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Patna, Agency. Two people were injured 
in an incident during stone-pelting on the 
convoy of CPI leader and former JNUSU 
president Kanhaiya Kumar in Bibiganj 
village of Ara on Friday. Kanhaiya and his 
supporters were on their way from Buxar 
to Ara town to hold a public meeting, 
as part of his ongoing ‘Jan-Gan-Man’ 
yatra, which started on January 30 and is 
scheduled to culminate in a rally in Patna 
on February 27. The yatra is in protest 
against the Citizenship (Amendment) 
Act, National Population Register and the 
proposed National Register of Citizens. The 
stone-pelting took place around 3.30 pm. 
When Kanhaiya’s car applied the brakes 
suddenly, a motorcycle behind it rammed 
into the car, injuring the rider. The biker, who has since been identified, is under 
suspicion. One of Kanhaiya’s supporters, 
who was travelling with him in the car, was 
also injured when the vehicle suddenly 
came to a halt. In all, three people have 
been booked in connection with the case. 
Kanhaiya, who did not suffer any injuries 
in the accident or in the stone-pelting, 
addressed the well-attended public 
meeting in Ara as per schedule. Earlier, 
Kanhaiya had tweeted saying that the 
platform he was going to use to address the 
Ara rally had been ‘torched’ on Thursday. 
Bhojpur Superintendent of Police Sushil 
Kumar told The Indian Express: “We have 
booked three persons. 

Kanhaiya’s convoy 
attacked in Ara, two 
injured, three booked

Bhopal, Agency.  SENIOR CONGRESS 
leader Jyotiraditya Scindia has threatened 
to take to the streets against his own 
party’s government in Madhya Pradesh 
if the demands of guest teachers are not 
accepted. “Our manifesto (for Assembly elections) had promised to fulfil your 
demand. The manifesto is a sacred book for us. If every promise is not fulfilled, I will 
take to the streets with you. Don’t think 
you are alone,’’ he said in Kundila village 
in Tikamgarh. He was addressing a rally 
when the guest teachers raised slogans. 
Guest teachers have been protesting for 
weeks in Bhopal demanding that their 
services be regularised. Scindia, who lost 
the parliamentary elections from Guna-
Shivpuri constituency, has taken on the 
Kamal Nath government in the past too. 
Calling the outcome of the Delhi elections 
“extremely disappointing”, Scindia had said 
on Thursday that the country has changed 
and the oldest national party should go to 
people with a new ideology. BJP spokesman 
Lokendra Parashar took a dig at Scindia, 
saying, “You had earlier announced a campaign against sand mafia and now 
you are talking of taking to the streets for 
teachers. Mere announcements won’t help, 
you should do something…”

MP: Scindia threatens 
agitation if guest teachers’ 
demands not met

Meerut, Agency.  A 45-year-old man, 
director of a private educational institute 
near Baghpat’s Malakpur village, was 
shot dead on the premises, allegedly by a 
18-year-old man and his two accomplices 
Friday. Police said the victim, Gulveer Tomar, 
was at the institute when the accused, 
Anshul Tyagi (18) and his two aides, reached there and fired three bullets. Tomar was 
taken to a local hospital and was referred 
to Meerut but succumbed to injuries on the 
way, the police said. “We have searched the 
residence of the accused in Shabga village 
but he is yet to be traced. The crime is the 
fallout of a row between Tyagi and Tomar 
over pending dues,” said Ajay Sharma, in 
charge of Kotwali police station.

Uttar Pradesh: Educational 
institute director shot by 
18-yr-old in Meerut

New Delhi, Agency.   

The Congress on Friday launched a multi-pronged attack on the government on the first anniversary of the Pulwama 
attack, triggering a war of words between the Opposition 
party and the ruling BJP. Accusing the government of 
hiding the investigation report, the Congress asked who 
has been held accountable for the security lapses. It also 
alleged that most of the families of the CRPF personnel 
who were killed in the attack have not received the promised financial assistance and jobs. “Today, as we 
remember our 40 CRPF martyrs in the Pulwama attack, let us ask who benefitted the most from the attack? What is the outcome of the inquiry into the attack? Who in the 

BJP government has yet been held accountable for the security lapses that allowed the attack?” former Congress 
president Rahul Gandhi said. While Randeep Surjewala 
asked why the government was not revealing details of the financial assistance given to families of the slain 
personnel and why it was hiding the investigation report, 
party spokesperson Jaiveer Shergill, while addressing 
a press conference, alleged that the government had so far not delivered on promises of financial assistance and 
jobs made to the families. “Why has a single rupee from 
the Bharat ke Veer Fund with a corpus of approximately 
Rs 250 crore not been utilised to release the funds to 
the families of the soldiers who gave up their lives in the 
Pulwama attack. In whose pocket and on whose direction, 
the Rs 250 crore of Bharat ke Veer fund has gone…If the 
families of the soldiers are not getting the money under 
a fund established under the Home Ministry… then who 
is the recipient….The government should give a proper 
account on the spending and utilisation of the fund,” 
Shergill said. The BJP hit back aggressively, with one of 
its leaders calling Rahul a known sympathiser of terror outfits Laskhar-e-Taiba and Jaish-e-Mohammed. 

Who benefited, asks 
Rahul, BJP calls him LeT, 

Jaish sympathiser

Dehradun, Agency.   

While the Bharatiya Janata Party 
government in Uttarakhand is going 
to complete three years in the state, 
the Opposition Congress will embark 
on a 17-day ‘Dev Yachna Yatra’ from Saturday. Party leaders and state office-
bearers will visit several religious places 
across the state to “pray that the BJP 
governments are removed from the state 
and the Centre”. 

The yatra is scheduled to start from 
Haridwar district and will conclude in 
Udham Singh Nagar district on March 2. According to the programme finalised by 
the party, the leaders will visit more than 
70 temples, half-a-dozen dargahs and 
several gurdwaras in different districts 
as part of the yatra. Yatra convener 
Mantri Prasad Naithani said a one-page 
document has been drafted to highlight 
34 issues on which the Congress will 
protest against the BJP government 
and “seek justice from the gods”. Issues 
related to unemployment, education, 
medical facilities, and decisions like 
formation of the Devasthannam Shrine 
Board have been highlighted in the 

document. According to the schedule, 
the yatra will start from the Uttarakhand 
Andolan Shaheed Sthal at Rampur Tiraha 
in Haridwar district, where leaders will hold the first ‘yachna sabha (prayer 
meet)’ in Shakambari Devi temple.
They will also hold ‘yachna sabhas’ in 
Roorkee Shiv Mandir, Shabir Sahab ki 
Dargah, Dakshprajapati temple and Har 
ki Pauri on the banks of Ganga the same 
day. From there, over the next 16 days, 
the yatra will move across Dehradun, 
Uttarkashi, Tehri, Pauri, Rudraprayag, 
Chamoli, Bagheshwar and Udham Singh 
Nagar districts. “In every ‘yachna sabha’ 
in temples, dargahs and gurdwaras, 
that document will be read before god 
and a prayer will be made to punish BJP 
governments in the state and Centre for 
their anti-people policies and decisions. 

Uttarakhand: Prayer on lips, Congress 
leaders to set out on religious yatra to 

Muzaffarnagar, Agency.   

IT IS a case of the judge, jury and prosecution 
rolled into one. On Wednesday, the Muzaffarnagar 
Additional District Magistrate (ADM) ordered 53 
people to pay a total of Rs 23.41 lakh for damage 
caused to property during an anti-CAA protest on 
December 20. ADM Amit Singh issued the orders a 
month after he had issued notices seeking replies 
from them. Of the 53, 50 had responded to the 
notices but records accessed by The Indian Express 
show glaring gaps in due process. 

