and New 
Zealand women will be played on Thursday, February 27, 2020. The 
World T20 match between India women and New Zealand women 
will be played at the Junction Oval in Melbourne.

/ŶĚŝĂ�ǀƐ�EĞǁ��ĞĂůĂŶĚ�tŽŵĞŶ͛Ɛ�dϮϬ�tŽƌůĚ��ƵƉ�>ŝǀĞ�
�ƌŝĐŬĞƚ�^ƚƌĞĂŵŝŶŐ͗�tŚĞŶ�ĂŶĚ�ǁŚĞƌĞ�ŝƐ�ƚŚĞ�ŵĂƚĐŚ͍
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Cupertino, Agency. Apple Inc will open ����ϐ���������������������������������������
2021, chief executive Tim Cook said on 
Wednesday. Responding to a question 
from a shareholder at Apple’s annual 
shareholder meeting in Cupertino, 
California about the company’s plans
for India, Cook said Apple would start 
selling its products online in the country ����������������������������ϐ����������Ǧ
branded store there next year. “We needed 
to get approval from the government to 
go in there ourselves” rather than with a 
domestic partner, Cook said. “I don’t want 
somebody else to run the brand for us.

�ƉƉůĞ�ƚŽ�ŽƉĞŶ�ĮƌƐƚ�
retail store in India 
ŶĞǆƚ�ǇĞĂƌ͗�dŝŵ��ŽŽŬ

New Delhi, Agency.  Jet Airways creditors 
are seeking court action to save the 
bankrupt carrier from liquidation as 
a key deadline looms. Lenders to Jet 
Airways plan to request a court to extend 
a mid-March deadline for creditors to 
agree on a resolution plan, sources said. 
Potential buyers of the airline are also 
seeking more time to prepare bids for the 
company. While the bidding deadline for 
the company has been extended before, 
the airline could be forced into liquidation 
if there’s a further delay in bids by suitors 
and the mid-March date isn’t met, without 
court action.

Jet Airways lenders 
ƐĞĞŬ�ŵŽƌĞ�ƟŵĞ

͚WƌŝǀĂƚĞ�ůĂďĞůƐ�ƚŽ�ŚĂǀĞ�ďĞƩĞƌ�
margins & boost growth’

Bengaluru, Agency.  

Private label brands are expected to 
report higher growth rates and yield 
better margins than the overall growth 
of e-commerce platforms, says a study by 
KPMG and Retailers Association of India. 
Between 2019 and 2022, private labels 
are expected to grow 1.3-1.6x faster than 
ecommerce platforms and continue to 
generate nearly double the margins of 
external brands. 

“Private labels allow platforms 
to attract new consumers, improve 
consumer stickiness, and thereby increase 
market share,” the report says, adding that 
major players across product categories 
attribute more than 50% of their private 
label sales to repeat purchases. The share 
of private labels is category dependent 
and could range up to 90% for fashion, 
approximately 15-20% in food, and 
8- 10% in general merchandise. The 
number of private labels is dependent 
on the width of category assortment for ��ϐ����� ���������Ǥ� ��� �������� ����������� with low brand presence, private labels 

have become main-stay brands. The 
report also said that leading online 
multi-category platforms have already 

developed a presence in private labels. ���������� ����� �������� ���� ��� ϐ����
brands in categories such as wellness, 
electronics and cosmetics, and10-20 
brands in larger categories such as 
apparels and food and grocery. Category 
focused platforms were early to enter and 
launch private labels, and currently have 
25-40% of sales contribution from such 
labels, while multi-category platforms 
have around 5-10% of sales attributed to 
private labels. 

“Private labels could be used 
as a competitive differentiator for 
platforms. On the demand side, they can 
address market gaps through new and 
differentiated products, leading to higher 
purchase conversions and better ROI. In 
relatively unorganised and unbranded 
categories, private labels could offer 
greater brand assurance and credibility. 
On the supply side, private labels can drive 
higher margins on account of better value 
chain control, category anchorage on the 
platform and incremental revenue,” the 
report said.

With revenues falling, taxmen rake up 
three-year-old demonetisation cases

Mumbai, Agency.  

