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FIRST COLUMN

New Delhi, Agency. INDIA AND China were 
locked in a verbal duel on Sunday over export 
restrictions on medical products in the wake 
of the coronavirus outbreak. Chinese medical 
institutions, charity organisations and local 
authorities have complained that medical products needed in fighting the epidemic 
in China are prohibited for export by the 
Indian side. In a statement, Chinese embassy 
spokesperson Ji Rong said on Sunday that 
the WHO has repeatedly opposed any travel 
and trade restrictions on China, which should 
be followed by all parties. “It is hoped that 
the Indian side could review the epidemic 
situation in an objective, rational and calm 
manner, handle with China’s much-needed 
items in a cooperative and constructive way, 
and resume normal personnel exchanges and 
trade between our two countries as soon as 
possible,” she said. “Some restrictions have 
been imposed on the export of certain medical 
equipment in view of the fact that these 
items are in short supply here too. Just like 
any other country, India with a billion-plus 
population has the responsibility to take the 
necessary measures to combat the spread of 
the COVID-19 outbreak which if not properly 
managed can become a global risk,” he said. 

India, China spar 
over export curbs 
on medical products

Lucknow, Agency.  SIX people were injured, 
including two critically, as clashes erupted 
between police and anti-CAA protesters in 
Uparkot area of Aligarh on Sunday evening. 
Among the injured were two policemen. The 
father of one of those injured said his son was a bystander who had been fired at by a person 
whom he could identify. Four others suffered 
injuries, two of them in their eyes, with one 
of them likely to lose his left eye, according 
to doctors treating them. District Magistrate 
Chandra Bhushan Singh said there had been no firing from police side. Police said miscreants 
pelted stones, damaged public and government vehicles and also opened fire, but the situation had been brought under control. Police also 
used teargas to disperse the crowd. A shop 
was partly burnt in the violence. A heavy 
contingent of police remains deployed in the 
area, while Internet services were suspended 
in the district for 24 hours. “It took us around 
10-15 minutes to bring the situation under 
control,” said DM Singh. He accused women 
students of Aligarh Muslim University of 
instigating the protesters and said their roles 
would be probed. “We will seek compensation 
for the damages from people involved in the 
violence,” he added. Deputy Inspector General of Police (Aligarh Range) Preetinder Singh told PTI that some persons were detained after the 
violence. A large group of women along with 
children have been staging a protest against 
the CAA and the proposed National Register of 
Citizens outside Shahjamal Eidgah in Aligarh 
since last month. 

6 injured as anti-CAA 
protesters, police clash 
in Aligarh, 2 serious

Lucknow, Agency. A 16-year-old girl was 
on Sunday held in Gorakhpur for allegedly 
killing her newborn last month. Her 
50-year-old mother has also been arrested and booked for the murder. Police said 
that the girl and her mother told them 
that the newborn girl was born out of rape 
and therefore they had killed the child. 
According to police, they launched a probe 
after a decomposed body of a newborn child 
was found on January 31. “On the basis of 
evidence and confession, we caught the girl and her mother today (Sunday). The girl 
and her mother were produced before a 
local court today. The girl has been sent to a 
juvenile home and her mother to the district 
jail by the court,” said the SHO of the police station concerned. Police said that they are 
also looking for a 30-year-old man who had 
allegedly raped the 16-year-old girl. The girl 
worked as a domestic help at the accused’s 
house and after he raped her, she got 
pregnant, said police. 

Uttar Pradesh: Teen, 
mother held for killing 
baby ‘born out of rape’

New Delhi, Agency.  

“Gender justice must remain high on the global agenda,” President Ram Nath Kovind said on Sunday and lauded the 
Supreme Court for its “proactive and progressive” stance. 
Delivering the valedictory address at the International Judicial Conference, 2020, the President said that “from 
issuing guidelines on preventing sexual harassment in 
the workplace two decades ago to providing directives for 
granting equal status to women in the army this month, 
the Supreme Court of India has led progressive social 
transformation”. Speaking on the occasion, Chief Justice 
of India S A Bobde said that the judiciary “is the guardian 
of constitutional values and serves to counter-balance 
populist forces in a commitment to the rule of law”. The 

CJI said two facets of globalisation that have posed the 
greatest challenges to judiciaries across the world are 
the rise of global supply chains and the proliferation 
of information technology. “Technology has placed the 
world in the palms of our hands, making it possible to 
communicate with great ease across the world. But the 
widespread use of technology has also brought with it 
concerns over mass data collection and an individual’s 
right to privacy,” he noted. Justice D Y Chandrachud 
said judges were entrusted by the Constitution to 
decide cases in the “belief that in the work of judges, 
the law is moulded as an instrument of protecting 
constitutional values and ensuring justice to those in 
our communities who need it the most”. He said that 
challenges posed by technology, climate change and 
terrorism transcend individual jurisdictions. Hackers, 
private companies and the government present 
“challenges to privacy” and the question is how courts 
should balance right to privacy with other rights and 
supplement existing legislative frameworks, he said. Justice S K Kaul, who delivered the vote of thanks, said governments normally reflect the majority view “and it 
is the judiciary which plays the balancing act”.

President Kovind 
lauds SC for rulings 

on gender issues

Mumbai, Agency.  

The Budget Session, commencing 
from Monday, will test the unity of the Congress, NCP and Shiv Sena, as the BJP draws up a strategy to corner 
the coalition partners in the Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA) government 
on their ideological differences. 
While praising Chief Minister 
Uddhav Thackeray for supporting the Citizenship (Amendment) Act (CAA) and National Population Register (NPR) and agreeing to the National Investigation Agency (NIA) taking over the probe in the Elgaar Parishad 
case, Opposition leader Devendra Fadnavis said, “The BJP has decided 
to boycott the customary tea party of 
the Maha Vikas Aghadi government 
on the eve of the Budget Session.” 
“The purpose of the tea party is to 
ensure better coordination between 
the ruling and opposition parties on 
important issues during the session. 
But unfortunately, today we see sharp 
differences between the Congress, NCP and Shiv Sena,” he said. Fadnavis 

urged Uddhav to bring a resolution 
in the state Assembly and Council to 
commemorate the death anniversary 
of Veer Savarkar on February 26. 

Another demand by the 
Opposition is banning of Congress 
in-house magazine Shidori for 
publishing a controversial article 
on Savarkar. Describing the three-
party government as “sthagiti 
sarkar”, Fadnavis expressed serious 
concerns over the series of decisions 
taken by the Uddhav government to 
stop projects. Fadnavis on Sunday 
met members of Sakal Maratha 
Morcha, who are protesting for the 
last 27 days demanding government 
jobs, and assured that he would 
raise their issue in the Assembly in 
the Budget Session.

Maharashtra: BJP draws up 
strategy to corner ruling coalition

Bhopal, Agency.HEALTH workers in Madhya Pradesh offered money 
from own pockets to try and meet sterilisation 
targets set earlier this month. One of them, in 
tribal-dominated Alirajpur, said he gave one person 
Rs 5,000, over and above the Rs 2,000 paid by the 
government. A health worker in Bhopal talked 
of desperately approaching labourers gathered 
at a square on the capital’s outskirts for work to 
convince them. Alirajpur Chief Medical and Health Officer Dr Prakash Dhoke, who admitted that health 
workers resorted to such measures, is not surprised. 
The district saw all of six male sterilisations between 
2015 and 2019. But, in the 10 days since a February 
11 circular mandated that each health worker 
ensure at least one male sterilisation by March 31 or 
face loss of pay or job, it logged in 12 cases. 

The target the health workers in Alirajpur district were set was 693. The Kamal Nath government has 
since withdrawn the controversial circular, following 
a report by The Indian Express, while blaming officials for it. National Health Mission’s state director 
Chhavi Bharadwaj has been removed. Alirajpur has 27 multi-purpose health workers (MPHWs) to carry 
out its sterilisation drive. At a meeting of the District 
Health Society in the last week of December, they were told by officials to meet sterilisation targets or face punitive action. Officials said those 50 or 

older or who had completed 20 years in service were warned they might be the first to go. Arvind Bairagi, 46, has been an MPHW with the Madhya Pradesh Health Department for 21 years, earning Rs 
34,000. Alirajpur where he is based is a tough case 
for the Health Department as bigamy is common in 
the tribal district as are multiple children given the 
high rate of infant mortality. Bairagi admitted that 
at his Malpur sub-centre in Bhabra block, he had 
been unable to convince even one man in six years 
to undergo vasectomy. After the circular came, he 
looked for willing men in villages around. When he couldn’t find any, he said, “I somehow convinced a 
government employee and offered him Rs 5,000. Jabran karvaya payment de ke (I got it done forcibly),” 
Bairagi told The Indian Express over the phone. 

Offered money, tried labour chowk: what 
MP officials did for sterilisation target

At ‘Namaste Trump’ event, US President 
announces $3 billion defence deal with 
India, calls PM Modi ‘tough negotiator’

New Delhi, Agency.   

Massive bonhomie was at display 
at the ‘Namaste Trump’ event in 
Ahmedabad on Monday as both Prime Minister Narendra Modi and US President Donald Trump heaped 
praises on each other. Stating that 
India now holds a special place in 
the hearts of Americans, Trump said, 
“America loves India, America respects 
India and America will always be 
faithful and loyal friends to the Indian 
people.” He also announced defence 
deals between the two countries worth 3 billion dollars. Calling PM 
Modi a “tough negotiator”, Trump also 
announced that both the countries are 
chalking out “the biggest ever trade deals” on his visit to India. Praising his “great friend” PM Narendra Modi, 
Trump said, “Modi, you are not just the 
pride of Gujarat but you are a living 
example that with hard work Indians 
can achieve anything they want. 

Everybody loves him… but I will 
tell you this… he is very tough.” In his 
address at the Motera stadium, Trump 
also made a mention of Modi’s early 
life as a “tea-seller.” Lauding India’s 
space mission Chandrayaan II, Trump 
said, “The US is looking forward to 
cooperating with you. US and India 
will be partners in our journey to the stars.” Praising the diversity of India, 
Trump said, “India is the country that 
has always been admired and where 
millions of Hindus, Muslims, Sikhs, 
Jains, and Christians worship side by 
side. You have always stood strong as 
one great Indian nation.” Addressing 
a crowd of more than 1,00,000 
people at the Motera cricket Stadium 
in Ahmedabad, the world’s biggest, the US President said, “Under PM 

Modi, villages in India have access to 
electricity. Over 300 million more have 
got internet connection. India will soon 
become the home to the world’s largest 
middle class. What is impressive is 
that India has achieved all this as a 
democracy and as a tolerant country. 

India’s achievement is unrivalled.” 
“Story of the Indian nation is a tale 
of extraordinary diversity, world’s 
largest democracy, strong and noble 
people,” he said, praising India for exhibiting “confidence in its own 
people, trust in its people.” Trump also 
touched on India’s cultural diversity 
and riches as he highlighted the 
success of its blockbuster movies like DDLJ (Dilwale Dulhania Le Jayenge) 
and Sholay, and its sporting icons like Sachin Tendulkar and Virat Kohli. 
“Five months ago, the United States welcomed your great Prime Minister 
at a giant football stadium in Texas and 
today, India welcomes us at the world’s 
largest cricket stadium right here in 
Ahmedabad,” he added, thanking India 
for its hospitability. Before Trump’s 
speech, addressing the Namaste 

Trump event, Modi said history is 
being scripted at the Motera Stadium. 
“Five months ago, I started my journey 
with Howdy Modi. And today, my 
great friend Trump has started his 
journey in India in Ahmedabad with 
‘Namaste Trump’. After the long 
journey, Trumps made their way to 
the Sabarmati Ashram,” said Modi, 
while welcoming them to the “biggest 
democracy in the world.” He also made 
the crowd chant “long live India-US 
friendship”. Crediting Donald Trump 
for strengthening India-US ties, Modi 
said, “India-US relations are no longer 
just another partnership. It is a far 
greater and closer relationship. One is 
‘land of the free’,the other believes the 
world is one family. One feels proud of 
‘Statue of Liberty’ the other feels proud 
of ‘Statue of Unity’. Trump thinks very 
big. The entire world has seen his 
efforts and his leadership.” This is Trump’s first visit to India. Following the event, the US President will leave 
for Agra. Thereafter, he will travel to 
Delhi where he is expected to wrap up 
issues related to trade and defence.

Donald Trump’s visit will push move to set up six nuclear reactors
“Techno-commercial discussion to arrive at a project proposal…have made steady progress”

New Delhi, Agency.  

An announcement on a “project proposal” for 
the setting up of six nuclear power reactors 
in collaboration with Westinghouse Electric Company is expected during US President 
Donald Trump’s visit this week. The emergence 
of a viable proposal would set the stage for a 
commercial agreement to be initialled with 
Westinghouse Electric, which would pave the 
way for commencement of work on the project in coastal Andhra Pradesh. Pittsburgh-based Westinghouse Electric 
employs over 10,000 people globally and is a flagbearer of the US nuclear sector, alongside the GE-Hitachi combine. Officials indicated 
that “techno-commercial discussion to arrive 
at a project proposal…have made steady 
progress” and a fresh pact, which builds 
on the civil nuclear cooperation agreement 
signed by India and the US in March 2019, 
is expected to be inked during the visit. The project is planned to be set up at Kovvada 
on the eastern Andhra coast, about 260 km 
from Vishakhapatnam, and will comprise six AP-1000 reactor units of 1208 MWe (mega watt electric) capacity each. The cost and 

schedule will emerge upon finalisation of the 
proposal and the administrative approval and financial sanction by the government. 
The announcement comes amid indications 
that the Department of Atomic Energy is 
working on a report, in consultation with the 
Atomic Energy Commission, for amending the Consolidated FDI Policy, according to which atomic energy currently figures in the list of 
prohibited sectors. The DAE Chairman and 
the Department’s communications team did 

not respond to a set of detailed queries on 
this issue sent by The Indian Express. In May 
2017, the Union Cabinet had accorded an “in principle” approval for establishing the six AP 
1000 reactors with WEC. “The discussions to 
arrive at project proposals to set up nuclear 
power projects with foreign cooperation 
involve complex technical, commercial, legal, 
regulatory and other issues, which take time 
for conclusion. The project proposal will put 
the nuclear project in execution mode,” an 

official said. WEC’s AP-1000 reactors are types 
of Light Water Reactors, like the ones being set 
up in collaboration with Russia in Tamil Nadu’s Kudankulam, where water is used both as 
coolant and moderator. The initial agreement 
to build the WEC reactors, signed in 2016, 
followed on from the Indo-US civil nuclear agreement signed in 2008. WEC, alongside 
Wilmington-based GE Hitachi Nuclear, has 
been negotiating to build reactors in India 
since the nuclear deal was inked. 

The project, however, came under a cloud after WEC filed for bankruptcy in mid-2017 
following cost overruns on reactors coming 
up in the US. The discussions between the 
two countries to enable the sale of US atomic 
reactors have also been impacted as India’s 
nuclear liability rules, which apportion a part 
of the costs of any accident to be channeled 
to the manufacturer of the reactor alongside 
the operator of the station, had been cited as a hurdle by US companies. After it filed for bankruptcy, Canada’s Brookfield Asset 
Management bought WEC from Japan’s Toshiba in August 2018. Government officials indicated that price negotiations had resumed late 2018 
after WEC re-emerged from bankruptcy. 
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Ancient city in Sirsa, under a mound & 50,000 people

Food data raises alert : Indians are 
consuming less pulses and milk

Sirsa, Agency. 

A mound in Sirsa indistinguishable from 
the dusty background of most Haryana 
small towns could hold clues to the ancient 
city of ‘Sarishika’. Falling on the old route 
to Takshashila, the 6th-5th century BC 
city found mention in the Mahabharata, Panini’s Ashtadhyayi and the Buddhist 
text Divyavadana. However, before the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) can confirm the historicity of the site, it has to 
convince the nearly 50,000 people living on the identified 82 acres to move. With 788 families forcibly rehabilitated 
three years ago following a high court 
order still struggling for basic amenities, 
the residents, many of whom settled here following Partition, are not willing 
to move. They also accuse the authorities 
of letting the situation fester, with a 1904 Ancient Monuments Preservation Act first declaring Sirsa’s ‘Ther Mound’, which rises 15-18 metres above nearby areas, a 
protected monument back in July 1932. 
There is also a dispute over the size of the 
protected area, with surveys by the ASI and 
government departments such as Revenue 
and Archaeology and Museums coming up with different figures. Over the years, 
the inhabitants, who have formed a forum 
called the Apna Ghar Bachao Sangharsh 
Samiti, have acquired documents, 

including land conveyance deeds, sale-
purchase agreements, municipal tax 
receipts, electricity and water meter 
connections which, they point out, can’t be 
issued to “encroachers”. Attempts to evict 
them have seen protests, clashes with 
security personnel, and multiple petitions in the Punjab and Haryana High Court. 