For one, the ADM did not allow the defence 
to cross-examine the police on explanations and 
evidence submitted by those asked to pay up. Neither 
did he detail the evidence placed on record by the accused. Instead, the ADM’s final executive order only 
states that the accused have refuted all the allegations. 
The order does not even give any detail about which 
accused was involved in the destruction of a particular 
public property. Instead, it says that the accused have 
been held responsible for damage of public property 
based on CCTV footage and photographs provided by 
police. The order records the argument put forward 
by the accused that “none of them have been named 
in the FIR” and that “notices make no mention of what 
are the public properties that have been damaged”. 
But there is no response from the police on these 
key discrepancies. The order was passed despite the 

notices issued last month being challenged before 
the Supreme Court. On Thursday, the Allahabad High 
Court stayed similar notices issued in Kanpur on the 
grounds that their legality is being questioned before 
the Supreme Court.

In his order, ADM Singh states that on January 1, 
2020, Civil Lines Police reported that on the basis 
of CCTV footage, it had found 27 persons indulging 
in arson, stone-pelting and destruction of public 
property. However, it does not explain why police 
added 32 others to that list 10 days later. Consider 
some of the key illustrative examples cited by the 
accused to argue that they did not get a hearing from 
the ADM: Among the 53 is a 14-year-old boy who is 
preparing for his board exams this week. The boy’s 
father, who runs a kirana shop, placed school records 
before the ADM to prove that his son is a minor. 

In Muzaffarnagar protest case, ADM is 
prosecution, jury and judge combined

Budget proposals won’t have much inflationary 
impact : RBI Governor Shaktikanta Das

New Delhi, Agency.   

Reserve Bank of India Governor 
Shaktikanta Das Saturday said that the inflationary impact of government 
spending as outlined in the Union 
Budget for 2020-21 won’t be much, 
adding that the government has adhered to the principle of fiscal 
prudence. The transmission of rate 
cuts has been “steadily improving” 
and is expected to improve further in 
the coming months, he added. “With 
regard to the impact of the rate cut 
plateauing out, I would not entirely 
agree with that because transmission 
of rate cut has been steadily improving. 
If you recall, in December MPC when 
we met, the transmission to fresh 
rupee loans was in the order of about 
49 basis points. In this monetary policy, 
we have said that it has improved to 
69 basis points. It is the consequence 
of the rate cut, surplus liquidity that 
we ensure in the system and third, 
and very important, the external 
benchmarking which was brought into 
operation from October 1 onwards. 
Transmission is slowly and steadily 
improving and it should improve even 
more in the coming months,” Das said 
after the central board meeting where 
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman 
addressed the board after the Budget. 
The RBI has cut its policy rate by 135 
basis points in the last year. 

The RBI in its last monetary policy 
review meeting held on February 6 
had maintained the status quo on 
the key policy rates citing growth-inflation dynamics. It had stated that the inflation was on a rising trajectory 
through the fourth quarter of 2019-
20 and its outlook remains “highly 
uncertain.” When asked if the RBI is relooking at the inflation target set in 
the Monetary Policy Framework, given the rising inflation, the RBI Governor 

said an internal review of the impact 
of Monetary Policy Framework is being 
undertaken currently within the RBI 
and if required, the central bank will 
have a discussion with the government. 
“Monetary policy framework has been 
in operation for the past 3.5 years. 
Internally we are reviewing, we are 
analysing how MPC framework has 
worked over the last 3.5 years. There 
is already an internal review process 
going on. At the appropriate time if 
required we will have dialogue and 
discussion with the government. At the 
moment, it is under review within the 
RBI,” he said. As per the Monetary Policy 
Framework, the RBI’s medium-term 
target for consumer price index (CPI) inflation is 4 per cent within a band of 
plus or minus 2 per cent. The central.government had notified the target 
for the period from August 5, 2016, to 
March 31, 2021, with the amended RBI Act providing for the inflation target 
to be set by the Government of India, 
in consultation with the Reserve Bank, once in every five years. On the impact of Budget on inflation, Das said the escape 
clause used by the government is well 
within the parameters set by the FRBM committee. “The direct inflationary 

impact of any Budget is fiscal deficit 
number when borrowing goes up, but 
the government has adhered to the principle of fiscal prudence. The escape clause under FRBM Act, the deficit 
number in the current year as well as 
the next year are very much within the 
parameters set as per FRBM committee 
recommendations. 

The good part of the government 
borrowing is also budgeted to come 
from small savings. Therefore, I don’t see much of an inflationary impact,” 
he said. The RBI Governor said that declining crude prices has definitely a positive impact on inflation and it will not lead to a spike in inflation. “The main reason for the spike in inflation is because of food inflation, mostly milk, fish, and various protein-related items. Core inflation has slightly edged up 
because of revision of telecom tariffs, 
so therefore, I don’t see much of an impact (of Budget) on inflation,” he 
said. Consumer Price Index (CPI)-based retail inflation surged to 7.59 per cent 
in January as against 7.35 per cent in December. The spike in retail inflation 
was stoked by higher price levels of 
food items such as vegetables, eggs, meat and fish and fuels. 

Ahead of India visit, Trump reiterates: ‘I am No. 1 on Facebook, PM Modi No. 2’
Looking forward to it!” According to media reports, in an interview with CNBC during the World Economic

New Delhi, Agency.   

Days before his maiden visit to India, Donald 
Trump on Saturday made yet another 
reference to Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg’s 
claims that he was number 1 on the social 
media platform, followed by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi.

Taking to Twitter, Trump said, “Great honour, I think? Mark Zuckerberg recently 
stated that “Donald J. Trump is Number 1 
on Facebook. Number 2 is Prime Minister 
Modi of India.” Actually, I am going to India 
in two weeks. Looking forward to it!” 
According to media reports, in an interview 
with CNBC during the World Economic 
Summit in Davos earlier, Trump had said, “I 
am No.1 on Facebook; you know who’s No. 2? Modi of India.” The US President added 
that this information was shared with him 
by Zuckerberg when the two met for dinner 
in 2019. The US President will be in India 
on February 24 and 25 during which he 
is expected to visit Delhi and Ahmedabad. 
On Wednesday, Modi had said the two 
countries share a common commitment to 
“democracy and pluralism” and the visit will 
go a long way in further cementing India-
US friendship. “Extremely delighted that @

POTUS @realDonaldTrump and @FLOTUS 
will visit India on 24th and 25th February. 
India will accord a memorable welcome 
to our esteemed guests. This visit is a very 

special one and it will go a long way in further 
cementing India-USA friendship,” the Prime 
Minister had posted on the micro-blogging site. On the first day, Trump, along with First 

Lady Melania Trump, will visit Gujarat, PM 
Modi’s home state. “It played an important 
role in Mahatma Gandhi’s life and leadership 
of the Indian independence movement,” a 
White House statement earlier had said. Later 
in the day, he will inaugurate Motera’s Sardar 
Vallabhbhai Patel Stadium, which is being 
billed as the largest stadium in the world. Trump, who is visiting India five months 
after PM Modi had addressed the Indian 
diaspora in ‘Howdy Modi!’ event in Houston, 
is expected to share the stage with the Prime 
Minister in a similar event. 