Indian jewellers have received surprise tax 
notices asking them to turn over money they 
made from customers who scrambled to buy 
gold after Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 
2016 ban on high-currency notes, according ����������� �������������� ������ϐ������Ǥ������
PM Modi announced a sudden ban on Rs 500 
and Rs 1,000 noteson November 8, 2016 to 
weed out undeclared cash, clients thronged 
the store of one Mumbai-based jeweller, 
clamouring for necklaces, rings, bullion 
anything gold.

 The jeweller - who asked to only be ������ϐ���� ��� ���� �������ǡ� ���ǡ� ��� ������
retribution - said he sold his entire stock 
at a steep premium that day and pocketed 
revenue usually earned in two weeks. 
Three months ago, he received a tax notice 
asking for the source of those earnings and 
ordering him to turn in all revenue made 
that night, under suspicion that black money 
was behind the purchase. Jain appealed 
against the order, but as per Indian law had 
to deposit 20% of the disputed amount. “If 
we lose the case, then we have to close the 

business to pay the remaining amount,” said 
Jain. About 15,000 Indian jewellers have 
been sent tax demands similar to Jain’s, 
said Surendra Mehta, secretary of the India 
Bullion and Jewellers Association. Mehta 
estimated tax authorities are seeking around 
Rs 50,000 crore ($7 billion) from people in 

the gems and jewellery sector. “This could 
create a problem for the industry in the long 
run as those who need to pay 20% to appeal 
may have to purchase bullion or jewellery on 
credit,” said Mehta. If they lose their cases, 
the jewellers could default on the loans, 
potentially hurting suppliers and bankers, 

he said. Tax authorities are within rights to 
demand tax on past revenue, which takes 
time to scrutinize, but it is highly unusual ������ϐ������������������������������������������Ǥ� �� ���� ��ϐ������ ������ ��� �������ǡ� ��������
the exercise to “being asked to dig up a dead ����� ������ ������ �����ǡ� ϐ���� ���� ���� ����
person died and catch the killer.” Two senior ������ϐ���������������������������������������
sent thousands of notices this year, including 
to jewellers, demanding an estimated Rs 1.5-
2 lakh crore in taxes.

 The Central Board of Direct Taxation and ���� ϐ������� ��������� ���� ���� ������������
respond to a request for comment, and 
the government has not spoken about the 
tax demands on the jewellers. The move 
highlights Modi’s push to shore up revenue 
as India’s once-booming economy grows at 
roughly 11-year lows. India’s corporate and 
income tax collection for the current year is �����������������������ϐ���������������������������������ǡ����������������������ϐ������������������������Ǥ� ����������� ��� ϐ���� �������� ��ϐ�����ǡ�
whose promotions and transfers hinge on 
meeting the government’s annual tax targets, 
are scrambling to at least.

Bengaluru, Agency.  

The venture arm of Wipro Consumer Care has invested an undisclosed amount in 
LetsShave, a startup focused on the male and female shaving and grooming market. 
LetsShave is also into personal care categories like body care, skin care, and electric 
trimmers. It has a tie-up with Dorco, a 
Korean razor company, which also holds 
10% stake in it. “Wipro Consumer Care 
is an established industry player globally 
having deep insights into the consumer 
diaspora in India, and we would like to 
leverage their expertise to chart a strong 
growth trajectory,” said Sidharth Oberoi, 
founder of LetsShave. The company, 
which has a revenue run rate of Rs 30 
crore, targets to reach Rs 100 crore in 
two-three years helped by a burgeoning 
market where men are spending time and money to groom themselves and look 
more presentable. The male grooming and shaving market is growing rapidly at 12% 
in India and is worth about Rs 5,000 crore, according to data from Nielsen. While 
products related to shaving & face care continue to account for over 50% of the 
male grooming pie, newer focus areas like body and hair care are fuelling growth. 
“LetsShave offers high quality products and is a challenger brand in a space dominated 
by a single large player,” Sumit Keshan, managing partner at Wipro Consumer, said. 
Wipro set up its fund last year to invest in consumer startups with a corpus of Rs 200 
crore, aiming to invest in three-four startups each year.

New Delhi, Agency. ����������������������������ϐ����������������������
on Thursday as investors shunned riskier 
assets on fears that the coronavirus outbreak 
is fast developing into a pandemic. The 
benchmark BSE index slipped over 400 points 
in the afternoon deals; while the broader NSE 
Nifty tested 11,550-levels. Banking and realty 
stocks were the most affected. On Wednesday, 
sensex had closed below 40,000-mark for the ϐ����� ����� ������ ���� ����� ���������� ������ ����
Union Budget earlier this month.