In a report to the government in 
January, Sirsa Deputy Commissioner 
Ramesh Chander Bidhan admitted, “A few 
have conveyance deeds of the protected 
government land in their favour.” The 
government is said to be trying to see 
if the ASI can take the parts of Ther 
that are heavily inhabited out of the 
protected zone. Zulfequar Ali, the ASI 
Superintending Archaeologist in-charge of 
the mound, said they carried out the initial excavation in 2018-19 after the first round 

of rehabilitation. “We wanted to ascertain 
the antiquity of the site and the nature of a 
fort believed to be lying underneath. In the 
three months that we got for excavation 
and scraping of the mound, we found 
numerous antiquarian remains, ranging 
from the Gupta to the Mughal period. But 
we need more area and more time, and 
need to go deeper.” The Gupta period (mid-to-late 3rd century CE to 543 CE) 
is considered a Golden Age and covered 
much of the Indian subcontinent. The High 
Court got into the picture after a plea was filed in 1997, and in successive orders, directed the Centre as well as Punjab and 
Haryana to submit a list of their protected 
monuments, while asking the ASI and 
respective deputy commissioners to 
retrieve these from encroachers. In 2016, 
the court stalled a bid by Haryana to “de-

notify” the Ther land as protected. The 
next hearing is due this week. Deepak Phutela, a sweet shop owner who has a 
four-storey house on the Thed Mound, 
said this was the third generation of 
his family settled here. “Thousands of 
homeless people came here after 1947 from Western Pakistan,” he said. Jagjit 
Singh, a Councillor of Ward No. 19 under 
which most of Ther falls, accused the Sirsa 
administration of “erring repeatedly”. He 
also claimed that the protected site “should 
not be more than 31 acres”. “But one Deputy Commissioner declared 82 acres, 
including land surrounding the actual 
mound,” Singh said. However, following the officer’s affidavit to court in that regard, 
a joint survey conducted by the ASI and 
Haryana’s Archaeological and Museums 
Department too had put the Ther area at 82 acres. The authorities are apprehensive 
of any forcible action as the area includes 
politically sensitive Gujjar and Valmiki Mohallas. Previous attempts to even 
paste show-cause notices of eviction have 
seen violent protests and manhandling of officials. Said one resident of Valmiki Mohalla, refusing to be identified, “How 
can anybody knock at our doors one day 
and say we are encroachers? Was the 
government sleeping when people built 
their houses?… When they need votes, 
they come to us. 

Pune, Agency. 

THREE men, who were rounded up by Pune Police after “vigilante-style raids” on 
their homes by MNS workers and a police 
team on Saturday on the suspicion that they 
were Bangladeshi migrants, were released after it was confirmed that they were Indian 
citizens from West Bengal. One of the men 
has submitted a complaint against MNS 
workers, alleging harassment, trespassing 
and invasion of privacy. 

No FIR has been registered so far. 
The incident took place on Saturday 
morning when about 50 MNS workers, 
led by party leader Rahul Gawli, barged 
into a building in Balajinagar area of 
Dhankavadi. Accompanied by policemen, 
they entered the homes of three ‘suspected 
Bangladeshis’ and demanded documentary 
evidence that they were Indians. The three men, identified as Dilshad Mansuri, 
Roshan Shaikh and Bappi Sardar, were 
rounded up, questioned in front of other 
residents of the locality and asked to 
fetch documents to prove their identity. 
Although the men reportedly showed 

documents to prove that they hailed from 
Bengal, they were taken to Sahakarnagar 
police station and detained there till 
Saturday evening before being released. 
Dilshad operates a food stall, Bappi is an 
electrician and Roshan earns a living by 
polishing gold and silver jewellery. Roshan 
said he hails from Hooghly district in West Bengal and shifted to Pune in 1998. In his 
complaint at Sahakarnagar police station, 
he said, “At the police station, police took 
details about my mother who stays in 
Hooghly and called her. 

Thiruvananthapuram, Agency. 

Central and state security agencies have begun a probe 
into recovery of live bullets  suspected to have been made in Pakistan and China. The bullets were found at a roadside by local people under Kulathupuzha police limits in Kollam district on Saturday. DGP Loknath Behera told reporters 
on Sunday that the probe was handed over to anti-terror 
squad of state police. “We 
have got some leads in 
the preliminary probe. 
Central agencies have 
been informed about the 
incident as the bullets 
are suspected to be made 
in foreign countries. 
Besides, we have sought 
the assistance of police in 
other states. I have spoken to DGPs in other states,’’ 
he said. Intelligence sources said that of the 14 bullets, two 
were made in China in 1972. The rest, which have imprint of POF  or Pakistan Ordinance Factory on them, were of 1972, 1975 and 1982 make. “All rounds are of 7.62 mm, which can be used in long-range firearms. Initial probe has revealed 
that the bullets were dropped, deliberately or by mistake, 
within last 15 days at the spot,’’ a source said. Intelligence officials are looking at possibilities. “They might have been used by Pakistani terrorists who may have infiltrated or Sri Lankan militants as Kulathupuzha, where the bullets were found, has settlements of Lankan refugees. As Pakistani 
terrorists normally use Chinese weapons, we are mainly 
looking at the Lankan angle,’’ a source said. The sources said 
that the NIA too has begun its probe into the incident.

New Delhi, Pune, Agency. 

Is there stagnation in demand for pulses, milk 
and other protein-rich foods in India? The National Statistical Office (NSO) withheld its 
household consumption expenditure survey report for 2017-18 but alternative data sources 
do suggest a slowdown at least in respect 
of the ubiquitous dal and doodh. At a global Pulses Conclave held earlier this month in Pune, the overwhelming concern expressed 
by participants was: Why are we not eating 
enough pulses? One of the presentations at the 
event was a detailed analysis of the estimated 
consumption of individual pulses chana (chickpea), yellow peas, masur (red lentil), arhar (pigeon-pea), moong (green gram) and urad (black gram) based on year-wise opening 
stocks plus domestic production and imports, 
and deducting exports, diversion towards seed 
and feed, and closing stocks. 

The aggregate picture that emerged was simple: Pulses consumption in India is showing signs of flattening. Between 2013-14 and 2017-18, it rose from 18.6 million tonnes (mt) to 22.5 mt, but fell to 22.1 mt in 2018-19 
and is projected to further decline to 20.7 mt 
this year. Some of that may be attributable to 
prices. Thus, 2015-16 and 2016-17 recorded 
a consumption drop alongside double-digit dal inflation. The peak consumption in 2017-18 was when prices actually dipped 20.8 per cent 
year-on-year. The link between consumption and inflation, however, breaks down from 2018-19 (see table). Saurabh Bhartia of the Indian Pulses and Grains Association (IPGA) 
the apex organisation of dal millers, traders, 
exporters and importers that drew up the 
estimates is convinced that the apparent 
demand slowdown is real. “We need a National 
Egg Coordination Committee-like body for 
pulses to push consumption. The campaign they launched in the 1980s helped in positioning egg 
as a wholesome nutrition food. The time has 
come for a similar sustained drive promoting 
pulses as an excellent source of protein, micronutrients and fibre that is also low-fat and cholesterol-free,” he says. Nitin Kalantri, a 
leading dal trader and processor from Latur in 
Maharashtra, traces the low growth in pulses 
consumption to 2015-16, when retail prices of 
arhar dal breached the Rs 200/kg level. “From 
then, somehow a perception gained ground 
that pulses are expensive. Around the same 
time, vegetables also turned relatively cheap 
and consumers started having more of them in place of dal. 2017-18 was a one-off year when 
consumption rose on the back of a price crash, 
but the memories of Rs 200/kg haven’t gone 
from people’s minds,” he points out. Agreeing with Bhartia, Kalantri says: “Egg has benefitted 
from branding, which is lacking in pulses. 
Moreover, you can eat it by simply boiling, 
unlike dal that requires seasoning and making chhonk (tempering)”. But it isn’t pulses alone. 
Data from successive annual reports of the 
National Dairy Development Board shows that 
total liquid milk marketing by cooperatives they 

account for the bulk of sales in this segment has gone up from 201.03 lakh litres per day (LLPD) in 2008-09 to 294.44 LLPD in 2013-14. In 2018-19, this figure reached just 354.53 LLPD. 
In other words, a compound annual growth rate (CAGR), amounting to 7.9 per cent during 2008-09 to 2013-14, has plunged to 3.8 per cent in the last five years. What makes this trend 
particularly striking even the absolute increase in milk sales from 2013-14 to 2018-19 (60.09 LLPD) was hardly two-thirds of the earlier five years (93.41 LLPD) is that it has occurred despite lower inflation. Between 2008-09 and 2013-14, prices of full-cream milk (containing 6 per cent fat and 9 per cent solids-not-fat) in 
Delhi rose from about Rs 24 to Rs 46 per litre. In the subsequent five years till March 2019, 
the jump was only to Rs 52 per litre. Equally 
interesting is that the deceleration in milk sales 
has taken place when India’s production went up from 137.7 mt in 2013-14 to 187.7 mt in 2018-19, according to Department of Animal Husbandry & Dairying (DAHD) statistics. 
That translated into a CAGR of 6.4 per cent, as against 4.2 per cent for the five years from 2008-09, when the estimated output 
was 112.2 mt. Veteran agriculture economist 
Ashok Gulati feels the stagnant consumption 
trend in both milk and pulses is largely due 
to incomes, which aren’t rising as before. This 
is especially for the poorer sections, whose 
spending on protein-rich “superior” foods 
tends to increase even more with higher 
incomes. The best indicator here is rural 
wages. The average annual growth of wages in rural India during 2014-15 to 2018-19 was 
only 5.3 per cent in nominal terms and 0.6 per cent after adjusting for consumer inflation of 4.7 per cent. In the preceding five-year period, 
nominal rural wage growth averaged 17.6 per cent and 6.8 per cent annually in real terms.  
better idea of what’s happening to demand 
can, perhaps, be obtained only from the NSO’s 
next household consumption expenditure 
survey from July 2020 to June 2021. The last 
published report for 2011-12 had revealed 
daily per capita consumption of milk and dairy 
products to have risen since 2004-05 more sharply in rural (from 128.87 ml to 144.43 ml) than in urban India (170.23 ml to 180.73 ml). Significantly, these survey-based consumption figures were way below the DAHD’s per capita 
daily milk availability estimate of 290 gram (282 ml) for 2011-12, which went up to 394 gram (383 ml) in 2018-19.

New Delhi Correspondent. 

Delhi NCR is already struggling hard to provide adequate drinking water fit for human 
consumption. The BIS, last year, ranked several cities on official water supply quality. Delhi was last. Out of the 28 test parameters, Delhi failed 19, Chennai 9, and Kolkata 10. The Composite Water Management Index (CWMI) 
of NITI Aayog says that 70% of water supply 
is contaminated. Laboratory reports from 
East, West, North-East Delhi and Gurugram rated the supplies unfit for drinking primarily 
because of bacterial contamination. It is disheartening that more than 680 million 
people in India do not have access to safe 
water, resulting in 2 lakh deaths every year. 

The World Bank reports that 21 per cent of 
communicable diseases in India are owing to 
unsafe drinking water. In the light of the above 
data released by Government authorities, having a water purifier at home is a necessity. 
We all know safe and pure drinking water 
at home is essential for your well-being. 

Water which is an essential element to life 
also happens to be a good solvent. It has the 
capability to dissolve substances that comes in 
contact with it. And these could be chemicals, 
pollutants etc. which can be life threatening 
if consumed. Moreover, water itself contains 
abundance of organisms like bacteria and 
viruses and if swallowed, can lead to water 
borne diseases. Despite the fact that the tap 

water that you receive in your home is purified at source, it could still 
get contaminated while it is being 
transported to your house through 
pipelines, tankers etc. “Most of the 
households receive water supplied 
by the municipal corporation. The 
source of the supply is unknown. At 
times, most of the households receive 
hard water which is not healthy for 
consumption in any form.  We as 
conscious and alarmed citizens are 
aware that contaminated and impure 
drinking water can lead to illness 

such as typhoid, diarrhea, jaundice etc. Also 
groundwater contains harmful chemicals like fluoride and arsenic which cannot be purified 
simply by boiling the water. Microbial and 
organic contaminants cannot always be 
perceived by human senses. And traditional 
methods like boiling water or distilled water 
are just not enough to get rid of contaminants like arsenic, nitrate and fluoride.”

Ban on ro Purifiers May lead to Multifold 
Increase in Water Contamination Cases

Ahmedabad, Agency. 

HUNDREDS OF billboards hailing “strong 
leaders”, “two dynamic personalities”, “great 
democracies”; decorations depicting events 
in the life of Mahatma Gandhi; traditional artistes from across the country; 28 stages 
representing different states along a journey 
labelled India Road Show; a security 
contingent including 15 bomb detection 
squads; and, the Namaste Trump event. The 
government is pulling no stops in rolling 
out the red carpet for Donald Trump who 
lands in Ahmedabad at 11.40 am Monday for what officials have described as “the first standalone visit by a US President to India”. 
Setting the stage for the two-day visit, which 
will cover the Taj Mahal in Agra and bilateral talks in Delhi, Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
tweeted Sunday that “India looks forward to welcoming” the US President. “It is an honour 
that he will be with us tomorrow, starting 
with the historic programme in Ahmedabad!” 
he tweeted. Trump, meanwhile, retweeted a 
meme on him based on a sequence from the 
blockbuster movie Bahubali, and wrote: “Look 
so forward to being with my great friends in 
INDIA!” Later, speaking to reporters outside 
the White House before his departure, Trump 
said: “I look forward to being with the people 
of India. We are going to have many millions 
and millions of people. It’s a long trip. I get along very well with Prime Minister Modi. He 
is a friend of mine.” He said: “I had committed 
to this trip long time ago. 

I look forward to it. I hear it’s going to be a 
big event, the biggest event they ever had in India. That’s what the Prime Minister told me. 
It’s the biggest event they ever had. It’s going 
to be very exciting. I am going to be there for 
one night.” In Ahmedabad, the billboards, 
artistes and stages, apart from thousands of 
local residents, will greet Trump on the route 
from the airport to Sabarmati Ashram, where 
he is expected to spend about 10 minutes to mark the first visit by a US President. 
He will then head to the newly rebuilt 1.1-
lakh capacity Motera cricket stadium for 
the Namaste Trump event. Trump will leave 
Ahmedabad for Agra at 3.30 pm and watch 
the sunset at Taj Mahal from around 5.15 pm US officials believe Modi will accompany him but there was no confirmation from the 
Indian side. The US delegation will then head 
to Delhi for bilateral engagements Tuesday. While a trade deal could not be finalised in 
time, a centre for counter-terrorism is likely 
to be announced along with the signing of an 
MoU on Homeland security that will focus on 
aviation and immigration security. An energy 
dialogue to diversify India’s requirement is 
also expected to be a key part of the talks. 
The high-powered White House delegation 

includes three of Trump’s family members, and it will be the first time that the First Lady 
and daughter Ivanka are travelling together on an official visit. It was in June 2017 that 
Modi invited Trump to visit India during their first meeting at the White House. “He had promised to visit India in his first term, and this now stands fulfilled,” Foreign Secretary 
Harsh Vardhan Shringla said. Shringla was 
seen overseeing last-minute preparations 
in Ahmedabad Sunday, with Home Minister 
Amit Shah arriving in the city to monitor the arrangements. This will be the US President’s fifth meeting with the Prime Minister in eight 
months after Osaka, Biarritz, Houston and New York  and officials said it reflects the “renewed 
intensity” of high-level bilateral engagement 
since the NDA government returned to power. 
Between 1947 and 2000, only three US Presidents visited India Dwight D Eisenhower (1959), Richard Nixon (1969) and Jimmy 

Carter (1978). Since then, there have been four such visits  Bill Clinton (2000), George W Bush (2006) and Barack Obama (2010 and 2015). 
“The relationship with the US has evolved to 
one of our most consequential relationships 
today. It is a strategic partnership based on 
shared values and geared towards the 21st 
century. Whether in countering terrorism or 
in ensuring a peaceful and prosperous Indo-Pacific, India and the US have unprecedented 
convergence of interests,” Shringla said. 
Ahmedabad police commissioner Ashish Bhatia said 33 DCPs, 75 ACPs, 300 inspectors, 
1,000 sub-inspectors, 12,000 jawans, 2,000 
women personnel, 15 companies of the State Reserve Police (SRP) and three companies of the Rapid Action Force (RAF) will cover the 
visit in the city. Bhatia said various security 
agencies, apart from the IAF, are coordinating 
to prevent any “untoward incident”. He 
said that apart from the Bomb Detection & Disposal Squad (BDDS) teams, seven Quick Response Teams (QRTs) have been deployed. Police have also banned the use of drones in 
the city Monday, and sought help from the 
DRDO to help enforce the directive. There 
were some last-minute glitches, though. On 
Sunday morning, a makeshift gate erected to 
welcome visitors to the Motera stadium was 
brought down by strong winds. No one was injured in the incident, officials said. Ahead 
of the visit, Trump had said that he expected 
5-7 million, or even 10 million, Indians to welcome him. When a senior Indian official 
was asked about the number Ahmedabad’s population is 7-8 million he referred instead to the national figure and said: “More than one 
billion people are eager to welcome him.”

