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FIRST COLUMN

Kolkata, Agency.  A massive fire broke out 
in a cluster of shanties in the Rajabazar 
area in central Kolkata on Sunday and it 
was doused after a two-hour operation, 
fire brigade officials said. No casualties 
were reported as people were alerted on 
time and moved to safer places, they said. 
The officials said 12 fire tenders battled 
the flames that broke out around 2.10 
pm in the Chaulpatti area. The fire was 
doused around 4:15 pm, they said. Fire 
Services Minister Sujit Bose said the fire 
was first spotted in a room that contained 
combustible materials. The fire soon spread 
to hutments adjacent to the room, he said. 
Fire fighters prevented the flames from 
spreading and the blaze was doused within 
two hours, Bose said. Traffic was diverted 
in the area and a part of it was cordoned off 
to facilitate fire fighting operations.

Fire in Kolkata’s 
Rajabazar area doused 
after 2-hour operation

Chandigarh, Agency.  FEW DAYS after 
Chandigarh Municipal Commissioner 
K K Yadav introduced GPS watches to 
track the movement of employees during 
working hours, sanitation workers have 
come up with a new reason not to wear 
the new gadgets. They say after wearing 
the watches, they get a sensation of 
“whirling” and feel giddy. The employees 
in a written communication stated that 
“their workers can even die” after wearing 
these watches and it affects their privacy 
as there were attempts to make them 
“bonded labour”. The decision to introduce 
the GPS watches was taken after several 
employees, including these sanitation 
workers, were found absent from their 
original designated place of work and 
were working at the private residences of 
politicians, bureaucrats and other retired 
officers. Most of them were found missing 
in one inspection by the Commissioner 
a few months ago. Now salaries will be 
calculated on the basis of these watches. 
The sanitation workers say that they 
have given time till February 27 to the 
Municipal Commissioner to withdraw this 
decision, else they will begin an indefinite 
strike. Speaking to Chandigarh Newsline, 
Krishan Chadha, president of the Sanitation 
Workers’ Union, said, “One Rampal started 
feeling giddy the moment he wore the 
watch. Also, even the women workers 
who wore felt like vomiting. Who will be 
responsible if anyone dies?” Asked how 
these watches which are there to track them 
could make them ill, Chadha said, “These 
watches have sensors that are leading to all 
this. Earlier sensors were used in vehicles 
and now they are being used on we humans 
to track. We won’t let our workers wear 
these watches.”

Sanitation staff’s new plea 
for not wearing GPS watches: 
Feeling giddy and sick

Chandigarh, Agency.  The Box Office 
Digital Film Festival and Awards organised 
by PTC Network will be held on Monday. 
Addressing a gathering on Sunday, PTC 
Network managing director Rabindra 
Narayan said, “We are making digital films. 
Many people say that the audience will be 
less for digital films as compared to the 
mainstream cinema but I am telling you, you 
will be surprised to know that digital films 
have more audience.’’ On the global appeal 
of digital films, Narayan said, “We have got 
viewers from countries like USA, Canada 
and Australia, where around over one lakh 
people have viewed our films at one time. It 
is a remarkable achievement for us.” 

PTC Network’s Punjabi 
digital film awards in 
Chandigarh today

Mukesh Kumar Thakur, New Delhi. 

Hours after UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres 
said he was ready to help if India and Pakistan agreed, 
India underlined that there is “no role or scope for third 
party mediation” on the Kashmir issue. Guterres said in 
Islamabad Sunday that it was important for India and 
Pakistan to de-escalate “militarily and verbally” and 
exercise “maximum restraint”. “I offered my good offices 
from the beginning. I am ready to help if both countries 
agree for mediation,” the UN chief said, as he began a four-
day visit to Pakistan. In response, the Ministry of External 
Affairs spokesperson Raveesh Kumar said: “India’s position 
has not changed. Jammu & Kashmir has been, is and will 
continue to be an integral part of India. The issue that needs 
to be addressed is that of vacation of the territories illegally 
and forcibly occupied by Pakistan. Further issues, if any, 

would be discussed bilaterally. There is no role or scope 
for third party mediation.” Kumar said: “We hope the UN 
Secretary-General would emphasize on the imperative for 
Pakistan to take credible, sustained and irreversible action 
to put an end to cross-border terrorism against India, which 
threatens the most fundamental human right the right to 
life, of the people of India, including in J&K.”  Usually, the UN 
chief doesn’t wade into the Kashmir dispute, and it is rare 
for the Indian government to comment on the Secretary-
General’s statements. New Delhi has, in the last six months, 
made it clear to the US as well that there was no role for 
third-party mediation, while responding to US President 
Donald Trump’s offer. Addressing a press conference 
after meeting Pakistan Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood 
Qureshi, the UN Secretary-General said he was “deeply 
concerned” over the situation in J&K and tensions along the 
LoC. “Diplomacy and dialogue remain the only tools that 
guarantee peace and stability with solutions in accordance 
with the Charter of United Nations and resolutions of the 
Security Council,” Guterres told reporters. 

India says no to UN chief’s 
offer of mediation with Pakistan

Hyderabad, Agency.   

A woman was stabbed by a co-passenger 
with a knife on a bus near Gandhi Bhavan 
in Hyderabad late Sunday night, police 
said on Monday. An argument over 
seats reserved for women, where the 
accused was seated, is what is believed 
to have led the man to commit the 
crime. Speaking to indianexpress.com, 
Afzalgunj inspector P Gyanender Reddy 
said the woman sustained a cut on the 
left of her abdomen when the incident 
took place at around 11 pm. “There were 
around 50-55 passengers on the bus. The 
incident took place near Gandhi Bhavan. 
The woman had boarded the bus at AG 
office and the man was traveling from 
Secunderabad. We don’t think he was 

under the influence of alcohol. We are 
in the process of identifying him,” the 
inspector said. “She received 10 stitches. 
The cut would be around half-an-inch 
deep. She is said to be stable,” he added. 

A case has been registered on 
charges of attempt to murder. Police 
have also summoned the driver and 
conductor of the bus for their statement. 
The examination of CCTV footage is 
underway. The bus in which the woman 
was travelling was crowded keeping 
in mind Numaish, the annual all India 
industrial exhibition, has been extended 
till February 18. “She had an argument 
with the man who was seated on one 
of the seats reserved for women. In the 
mele, she beat him, that possibly enraged 
him further,” the inspector said.

Woman stabbed after argument 
over bus seat near Gandhi Bhavan

New Delhi, Agency. 

The Supreme Court on Monday said that criticised 
the central government for not following Delhi High 
Court 2010 order granting permanent commission 
to women Army officers and said the submissions 
of Centre against it were based on “sex stereotypes”. 
Upholding the Delhi HC order the apex court said 
that the permanent commission will apply to all 
women officers in the Army in service, irrespective 
of their years of service. 

Citing cases of women’s contribution to the 
armed forces, Justice DY Chandrachud while reading 
the order said that the contentions of the Centre 
regarding the issue of physiological limitations and 
social norms to deny an opportunity to women 
officers are disturbing and can’t be accepted. It 
also ruled that absolute exclusion of women from 
command appointments and considering them 
only for staff appointments indefensible and that 
they should be considered for command posts on 
case to case basis. In May last year, the Centre in an 
affidavit had said that women Army officers who 
had completed 14 years of short service commission 
will be allowed to remain in service till they 
completed 20 years of service so that they become 
eligible for pensionary benefits, implying they will 
not be granted permanent commission. Advocate 
Meenakshi Lekhi termed it a “fantastic decision” 

by the court. “Government’s political will has been 
implemented. Now, the court has implemented it and 
flaked the authorities who were not implementing 
it,” she sharted. Women Army officers who moved 
the Supreme Court for a permanent commission 
had in February this countered objections raised 
by the Centre against giving them command posts 
in the ten command support arms where they are 
currently working saying denying them the posts 
will be an “extremely retrograde step” and “will 
inflict irreparable injury” to their dignity. In their 
written submission, filed through senior Advocate 
Aishwarya Bhati, the officers also objected to the 
contention that given the current composition of the 
largely male Army and the background of the troops, 
they “are not yet mentally schooled to accept WOs 
(Woman Officers) in command of Units”.

Permanent commission for women in Army : SC upholds 
Delhi HC verdict, raps Centre over ‘sex stereotypes’

‘Garibi chupao’: Shiv Sena says Trump’s India 
visit preparations show ‘slave mentality’

Mumbai, Agency.   

The Shiv Sena on Monday said the 
ongoing preparation for the much 
awaited visit of US President Donald 
Trump is a reflection of the “slave 
mentality” of Indians. Trump’s India 
trip is like the visit of a “Badshah” 
(emperor), an editorial in Sena 
mouthpiece ‘Saamana’ said. Taking 
a dig at the construction of a wall on 
a plot having several slum structures 
in Ahmedabad ahead of Trump’s visit 
there, the Sena said the US president’s 
trip would neither stop the fall of 
rupee’s value in forex market nor 
offer betterment to those (slum 
dwellers) behind the wall. “Before 
Independence, British King or Queen 
used to visit one of their slave nations 
like India. The kind of preparations 
going on from taxpayers’ money for 
the arrival of Trump is similar to it. 
This reflects the slave mentality of 
Indians,” it said. The Sena also took 
a swipe at Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi over the Ahmedabad Municipal 
Corporation’s (AMC) move to build 
wall on a plot to “hide the slums” on 
the route through which Trump’s 
convoy would pass.

“Former prime minister Indira 
Gandhi had once given the slogan 
‘Garibi Hatao’, which was ridiculed 
for a long time. It seems now Modi’s 
plan is ‘Garibi chupao’ (hide poverty),” 
the Marathi publication said. Is there 
any financial allocation for such a 
wall being built in Ahmedabad? Is 
the US going to offer loan to India to 
build such walls across the country? 
it wondered. “We have heard Trump 
is going to be in Ahmedabad for only 
three hours but the wall construction 
is costing almost Rs 100 crore to 
the state exchequer,” it said. It is 
basically a political arrangement 

between Prime Minister Modi and US 
President Trump, the Sena claimed. 
Last year, ‘Howdy, Modi!’ (a mega 
event jointly addressed by the Indian 
prime minister and Trump) was 
organised in the US, it noted. A similar 
programme, “Kem Chho Trump” 
(Gujarati expression for how are you 
Trump), has been now organised 
(in Ahmedabad) ahead of the US 
elections, chiefly because of a sizable 
number of Gujarati people living in 
America, the Shiv Sena claimed. “But 
this visit of President Trump is neither 
going to stop further fall of rupee in 
the forex market nor offer betterment 
to those behind the wall (being built in 
front of slums in Ahmedabad),” it said. 
The Sena said Trump is “not someone 
very wise or a statesman or someone 
who cares for the whole world”, but 
he has to be treated with respect as he 
represents the mighty US. “Sometimes 

you have to treat someone with 
respect to get your things done,” it 
quipped. The AMC on Friday said the 
construction of the wall, around four 
feet in height, was approved much 
before Trump’s Gujarat visit was 
finalised. Trump is scheduled to visit 
Modi’s home state Gujarat on February 
24. He will visit the famous Sabarmati 
Ashram in Ahmedabad and take part 
in a roadshow with Modi. After that, 
the two leaders will inaugurate a 
new cricket stadium in Motera and 
address a gathering there, with an 
expected audience of over a lakh 
people. While it was earlier speculated 
that the programme would be called 
‘Kem Chho Trump’, the Ahmedabad 
Municipal Corporation on Sunday 
tweeted a series of posters confirming 
that the event is now christened as 
‘Namaste Trump’, apparently to give it 
a pan-India appeal.

CAA is in national interest, there will be no rethink
PM Modi underlines : “Mahadev ke aashirvaad se desh aaj wo faisle bhi le raha hai jo hamesha pichhe chhod diye jaate the

Varanasi, Agency.   

In the face of raging countrywide protests 
against the Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA), 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Sunday 
asserted emphatically that there would be no 
rethink on the new law enacted by Parliament.
He said steps such as enacting the CAA and 
removing the special status of Jammu and 
Kashmir were necessary in the national 
interest, and were taken despite pressure from 
all sides. His government, Modi told a public 
meeting during a day-long visit to his Lok Sabha 
constituency, was taking decisions which had 
always been avoided. “Mahadev ke aashirvaad 
se desh aaj wo faisle bhi le raha hai jo hamesha 
pichhe chhod diye jaate the. 

Jammu-Kashmir se Article 370 hatane ka 
faisla ho, ya phir Citizenship Amendment Act, 
barson se desh ko in faislon ka intezaar tha. 
Desh hith main yeh faisle zaroori the. Aur duniya 
bhar ke saarey dabao ke bawjood in faislon par 
hum qayam hain aur qayam rahenge (With 
the blessings of Lord Shiva, the country is now 
taking decisions that were always left behind. Be 
it the scrapping of Article 370 from Jammu and 
Kashmir or the Citizenship Amendment Act, the 

country had been waiting for these decisions 
for years. These decisions were necessary in 
the interest of the nation. In spite of pressure 
from all over the world, we remain firm on 
these decisions, and will continue to remain 
firm),” the Prime Minister said. The Prime 
Minister’s assertion came days after his party 
was defeated in the Assembly elections in Delhi, 
the campaign for which saw a highly charged 
debate on the CAA and the protests at Shaheen 
Bagh, where a group of women, supported by 
a cross-section of society, have been holding a 
sit-in for two months now. Since the passage 
of the CAA in December last year, hundreds of 
thousands of protesters have come out in the 

streets in cities and towns across India, taking 
the government by surprise. Modi claimed his 
government was working for the poor, and 
was improving the life of the last individual 
standing in line. Previous governments, Modi 
said, had paid no attention to the problems of 
people in the last rows because their “political 
interests would be served not by resolving 
issues but by complicating them”. “But the 
situation is changing now,” he said. “The 
country is changing. The person in the last row 
is now being given top priority.”Listing out key 
decisions taken by his government, Modi also 
referred to the trust set up for the construction 
of the Ram temple in Ayodhya, and asserted 

that it would work without losing any time. 
“A trust has been formed for the construction 
of a grand Ram temple in Ayodhya. This trust 
will work rapidly.” Work on the construction 
of “Ram dham” would proceed with speed, he 
said, adding that the government had decided 
to transfer the entire 67 acres of land in 
Ayodhya to the trust. During the visit, the Prime 
Minister either launched or laid the foundation 
stones for 36 projects worth Rs 1,254 crore in 
his constituency. He also flagged off by video 
link IRCTC’s Maha Kaal Express, the country’s 
first overnight private train that will connect 
the pilgrimage centres of Varanasi, Ujjain, 
and Omkareshwar. Modi unveiled the Pandit 
Deendayal Upadhyay Memorial on campus at 
the Sugarcane Development Research Institute. 
He said Upadhyay had shown India the path 
of “antyodaya”, and that future generations 
would continue to be inspired by his thoughts. 
“I believe that Pandit Deendayal Upadhyay’s 
soul, wherever it is, it keeps giving us belssings. 
It constantly gives us inspiration. Because 
we work towards our responsibility to help 
people on the margins of society, Dalits, the 
oppressed… We are using our life to serve 
them,” Modi said.
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Manmohan Singh asked me if he should quit after 
Rahul ordinance episode : Montek Ahluwalia

Sabarimala case: Supreme Court to 
begin day-to-day hearing today

New Delhi,, Agency. 

After the Rahul Gandhi ordinance-trashing 
episode of 2013, the then prime minister 
Manmohan Singh asked Montek Singh 
Ahluwalia whether he thought he should 
resign, the former deputy chairman of 
the now-defunct Planning Commission 
says. Ahluwalia says he told Singh, who 
was then on a visit to the US, that he did 
not think a resignation on this issue was 
appropriate. In a major embarrassment to 
his own government, Rahul had denounced 
the controversial ordinance brought by 
the UPA dispensation to negate a Supreme 
Court verdict on convicted lawmakers. He 
had termed it as “complete nonsense” that 
should be “torn up and thrown away”. 

Singh, while returning home from the 
US, had ruled out his resignation though he 
appeared piqued over the entire episode. 
“I was part of the PM’s delegation in New 
York and my brother Sanjeev, who had 
retired from the IAS, telephoned to say he 
had written a piece that was very critical of 
the PM. He had emailed it to me and said he 
hoped I didn’t find it embarrassing,” recalls 
Ahluwalia. The article was widely reported 
in the media with reference to the author 
being Ahluwalia’s brother. “The first thing I 

did was to take the text across to the PM’s 
suite because I wanted him to hear about it 
first from me. He read it in silence and, at 
first, made no comment. Then, he suddenly 
asked me whether I thought he should 
resign,” Ahluwalia writes in his new book 
“Backstage: The Story behind India’s High 
Growth Years”. “I thought about it for a while 
and said I did not think a resignation on this 
issue was appropriate. I wondered then 
whether I was simply saying what I thought 

he would like to hear but on reflection I am 
convinced I gave him honest advice,” he 
reasons. The incident was still a hot subject 
of discussion when Singh returned to New 
Delhi. “Most of my friends agreed with 
Sanjeev. They felt the PM had for too long 
accepted the constraints under which he 
had to operate and this had tarnished his 
reputation. The rubbishing of the ordinance 
was seen as demeaning the office of the PM 
and justified resigning on principle. I did 

not agree,” Ahluwalia writes. He argues that 
the incident highlighted an important fault 
line in the UPA. “The Congress saw Rahul as 
the natural leader of the party and wanted 
him to take a larger role. In this situation, as 
soon as Rahul expressed his opposition to 
the ordinance, senior Congress politicians, 
who had earlier supported the proposed 
ordinance in the Cabinet and even 
defended it publicly, promptly changed 
their position,” he says. Ahluwalia, who 
served as one of India’s senior economic 
policymakers for three decades, calls his 
book, published by Rupa, a travelogue of 
India’s journey of economic reforms “in 
which I had the privilege of being an insider 
for 30 long years”. Ahluwalia, who played a 
key role in the transformation of India from 
a state-run to a market-based economy, 
presents the story behind the country’s 
economic growth in the first half of the 
UPA’s tenure as well as its achievements in 
poverty alleviation. He also discusses the 
successes and failures of the UPA regime 
during which period he served as deputy 
chairman of the Planning Commission, a 
Cabinet-level position. He mentions about 
the policy paralysis and allegations of 
corruption that came to mark the last few 
years of UPA 2.