 In the last four sessions, the BSE 
bellwether had dived 1,281 points. Here are 
the key reasons behind the slide: Coronavirus 
spreading faster: The coronavirus (Covid-19) 
has in recent days spread far beyond China, 
where it emerged late last year, apparently 
in a market selling wildlife in the city of 
Wuhan. Most new virus cases are now being 
reported outside China with South Korea, 
Italy and Iran emerging as new epicentres. �����ϐ�������������������������������������
to prepare for more virus cases. With around 

82,000 infection cases globally, the deadly 
virus has claimed 2,800 lives so far. Market 
participants also turned cautious after State 
Bank of India economists expected that the 
GDP (gross domestic product) growth will ����� ϐ���� ��� ���� �������Ǧ��������� ʹͲͳͻ�������Ǥ�����ϐ��������������ͶǤͷ�����������������
July-September quarter, weakest expansion 
in over six years. The Q3 economic growth 
number is scheduled to be released on 

Friday. The National Statistics ��ϐ���� ȋ���Ȍ� ���� ���� ���� ��������������������������ϐ�����������ʹͲͳͻǦ
20 to 5.0% from 6.1% previously. 
F&O expiry: There was also a sense 
of volatility as traders ahead of the 
derivatives expiry as trader may 
look to place their positions from 
February series to March 2020 
series. With the expiry of futures 
and options due on Thursday, 
most investors will try to exit 
their positions, Prabhakar added. 
FIIs on a selling spree According 
to analysts, intense spread of 

coronavirus is pushing investors away. ������ ��� ������ �������� ����� ���ϐ���� ���� ���
strong dollar index, as investors reduce 
their exposure to emerging markets amid 
global uncertainty. On a net basis, foreign 
institutional investors sold equities worth Rs 
3,336.60 crore, while domestic institutional 
investors bought shares worth Rs 2,785.67 
crore on Wednesday, data available with 
stock exchanges showed.

^ĞŶƐĞǆ͕�EŝŌǇ�ĨĂůů�ĨŽƌ�ĮŌŚ�ƐƚƌĂŝŐŚƚ�ƐĞƐƐŝŽŶ�
Top reasons behind this downtrend

'ƌŽŽŵŝŶŐ�Įƌŵ�>ĞƚƐ^ŚĂǀĞ�ŐĞƚƐ�
Wipro venture arm’s backing

Mumbai, Agency.  

Finance minister Nirmala Sitharaman on 
Wednesday said there was no uncertainty 
about the merger of 10 public sector banks 
to create four large entities and things were 
moving in line with the schedule. “There 
are no uncertainties about bank merger. 
Discussions are going about convenience with 
which they are doing it... There is a lot of core 
banking work which they are undertaking ... I 
am on course. 

There need not be speculation. All of us 
are at maximum capacity in terms of merging 
core banking solution,” Sitharaman said after 
a meeting with public sector bank chiefs. 
With the April 1 deadline malities are yet to 
be completed. While the bank boards have 
cleared the proposals, the move has to get a nod from 
the Union Cabinet and regulatory compliance has to 
be undertaken after that. Talking about her decision 
to travel across the country to meet bank employefor 
the new entities to take shape approaching fast, there 
has been doubt about whether the process will be 
completed, given that several fores at the ground level, ���� 	�� ����� ���� ����� ���� ��� ���� ϐ��������� ��������Ǥ�
Asked about an oft-repeated grouse over delay in wage 

revision, Sitharaman said banks were discussing the 
wage revisions, which have been delayed by several 
years, and the Indian Banks’ Association will take a 
call on it. She also said the government had asked PSU 
banks to decide on restructuring of loans to MSMEs 
under one-time window opened by the RBI. Of the 5.5 �����������������ϐ������������������ǡ�ͷǤ͵���������������
restructured till January 6 and banks have been told to 
decide on the pending cases by March 15.