The event, named ‘Kem Chho Mr 
President’ (How are you Mr President), will 
see Trump addressing an audience which 
will mostly comprise Gujarati diaspora 
and those having families in the US, mostly 
from the US, at the Motera cricket stadium. 
On the second day, Trump is expected to 
visit Delhi where he is expected to wrap up 
issues related to trade and defence deals 
which he can showcase in his campaign. 
Agra in Uttar Pradesh was also considered 
as one of the stops for the US President, 
news agency PTI had reported, where he 
was likely to visit the Taj Mahal. However, the plan is yet to be confirmed.
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Bhupesh Baghel Chhattisgarh’s first 
CM to speak at Harvard University

On Kashmir, Jaishankar tells US 
Senator India will ‘settle it’

Raipur, Correspondent.Bhupesh Baghel will be the first Chief 
Minister of Chhattisgarh to have been 
invited to deliver a keynote address 
in Harvard India Conference. It is a 
matter of pride for a tribal-dominated 
and agriculture oriented state like 
Chhattisgarh. Although the chief minister 
has been invited to a discussion on the 
topic ‘Caste and Politics in Democratic 
India’, he will share his experiences 
on recent innovative initiatives in 
agriculture and allied sectors in 
Chhattisgarh with policy makers and 
researchers present there.

He will also provide information on 
various other issues, including increase 
in purchasing power of the people of 
Chhattisgarh despite economic recession. 
The researchers of Harvard University 
are so impressed by the state’s ambitious 
scheme, Narwa, Garwa, Ghurwa and 
Badi scheme that they have expressed 
their desire to study and research on the 
scheme in the state. At the same time, the 
students in the university will research 

on how the optimum use of rain water 
is promoted through water management 
structures, resulting in recharging the 
ground water table. It is noteworthy that 
in December last year, US Council General 
David Ranz visited Chhattisgarh, during 

which he had closely monitored the 
economic schemes of the Chhattisgarh 
government and had also inspected ‘Adarsh ??Gothan’. Last year in July also, US 
Ambassador to India Kenneth Ian Juster 
had visited Chhattisgarh. Getting invited 

for a lecture from a prestigious institute 
like Harvard is a major achievement. The 
India Conference of Harvard University, 
one of the best educational institutions in 
the world, is held annually for dialogue, 
discussion etc. on contemporary 
topics related to India, in which 
eminent personalities from all over the  
world participate. 

The event is one of the world’s 
largest forums for connecting people. 
Harvard University in Boston is counted 
among the world’s highest educational 
institutions. Many US presidents, Nobel 
laureates and famous personalities have 
studied at Harvard so far.

New Delhi, Agency. 

Hon’ble Governor of West Bengal Mr. 
Jagdeep Dhankhar meet with Apoorv 
Om at Raj Bhavan, Kolkata for his 
work about Inclusion and accept his 
Artwork (portrait of Governor with 
painting of Raj Bhavan building), 
also appreciated innovative  hard 
mission to bring specially-able 
including Deaf into mainstream 
through inclusive settings of 
Educational Institution so that a deaf 
and regular can study together in a classroom from a teacher at a time, office and society to 
make peaceful inclusive world. Apoorv om a 
self-learned very special artistic pencil artists 
was highly appreciated by earlier Governer of 
WB His Excelency Keshri Nath Tripathi ji and 
The Chief Justice of India Late Altamas Kabir ji from WB. He is a first deaf National Youth 
Awardees, National Awardees, International 
Artist, Youngest invitees by the International 
Court of Justice on 70th anniversary of 
ICJ, First Deaf speaker at  UNESCO and UN 
ECOSOC, his Artwork innovative Hanging 3D 
Model of UNESCO Building exhibits at main 
exhibition Hall,   UNESCO HQ Paris, and 3D 
Model of Supreme court of India building 
exhibits at Supreme Court Museum at New 

Delhi, Painting of World Court with portrait 
of all Judges exhibits at International Court 
of Justice, Painting of UN GENEVA campus 
exhibits at UNOV Geneva,  Honoured by UNSG Mr. Ban Ki-moon and Mr Kofi Annan, UNGA 
President and UN DSG, SG IMO LONDON, 
DG UNESCO, DG UNOV GENEVA, UNICEF, 
Seven Chief Justices of India, Chief Justices 
of four countries  President, Vice President 
and PM of India and many more Dignitaries 
from around the world. Apoorv Om feels that 
there is also lackness for communication for the deaf people that is very required field and necessary this is untouched field and he 
requested to the honorable governor that we 
have to required to work on it as an advisor 
post should be required at each and every 
platform at governmental label.

New Delhi, Agency. 

NEARLY A week after former Chief Election Commissioner 
S Y Quraishi wrote in The Indian Express that the Election 
Commission should have ordered the lodging of FIRs for hate 
speeches made during the Delhi campaign, the poll panel, in a 
highly unusual move, has written to him pointing out that no legal 

action was taken during his tenure as 
CEC under the Representation of the 
People Act and the IPC for violation 
of Model Code of Conduct. “Election 
Commission is planning to publish 
a compilation of actions taken 
against violators of Model Code of 
Conduct (MCC) in General Elections 
of Assembly and Parliament during 
last 20 years starting back from 11 
February, 2020, when the results 
of General Elections to Assembly of 
NCT of Delhi were announced. A list 

of MCC notices issued and action taken by Commission during the period when you were holding the office of CEC is enclosed,” Dr 
Sandeep Saxena, Senior Deputy Election Commissioner, wrote in 
the letter. “You may kindly like to peruse the same. It would be 
seen from the enclosed list that no action was taken by the then 
Commission during this period under section 123 of RP Act/153 
IPC. It is rather ironic as how far selective amnesia can mislead 
the readers,” Saxena wrote. The piece authored by Quraishi, 
which was published in The Indian Express on February 8 under 
the headline ‘A weak rebuke’, has also been attached with the letter. “After the flurry of such hate speeches, I have been flooded 
with queries about the nature of the Election Commission’s (EC) 
response. I was asked whether the Model Code of Conduct is 
toothless or the EC is ineffective and whether these offences are 
also under the purview of other laws of the land. 

New Delhi, Agency. 

In the wake of concerns by US leaders over 
the “human rights situation” in Jammu and 
Kashmir, India’s External Affairs Minister 
S Jaishankar Saturday said “do not worry”, 
adding that India would “settle it”. Four influential US Senators had written to US 
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo on February 
12 seeking an assessment of the human rights 
situation in J&K. 

The four signatories were Chris Van 
Hollen, Todd Young, Richard J Durbin and 
Lindsey O Graham. Referring to Kashmir, 
Graham told Jaishankar he hoped two 
democracies  in reference to India and 
Pakistan “end it differently”. “In India, you 
are moving forward, you got your problems 
like we do at home, but you’ve chosen the 
democratic path. When it comes to Kashmir, 
I don’t know how it ends, but let’s make sure 

that two democracies will end it differently. 
If you can prove that concept here, then I 
think that’s probably the best way to sell 
democracy,” Graham said. To this, Jaishankar 
responded, “Do not worry, Senator. One 
democracy will settle it and you know which 
one.” The two leaders were interacting at the 
Munich Security Conference in Germany. In 
their letter, the four Senators had described 
themselves as “longtime friends of India”. 
They said “more than six months after Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s government 
unilaterally revoked the autonomy of Jammu 
and Kashmir, the government continues to 
block most Internet in the region”. “Hundreds 
of Kashmiris remain in ‘preventive detention’, including key political figures,” 
they added. These letter was written days 
before US President Donald Trump’s visit to 
India from February 24 to February 25.

New Delhi, Agency. Former Kashmiri IAS officer Shah Faesal, 
who resigned last year to take up politics 
and has been under detention since August, 
was on Saturday booked under the Public 
Safety Act (PSA) by the Jammu and Kashmir 
administration. The move comes days after 
the stringent law was invoked against former 
chief ministers Omar Abdullah and Mehbooba 
Mufti. Omar’s father and Lok Sabha MP Farooq 
Abdullah is also booked under the PSA. 