Meerut, Agency. 

A 19-year-old girl was shot dead 
by her cousin brother in Meerut’s 
Sardhana area on Sunday for 
allegedly seeing a man despite 
her family’s disapproval. Police 
have arrested the girl’s cousin 
brother Prashant (25), his father 
Dharamveer (55), and the girl’s 
father Jayvinder (45). “On Saturday, 
Tanya had gone to stay at her uncle’s 
place at Garhi village where his son 
Prashant, who was opposed to his 
cousin sister frequently meeting a man, fired 
three bullets at her, killing her on the spot,” 
Sardhana Police Station in-charge Bhupendra 
Chaudhary said. According to the police, 
Tanya, a student of Class XII who belongs to 
a Jat family, was keen to marry a man from 
her village, who her family disapproved of. 
the family members had even confined her 
in the house for three days, said police. Police 
said that after killing Tanya, the family tried 
to hide the murder by telling the neighbours 
that an unknown person had shot her dead. 
However, when the police reached the house 

they became suspicious about the family’s 
claim. “For more than three hours, the family 
did not disclose that Tanya was killed. They 
informed the neighbours that Tanya was 
killed by an unidentified man. Only after they 
wiped out bloodstains in the room where she 
was shot dead, the informed the police. When 
we reached the place along with forensic 
experts, we found that there was blood on 
walls while the floor was completely clean. 
This made us suspicious of honour killing 
behind the murder, and finally led to arrest of 
her family members,” said Superintendent of 
Police (Meerut Rural) Avinash Pandey.

Gandhinagar, Agency. 

COP13, 13th Conference of the Parties, Convention on Migratory 
Species, United Nations, cllimate crisis, Amy Fraenkel, 
gandhinagar news, gujarat news, indian express newsSetting 
the stage for the 13th Conference of the Parties (COP13) to the 
Convention on Migratory Species (CMS) of the United Nations 

here, on Sunday, the Convention’s 
Executive Secretary Amy Fraenkel 
said it is being organised at a very 
critical time when around one 
million species, including migratory 
species, are feared to be extinct 
in next decade. The event is being 
organised at Mahatma Mandir as 
India is hosting the global UN event 
for the first time. The conference 
is to be inaugurated by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi through 
videoconference on Monday. And 

before the conference, pre-events have started at the venue 
since Saturday. Fraenkel was speaking at a high-level panel 
discussion where leaders and experts from various countries 
discussed the challenges related to ecology and conservation of 
wildlife with special focus on migratory species. India’s Union 
Minister of Environment, Forest & Climate Change (MoEF&CC) 
Prakash Javadekar and his junior minister in the ministry Babul 
Supriyo were also among the panelists. Citing a recent and 
widely discussed global report on biodiversity and ecosystem, 
Fraenkel added, “We could lose a million species to extinction 
in coming decade. That includes many insects, but that also 
includes many migratory species and of course, many migratory 
species depend on insects for their survival.” Speaking on the 
occasion, Javadekar expressed happiness over India hosting the 
convention for the first time. 

New Delhi, Agency. 

A nine-judge bench of the Supreme Court 
will Monday begin the day-to-day hearings 
on cases of discrimination against women 
at various religious places, including the 
Sabarimala temple in Kerala. The bench 
comprising Chief Justice of India S A Bobde 
and Justices R Banumathi, Ashok Bhushan, 
L Nageswara Rao, M M Shantanagoudar, S 
A Nazeer, R Subhash Reddy, B R Gavai and 
Surya Kant, have framed seven questions 
that will be taken up by the court. 

The nine-judge Bench, which a week 
ago clarified it won’t be deciding the review 
petition but only lay down the general law 
to be followed, will examine the “scope 
and ambit of right to freedom of religion 
under Article 25 of the Constitution” 
and the “inter-play between the rights 
of persons under Article 25… and rights 

of religious denomination under Article 
26”. The seven questions framed by the 
bench include those on scope and ambit of 
religious freedom and interplay between 
religious freedom and freedom of beliefs of  
religious denominations. 

The bench said it’s nine-judge bench will 
deal with the right to freedom of religion 
under Article 25 of the Constitution and 
its interplay with the right of various 
religious denominations. The Sabarimala 
reference to the nine-judge Bench 
followed the September 19, 2019 decision 
of a five-judge Bench, headed by then CJI 
Ranjan Gogoi, to keep review petitions, 
challenging its September 28, 2018 order 
that lifted age restrictions on the entry of 
women to the hill shrine in Kerala, pending 
till a larger bench took a call on certain 
questions arising from it.

Vadodara, Agency. 

The Kevadia Zoological Park and Safari, 
located about 2 km from the Statue of Unity, 
will be opened to public from Tuesday for a 
short ‘trial run’, officials said. The tickets for 
the safari are up for sale on the website of the 
Statue of Unity. Officials said that the park 
will see a formal inauguration soon. Spread 
over an area of 558,240 square metres on the 
right bank of the Narmada River, downstream 
the Sardar Sarovar Narmada Dam, the Safari 
park will house over 170 species of fauna, 
covering various biomes of Africa, Australia, 
Asia and America. 

The official website also states, “Visitors will 
also be able to spot India’s endangered species, 
which includes the magnificent big cats such 
as Asiatic lion, Royal Bengal Tiger and leopard. 
The safari route has been designed such that 
the visitors can view animal activities, spot 
reptiles and watch birds.” The park houses two 
bird aviaries with geodesic design designated 

for Indian and exotic birds spread over an 
area of 1.5 hectares. There are 16 different 
enclosures for carnivores and herbivores 
and the enclosures for different Indian and 
exotic species are made catering to habitat 

requirements of different 
species. According to the Dr R R 
Nala, Director of the Zoological 
Park, the management is only 
looking at a trial run. Nala said, 
“We are testing the facility for 
teething troubles if any once 
people start coming in. It will 
also help get feedback from 
the visitors and make change 
or improvements, if needed.” 
Nala said that while the zoo 
was looking at receiving about 
2,500 tourists per day for the 
first few days, the number has 
not yet been capped. “We have 
not decided on the number 
of tourists yet. So far, we are 

beginning with about 2,500. If all goes well, it 
could go up to 5,000.” The tickets, priced at Rs 
200 per person adult and Rs 125 for children 
will be available online as well as at the ticket 
counter in Kevadia, Nala said.

Gujarat : Kevadia safari park to open 
tomorrow for short trial run

Rampur, Agency. 

A STRONG room built in the 1930s to 
withstand bombs and war is set to be felled 
by a family dispute that lies at the heart of 
the country’s longest-running civil suit. 
However, before that, the authorities in 
UP have to be able to open it. A few weeks 
of drilling has so far yielded only a note-
book size hole into its six-tonne, two-lock 
door, after which the court ordered a stay. 
Meanwhile, as the squabbling Rampur 
royals wait with bated breath, speculation 
is rife about what lies inside. Hidden deep 
in the centre of the 220-room, 450-acre 
Khas Bagh Kothi, accessible only through 
the master bedroom, the strong room has 
been seen by few even within the royals, one 
branch of which includes former Congress 
MP Noor Bano Begum. But the legend 
of its riches, which occupies Rampur’s 
marketplaces, tea stalls, even lawyers’ 
chambers at the Collectorate, includes 
gold coins, Kohinoor-type diamonds, gem-
encrusted and gold-hilted Rampuri knives 
and swords, and crowns and tiaras. The 
attempt to open the strong room is part of 
evaluation of the royal inheritance being 
done by the Rampur district court, following 
a Supreme Court order on July 31 last year 
on the dispute within the royal family. Apart 
from Khas Bagh Kothi, two of whose 220 
rooms are still in use by the family, officials 
will be assessing other properties such as 
the 200-acre Kothi Benazir, Sarhari Kunda 
and Shahbad Kothi, all in Rampur. Shahbad 

Kothi includes the famous Lakhi Bagh, so 
named for the one lakh trees planted by the 
Rampur Nawab there. 

Both Benazir as well as Shahbaad are 
home to the family’s mango orchards. Since 
January, officials have been going room to 
room at Khas Bagh Kothi last Monday, an 
armoury yielded 1,000 swords and 315 
rifles before they ran up against the strong 
room. Rampur Nawab Raza Ali Khan had 
been the first of the kingdoms to accede 
to India after Partition, in 1949. In return, 
the Indian government had allowed the 
Nawab full ownership of the properties 
with a guarantee that inheritance would 
be determined on customary law, that is 
go to the eldest son. Raza Ali died in 1966, 
leaving behind three wives, three sons and 
six daughters. His eldest son Murtaza Ali 
Khan was recognised by the government 
as the sole inheritor, which was challenged 
by a brother. The case lasted in court till 
the Supreme Court last year went by the 
Muslim personal law or Shariat, entitling 
women in the family to a share and calling 
for equal division of properties among all 
the descendants. In January, officials of the 
district court arrived at Khas Bagh Kothi to 
put the exercise in motion.Having given up 
trying to cut through the thick metal door 
of the strong room, and to open its intricate 
set of two locks, they have now called in 
an expert welder from Moradabad, court 
officials in Rampur and Delhi said. Following 
objections from one side of the family, the 
district court has barred publication of 

pictures of the strong room “for security 
reasons”. Ironically, the last time the strong 
room was in the news was for a break-in. In 
1980, in what was described by the Uttar 
Pradesh CID at the time as “the biggest ever 
robbery in India”, thieves had made away 
with goods estimated to be worth crores 
(though no one can be sure). The CID put 
the figure at about Rs 2 crore, including 
gold, silver and diamonds. Soon after, a gold 
plate was recovered from the Kothi’s lawns 
and a silver urn from the terrace (which 
is when the servants discovered a breach 
in the roof). Two years later, the CID had 
arrested a CRPF jawan and seized from 
his home 25 gold alums (embossed plates 
used in Moharram processions) worth Rs 
2.4 lakh and 10 pieces of silver relics. Says 
Haidar Ali Khan, the great-grandson of 
Raza Ali and Noor Begum’s grandson, “We 
believe a diamond crown and 60 kg of gold 
were also stolen.” The 30 year-old, who lives 
in the colonial-style Noor House in Rampur 
with other members of his branch of the 
family, is among those who has never seen 
the strong room. Other descendants Nawab 
Mohammad Ali Khan, now based in Goa, and 
sister Shahzaadi Naghad Abedi also say they 
have no idea what the room holds. Both are 
here for the evaluation exercise. Haider Ali, 
who accuses Mohammad Ali and Naghad 
Abedi of neglecting the family inheritance, 
contests, however, that he has a fair idea of 
what is at stake. According to him, a crystal 
throne from the Great Hall is missing as 
is other crystal furniture, and also a bed 
entirely made of gold. “We submitted a list 
of 5,000 items that have disappeared over 
the years, to the Supreme Court. None of the 
palaces is furnished anymore, where has 
the furniture gone?” Haider was present as 
officials took stock of the Khas Bagh Kothi 
armoury Monday. 

Its keys have been with the government 
all along. At the palatial house, walls are 
crumbling, the wooden panelling shows age, 
and alcoves that once held Italian marble 
statues stand empty. Says Naghad Abedi, 
“When Indira Gandhi suspended the privy 
purses, things became difficult. This along 
with the property dispute meant we could 
do nothing to conserve the property. The 
last time this palace was alive was when my 
mother was here. She would host qawwalis 
and anybody from Rampur was welcome.” 
Pointing towards a railway station initially 
built for use by the Rampur Nawab, 
Mohammad Ali also remembers the golden 
era, including travelling in exclusive salons 
with family and friends. The railway station 
is among the properties to be evaluated.

Longest civil suit vs a strong room that can’t 
be breached: royal saga continues in Rampur

‘UN meet at a crucial time when one million species 
feared to be extinct in next decade,’ says Amy Fraenkel

UP: Teen girl shot dead, father 
among three family members held

Kuala Lumpur, Mumbai, Agency. 

India’s halt on Malaysian palm oil imports 
has disrupted global edible oil trade 
flows, with Indonesia diverting supplies 
to feed India, Malaysia rushing to tap 
markets left behind by Jakarta, and India 
substituting palm with other oils. India, 
the top global palm oil buyer, imposed 
restrictions on imports of refined palm 
oil last month, a move sources said was 
retaliation against Malaysia’s criticism of 
New Delhi’s actions in Kashmir and a new 
citizenship law. 

Traders had also held off buying crude 
palm oil from Malaysia. Malaysia’s latest 
palm export data revealed the impact of 
India’s restrictions, with shipments to 
India in January falling 85% from a year 
earlier to 46,876 tonnes, the lowest since 
2011. India accounted for nearly a quarter 
of Malaysia’s total palm oil exports last 
year, and has been the biggest buyer of 
Malaysian palm oil for five years.  To 

compensate, Malaysia dialed up shipments 
to other destinations, with exports to 
Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and Ghana markets 
that have traditionally bought heavily 
from Indonesia all increasing in January 
by more than 100% from the same month 
in 2019. “A rebalancing is happening in 
the palm oil market,” said a Mumbai-
based dealer with a global trading firm. 
“European and price-sensitive Asian 
buyers are switching to Malaysia from 
Indonesia due to lower prices.”Indonesian 
prices have climbed to a rare premium to 
Malaysian levels this year, on expectations 
of higher Indian purchases.

India’s curbs on Malaysian palm 
imports stir up edible oil trade
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AAP’s key projects this term: MCD 
grants, doorstep delivery of ration

New Delhi Correspondent. 

As it comes to power for the third time 
in the capital, two key priorities for the 
new Aam Aadmi Party government 
are both areas that have been hard 
to navigate during its previous 
tenure. According to sources, the 
big projects that the government 
wants to implement are the doorstep 
delivery of ration scheme and project-
specific sanitation grants to municipal 
corporations. The AAP government 
first floated the idea of delivering 
ration to people at their homes in 2018, 
saying it would help fill distribution 
gaps and could also help those who 
queue up outside ration shops only to 
be disappointed. 

The project, however, did not take 
off, with the L-G refusing to sign off on 
it. The cabinet of ministers, including 
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal, had 
held a nine-day sit in at the L-G’s office 
demanding that the project be cleared. 
The L-G had raised objections against 
the plan before the Supreme Court 
judgment, which said the L-G is bound 
by the aid and advice of the cabinet of 

ministers except in areas of law and 
order, land and police. “Our plan is 
ready and we hope to roll it out in the 
next three-six months. We already have 
experience with doorstep delivery of 
services and believe that since this is just 
one product, we will be able to manage 
easily,” said a senior official, who did not 
want to be named. After the L-G’s refusal 
to pass the file, the Centre had issued 
guidelines to states, asking them to start 
a similar service to prevent starvation 
deaths. The second big project that 
AAP wants to get rolling soon is a 
project-based sanitation solution for 

the municipal corporations. The three 
municipal corporations in the city South, 
North and East have demanded more 
funds from the government. The latter 
two have not managed to pay regular 
salaries to its employees several times 
over the past few years. In East Delhi, 
sanitation workers have gone on strike 
repeatedly, demanding better working 
conditions. “Whenever we gave money 
to the corporations to pay salaries, 
they diverted the funds and used it for 
something else. We are now working 
on a project-specific funding pattern, 
whereby funds will be released only 
for that particular project. One of our 
main aims this time around is to make 
sure that Delhi is clean. Since our next 
electoral focus in the city is also the 
corporation polls, the project will help 
people see how well things can work 
if there is coordination between the 
government and the corporations,” 
said the official. The other scheme that 
the government aims to roll out in the 
coming month is free bus rides for 
students, along the lines of free bus rides 
for women. 

New Delhi Correspondent. 

AAP sweeping the Delhi Assembly polls 
has reignited national ambition in the 
eight-year-old party, which so far has 
representatives in the Delhi and Punjab 
assemblies. On Sunday, after the cabinet 
of ministers took oath, senior leader 
Gopal Rai held a meeting with state office 
bearers and in-charges at the CM house. 
“The agenda of the meeting was to discuss 
two things. First, the message of the 
historic win in the Delhi elections purely 
on unprecedented development works 
in Delhi should be disseminated across 
the country… This victory is emphatic 
and decisive as the BJP put in all their 
efforts by deploying the Prime Minister, 
Union Home Minister and CMs from 
other states using their politics of hatred. 
People of Delhi taught BJP a lesson and, 
therefore, AAP’s spectacular win with 62 
out of 70 seats has important national 
significance. Secondly, how this victory can 
be used as a springboard for expanding 
the party nationally,” said Rai. The party 
also launched a campaign to invite people 

to join. “We have launched an extensive 
campaign to invite people to join AAP and 
take part in nation building by giving a 
missed call to 9871010101. The campaign 
was launched nationally on February 11 
and nearly 15 lakh people have already 
expressed interest to join. We want to take 
this campaign to the next stage,” added 
Rai. He said the three-point action plan 
comprises a state-level meeting of active 
volunteers and office bearers, publishing 
posters inviting people to join the ‘nation 
building’ campaign in all legislative 
assembly constituencies in India, and 
press conferences by the state leadership 
in state capitals and major cities.

New Delhi Correspondent. 