Trump India visit: An honour, says Modi; Amit 
Shah in Ahmedabad to monitor preparations

Kerala police, NIA probe into 
recovery of ‘Pak-made’ bullets

He said that apart from the 
Bomb Detection & Disposal 
Squad (BDDS) teams, seven 

Quick Response Teams (QRTs) 
have been deployed. Police 
have also banned the use of 

drones in the city Monday, and 
sought help from the DRDO to 

help enforce the directive. 

Three picked up on suspicion of being 
Bangladeshis turn out to be Indians
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June 13, 1997: When Uphaar cinema 
fire claimed 59 lives and injured 100

Vijay Kumar, New Delhi 

For 23 years, families of the victims have fought a legal battle to find justice 
and closure. On February 20, the battle 
came to an end when the Supreme 
Court rejected the curative petition of 
the Association of the Victims of Uphaar Tragedy (AVUT). The plea had sought 
reconsideration of the 2017 verdict, 
which had given relief to Sushil Ansal 
considering his “advanced age-related 
complications” by awarding him jail 
term he had already served.
A three-judge bench comprising Chief 
Justice S A Bobde, Justice Arun Mishra 
and Justice N V Ramana rejected the 
curative petition saying “no case is made out”. The Indian Express spoke to five 
families who lost their loved ones about 
the 23-year-old battle, the emotional 
toll, and trying to move on. Unnati (17) and Ujjwal (13) Krishnamoorthy 
Every time Unnati and Ujjwal had a 
sibling squabble, their mother Neelam 
would put them in two different rooms 
as punishment. “It was the harshest 
punishment for them, they couldn’t 
handle the separation; so 15 minutes 

later, they would make up,” said Neelam, 
looking up at the ceiling to ensure tears 
don’t roll down her eyes. On June 13, 
1997, the inseparable siblings died at 
Uphaar, leaving their parents Neelam 
and Shekhar shattered. “We were in our 
late 30s and people said ‘why don’t you 
try having another child’… But my kids 
are not toys that I can replace them. 
We promised our children that we will 
spend our lives getting justice,” said 
Shekhar, seated in their Noida home, 
where the two moved last December. 
In 1997 began the couple’s journey of fighting for justice for the 59 who died  
from memorising various laws and Acts 
pertaining to the case to forming AVUT. 

“We didn’t even know the difference 
between a civil and criminal case; the first few months, we didn’t even know 
what was happening in the courts… All 
we heard was the word ‘adjournment’,” 
said Shekhar. The two started by flipping through obituary columns 
across newspapers to get in touch with 
families of other victims in order to fight this together. From then to now, 
Neelam has kept the families together, the fight moving, and has memorised 
each date and Act. At their new house, 
there’s a room full of paperwork about 
the case, while the adjacent room is a 
keeper of their memories as they have 
re-created their children’s room. 

New Delhi Correspondent. 

The AIIMS administration has demanded an explanation 
from the president of the Resident Doctors’ Association (RDA) for a tweet that it said was “political in nature”. 
On February 12, the RDA shared a tweet posted by its 

president Adarsh Pratap Singh, which congratulated residents on AAP’s victory in the Delhi Assembly polls. 
“Congrats to the people of Delhi for showing the whole 
country how democratic power can prevail over fascist 
forces & how people of a nation can decide on the kind of 
leadership they deserve! Congrats to @arvindkejriwal & @AamAadmiParty for such a great victory! #DelhiElections (sic),” the tweet read. He deleted the tweet on the same day, 
after objections were allegedly raised by some association 
members. The AIIMS registrar issued a memorandum on 
February 21 and asked Singh to give an explanation within 48 hours. Singh could not be reached for a comment.

Delhi: AIIMS notice to RDA 
head for ‘political’ tweet

New Delhi Correspondent. BJP leader Kapil Mishra, who Sunday gave a three-day ultimatum to the Delhi Police to get the Jaffrabad 
and Chand Bagh roads cleared of anti-CAA protesters, 
said that had he not made such a statement, “people 
would have turned violent”. “Three days ultimatum to Delhi Police, Jaffrabad and Chand Bagh road(s) must 
be cleared, else don’t make us understand, we would 
not even listen to you, just three days,” he tweeted. In a 
video tweeted by him, where he can be seen addressing a pro-CAA gathering near the Maujpur traffic signal and standing next to DCP (North East) Ved Prakash Surya, Mishra said, “They (protesters) want to create 
trouble in Delhi. That’s why they have closed the roads. 
That’s why they have created a riot-like situation here. We have not pelted stones. The DCP is standing in 
front of us and on your behalf, I want to tell him that till the US President (Donald Trump) is in India, we 
are leaving the area peacefully. After that, we won’t listen to you (police) if the roads are not vacated by 
then… we will have to take to the streets.” Clashes and 
stone-pelting erupted in the area between pro- and 
anti-CAA protesters after Mishra and his supporters left. Joint CP (East) Alok Kumar and DCP Ved Prakash 
Surya did not respond to calls and messages seeking a 
comment on Mishra’s statements. Mishra later told The 
Indian Express that he used such language to “release 
pressure”, else the crowd would have not dispersed 

from the site. “People were very angry because these 
two roads are the lifelines of this area; if they are closed, 
they will cut off the main areas of Delhi from North East 
Delhi, affecting 35 lakh people. Had I not made such 
statements, people would have turned violent,” he said. On why he called the gathering, he said, “People are 
anyway very angry, they would have come to the site 
even if I had not called them.” Mishra, however, said that 
if roads are not opened. he will “have no other option 
but to stage a protest at the same place”. He denied that 
his supporters had pelted stones.

Clear roads in 3 days or we will take to 
streets, says BJP leader Kapil Mishra

Chanchal Singh, New DelhiSoon after a rally was taken out by BJP leader Kapil Mishra near a demonstration against the Citizenship (Amendment) Act in northeast Delhi’s 
Jaffrabad on Sunday, clashes erupted between 
pro- and anti-CAA protesters in the area. Security officials at the spot admitted the violence, including 
stone-pelting, threatened to take a communal turn, 
but was controlled. Mishra, a former MLA who had 
been in the news during the recent Assembly polls 
campaign for provocative slogans, earlier in the 
day called people, via Twitter, to gather to protest 
against an anti-CAA demonstration that had moved 
to a road near the Jaffrabad Metro Station on 
Saturday night from a nearby sit-in. 

In a video released by him after the violence, 
Mishra can be heard threatening the anti-CAA 
protesters. He told The Indian Express he had to 
make the statements to “release pressure” building among the crowd. The BJP leader gathered along 
with supporters next to the Maujpur-Babarpur 
Metro Station, 2 km from the Jaffrabad anti-CAA 
protest, in the afternoon. As the crowd swelled to 
more than 200, he could be heard raising slogans 

of “Bharat Mata Ki Jai” and “Jai Shri Ram”. People 
responded with slogans of “Desh ke gaddaron 
ko, goli maaro saalon ko”. According to locals, the 
former MLA left between 4-4.30 pm, an hour and a 
half after he had arrived. The violence began almost 
immediately after, with a group of people seen 
running from the Jaffrabad side towards Babarpur. 
As stone-pelting erupted from both sides, more 
locals gathered and violence spread towards the 
interiors of Babarpur. Teargas shells were used 
by police to disperse the crowd, whose numbers 

rose to more than 500. Mishra later tweeted, “We 
have given a three-day ultimatum to the Delhi Police to get the road cleared. Get the Jafrabad and Chandbagh (where another sit-in protest is underway) road cleared”. He also put out a video of 
his speech at the pro-CAA gathering, where he said, “They (the protesters) want to create trouble in 
Delhi. That’s why they have closed the roads. That’s 
why they have created a riot-like situation here. We 
have not pelted any stones. Till the US President is in India, we are leaving 
the area peacefully. After that we won’t listen to you (police) if the roads are not vacated.” DCP (North East) Ved Prakash Surya is standing next to him as he makes the speech. People broke portions 
of boundary walls to use stones for pelting. A 
supporter of the anti-CAA protest was dragged 
and beaten up close to a barricade before he was 
rescued by police. Security personnel were seen 
pelting stones along with CAA supporters at the other side. Police refused to respond to questions 
regarding this. While around 5.40 pm, the stone-
pelting halted, it again began 10 minutes later, 
underneath the Maujpur-Babarpur Metro Station 
and lasted another half-an-hour. 

Clashes erupt in Delhi after BJP leader 
Kapil Mishra’s rally near anti-CAA protest

Shaheen Bagh: Hearing today, ex-CIC 
says shifting will put protesters at risk

Mukesh Kumar Thakur, New Delhi. 

Any attempt to “forcibly shift” those 
protesting against the Citizenship (Amendment) Act from the road they 
are sitting on in Shaheen Bagh, Delhi, 
“would compromise their safety”, former 
Chief Information Commissioner Wajahat 
Habibullah said Sunday, adding that police 
barricading of unconnected roads was behind the traffic chaos in the area. In an affidavit to the Supreme Court, which will 
hold a hearing in the matter on Monday, 
Habibullah said he visited the site on 
February 19 and personally inspected the 
barricades placed by police. 

He said he noticed that “there are 
numerous… roads that have no connection 
with the protest that have been barricaded by the Police unnecessarily, abdicating 
their responsibilities and duties and 
wrongly laying the blame on the protest”. 
“It is this barricading of unconnected 
roads that has led to a chaotic situation.” 
Habibullah contended, “Any attempt to forcibly shift them (the protesters) from 
the present site would compromise their 
safety, especially in view of the abuses 
and threats that are regularly being meted 

out and hate speeches that have taken 
place in different parts of the country (against) those protesting against the CAA, NPR (National Population Register) and NRC (National Register of Citizens).” The Supreme Court is hearing PILs against the 
Shaheen Bagh protest and the blockade of roads, saying this was causing difficulties 
for people in nearby areas. Expressing 
concern over the blockade, the court had 
deputed Senior Advocate Sanjay Hegde 
and Advocate Sadhana Ramachandran to hold talks  with them to find a solution. 

The court had allowed them to seek the 
assistance of Habibullah who, along with 
Bhim Army chief Chandrasekhar Azad, 
had sought to intervene in the matter. 
The former bureaucrat said that at over a 
thousand points in Delhi, access to roads 
has been blocked by “residents of different 
colonies, or for convenience of the powerful 
and the privileged”, and wondered why 
no action is taken by police in such cases. 
He said that during his visit to Shaheen 
Bagh, he noticed that an ambulance and 
a school van were given free passage by 

the protesters. He was informed by the 
protesters that they let through all such 
vehicles that clear barricades after being 
found genuine by police. Habibullah said 
that the women protesters had asked 
him to convey to the court that they are 
“expressing peaceful dissent against the CAA, NPR, NRC as the legislation and 
the intention behind the legislation, 
which has been voiced by many of those 
in power, have struck deep fear in the 
hearts of many poor and underprivileged 
citizens of India”. They were protesting 
“out of desperation” as they see the CAA, NPR and NRC as “sounding a death 
knell for their survival and survival of 
their future generations”, the former CIC 
said. They also felt disheartened that 
despite it being a “burning issue”, the 
Centre had not engaged in any dialogue 
with them to address their concerns, he 
said. Tavleen Singh writes: Dissent is not 
sedition, it is truly the ‘safety valve’ of 
democratic countries Habibullah added 
that the protesters had “pointed out that 
none of the residents of Shaheen Bagh or 
the shopkeepers who are located in the 
vicinity have raised objections… as they 
emphathise with the protest”.

New Delhi Correspondent. 

Women and men who were taking out 
an anti-CAA march in South Delhi’s Hauz 
Rani Sunday evening alleged that police 
resorted to lathicharge during their 
“peaceful protest” a charge denied by top officers. They have been protesting 
against CAA at Hauz Rani’s Gandhi Park for over a month. According to 
those at the site, after Bhim Army chief 
Chandrashekhar Azad’s call for a Bharat 
bandh on Sunday, they decided to hold a small march on Press Enclave Road. 

While Azad’s call for a bandh was 
against SC’s order on reservation 
in promotions, anti-CAA protesters 
gathered at several places in response 
to it. “We marched on the main road 
peacefully and were returning to Gandhi Park when some women slowed down 
as they were tired. I was among them. 
Suddenly, police started to push us… I fell, 
along with several others. The men were 
beaten with batons. A young protester took me to the hospital,” alleged Kusum, 
who goes by one name, and has been at 

the protest for a month. The injured were 
taken to Madan Mohan Malviya Hospital 
in Malviya Nagar on scooters via bylanes 
as the roads were barricaded. “Over 30 
patients have been brought to the hospital 
with mild injuries such as abrasions and 
lacerations. No one is critically injured,” 
said Dr Ramesh Chugh, the hospital’s medical superintendent. Officials at 
AIIMS Trauma Centre said 10 people 
were brought in with minor injuries. Police denied the lathicharge and said they used “mild force”. DCP (South) Atul Kumar Thakur said, “Protesters tried to block traffic at multiple locations. Many 
protesters verbally and physically abused 
police personnel and pushed female 
personnel towards the barricades, bit 
them and heckled them.

CAA protests in Delhi: At Hauz Rani, protesters 
claim lathicharge, police say mild force used

New Delhi Correspondent. 

Disquiet is growing within the Congress over the 
leadership’s reluctance to shed its inertia in addressing 
organisational challenges, mainly the election of a 
new party president. Speaking to The Indian Express, Lok Sabha MP Shashi Tharoor said the “perception” 
that the party is “adrift” is hurting it as it is driving 
voters towards other political alternatives, and three-time MP 
Abhishek Singhvi said the time for 
“discussion and words” is over. In Kolkata, senior leader Jairam Ramesh told PTI that a “collective 
submergence of individual egos 
and ambitions” was needed to 
revive the party, and suggested that 
“all senior Congress leaders, after 
a certain age, should be mentoring 
juniors rather than tormenting 
them”. Tharoor said it is high time the party find a new president to “fill the vacuum” created in the 
wake of Rahul Gandhi’s resignation 
after the Lok Sabha elections last 
year. He said the party should 
decide what it stands for and 
communicate it effectively and 
repeatedly. “We must articulate a 
vision for the future that embraces 
the aspirations of India’s majority the young,” he said. 
“The Congress is indispensable for India, to give the 
country an alternative unifying vision to the divisive policies of the BJP government. But to get there, we have 
to deal with a certain perception in the eyes of the public 
that we are adrift, which is hurting us since such an 
image will naturally drive voters towards other political 
alternatives, as the results from the Delhi elections reflect,” Tharoor said. Singhvi listed out a series of 
steps for the party to take. “At the national level…Rahul 
Gandhi should take charge. But if he is insistent not to 
do so, it is but natural that we have to have a consensual 
leader or, at worst, a group of three consensual leaders who can provide immediate leadership in these difficult 
times. The time for discussion and words are over. And 
the time for action started yesterday.” 

Speaking in his personal capacity, Singhvi, one of 
the party’s most senior national spokespersons, said 
that “eventually and ultimately, this national level arrangement has to be sanctified by proper elections to 
the top posts in the party which may nevertheless take a 
few months”. Tavleen Singh writes: Congress must start 
looking for a new leader who will stand up for values that 
the party professes Tharoor said the delay “to a certain extent” in finding a new president is “understandable, 
given the special place that Rahul enjoys in the hearts 
of the Congress workers”. “But at the end of the day, a 
revived Congress is indispensable for India. We are the 
only national party that can challenge the ideology and the policies of the BJP government. But in order for us to effectively fulfil this responsibility, we do need to find ourselves a new president to fill the vacuum created in 
the wake of Rahul Gandhi’s resignation and, we need 
to do so without any further delay. I wish he hadn’t 
resigned, and was one of those who tried to talk him out 

of it. But if he persists in his determination, we need to find an active and full-time leadership so the Party can 
move forward as the nation expects,” he said. Singhvi 
said the party should conduct a “rigorous, in depth, 
merciless and hundred percent merit-oriented search 
exercise to select two leaders per state” who “must have 
the non-negotiable quality of being dynamic, articulate 
including in Hindi and the regional language, and with 

tested and unflinching loyalty” and back them to the 
hilt. “We should announce these two leaders per state and institutionally back them unflinchingly for the 
next four and a half years in the run up to the elections. 
Having honestly done our due diligence, we should be 
unwavering in our support to these two leaders for the 
full term irrespective of internal sabotage, backbiting 
or motivated complaints. This will yield a rich crop and 
a prosperous hinterland of 60 odd leaders who can 
revitalise and reinvent the Congress in each state. But 
this exercise has to be absolutely merit- oriented on stated three or five criteria and not be swayed by any 
other consideration,” he said. Singhvi said the Congress should also categorise states into “ekla chalo” (go alone) 
states where the “Congress must relentlessly pursue the lonely furrow, undeflected by inner pressures or 
short-term exigencies…that must happen in states 
where ‘ekla chalo’ alone can build up the party from 
bottom up.” “In a state where our revitalisation might 
take even longer, we may have to take the tough call, 
at least for the medium term, to identify a regional 
party which can become the pole around which other 
parties, including the Congress, must rally, to ensure that division of votes does not benefit the BJP. In some 
of those states, the leader may be the Congress in which 
case it has to consensually manage the other parties to rally around itself so as to prevent benefit to the BJP,” 
he said. Also read | Delhi polls: Congress wipeout Zero 
seats, under 5% vote share, clueless in ideas battle n Kolkata, asked about the future course of action of the country’s grand old party, Ramesh told PTI: “All of us 
have individual ambitions. But right now there should 
be only one ambition  the party’s revival, retention of 
support base and return to power.”