All the leaders were taken into preventive 
detention following the abrogation of Article 
370 on August 5, 2019. Under the Act, a person 
is taken into custody to prevent him or her 
from acting in any manner that is prejudicial 
to “the security of the state or the maintenance 
of the public order”. It is very similar to the 
National Security Act that is used by other 
state governments for preventive detention. 
Faesal, the chief of Jammu & Kashmir People’s 
Movement (JKPM), was prevented from boarding a flight from New Delhi to Istanbul 
on August 14, 2019. He was taken to Srinagar 

and placed under house arrest. At the time, 
sources had told The Indian Express his 
detention was on the basis of a “perception 
of threat to public order due to his activities”. 
The move was based on a report from the J&K 
administration, they said. In 2009, Faesal had become the first Kashmiri to top the IAS exams. 
Last year he resigned to set up J&K People’s 
Movement with the aim of joining mainstream 

politics. Faesal has been vocal in his criticism 
of the government’s decision on the removal 
of special status to Jammu and Kashmir, and 
its bifurcation. In an interview to The Indian 
Express on August 10, 2019, he had said: “I 
see it as a catastrophic turn in our collective 
history, a day when everybody is feeling that it 
is a death knell to our identity, our history, our 
right to our land, our right to our existence.”

Now, former IAS officer Shah Faesal booked 
under Public Security Act

Shimla, Correspondent.

Chief Minister Shri Jai Ram Thakur during 
the  public meeting at Surajpur in Indora 
Vidhan Sabha area of Kangra district on 14 
February 2020 Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur said that  during the  first phase of his winter 
sojourn to Kangra district he had dedicated 
and laid foundation stones of developmental 
projects worth Rs. 165 crore in three 
assembly segments of Kangra district.  Chief 
Minister was addressing a public meeting 
at Surajpur in Indora Vidhan Sabha area of 
Kangra district today. Chief Minister said that 
today he had provided sops of developmental 
projects worth Rs. 65 crore to the people in 
Indora assembly constituency alone.  He 
said that foundation stones and dedication 
of developmental projects of Rs 50 crore 
each had been done in Baijnath and Kangra 
Vidhan Sabha area earlier. He said that this was a befitting reply to those who were 
unnecessarily making baseless allegations to 
mislead the people but the people of the State 
were wise enough to judge that who were 
the real benefactors of them.  Jai Ram Thakur 
said that the present State Government was 
according topmost priority for development 
of Kangra district as it was the biggest district 
of the State. 

He said that the State Government had not 
only celebrated the function to commemorate 
one year tenure of the State Government at Dharamshala, but also organised first 
Global Investors Meet at Dharamshala in 
Kangra district. He said that both these 
mega events were graced by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi. Chief Minister said that the 
opposition leaders were even questioning 
the Global Investor Meet organised by the 
State Government. He reminded the Congress 
leaders that they also travelled throughout 
the country to attract investments, but failed 

miserably to persuade the entrepreneurs to 
invest Himachal Pradesh. He said that the 
present State Government has succeeded in 
signing of MoUs worth about Rs. 96000 crore. 
He said that not only this groundbreaking 
ceremony was performed on completion of 
two years tenure of the State Government 
in which ground breaking of projects worth 
Rs 13,400 crore was performed.  Jai Ram 
Thakur said that the tenure of present 
State Government has been dedicated to 
good governance, innovations in various 
sectors and public services. He said that 
due to the effective implementation of these 
schemes, there has been a major change in 
the lives of the people of the State. He said 
that winning of all the four seats in the Lok 
Sabha elections and assembly by-elections to 
Dharamshala and Pachhad constituencies by 
a record margin had proved that the people 
of the State have given their full support to 
the policies and programmes of the present 
State Government. Chief Minister said that 
the Jan Manch Programme of the State has 
proved boon to the people of the State for 
redressal of their grievances. He said that in 
addition to this, Chief Minister Helpline 1100 
has also been launched where any person 
can register his complaints and grievances 
through their phones. He said that the State 
Government has launched Him Care Scheme 
to cover the 22 lakh people which were not 
covered under Ayushman Bharat Scheme of 
Central Government. He said that the State 
Government has also launched Sahara Yojna to provide financial assistance of Rs. 2000 per 
month to the family of those with seriously ill 
patients. He said that Grihini Suvidha Yojna 
was also launched to cover all the families 
not covered under Ujjawala Yojna. He said 
that the State Government has succeeded to make Himachal Pradesh the first State of the 
country as a smoke free state.

Developmental projects worth 165 crore in 
first phase of winter sojourn in Kangra district

Chandigarh, Agency. 

The number of deaths due to the 
COVID-19 mounted to 1,523 in China 
after the country’s National Health 
Commission reported 143 new deaths 
on Saturday morning. With 2,641 more 
people contracting the disease in the 
last one day, the total number of cases 
rose to 66,492. However, this amounts to a significant drop in the new cases 
from the higher numbers in the recent 
days since a broader diagnostic method 
was implemented. COVID-19 stems 
from a new form of coronavirus and has 
spread from China’s Wuhan province to 
more than 24 countries since December. 
Meanwhile, one more Indian national 
on the cruise ship off the Japanese coast 
has tested positive for coronavirus, the Indian embassy confirmed. Earlier, two 
Indians had tested positive. The embassy 
said it was in touch with all three 
Indians, who are crew members of the 

ship, and reported that their condition 
is stable and improving. International 
Business Machines Corp on Friday said 
it had canceled its participation in the 
RSA cyber security conference due to 
coronavirus-related concerns. The event 
is scheduled to take place Feb. 24–28 in 
San Francisco. The Chinese gymnastics 
team, which had entered into next 
week’s World Cup in Melbourne, has also 
pulled out due to Australian government 
travel restrictions put in place to limit 
the coronavirus outbreak, organisers 
said on Saturday. The restrictions on 
foreign nationals travelling from China 
were introduced in early February and 
extended for another week on Thursday.

China reports major drop in new 
virus cases; 3rd Indian onboard 

Japan ship tests positive

You didn’t act, why blame us: EC sends a 
letter to S Y Quraishi over his critical piece

n  Group from Harvard to 
visit CG soon to research 
on innovations in the state

n  CM to speak on “Caste and 
Politics in Democratic India”

Governor of West Bengal meet Apoorv Om

New Delhi, Agency. 

AFTER AN internal probe into the Pulwama 
attack found that the length and regularity 
of its convoys was a contributing factor, the 
CRPF has reduced the size and frequency 
of its convoys. “Earlier, the Jammu-Srinagar 
air courier was thrice a week. This has 
now been extended to Delhi. Also, most 
of our personnel were going in convoys from Jammu. Now, 70 per cent are flying to 
Srinagar. Moreover, any personnel can take a private flight and claim reimbursement. 

In fact, since August 5, most people flying to Srinagar are security personnel,” said a Home Ministry official. “During the 
Pulwama attack, the convoy had 70 vehicles. 
Now, the largest convoy does not have 
more than 40 vehicles. Earlier, there was 
a convoy every alternate day. This meant 
almost 180 convoys in a year. Now, there 
are not more than four convoys in a month,” said the official. A CRPF officer said this 
helped to maintain a surprise element in 
convoy movement. “We also do not plan in 
advance. If a plan is made, the convoy leaves 

within a day or two. This reduces the chance 
of a terrorist preparing for an attack like Pulwama,” said the officer. Some vulnerable 
stretches on the Jammu-Srinagar highway are 
now covered by cameras. While intelligence 
agencies had failed to anticipate the car 
bomb attack on the CRPF convoy in Pulwama 
on February 14, 2019, an internal probe 
had found that predictability of movement, 
the large size of convoys and reduction in 
deployment of Army for sanitising the bylanes 
leading to the highway were also contributing 
factors. “While we sanitise the highway, the 
Army would earlier secure the bylanes. Over 
the years, their numbers have dropped, so 
there is less protection for convoys,” said an officer. 