As CCTV footage of police hitting students inside the library 
at Jamia Millia Islamia on December 15 went viral on social 
media, the university authorities Sunday sought to distance 
itself and clarified that the administration did not release 
the video. The university, however, confirmed that the video 
was from the university library but did not comment on its 
contents. Jamia Chief Proctor Waseem Ahmad Khan said the 
footage had been given to various agencies and added that 
he didn’t know from where it leaked. In an official statement, 
PRO Ahmed Azeem said, “It 
has come to our notice that 
some video with regard to 
police brutality in Dr Zakir 
Husain Library of the Jamia 
Millia Islamia (JMI) is in 
circulation. This is to clarify 
that the video has not been 
released by the university.” 
“The Jamia Coordination 
Committee, which is actually a Joint Coordination Committee 
(JCC) of students and alumni of JMI, is spearheading the 
movement against CAA/NRC/NPA outside Gate No 7 of the 
university on Maulana Mohammed Ali Jauhar Road. This 
is to clarify that JCC is not an official body of the university. 
Any communication from JCC should not be taken as 
communication from the university,” he added. Azeem also 
added that “a number of Twitter accounts, Facebook pages 
and other users on different social media platforms are 
using Jamia Millia Islamia’s name, creating confusion among 
people”. On the video being from Jamia library, he said, “Prima 
facie the footage seems to be of the MPhil & PhD section of 
the Old Library. Police are investigating the case.” Asked why 
the university did not comment on the violence in the video, 
Azeem said, “We have already spoken about the violence. 

Jamia confirms video from 
library, says didn’t release it

Chanchal Singh, New Delhi

Taking charge for a third time after a 
tenure marked by face-offs with the central 
government, AAP leader and Chief Minister 
Arvind Kejriwal said Sunday that he wanted to 
“work together” with the Centre to make Delhi a 
“world-class city”. Addressing a large gathering 
at the Ramlila Maidan after being sworn-in 
along with six ministers, Kejriwal also said that 
he has forgiven his opponents for their remarks 
against him during a bitter election campaign, 
including calling him “a terrorist”. “I had invited 
the Prime Minister for the ceremony today, but 
he could not make it because he is busy.

 I want the PM to bless us so that we can 
work for the development and progress of 
Delhi,” Kejriwal told a large gathering. Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi was in Varanasi but 
later congratulated Kejriwal “on taking oath 
as Delhi’s CM earlier today”. “Best wishes to 
him for a fruitful tenure,” Modi tweeted. Delhi 
witnessed a heated, and often vicious, campaign 

this time with BJP leaders targetting Kejriwal, 
MoS Anurag Thakur prompting the “Goli maaro” 
chant in reference to the anti-CAA protests, 
and the party’s West Delhi MP Parvesh Sahib 
Singh targetting protesters at Shaheen Bagh in 
an interview where he spoke of them entering 
homes and “raping daughters and sisters”. In his 
speech, delivered nearly a week after AAP won 
62 of 70 seats, Kejriwal said he had “forgiven 
our opposition” for the remarks. “We have to 
do a lot of work in Delhi. I cannot do it alone, 

I need your support in making Delhi the most 
developed and beautiful city in the world. 
I want to work together with everybody. It 
is normal to have tussles between different 
political parties during elections. We have 
forgiven our opposition for whatever remarks 
they made. I would also like to request the 
opposition parties to forget what happened 
during the elections… I want to work together 
with the central government to make Delhi 
a world-class city,” he said. Kejriwal had first 
taken charge in 2013 before quitting within 
two months when the Jan Lokpal Bill was not 
passed, keeping with his image at the time as 
an activist and protester. Since taking oath for 
the second time in 2015, the AAP government 
has made key interventions in education and 
health, apart from reducing electricity and 
water tariffs, to storm back to power. On Sunday, 
sharing the stage with his son and brother, 
Kejriwal said: “Your son has taken the oath as 
CM for the third time. This is not my victory, this 
is your victory. 

Vijay Kumar, New Delhi

The Supreme Court on Monday 
criticised the central government 
for not following Delhi High Court 
2010 order granting permanent 
commission to women Army officers 
and said the submissions of Centre 
against it were based on “sex 
stereotypes”. Citing cases of women’s 
contribution to the armed forces, 
the apex court said that the Centre 
should grant permanent commission 
to women officers. Justice D Y 
Chandrachud while reading out 
the order, however, lauded the 
government’s February 2019 policy 
for granting permanent commission 
to women officers. Women Army 
officers who moved the Supreme Court for a permanent 
commission had earlier countered objections raised by 
the Centre against giving them command posts in the 
ten command support arms where they are currently 
working saying denying them the posts will be an 
“extremely retrograde step” and “will inflict irreparable 
injury” to their dignity. In their written submission, 
filed through senior Advocate Aishwarya Bhati, the 
officers also objected to the contention that given the 
current composition of the largely male Army and the 

background of the troops, they “are not yet mentally 
schooled to accept WOs (Woman Officers) in command 
of Units”. On Independence Day last year, PM Narendra 
Modi had announced the decision to grant permanent 
commission in the armed forces to women officers who 
had been selected through short service commission. 
In March, the defence ministry announced that women 
officers inducted through short service commission 
would be considered for permanent commission in 
eight more branches.

Kejriwal 3.0: Want to work with 
Centre to make Delhi the best

Permanent commission for women in Army: SC upholds 
Delhi HC verdict, raps Centre over ‘sex stereotypes’

At swearing-in, talk of bijli-paani, 
health and a larger role for Kejriwal

Mukesh Kumar Thakur, New Delhi. 

Thousands of people from Delhi and 
beyond gathered at Ramlila Maidan on 
Sunday morning to attend the swearing-
in ceremony of Chief Minister Arvind 
Kejriwal, with many conversations 
around Delhi’s “development under the 
Aam Aadmi Party”, and how the model 
should be “replicated across the nation”. 
Hemant Kumar (35), an accountant from 
Seemapuri, brought his wife, mother 
and one-year-old daughter to see the 
ceremony. “Kejriwal has brought a 
revolution in politics of the country and 
now other states are looking at his model 
of governance and trying to improve. 
People are scared to take and give bribes 
now. Our government schools have 
changed drastically from having tin roofs 
to a proper building; perhaps they can 
be made better if students’ aptitudes are 
assessed and they and their parents are 
encouraged to focus on subjects they like,” 
said Kumar. The oft mentioned subsidised 
electricity and water supply schemes and 
improvement in healthcare cropped up 

in many conversations at the Maidan, but 
there were also some who spoke about 
Kejriwal assuming a larger national role. 
Sabir Ali (58) from Okhla, who came to the 
ceremony with his friend Dr M Rehman, 
said, “Kejriwal keeps everyone’s welfare 
and growth in mind and doesn’t just say 
‘sabka saath, sabka vikas’ for the sake of 
it. His ministers are educated and we need 
people like them. If he keeps working with 
the same vigour as he does now, he can be 
the next PM.”Many at the event said they 

want the government to keep working 
on electricity, water supply, healthcare 
and education and improve them further. 
Others said unemployment and crime also 
need attention. Jitendra Rawat (32) from 
Burari, said, “We voted for development 
and for those who worked to provide 
services to us. In the past five years in 
our area, the condition of unauthorised 
colonies and roads have improved by 80% 
after moving at a slow pace previously. In 
the next term, the government needs to 

work on creating employment because 
that will help curb thefts and other crimes 
in the city. Our MLA has told us he would 
work on this within one month, so we 
will see.” In the crowd were also people 
from other states, who said they came to 
the capital especially for the ceremony. 
Babu Bagdi (40), an AAP supporter, 
travelled over 500 km with his two 
brothers from Pali, Rajasthan, to attend 
the event. “I received a message on my 
phone about the ceremony and decided 
to come. Kejriwal banda bohot badiya hai 
(Kejriwal is a good man). He has improved 
all essential services here, and we need 
someone like him in our state too,” he said. 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi Sunday 
wished “a fruitful tenure” for Delhi Chief 
Minister Arvind Kejriwal. Modi tweeted: 
“I congratulate Shri Arvind Kejriwal on 
taking oath as Delhi’s CM… Best wishes to 
him for a fruitful tenure.” Kejriwal thanked 
Modi and replied, “Thank you for the 
warm wishes sir. I wish you could come 
today, but I understand you were busy. We 
must now work together towards making 
Delhi a city of pride for all Indians.”

AAP plans nation-wide expansion: Roping 
in more volunteers, meetings in states

New Delhi Correspondent. 

The students’ organisation that is coordinating the protests 
against the new citizenship law in Delhi’s Jamia Millia 
Islamia (JMI) has released a video that shows uniformed 
personnel in riot gear indiscriminately beating students 
with batons and lathis inside the university’s library. The 
video is from the evening of December 15, 2019, when 
Delhi Police and the paramilitary Central Reserve Police 
Force (CRPF) entered the campus, ostensibly in pursuit 
of miscreants who had allegedly set buses on fire in the 
vicinity of the university. Some of the men seen attacking 
the students in the video have their faces covered with 
handkerchieves. Delhi Police, who had initially denied 
having ever entered the library, on Sunday said they were 
“verifying” the video, and that it appeared to have been 
“edited”. They also referred to two other videos, which they 
said were from the same evening, and which appeared to 
show protesters as being “prepared with stones”.Tear gas 
shells were fired on campus on December 15, and students 
were lathicharged. Over 100 students were injured, and 
many ended up in hospitals. Two months on, no FIR has 
been registered on the complaints filed against the police 
by the university and students. The video of police action 
inside the library was tweeted by the Jamia Coordination 
Committee (JCC) at 1.41 am on Sunday. By Sunday 
afternoon, two more videos had surfaced online, showing 
men and women rushing inside the library and blocking 
the gate with tables. On Sunday, The Indian Express 
reached out to the Commissioner of Delhi Police Amulya 
Patnaik and several of his top officers for comments on 
the video. Commissioner Patnaik declined to comment. 
Special CP (Crime) Praveer Ranjan said: “We have taken 
cognizance of the videos that have emerged.

 We received footage from JMI a few days ago only 
after repeatedly requesting them to hand it over to us. 
We have to verify the footage, see if it’s been doctored, 
and also establish the chain of sequence.” Asked why 
police had earlier denied entering the library, Ranjan said 
Delhi Police stood by their position that they “entered 
the campus in hot pursuit after rioters started going 
inside the campus and began pelting stones at police”. 
He said that “there is a video of the Joint CP requesting 
them to talk”. Former DCP (Southeast) Chinmoy Biswal, 
who was the officer in charge of the police operation in 
Jamia, declined to comment. Biswal, who was criticised 
for the police highhandedness on December 15, was 
removed from the post by the Election Commission 
ahead of the Delhi Assembly elections. R P Meena, who 
replaced Biswal as DCP (Southeast), was at Shaheen Bagh 
on Sunday along with Additional DCP (Southeast) Kumar 
Gyanesh. Asked for a comment on the video, these two 
officers told The Indian Express: “The matter is with 
the Crime Branch and is being investigated.” A senior 
police officer who declined to be identified said that the 
personnel in riot gear who “can be seen using force” in 
the video were CRPF. A spokesperson for the CRPF said 
on Sunday that he had not seen the video; however, “on 
December 15, the CRPF was deployed with the Delhi 
Police”. Ranjan said that the video appears to have been 
“edited”. He also referred to the two other videos that 
surfaced online on Sunday, which appear to show men 
and women, including some wearing masks, entering the 
library, with at least one individual holding what could 

have been a stone. “It appears that the protesters were 
prepared with stones. Who sits in a library with a mask? 
They were not unarmed. The sequence, once established, 
will clarify everything,” Ranjan said. One of the students 
in the video appears to have a piece of cloth around his 
neck; his face, however, is clearly visible. Delhi Police 
spokesperson M S Randhawa said: “We have received all 
three videos, and we are trying to establish the sequence. 
First video is edited, it appears.” A senior police officer 
said that the first video that the student body released 
is “only half truth”. He said that the police “can enter any 
building or institution when it’s in hot pursuit, and in this 
case ‘rioters’ had entered an institution”. The officer said 
that on December 15, maybe there were “some innocent 
students genuinely studying in the library, but it’s also 
clear that many who entered the library were armed 
protesters”. Jamia university authorities confirmed that 
the video in circulation was from December 15, and was 
from the university library, but said that they did not 
release it. They said the footage had been given to various 
investigating agencies. “It has come to our notice that some 
video with regard to police brutality in Dr Zakir Husain 
Library of the Jamia Millia Islamia (JMI) is in circulation. 
This is to clarify that the video has not been released by 
the university,” university PRO Ahmad Azeem said. The 
44-second video has a time stamp of 6.08 pm. The men in 
riot gear, including helmets, shields, and jackets, are seen 
raining batons on the cowering students, who are seen 
trying to cover their heads and faces with their hands as 
they are beaten. According to the JCC, the footage is of 
the MPhil/PhD reading room in the Old Library building. 
It is the same room in which Mohammad Minhajuddin 
(26), a law student, was assaulted by the police. He has 
lost vision in his left eye due to injuries suffered in the 
attack. On the other two videos released later, Safoora 
Zargar, a JCC member, said, “These are not ‘rioters’ 
entering the library, but scared students trying to escape 
police brutality and tear gas exposure. Anybody with a 
stone in their hand is not a rioter, and whether there are 
stones in the hand is also not clear.” The video drew sharp 
reactions from political leaders. “See the way the Delhi 
police is indiscriminately beating students. A student is 
showing his book but the police personnel is continuing 
to lathicharge. Home Ministry and Delhi Police officials 
lied that they did not enter the library and beat anyone. If 
after seeing this video, action is not taken against anyone 
in the Jamia violence case, the government’s intention 
will be exposed to the entire country,” Priyanka Gandhi 
Vadra of the Congress posted on Twitter. 

Camera nails official denial : Police 
did enter Jamia library, beat students
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Trump’s visit comes when mutually beneficial 
framework of bilateral relationship stands disrupted

Sanjaya Baru
United States President Donald Trump 
arrives in India just about a month 
ahead of the 20th anniversary of the first 
India visit of a US President in the post-
Cold War era. Arriving in March 2000, 
President Bill Clinton inaugurated a new 
phase in state-to-state bilateral relations 
between the US and India by implicitly 
recognising India’s nuclear power 
status, admitting that the line of control 
between India and Pakistan should be 
viewed as the international border so as 
to bury the “Kashmir issue” forever and 
increasing entry visas for Indians that has 
since contributed to the emergence of a 
sizeable community of Indian Americans. 
The Clinton visit occurred against the 
backdrop of a new assessment within 
the American strategic community of 
India’s potential role in the post-Cold 
War era and against the backdrop of the 
rise of China. Condoleezza Rice reflected 
this new thinking in an important essay 
in the influential journal Foreign Affairs 
(January-February 2000) in which she 
suggested that the rise of democratic 
India would be in the interests of the US 
and so the latter ought to be supportive 
of the former. The rise of China and 
of radical Islam and jihadi terrorism 
provided the geopolitical context, the 
growth of an increasingly open Indian 
economy provided the economic 
context. Influenced by this new thinking, 
President George Bush took the next 
steps in strategic partnership and led 
the initiative to promote cooperation 
in the field of civil nuclear energy that 
also explicitly recognised India as a 
nuclear weapons power. As heads of 
state, Clinton and Bush altered US-India 
bilateral relations in a fundamental way. 

President Barack Obama was the only 
US President to visit India twice during 
his tenure but his first visit only helped 
to make up for his earlier missteps of 
not voting in favour of the US-India 
civil nuclear power agreement in the 
US Congress and then naming Richard 
Holbrooke as an emissary to sort out 
the “Kashmir issue”. His second visit 
was more a recognition of the growing 
importance of people-to-people (P2P) 
relations and aimed at promoting 
defence sales to India in the hope that 
the new “muscular” Indian leader, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, would spend 
more money on defence purchases. 
During the nuclear deal negotiations, US 
Congresspersons would often suggest 
that it was a “123 for 126” deal that is, 
they would vote in favour of the 123 
agreement in Congress in the hope 
that India would buy 126 fighter jets 
from the US. That hope remains as yet 
unfulfilled, with the French getting the 
Rafale deal and no decision taken on the 
purchase of US fighter jets. While Obama 
finally came around to sticking to the 

Bush template, the credit for laying the 
foundation for a new and supportive 
post-Cold War relationship between 
the US and India goes singularly to 
President Bush. The mutually beneficial 
framework that Bush helped create to 
promote the bilateral relationship has 
been rudely disrupted by the arrival 
of Donald Trump in Washington DC 
and the turn towards aggressive Hindu 
majoritarianism in India. Trump’s 
“America First” policy offers no space for 
offering India “special and differential” 
treatment on any front, least of all trade. 
With per capita annual national income 
of US $60,000, Trump’s America has 
no qualms declaring India, with a per 
capita annual average national income 
of US $2,000 a “developed economy” 
not deserving of any leniency in trade 
policy. To club China, a $15-trillion 
economy, with a $3-trillion India on 
the trade front is not just stupid but 
an affront to Indian sensibilities. On 
the other hand, such backhanded 
compliments are a consequence of the 
premature celebration of India’s rise 
by a self-congratulatory elite. It has to 
be recognised that neither Democratic 
liberals nor Republican conservatives 
are any longer willing to be supportive 
of the Bush-Rice paradigm that views 
India’s rise in benign and mutually 
beneficial terms. The bipartisan 
consensus in the US on relations with 
India cuts both ways. It covers both 
the positives and the negatives in the 
relationship. Today the relationship 
seems caught in the pincers between 
the inward-orientation of rightwing 
nationalists in both nations. There is 
no reason as yet to believe that this 
unfortunate state of affairs will be 
altered by the Trump visit next week. 
Trump has also moved away from the 
Clinton-Bush framework on India-
Pakistan relations and moved closer 
to Obama’s initial approach of wanting 
to insert the US into the equation 
on Kashmir. Trump’s motives are no 

different from those that initially drove 
Obama namely, to appease Pakistan 
in the hope of securing a peaceful exit 
from Afghanistan. Expect differences to 
persist. At best, India can hope to limit 
the damage Trump may do to strategic 
stability in the region.