Tharoor, Singhvi join the chorus : Congress 
seen to be adrift, time for action now
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Terms of transaction
Arun K Singh

The stage is now set for the 36-hour 
Donald Trump show. He will arrive today 
in Ahmedabad, and will be received, 
in a gesture usual towards visiting US 
presidents, by the prime minister himself at 
the airport. They will drive together to the 
newly constructed Motera stadium, with 
a record capacity of more than one lakh. 
He has cited this approvingly in several 
of his recent speeches in US, pointing out 
that this is double of what he draws in the 
US. He says he has been promised huge 
crowds along the route. These are the only 
two aspects he has repeatedly mentioned 
while talking publicly about the India visit. After a three-hour stay, he will fly to Agra, 
for the iconic moment with his wife in 
front of the Taj Mahal, and reach Delhi later 
the same evening. In Delhi, the programme 
is a standard one, with the ceremonial 
welcome in the forecourt of Rashtrapati 
Bhavan, homage at Rajghat, talks with the PM and subsequent press comments 
at Hyderabad House, a business meeting 
arranged by the US embassy, a banquet hosted by the US President, and then flying 
out immediately thereafter. 

He will not be addressing a joint session of Indian parliament, reflecting, 
no doubt, the opposition he inevitably 
generates in political groups everywhere. 
Neither side has so far publicly touted any 
major substantive outcomes of the visit. 
To create some positive atmospherics, 
the Indian Cabinet Committee on Security just gave final approval to $3 billion 
worth of pending contracts to purchase 
military helicopters from US companies 
Lockheed Martin and Boeing. The US 
Administration, on its part, informed 
Congress of its willingness to authorise sale of another $1.8 billion worth missile 
defence system, indicative of its growing 
willingness to allow higher technology 
defence equipment to India. The Trump 
Administration has gone farther than its 
predecessors in the technology levels it is 
willing to offer, including Guardian drones 
in 2017, and placing India at STA-1 level, 
similar to its closest allies and partners. 
The spokesperson of the Ministry of 
External Affairs indicated on February 20 that five MoUs can be expected, inter 
alia, on intellectual property, trade 
facilitation and homeland security. There 
will also be the regulation joint statement. 
This time it will be parsed in more than 
usual detail for indications of future 
direction and intent for the partnership, 
when the US has been talking of “Make 
America Great Again”, advocating for 
sovereignty and nationalism rather than 
the post 1990 globalisation, decrying 
alliance commitments, readying to sign 
an agreement with the Taliban by month-
end leading to a drawdown of US troop 
presence, yet articulating repeatedly 
about India being a lynch pin of its “Free and Open Indo-Pacific Strategy”. The two countries have not been able to finalise 
even a “limited trade package”, which 
has been under discussion for two years. 
Obviously, there is a gap between what 
India can accommodate, and what the US 
negotiators want for their own political 

reasons. The Trump administration has 
taken several steps that have negatively 
impacted on India. It has imposed 
additional tariffs on steel and aluminum 
imports from India, ostensibly on national security grounds. This flies in the face 
of citing strategic partnership and convergence in Indo-Pacific strategy. It has withdrawn hitherto available GSP benefits 
from certain categories of labour intensive 
Indian products. It has taken India out of 
its list of “developing” countries, lowering 
the threshold for countervailing trade 
action. These go against the grain of 
the US articulation that it sees the rise of India to be in US benefit. It also does 
not make sense when India is an overall trade deficit country, even though it has a $20 billion surplus with the US which pales compared to China’s $350 billion 
surplus. On trade, however, Trump has 
taken unprecedented action against the 
closest US allies. He has also repeatedly 
publicly ridiculed Indian tariffs, claiming 
recently that India has not treated the US 
fairly.Given the contradictory impulses, 
it would be fair to ask what the future 
holds for the India-US relationship, and 
where would the Trump visit and its 
aftermath take us. Can India consider the 
US a reliable and “all weather” partner, or 
be constantly juggling convergences and 
divergences? Is it better for India when 
a Democrat or a Republican is president? 
Historically, four factors have affected the 
India-US relationship at any point of time: 
US global posture and priorities; strength 
of bilateral relations; role assigned to Pakistan in its global objectives; strategy 
towards China. During the Second 
World War, Democrat Roosevelt pushed 
Britain to grant independence to India, facilitated a separate official Indian 
representation in Washington through 
an Agent General since 1941, but did not 
go far enough fearing disruption of the 
necessary war time alliance. In the post 
war period, Democrat Truman spoke of 
partnering with developing countries for their industrial and scientific progress, welcomed Indian PM Nehru for an 
acclaimed visit in 1949, but initiated the 
Cold War containment strategy against 
the Soviet Union, and the assessment of 
newly independent countries from that 
lens. Republican Eisenhower embraced and armed Pakistan in its CENTO and 
SEATO military alliances, but emphasised 

food and economic assistance to India 
seeing it as a democratic bulwark 
against a Communist China, and made a successful first-ever visit of a serving US President to India, welcomed also by a 5 lakh crowd in Connaught Place.  Democrat Kennedy was extremely supportive of 
democratic India’s economic assistance 
requirements, and for military assistance during the 1962 China conflict. Republican 
Nixon visited India for a day in 1959, was 
upset with Indian criticism of his Vietnam 
military offensives, sided completely with Pakistan during the Bangladesh crisis of 1971, sent the US seventh fleet into 
the Bay of Bengal to pressurise India, 
and sought to reorder the global balance 
by outreach to China through a secret Kissinger visit that year. Democrat Carter, 
wedded to human rights issues, acclaimed 
India’s post Emergency elections, but was 
critical on non- proliferation differences. 
Republican Reagan explored economic 
and science cooperation with India, but was absorbed with Pakistan’s support 
in pushing the Soviet Union out of 
Afghanistan. Democrat Clinton stabilised 
the relationship after the dissonance and sanctions following our 1998 nuclear 
tests, and gave full support to India’s position during the 1999 Kargil conflict with Pakistan. Republican George W Bush 
transformed the relationship with the 
civil nuclear cooperation agreement of 2008, perceiving again the technological, 
military and political challenge to the US 
from a rising China. Democrat Obama 
came out in support of India’s permanent 
membership of the UN Security Council, 
and declared India a Major Defence Partner, enabling higher level technology 
authorisations. It is clear, therefore, that 
India’s interests have been impacted a 
bit by party orientation on issues, but 
more by the overall global circumstance. 
Trump, who is around for at least one or possibly five more years, wants to 
focus on reviving US manufacturing and 
technological edge, reduce its sapping 
overseas military involvements, and 
has come out stridently against what 
his administration describes as Chinese 
unfair trade, forced technology transfer 
practices and theft of intellectual property. 
Under Trump, therefore, we will have to 
deal with a transactional administration, 
supportive of strengthening India as part of its Indo-Pacific strategy, but also 
counting the gains for itself.

While addressing RSS workers and their families 
recently, chief Mohan Bhagwat extolled the virtues of 
a Hindu society and cautioned against a life without 
“sanskar”. Commenting on modern living today, 
Bhagwat, a 69-year-old bachelor had a unique take on marital problems. “People fight over trifling issues. The cases of divorce are more in educated and affluent 
families because then people become arrogant,” claimed 
Bhagwat. He went on to explain the great value in 
“matru shakti”, an Indianised concept of women’s 
empowerment, needless to say, coined by men. “Women 
members of the family create the identity of a society,” 
asserted Bhagwat, blissfully oblivious to the possibility 
that these supporting roles so kindly doled out to women 
could be precisely the reasons for relationship chaos. In 
this gloomy world full of tragedy, one must be grateful 
for moments of hilarity that we in India are lucky enough 
to receive regularly, from elected representatives. We must be philosophical and accept that though the AQI 
is a dismal 150 and unlikely to improve, at least we can 
count on an occasional laugh via quotes of priceless 
inanity. I have often wondered at the lack of imagination 
among publishers who are always complaining that 
people don’t read anymore. Somebody should come 
up with a compilation of such gems by India’s political 
class or godmen, and market it as a realtime joke book. 
It’s sure to be a bestseller. Though, Bhagwat’s sweeping 
correlation between wealth, education, arrogance and 
divorce deserves careful scrutiny because it is a common 
enough refrain, hardly restricted just to politicians with 
verbal diarrhea. Indeed, there is a strong link between 
money and divorce. According to a UN report published 
in 2019, divorce rates in India have doubled in the last two decades, and the numbers are significantly more 
among educated and economically independent women. 
Obvious reasons being, there’s no question of leaving 
someone if you can’t afford to. But, with money comes 
the agency to reject situations women have been forced 
to grin and bear in the name of marriage, for generations. 
Bhagwat may think money has caused ‘arrogance’ but 
what it has caused is an explosion in self worth. Earning 
a salary has come with some startling revelations for 
women they don’t have to stick around in unhappy 
marriages. In one scene in the grave and nuanced Oscar-nominated film Marriage Story, the divorce lawyer is 
counselling the tearful protagonist about to leave her 
husband: “What you’re doing is an act of hope. You’re saying I want something better for myself.” Perhaps 
it is time to acknowledge that vows like ‘for better or 
worse’ or ‘till death do us part’, have to be framed in a 
new context. What Bhagwat and a lot of people don’t 
get is that a new generation of Indians don’t believe 
it’s their duty to shelve their dreams and keep up a lie in the (alleged) interests of family and society. Till fairly 
recently, unless you were getting beaten black and blue 
or unless your husband was a hopeless drunk, women 
were expected to stay for the sake of the children. 
 -Vijay Kumar

Kaushik Dasgupta

In his speeches while campaigning for the recent elections to the Delhi Assembly, UP Chief Minister Yogi 
Adityanath made more than one reference to biryani. 

The target of his opprobrium was Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal who Adityanath accused of supplying 
biryani to the people protesting against the Citizenship Amendment Act. The UP CM was issued a showcause 
notice by the Election Commission for his jibe. But 

Adityanath’s jeremiad was aimed at the protesters as 

well. “I recovered money from them by making videos (of protesters allegedly damaging public property). I told them that we won’t serve you biryani like Kejriwal,” he 
is reported to have said. Adityanath was also harking 

to a primal connection between chauvinism and food. The main villain in the UP CM’s narrative is the food 
item itself: Biryani, the rice and meat dish often seen 

as a staple of South Asian Muslim communities. It has 

got bad press from Hindutva nationalists ever since the 

then public prosecutor Ujjwal Nikam talked of the 26/11 terror accused, Ajmal Kasab, “demanding biryani”. It’s 
another matter that Nikam later said this was a “myth” 

“concocted” to stop an “emotional wave which was 

being created in favour of the militant”. Myths are as 

much a part of the world of gastronomy as aromas and flavours. The rules of the table are not just about the rigid 
separation between savoury and sweet courses, they are 

also about identities and power structures. In the not-so-

distant past arguably, even today  what you ate and who 

you dined with denoted kinship and rank. The message 

in the old Romagnol harvesters’ song, “The master gets 

the grain, the peasant gets the straw” can hold for many 

parts of the world. Associations between morality and 

cuisine are a legion. In his magisterial Bangalir Iithas, 

the historian Niharranjan Ray writes that the ancient law 

giver Vrhaspati condemned the upper castes of Bengal “for their love of fish”. The fifth century AD Chinese 
traveler, Fa Hsien, notes in his memoirs “that the people 

who eat onions are scorned”. His countryman, Hieun 

Tsang, who visited India two centuries later, echoes his 

predecessor: “If anyone uses onion for food, they are 

expelled beyond the walls of the town.” Hieun Tsang’s 

account, though, is dotted with references that speak of a 

competing human trait compassion. The seventh century 

king Harsha, writes the Chinese traveler, built inns where 

weary travelers were provided free meals. The history 

of food is also about generosity and the bonds humans 

forge between each other. One of the many stories about 

the origins of the dum biryani, for instance, associates 

the delicacy to the anti-famine measures of the Awadh 

Nawab. “Do not refuse anyone at your door, share food 

with everyone including strangers,” advises a verse from 

the Taittirya Upanishad. The Biblical phrase, “Breaking 

bread,” evokes a sentiment that is way older than 

Christianity  or any organised religion.  In Catching Fire, 

How Cooking Made Us Human, anthropologist Richard Wrangham suggests that tending fires forced humans to figure out how to cooperate though this also led to 
the exploitation of cooks, in most cases, women. The 

Taittirya Upanishad has a delightful ode to food: “From 

food, verily creatures are produced/whatsoever creature 

dwells on Earth/By food, in truth, they live/Into it they finally pass/For food is the chief of beings.” 

On the loose: Great Expectations

Hearths of a nation

Abusaleh Shariff

Although over four years away, the 
path to Modi 3.0 seems under way, and Trump 2.0 (if it happens), might result 
in major shifts in the global political 
and business architecture. But Donald 
Trump’s denial of the Generalised System of Preferences (GSPs) to India 
in the past and the insistence on a new Foreign Trade Agreement (FTA) can turn India’s $5-trillion economy 
target into a pipe-dream. Trump’s 
arrival in India is, reportedly, minus a 
business delegation. He will, instead, 
hard-peddle defence supplies, patent 
protected medicines/medical devices 
and cheap agricultural produce. 
Imagine India importing milk, edible 
oil, grains and chicken from the US. Are our PL-480 days back? Overall, 
India accounts for only three per 
cent of US trade. The bilateral trade 
is more consequential to India 16 per 
cent of exports and over 6 per cent of 
its goods are imported from the US. 

Trump has triumphed against all 
odds and has survived a Democratic 
party onslaught, which is a spectacular 
feat indeed. Recall how Trump’s 
presidency campaign was marked 
by racial undertones and support 
in rural America, including from 
white supremacists, as a backlash 
against eight years of the Barack 
Obama presidency. His acquittal in 
the impeachment proceedings by the 
US senate in February has granted him the confidence to destabilise 
the global trading architecture. In 
real political terms, the US is split in the middle: The rural (dominantly Republican) versus the urban (dominantly Democrat) divide. The 
urban demographic across the US is 
characteristically unique due to the 
concentration of pluralistic, multi-
ethnic and multicultural communities 
in cities and workplaces largely the 
result of a positive immigration policy. 

Right now, the race for the White 
House has begun in earnest. The 
outcome of the 2020 US presidential 
election will have an impact around 
the world, especially on the global 
economy. Though there is still some 
time to cover, a second term for 
Trump looks like a possibility. The US 
policies vis-a-vis India, then, during 
2020 and beyond, might depend on 
who Trump appoints as his advisers 
and to his cabinet. Effective from June 
5, 2019, Trump terminated India’s eligibility for GSPs, scuttling forever 
the very basis of India’s preferential 
market accesses. The withdrawal 
of the “least developed country 
tariff” and imminent negotiations 
towards a new FTA would pose huge 
losses to India sooner rather than 
later. It will be disastrous for India 
to anchor its economy on current 
US policies, which lack coherence, 
transparency, continuity and respect 

for international rule of law. The 
reckless immigration and visa policies 
of the US have also hurt the prospects 
of Indians in the technology sector 
the US has increased the cost of visas and tinkered with dependent visa (H-4) holders, who have only received 
partial and temporary relief from the 
courts. Although the number of Indian 
students in American universities has 
increased marginally, they have no 
hope of establishing a stable livelihood 
in the US after having spent large sums 
to meet their education expenses. 
How much does India really stand to 
gain from the US? The structure of 
trade is a helpful pointer: The total bilateral trade stands at about $85 
billion, the balance favouring India. 
Compare this with the US-China two-way trade, which was $660 billion in 2018. The structure of Indian exports 
to the US does not support higher 
growth spurts. Trade in services 

seems to be neutral. The Indian 
export structure, when it comes to 
manufacturing and consumer goods, 
is somewhat rudimentary. It appears 
that the top items for both exports 
and imports between India and the 
US are what can be termed as “re-
exports”: That is, import raw or semi-finished goods and export them back 
after processing. Gems/jewelry and 
processed petroleum are India’s top 
re-exports and the net gain to the 
economy is just the value added or the 
cost of labour. As a regular at US mega-
stores, I have found only one major 
store selling garments made/stitched 
in India. Although we hear and read 
about India-made pharmaceuticals 
that are exported to the US, the 
“made in India” imprint is often 
missing. There are a good number of 
Indian or South Asian grocery stores 
across major cities, but most of them 
sell products made in New York or 
Chicago. Given such a weak trade 
link, why is the Trump visit hyped so 
much? It is not trade, stupid. It is the 
politics of defence purchases.