Year after Pulwama Attack: Meanwhile, CRPF 
has cut size, convoy frequency in J&K

opensearch
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Power to buses, AAP 
benefits reached almost all

Chanchal Singh, New Delhi

While there’s a consensus by now 
that the slew of welfare schemes 
announced by the AAP government 
during its tenure, particularly in the 
last six-seven months, played a major 
role in its second successive landslide 
victory, we are yet to know the 
exact extent of their impact on this 
election and the degree to which they 
determined voting choices. In our poll-eve survey thus, to find 
an answer to this curiosity, we asked 
voters if they or any member of their household had benefited from five of 
the free schemes that the Kejriwal 
government has implemented 
one, the free electricity scheme for 
households consuming 200 units 
of electricity and a 50% subsidy 
for those consuming between 200 
and 400 units; second, the water 
subsidy scheme that provides every 
household 20,000 litres of water free 
of cost every month; third, the waiver 
of water bill arrears scheme; fourth, 
the free bus rides scheme for women; and fifth, the scheme under which 
people can avail of free medicines, 
tests and surgeries in government hospitals. The findings thrown up by the survey to these five questions 
are truly remarkable for the extent 
to which many of these welfare 
measures have touched Delhi’s 
population. As many as 77%, or over 
three-fourths of the 3,335 voters 
interviewed reported that their 
household has been getting decreased 
electricity bills during the last few 
months; 66% or two-thirds reported 

getting reduced water bills; 37% said their household has benefited from 
the waiving of water bill arrears; 50% 
said that a woman in their household had benefited from the free bus rides 
scheme; and 51% reported that either 
they or a member of their household 
had availed of free medicines, tests 
and surgeries at Delhi government 
hospitals. The survey also found 
that the impact of these schemes 
is not just limited to economically 
worse off sections, but has touched a significant proportion of middle- and 
upper-class households too. While 
77% households with a monthly 
income of less than Rs 10,000 
reported getting reduced power 
bills, 71% of even the wealthiest 
households with monthly incomes in 
excess of Rs 50,000 reported having 
to pay lesser money for electricity 
consumption. Similarly, not only have three-fifths of households 
earning less than Rs 10,000 a month 
availed of free medicines and tests at 

government hospitals, even one-third 
of economically well-off households 
have done so. 

Overall, on creating an index of all five free scheme-related questions, we found that nearly three- fifths 
(57%) of Delhi’s households have benefited from at least 3 of the 
5, and it is precisely among this 
section that the AAP performed 
exceedingly well during the elections. 
AAP received 79% votes among the 
16% respondents who said their household has benefited from all 5 
free schemes; 69% from voters who 
reported that their household has benefitted from 4 of the 5 schemes; 
and 54% from voters who said their household has benefited from 3 of the 5 subsidies. Significantly, only 8% 
voters said their household does not benefit from a single subsidy. Among 
them, AAP’s vote share was merely 
17%. Survey data indicates a clear correlation between having benefited 
from subsidies and voting for AAP.

New Delhi Correspondent. 

Sending bulk messages to their customers such as “buy land 
under DDA’s policy at Rs 20 lakh in Dwarka’s posh area,” 
and luring them with photos of properties in Dwarka, three 
men allegedly duped over 3,997 people of Rs 400 crore. 
The trio were arrested by Delhi Police’s Economic Offences 
Wing (EOW) Thursday. Police said the accused are from a real-estate firm called Rewanta Multi-State CGHS Ltd and were identified as Satender Maan (ex-president of Rewanta), 
Pradeep Shehrawat (president of Rewanta) and Subhash 
Chand (secretary). The accused allegedly told people the DDA 

provided them with a portion of land and they are selling it 
under the Land Pooling Policy (LPP). The policy was started by DDA to ensure availability of sufficient houses under the 
planned development model in Delhi. Though no licence was 
issued to builders and promoters, several people have duped 
others under the garb of this scheme. Police said in the present 
case, the accused showed people pictures of properties under 
this scheme and would ask money for ‘advanced booking’. 
“They would charge Rs 10 crore for an acre of land and 
innocent buyers, who thought the DDA would provide them 
with good housing, would give the money,” said a senior police officer. Police said the fake project, called “Smart Residency”, 
was proposed to 3,997 investors. JCP (EOW) Dr O P Mishra 
said, “An FIR was registered based on a complaint of a buyer, 
who said he was cheated to the tune of Rs 20-30 lakh.

Delhi : Three cite DDA policy to dupe 
Dwarka residents of Rs 400 crore

New Delhi Correspondent. 

Delhi Police Friday arrested two more men, aged 19 years old, 
in connection with the alleged molestation of students during 
a cultural festival at Delhi University’s all-women Gargi College 
last week. The same day, 10 men who were arrested earlier 
in the case were released on bail. DCP (South) Atul Kumar 

Thakur, “They are 
out on bail as 
they were booked 
under sections of 
trespass. We have 
requested students 
of Gargi College 

to give statements under Section 161 of the CrPC, after which 
a statement will be recorded before a magistrate. After this, a test identification parade will be conducted to establish the 
molestation charges.” Students have alleged that outsiders 
forcibly entered campus and allegedly groped them during 
the festival. Meanwhile, the Delhi High Court declined to give 
an urgent hearing on a petition seeking a court-monitored 

CBI investigation into the incident. The plea was mentioned 
before a bench of Justice G S Sistani and Justice C Hari Shankar, 
which said it will be listed for hearing on Monday. Earlier in 
the day, the college said it had taken various steps to address 
“anxieties and concerns” of students and to “mitigate” their 
trauma”. “To mitigate the trauma and address the anxieties and 
concerns of the student body, after the regrettable incidents 
of February 6 during the Gargi College annual festival… the 
college administration has taken the following steps “The 
students have been encouraged to express their concerns and 
asked to (pose) questions fearlessly.  Two face-to-face interactive 
sessions have been held, in which the principal and teachers held 
an open dialogue with the student body and answered all their 
questions,” said the college in a statement. The college also said a 
“staff association and a staff council meeting have been organised 
to brainstorm about redressal mechanism and future course of action”. “A fact-finding committee has been set up, comprising 
elected faculty members and student representatives, which 
will independently investigate and recommend the security and 
sensitivity protocols,” the statement added. 

2 more held, cops ask victims to come forward

New Delhi Correspondent. 

Contrary to popular wisdom and media punditry 
that the second successive landslide victory 
of the AAP in the Delhi Assembly election has 
been largely powered by the poor, and that the 
BJP’s improved showing is mostly on account of 
middle- and upper-class voters voting for it in 
larger numbers, data collected by Lokniti in its 
election-eve survey suggests that such black and 
white assumptions may not be entirely correct. 
A careful reading of the survey data shows that 
even as the poorest voters of Delhi were far 
more likely to have voted for AAP than the BJP, 
the biggest losses for AAP compared to the 2015 
assembly election also came precisely from 
among this economic segment. 