There will be much talk about US 
investments in India and increased visas 
for Indians going to the US. Both are driven 
largely by US corporate interests. Given 
the direction of the Modi government’s 
trade policy, one cannot expect any 
dramatic concessions being made. The 
best India can do for the US is to buy 
more defence equipment and ease up on 
some trade restrictions. Defence sales 
to India are an essentially commercial 
activity and much of it can go on even in 
the absence of strategic convergence and 
shared geopolitical perspectives. The US 
has often armed both sides in a conflict, 
interested only in selling arms, not 
resolving disputes. Much is made of Indian 
Americans heading US multinationals 
and the Great Indian Diaspora in the US, 
and many of them get paraded around 
by politicians on such occasions but the 
fact is that they constitute a “brain drain” 
out of India, perhaps as big as the “drain 
of wealth” out of colonial India and into 
imperial Britain that Dadabhai Naoroji 
wrote about in the 19th century. The 
continued neglect of education in India 
is increasing the outmigration of talent, 
offering the US a reservoir of talent. 
While the Indian elite celebrate this out-
migration, the fact is that it is a drain on 
national resources. In sum, therefore, 
with the supportive Bush-Rice doctrine 
defining the post-Cold War US-India 
partnership virtually abandoned, and 
the new Trump doctrine treating India 
as a “developed” economy, demanding 
parity on trade, bilateral relations have 
become uncertain and testy. To hide the 
lack of substance in the relationship the 
Trump visit will focus on hype and Prime 
Minister Modi has perfected the art of 
diplomacy as mass entertainment.

Jojo Rabbit, which won the Oscar for Best Adapted 
Screenplay and was nominated for Best Picture, 
paints a striking view of our times, though it is set in 
Nazi Germany towards the end of Second World War. 
Jojo Beltzer, a boy of 10, is brainwashed to believe that 
all Jews are evil, devil-like creatures, and are against 
Germany and “the Aryan” people. Not surprisingly, 
Jojo who attends “Nazi summer camps” accepts this 
view easily. He has been born and brought up in 
a totalitarian regime, and a version of Hitler is his 
imaginary friend. The human mind is a malleable 
entity. It is easy to mould it to identity with a particular 
worldview, especially in the early phase of our lives. 
So many of us still believe the little superstitions that 
were passed on to us in our childhood. For example, 
“Don’t cross the road if a black cat cuts your path”. 
Such beliefs have no logical or scientific basis. But we 
hold on to them, in all likelihood because they became 
a part of our psyche when we were at our most 
impressionable. Superstitions, of course, are often 
harmless. But there are some seeds that are sown in 
our minds during our childhood that become trees and 
loom large. And these trees are very hard to cut. Some 
of us were told as children that “Muslims are ruthless 
non-vegetarians” or “they hate us”. These ideas, over 
time, can shape how we see people and place certain 
pre-conceived notions about a community in our 
minds. Much like Jojo, we end up de-humanising those 
we do not know. But things change for Jojo, as they 
do for many of us. He encounters a Jewish person, 
realises that things he was told were not true. That 
the friend he makes is as human as he is. The main 
theme of Jojo Rabbit, I think, is the devastating effects 
of false propaganda. The Holocaust, soldiers killing 
each other all the outcome of a lie. Jojo is a child, 
influenced by a state’s lies. But sooner or later, the 
truth does come out. And when it does, he realises 
how wrong he was. Jojo sees the truth through, Elsa, 
a young Jewish woman who his mother is hiding in 
their home. In each of our homes too, in our minds, 
there is a corner where an Elsa stays. Sometimes, 
we can’t see that corner because of blind faith and 
ignorance. But when we do, we come face to face with 
the reality of who we are. As Elsa says to Jojo: “You 
are not a Nazi, Jojo. You are just a 10-year-old kid who 
likes to dress up in a fancy uniform and wants to be 
part of a club.” Sometimes, I think that’s what so many 
of us are. States and political parties use their power 
to spread a particular type of propaganda. This is also 
used as a distraction, to lead the public away from 
the main issues that concern them. False information 
is so easy to spread in these times. What about the 
credibility of that source? Alas, not many people give 
much thought to that. Social media armies, and click 
bait on the internet lure the user in. 
 -Vijay Kumar

Pramod Kumar K G

In 2008, as the programme for “Mantles of Myth” a 
textile conference I was curating was going to print, 
Devdutt Pattnaik wrote in saying that fashion designer 
Wendell Rodricks had a unique story of the first 
Indo-Western garment that merited attention. Later 
at the conference, amidst veteran textile historians, 
revivalists and experts, at every turn, Rodricks’ session 
more than held its own. There was not a single dry eye 
in the room as he recounted the tales of persecution 
and trauma that Konkani ladies underwent in the 
16th century under the Portuguese inquisition. Their 
forced abandoning of traditional garments was to pave 
the way for the first forms of Indo-Western garments 
to emerge in the subcontinent. Clothes that both the 
coloniser and the colonised could accept, keeping their 
respective notions of ritual purity and modesty intact. 
Much before all of this, Rodricks had successfully 
created an eponymous label that brought a couturier’s 
precision to resort wear. His clothes were an ode to 
minimalism and organic fabrics much before these 
terms reached the average fashionista’s lexicon. His 
training in fashion, both in California and Paris, were to 
hold him in good stead and he always surprised women 
by being able to tell their size without bringing out the 
measuring tape. He credited the rigour of his education 
in the US for his great affinity towards costume history 
besides an ability to illustrate his design ideas. A zest 
for originality was instilled post his training in Paris, 
where relentless sessions demanded an ability to create 
new design ideas and novel structural innovations that 
allowed a garment to map out the human body and its 
contours in fresh silhouettes. All of this would later 
allow any length of fabric to emerge from his design 
book as a free-flowing sheath that the trade would 
struggle to categorise as a blouse or a dress or even a 
gown. His short but intense years of professional life in 
Mumbai in the late 1980s, teaching at SNDT Women’s 
University and working at the Garden Silk Mills, then at 
the height of its creativity and popularity, were to give 
him a unique perspective into the mainstream textile 
industry in India. His creative world was in another silo 
and it frequently collided with what was happening 
elsewhere in the fashion industry since he started out 
in 1990. The trauma and aftermath of the Mumbai riots 
and serial bomb blasts of 1993 was to see him move 
base with his team to his native Goa. This allowed 
him to steer clear of designer traps that others often 
succumbed to within the ebbs and flows of seasons 
and colours. It was not as if he didn’t understand any of 
this, it was just that his metier understood the flow of 
India in a more deeply satisfying personal way and he 
chose to manifest his creative impulses in an altogether 
different manner. Pared down, devoid of fuss, clothes 
that moved seamlessly from day to night, careful choice 
of materials and superb tailoring that was rarely visible 
but needed oodles of innovation for its construction 
to be realised. Wendell and Jerome’s (his partner) 
hospitality became legendary. Their table groaned 
under the weight of the most delectable food that Goa 
had to offer, all served with dollops of trademark wit 
and quick repartee that would frequently catch an 
uninitiated visitor unaware.

The film, Jojo Rabbit, has important 
insights on the dangers of propaganda

Wendell Rodricks’ clothes were 
an ode to minimalism and organic 
fabrics much before these terms 

became fashionable

Ashok Gulati , Sandip Das
If there is one thing that bewilders a 
reader of the Union budget for 2020-
21 in the agri-food space, it is the 
massive reduction in food subsidy. The 
revised estimates (RE) for food subsidy 
for 2019-20 have been slashed by a 
whopping Rs 75,552 crore from the 
budgeted estimate (BE) of Rs 1,84,220 
crore to Rs 1,08,668 crore (RE). For the 
next fiscal year, the budget estimate 
has been kept at Rs 1,15,570 crore. 
One wonders whether any major 
reforms have been undertaken in 
the grain management system or in 
the National Food Security Act such 
that this massive reduction in budget 
estimates is feasible. Alas, it’s only a 
sleight of hand by our financial experts 
at the ministry of finance. The Food 
Corporation of India (FCI) has been 
asked to borrow more from a myriad 
sources, but most importantly from the 
National Small Savings Fund (NSSF). 

An item that should have been in 
the budget, is now getting reflected 
as outstanding dues of FCI. Figure 
1 gives the implications of this. In 
order to gauge how much is the 
effective food subsidy in the country, 
the budget numbers are becoming 
totally irrelevant. One needs to add the 
actual subsidy numbers reflected in 
the budget to the outstanding dues of 
FCI. If one does that, the effective food 
subsidy turns out to be Rs 3,57,688 
crore. By not provisioning for it fully 
in the budget, and not undertaking any 
reforms in the foodgrain management 
system or the NFSA, the government is 
only postponing the crisis. While the 
Economic Survey clearly states that 
the coverage under NFSA needs to be 
revisited, and brought down to say 20 
per cent of population, the budget did 
not bite this bullet. Maybe something 
will come up later in the year. In the 

meantime, it is worth noting that the 
expected cost of rice to FCI in 2020-
21 is going to be about Rs 37/kg, and 
for wheat it will be Rs 27/kg. The 
issue price, that covers 67 per cent 
of the population, is just Rs 3/kg and 
Rs 2/kg respectively. Can 67 per cent 
of the Indian population not afford 
even basic food? If so, what is the 
development that we have been talking 
about all these decades? Now, look 
at the grain situation in the country. 
Compared to a buffer stock norm of 
21.4 million tonnes, actual stocks with 
FCI (including unmilled paddy) were 
3.5 times higher. It speaks of a colossal 
waste of scarce resources, especially 
when tax revenues have been sluggish.
Given that Skymet has predicted that 
the coming wheat crop is going to 
be one of the best in many years it is 
likely to touch 113 million tonnes and 
with procurement prices being above 
global prices, the chances of wheat 
exports are bleak unless there is a 
subsidy for exports. And that will be 
challenged in the WTO. So, one should 

expect a piling up of grains stocks with 
a record procurement of wheat. FCI 
may run out of storage capacity. Stock 
levels may touch 85-90 million tonnes, 
or even more, by July 1, 2020. This 
raises some fundamental questions. 
One, is the government ignorant 
of the impending crisis of plenty? 
Second, does it realise that the policy 
of procurement prices (50 per cent 
above cost A2+FL), without looking 
at the demand side, is likely to create 
more troubles for the government? 
Third, does the government have any 
plan to reform the public distribution 
system under NFSA? The budget does 
not give any indication of reforms in 
the grain management system that 
may be ushered in in months to come. 
In their absence, one wonders what is 
the game plan of the government. 

Reforms in foodgrain management 
have to start with reforming the PDS 
system, and gradually moving away 
from grains to cash transfers. The policy 
of procurement prices, with open-
ended procurement in the Punjab-

Haryana belt is doing more damage 
by depleting the water table and not 
letting crop diversification take place. 
This is very unfortunate as the “dead 
loss” in grain management runs to 
more than Rs 1,00,000 crore. This does 
not speak good of the government. It 
looks like the government’s attitude 
is like an ostrich with its head in sand, 
nay grain. Interestingly, when the 
Narendra Modi 1.0 government came 
in, a high powered committee was set 
up to reform the grain management 
system under the former Union food 
minister, Shanta Kumar. The report is 
on the website of FCI. What is needed 
is the courage to bite the bullet. The 
Economic Survey talked of moving in 
the direction of cash transfers, but the 
government seems to have developed 
cold feet. Public money is being wasted 
year after year, and that runs into 
thousands of crores. At a time when 
the government is scratching its head 
desperately to raise revenue, nothing 
can be more ironical that this. The 
other part related to this is the fertiliser 
subsidy, which is largely used in wheat 
and rice. The budget estimates for 
2020-21 show a reduction in the 
subsidy, while dues of the fertiliser 
industry keep on piling. The fertiliser 
industry estimates that by April 2020, 
the dues will be roughly Rs 60,000 
crore. While FCI has been asked to 
borrow, the fertiliser industry does not 
have that type of window. It is feeling 
totally demoralised. No private player 
wants to come and invest in this sector. 
No wonder all new plants are being 
set up by the public sector, which will 
be another major problem in years to 
come. And this is happening when the 
budget speaks of zero budget natural 
farming. One wonders whether the left 
hand of the government realises what 
the right hand is doing.

Union budget missed opportunity to undertake reforms 
in grain management system and food security act
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Afghan, Agency.  Afghan President Ashraf 
Ghani told a panel at the Munich Security 
Conference that his government is taking a 
practical approach to resolving the 18-year-
long Afghan conflict. “We are not going to 
solve this conflict on the basis of ‘paper 
discussions,’” the Afghan leader added. 
Ghani expressed some doubts about the 
Taliban’s intention, alluding to the “Trojan 
Horse strategy,” but said that he needed to 
test the group’s commitment nonetheless. 
“We are going to take a substantial step 
forward and test. Testing is going to reveal 
[if the peace with the Taliban works].” The 
US-Taliban deal seems closer than ever after 
the Islamist group agreed to a seven-day 
reduction of violence in Afghanistan. US 
President Donald Trump on Thursday said a 
peace agreement was “very close.”
On Friday, DW reported that US Secretary 
of State Mike Pompeo, who also spoke at 
the conference, and Ghani were ironing 
out the peace deal details in Munich, with a 
formal announcement expected sometime 
next week. The Afghan government has so 
far demanded to be more involved in the 
US-Taliban peace negotiations in Qatar. 
But after Ghani’s meetings with Pompeo 
and US Secretary of Defense Mark Esper 
on the sidelines of the Munich Security 
Conference, it appears that the two sides 
have reached an understanding on the 
issue. “We are on the same page. There are 
risks, but we see an opportunity,” Ghani 
said. “There is mutual trust (between the 
US and Afghanistan) that we can do this 
together. And because of this, we agreed 
not to make an announcement (here)
yesterday or today. We are going to make an 
announcement within a week to 10 days in 
a coordinated and choreographed fashion,” 
he added. Esper also said on Saturday 
that the agreement between the US and 
the Taliban “looks very promising.” Ghani 
secured a lead in the September presidential 
election’s primary results, although the final 
outcome is yet to be announced. Any Afghan 
deal that undermines Ghani’s position has 
a slim chance of succeeding. The Taliban 
have refused to hold direct talks with the 
Afghan government, which they do not 
recognize. The Afghan peace process has 
remained fragile and uncertain despite 
several rounds of talks between Washington 
and the Taliban in Doha, Qatar. In August last 
year, Zalmay Khalilzad, the US special envoy 
for Afghanistan, and Taliban negotiators in 
Doha had almost agreed to a road map for 
peace in Afghanistan. But the Islamist group 
continued to launch attacks in Afghanistan.

Afghan President 
Ghani : US-Taliban deal 
to come within days

Dubai, Agency.  A magnitude 5.8 
earthquake hit near southern Iran’s 
Qeshm island in the Gulf on Sunday, the 
official IRNA news agency reported, but 
a local official said there were no reports 
of casualties and only minor damage. “So 
far, there has been no loss of life reported,” 
the governor of Qeshm, Alireza Nasri, 
told IRNA. “The damage to buildings has 
been at the level of cracks in walls.” The 
United States Geological Survey gave the 
magnitude of the quake as 5.5. Qeshm 
island lies close to the Strait of Hormuz, 
a vital waterway through which about a 
fifth of the world’s oil passes.

Magnitude 5.8 earthquake 
hits Qeshm island in 
Persian Gulf

Hartford, Agency. Multiple people were shot 
at a Connecticut nightclub, leaving one man 
dead, police said early Sunday. Preliminary 
information indicated two males and two 
females were wounded in the shooting, 
Hartford police Lt. Paul Cicero told The 
Associated Press. The fatality was a 28-year-old 
man, a tweet from Hartford police said. Two 
of the wounded were still in surgery as of 7:30 
a.m., the tweet said, while two others were 
“stable.” Their exact conditions and the extent 
of their injuries weren’t released. No names 
were released. Cicero confirmed the shooting 
took place inside the Majestic Lounge, located 
in Hartford’s South End neighborhood. A phone 
call to the number listed on Majestic Lounge’s 
Facebook pages was not answered. Further 
details, including information about the shooter, 
weren’t immediately available. Police closed 
streets in a one-block radius surrounding the 
club for some time. Cicero said around 7 a.m. 
that police had just left the scene, amid a “long, 
complex investigation.” “We’re not going to have 
anything for quite a bit of time,” he said.

One dead, four wounded in 
Connecticut club shooting: Police

China’s Xi Jinping, under fire, says he led Coronavirus fight early on
 Beijing, Agency. 

Under fire for its response to the coronavirus 
epidemic, China’s authoritarian government 
appears to be pushing a new account of 
events that presents President Xi Jinping as 
taking early action to fight the outbreak that 
has convulsed the country. But in doing so, 
authorities have acknowledged for the first 
time that Xi was aware of the epidemic and 
involved in the response nearly two weeks 
before he first spoke publicly about it and while 
officials at its epicenter in the city of Wuhan 
were still playing down its dangers. That new 
account risks drawing the president, China’s 
most powerful leader in decades, directly into 
questions about whether top officials did too 
little, too late.