At the very least, India must push for diversified oil imports 
and higher FDI and FII investments 
linked with technology transfers. 
Despite the government’s efforts to 
enhance foreign investments, new data suggests that FDI flows have slowed down to a trickle at $8 billion 
in the last nine months. This is the 
lowest FDI seen during comparative 
months since 2015. Further, despite 
improving its standing in “ease 
of doing business” indices, India 
has failed to attract international 
investors mostly due to institutional 
failures. Global investors are wary 
of unstable policies in banking, international financial flows, legalities 
of business contracts, land and 
property acquisitions, and, politically 
biased judicial pronouncements.

The US’s real deal

 It also does 
not make sense 

when India is 
an overall trade 
deficit country, 
even though it 

has a $20 billion 
surplus with 
the US which 

pales compared 
to China’s $350 

billion surplus. On 
trade, however, 

Trump has taken 
unprecedented 

action against the 
closest US allies.
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Dubai, Agency.  Supreme Leader 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei said on Sunday 
Iran’s enemies tried to put people off 
voting in Friday’s parliamentary election 
by exaggerating the threat of the new 
coronavirus but that participation had 
been good. Iranian authorities have yet to announce the turnout and the final result 
of the Feb. 21 election for the 290-seat 
parliament  a litmus test of the popularity 
of the establishment. “This negative 
propaganda about the virus began a 
couple of months ago and grew larger 
ahead of the election,” said Khamenei, according to his official website 
Khamenei.ir. “Their media did not miss 
the tiniest opportunity for dissuading 
Iranian voters and resorting to the 
excuse of disease and the virus.” Iran, which confirmed its first case of the new 
coronavirus two days before the polls, 
has announced 28 cases of the virus in 
four different cities, including Tehran. 
With seven deaths, Iran has the highest 
death toll from the new coronavirus 
outside of China, the homeland of the 
outbreak. The United States’ 2018 
withdrawal from Iran’s nuclear deal with 
world powers, and its reimposition of 
sanctions, have hit Iran’s economy hard. 
The country’s clerical rulers, who are 
under intense US pressure, need a high 
turnout to boost their legitimacy, which 
was damaged after nationwide protests 
in November. The demonstrations were 
met with a violent crackdown that 
deepened resentment over economic 
hardship and corruption. Khamenei on 
Friday urged Iranians to vote, saying 
that voting was “a religious duty”. The 
hardline Guardian Council, which must 
approve candidates, removed thousands 
of moderates and leading conservatives 
from the race by barring about 6,850 
hopefuls from in favour of hardliners 
from among 14,000 applicants. Some 
early results announced by the interior 
ministry indicated that hardline loyalists 
close to Khamenei were set to gain a 
majority in the parliament. “Our people’s 
participation in Friday’s election was 
good,” said Khamenei. Turnout was 62% 
in the 2016 parliamentary vote and 
66% of people voted in 2012. The vote will have no major influence on foreign 
affairs or Iran’s nuclear policy, which are 
determined by Khamenei. But it might 
bolster hardliners in the 2021 contest 
for president and toughen Tehran’s 
foreign policy.

Ayatollah Khamenei says 
Iran’s enemies tried to use 
coronavirus to impact vote

European, Agency.  British Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson is prepared to begin 
trade talks with the United States within 
the coming two weeks, the Telegraph 
reported on Sunday. The British 
government’s “red lines” for the trade 
negotiations, due to be published next 
week, are expected to push back against U.S. demands for its pharmaceutical firms 
to have greater access to the UK market, 
said The Telegraph report. The moves on 
trade with the United States will be seen 
as an attempt to put further pressure on 
the European Union, whose leaders have 
questioned whether a trade deal can be 
agreed before the end of year, the report 
added. Johnson is expected to meet U.S. 
President Donald Trump in June.

Boris Johnson set to 
begin trade talks with 
US in two weeks

Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, Agency.  The world’s top 
economic leaders warned on Saturday that an international tax fight between the United States 
and Europe poses a new threat to the global 
economy if a resolution is not reached this year. 
After two years of economic fallout from a trade war between the United States and China, finance ministers and other senior officials at the Group 
of 20 meeting in Riyadh expressed alarm about 
an impasse over plans by foreign governments to 
impose new taxes on U.S. technology companies. 
If a deal proves elusive in the coming months, 
European countries will begin collecting levies, 
which would probably set off retaliatory tariffs 
from the United States. “The trade tensions of 
today would look like they are not so serious 
compared to the consequences of something 
like this,” Angel Gurría, secretary-general of the 
Organization for Economic Cooperation and 
Development, said in an interview on the sidelines 
of the G-20 on Saturday. “There’s the cacophony, 
the trade tensions that would invariably follow, and 
then there’s the impact on growth.”

Digital tax fight emerges 
as global economic threat

Europe confronts Coronavirus as Italy battles an eruption of cases
Italy, Agency. Europe confronted its first major outbreak of 

the coronavirus as an eruption of more than 150 cases in Italy prompted officials Sunday 
to lock down at least 10 towns, close schools 
in major cities and cancel sporting events 
and cultural touchstones, including the 
Venice carnival.The worrisome spike  from fewer than five known cases in Italy before 
Thursday  shattered the sense of safety and 
distance that much of the Continent had 
felt in recent months even as the virus has 
infected more than 78,000 worldwide and 
killed more than 2,400, nearly all in China. 

The perception of a rising threat was amplified on television channels, 
newspaper headlines and social media 
feeds across Europe, where leaders 
could face their greatest challenge since 
the 2015 migration crisis. That surge 
of people into Europe radically altered 
the politics of the European Union and 
exposed its institutional weaknesses. This 
time, it is an invisible virus from abroad 
that has slipped past Europe’s borders 
and presents its bickering coalitions with 
a new potential emergency. If the virus 
spreads, the fundamental principle of open 
borders within much of Europe so central 
to the identity of the bloc  will undergo a 
stress test, as will the vaunted but strained 
European public health systems, especially 
in countries that have undergone austerity 
measures. Already, a new nervousness 

has pervaded Europe. Austrian officials 
stopped a train en route from Italy to 
Austria and Germany to test passengers for 
the virus. The Austrian interior minister, 
Karl Nehammer, said the tests came back 
negative so the train got the “all clear.” In 
France, the new health minister, Olivier 
Veran, stressed the country’s preparedness, saying it would significantly ramp up its 
testing. “There is a problematic situation at 
the door, in Italy, that we are watching with 
great attention,” he said Sunday, adding that 
a Europe-wide discussion between health 
ministers was in the works. On Sunday 
night, an aid ship bringing hundreds of 
migrants, who had been rescued off the 
coast of Libya, to a Sicilian port received 
instructions from the Italian government 
to remain in quarantine for 14 days as a 
precaution, according to the ship’s Twitter 
account. Fears of foreigners spreading the 
virus across oceans has already prompted 
some governments around the world to 
impose new border or travel controls. The 

Trump administration has barred entry to 
the United States by most foreign nationals 
who have recently visited China, where the virus first appeared and spread. Much of the 
world has adopted similar controls, but the 
virus has continued to spread, most notably 
to South Korea, where more cases have 
been recorded than anywhere else outside 
China, and this past week to Iran, where 
eight deaths have been reported. Israel on 
Monday will block entry to all nonresidents 
who have visited Japan and South Korea in 
the 14 days before their arrival. 

On Sunday, President Moon Jae-in of South Korea, which has 763 confirmed 
infections and six deaths, put the country 
on the highest possible alert, empowering 
the government to ban visitors from China 
and take other sweeping measures to 
contain the outbreak. “The coming few days 
will be a critical time for us,” Moon said 
at an emergency meeting of government officials. Even China with an authoritarian 
government that has locked down areas 

with tens of millions of people in an attempt 
to stamp out the epidemic has struggled to 
contain the virus, which has no known cure. 
But the scores of new cases in Italy, mostly in 
the Lombardy region that includes densely 
populated Milan, present a new challenge 
for a country with a wobbly government often paralyzed by infighting. 

That government has now become the 
reluctant laboratory to test whether the 
virus can be successfully contained in 
an open European society with a liberal 
approach to restrictions. Prime Minister 
Giuseppe Conte of Italy said on Italian 
television Sunday that the country had taken precautions, including barring flights from 
China in January. These measures seemed 
to have paid off “even if now it looks like it 
didn’t,” he said. He suggested that the surge of Italian cases only reflected Italy’s casting 
a wider net in terms of testing. “We cannot 
exclude that after tests that are equally 
rigorous, the numbers can go up in other 
countries,” Conte said. Beatrice Lorenzin, 
a former Italian health minister, said the 
sharp rise in cases in Italy resulted from 
systematic checks that discovered a “second 
generation of contagion.” She said this was 
probably caused by infected people who 
traveled to Italy from China using indirect flights without declaring their original 
departure point or putting themselves in 
voluntary quarantine during the virus’ 
incubation period. 

‘We’re in a petri dish’: how 
coronavirus ravaged a cruise ship

Tokyo, Agency. 

The captain came over the intercom 
early in the evening: A passenger who 
had left the ship nine days earlier had 
tested positive for the new coronavirus 
sweeping through China. 

While the guests on board were unnerved, it was the final night of 
their two-week luxury cruise aboard 
the Diamond Princess. The revelry 
continued as the ship headed toward 
the port in Yokohama, Japan’s second-largest city. Passengers dined on filet 
mignon, attended shows in the 700-
seat theater and crowded the bars and dance floors into the night. Cruise 
directors hastily distributed a slate of 
activities, including Ping-Pong, karaoke 
and Bollywood dance lessons, to occupy 
guests who would have to remain on the 
ship another day while public health officials screened them for symptoms. Hoping to soak up the final hours of 
their romantic voyage, Tyler and Rachel 
Torres, newlyweds from Irving, Texas, 
took in a performance by a torch singer 
that evening. “We didn’t really consider 

the danger of leaving the room,” said 
Torres, 24, an occupational therapist. 
“And since we were on our honeymoon, 
we refused to waste our last moments 
on the cruise.” As the music played on, 
passengers were potentially exposed 
to the virus. In all, it took Japanese officials more than 72 hours to impose a lockdown after they were first notified 
about the case connected to the ship. 
The delay by the Japanese government, 
along with slapdash and ineffective 
containment measures during the two-
week isolation period, would help turn the Diamond Princess into a floating 
epidemiological disaster. Feverish 
passengers were left in their rooms for 
days without being tested for the virus. Health officials and even some medical 

professionals worked on board without 
full protective gear. Sick crew members 
slept in cabins with roommates who 
continued their duties across the 
ship, undercutting the quarantine. 
With 634 infections and two deaths, 
the cruise ship represents the largest 
concentration of coronavirus cases 
outside China, meriting its own category 
in the data compiled by the World Health 
Organization. The US government this 
past week allowed 14 Americans who 
were infected to board evacuation flights with hundreds of passengers who weren’t. Japanese officials have since let 
close to 1,000 passengers who tested 
negative walk free, even though experts 
fear some of them have been exposed 
and could later develop symptoms. 
Crew members were expected to start 
leaving this weekend. On Saturday, 
the health minister admitted that 23 
passengers had been released from the 
ship without taking a valid recent test 
and had traveled by public transit after 
disembarking this past week. Now that 
the quarantine has ended and most of 
the passengers have left.

South Korea, Agency. 

New cases of novel coronavirus outside 
of China continue to worry world health 
authorities, with South Korea on Sunday 
raising its infectious disease alert to the 
highest level after the number of cases in 
the country jumped to 602 and the death toll rose to five. South Korean President 
Moon Jae-in said that the government had 
raised the country’s disease alert by one 
notch to the fourth and highest level in a 
bid to contain a surge in new cases. 

The last time South Korea raised the alert 
to the highest was 11 years ago during the Influenza A or H1N1 outbreak. Meanwhile, 
the US State Department raised its travel 
advisory level for South Korea from 1 to 2, 
the second of four ratings, urging travellers 
to avoid contact with sick people. Out of the 
600 new cases reported in South Korea, 
more than 300 have been linked to the 
‘Shincheonji Church of Jesus congregation’ 
in the South Korean city of Daegu. According 
to news agency Reuters, the new cases are 
linked to a 61-year-old woman known as 

“Patient 31”, who attended services there 
and was tested positive for the virus last 
week. However, she had no recent record 
of overseas travel. Kim Simon, a spokesman 
from the Shincheonji Church, through a 
video said that the church would make all-
out efforts to curb the virus’ spread and 
closely cooperate with health authorities. 
According to the Korean Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, some 
9,300 Shincheonji members have either 
been quarantined or asked to stay at home 
by authorities. Several Catholic churches 
across the country have also suspended 
mass and other gatherings. The country 
now has the most infections outside of 
China apart from the Diamond Princess 
cruise ship docked in Japan, which has seen 
more than 600 cases.

Jerusalem, Agency.  

The Israel military said early Monday that it struck Palestinian militants targets in Gaza and Syria in response to rockets fired 
toward southern Israel on Sunday evening, hours after Israel said 
it killed a Palestinian militant who tried to place a bomb along the 
Israel-Gaza barrier fence. The Palestinian Islamic Jihad militant 
group claimed responsibility for the rocket barrages. Palestinians 
were furious over the image of the man’s lifeless body dangling off 
the front of an Israeli bulldozer that crossed into Gaza to retrieve 
it. There was also criticism in Gaza of the territory’s Hamas rulers 
for not responding. The Israeli military reported air raid sirens 

throughout southern Israel and said at least 20 rockets had been fired. There were no reports of damage or injuries on the Israeli 
side, but it was the heaviest barrage of rockets from the Gaza Strip 
in several months. Air raid sirens continued into the evening, and 
Israel’s Home Front Command ordered the suspension of classes 
in Israeli schools in southern Israeli communities near the Gaza 
Strip on Monday and prohibited large gatherings. In response to the rocket fire, the Israeli military said aircraft struck “dozens of 
Islamic Jihad terror targets throughout the Gaza Strip” and a facility 
belonging to the militant group outside Damascus. The Gaza health 
ministry reported that four Palestinians were treated at the Al-
Shifa hospital in Gaza City for wounds caused by the Israeli strikes. 
Islamic Jihad said in a statement that the airstrikes on Damascus 
killed two of its members, identifying them as Salim Salim, 24, and 
Ziad Mansour, 23. It did not disclose their nationalities or elaborate 
on their roles. It vowed to respond to the deaths of its members. 
Israel and the Islamic Jihad group engaged in a heavy round of fighting last November after the Israeli military killed a top Islamic 
Jihad commander. Since then, Israel and Gaza’s more powerful 
Hamas group have been working through Egyptian mediators to cement an informal cease-fire. But Islamic Jihad has continued to 
try to carry out attacks. Islamic Jihad said the man killed along the 
border was a militant. Israel said the man was planting explosives 
along the border fence. Amateur video on Palestinian social media 
showed an Israeli bulldozer crossing into Gaza and then lifting 
up his body. Fawzi Barhoum, a Hamas spokesman, accused the 
Israeli military of abusing the dead body, saying that it “bears the 
consequences of the ugly crime.” The military said it was removing 
the body in a way that prevented further danger to those around. 
But the images generated widespread anger in Gaza, where it was 
seen as a provocation and violation of Islamic principles that call 
for respect for the dead. It also sparked criticism of Hamas on social 
media, with people accusing the group of appearing weak and 
allowing Israel to operate with impunity inside Gaza’s territory. 
One image on social media showed a picture of Jesus draped with a Palestinian flag hanging off the front of a bulldozer. Israeli Defense 
Minister Naftali Bennett rejected the criticism, noting that Hamas 
has been holding the bodies of two Israeli soldiers since they were 
killed in the 2014 Gaza war. “I back the military, which killed the 
terrorists and collected the body,” he said. “That’s what should be 
done and that is what was done.”

Ankara (turkey), Agency.

Eight people were killed in Turkey in a magnitude 5.7 earthquake 
that struck western Iran early Sunday morning, Turkish Interior 
Minister Suleiman Soylu said. The quake centered on the Iranian 
city of Khoy and affected villages in the Turkish province of Van. 

Soylu told a news conference 
in Ankara that three children 
and four adults were killed in 
Turkey’s Baskule district. He 
later said another person had 
died. Some of the wounded 
remain trapped under the 
debris of fallen buildings, he 
added. Health Minister Fahrettin 
Koca said at least 21 people 
had been injured, including 
eight who are in a critical 
condition. Emergency teams have been sent to the remote mountainous region. Iran’s official 

IRNA news agency said the earthquake affected 43 villages in 
the mountainous Qotour area. It reported some residents were 
injured but didn’t say any were in critical condition. According 
to the European Mediterranean Seismological Center (EMSC), 
the quake, which happened at 9:22am local time (0552GMT), 
had a depth of 5 kilometers (3 miles). The region has a history 
of powerful earthquakes. Last month a quake centered on the 
eastern Turkish city of Elazig killed more than 40 people. Turkish 
broadcaster NTV showed images of locals and soldiers digging 
through the rubble of collapsed buildings as families fearing 
further tremors sat in snowy streets.