Merger of 10 banks remains on 
course : Nirmala Sitharaman

Bengaluru, Agency.  Infosys will start a 
cyber defence center in Indianapolis next 
month. This will be the company’s seventh 
such center and will complement the 
Infosys Technology and Innovation Center 
that was inaugurated in Indianapolis 
early last year. According to a recent 
cybersecurity report by the company, 
83% of executives view cybersecurity 
as critical, yet 67% are still struggling 
to have security embedded. “The Cyber 
Defence Center is staffed with expert 
security analysts with niche skills around 
threat research and intelligence gathering 
to deliver best-in class services to our 
customers,” Vishal Salvi, chief information �����������ϐ�����Ƭ�����������������������
practice at Infosys said. The center will 
provide end-to-end, real-time, 24/7 
cyber security monitoring and protection 
services to support and guide American 
businesses in their digital transformation 
journey. It will prevent, detect, assess 
and respond to cybersecurity threats and 
breaches. Infosys opened a similar center 
in Bucharest, Romania last year.

Infosys to start cyber defence 
center in Indianapolis

Mumbai, Agency.  

Market benchmark sensex dropped over 200 points in opening �������� ��� ��������� ��� ���������� �������� ����� ���ϐ���� ����
coronavirus overhang weighed on global investor sentiment. The 
30-share BSE index dropped 202.44 points, or 0.51 per cent, to 
39,686.52, while the NSE Nifty fell 62.75 points, or 0.54 per cent, to 
11,615.75. Top losers in the sensex pack included HCL Tech, HDFC 
Bank, TCS, M&M, IndusInd 
Bank, Sun Pharma, ICICI Bank 
and Reliance Industries. On 
the other hand, Titan, NTPC, 
Nestle India and Kotak Bank 
were trading with gains. In the 
previous session, the Sensex 
settled with a loss of 392.24 
points, or 0.97 per cent, at 
39,888.96, and Nifty plummeted 119.40 points or 1.01 per cent to end 
at 11,678.50. According to analysts, intense spread of coronavirus is ����������������������Ǥ��������������������������������ϐ�����������
strong dollar index, as investors reduce their exposure to emerging 
markets amid global uncertainty. On a net basis, foreign institutional 
investors sold equities worth Rs 3,336.60 crore, while domestic 
institutional investors bought shares worth Rs 2,785.67 crore on 
Wednesday, data available with stock exchanges showed Stock 
exchanges in Hong Kong, Seoul and Tokyo were trading with losses, 
while bourses in Shanghai were positive. Equities on Wall Street too 
ended on a tepid note on Wednesday. Brent crude oil futures fell 1.19 
per cent to $52.18 per barrel. The rupee appreciated 2 paise to 71.63 
against the US dollar in morning session.

Sensex drops over 200 
ƉŽŝŶƚƐ͖�EŝŌǇ�ŶĞĂƌ�ϭϭ͕ϲϬϬ
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Mumbai, Agency.  Bollywood 
superstar Shah Rukh Khan on 
Wednesday said it’s with constant 
education that a country, a family 
can move forward as there is never 
an end to learning. In December last 
year, when the actor visited the Indian 
Film Festival of Melbourne, the La 
Trobe University announced the Shah 
Rukh Khan La Trobe University PhD 
Scholarship. At the event to announce 
the recipient of the scholarship here 
on Wednesday, Shah Rukh said it was 
his honour to lend his name or be 
attached to the scholarship. “I am 
a big believer in education. I truly 
believe that the way forward for 
any country, any family, city, state is 
by educating itself more and more. 
“There is never an end to education. 
I’ve come to realise the more I know, ��ϐ���������ǡ����������������������Ǥ�
It’s very important to keep educating 
ourselves for the rest of our lives. 
I’ve always believed education in 
India and elsewhere in the world, is 
the most important step forward for 
any nation,” he said. The scholarship 
aims to provides an opportunity for 
an aspiring female researcher from 
India to undertake research. The 
54-year-old superstar said what 
also will help taking the world move 
ahead is educating women. “Related 
to the fact, is of course, education of 
women, empowering women, to look 
after themselves to look after their 
families… If you are able to empower 
them with education, the world goes 
even further forward,” the actor 
added.