As opposed to 66% of the poorest voters 
voting for AAP in the 2015 elections, this election 
saw a 5 percentage point dip in support for 
AAP among them, with the party securing 61% 
of their support. On the other hand, it was the 
BJP which made some impressive gains among 
the poorest voters, winning 33% of their vote, 
which is a huge gain of 12 points compared to 
the last election. While some of these gains came 

from the AAP’s kitty, most of the shift towards 
the BJP among the poor seems to have happened 
from the Congress and other parties. The BJP’s 
promise of a pucca house to those living in 
jhuggis (jaha jhuggi wahi makaan) may partly 
explain this shift. Indeed, our data suggests that 
the party may have gained about 19 percentage 
points more votes among voters living in JJ 
clusters and slums compared to the 2015 
election. lectorate as well, AAP didn’t perform as 
badly as one would imagine, retaining the level 
of support that it had received last time and 

thus almost matching the vote share 
of the BJP, which gained substantially 
among the rich. The BJP also made 
gains among the middle- and lower-
class voters, but once again, these gains 
pale in comparison to the gains it made 
among the poorest voters.There can 
be two possible explanations for AAP 
doing better than expected among the 
lower- and middle-class respondents. 
First, the impact of the AAP 
government’s welfare measures such 
as free health check-ups, free bus rides 
for women, and cheaper electricity and 

water. As per the survey data, these policies have benefited these two classes nearly as much as they have benefited the poor. And second, 
a growing dissatisfaction among voters from these two segments with their personal financial 
condition. Compared to Lokniti’s survey done 
during the 2019 Lok Sabha polls, voters from 
these two economic segments reported the 
highest decline in satisfaction levels with their personal finances, even more than what the 
poor reported. 

Popularity cut across class, only poor voted AAP a myth

Ram Vilas Paswan : Dalit MPs want Indian 
Judicial Service with quotas, I support demand

Mukesh Kumar Thakur, New Delhi. 

Irked by the Supreme Court observations on 
reservation not being a fundamental right, 
Dalit MPs across party lines met at Union 
Food Minister Ram Vilas Paswan’s residence 
recently and favoured the creation of an 
Indian Judicial Service (IJS) with reservation. 
Speaking to The Indian Express, Paswan 
said: “All the MPs who attended the meeting 
demanded reservation in the judiciary and 
the creation of an Indian Judicial Service 
because whenever a matter related to the 
weaker sections goes to the Court, it gets 
stuck.” “Article 312 of the Constitution 
provides for the creation of an all-India 
Judicial Service. 

It should be on the lines of Indian 
Administrative Service and Indian Police 
Service and the selection process of the 
Indian Judicial Service should be transparent 
through a competitive examination with 
proper reservation”, Paswan added. When 
asked if he supported the MPs idea, Paswan said, “I 
support the creation of Indian Judicial Service on two counts: first, it should have transparency because the 
present system of collegium lacks it; and, second, it 
will have representation of all sections of the society.” 
Asked if he would discuss the demand of the IJS with 
the Union Law Ministry, he said: “The matter has 

gone forward. The Centre has given a positive reply 
about the Indian Judicial Service in Parliament. The 
Government is seriously considering the proposal.” 
Paswan, who is the Union Minister of Consumer Affairs, 
Food and Public Distribution, said: “All Dalit MPs 
unanimously demanded that the creation of Indian 
Judicial Service. They also demanded necessary steps 

to nullify the Supreme Court’s ruling which 
says that states are not bound to provide 
reservation in promotion and appointments 
in public employment and also that quota is 
not a fundamental right.” “No one can end 
reservation. Yeh patthar ki lakir hai (it’s a line 
etched in stone). Now it has been extended 
to the poor sections of the upper castes also. 
So, now no one can end reservation”, Paswan 
said. “All MPs were of view that either the 
Government should bring an ordinance or 
enact a law as done in case of the Scheduled 
Castes and Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) 
Act. Whether a Constitutional amendment 
or a separate law is required it should take 
all the necessary steps”, Paswan said. “Our party is also contemplating filing a petition 
seeking a review of the recent SC ruling on 
reservation in appointments and promotions 
in the government jobs”, he added. The LJP 
patriarch had called a meeting of SC and SC 
MPs on February 10 which was attended by 

about 70 MPs including half a dozen ministers of the 
NDA Government. Opposition MPs who attended the 
meeting included A Raja of DMK; Rajendra Gavit of Shiv 
Sena among others. Union Ministers who attended 
the meeting include Social Justice and Empowerment 
Thawar Chand Gehlot and Minister of State for 
Parliamentary Affairs Arjun Ram Meghwal.

New Delhi Correspondent. 

Indian elections are increasingly becoming about 
the choice of a leader. Was this true of the recently concluded Delhi polls? The fact that the BJP did not have 
a Chief Ministerial face, as against the clear projection 
of Arvind Kejriwal, appeared to make an important 
difference. How critical was the leadership factor in explaining AAP’s victory? The Lokniti-CSDS data 
provides important insights on this crucial question. 
When respondents in Delhi were asked an open-ended 
question on who they would like as the Chief Minister 
of Delhi after the elections, Kejriwal appeared to face no 
competition whatsoever. 

A majority of respondents took his name, with 
his closest opponent (Manoj Tiwari of the BJP) being 
supported by a mere 6% of respondents. If one were 
to include the names of all BJP leaders mentioned by the respondents, it comes to around one-fifth of the 
respondents. Leaders of the Congress hardly found a 
mention and seemed to have been virtually forgotten. 
More than half the respondents were of the view that 
the BJP should have announced its Chief Ministerial 
candidate. The importance of a Chief Ministerial face 
was underscored by those who had supported the BJP 
earlier. Two-thirds of those who switched from the BJP 
to AAP (from 2015 to 2020) felt the BJP should have 
declared their Chief Ministerial candidate. Thus, the BJP 
going into the campaign without a Chief Ministerial face 
placed the party at a decisive disadvantage. Did Kejriwal’s 
leadership play a major role in galvanising the vote in AAP’s favour? More than one-thirds of those who voted 
for AAP conceded that they would not have cast their 
vote in favour of the party if not for Kejriwal. Close to four 
of every ten of those respondents who voted for the BJP 
in the 2019 Lok Sabha elections and shifted to AAP this 
time around stated that they would not have voted for 
AAP if Kejriwal was not the CM candidate. Similarly, more 
than four of every ten of AAP voters who were unhappy 

with the performance of their local MLA stated that 
they would not have voted for AAP if not for Kejriwal’s 
leadership. The impact of Kejriwal in swinging the vote 
in favour of his party is patently visible. It has often been 
asserted that for many Delhi voters the preference was 
‘Modi for PM and Kejriwal for CM’. The Lokniti-CSDS 
poll raised a few questions which sought to tap public 
perceptions on both Narendra Modi and Arvind Kejriwal. 
There seems to be a common trend in public responses 
to the two leaders. Close to eight of every ten who liked 
Modi also liked Kejriwal. Seven of every ten who liked 
Kejriwal also liked Modi. Both leaders were liked by 
nearly three fourths of the respondents, with Kejriwal 
scoring a bit higher than Modi. Both had their share of 
respondents who disliked them. The dislike for Modi was 
10 percentage points higher than in the case of Kejriwal. 
More interestingly, two of every ten respondents fully 
disliked Modi, while in the case of Kejriwal it was one of 
every ten. If one were to see the intensity of the sweep 
of AAP in Delhi, the fact that Kejriwal evoked very high 
levels of support (eight of every ten liking him) could well 
have been a key factor. Further, Kejriwal has much higher 
support among women respondents as compared to 
Modi, with the difference being as high as 14 percentage 
points. On the other hand, his advantage over Modi among men is much lower, at just five percentage points. The 
greater support for Kejriwal among women respondents 
could be well linked to the strong support his leadership enjoyed for the government’s performance in the field 
of education, health, water supply and electricity. Over 
the years, one has noticed that electing a new Lok Sabha 
or Legislative Assembly has increasingly become about 
choosing the next PM or CM. The fact that one-thirds of 
AAP voters conceded that they may have changed their 
voting preference if Kejriwal was not leading the party, 
and if four of every 10 voters who switched from BJP 
to AAP (from Lok Sabha to Assembly polls) did so on 
account of Kejriwal being the CM candidate, the role of 
the leadership factor is clearly apparent.