 In an internal speech published Saturday, 
Xi said he had “issued demands about the 
efforts to prevent and control” the coronavirus 
Jan. 7, during a meeting of the Politburo 
Standing Committee, the highest council of 
the Communist Party, whose sessions are 
typically cloaked in secrecy. In the speech, he 
also said he had authorized the unprecedented 
lockdown of Wuhan and other cities beginning 
Jan. 23. “I have at every moment monitored the 
spread of the epidemic and progress in efforts 
to curtail it, constantly issuing oral orders and 
also instructions,” Xi said of his more recent 
involvement. Xi’s advisers may have hoped 
that publishing the speech, delivered Feb. 3. 
would dispel speculation about his recent 

retreat from public view and reassure his 
people that he can be trusted to lead them out 
of the epidemic. The virus so far has officially 
infected more than 68,000 people and killed 
more than 1,650 worldwide, the vast majority 
in mainland China. “The overall tone of the 
speech appears to be defensive,” said Minxin 
Pei, a professor of government at Claremont 
McKenna College in California. “He wants to 
change the narrative, which until this point has 
been very unfavorable to the top leadership.” 
Delivered at a meeting with top party officials, 
when the epidemic had already spiraled into a 
national crisis, the speech could expose Xi to 
criticism that he didn’t treat the initial threat 
urgently enough and make it difficult for him 
to shift blame onto local officials for what many 
see as the government’s early mishandling of 
the epidemic. The remarks also raise questions 
about what top leaders knew at the time and 

what instructions they issued 
based on that knowledge. 
That Xi convened a meeting of 
China’s highest political body in 
early January indicates that the 
coronavirus was already being 
seen as a matter of high-level 
concern making his subsequent 
silence even more conspicuous, 
experts said. An official account 
of the Jan. 7 Standing Committee 
meeting issued at the time by 
Xinhua, the state news agency, 
made no mention of a discussion 

of the coronavirus. “It seems like he’s trying to 
indicate that ‘We weren’t asleep at the wheel,’” 
said Jude Blanchette, the Freeman Chair in 
China Studies at the Center for Strategic and 
International Studies. “But it comes off like, 
‘We knew this was a problem, but we weren’t 
sounding the alarm.’” In the speech this month, 
Xi signaled his displeasure with lower-level 
bureaucrats for their “shortcomings” in 
implementing the party’s top-level directives. 
In early January, officials in Wuhan were 
giving open assurances that human-to-human 
transmission of the virus was unlikely. Some 
government experts agreed. “For now, it seems 
there is no clear evidence of human-to-human 
transmission,” Xu Jianguo, a senior expert on 
communicable diseases at the Chinese Center 
for Disease Control and Prevention, said in an 
interview in early January with Ta Kung Pao, 

a Hong Kong newspaper. “This shows that 
the threat level from this virus is limited.” The 
new information places Xi’s involvement in 
fighting the epidemic much earlier than was 
previously known. His earliest public comment 
on the epidemic came Jan. 20, when he gave 
brief instructions that were published in state 
media. In the days after Xi’s Jan. 7 orders 
were issued, politicians in Wuhan met for the 
annual meeting of the city’s People’s Congress, 
its party-controlled legislature. Over that 
time, the Wuhan health commission’s daily 
bulletins on the outbreak said repeatedly that 
there were no new cases of infection, no firm 
evidence of human-to-human transmission 
and no infection of medical workers. But signs 
were growing that politicians and government 
experts underestimated the potency of the 
new coronavirus. On Jan. 9, a 61-year-old man 
surnamed Zeng died  the earliest confirmed 
fatality from the virus. Already, some doctors 
in Wuhan hospitals were worried enough 
to warn friends and propose special wards 
for patients showing symptoms of infection. 
Even after Xi made his first public remarks 
about the epidemic Jan. 20, he mostly kept 
it at the bottom of his public agenda. On the 
day before the Lunar New Year holiday began 
in late January, he took the stage at the Great 
Hall of the People in Beijing and declared his 
success in guiding China through a difficult 
year  making no mention of the virus that was 
already spreading fear throughout the country. 

One dead, 4 wounded in 
Connecticut club shooting

Hartford, Agency. 

Gunfire erupted at a Connecticut 
nightclub, killing a man and wounding 
four other people, police said. A 
28-year-old man died in the shooting 
at the Majestic Lounge in Hartford’s 
South End early Sunday, police Lt. Paul 
Cicero said. Two other males and two 
females were wounded, with two of 
them in surgery Sunday morning and 
two in stable condition, he said. None 
of their names were released. 

Police officers had been stationed 
outside the club because of previous 
problems there and reported the 
shooting at about 1:30 a.m. Officers 
rushed in, but were confronted with 
a large number of people running 
toward the exits, Cicero said. 
“Everybody started pushing their way 
out to get away from the gunfire,” he 
said. “It was kind of pandemonium.” 
Officers, however, were able to provide 
immediate medical care to the victims, 
he said. There were no suspects in 
custody. Officials said there was little 
information to release because the 

investigation was in the very early 
stages. A message seeking comment 
was left Sunday at a phone number 
for the club. Mayor Luke Bronin said 
Sunday that illegal handguns were 
involved in the shooting. He said there 
have been problems at the nightclub 
in the past, but nothing in recent 
weeks. City officials will be assessing 
what steps they can take to prevent 
violence at the club in the future, 
Bronin said. “Hartford Police Officers 
who were at the club responded 

immediately, running in the direction 
of gunfire, and their heroic efforts may 
have prevented further loss of life,” 
Bronin said in a statement.Streets 
around the club were closed for hours 
during the emergency response and 
investigation. Officials left the scene 
around 7 a.m. “We’re not going to 
have anything for quite a bit of time,’ 
Cicero said, responding to a question 
about when more information will 
be released. ”This is a very complex 
investigation.”

Munich, Agency. 

An arms embargo aimed at curbing 
fighting in Libya has become meaingless 
because of violations and it is imperative 
that those who breach it are held to 
account, a senior UN official said on 
Sunday. “The arms embargo has become 
a joke, we all really need to step up here,” 
UN Deputy Special Representative to Libya 
Stephanie Williams said after a meeting of 
foreign ministers to follow up on a Berlin 
summit last month that agreed to uphold 
the embargo. Fighting has continued 
despite a call for a truce. “It’s complicated 
because there are violations by land, sea 
and air, but it needs to be monitored and 
there needs to be accountability,” Williams 
told a news conference, adding that Libya 
was now awash with advanced weapons. 
Several countries backing rival factions in 
Libya have repeatedly violated an arms 
embargo, according to the United Nations, 
which has previously named the United 
Arab Emirates, Egypt and Turkey for 

breaching the embargo. After the Berlin 
conference the violations increased and 
the UN denounced them without naming 
countries. The Libyan National Army led by 
eastern-based commander Khalifa Haftar 
and forces aligned with the internationally 
recognised Government of National Accord 
(GNA) in Tripoli have been fighting since 
April last year for control of the capital. The 
UAE and Egypt support Haftar while the 
GNA is backed by Turkey. A joint statement 
issued on Sunday by 13 countries involved 
in Libya, included Egypt, UAE and Turkey, 
said there had been a discussion on the 
“deplorable” arms embargo violations and 
“renewed determination to contribute to 
its thorough implementation.”

Beijing , Agency.  

Mainland China on Monday reported a slight upturn in new virus 
cases and an increase by 105 in deaths caused by the illness for 
a total of 1,770 since the outbreak began. The 2,048 new cases 
followed three days of declines but were up by just 39 cases from 
the previous day’s figure. Another 10,844 people have recovered 
from COVID-19, a disease caused by the new coronavirus, and 
have been discharged from hospitals, according to Monday’s 
figures. The update followed the publication late Saturday in 
China’s official media of a recent speech by President Xi Jinping in 
which he indicated for the first time that he had led the response 

to the outbreak from early in 
the crisis. While the reports 
were an apparent attempt to 
demonstrate the Communist 
Party leadership acted 
decisively from the start, it also 
opened Xi up to criticism over 
why the public was not alerted 
sooner. In his speech, Xi said he 
gave instructions on fighting 
the virus on Jan. 7 and ordered 
the shutdown of the most-
affected cities that began on 
Jan. 23. The disclosure of his 
speech indicates top leaders 

knew about the outbreak’s potential severity at least two weeks 
before such dangers were made known to the public. It was not 
until late January that officials said the virus can spread between 
humans and public alarm began to rise. New cases in other 
countries are raising growing concerns about containment of the 
virus. Taiwan on Sunday reported its first death from COVID-19, 
the fifth fatality outside of mainland China. Taiwan’s Central News 
Agency, citing health minister Chen Shih-chung, said the man 
who died was in his 60s and had not traveled overseas recently 
and had no known contact with virus patients. Japanese Prime 
Minister Shinzo Abe convened an experts meeting to discuss 
containment measures in his country, where more than a dozen 
cases have emerged in the past few days without any obvious link 
to China. “The situation surrounding this virus is changing by 
the minute,” Abe said. Japanese Health Minister Katsunobu Kato 
said the country is “entering into a phase that is different from 
before,” requiring new steps to stop the spread of the virus. Japan 
now has 413 confirmed cases, including 355 from a quarantined 
cruise ship, and one death from the virus. Hundreds of Americans 
from the cruise ship took charter flights home, as Japan 
announced another 70 infections had been confirmed on the 
Diamond Princess. Canada, Hong Kong and Italy were planning 
similar flights.The 300 or so Americans flying on US-government 
chartered aircraft back to the US will face another 14-day 
quarantine at Travis Air Force Base in California and Lackland 
Air Force Base in Texas. The US Embassy said the departure was 
offered because people on the ship were at a high risk of exposure 
to the virus. People with symptoms were banned from the flights. 
About 255 Canadians and 330 Hong Kong residents are on board 
the ship or undergoing treatment in Japanese hospitals. There 
are also 35 Italians, of which 25 are crew members, including 
the captain. In China’s Hubei province, where the outbreak 
began in December, all vehicle traffic will be banned in another 
containment measure. It expands a vehicle ban in the provincial 
capital, Wuhan, where public transportation, trains and planes 
have been halted for weeks. Exceptions were being made for 
vehicles involved in epidemic prevention and transporting daily 
necessities. Hubei has built new hospitals with thousands of 
patient beds and China has sent thousands of military medical 
personnel to staff the new facilities and help the overburdened 
health care system. 

Kabul, Agency. 

Gunmen shot dead nine homeless 
drug users in the Afghan capital, 
officials said on Sunday, shining a 
light on chronic drug abuse in the 
world’s biggest producer of opium 
but a rare incident of apparently 
coordinated violence against addicts. The motive for the Saturday 
night attack by the unidentified gunmen in Kabul was not known and 
police said they were investigating. The men had been sleeping in 
an open area and a forensic examination had shown they were drug 
users.“The shooting took place at the side of the Qrough mountain,” a 
spokesman for Kabul police, Ferdaus Faramarz, told Reuters. There 
are an estimated 2.5 million drug users in Afghanistan, the Ministry 
of Public Health says, with most thought to addicted to heroin 
made from opium poppies grown in Afghanistan. Some 20,000 
drug users are homeless, with half that number in Kabul, at times 
straining relations with residents of some communities. “It’s a social 
crisis,” said Dr Shokoor Haidari, deputy of the ministry’s counter 
drugs department. The ministry can only treat 40,000 people a 
year but far more seek help, said Haidari. Lack of social services, 
unemployment and easy access to drugs have fueled drug abuse in 
Afghanistan, Haidari said. Harsh winter weather killed at least 50 
homeless drug users in the past two months, the Ministry of Public 
Health said. Afghanistan has been the world’s biggest producer of 
opium for years despite some $8.9 billion spent since 2002 by the 
US government to stop production and trafficking in narcotics. With 
compelling economic incentives and politically protected networks 
from cultivators to producers and distributors deeply entrenched, 
officials say there is little they can do to stop it. 

Sydney, Agency. 

Australia should lift its ban on the arrival of 
foreign nationals from mainland China, China’s 
ambassador to Australia said on Monday. Australia 
has since Feb. 1 prevented anyone but citizens and 
permanent residents from entering the country 
directly from mainland China, citing a need to stop 
the spread of the novel coronavirus. The number 
of cases in Australia have held steady at 15, China’s 
Ambassador to Australia said, and the restrictions 
should be eased when Canberra next reviews the 
policy before Feb 22. 

“We have expressed our strong wish and hope 
that the Australian government in their review 
will take a balanced approach and remove those 
harsh restrictions. At the very least they should 
relax them,” Cheng Jingye told Sky News Australia. 
“It is inconsistent with the recommendations of 
the (World Health Organisation). The number of 
reported new infections in China’s Hubei province 

rose on Monday after two days of declines, as 
authorities imposed tough new restrictions on 
movement to prevent the spread of the disease, 
dubbed SARS-CoV-2, which has killed more than 
1,700 people. Prime Minister Scott Morrison 
has said Canberra would be guided by advice 
from medical experts, despite growing pressure 
on the Australian economy. China is Australia’s 
largest trading partner, sending more than 1 

million tourists and students there each 
year. Australia’s top central banker this 
month said the epidemic could shave 0.2 
percentage points off Australia’s economic 
growth in the first quarter of this year. 
Meanwhile, Morrison said more than 200 
Australians quarantined at an immigration 
detention centre in the Indian Ocean 
territory of Christmas Island for two weeks 
would depart on Monday. “Having to go 
into a quarantine period for 14 days is an 
inconvenience. But they understood why. 

They took that in good faith and I’m sure they’re 
looking forward to coming home,” Morrison 
told reporters in Melbourne. Morrison said the 
detention centre would not be ready to house 
anyone repatriated from the Diamond Princess 
cruise liner, docked in Yokohama, Japan. He said he 
would meet with his national security committee 
to discuss an alternative plan for nearly 200 
Australians on the cruise ship.

Australia should ease travel ban on 
foreigners from China ambassador

UN says Libya arms embargo a 
‘joke’, demands accountability

China sees rise in new coronavirus 
cases, death toll rises by 105

Afghanistan: Nine homeless drug users shot 
dead by unidentified gunmen in Kabul
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Pretoria, Agency. Captain Eoin Morgan 
scored a brilliant unbeaten 57 from 22 balls 
as England chased down a massive victory 
target of 223 to win the final Twenty20 
International against South Africa on Sunday 
and secure a 2-1 series triumph. South 
Africa won the toss and posted 222 for six in 
their 20 overs, but man of the match Morgan 
crashed seven sixes in a 21-ball half-century 
to equal his own England record for the 
fastest fifty in Twenty20 cricket. The visitors 
reached 226 for five with five deliveries to 
spare, the ball sailing through the Highveld 
air as 28 sixes were hit in the match, 15 
by England, as they completed the fourth-
highest successful Twenty20 International 
run chase. South Africa won the first match 
by one run and England claimed the second 
by two runs in a tight series ahead of the 
World Cup in Australia in October.
“It was a hell of a game, you have to 
commend both sides’ bowlers as it is not 
easy to bowl on a wicket like that,” Morgan 
said at the post-match presentation.

Magnificent Eoin 
Morgan guides England 
to T20 series win

New Delhi, Agency.  BCCI ethics officer 
DK Jain on Sunday confirmed that he has 
rendered the conflict of interest complaint 
against Kapil Dev as “infructuous” after the 
former India captain stepped down from his 
multiple cricketing roles. Jain, who is into 
his last month of his one-year contract with 
the BCCI, had earlier rendered infructuous 
the complaint against Shantha Rangaswamy 
and Anshuman Gaekwad in December 
after they also stepped down from their 
multiple posts.“The complaint against 
Kapil has been rendered infructuous,” Jain 
told PTI. All three of them were part of the 
Cricket Advisory Committee but resigned 
in September after MPCA life member 
Sanjeev Gupta had levelled conflict of 
interest allegations against them. BCCI has 
now formed a new CAC. Jain had called 
Rangaswamy, Gaekwad and Kapil for a 
personal hearing on December 27 and 28 in 
Mumbai but the World Cup-winning captain 
did not appear due to personal reasons. As 
per the BCCI constitution, no person can 
occupy more than one post at the same time.

Conflict complaint 
against Kapil Dev 
rendered infructuous

Women’s T20 World Cup 2020 : How the ten teams stack up
New Delhi, Agency. 

The seventh edition of the Women’s T20 World Cup will be 
held in Australia from February 21, with the hosts defending 
their world title against nine other teams. Australia, the 
most successful team in the Women’s T20 World Cup, will 
kick off the tournament with a Group A match against India 
next Friday. Can India better their semi-final finish from 
two years ago, when Harmanpreet Kaur, Smriti Mandhana, 
Deepti Sharma and company made the nation dream of the 
impossible? Will Australia win their fifth title? Can England 
or West Indies win a second T20 World Cup title? Or can a 
new nation lay its hands on the crown? Meg Lanning (c), 
Rachael Haynes (vc), Erin Burns, Nicola Carey, Ashleigh 
Gardner, Alyssa Healy (wk), Jess Jonassen, Delissa Kimmince, 
Sophie Molineux, Beth Mooney, Ellyse Perry, Megan Schutt, 
Annabel Sutherland, Tayla Vlaeminck, Georgia Wareham 
With the likes of legends Meg Lanning, Ellyse Perry and 
Alyssa Healy in their ranks, the Aussies are favourites to 
progress to the semifinals from Group A, with India and New 
Zealand the two strongest contenders to accompany them 
out of the group stage. 