Vienna, Agency. 

Austria has halted all train services 
with Italy that go via the Brenner 
Pass to prevent further spread of 
the coronavirus, a spokesman for 
train operator OBB said on Sunday. “Passenger train traffic with Italy via 
the Brenner Pass has been suspended 
in both directions,” the spokesman 
said. The pass across the Alps is an 
important and frequently congested 
passenger train route between Italy, 
Austria and Germany. Shortly before 
the suspension was announced, 
Austria’s government said it had 
denied entry to a train bound for Munich, 
Germany, from Venice, Italy, on suspicion 
that two travellers might be infected with 
the coronavirus. The Italian State Railways 
had informed Austria’s OBB that there were 
two people with fever symptoms on board, 
the interior ministry said in a statement. The 

train was now waiting at the Brenner Pass 
on Italian territory. “The further procedure 
is currently being discussed together with 
the Italian authorities,” the statement said. 
It is unclear when the train will be able to 
continue its journey, the OBB spokesman said. 
It is carrying around 300 passengers, mostly 

Austrians and Germans, news 
agency APA said. Italy is battling 
with an explosion of coronavirus 
cases, which rose on Saturday to 
more than 150, with three deaths. 
The government has closed off the 
worst-hit areas in the northern 
regions of Lombardy and Veneto. 
Austria’s interior minister Karl 
Nehammer said earlier on Sunday 
that a coronavirus task force will 
meet on Monday to discuss whether 
to introduce border controls with 
Italy. Such border controls could 
be established within an hour, 
said General Franz Lang, who is 

responsible for public security. There have 
been 181 suspected coronavirus cases in Austria, with none confirmed, according to 
the interior minister. Peter Kaiser, governor 
of the province of Carinthia which borders 
Northern Italy, advised against travelling to 
Italy on Sunday.

Coronavirus scare: Austria stops train 
services via the Brenner Pass on virus fears

Coronavirus outbreak: Swell in cases reported 
outside China, South Korea on highest alert

Israel strikes Gaza, Syria after 
Palestinian rockets attacks

Eight dead in Turkey as 5.7 
earthquake strikes western Iran
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Cuttack, Agency.  A 
piece of advice and a 
couple of video clips 
on WhatsApp from 
Amol Muzumder 
acted as catalysts 
for Ishan Porel this 
season. After the 
fourth day’s play in the Bengal-Odisha Ranji Trophy quarterfinal 
at the DRIEMS College ground, the Bengal 
seamer gave the lowdown. “During the 
Duleep Trophy, Amol sir sent me video clips 
of my bowling vis-à-vis Prasidh Krishna’s 
(Karnataka pacer). The videos captured how 
my front leg was collapsing (at the time of 
loading), while Prasidh Krishna’s front leg 
was a lot straighter. The advice was that a 
straighter front leg would help me generate 
more pace,” Porel narrated. It prompted the 
young fast bowler to get to work. A radical 
overhaul wasn’t an option. Porel described 
why. “I started thinking about making the 
necessary correction. A complete change 
would have required a break from matches 
and going back to the nets.  I was playing 
back-to-back matches. So I worked on the 
strength and mobility of my legs and kept 
the advice in mind while bowling in the 
nets.” It worked. 

Ranji Trophy : Fitter, 
stronger Ishan Porel among 
the wickets for Bengal

Port Elizabethi, Agency.  Opener David 
Warner scored an unbeaten half-century in 
vain as Australia blew what appeared to be a 
comfortable chase and South Africa claimed 
a 12-run victory in the second Twenty20 
International on Sunday. South Africa posted 
a below-par 158 for four in their 20 overs as 
Australia strangled their bright start, but were 
able to defend the total as the wicket slowed up 
and the touring side found scoring increasingly difficult. Warner was unbeaten on 67 from 56 
balls and having reached 98 for one in the 13th 
over, Australia looked odds-on for the victory 
until South Africa found a way to cut off the boundaries and they finished short on 146 for 
six. The series is level at 1-1 with the decider 
to be played in Cape Town on Wednesday, after 
which the sides will contest three one-day 
internationals. “We’ve played here a number of 
times and I’ve realised that the new ball is key,” 
South Africa captain Quinton de Kock said at 
the post-match presentation. “We understand 
that this wicket, especially late afternoon, for 
the team batting second it’s always going to be difficult.” De Kock was again the mainstay 
of the South African innings, his clean striking bringing five fours and four sixes in a fine 70 
from 47 balls before he holed out to mid-off.

David Warner’s fifty goes in vain 
as Australia fall short in second 
T20I against South Africa

India’s curse with debutants continues 
with Kyle Jamieson in Wellington

New Delhi, Agency. After the first hour of play in the 1st Test between India 
and New Zealand in Wellington on Day 1, India might 
have thought they had seen off the new ball attack of 
Tim Southee and Trent Boult and could afford to relax a 
bit. When Colin de Grandhomme was brought on as the 
third seamer, his dibbly dobbly pace might even have 
lulled Mayank Agarwal and Cheteshwar Pujara into a 
feeling of complacency. Then came Test debutant Kyle 
Jamieson as the fourth seamer. Within minutes, Pujara 
had been caught behind and Virat Kohli had followed 
soon after. India were 40/3 on Day 1 of a Test in New 
Zealand – a familiar sight was repeating itself. 

By the end of the innings, Jamieson had also picked up 
the wickets of Hanuma Vihari and Ishant Sharma, to end with the best bowling figures of the innings 4/39 from 
16 overs. On Day 3, India looked to have found a window 
back in the game when Jasprit Bumrah got BJ Watling with the first ball of the day. Keeping the New Zealand 
lead down to double digits seemed a real possibility. 
Till out came Jamieson at No. 9. What followed was a 
bemusing anti-climax to the day’s early promise for 
India. Smashing four sixes only two sixes had been hit 
in the entire Test before that Jamieson counter-punched 
his way to a 45-ball 44, combining with De Grandhomme 
to hurt the Indians into submission. Jamieson’s assault 
with the bat helped the Kiwis extend their lead to 

183 runs, leaving India with a mountain to climb in 
the second innings. New Zealand eventually won the 
match by 10 wickets. Five recent debuts which have 
haunted India. India’s luck with Test debutants has gone 
into dangerously vulnerable territory in recent years 
Jamieson being the latest. Since 2014, James Neesham, 
Jos Buttler Josh Hazlewood, Kusal Perera, Haseeb 
Hameed and Keaton Jennings are some of the Test 

debutants India have allowed to prosper in their first 
outings. More recently, Sam Curran emerged as India’s 
nightmare in the 2018 tour of England, but Curran had 
played one Test before that. James Neesham Neesham 
made his Test debut during India’s tour of New Zealand 
in 2014. Like Jamieson, his debut also was in Wellington. India, batting second, took a huge first innings lead 
of 246 runs and looked favourites to win. However, 

the match was drawn as Brendon McCullum scored a 
triple century and Neesham, batting at No. 8, scored an 
unbeaten 137 off 154 balls. Jos Buttler Buttler made his 
Test debut in the same year when India went on a tour 
of England. His 83-ball 85, batting at No. 7, contributed to England’s first innings total of 569/7 declared, and 
India never recovered from that to eventually lose the 
match by 266 runs. He was also responsible for the 
catches of Virat Kohli, MS Dhoni, Cheteshwar Pujara 
and Rohit Sharma. Josh Hazlewood – Josh Hazlewood 
burst through in international cricket with his Test debut against India in December 2014. He took figures of 5/68 in the first innings, even as the other Australian bowlers struggled to find their rhythm. The match was 
eventually won by Australia by 4 wickets in thrilling 
circumstances. Hazlewood was soon christened the 
‘new Glenn Mcgrath’. Haseeb Hameed, Keaton Jennings 
– England found two instant successes in the role of 
Alastair Cook’s opening partner on England’s 2016 tour 
of India. Hameed, a batsman of Indian origin, made his 
debut in the 1st Test. He had scores of 31 and 82 as the 
match ended in a draw. Injury forced out of the team 
after that and Keaton Jennings was called up to the 
squad as yet another young opener. The Durham opener scored 112 in his first innings. However, he scored a 
duck in the second innings as India won the match by an 
innings, with Kohli scoring a double ton.

‘Like a pack of cards’: India’s early collapse 
on Day 4 leaves fans confounded

New Delhi, Agency. 

India’s resistance was brought to a very 
early end on Day 4, as Tim Southee and 
trent Boult ran through the visiting 
side before Lunch to help New Zealand 
win by 10 wickets and go 1-0 up in the 
series. Even though Ajinkya Rahane 
and Hanuma Vihari had played for 
87 minutes on Day 3, the entire team 
could not last that long on Day 4. This was India’s first defeat since 
the World Test Championship was 
introduced. Harsha Bhogle pointed out 
that this result is the latest in a run of 
disappointing performances in away 
Tests when it comes to touring the top 
countries. Sanjay Manjrekar pointed 
out that the amount of swing generated 
by the New Zealand pacers was the 
difference between the sides in the 1st 
Test. Speaking in the studio after the 
match, he suggested that India need 
someone like Bhuvneshwar Kumar 
or Deepak Chahar to provide some 
variety. Tim Southee, who claimed 5 
wickets in the second innings and 9 
in the match, was named the Man of the Match. He was difficult to handle 
for the Indian batsmen on Day 4. Fans 

expressed frustration with the Indian 
team’s collapse. There were a few 
tongue-in-cheek positives observed 
though. There was even frustration 
expressed when the Indian team 
huddled before the start of the New 

Zealand second innings. New Zealand, 
who have bounded back from their 
humiliation in Australia, were lauded 
for their clinical performance. India 
and New Zealand will now face off in 
the 2nd Test from Saturday.

New Delhi, Agency. 

Azam Khan, the 21-year-old hard-hitting 
batsman, has been one of the biggest stories 
of this year’s Pakistan Super League (PSL) 
season so far. Silencing his many critics – he 
has been accused of being favoured because 
of being the son of former cricketer Moin 
Khan and numerous digs have been taken 
at his body weight – Azam Khan played 
yet another matchwinning knock for the 
Quetta Gladiators on Sunday. One of his 
runs in the victory against Karachi Kings 
on Sunday has drawn special attention as 
it was completed with the handle of his bat 
inverted. Karachi Kings were undone by 
a superb partnership between Azam and 
skipper Sarfaraz Ahmed with all-rounder Anwar Ali 
later bludgeoning the winning hit. Azam smashed four 
boundaries and two maximums during his stay at the 
crease while skipper Sarfaraz remained unbeaten on 37 
off 28 balls. Ironically, Azam Khan was run out on 46. 
Azam Khan has always been under immense pressure 
to prove himself. The Karachi crowd shouted “parchi” at him when he walked out to bat, an unflattering 
reference to someone who is perceived not to have 
earned their place on merit. His body weight has also 
earned him numerous jibes. Even commentator Ramiz 
Raja referred to him as ‘laddu’ on air and said that he 

would ask him a question about his figure in the post-
match presentation ceremony if Azam Khan won the 
Man of the Match award any day. After Azam Khan was 
indeed named the Man of the Match on Sunday, Ramiz 
Raja told him after the match: “I had promised to pick 
you up if you won a Man of the Match award, but I think 
I need to do some work in the gym to be able to do that.” “I am confident in my ability and the only thing I can do 
is reply with my bat and that’s what I am going to do in 
future as well. I am not bothered by criticism and try to 
avoid it, but it hurt to see people being so negative about 
me,” Azam Khan had said at a media event before the 
PSL 2020 season.

Azam Khan ‘redefines cricket’ with 
inverted bat, silences critics

New Delhi, Agency. 

India’s resistance in Wellington was 
brought to a very early end on Day 4, 
as New Zealand won the 1st Test by 10 
wickets. India were bowled out for 191 
in the second innings, managing to take a 
lead of only 8 runs. This was chased down 
by the Kiwi openers in 2 overs as the 
match was wrapped up by Lunch. 

In the second innings, Tim Southee had figures of 5/61 and Trent Boult had figures of 4/39. Resuming their innings 
with Ajinkya Rahane and Hanuma Vihari 
at 144/4 on Day 4, India needed their 
middle and lower orders to stick on for the first session to get back in the match, 
but such hopes were considerably dented 
when Rahane (29) edged Trent Boult to 
the keeper in the third over of the day. 
With Tim Southee and Boult managing 
to produce movement with the old ball, 
Hanuma Vihari (15) was bowled in the 
next over as India’s crisis deepened. When 
Ravichandran Ashwin was also picked 
up by Southee, it looked as if an innings 

defeat could be on the cards. Rishabh Pant 
then tried to play some counter attacking 
cricket and some quick runs put up by 
him and Ishant Sharma took India close 
to New Zealand’s score. India regained 
the lead around the hour-mark. As play 
resumed after the drinks break after one 
hour of play, India’s remaining resistance 
was routed in no time. Ishant fell lbw to 
Colin de Grandhomme and Pant (25) lost 
his wicket in going at one aggressive shot 
too many. New Zealand, needing 9 runs 
to win, knocked off the target within 
2 overs to take a 1-0 lead in the series. 
Tim Southee was named the Man of the 
Match. The 2nd Test will be played in 
Christchurch from Saturday.

New Delhi, Agency. 

Indian skipper Virat Kohli admitted 
that the hosts New Zealand outclassed them in the first Test at 
Basin Reserve, Wellington. Despite 
the 10-wicket defeat, Kohli doesn’t 
want people to make a ‘big deal’ out of it. India suffered their first 
loss in the ongoing World Test 
Championship at the hands of Kane 
Williamson-led side. 

The No.1 Test side are still at the 
top of the table with 360 points from 
two games. “We know we haven’t 
played well but if people want to make a big 
deal out of it, make a mountain out of it, we 
can’t help it as we don’t think like that,” the 
31-year-old said at the post-match media 
interaction. Kohli was disappointed at how 
people look at one defeat as the “end of the 
world”. “For some people, it might be the end 
of the world but it’s not. For us, it’s a game 
of cricket that we lost and we move on and 

keep our heads high,” Kohli said. The No.1 
Test batsman shared that the Indian side 
is humbled after the comprehensive loss. 
“We understand that we need to play well 
to win, also at home. There’s no cakewalk at 
international level as teams will come and beat you. You accept it and that defines our 
character as a side.” Kohli also shared the 
learnings from the game and had a few tips 

for his batsmen as India were all out for 165 and 191 in first and second 
innings respectively. “New Zealand 
got into the mind of the batsmen and 
make the batsmen do something that 
they don’t want to. I think that’s a very 
thin line and a very delicate balance of 
when to attack and when to put bowlers 
under pressure which we failed to do 
in this match and there is no harm in 
accepting that.” Kohli lauded the Kiwis 
as they dominated the visitors in all 
departments of the game. “That has got 
to do with partly good bowling from 
New Zealand and partly us not pressing 

that momentum on to them when required. It 
was perfect for them because they bowled well 
and we allowed them to bowl well for longer 
periods rather than doing something about it 
in a partnership.” India will go up against New Zealand in the final Test of the tour at Hagley 
Oval, Christchurch starting February 29 in an 
attempt to level the series.

‘For some people, it might be the end of the world but 
it’s not’, says Virat Kohli after 10-wicket loss to Kiwis

India succumb to swing to lose first Test 
since 2018, narrowly escape innings defeat

New Delhi, Agency. 

England’s Katherine Brunt opted not to Mankad South Africa’s Sune Luus during a tense finish to the Women’s T20 World Cup 
league match on Monday, creating a debate on social media. Brunt 

decided to give the non-
striker a warning to stay 
inside her crease instead 
of running her out with 7 
needed off 4 balls, moments 
before Mignon du Preez 
hit a six and a four off the 
following two deliveries to 
seal a 124-run chase and 
pull off an upset win for 
South Africa. The ‘Mankad’ 
is a legitimate dismissal 

under cricket’s laws, and a bowler is not required to give a batsman 
a warning before attempting it. But it is seen by some as against the 
spirit of cricket, and even ICC’s Twitter handle quoted the video of 
the incident with a caption: “What do you think?” Brunt had herself 
received a Mankad warning in the England innings. In the 17th over of the first innings, South Africa’s Ayabonga Khaka pulled out of her 
delivery stride when Brunt was backing up at the non-striker’s end. 
“I think it was Brunt that got one herself – a warning when she was 
batting, backing up. Nothing wrong with that at all,” commentator 
Nasser Hussain said. Given the circumstances of Brunt’s decision not to Mankad, there have been fierce opinions from across the 
‘spirit of cricket’ divide. The victory was South Africa’s maiden T20 
World Cup win against England.

Debate rages as bowler gives 

Mankad warning in tense finish

New Delhi, Agency. 