Arvind Kejriwal: Aam 
aadmi, khaas appeal
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Fine-tuning GST: Steps are being taken 
to improve the compliance eco-system

Sushil Kumar Modi

Even as the 31-month-old GST evolves, 
the debate on its success rages on. 
Many have argued that GST is losing its 
sheen and needs a complete overhaul 
while others contend that the new tax 
system is on course and the trials and 
tribulations were not unexpected. The 
faltering collection in September and October, 2019, has added fuel to the fire. 
An analysis of collections will reveal 
that the average monthly GST collection 
for the period August 2017 to January 
2020 stands at Rs 97,188 crore which 
is an impressive 39 per cent increase 
over the average monthly collection of 
subsumed taxes in the base year 2015-
16, at around Rs 70,000 crore. This is an 
average growth rate of 9.7 per cent over 
the almost 4-year period post 2015-16 
and a compounded growth rate of 8.55 
per cent. This compounded growth rate is not insignificant even though it is just 
about 61 per cent of the very ambitious 
14 per cent rate of growth promised 
to the states before GST rollout. To put 
this in perspective, the average growth 
rate of collection in 18 non-special 
category states (accounting for bulk of 
the revenue) during the 3-year period 
immediately preceding GST stood at 
around 8.9 per cent, according to a study 
by M Govind Rao. Thus, looked at from 
the view point of revenue yield alone, if 
the perception about the effectiveness of 
GST has not been very encouraging, it is 
only in the context of the very ambitious 
14 per cent compounded annual growth 
rate promised to the states.

The revenue performance of GST during the current fiscal year is not 
out of sync with the overall economic 
situation in the country. Accordingly, 
during the 10-month period ending 
January 2020, the growth rate in tax 
yield was 4.69 per cent. The relatively 
tepid growth was primarily on due to 
a negative growth of 4.03 per cent in 
September-October 2019. After the 
dip in September-October 2019, GST 
collections rebounded and this is a 
reminder that one need not write GST 
off in a hurry. There are other reasons 
for tepid growth in GST collections. 
Complacency in the states on account 
of assured 14 per cent growth cannot 
be ruled out. States were jolted with 
the delay in compensation for August-
September 2019 and resorted to 
vigorous monitoring of compliance and action against toxic and unverified 
credits, circular trading and tax evasion 
which had resulted in unmatched 
credit claims of around Rs 50,000 
crore. The GST Council deliberated on 
the recent trends in revenue collection 
and was cognisant of the need for 
corrective measures. Two options were 
suggested. One was the “big bang” 
approach, requiring an overhaul of 
the legal framework, processes and 
systems and re-writing GST almost de 
novo. Alternatively, a “steady state” 
approach was propounded which 
involved incremental reforms, solving 
problems as they arise, plugging 
loopholes, improving the compliance 

environment through increased 
monitoring with better tools. The 
Council chose the second approach 
and the signs are already showing. The GSTN has developed red flag reports 
based on GSTR-1, auto-generated GSTR-
2A, GSTR-3B and the national e-way 
bill system. These reports identify non-filers so that action can be taken 
against active taxpayers who defaulted in filing returns. Till November 2019, 
around 6 lakh dealers had defaulted 
in furnishing one or more returns 
from July 2017 involving estimated tax 
liabilities of around Rs 25,000 crore. An 
SOP has been developed for proceeding 
against such return defaulters and this 
has helped increase the percentage of filing which has contributed to revenue. 
These reports also highlight differences 
between turnovers reported in GSTR-
1 and GSTR-3B, the credit available as 
per auto-generated GSTR-2A and actual 
credit availed in GSTR-3B and mismatch 
between GSTR-1/GSTR-3B and the value 
of e-way bills in respect of taxpayers. 
It was found that during 2018-19 
around 39,000 dealers had admitted 
a tax liability in GSTR-1 which was 
approximately Rs 22,000 crore higher than the corresponding figure in GSTR-
3B. Similarly, the difference in credit 
availed in GSTR-3B by around 2 lakh 
dealers and the auto-populated GSTR-
2A stood at around Rs 70,000 crore. 
These differences between turnovers 
and the credits are being investigated. 
To further the ease of doing business, 
it was decided to grant registration without physical verification and a 
system of deemed registration was put in place. Spot verification has unearthed 
non-existent dealers and led to the 
cancellation of around 1 million entities. 
It has now been decided to mandate 
Aadhaar authentication for taking new 
registration and thereafter the existing 
registered taxpayer population would 
have to undergo Aadhaar authentication 
in a phased manner. An attempt is 
being made to classify applicants for 
registration so as to limit deemed 
registration only to certain categories 
which do not pass on credit in the 
system; others may have to endure with some level of verification or restriction 

on the quantum of credit. Analysis of 
GSTR-2A and GSTR-3B revealed that the 
credits availed in the returns exceeded 
the actual credits availed by about 40 
per cent in 2017-18 which came down 
to around 12-13 per cent in 2018-19. It 
was decided to limit the credit available 
in the returns at 110 per cent of the auto-
generated value in GSTR-2A. It was also 
decided to block utilisation of ineligible 
or fraudulent credit originating from 
or lying with non-existent dealers. 
A system of auto-blocking of e-way 
bills for two-month return defaulters 
has been put in place. Further, RFID 
based e-way bills through integration 
with FASTag is on the anvil to facilitate 
hassle-free movement for compliers and effective verification of defaulters. 
Advanced analytic tools are being used to unravel complex networks of firms 
created just for generating credit and 
these analyses are being strengthened 
through machine learning and AI. An 
all-India offence/enforcement data base 
is being built. 

In order to identify dealers posing 
a “hazard” to revenue and do a 360-degree profile of risky taxpayers, 
a system of regular data exchange with 
banks, CBDT, ED, RoC and other agencies is being put in place; fraudsters will find 
it almost impossible to game the system. 
The new return system set to roll from 
April 1 is expected to curb incidences of 
unmatched turnovers and utilisation of 
un-validated credits while simplifying 
the compliance environment with the help of offline utilities and matching 
tools made available to taxpayers. 
In order to validate and improve the quality and fidelity of invoice reporting and return filing, a system of e-invoicing 
is proposed to be implemented in a 
phased manner beginning April 1. 
This will begin with taxpayers with 
turnovers exceeding Rs 500 crore and 
will auto-populate e-way bill generation and filing of Anx-1 in the new return 
system apart from validating credit flow from taxpayers. These measures 
will effect qualitative improvement 
to the compliance eco-system which 
will not only lead to improvement in 
collection but will also make life easier 
for taxpayers and tax authorities alike.