Australia’s top order comprising the likes of Lanning, 
Beth Mooney and Healy enter the competition in strong form. 
Megan Schutt and Ellyse Perry are expected to lead the home 
team’s bowling attack. Harmanpreet Kaur (c), Taniya Bhatia 
(wk), Harleen Deol, Rajeshwari Gayakwad, Richa Ghosh, 
Veda Krishnamurthy, Smriti Mandhana, Shikha Pandey, 
Arundhati Reddy, Jemimah Rodrigues, Deepti Sharma, Pooja 
Vastrakar, Shafali Verma, Poonam Yadav, Radha Yadav. Two 
young batsmen have emerged since the last World Cup who 
are vital elements in the India T20 team. While Mithali Raj 
has made way since the 2018 edition. Jemimah Rodrigues 

and Shafali Verma could be the two youngsters to look out 
for this time around. Smriti Mandhana has also enjoyed a 
fine run of form in T20Is, having 405 runs from 14 matches 
at an average of 31.15 over 2019. Deepti Sharma remains a 
vital wicket-taking option for India, along with her middle-
order role with the bat. Radha Yadav, a 19-year-old spinner 
from Mumbai, has emerged as a big threat to opposition 
batting orders in recent times. Sophie Devine (c), Suzie 
Bates, Lauren Down, Maddy Green, Holly Huddleston, Hayley 
Jensen, Leigh Kasperek, Amelia Kerr, Jess Kerr, Rosemary 

Mair, Katey Martin, Katie Perkins, 
Anna Peterson, Rachel Priest, Lea 
Tahuhu Sophie Devine and Suzie 
Bates are two top-order batsmen 
New Zealand can rely on to get 
them good starts. Devine and Bates 
have featured in every edition of the 
T20 World Cup since its inception 
in 2009, but they are yet to add a 
world title against their names. Lea 
Tahuhu, one of the fastest bowlers 
in women’s cricket, will also have to 
be looked out for. Chamari Atapattu 
(c), Harshitha Madavi (vc), Kavisha 
Dilhari, Ama Kanchana, Hansima 
Karunaratne, Achini Kulasuriya, 
Sugandika Kumari, Dilani Manodara, 
Hasini Perera, Udeshika Prabodhani, 
Sathya Sandeepani, Anushka 
Sanjeewani, Nilakshi de Silva, 
Shashikala Siriwardene, Umesha 
Thimashini. Sri Lanka will be looking 
to spring an upset or two against 
India, New Zealand and Australia as 

they continue their quest to qualify for the knockout stages 
of the T20 World Cup. Chamari Atapattu and Shashikala 
Siriwardene, both veteran players for Sri Lanka, will again 
be looking to drive their team at the showpiece tournament. 
Salma Khatun (c), Rumana Ahmed (vc), Jahanara Alam, 
Shamima Sultana, Murshida Khatun, Ayasha Rahman, Nigar 
Sultana, Sanjida Islam, Khadija Tul Kubra, Panna Ghosh, 
Fargana Hoque, Nahida Akter, Fahima Khatun, Ritu Moni, 
Sobhana Mostary. Bangladesh, one of two teams to have 

taken the qualification route to the T20 World Cup, are the 
weakest team from Group A on paper. They beat Ireland to 
qualify for the tournament. However, they have developed a 
solid top order over the last few years, comprising the likes of 
Sanjida Islam and Nigar Sultana. 19-year-old spinner Nahida 
Akter has brought new life to the Bangladesh bowling attack, 
while Jahanara Alam and Salma Khatun are known threats. 

Heather Knight (c), Tammy Beaumont, Katherine 
Brunt, Kathryn Cross, Freya Davies, Sophie Ecclestone, 
Georgia Elwiss, Sarah Glenn, Amy Jones (wk), Natalie 
Sciver, Anya Shrubsole, Lauren Winfield, Fran Wilson, 
Danielle Wyatt, Mady Villiers. If Australia are the most star-
studded side from Group A, England are the team most 
brimming with superstars in Group B. A batting order 
that packs a punch right up to the tail, Danielle Wyatt, 
Heather Knight, Tammy Beaumont and Natalie Sciver are 
among those who are expected to be among the runs in 
the tournament. Dane van Niekerk (c), Chloe Tryon (vc), 
Trisha Chetty, Shabnim Ismail, Marizanne Kapp, Ayabonga 
Khaka, Masabata Klaas, Nadine de Klerk, Lizelle Lee, 
Suné Luus, Nonkululeko Mlaba, Mignon du Preez, Tumi 
Sekhukhune, Nondumiso Shangase, Laura Wolvaardt. 
England are favourites to qualify for the semifinals from 
Group B, but the remaining spot looks set to go down to 
a three-way race between South Africa, West Indies and 
Pakistan. Lizelle Lee is the most feared batsman from 
the South Africa side. Stafanie Taylor (c), Aaliyah Alleyne, 
Shemaine Campbelle (wk), Shamilia Connell, Britney 
Cooper, Deandra Dottin, Afy Fletcher, Cherry-Ann Fraser, 
Sheneta Grimmond, Chinelle Henry, Lee-Ann Kirby, Hayley 
Matthews, Anisa Mohammed, Chedean Nation, Shakera 
Selman. West Indies have brought back some established 
names into their squad for the World Cup.

‘AB de Villiers needs to prove himself to earn 
T20 World Cup place’: Mark Boucher

Johannesburg, Agency.  

The retired AB de Villiers will be 
considered for a place in the South 
African T20 World Cup squad only 
if he shows good form and proves 
himself to be the “best man for the 
job”, says the team’s head coach 
Mark Boucher. Soon after taking 
charge as South Africa’s head coach 
in December last year, Boucher said 
he may try to persuade a few recent 
retirees, including de Villiers, to 
return to the South Africa squad 
ahead of the T20 World Cup to be held 
in Australia in October-November. 

“He’s (de Villiers) a discussion in 
the media and in the public but he is 
no discussion for me. I have had chats 
with him and we will probably know 
pretty soon what’s going to happen 
with him,” Boucher said after South 
Africa’s 1-2 defeat to England in the 
just-concluded three-match T20 
series at home. “Like I said from day 
one when I took over, if we are going to 
a World Cup, I would like to have our 
best players there. “If AB is in good 
form and he is raring to go and he 
makes himself available for the time 

we have asked him to be available; if 
he is the best man for the job, then he 
must go,” he added. Boucher said “ego” 
would not come in the way of taking de 
Villiers back, whose previous request 
for a comeback before last year’s 
ODI World Cup was turned down by 

the then team management and the 
national selectors. “It’s not about 
egos or anything like that, it’s about 
sending your best team to the World 
Cup to try and win that competition,” 
he added. De Villiers, 36, retired from 
all international cricket in May 2018.

Hamilton, Agency. 

Half an hour before the start of the third day of the practice 
game, India’s lower-order batsmen were having a merry-
go-round slog-sweep session on a practice wicket. Japsrit 
Bumrah, with an un-hyperextended elbow action, would 
toss benign off-breaks, which Umesh Yadav 
and Mohammed Shami would look to 
heave out of the ground. More often than 
not, their strokes were miscued. Watching 
all this from the dressing room, Rishabh 
Pant ran up to them and literally snatched 
the bat, before calling out Bumrah for a 
challenge; “Tera har ball mein main chhakka 
maroonga!” Bumrah, in splits, retorted: 
“Kya mein tez dalooga?” “Haa, haa, bilkul,” 
Pant snapped back with his usual gusto. The 
pacer, obviously didn’t, but Pant kept his 
word, smearing four of his five balls over the ropes. Two of 
them straight down the ground, and two over mid-wicket, 
his favourite six-hitting arc. The last disappeared into a 
leafy park where the trees swayed like a bunch of revellers 
on Saturday night, that hugs the stadium. Bumrah gingerly 
walked off. Pant couldn’t resist a jab: “Fas gaya tum?” 
And they retreated merrily into the dressing room, as the 
day’s proceedings began. It’s the cheeriness of Pant that 
stood out, for there are several reasons he could have 
been melancholic. A: He hasn’t played red-ball cricket 
for a while, the last Test he played was at Sabina Park six 

months ago. Despite his superior batting aggregate to 
Wriddhiman Saha, he had to sit out of the entire home 
season. It’s less likely that he would add another Test cap 
on this tour. B) Despite some useful knocks in the ODIs, he 
was mocked, ridiculed and heckled by the crowd and now 

KL Rahul has replaced him. The circumstances 
have been unfortunate and criticism harsh. 
There are strong enough reasons for young 
impressionable cricketers to harbour self-
doubts and negativity. But not Pant, a self-
admittedly non-plussed cricketer who shuts 
out the outer-world chatter. “I remember Rahul 
Dravid would tell me, ‘stay the same way. Even 
if you do well or if you do badly, there is no need 
to change. Stay the same’. I have tried to follow 
that. Ravi bhai (Shastri) has always backed me 
and given me great confidence,” he had once 
told this paper. So, one could find Pant always 

up to something funny or clownish. On the first day, he was 
wrestling with Shami and scissor-locked him. On the third 
day, he was pasting the sugar-icing from the birthday cake 
all over Mayank Agarwal’s face. His batting is an extension 
of his cheerful, merry ways off the field. Some batsmen 
maintain different personas on the field and off it. But not 
Pant, he is what one sees. Always cheeky, always bantering 
(Tim Paine would vouch, and he departed Australia as 
the most-liked Indian cricketer of the tour) and always 
lightening up the mood.

Waiting in the wings: Rishabh Pant keeps 
his chin up while being Saha’s understudy

Kolkatta, Agency. 

A day-night Test in Australia during India’s 
tour Down Under next winter (southern 
summer), a pink-ball home Test against 
England early next year, contracts for 
first-class cricketers from the next season 
onwards and confirmation of the All-Star 
game to inaugurate the renovated Sardar 
Patel Stadium in Motera, were some of the 
decisions taken at the BCCI Apex Council 
meeting in New Delhi on Sunday. BCCI 
president Sourav Ganguly confirmed to 
the reporters in Delhi that India will play 
Day-Night Tests against Australia and 
England. “Yes, India will play a day-night 
Test in Australia. 

Also, the second Test between India 
and England at Motera will be a day-night 
affair,” an Apex Council member told The 
Indian Express. India will play a four-Test 
series in Australia in December-January, 
while England will come here for a five-
Test series in January-February 2021. 
A home day-night Test is going to be an 
annual fixture. The decision was taken 
after India’s first-ever day-night Test, 
against Bangladesh, at Eden Gardens in 

November last year became a super hit. 
Ganguly has always maintained that this 
is the way forward, given the dwindling 
stadium attendances in long-form cricket. 
During India’s last tour of Australia, in 
2018-19, the BCCI, however, had refused 
to play a day-night Test, but Ganguly, 
after assuming the BCCI top office, had a 
meeting with captain Virat Kohli, which 
paved the way for India playing day-night 
Tests. “I don’t know what’s the reason 
they didn’t want to play (Adelaide day-
night Test). I met Virat, met him for an 
hour and the first question was that we 
need to have day-night Test cricket. The 
answer in three seconds was, ‘yes let’s go 
ahead and do it’. 

New Delhi, Agency. 

New Zealand have announced their 13-man 
squad for the two-Test series against India 
to start from February 21 onwards. Pace 
spearhead Trent Boult has recovered from a 
broken hand to return to the Kiwi side. Mitchell 
Santner, one of the most successful spin bowling 
all-rounders New Zealand have had in recent 
years, is one of three players to have been axed. 
New Zealand squad: Kane Williamson (c), Tom 
Blundell, Trent Boult, Colin de Grandhomme, 
Kyle Jamieson, Tom Latham, Daryl Mitchell, 
Henry Nicholls, Ajaz Patel, Tim Southee, Ross 
Taylor, Neil Wagner, BJ Watling. India Squad: 
Virat Kohli (Captain), Mayank Agarwal, Prithvi 
Shaw, Shubman Gill, Cheteshwar Pujara, 
Ajinkya Rahane (vice-captain), Hanuma Vihari, 
Wriddhiman Saha (wicket-keeper), Rishabh 
Pant (wicket-keeper), R. Ashwin, Ravindra 
Jadeja, Jasprit Bumrah, Umesh Yadav, Mohd. 
Shami, Navdeep Saini, Ishant Sharma India 
will play two Tests in New Zealand to end 
their ongoing tour. The 1st Test will be played 

at Wellington from February 21 onwards. The 
2nd Test will be played in Christchurch from 
February 29 onwards. Opener Jeet Raval, spin-
bowling all-rounder Mitchell Santner and 
paceman Matt Henry have all been jettisoned 
in the wake of the Black Caps’ 3-0 Test series 
whitewash by Australia. Left-arm spinner Ajaz 
Patel has been recalled for his first test since the 
tour of Sri Lanka last August, while Auckland 
paceman Kyle Jamieson has been included in 
place of the injured Lockie Ferguson. Left-armer 
Boult broke his right hand in the Boxing Day 
test against Australia in December but is fit 
for the first test starting at the Basin Reserve 

in Wellington on Friday. “It’s terrific to have 
Trent back with us and we’re looking forward 
to the energy and experience he adds to the 
group alongside his obvious class with the ball 
in hand,” New Zealand coach Gary Stead said in 
a team release on Monday. Jamieson earns his 
place after promising displays in the two one-
day internationals against India. The trusted 
trio of Boult, Tim Southee and Neil Wagner are 
likely to form New Zealand’s pace unit but Stead 
suggested Jamieson was under consideration 
for the series-opener. “Kyle will offer us a 
point of difference with the bounce he could 
extract on what is traditionally a good surface 
in Wellington,” he said. Wicketkeeper-batsman 
Tom Blundell, who replaced the struggling Raval 
during the Australia series, will remain at the 
top of the order after scoring a valiant 121 in 
the Melbourne test. One-test all-rounder Daryl 
Mitchell, the son of former New Zealand rugby 
union player and coach John Mitchell, has been 
included as injury cover after making his debut 
against England in November.

New Zealand Test squad vs India : Mitchell 
Santner dropped, Trent Boult returns

India to play D/N Test in Australia; 
Ahmedabad to host pink-ball Test vs England

 Dhaka, Agency. 

Bangladesh have dropped Mahmudullah while senior batsman 
Mushfiqur Rahim, who opted out of the tour of Pakistan this 
month, returned to the side for the one-off Test against Zimbabwe 
beginning on Saturday. Batsman Soumya Sarkar and fast bowlers 
Rubel Hossain and Al-Amin Hossain have also been axed from the 
side who suffered an innings 
defeat in the Rawalpindi 
Test. Fit-again spinner 
Mehidy Hasan and pace duo 
Mustafizur Rahman and 
Taskin Ahmed returned to 
the 16-man squad. “We felt 
that Mahmudullah needed 
a break from red ball 
(cricket),” selection panel 
chairman Minhajul Abedin 
said in a statement. “Al-Amin 
has niggles and that’s why 
we thought he should be given the time to be fully ready for 
the limited-overs matches where he is more important. Rubel 
is not part of our red-ball plans for the moment.” Dhaka hosts 
the first Test and Zimbabwe will also play three one-day and 
two Twenty20 Internationals. Bangladesh Test squad: Mominul 
Haque (Captain), Tamim Iqbal, Saif Hassan, Najmul Hossain, 
Mushfiqur Rahim, Mohd Mithun, Liton Das, Taijul Islam, Abu 
Jayed, Nayeem Hasan, Ebadat Hossain, Taskin Ahmed, Mehidy 
Hasan, Mustafizur Rahman, Hasan Mahmud, Yasir Ali.

Mushfiqur Rahim back, Bangladesh drop 
Mahmudullah for Zimbabwe Test

New Delhi, Agency. 

BCCI’s first chief executive officer Rahul Johri, who had tendered his 
resignation a while ago, might have to wait a little more before he is 
relieved of the plum job by the Board. BCCI sources said on Sunday that 
Johri, appointed in 2016 
to the then newly-formed 
position, had made up 
his mind to step down 
after the Supreme Court-
appointed Committee 
of Administrators (CoA) 
exited the scene in 
October last year, paving 
the way for the Sourav 
Ganguly-led team to take 
charge. Board president 
Ganguly said they were yet 
to receive his resignation 
letter. “We will see after 
we receive it,” he said. 
Earlier, a source told PTI, 
“Johri’s resignation will be 
accepted but it might take 
some time. He is trying to negotiate.” Since assuming the office of CEO, 
Johri has been working on multiple fronts, playing a key role in selling 
the IPL broadcast rights to Star India for a whopping Rs. 16,348 crore. 
He was appointed when Shashank Manohar was BCCI president and 
Anurag Thakur was its secretary. Before his tenure at the BCCI, Johri 
served as executive vice-president and general manager – South Asia 
for Discovery Networks Asia Pacific.

Rahul Johri’s resignation 
yet to be accepted
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New Delhi, Agency.  Over eighty years 
after it was set up, the Reserve Bank of 
India on Saturday (15 February) decided to 
follow April-March fiscal year, and not the 
current July-June, as its accounting year to 
align with that of the Central government. 
The RBI Central Board on Saturday 
recommended aligning the financial 
year of RBI, currently July-June, with the 
government’’s fiscal year (April-March) 
from the year 2020-21 and approved 
forwarding a proposal to the government 
for its consideration. Once effected, the 
interim dividends and dividends will be 
aligned with government’’s fiscal year of 
April-March. RBI gives interim dividends 
in February and final pay-outs in August 
currently. The internal decision was taken 
last year in RBI. The Jalan panel while 
coming out with Economic Framework 
Capital had recommended change of 
accounting year. RBI’’s current fiscal ends on 
June 30, 2020. Its FY 2020-21 will start on July 
1, 2020 and be for nine months up to March 
31, 2021. Thereafter, all FY will start on April 
1 every year, aligned with the government, RBI 
said. Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman 
addressed the Directors of the Central Board 
and outlined the thinking behind the Union 
Budget 2020-21 and the focus areas of the 
government. The Finance Minister indicated 
increased complementarity in policy between 
the RBI and the government to address 
growth concerns.