Shah Rukh Khan: Way 
forward for any country is 
ďǇ�ĞĚƵĐĂƟŶŐ�ŝƚƐĞůĨ�ŵŽƌĞ

New Delhi, Agency.  Pankaj Tripathi 
says his cameo appearance in 
Angrezi Medium is a gift to mentor-ϐ�����ǡ������������������ǡ���������
been the biggest inspiration in his ������Ǥ�����ϐ������������������ǯ��ϐ�����
collaboration with Irrfan and he said 
it was a no-brainer for him to say 
yes to the movie. “I have always been 
inspired by Irrfan’s performances 
as an actor. He has had a huge 
impact on my life, especially with his 
performances from ‘Haasil’, ‘Maqbool’, 
‘The Warrior’ and ‘Paan Singh Tomar’. 
“My guru and also my senior from 
the National School of Drama, I have 
always wanted to impact audiences 
the way he does. His contribution 
has been greatly acknowledged in 
the Indian cinema and my role in this ϐ�����������������������������������ǯ�
to him,” Tripathi said in a statement. 
Angrezi Medium explores the father 
(Irrfan)-daughter (Radhika Madan) 
relationship and the hardships a 
father has to face in order to make 
his daughter’s dreams of studying 
in a foreign university come true. Jio 
Studios and Prem Vijan present Dinesh 
Vijan’s Angrezi Medium, a Maddock 
Films production, directed by Homi ��������ǡ�����ϐ�����������������������
released on March 13.

Angrezi Medium my 
‘guru dakshina’ to 
Irrfan: Pankaj Tripathi

Rajinikanth’s Into the Wild 
episode to air on March 23

New Delhi, Agency. 

A new teaser of Into The Wild with Bear 
Grylls, featuring Superstar Rajinikanth, 
reveals the premiere date of the episode. 
The special episode will air on March 
23 at 8 pm on Discovery. A clip with 
glimpses of Rajinikanth and show’s host 
Bear Grylls was shared by the channel 
on Thursday morning. The caption read, 
“Gear up to venture into the wilderness 
of India with survival expert @BearGrylls 
and the ultimate superstar @Rajinikanth 
in an action packed adventure. Premieres 
23 March at 8 PM, only on Discovery 
#ThalaivaOnDiscovery.” Not too long ago, a 
motion poster of the episode was shared by 
the makers. Into The Wild with Bear Grylls 
marks the television debut of Rajinikanth. 

In an earlier tweet, Grylls had shared 
his experience of working on the project. 
“Preparing for Rajinikanth ’s blockbuster 
TV debut with an Into The Wild with Bear 
Grylls motion poster! I have worked with 
many stars around the world but this one 

for me was special. Love India. Rajinikanth 
has always been a star with swagger! But in 
the wild everything is different… It was so 
fun to spend time with the legend and get 
to know and see him in a totally new way…” 
the tweet read. Rajinikanth had also shared 

a statement about shooting the episode with 
the wildlife expert, “Bear Grylls has tested 
the survival skills of multiple celebrity 
guests, pushing them to their limits. I look 
forward to the survival challenge in the 
mesmerizing wilderness of India.”

��������������ϐ���������������ǣ���������������ϐ���������������
competition from Shubh Mangal Zyada Saavdhan and Bhoot

New Delhi, Agency. 

Filmmaker Anubhav Sinha is bringing 
another thought-provoking story ��� ���� ���������� ����� ���� ����� ϐ����
Thappad. Starring Taapsee Pannu 
and Pavail Gulati in the lead roles, the ϐ���������������������	�����Ǥ������������ǡ�
which shows Taapsee’s character ������� ϐ������ ���� �������� ������ ����
husband (Pavail) slaps her publicly, 
has left an impact on cinephiles. Given �����������������������������ϐ���ǡ�������
expected to have a decent run at the ������ϐ���Ǥ�

Film trade analyst Girish Johar 
believes Thappad will engage a 
broad audience and will grow at the 
ticket counters with positive word of 
mouth. He told indianexpress.com, 
“The buzz around the Taapsee Pannu 
starrer is decent. There is a strong 
undercurrent about it. The response 
from certain special screenings is 
mindblowing. Now it remains to be 
seen how the audience will accept ���� ϐ���Ǥǳ� ���ǡ� �������� �������� ��
certain section of the audience. ǲ���������������������ϐ�������������
pretty much focused. It is targeting a 
limited set of audience since it is an 

issue-based story of an individual,” 
Johar suggested. Commenting on ���� ϐ���ǯ������������������������ǡ���������ǡ� ǲ��������������� ���� ϐ���������
solely depend on word of mouth. ����� ������������� ϐ����� ����� �����
kind of reviews. I will peg its day one 
collection at Rs 2-3 crores.” Asked 
what is it about Thappad that will 
pull people to theaters, Johar replied, 
“Taapsee has a strong fan base which 
will help in getting a decent start to ���� ϐ���� ��� ���� ���� ��ϐ���Ǥ� ���������

Anubhav Sinha has also done some ������ ���� ��������� ϐ����� ȋ�������� ͳͷǡ�
Mulk) in the past. So, both of them 
will pull people to theaters.” While ������ ��� ��� ������ ���� ϐ���� ����������
along with Thappad, the movie buffs 
have previous week’s Bhoot: The 
Haunted Ship and Shubh Mangal 
Zyada Saavdhan to choose from. 
But Johar said, “Thappad has no ������������ ��� ���� ���� ��ϐ���� ������
both Shubh Mangal and Bhoot have ��������������������ϐ���Ǥǳ

New Delhi Correspondent. 

It is hard to believe Better Call Saul 
was dismissed as a cash grab by 
Vince Gilligan and Peter Gould when 
it was announced. Many said it was 
capitalising on the popularity of 
Breaking Bad. But very soon, Better 
Call Saul became something that can 
stand on its own feet and move out of 
Breaking Bad’s shadow.

 Better Call Saul is at least as good 
as Breaking Bad (according to some, 
including this scribe, even better at 
times) even if it is mostly devoid of 
big moments of drama and twists that 
characterised the tale of Walter White. 
SPOILER ALERT: If you have not seen 
Better Call Saul until season 4, now is 
the time to stop reading. The fourth 
season of the show ended with its two 

primary characters, Jimmy McGill and 
Mike Ehrmantraut, descending further 
into darkness. While Mike offed a kind, 
innocent man at the orders of Gus Fring, 
Jimmy completed his transformation 
into Saul Goodman from a kind-hearted 
man to a shallow weasel lawyer we saw 
in Breaking Bad. 

While it is all very tragic, it was 
in true Breaking Bad fashion also 
incredibly human. Walter White, 
despite the horrifying things he did, 
remained human and believable right 
till the end. None of his actions seemed 
far-fetched, including the time when 
he tried to poison a child. This remains 
true in Better Call Saul. Of course, 
they are still two very different shows. 
While Breaking Bad was an explosion 
and much faster-paced, Better Call 

Saul is a tragedy playing out in slow-������Ǥ� ���� ����� ������ ������ ���� ϐ�����
episode of Better Call Saul Season 5 
is, once again, the writing. It is only 
augmented by some phenomenal acting 
by Bob Odenkirk, Jonathan Banks, Rhea 
Seehorn, Giancarlo Esposito, Michael 
Mando and others. The subtle touches 
that made Breaking Bad a cut above the 
rest the visual elements, the stunning 
yet understated cinematography, 
editing and so on  are all there. The ϐ����������������������������������������
5 brings it closer to Breaking Bad, and 
we will see Dean Norris’ wisecracking 
DEA Agent Hank Schrader too in the 
next few episodes. The show is getting 
better, and the only negative thing I 
have to say about it is it has to end 
eventually.

�ĞƩĞƌ��Ăůů�^ĂƵů�^ĞĂƐŽŶ�ϱ�ĮƌƐƚ�ŝŵƉƌĞƐƐŝŽŶ͗��Žď 
KĚĞŶŬŝƌŬ͛Ɛ�:ŝŵŵǇ�DĐ'ŝůů�ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞƐ�ƚŽ�ďƌĞĂŬ�ďĂĚ

New Delhi, Agency. 

Actor Mahie Gill has much more to offer as an artiste than 
just playing “sensuous” characters and the actor says her ��������� ϐ���ǡ� �������������������������ǡ� ������� ϐ������������� ���� ���� ���������Ǥ� ���� ϐ���ǡ� ��������� ��� 
����� ����ǡ�����
a breath of fresh air for Mahie, who has made a name for 
herself by delivering powerful performances in movies such 
as Gulaal, Dev D and Sahib Biwi Aur Gangster. “When Gagan 
came to me, I really liked the script, I loved it. It was a breath ��� ������������������ ������������ ϐ����� ����� �������������������
very serious and sensuous. I needed a break from these roles 
and this is a comedy which I haven’t explored much,” the actor 
told PTI in an interview. Mahie said she has been looking for 
opportunities to explore the alternate side of her personality ���� �� ����������ǡ� ���� ϐ�������������� �������������� ������ ������
her similar characters. “The kind of roles that were being 
offered to me, I was saying no to a lot of them. I don’t want 
to continue doing sensuous roles. I did three parts of ‘Sahib 
Biwi and Gangster’ but after that I was continuously offered 
similar parts. “I would love to do a part four of ‘Sahib…’ but ��������������ϐ���Ǥ�����������������������������������������ǡ������

I prefer to continue working on this franchise. But it becomes 
boring for an actor to do similar roles. Somewhere you have 
to take a stand for yourself.” Doorsharshan revolves around 
a family who decides to recreate the era of 1980s after their 
matriarch suddenly wakes up from decades long coma. Mahie ����� ���� ������ ���� ϐ���� ���� ���� �������� ���� �������������� �������������������������������������ϐ�������������������������
lane. “This character is so much like me. After ‘Dev D’, this is ����ϐ������������������ǯ��������������������������������������Ǥ�
Since I’m from Chandigarh, the character also has a Punjabi 
touch to it,” she said. “I miss the serials of that time, especially 
the sitcoms ‘Dekh Bhai Dekh’ and ‘Yeh Jo Hai Zindagi’. Today, 
you turn on the TV and you’re bombarded with the choices. 
You really don’t know what to watch. But in the 80s, it was 
only Doordarshan and I now realise that most of their shows 
were ahead of their time,” Mahie added. Doordarshan, also 
featuring actors Manu Rishi and Dolly Ahluwalia is scheduled 
to be released on Friday.

Mumbai, Agency. 

One of the biggest learnings for writer Mrunmayee ������ ��������������� ϐ���ǡ��������ǡ����������������
the inclusion of male and female gaze while writing 
a character. Lagoo, who is basking in the glory of her ����� ��� ���� �������� �����Ǧ���� ϐ���� ����� ������� ����
release, courtesy multiple private screenings across 

the country, spoke about working with a male director 
during a Q and A session after a screening in Mumbai 
on Tuesday evening. When indianexpress.com asked 
her if she and Anubhav Sinha had disagreements due 
to difference in their gaze, Mrunmayee Lagoo said, 
“This male and female gaze conversation has started ��������Ǥ� ����������� ����� ��ǯ�� �� ϐ���� ����� �� ������
protagonist, it comes up even more. 

We had a lot of arguments, but those were not 
because of the difference of opinions but about an 
aesthetic choice of how to do something.” Mrunmayee 
Lagoo added that it was Anubhav Sinha’s male gaze 
that made Taapsee Pannu’s character Amrita “well 
rounded.” “For me, the learning was when he was 
handling Amrita’s character on set. I was looking at her 
in a certain way, which was my informed thinking of 
how this kind of a woman should be. He had a different, 
interesting view of her. He saw her as someone who ������ ��� ϐ������ ��� ����ǡǳ� ���� ����Ǥ� ������ ���������ǡ�
“Anubhav’s different perspective was one of the 
biggest contributions of male gaze, which led to Amrita 
becoming a well-rounded character. I feel whatever the 
gaze is, it’s important for both male and female writers 
to be able to imagine it from both perspectives. Be it 
a female or a male protagonist, the character doesn’t 
reach any completion with just one gaze.” Thappad, 
slated to release on February 28, is a pertinent 
commentary on the unchecked male entitlement. It 
also stars Ratna Pathak Shah, Tanvi Azmi, Kumud 
Mishra, Pavail Gulati and Dia Mirza.

Don’t want to do sensuous 
roles anymore: Mahie Gill
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Onward director Dan Scan-
lon: Tom Holland has an in-
fectious charm and sincerity

Disney-Pixar’s Onward is an animated ϐ�������������������������������������������������������Ǥ�����ϐ���������������������
Scanlon and tells the story of Lightfoot 
brothers who receive a wizard’s staff as 
a gift from their late father. The wizard’s 
staff would allow them to meet their fa-
ther for a single day. Since the younger 
one was not born when their father died, 
and the older brother was too young to 
remember him, they are overjoyed. But 
the staff only brings back his legs. The ������������ϐ����������������������������-������������������ϐ�������������������Ǥ�����
younger brother Ian (voice by Tom Hol-
land) is something of an introvert. Direc-
tor Dan Scanlon said in a statement, “Ian 
is a little introverted like I am. 
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