India surrendered to a 10-wicket defeat to New Zealand in the 1st Test 
in Wellington on Monday, bringing their nine-match unbeaten streak to 
an end. The last time they had lost a Test match had been in Australia in 
December 2018. This is only the second time India have lost a Test after batting first under Virat Kohli. By 10 wickets vs NZ Wellington 2019/20 
*  This is New Zealand’s 100th Test win. The number of matches taken 

by them to get to 100 wins shows how much progress they have made 
as a cricketing nation in recent years. New Zealand are the seventh team 
to get to the landmark of 100 Test wins. They are the fourth team to 
get to the landmark in this century. England, Australia and West Indies 
had reached the mark in the 20th century. India reached 100 Test wins 
in 2009 and were the sixth nation to get there. Tim Southee and Trent 
Boult have featured in 30 of New Zealand’s 100 Test wins and their 
records are almost the same in those matches. Southee has 147 wickets 
at an average of 21.91 and a strike rate of 46.4. Boult has 146 wickets 
from those matches at an average of 21.49 with a strike rate of 44.6.

India’s unbeaten Test record comes to 
end, New Zealand claim 100th win: Stats
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New Delhi, Agency. Equity indices plunged 
on Monday with the benchmark BSE sensex 
sliding over 800 points amid a massive 
selloff on renewed fears of economic impact 
of the coronavirus outbreak. Investors 
also hoped that US President Donald 
Trump’s maiden India visit would cheer 
the markets but both the indexes traded 
in red throughout the session. Trump is 
scheduled for a two-day visit to India from 
February 24. Sensex tanked 807 points or 
1.96 per cent to close at 40,363; while the 
broader NSE Nifty dived 242 points or 2.01 
per cent to settle at 11,839. All the stocks finished with losses in the BSE pack with 
Infosys, Kotak and HDFC Bank sliding as 
much as 0.18 per cent. On NSE, all sub-
indices also closed in red with Nifty Metal 
and Auto down as much as 5.36 per cent. On 
the global front, shares skidded, oil prices 
sank and the price of gold surged as the 
number of people infected or killed by the 
viral outbreak that began in China surged, 
heaping more uncertainty on the economic 
outlook. The decline followed a selloff Friday 
on Wall Street and a weekend meeting in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, of finance ministers 
and central bank chiefs of the Group of 20 
(G20) major industrial economies where officials warned the outbreak that began 
in China is threatening to derail world 
growth. Investor sentiments also turned 
cautious ahead of the derivatives expiry ”In 
the near-term, the volatility could increase 
given the expiry of February futures and 
options (F&O) contracts on Thursday and the expectations of news flow on business 
deals and/or trade deals during the 
President Trump visit to India,” Gaurav Dua, 
senior vice-president, head – Capital Market 
Strategy & Investments, Sharekhan by BNP 
Paribas told news agency PTI. During the 
past week, sensex fell 87 points or 0.21 per 
cent, while Nifty shed 33 points or 0.26 per 
cent. Financial markets remained closed on 
Friday on account of ‘Mahashivratri’.

Sensex dives over 800 
points; Nifty ends 
below 11,850

Mumbai, Agency. Microsoft chief 
executive Satya Nadella on Monday 
urged Indian business leaders to build 
technology capabilities that are inclusive 
in nature. Beginning his three-day visit to 
India, Nadella was addressing Microsoft’s 
Future Decoded CEO Summit in Mumbai. 
“Indian CEOs need to build own tech 
capability and ensure that the solutions 
are inclusive,” he said. Stating that the last 
decade saw emergence of the aggregators, 
he asserted that aggregators are not 
enough alone. “We need to ensure that 
digital interventions lead to broadening 
of productivity.” Nadella stated that 72 
per cent of jobs for software engineers 
in India are outside of the technology 
industry. Speaking at the same event, 
Rajesh Gopinathan, chief executive and 
managing director of Tata Consultancy 
Services (TCS) said the company prefers 
to train internal talent for the changing 
technologies and ensure that good quality 
talent is retained, rather than searching 
for it externall He said the millennials 
possess phenomenal knowledge and are 
quick learners as well, but need to be 
trained on the same. The era of multi-year 
projects in IT is over; and three years ago, 
TCS took a bet to completely adopt Agile 
technologies by 2020, he said. 59 per cent 
of all the developers are now working on 
Agile, he added.

Indian CEOs need to build 
inclusive tech capabilities: 
Satya Nadella

Mukesh Ambani’s plans to make Reliance 
Industries debt-free hit multiple snags

New Delhi, Agency.  

Six months after Mukesh Ambani laid out 
a road map to make Reliance Industries 
Ltd (RIL) free of net debt by early 2021, 
his plan has hit a few bumps thanks to the 
government. Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s administration has petitioned a court 
to halt a proposed stake sale by RIL to Saudi 
Arabian Oil Co, threatening a key source of 
funds needed to pare liabilities. In addition, the conglomerate, which is into oil refining, 
telecommunications and retail, is also facing 
unfriendly tax proposals that could hit its 
businesses. Shares of the company have slid 
almost 8% since reaching a record high in 
mid-December. 

A spokesman for RIL declined to comment. 
Here are four challenges the company is 
facing: Aramco deal delay: Mukesh Ambani 
told shareholders in August that RIL would 
sell 20% of its oil and petrochemicals unit 
to Aramco in a deal valuing the business 
at $75 billion. The sale is crucial to reduce 
the group’s net debt, which was about $22 
billion at the end of March 2019. But in 
December, the government requested a court 
to stop the proposed sale to help ensure the 

Mumbai-based company has enough assets 
to pay claims in an arbitration case related to profit sharing and royalty payments between 
Reliance Industries and its partners. RIL says 
the government’s plea isn’t tenable legally 
and should be dismissed. RIL expected to 
complete the Aramco transaction by March 
2020 subject to due diligence and regulatory 
approvals, but said in January that although 
the talks with Aramco were making “good 

progress,” a definitive pact is still 
a few months away. The talks have 
gathered pace in recent weeks, 
according to people familiar with 
the matter. 

Income tax (I-T) investigation: 
The tax department has widened a probe to find whether some 
Ambani family members have 
evaded tax, according to people 
familiar with the matter. The 
conglomerate has denied 
that they have dodged taxes. 
The investigation is based on 
information the government 
received from French authorities 
in 2011 about 700 Indians 
who had accounts at HSBC 

Holdings Plc’s Swiss branches, the people 
said, asking not to be named citing rules. 
While tax probes are common in India 
and are, in many cases, driven by politics, 
the country’s richest family becoming the 
subject of an investigation is unprecedented 
and has surprised many. Ambani is Asia’s 
richest person, with a net worth of about 
$58 billion, according to the Bloomberg 
Billionaires Index. A spokesperson for 

the tax department didn’t respond to an 
email seeking comment. Protective tariff 
scrapped: Reliance Industries, the country’s 
largest producer of a chemical used to make 
polyester yarn, will face more competition in 
the segment after a proposed cut in import duties for purified terephthalic acid. In her February 1 budget speech, finance minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman said the government 
is getting rid of the duty to help ensure 
the easy availability of the commodity at 
competitive prices. Tax on investment trusts: 
The government has also proposed a change 
to dividend distribution tax, a step that could 
slow efforts of companies, including Reliance 
Industries, to raise funds through selling 
units in investment trusts. The conglomerate 
has been trying to raise funds and pare 
debt by selling a stake in trusts that hold its telecom towers and optical-fiber network.

The change in rules will curtail returns 
for investors in the trusts by forcing them 
to add dividends to their total income 
and paying tax. The impact of higher tax 
for unit holders may make equity raising 
challenging, according to Shubham Jain, a 
senior vice president at ICRA Ltd, the local 
unit of Moody’s Investors Service.

No stopping the 12 midcaps that defied the 2018-2019 meltdown
New Delhi, Agency. Twelve stocks that defied the sharp plunge in 

midcap stocks all through 2018 and 2019 are 
off to a solid start in 2020 as well, suggesting 
immense investor faith on these counters. 
These stocks climbed 20-90 per cent in the 
previous two years a feat, as two of every 
three BSE Midcap index stocks delivered 
negative returns during the period and are up 
another 45 per cent in 2020 so far. Institutional 
investors be it foreign portfolio investors, 
mutual funds and insurance companies have 
strong holdings in most of these stocks. Among 
them is AU Small Finance Bank, whose stock 
has rallied 45 per cent so far this year after 
delivering 22 per cent return between January 
1, 2018 and December 31, 2018. 

Institutional investors hold 42.3 per cent 
in this company, which quotes at a price-to-
book value (PBV) of 10.2 against an industry 
average of 3.1, data available at AceEquity 
suggests. Benchmark BSE Midcap index, which 
hit a record high of 20,183 in January 2018, 
has declined 16 per cent in last two years, 
but is up 4.85 per cent so far this calendar. 
Divi’s Labs is up 18 per cent so far this year 
after rallying 68 per cent in last two years. 
Institutional investors hold 35.1 per cent in 
this pharma stock, which trades at 45.3 times 
its trailing 12-month PE compared with an 
industry average of 27.9. Adani Enterprises 

has jumped 24 per cent in the first two months 
of 2020 after climbing by a similar percentage 
in last two years. FIIs and DIIs hold 22 per cent in this firm, whose current PE at 20.8 
times is in line with industry average. Shares 
of Honeywell Automation India have climbed 
27 per cent this year after rising 42 per cent 
in last two year. This stock trades at a PE 
multiple of 66.6 against an industry average 
of 61.5. Institutional investors, mainly mutual funds, hold 14.8 per cent stake in the firm, 
where promoters hold 75 per cent. Torrent 

Pharmaceuticals, Muthoot Finance and Aditya 
Birla Fashion and Retail have gained 17-21 per 
cent this calendar after rising 30-70 per cent 
in past two years. Glaxosmithkline Consumer 
Healthcare, L&T Infotech, Godrej Properties, 
Info Edge (India) and Berger Paints India are 
some of the other stocks that have delivered 
double-digit returns this calendar after 
rallying up to 91 per cent in last two years. 
Data showed 65 of 101 BSE Midcap index 
stocks have slipped in last two years. Analysts 
are still bullish on some of these stocks. AU 

Small Finance Bank is one of Motilal Oswal 
Securities’ top stock ideas for 2020, as it feels a surge in profitability will ensure that rich 
valuations for the stock stay. Divi’s Labs, which 
derives nearly half of its revenues from the API segment, is seen as a key beneficiary of the 
disruption due to the China virus outbreak. 
“Companies globally are evaluating alternate 
sources for procurement and this is likely to be 
a key positive for Divi’s. The company may benefit from backward 
integration, an aggressive capex plan 
implemented in the past and outsourcing 
opportunities. Also, the company does not 
have pending regulatory hurdles, which is a 
key positive and offers visibility for growth,” 
Sharekhan said. Anand Rathi Financial Services 
likes Honeywell, as the company has a robust 
balance sheet with zero debt, a healthy RoE of 
22-23 per cent and strong parental support, 
the brokerage said. Karvy Stock Broking says 
Torrent Pharma’s woes in various markets 
appear to be receding and the company is 
all set to show doubledigit topline growth in 
key markets, which will give the impetus to 
margins. Quantum Securities said post Muthoot 
Finance’s Q3 results, where the company posted 66 per cent rise in profit, it has revised sharply its profit estimates by 18 per cent for 
FY20E and 15 per cent FY21E. The brokerage 
has an ‘accumulate’ rating on the stock.

Mumbai, Agency.  

Reliance Industries chairman Mukesh Ambani on Monday said India is at the 
cusp of becoming a “premier digital society”, and will be among the top three 
economies of the world. In conversation Microsoft chief executive Satya Nadella 
at the Future Decoded CEO Summit in 
Mumbai, he said the big change driving 
this transformation is the deepening of 
mobile networks which are working at 
a much faster pace than before.

“It all kickstarted in 2014 when PM 
gave us the vision of Digital India ... 380 
million people have migrated to Jio’s 4g 
technology,” he said. Pre-Jio, the data 
speed was 256 kbps; and post-Jio, it 
is 21 mbps, he pointed out. Referring 
to US President Donald Trump’s visit 
to the country, Ambani said India is 
much different than what it was during 
the visits of his predecessors Jimmy 
Carter, Bill Clinton or Barack Obama, and pointed out that mobile connectivity was 
a key change. “I have no doubt in my mind that we will be among the top three 
economies in the world,” Ambani said, adding that the only debate which can exist is whether it happens in five or in ten years. We in India have the opportunity to 
become the premier digital society, he stated. “The next generation will see a very 
different India than what you (Nadella) and I have grown up in,” he said.

Mumbai, Agency. 

The US Food and Drug Administration has 
done the unusual. Three days after issuing 
a voluntary-action-indicated status for 
Aurobindo Pharma’s Unit IV, the regulator on 
Friday told the company that the inspection 
of the unit remains open and is being 
reviewed. The stock, which had zoomed 
nearly 20% following the US FDA’s voluntary-
action-initiated status, tumbled about 15% 
on Monday. 

The BSE Healthcare Index was down 1.5%. 
The status implied that changes to Unit IV, as 
suggested by the US FDA, would need to be carried out by the firm and would not impede 
its export and growth potential. In fact, the 
Unit IV manufacturing facility, which is now at 
the centre of this problem, accounts for about 
10% of the company’s sales. This unit also has 
the largest number of new drug applications 
pending approval at about 47 compared with 
the company’s total pending applications 
at about 150. So, if these observations 

escalate to a warning letter or an official 
action indicated, it could put the spanner in 
Aurobindo’s growth. “The rescinding of the 
VAI status for Unit-IV now places our US$280 
mn and US$343 mn revenue forecasts for the 
sterile business in FY2021/22 at risk, with 
potential for a 20% haircut on injectable 

revenues in FY2021/22 (10% 
of FY2021/22E EPS) should the issue escalate to an Official 
Action Indicated or Warning 
Letter,” said analysts at Kotak 
Institutional Equities in a note 
to clients. With the attendant 
scrutiny and increasing pressure, 
Aurobindo Pharma may also 
incur higher costs to comply 
with US FDA regulations. It will 
see an increase in the time taken 
to comply with the regulations, 
which means that new drug 
launches could get delayed. 
Hence, the company could lose 
some sales to the competition. 

Analysts have already begun to downgrade 
the stock. For now, all eyes will be on how 
soon the company integrates its Sandoz 
acquisition, and possibly gains synergies. But 
that will be little consolation till the US FDA 
overhang clears again.

Challenging times again for Aurobindo 
Pharma as US FDA reverses its verdict

India at cusp of becoming premier 
digital society : Mukesh Ambani

New Delhi, Agency.  

US President Donald Trump on Monday 
called Prime Minister “a tough negotiator” 
and mentioned that the two nations “will go 
for fantastic trade deal”. The United States 
has surpassed China to become India’s top 
trading partner, showing greater economic 
ties between the two countries. According 
to the data of the commerce ministry, in 
2018-19, the bilateral trade between the 
US and India stood at $87.95 billion. 

Trump stated that the US has now 
the greatest economy in its history by 
knocking out barriers. The US President, 
who is on a two-day visit to India, 
arrived in Ahmedabad and addressed 
the ‘Namaste Trump’ event. We look 
forward to providing the “best and most 
feared military equipment” to India, said Trump, while 
addressing a crowd of more than 1,00,000 people at a 
stadium in Gujarat, shortly after arriving on his maiden 
visit to the country. Trump said he looked forward to 
expanding space cooperation between the two nations, 
and said both sides were at the early stages of reaching 
an “incredible” trade agreement. Trump thanked PM Modi for the warm reception given to the US first couple. 

He said,” We will always remember this remarkable 
hospitality. We will always remember.” The US President 
said, “America loves India, America respects India and 
America will always be a faithful and loyal friend to the 
Trump ended his speech by saying, “God bless India, God 
bless the United States of America, we love you.” After 
his speech, PM Modi took the stage again and recalled 
what the US President had said. “India has true friend in 
the White House,” Trump had said earlier.

Donald Trump calls PM 
Modi ‘a tough negotiator’New Delhi, Agency.  

Bharti Infratel on Monday extended the deadline for its 
merger with Indus Towers by two more months to April 24, but cautioned that final call on scheme implementation 
will be taken by the board based on assessment of telecom 
crisis and its impact. “The final decision to 
implement the scheme 
will be taken by the 
board keeping in mind 
the best interest of 
the company and its 
stakeholders including 
the assessment of the 
current crisis facing the 
telecom industry and 
the extent of its impact 
on the company’s major customers,” Bharti Infratel said in a regulatory filing. 
It said that although the foreign direct investment (FDI) 
approval for the merger with Indus Towers had been received, 
the long stop date (deadline) has been extended as other actions and conditions precedent to be fulfilled for the scheme 
to become effective cannot be completed by the previously 
stated deadline of February 24. “ ... The board of directors has 
further extended long stop date till April 24, 2020, subject 
to agreement on closing adjustment and other conditions 
precedent for closing, with each party retaining the right to 
terminate and withdraw the scheme,” it said.