RBI To Switch To April-March 
Accounting Year From Current July-
June To Align With Central Govt

New Delhi, Agency.  A plane has 
pulled off an extraordinary landing at 
Heathrow Airport, after contending with 
powerful headwinds brought by Storm 
Dennis. Footage shows the pilot’s skilful 
manoeuvre, as the Etihad Airbus A380 
aircraft hovered sideways over the runway 
before successfully landing on Saturday, 
a report in British media said on Sunday. 
The incident came as hundreds of flights 
into and out of the UK were grounded on 
Saturday because of Storm Dennis, with 
easyJet cancelling more than 230 flights 
The storm, the second to hit the UK in 
as many weeks, has unleashed strong 
winds and heavy rain over the weekend. 
In some parts of the UK, more than a 
month’s rain has fallen in just two days, 
causing the Environment Agency (EA) to 
issue a record number of flood warnings 
and alerts for England. John Curtin, the 
EA’s Flood and Coastal Risk Management 
Executive Director, said on Sunday that 
the 594 warnings and alerts in place were 
a record. Parts of Wales saw more than a 
month’s rainfall in 48 hours from Friday 
to Sunday morning. The Met Office said 
that 156.2mm of rain had fallen over 
this period at Crai Reservoir in Powys, 
Wales, well above Wales’ average monthly 
rainfall of 111.1mm in February. The 
village of Nantgarw, Rhondda Cynon Taff, 
near Cardiff, is among the worst effected 
in the UK. Mason said the weather was 
“unprecedented,” adding he had “never 
experienced anything like this before.” 
Georgie Timmins, crisis response officer 
at the British Red Cross, said: “The storms 
are expected to continue, and water is 
anticipated to be at peak levels on Monday 
and Tuesday. It is important people are 
ready should the worst happen.”

Passenger Plane Etihad Airbus 
A380 Lands Sideways in London, 
Heart-stopping Clip Goes Viral

Supreme Court’s AGR blow makes Bharti 
Airtel most sought after stock

New Delhi, Agency.  

The tougher the Supreme Court (SC) has 
acted against India’s telcos, the higher shares 
of Bharti Airtel Ltd have risen. Ever since 
it ruled that telcos need to shell out hefty 
payouts to the government, on account of 
license fee dues and penalties, Airtel shares 
have risen by about 57%. In the past one year, 
Airtel shares have doubled, making it the 
biggest gainer among Nifty stocks. 

What’s more, the company issued shares 
and convertible bonds worth $3 billion 
last month, only about eight months after 
a rights issue where it raised $3.5 billion. 
This makes the rise in its shares even more 
remarkable, given the backdrop of sizeable 
equity dilution. So what explains the scurry 
for Airtel shares? While Airtel itself is liable 
to pay as much as $4.8 billion (Rs34,200 
crore) to the government as a result of the 
SC order, the sequence of events since the 
Court’s ruling shows that the company has 
more to gain than to lose. To start with, soon 
after the SC order, the government became 
more sympathetic to the plight of telcos. 
After a relentless price warfor over three 
years, telcos finally agreed to a truce on 
tariffs and analysts say that this was clearly 

owing to government intervention. Likewise, 
while Telecom Regulatory Authority of 
India (Trai) once looked bent on scrapping 
interconnection usage charges (IUC), to the 
detriment of incumbents such as Airtel, it 
said last year it will review its decision. While 
this was ahead of the Supreme Court order, 
the retention of the IUC charge resulted in 
certain tweaks in tariff plans by Jio, which 
has helped the incumbents. Airtel gained 
subscriber share in the December quarter. 
Its 4G subscribers grew by as much as 20% 
sequentially in Q3, compared to 8-10% 
growth in the preceding two quarters. 
Revenue growth as impressive at 5.4% as 

well. Analysts at Kotak Institutional Equities 
say Airtel appears to be back at its best in 
terms of execution. “2010s was a lost decade 
for Bharti, largely on account of externalities, 
but also on account of slippage in execution 
especially in the 2009-13 phase. Execution 
has been improving since and we believe 
Bharti may have gotten back to its historical-
best (2004-08 phase) on this front,” they 
said in a note to clients. Of course, one big 
reason for the surge in Airtel’s valuation is 
that the Supreme Court order has brought 
Vodafone Idea Ltd to the brink of bankruptcy. 
After the Court scolded the government for 
not enforcing its order and demanding all 

of the dues, the company has got a demand 
notice for a payment of about Rs44,000 crore. 
But it is estimated to have cash and cash 
equivalents of only about Rs10,000 crore. It’s 
survival is clearly in question, as its beaten 
share price of Rs3.85 per share shows. While 
Vodafone Idea has been resolutely fighting 
and hasn’t yet given up (bit.ly/39GCO2a), 
the fact remains that its position is now 
considerably weakened. 

So investors are pricing in a duopoly 
market as a best case scenario from Airtel’s 
perspective, or at worst a market with two 
strong competitors in Jio and Airtel, and 
Vodafone Idea coming in at a distant third. 
Airtel’s large fundraising in the past year, of 
over Rs45000 crore, has also demonstrated 
that it is well-placed to face the onslaught of 
higher regulatory payments, alongside the 
need for high investments in the business. 
Finally, Airtel offers to investors prospects of 
strong growth at a time when the economy 
is in a slowdown. “Unlike other Nifty stocks 
that seem to be vulnerable to a slowdown, 
underlying market repair allows significant 
predictability on revenue growth and, as 
such, Bharti may continue to enjoy premium 
valuations vis-vis regional/global telcos,” 
analysts at SBICAP Securities Ltd said in a note.

Market Headstart: Nifty likely to remain under 
pressure; telecom, bank stocks to be in focus

New Delhi, Agency.  

The Indian market is likely to experience 
weakness on February 17 in the wake of 
the Supreme Court’s move on AGR, while 
coronavirus’ impact on the global economic 
growth remains an overhang. Asian shares 
stepped back from three-week highs on Monday 
as investors weighed the near-term hit on global 
growth from a fast-spreading coronavirus 
outbreak in China, although expectations of 
further policy stimulus helped stem losses, 
reported Reuters. “Coronavirus is still 
dominating as a key factor in the global market 
and it will continue to remain a dominant factor 
for the next week as well. Q3 earnings season 
has almost end where the movement of the 
global market will have a major impact on the 
Indian market,” said Santosh Meena, Senior 
Analyst, TradingBells.

Trends of Nifty futures at Singapore 
Exchange also indicated a negative start for the 
Indian market. SGX Nifty was down 8 points 
at 12,122 around 07:45 hours IST. The Indian 
equity benchmarks, Sensex and Nifty, fell 
below 50-day moving average on February 14 
as investor sentiment weakened further after 
the Supreme Court ordered telecom players to 

clear their dues to the government by March 
17. Sensex ended 202 points, or 0.49 percent, 
lower at 41,257.74 while Nifty finished with a 
loss of 61 points, or 0.50 percent, at 12,113.45. 
With this, both extended their losses into the 
second consecutive session. Last week, Sensex 
and Nifty gained 0.3 percent and 0.1 percent, 
respectively. The Supreme Court’s stance on 
AGR dues weighed on financial stocks also 
because of their exposure to the sector as it will 
impact the asset quality of banks having decent 
exposure in the sector. Experts are of the view 
that bank stocks will remain under pressure 
given high inflation and a feeble possibility of 

a rate cut by RBI in the near-term. The flow of 
foreign funds will also have a say on the mood 
of the market. FPIs sold shares worth Rs 704.92 
crore, while DIIs bought shares of worth Rs 
219.54 crore in the Indian equity market on 
February 14, provisional data available on the 
NSE showed.

So far, foreign investors have remained 
net buyers in the first half of February by 
investing a net sum of Rs 24,617 crore in the 
Indian markets. As per the depositories’ data, 
FPI pumped in a net sum of Rs 10,426 crore 
into equities and Rs 14,191 crore into the debt 
segment between February 3 and 14. This adds 
up to a total net investment of Rs 24,617 crore. 
FPIs have been net buyers in the Indian markets 
since September 2019, the data showed. SBI 
Chairman Rajnish Kumar on February 15 said 
banks will “have to pay the price” in case any 
telecom firm files for bankruptcy, a day after 
the Supreme Court made it clear that telecom 
companies will have to pay the Rs 1.47 lakh 
crore in past dues. The chief of the country’s 
largest lender State Bank of India (SBI) said it 
is in the “wait-and-watch mode” and the onus 
of ensuring telecom companies’ compliance 
with the Supreme Court order lies with the 
Department of Telecommunications (DoT) 

under the government, PTI reported. Realty 
major DLF is looking to raise Rs 2,000 crore 
through monetisation of certain commercial 
land parcels to its existing joint venture 
partners or new partners. Debt-ridden telecom 
operator Vodafone Idea on Saturday said it is 
assessing the amount that can be paid towards 
AGR dues, even as it flagged concerns over 
the continuation of its business, reported PTI. 
Bharti Airtel has told DoT that it will deposit 
Rs 10,000 crore by February 20, following the 
Supreme Court ruling that required telcos to 
pay their adjusted gross revenue (AGR) dues. 
Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) posted 
a 49.75 percent year-on-year (YoY) fall in 
standalone profit at Rs 4,151.63 crore for the 
quarter ended December 31. Nifty consolidated 
for the second day in a row to form a bearish 
candle. It slipped below its crucial 50-DMA 
placed at 12,126 on daily charts. Nifty formed 
a Doji candle on a weekly scale while a Bearish 
candle on a daily scale which indicates a tug of 
war between Bull and Bears with some supply 
at higher zones. As long as Nifty holds above 
12000 levels, we may see ongoing optimism 
with a consolidative move towards 12,250 
levels, suggest experts. India VIX moved up by 
1.83 percent at 13.61 levels.

New Delhi, Agency.  

When one meets someone new, it’s better to assume the best about them since most 
people are honest and sincere. Things work out better if your default attitude is open 
and trusting. Unfortunately, this is not a safe attitude when buying financial services. As 
a rule, you should assume that anyone trying to sell a financial service is either hiding 
something or actively misrepresenting something. This may be only 90-95% true but 
it’s better to assume the worst. Why is buying financial 
services different from buying, say a jacket or shoes or 
a car? There are many reasons for this and while some 
are to do with specific issues with the way business 
and regulations are conducted in India, there is a much 
deeper reason that is fundamental to financial services. 
What’s fundamentally different about financial services 
is that the input, product and output of the business is 
all the same stuff–money. Literally, the only way they 
can earn more is by ensuring you get less of it. Think 
about this carefully. Let’s say you want to buy a midsize 
car. There are choices at various price points. You could 
buy one from Tata Motors for Rs 8 lakh, or Maruti for Rs 
10 lakh, or from Honda at Rs 15 lakh, or from Mercedes at Rs 50 lakh. So is everyone 
except Tata Motors overcharging? Not really. For each of these companies, the deal is 
transparent and clear. You will give an auto company some money and in exchange 
you get some combination of performance, reliability, safety, gadgetry, prestige and 
whatever else you look for in a car. If a car company wants to make more money, then 
it can enhance the attributes that customers value and charge more. That’s not the 
way it works in financial services because the only thing that’s going around is money. 
You give money, the provider spends money to create the product, but the product 
itself is more money, some of which you get back. Some of your money is kept back for 
expenses, profits, sellers’ commissions etc. 

New Delhi, Agency. 

Budget-lodging startup Oyo on Monday reported 
a loss of $335 million on $951 million revenue 
globally for the financial year ending March 31, 
2019, and pledged to cut down on its spending 
as the India-headquartered firm grows cautious 
about its aggressive expansion. The six-year-old 
startup’s growing revenue, up from $211 million 
in financial year ending March 31, 2018 (FY18), 
is in line with the company’s ambitions to be in a 
clear path to profitability this year, said Abhishek 
Gupta, Global CFO of OYO Hotels & Homes, in a 
statement. But the startup’s loss has widened, 
too. Its consolidated loss at $335 million in FY19 
rose over sixfold from $52 million in FY18. 

In India, where Oyo clocked $604 million in 
revenue in FY19 (up 2.9X since FY18), it was 
able to reduce its loss to 14% (from 24%) of 
revenue in FY19 to $83 million. Indian laws 
require every local startup  and international 
businesses  to disclose their annual financials. 
Most of them filed their financials in early 
October. The startup, which today operates 
more than 43,000 hotels with over a million 
rooms in 800 cities in 80 nations, said its 
expansion in China and other international 
markets contributed to the loss. Oyo entered 

China in 2018, and says the world’s most 
populated nation has already become its second 
largest market. “These markets constituted 
36.5% of the global revenues. While consistently 
improving operating economics in mature 
markets like India where it’s already seeing an 
improvement in gross margins, the company is 
determined to bring in the same fiscal discipline 
in emerging markets in the coming financial 
year,” the startup said in a statement. Aditya 
Ghosh, who served as a chief executive of the 
startup and is now a board member, said in a call 
with reporters that since Oyo entered a number 
of markets last year it was in the growth phase 
and that needed some investments. Speaking 
especially of China, Ghosh said the company, 
like many others, is watching the outbreak of 

coronavirus that has resulted in shutting down 
some hotels. He also said that the startup is 
not looking to enter more markets for now. It 
is now working on improving its gross margin. 
In India, its gross margin increased to 14.7% 
from 10.6% as of FY18. Oyo has come under 
scrutiny in recent months for its aggressive 
expansion in a manner that some analysts 
have said is not sustainable. The startup, which 
rebrands and renovates independent budget 
hotels, has also engaged in sketchy ways to sign 
up new hotels, as documented by the New York 
Times earlier this year. Several hoteliers have 
claimed that Oyo did not honor its agreements 
and owed them money. In 2019, Oyo, which 
counts Airbnb among its investors, expanded 
in Europe and the U.S. among other markets. 
It bought Leisure Group from Axel Springer for 
$415 million to targer Europe’s vacation rental 
market and announced plans to invest another 
$335 million for this effort. In the same month, 
it announced it had acquired the Hooters Casino 
Hotel Las Vegas for about $135 million in its first 
U.S. property purchase. It also entered Japan in a 
partnership with SoftBank. Bloomberg reported 
on Sunday that Oyo currently has about 7,500 
rooms in the country, less than 1% of its 1 
million ambitious target. 

Oyo’s revenue surged in FY19, but loss widened, too Why you should not trust anyone when you invest

New Delhi, Agency.  

Moody’s Investors Service on Monday slashed India’s 
growth forecast to 5.4 per cent for 2020 from 6.6 per 
cent projected earlier on slower than expected economic 
recovery. In its update on Global Macro Outlook, Moody’s 
said India’s economy has decelerated rapidly over the 
last two years and expects economic recovery to begin 
in the current quarter. “We expect any recovery to be 
slower than we had previously expected. Accordingly, 
we have revised our growth forecasts to 5.4 per cent for 
2020 and 5.8 per cent for 2021, down from our previous 
projections of 6.6 per cent and 6.7 per cent, respectively,” 
Moody’s said. 

The growth projections are based on calendar 
year and as per its estimates, India has clocked a GDP 
growth of 5 per cent in 2019. With a weak economy 
and depressed credit growth reinforcing each other, 
Moody’s said “it is difficult to envision a quick 
turnaround of either, even if economic deceleration may 
have troughed.” On the fiscal front, it said, the Union 
Budget 2020 did not contain a significant stimulus to 
address the demand slump.”As similar policies in other 
countries have shown, tax cuts are unlikely to translate 
into higher consumer and business spending when 
risk aversion is high,” it said. Moody’s said it expects 

additional easing by the RBI. However, if the recent rise 
in CPI inflation, mainly as a result of higher food prices, 
is seen to have second-round effects, this would make 
it more challenging for the central bank to cut interest 
rates further, it added. With regard to global growth, 
Moody’s said the coronavirus outbreak has diminished 
optimism about prospects of an incipient stabilization 
of global growth this year. Global GDP growth forecast 
has been revised down, and Moody’ .

Moody’s cuts India’s growth 
projection to 5.4% for 2020New Delhi, Agency.  

Bajaj Finance Ltd on Monday replaced State Bank of India to 
become India’s tenth most-valued firm by market capitalisation 
on the BSE. According to the 
BSE, Bajaj Finance’s market 
capitalization stood at 2.87 
trillion, with its shares 
trading at 4,773.85 on the 
BSE. The finance company’s 
shares have risen nearly 
12% so far this year. State 
Bank of India has a market 
cap of 2.81 trillion. Currently, 
Reliance Industries Ltd is 
the country’s most valued 
company with a market cap 
of 9.48 trillion, followed 
by Tata Consultancy Services Ltd ( 8.26 trillion) and HDFC Bank 
Ltd ( 6.73 trillion). Hindustan Unilever Ltd is number four ( 4.95 
trillion), followed by HDFC Ltd ( 4.12 trillion), Infosys Ltd ( 3.36 
trillion), ICICI Bank Ltd ( 3.50 trillion), Kotak Mahindra Bank Ltd 
( 3.23 trillion), and Bharti Airtel Ltd ( 3.07 trillion). Despite the 
slowdown in consumer spending, Bajaj Finance has reported 
strong earnings consistently and analysts said this is a clear 
indication of the company’s resilient business model. Analysts 
gave a thumbs-up to the finance company’s portfolio granularity 
strategy across products and geographic locations and its capacity 
to absorb higher provisions. They believe the firm will continue on 
its high double-digit growth trajectory. 

Bajaj Finance among top 10 
most-valued firms on BSE

n  Airtel offers to investors 
prospects of strong growth 
at a time when the economy 
is in a slowdown

n  Airtel’s fundraising in the 
past year shows it is well-
placed to face the onslaught
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Mumbai, Agency.  From drama, action to 
horror, Vicky Kaushal has shown range 
in different films, but the actor says if he 
starts charting out his career he will start 
feeling “rigid”. Asserting that he is not the 
one to jump genres by design, the actor 
begins the new year with horror film 
Bhoot The Haunted Ship. Vicky scored big 
in 2018 with films like Raazi, Sanju and 
Manmarziyaan and followed it up with last 
year’s blockbuster, Uri – The Surgical Strike, 
which also earned him his maiden National 
Film Award. “I don’t plan my career. I won’t 
be able to justify my work if I’m planning 
and then sticking to it. It’ll make me rigid 
as an actor. It’s important for me to be part 
of good films made by good filmmakers 
because people are interested in watching 
good stories,” the actor said in a group 
interview. Vicky believes he will continue to 
grow as an actor as long as he keeps doing 
different kinds of films. “I hadn’t explored 
action before Uri, so there was a hunger in 
me. In Bhoot, I did horror for the first time, 
so I wanted to learn a lot. I don’t want to get 
complacent that ‘This is my home ground 
now’.” Backed by Karan Johar, Bhoot is 
directed by Bhanu Pratap Singh and spins 
a fictional tale around the true incident 
where a cargo ship was stranded at Juhu 
Beach. The actor will next be seen in Shoojit 
Sircar’s biopic on revolutionary Udham 
Singh, followed by Karan’s Takht. Vicky 
said since Uri, he has been on a beautiful 
journey and feels more confident about his 
skills. “You feel good when you get so much 
love, confidence of producers and get to 
work with filmmakers you always wanted 
to work with. You feel more confident that 
you’re on the right track. Uri was made with 
a debutant director, I hadn’t really done a lot 
of solo lead films before. “There was a huge 
responsibility but the film clicked with the 
audience. Today, people aren’t dependent on 
the packaging of the film. If there’s merit in a 
film, it’ll have an audience,” he added. Bhoot 
is scheduled to be released on February 21.

I don’t plan my career 
: Vicky Kaushal

Mumbai, Agency.  It’s been almost 10 years 
but Kartik Aaryan’s monologues from the 
Pyaar Ka Punchnama series continue to be 
so popular with his fans that the actor says 
every time he delivers barely three lines 
people subconsciously think he is going for 
it again. Kartik’s one-man acts, where he 
ranted about his love life, played a significant 

role in the success of 
Luv Ranjan’s Pyaar Ka 
Punchnama (2011) and 
Pyaar Ka Punchnama 
2 (2015). But the 
29-year-old actor 
asserted he has never 
delivered monologues 
beyond these two 

films. “Monologues were there in just two 
films. Whenever I say a three-line dialogue, 
people think that I’m delivering a monologue. 
The dialogues in Pyaar Ka Punchnama films 
were actually monologues. They were both 
six-page long scenes and 12 minutes in 
length. “But it is just these two films out of 
my whole filmography Akash Vaani, Luka 
Chuppi, Sonu Ke Titu Ki Sweety, Pati Patni 
Aur Woh and now Love Aaj Kal. I have never 
done monologues. So it is wrong to compare,” 
Kartik told PTI in an interview. The actor said 
today people have a preconceived notion that 
he is doling out a monologue as a rant or in a 
confrontational scene in his films. “Both the 
monologues went viral, they were a hit on 
social media. People have really loved them. 
Now, it comes subconsciously to people that 
I’m delivering a lot of monologues. “In Luka 
Chuppi, I barely had any dialogues because 
it was a situational comedy. But whenever 
there is a confrontational scene or a scene 
where I’m ranting about something, you get 
a sense that a monologue has started or is 
about to come,” Kartik said.

I have done monologues in only 
two movies, says Kartik Aaryan

Want to reinvent myself with every film: Tara Sutaria
Mumbai, Agency. 

Actor Tara Sutaria says she is happy to have 
started her Bollywood career at a time when 
great parts are being written for women. Tara, 
who started her career as a child artiste with 
Disney India show Big Bada Boom (2010), 
made her Bollywood debut last year with 
Student of the Year 2. The 24-year-old actor 
said she aims to surprise the audiences with 
every film. “These are really exciting times 
for women in the movies. There are great 
opportunities for us. 

The kind of roles I want to do, the list is 
endless and the next film I’m doing something 
not many people expect me to do. I want to 
reinvent myself with every film,” Tara told PTI 
on the sidelines of the Lakme Fashion Week 
Summer/Resort 2020 here. Her last big screen 
outing was Marjaavaan and the actor will next 
be seen in Tadap, the Hindi remake of Telugu 
hit RX 100, which marks the Bollywood debut 
of actor Suniel Shetty’s son Ahan. “We have 
shot most of the film. We shot in Mussoorie 
where I also shot for my first film Student of 
the Year 2. I’m looking forward to the film.” 
Tara said she does not want to limit herself 
to acting and wishes to expand her repertoire 
in other aspects of filmmaking. “I always 
wanted to be a singer and I’m delighted I got 
a chance to act too. I’m really looking forward 
to the next few years and hopefully I will get 
a chance to sing in my films as well. I hope to 
sing in my next film and carry that forward. I 

would also like to direct someday,” she said. 
At the LFW, Tara walked for designer Punit 
Balana’s collection The Royal Bagh, inspired 
by Sisodia Rani Palace Garden of Jaipur. “Punit 
is someone I’m fond of personally. We have 
worked together for a couple of times now. I 
have worn his clothes for my film promotions 
and it’s really nice to walk for him. His 
clothes are easy, fun, feminine and elegant,” 
she said. The actor added she has always 
been passionate about fashion. “Fashion is 
something I have always loved. Anything to do 
with designing be it decor, fashion or styling  
I have always paid attention to it. Also in my 
line of work, it is a big part. I’m passionate 
about art and music, so I would love to do a 
crossover between fashion and music.” The 
LFW concludes on Sunday.

Mumbai, Agency. 

Mithali Raj, captain of the Indian women’s national cricket 
team in Tests and ODIs, hopes her biopic Shabaash Mithu 
inspires young girls to join the sport. The biographical drama 
will be directed by Rahul Dholakia, best known for making 
movies such as Raees, Lamhaa and Parzania. “I’m happy that 
there is a biopic on my story because a lot will be shown about 
the struggles of a woman cricketer. When we started way back 
in the ’90s, the journey of a woman cricketer in our country 
was difficult,” Mithali told PTI on the sidelines of the Lakme 
Fashion Week Summer/Resort 2020. The sportstar said there 
are a lot of girls who wish to play cricket but feel there is no 
scope for them to grow and the Taapsee Pannu-fronted film 
will bust that myth. “It will also inspire a lot of young girls who dream about becoming a 
cricketer. Many young girls have the urge to play the sport but never get to see it on television 
so they feel there is no scope. This will open a lot of opportunities for them to dream,” she 
added. The film, produced by Viacom18 Studios, stars Taapsee in the lead, and the cricketer 
said she is looking forward to see the actor slip into her shoes. “I feel quite nice about having 
Taapsee on board to tell my story. I have seen a sports drama where she played a hockey 
player. She kind of has this way of playing a sportsperson. And I think what little I’ve seen of 
her, she will be able to even ape my skill at some level,” Mithali, 37, said. The first look of the 
film was unveiled last month and has been well-received by the audience. Shabaash Mithu will 
hit the theatres on February 5 next year. At the LFW Summer/Resort 2020, Mithali walked for 
designer Payal Singhal on Saturday. For the show, the designer collaborated with Corcal Bone 
& Beauty. The cricketer, who made her debut at the fashion gala, said as an athlete she hardly 
gets an opportunity to dress up and walking the ramp was a fun experience. 

Tejas first look : Kangana Ranaut 
is impressive as an Air Force pilot

New Delhi, Agency. 

The makers of Tejas on Monday 
shared the first look of Kangana 
Ranaut from the film. In the still, 
Kangana looks impressive in her 
Air Force pilot avatar. Written and 
directed by Sarvesh Mewara, Tejas 
is bankrolled by Ronnie Screwvala’s 
RSVP. “We made an army-based 
film with Uri: The Surgical Strike. 
Tejas is our dedication to the brave 
fighter pilots of the Indian Air Force 
who always put the country first,” 
producer Ronnie Screwvala said in  
a statement. 

Talking about her role in Tejas, 
Kangana mentioned, “Very often the 
sacrifices made by our brave women 
in uniform go unnoticed by the 
nation. Tejas is a film where I have 
the honour of playing the role of one 
such Air Force pilot that puts country 
before self. I hope we instill a sense 
of patriotism and pride in the youth 
of today with this film. I am looking 
forward to the journey with Sarvesh 
and Ronnie on this one.” Sarvesh 
Mewara, who makes his directorial 

debut with Tejas, is excited about the 
project. “When your debut film has 
Ronnie Screwvala as the producer 
and Kangana Ranaut as the lead actor, 

going all out to chase your dreams 
feels worth it,” he said. Tejas is set to 
go on floors this summer and release 
in April 2021.

New Delhi, Agency. 

In our series Streaming Guide, we list the works of a filmmaker or actor which 
are available on streaming platforms like Netflix, Amazon Prime Video, Hotstar, 
Eros Now and YouTube among more. This edition features Bollywood actor Kartik 
Aaryan who has films like Pyar Ka Punchnama, Sonu Ke Titu Ki Sweety, Luka 
Chuppi and Silvat among more to his credit. “Table leni hai, table leni hai, table 
leni hai..”. Well, this monologue on women from the movie is what comes to mind 
when I think about Kartik Aaryan’s Bollywood debut Pyar Ka Punchnama. It is a 
story of three bachelors who fall in love, but their relationships are no cakewalk. 
The girls with whom they fall in love with, don’t love them but are with them for 
their selfish reasons. Apart from Kartik, the film starred an ensemble cast of Raayo 
S. Bakhirta, Divyendu Sharma, Nushrat Bharucha, Sonnalli Seygall and Ishita Raj 
Sharma. Directed by Luv Ranjan, the 2011 romantic comedy was a sleeper hit, 
and gained so much popularity among the audience that it got a sequel Pyaar Ka 
Punchnama 2. Luv Ranjan, Kartik Aaryan and Nushrat Bharucha came together 
yet again in 2013 for romantic drama Akaash Vani. The audience once again saw 
Kartik as a chocolate boy romancing his leading lady Nushrat. 

The film narrates the love story of Akaash and Vani who after enjoying the 
honeymoon period of college romance heads towards a painful breakup. Vani 
gets married to the man of her parents’ choice, but he is a passive-aggressive male 
chauvinist who beats her often. She decides to leave him and finally, the college 
sweethearts find their way back to each other. If you like sentimental dramas, 
Akaash Vani can be a good pick for you. It is difficult to describe the genre of Subhash 
Ghai directorial Kaanchi: The Unbreakable. In some parts, it is a love story and in 
others, it is a revenge drama. A small-town girl Kaanchi (Mishti) is about to marry 

her childhood sweetheart Binda (Kartik Aaryan) when her obsessive lover and 
the son of a rich industrialist Sushant Kakda (Rishabh Sinha) kills Binda in front 
of her. How she takes revenge for Binda’s murder forms the plot of the film. Film 
critics panned the film for the below-average performances and loose screenplay. 
The second film in Pyar Ka Punchnama series, Pyaar Ka Punchnama 2 brought 
together the trio of Luv Ranjan, Kartik Aaryan and Nushrat Bharucha. The film 
followed a similar plot as the first film in the franchise and focussed on the plight 

of men in modern-day relationships. Kartik had a monologue/rant against women 
which became as popular as the one in Pyar Ka Punchnama. It also starred Omkar 
Kapoor, Sunny Singh, Ishita Raj Sharma and Sonnalli Seygall. Tanuja Chandra’s 
short film Silvat has Kartik Aaryan and Meher Mistry in the lead roles. The official 
description of the movie reads, “Silvat is the story of Noor, whose husband takes 
up a job abroad, within the first week of their marriage. Her married life turns into 
a never-ending wait for her husband. Meanwhile, she falls in love with Anwar, a 
tailor, but they both are apprehensive about expressing their feelings.” A sequel of 
2010 Ajay Devgn film Atithi Tum Kab Jaoge?, Guest iin London stars Kartik Aaryan, 
Kriti Kharbanda, Paresh Rawal and Tanvi Azmi. There is absolutely no reason as to 
why you should stream this comedy-drama. Still, if you are a Kartik Aaryan fan and 
do not wish to miss any of his films, watch it at your own risk. Once again Kartik 
Aaryan along with Luv Ranjan was on a mission to rescue men from manipulative 
women. This time it was about his childhood friend Titu who falls for Sweety who 
is interested more in his property than him. The entire film revolves around his 
efforts to break Titu and Sweety’s marriage. Luka Chuppi is a light-hearted story 
of two individuals Guddu (Kartik Aaryan) and Rashmi (Kriti Sanon) who meet 
in an arranged marriage set-up and decide to be in a live-in relationship before 
deciding on marriage. Things go fine between them until Guddu’s family discovers 
the duo are living together. To avoid further complications, Guddu and Rashmi in a 
haste claim they are already married. How they deal with their respective families 
while trying to get married in real makes for an entertaining watch. The Indian 
Express film critic Shubhra Gupta gave the film a 2-star rating. In her review, she 
wrote, “The remake of B R Chopra’s 1978 hit has a ready-made template, not that 
marital infidelity or of any other kind, needs one. 

Kartik Aaryan movies

Mumbai, Agency. 

Soon after the success of the Oscar-winning Slumdog 
Millionaire, actor Irrfan Khan once happened to be sitting 
in the same restaurant as Mark Ruffalo in New York, hoping 
to interact with the Hollywood star but to no avail. As the 
Avengers: Endgame star was about to leave, a disappointed 
Irrfan was met with surprise when Ruffalo himself recognised 
the Indian actor, reached out to him and complimented him on 
his work. The incident that took place perhaps around 2010 
is one of the many anecdotes mentioned in Aseem Chhabra’s 
Irrfan Khan: The Man, The Dreamer, The Star, a biographical 
work on the 53-year-old actor. According to the book, Irrfan 
and Indian director-screenwriter Aditya Bhattacharya were 
once having a brunch at a well-known restaurant in New York 
City with producer Leslie Holleran (The Cider House Rules, 
1999 and Chocolat, 2000). This was the year after the huge 
success of Danny Boyle’s Slumdog Millionaire. “Suddenly 
Irrfan elbowed Aditya. He had noticed that actor Mark Ruffalo 
was sitting on the next table. But he was there with a large 
group of people, perhaps his family. Irrfan told Aditya that he 
was a big fan of Mark and somehow wanted an introduction. 
“‘I asked Leslie if she knew him, and she said she did, but she 
didn’t feel like walking up to Mark,’ Aditya says. ‘She said it 
didn’t look right. But I could also see Irrfan thinking, ‘Hello toh 
bolte hain’ (Let’s at least say hello),” the book states. “When we 
were leaving, Irrfan looked disappointed, but then something 
incredible happened,’ Aditya adds. ‘Mark saw him, put his 
hand forward and said, ‘Hey man, I love your work’. And Irrfan 
probably saw sparkling lights all over’,” Aditya is quoted as 
saying in the book. Brought out by Rupa Publications, the book 
is a third biography of an Indian cinestar by Chhabra, who has 
previously come out with works on the late Shashi Kapoor in 
2016 and Priyanka Chopra in 2018. The book draws largely 
from personal interviews of people and artistes associated 
with the actor throughout his journey from a small household 
in Rajasthan’s Tonk to drama school in Delhi to Mumbai and 
then becoming a globally recognised artiste with his billboards 
now in Hollywood. Launched in January, it also attempts at 
deconstructing several of Irrfan’s performances on screen, 
both in Hindi and English.

Mumbai, Agency.  Filmfare Awards 2020 was a 
star-studded event with the presence of celebrities 
such as Ranveer Singh, Alia Bhatt, Ayushmann 
Khurrana and others. This year, the event took 
place in Assam. Gully Boy swept most of the awards 
of the night. Ranveer Singh won Best Actor for 
his performance in the musical drama. Alia Bhatt 
took home the title of Best Actor (Female) for her 
portrayal of Safeena in Gully Boy. Another film 
that stole the spotlight was the Anubhav Sinha 
directorial Article 15. The film received Critics’ 
Award for Best Film. Ayushmann Khurrana 
won Critics’ Award for Best Actor (Male) for his 
performance in Article 15. Sharing a picture on 
Instagram, Khurrana wrote, “Filmfare for the BEST 
ACTOR (critics). Sigh. When I wrapped up Article 
15 I had posted a caption on my social media 
platforms stating that I just wrapped up the most 
important film of 2019. 

Mumbai, Agency. 

Imtiaz Ali directorial Love Aaj 
Kal has minted Rs 20.41 crore 
after two days. The film, starring 
Kartik Aaryan and Sara Ali 
Khan, is said to be the spiritual 
successor to Ali’s own 2009 film 
with the same title. The original 
film starred Saif Ali Khan and 
Deepika Padukone. Trade 
analyst Taran Adarsh tweeted, 
“#LoveAajKal dips on Day 2… 
Shocking part is, the decline has 
come at metros/multiplexes, 

which is its target audience… Weak at Tier-2 cities as well as 
mass circuits… Needs a miracle to salvage the show on Day 
3… Fri 12.40 cr, Sat 8.01 cr. Total: 20.41 cr. #India biz. Earlier 
trade analyst Girish Johar had shared with indianexpress.com, 
“Love Aaj Kal has a fantastic buzz. The trailer and songs have 
been liked a lot. The genre of the film is romantic, and love 
is in the air with Valentine’s Day around the corner, so it is a 
fantastically planned release coinciding with the celebration 
of love. I am looking forward to a good start for the film at 
the box office.” He’d added, “Love Aaj Kal has Kartik and Sara. 
Both of them are heartthrobs of the young generation, and 
they are being liked a lot. Kartik Aaryan is growing with every 
film. He has immense talent, and he gives his heart and soul to 
his acting. He is being appreciated, and that love is showing at 
the box office. Sara is a younger version of Alia Bhatt. She has 
a strong fanbase too.” 

When Mark Ruffalo 
reached out to 
compliment Irrfan Khan

Filmfare Awards 2020 : The 
complete winners list

Love Aaj Kal box office collection Day 2 
Kartik and Sara starrer mints Rs 20.41 crore
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Hope my biopic inspires young girls 
to take up cricket : Mithali Raj
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