Bharti Infratel extends deadline 
for merger with Indus Towers
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New Delhi, Agency.  Ayushmann Khurrana and Jitendra Kumar’s film Shubh Mangal 
Zyada Saavdhan, which started its box office journey with Rs 9.55 crore, is 
continuing to receive overwhelming 
response from the audience. Film trade 
analyst Taran Adarsh wrote on Twitter, 
“#ShubhMangalZyadaSaavdhan jumps on 
Day 2… Metros witness growth, while mass 
pockets remain strictly average… The trend 
suggests further growth on Day 3… Eyes 
34 cr [+/-] weekend, which is a healthy 
score… Fri 9.55 cr, Sat 11.08 cr. Total: 20.63 
cr. #India biz. #SMZS” In another tweet, 
Adarsh mentioned that Shubh Mangal 
Zyada Saavdhan is Ayushmann’s third 
biggest opener. Bala leads the charts with 
Rs 10.15 crore followed by Dream Girl 
with Rs 10.05 crore. The Indian Express’ 
Shalini Langer gave Shubh Mangal Zyada 
Saavdhan three and a half stars in her 
review. “Kewalya’s excellent cast though 
makes it all go down easily. Neena Gupta 
has another winner as Aman’s mother, 
while Gajaraj Rao plays his father who, 
in what could have been a nice touch, is a 
small-time scientist behind a black, “germ-free” cauliflower variety. The film ends up 
stretching this theme of nature-vs-science 
a bit too far, but Gupta and Rao who gelled 
so well in Badhai Ho remain a hoot. The 
years of companionship are visible in their 
frequent arguments, as is how she is his 
rock,” Shalini wrote in the review. Talking about the film, Ayushmann Khurrana told indianexpress.com, “Our film is one of its 
kind. It is a giant leap for Indian cinema 
where we are portraying two men as 
homosexuals, and we are very front-footed 
about it. It is also the reaction of the family when they find out that their son is gay.”

Shubh Mangal Zyada Saavdhan box 
office collection Day 2: Ayushmann 
Khurrana’s movie mints Rs 20.63 crore

New Delhi, Agency.  Vicky Kaushal’s horror 
thriller Bhoot: The Haunted Ship has earned 
Rs 5.52 crore on Saturday, taking the total 
collection to Rs 10.62 crore. The Bhanu 
Pratap Singh directorial also stars Bhumi 
Pednekar and Ashutosh Rana. Trade analyst Taran Adarsh tweeted the film’s box office figures. He wrote, “#Bhoot witnesses limited 
growth on Day 2… Decent in mass circuits, 
but lacks the spark at key metros… Day 3 
is pivotal, needs to recover lost ground to 
post a respectable total… Eyes 16 cr [+/-] 
weekend… Fri 5.10 cr, Sat 5.52 cr. Total: 
10.62 cr. #India biz.” Film trade analyst Girish 
Johar had earlier told indianexpress.com. “The trailer of the film is quite intriguing 
and scary. The audience will get to watch a hardcore horror film after a long time, and 
it is backed by a well-established actor like 
Kaushal. So, the chances of it performing well 
at the ticket counters are high.” “Bhoot will 
have a limited target audience. It would be 
luring the youth to the cinema halls whereas 
Shubh Mangal Zyada Saavdhan is targeting 
both youth and families. So, Bhoot will be 
impacted by the Ayushmann Khurrana starrer. Since two decent films are releasing 
on the same day, the audience will be divided 
on the basis of their preferences,” Girish added. The Indian Express film critic Shalini Langer gave the film a negative review. 
Shalini wrote in her 1.5 star review, “Within 
its murky labyrinth, with no sense of any 
direction from writer-director Bhanu Pratap Singh, the film doesn’t seem to end. 

Bhoot box office collection 
Day 2: Vicky Kaushal 
starrer earns 10.62 crore

Sexuality is not just about sex: Shubh Mangal 
Zyada Saavdhan director Hitesh Kewalya

New Delhi, Agency. 

Debutant director Hitesh Kewalya says sex is 
merely an aspect of sexuality and as long as a film covers the larger concept, one can’t go 
crass. Hitesh, who made his debut with Shubh 
Mangal Zyada Saavdhan, said many people 
in the society tend to mix sexuality with sex 
which muddles the conversation. “Sexuality is 
not just about sex. So that’s the line. As long 
as you are talking about sexuality, it can never 
go crass because that is natural. When you talk 
about sex, it’s a different thing. I am not saying there can’t be a film which only talks about sex. 
That’s an aspect of sexuality. 

That is what one needs to be aware of. “When you are writing (a film) like this, we 
have to be sensitive about that. Once you 
are aware of it, and when you are writing 
it, you keep checking and rechecking it. If 
you’re aware of that, then you can control the 
communication and hope it doesn’t go wrong. 
I am not saying it can’t go wrong, but it’ll 
never go crass,” Hitesh Kewalya told PTI in an 
interview. Starring Ayushmann Khurrana and 
Jitendra Kumar, Shubh Mangal Zyada Saavdhan 
is a same-sex love story woven around two 
middle-class families in small-town India. The director, who has also written the film, 
said when he creates characters comprising 

a couple, most of the time he 
ensures that the two parts 
complement each other. “Like in 
a heteronormative couple, they 
say opposites attract. That’s 
why I wanted to create a pair 
which worked at that level – yin 
and yang. The choice of these 
actors was also based on the 
fact that they should bring their 
own personalities right to the 
character only then a character 
comes to life,” he added. When 
writers write, Hitesh Kewalya 
said they create a little half-
done characters because they want the “cup to be filled” by the 
actors. “So Jeetu being this guy 
from the digital space, but not really known in the film world. He is a little quiet guy when 
he’s not in front of a camera, so he observes 
more. And when he speaks, he speaks sense. 
So somehow he brought that personality into 
the character. “Same for Ayushmann. It was 
interesting to see them coming in owning 
these characters and yet be complementary. 
So you add a little, they add a little and you 
create a character as you go along,” the 
director added. Another couple the viewer 
is eager to watch on screen is the reunion of 

Neena Gupta and Gajraj Rao. The duo, whose 
heartwarming performance as a middle-aged 
couple facing unwanted pregnancy in Badhaai 
Ho! won the hearts of the audience, play 
parents to Jitendra’s character. Hitesh Kewalya said when one has to deliver a difficult subject 
like a same-sex romance, a director needs the 
story to be carried to the right people through 
the right actors. “I needed actors who were 
endearing, who people have accepted and who 
they would listen to. Whether it’s Ayushmann, 
Jeetu, Neena ji, Gajraj sir, Manu Rishi, even the 
newer actors were endearing. I needed all of 

them. But Neena ji and Gajraj sir are playing 
a completely different jodi this time. That’s 
the newness.” He hopes after Shubh Mangal 
Zyada Saavdhan, the audience has enough 
fodder to talk about one’s sexuality. “We give 
them enough good scenes to not just laugh 
about, but also talk about this aspect. And I 
hope among them men, women, any gender, 
anyone who falls anywhere on the spectrum 
of sexuality they should be able to have a 
conversation about sexuality,” he added. The film is a sequel to 2018’s Shubh Mangal 
Saavdhan, also starring Ayushmann, which 
addressed another taboo subject of erectile 
dysfunction. Bollywood easily falls into the 
trap of a franchise, but Hitesh said a follow-up to his film would only happen if the team had 
an important story to tell. “We don’t go only by the fact that the last film was successful 
so let’s make another, especially this series. 
It’s not just a comedy franchise. It is talking about an important issue in each film. “So, it 
is important for us to have something to say. 
If we have something new to say and the right way to say it, then that film will be made. If that film is not needed, it won’t be made. No 
matter how successful this one becomes,” 
he said. Also featuring Maanvi Gagroo and 
Sunita Rajwar, Shubh Mangal Zyada Saavdhan 
released on Friday.

Akshay Kumar starrer Sooryavanshi 
to hit screens on March 24

New Delhi, Agency. 

The release date of Rohit Shetty’s 
upcoming cop drama Sooryavanshi’s is out. The film will hit theaters on 
March 24, 2020. Filmmaker Karan 
Johar announced the news on his 
Twitter handle with a video featuring 
the “indomitable trio of the Rohit 
Shetty Universe” – Ranveer Singh’s 
Simmba, Ajay Devgn’s Singham and 
Akshay Kumar’s Sooryavanshi. These characters and the films they appear 
in form Shetty’s so-called cop universe. 
Ranveer, Ajay and Akshay are told 
about the release date by a group of 
excited kids in the video. Karan Johar 
also announced that Mumbai theaters 
would be open 24×7 from March 24. 
This news comes in the wake of the 
Maharashtra cabinet’s decision to 
allow Mumbai malls, restaurants and 
multiplexes to stay open around the 
clock. “Who better than the indomitable 
trio of the Rohit Shetty Universe to 
announce that Mumbai theatres will 
now be open 24×7…. from March 24, 
2020 with #SooryavanshiOn24thMarch 
… see you at the theatres… night or 
day!” Karan wrote alongside the video. 

In a statement, Akshay Kumar said, 
“What a moment in cinematic history in India. To be the first to present our film Sooryavanshi at what is now called 
24×7 Mumbai is just the best way any film fanatic can spend Gudi Padwa. I 
wish this initiative was around when 
I was young. I wouldn’t have bunked 
school so much.” Akshay’s character was 
introduced towards the end of Ranveer 
starrer Simmba. Sooryavanshi will star 

Akshay Kumar and Katrina Kaif in the 
lead roles. Gulshan Grover, Abhimanyu 
Singh, Niharica Raizada, Jackie Shroff, 
Sikandar Kher, Nikitin Dheer and Vivan Bhatena are also part of the film’s cast. 
Ajay Devgn and Ranveer Singh will 
make cameo appearances as Singham 
and Simmba, respectively. Rohit Shetty, 
Karan Johar, Aruna Bhatia, Hiroo Yash 
Johar and Apoorva Mehta have joined 
hands to bankroll Sooryavanshi.

Mumbai, Agency. 

Romi Dev, wife of cricket legend Kapil Dev, is 
thrilled to have actors Deepika Padukone and 
Ranveer Singh play the real life couple in 83, a film which brings on screen the story of India’s first World Cup win. Deepika recently shared her first look from the film as Romi, where she is seen sporting a bob haircut and flaunting a 
black polo-neck top with cream bottom. Also in 
the picture was Ranveer, who plays Kapil Dev in the sports drama, in the official Team India 
blazer. “It feels wonderful to see Ranveer and 
Deepika play us. The way Ranveer has worked, 
it’s obviously something which has been close to 
his heart. It was something he was very excited 
to do so the sheer dedication and hardwork 
is absolutely amazing,” Romi told PTI. “I have 
also seen the picture Deepika shared. How can 

Deepika ever not look amazing. We had met and 
more or less spent the whole day chatting. I loved 
chatting with her. We had a pleasant day and a 
very easy conversation about general stuff,” she 
adds. Directed by Kabir Khan, 83 will chronicle 
India’s win under Kapil Dev’s captainship, when the team defeated West Indies in the final to clinch their first-ever World Cup trophy in 1983. 
Romi Dev says the very idea that someone went 
ahead to chronicle the story of the historic win 
is special. “It certainly feels very gratifying, 
rewarding. After all these years, these people 
(the makers) have managed to recreate the 
magic.” For Romi, the World Cup win took time to 
sink in, with both, Kapil and her, realising its true 
magnitude years later. “The thing I realise today, 
when I think back to 37 years ago, is how silly we 
were. The extreme joy is of course unparalleled. 
If someone were to ask me, it would be in the top 

three moments of my life. “But the magnanimity 
and the worth of it, I think we realised overtime. 
At that time it was just so much joy and 
excitement. You realise the importance of the 
event much later as it begins to sink in.” Romi 
Dev says the conversation between her and Kapil 
before the tournament began was “general”, but 
the feeling post the win was of “wonder and awe.” As the film gears up to release on April 10, Romi 
says her expectations with it is that it reaches out 
to all those who have heard about the win, but 
have not experienced it. “It has been 37 years. 
The younger lot may have heard about it. But 
probably not experienced the magic. The Indian 
team is a completely different ballgame now. So 
the sheer magic of it or the essence of it can get across with the film,” she adds. 83 is produced by 
Madhu Mantena, Vishnu Induri and Kabir Khan, 
and presented by Reliance Entertainment.

Feels wonderful to see Ranveer, 
Deepika play us: Romi Dev on 83

Mumbai, Agency. 

Best remembered for Maine Pyar Kiya, Bhagyashree, who is back after a gap of almost a decade with a slew of films, says she still feels like 
a newcomer. The actor, who made foray into movies with the 1989 
movie, which also marked lead debut of superstar Salman Khan, returned to films this year with Kannada project Seetharama Kalyana. Her last film was Red Alert: The War Within (2010). Bhagyashree has three films in the pipeline – Kitty Party, Telugu remake of 2 States, in 
which she will be essaying the part played by Revathy in the Hindi film and a pivotal role in Prabhas’ upcoming movie, tentatively titled 
Prabhas 20. “People will get to see a completely new Bhagyashree in 
every movie. I am enjoying this phase as I’m getting to play different 
roles. I feel like a newcomer as I am learning things now,” she told PTI 
in an interview here. She revealed she has signed one more movie, 
which is in Hindi but can’t talk about it, till the producers announce it officially. “All the work that I am doing is different from one another. 
Everyone knows about 2 States remake and I feel really pleased playing 
the part. Kitty Party as the name suggests, is about women from the 
higher strata of society and how their lives intermingle. “Prabhas 20 
is a surprise package. It requires 
a skill set that I have never done 
before. I had to practise quite 
a lot to get it. Everything I am 
doing is poles apart from each 
other,” she added. Bhagyashree 
said as society has evolved, the 
audiences have become open to 
different kinds of storytelling. “There are films that have larger 
than life persona but that will be 
few, and in between, the major 
change that has happened is 
you need relatable characters. 
It is not just about hero and 
heroine. It is about each and every character today. “It is an interesting phenomenon. A generation back, there were films that were larger than life, the character had to be a little louder, flamboyant. It is not 
that there aren’t such parts today but you still have to be someone you 
know.” She said playing real characters is challenging in a way. “When 
you play these roles one should not go over the top and not underplay 
it as well, there is a thin demarcating line in between, you have to ace 
that. As a performer you are challenged, which is good,” she added. Considering the fierce competition and scrutiny in an actor’s life 
today, Bhagyashree believes people have lost touch with their real self, which she finds sad. “The parameters have just risen to another level. 
I think people have lost touch with their real self and it is all about 
projecting a certain image to the outside world. Unfortunately in doing 
that, they lose themselves and it is that loss of themselves that creates 
mental issues. As an actor, Bhagyashree is happy that she is not under any kind of pressure, including that of a film riding on her shoulders. “No one is going to point fingers at you and say the film didn’t work 
because of you. My personal journey has helped me open up about life 
and people. A few years ago, I had a health scare, I felt, life is too short 
and I should do things that I want to do without placing myself under 
any parameters or restrictions. “The personal me has also evolved and 
that makes it possible for me to reach out to more characters and do 
work that is challenging,” she added. Bhagyashree had suffered from acute calcific tendinitis and that kept her away from work. The actor 
said she still enjoys being noticed as the Maine Pyaar Kiya girl and 
hopes people accept her in her upcoming projects. “When people look 
at me and say I am part of their childhood memory or teenage years, 
it feels wonderful. It is so good that the character stayed for three-
generation or three decades. I hope the characters that I am going to 
play in future will also be remembered.” Bhagyashree was talking on 
the sidelines of an event, Dear Lottery, early this week.

New Delhi, Agency. 

A still of Kangana Ranaut as late Tamil Nadu chief minister 
Jayalalithaa in upcoming biopic Thalaivi was released on 
the latter’s 72nd birth anniversary. The still was posted by 
Kangana’s sister Rangoli Chandel on Twitter. The still shows 
Kangana in a white saree, also sporting the recognisable 
red bindi. Kangana bears an uncanny resemblance to 

Jayalalithaa. This is more realistic than 
Kangana’s earlier look that was widely 
criticised on social media for too much use of 
CGI to give Kangana a chubbier look. Thalaivi 
is being helmed by AL Vijay on a script 
penned by KV Vijayendra Prasad. Apart from 
Kangana Ranaut as Jayalalithaa and Arvind 
Swami as MGR, industry buzz suggests the film also stars Jisshu Sengupta as Shoban 
Babu, Madhoo as Janaki Ramachandran 
and Poorna as Sasikala Natarajan. Director 
Vijay recently spoke to Indianexpress.com 
about his approach to Thalaivi. He said, 
“Our biopic intends to celebrate madam 
Jayalalithaa. At the same time, we aim to 
give a good cinematic experience to the 
audience. She was a warrior woman, and her 
story deserves to be told.” He added, “The film is written by KV Vijayendra Prasad sir, 
who penned Baahubali and Manikarnika: 

The Queen of Jhansi. As a team, we are aware that screen adaptations of the lives of the famous tread a fine line—what 
and what not to show. I am eternally grateful to J Deepak, 
nephew of madam Jayalalithaa, who has given us the ‘green 
signal’.” Thalaivi will be released simultaneously in Hindi, 
Tamil and Telugu on June 26.

I feel like a newcomer 
Bhagyashree

Kangana Ranaut looks exactly like 

Jayalalithaa in new Thalaivi still
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