From not winning a single parliamentary seat in 
May 2019 to a landslide victory in February 2020 
just nine months later, the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) 
learnt its lessons even as it ran a Modi-like campaign. 
The Aam Aadmi Party started doling out freebies/
welfare schemes like free electricity, water, transport 
and pilgrimage etc. The focus was on improvements 
made in education and health sectors, that is, 
teacher-student engagements and improving the 
infrastructure of government schools and also on 
next-door health centres in the form of mohalla 
clinics. There were town hall meetings of Arvind 
Kejriwal where he took questions from the public. 
There was a high-glitz campaign focusing on Brand 
Kejriwal. The AAP focussed on “Brand Kejriwal” with 
photos, videos, hoardings and slogans, showing him 
as the aam aadmi and a Dilliwalla. Slogans like “Acche 
beete panch saal, lage raho Kejriwal” were catchy 
and gave a clear message to voters. The image of 
Kejriwal was transformed from that of a protester/
anarchist and a person who fought with everyone, be 
it Narendra Modi, the lieutenant governor, election 
commission to a person who believed in governance 
and deliverance, and, who avoided all controversies, 
hence deliberately choosing not to speak on the new 
citizenship law and Shaheen Bagh. Further, when 
attacked with words like “terrorist”, he responded 
by saying: “I am Dilli ka beta”. Like Modi tried to 
translate all attacks on him into attacks on “Gujarati Asmita” and an attack on the five crore people of 
Gujarat, Kejriwal tried to convert all abuses against 
him into insults to Dilli ka beta. To counter the BJP’s 
campaign showing Kejriwal as pro-Muslim using 
his photos in an Islamic cap, his video where, in his 
presence, the controversial AAP MLA Amanatullah 
Khan announced an increase in the salary of imams, 
and, also to counter the polarisation due to Shaheen 
Bagh Kejriwal peddled soft-Hindutva by going to the 
Hanuman temple and reciting Hanuman Chalisa, 
repeatedly saying Bharat Mata ki jai and Vande 
Mataram while concluding his electoral campaign speeches. Unlike the Kejriwal of the first four-and-
a-half years from 2015 to August 2019, who lashed 
out at Modi repeatedly, this transformed Kejriwal, of post-August 2019, seemed to be fine with the 
idea of Modi at the Centre and AAP in the state. He 
repeatedly stated that those who voted for Modi in 
2019 elections will be voting for the AAP in February 
2020. he marginalisation of Congress at the state level 
and its total surrender in the elections helped the 
AAP. The traditional vote-bank of the Congress which 
comprises Muslims, Christians and other minorities, 
jhuggi dwellers, people in resettlement colonies, and, 
people in unauthorised colonies moved to the AAP. 
Muslims voted as a bloc for the AAP to defeat the BJP. 
 -Vijay Kumar

Khaled Ahmed

Pakistan is in deep economic trouble and is in the IMF’s care, inflicting pain on the common man 
through policies of austerity. It never collected taxes efficiently and is now forced to collect through 
price hikes that affect the rich less but the poor 
more. The pain is mounting daily for the common 
man, raising alarm in all centres of power including 
the army which unprecedentedly wants Prime 
Minister Imran Khan to eschew moral fascism and 
act moderately. A majority of the observers say 
the year 2020 is going to be tough while the ruling 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) says the economy 
will start responding to the new economic policy 
of austerity and high taxationr. On February 5, the 
Kashmir Day, Imran Khan was in PoK telling the 
opposition PPP government there that “India will 
lose Kashmir this year”. He probably assumed that 
the international media protest against the violation 
of human rights in the Valley would force India to 
yield the Kashmiris’ “liberation” demand to join Pakistan. Was he reading the signals right? While 
it is true that the world is outraged by violation of 
human rights, there was no clear signal in favour 
of “deciding” the Kashmir issue between India and 
Pakistan. When Pakistan objected to India revoking 
Article 370 last year it was not backed by its Arab 
friends; and no Organisation of Islamic States (OIC) 
was convened to back Pakistan. The year 2020 
is going to bring more grief for Pakistan from its 
Arab friends. PM Khan wanted to attend an Islamic 
conference convened by Malaysia in January after 
Malaysia, together with Turkey, had condemned India’s action in Kashmir. The Foreign Office advised 
him against it as Pakistan’s Arab patrons had seen 
the conference as a “divider” of the Muslim world, but he still wanted to go. He was finally prevented from his trip of defiance, but in January “after Saudi 
Arabia failed to convene the OIC on Kashmir”, he did 
go to Kuala Lumpur on a “bilateral” visit. About OIC 
he said: “The reason is that we have no voice and 
there is a total division amongst [us]. We can’t even 
come together as a whole on the OIC meeting on 
Kashmir.” Will Saudi Arabia be chastenedand reform 
its tendency to get chummy with India and ignore 
Kashmir, or will it ask for the billions it has given to 
ride Pakistan’s economy over the lack of dollars in the kitty? It can also send the poor-quality Pakistani 
manpower back to Pakistan to punish an uppity 
Khan. Pakistan is reading the tea-leaves wrong. 
The Modi government despite its internal myopia 
has acted wisely in Pakistan’s neighbourhood. It first got cozy with Kabul to counterbalance the 
non-state actors Pakistan was sending into the 
Valley, then did something that Pakistan was not 
able to do: It was already close to Iran but reached 
out to a “modernising” Saudi Arabia and UAE 
without them taking offence at India’s “technology-
based” relationship with Israel. Imran Khan loves defiance but Pakistan can hardly afford it either 
abroad or at home. The opposition PPP and PMLN 
are hounded by cases of corruption against their 
mostly ailing leaders that the courts are reluctant 
to punish. A special anti-corruption agency, the 
National Accountability Bureau (NAB), arresting the 
opposition leaders and keeping them in ramshackle 
prisons without charging them, has not covered 
itself with glory.

Arvind Kejriwal ran a Modi 
like campaign to win Delhi

For Pakistan, 2020 could 
be the year of punishment

Anwar H. Shaik

When Pakistan comes up for review at the 
next Financial Action Task Force (FATF) 
Plenary in Paris during February 16-21, 
2020, contrary to general perception, it’s 
not likely to be ‘blacklisted’. Technically 
speaking, there is no such thing as 
‘blacklisting’ in the FATF functioning. 
Nevertheless, with Pakistan hardly doing 
anything about it aiding terror groups, 
imposition of sanctions by its members 
could be the logical way to go about. But, 
that too, may not happen as Pakistan may benefit from certain frailties and India 
should be wary of that. Before going 
further, here’s a quick glance at the nature, 
functions and powers of FATF would help 
in comprehending how Pakistan may slip 
through. FATF sets standards known as 
‘FATF Recommendations’ to combat money laundering, terrorist financing and other threats faced by the international financial 
system. It then evaluates and encourages 
countries to match their institutional 
mechanisms to its 40 recommendations by 
amending and enacting relevant laws for 
compliance.

The reality is that most countries 
don’t match up to all its requirements. 
That’s because each has a different legal, 
regulatory and administrative mechanism 
to deal with money laundering and terror financing. Hence, almost all these countries, 
after evaluations, are immediately put 
on a follow-up process, and reviewed periodically. If the deficiencies are acute or 
if they don’t make progress, the countries 
are brought under a watchlist. Depending 
on the risks they pose to the international financial systems, they are put under 
three different lists. The ‘Ongoing Process 
Statement’ contains list of countries that fail to make progress even after a sufficient 
number of follow-ups. They have, however, 
given a political commitment to an action 
plan with timelines and milestones. These 
countries, however, risk being moved to 
the next list called the ‘Public Statement’ only when they fail to make sufficient and 
timely progress as per the plan. The Public 
Statements are of two types and they are 
often misquoted as ‘Grey List’ and ‘Black 
List’. Further, even the Ongoing Process Statement and the first of the Public 
statements are often used synonymously 

as ‘Grey List’. In the first instance, the FATF 
cautions on any transaction with such a 
country and calls to apply enhanced due 
diligence as it poses a risk not only to the 
dealing country but also to the overall international financial system. When the identified countries do not make any 
progress even after being named in the first Public StatementIran is the only 
country in this list, then the countries can be moved to the second and final list of the 
Public Statement wherein the FATF asks 
the members and non-members alike to 
impose counter-measures (or sanctions) 
on the country of concern. North Korea is 
the lone country in the latter list. It should 
be noted that FATF lacks the required teeth 
to enforce sanctions. It’s only a taskforce 
and isn’t born out of any international 
treaty that could make its measures binding 
on member countries. It also doesn’t have 
any permanent institutional setup.

Nevertheless, the argument usually is 
that the threat of naming and shaming 

associated with a Public Statement is 
more effective than the actual sanctions 
themselves. But that need not be true for 
Pakistan. As things stand now, Pakistan is 
in the ‘Ongoing Process Statement’ along 
with 11 other countries, according to 
the FATF website updated as of October 
2019. It’s anybody’s guess as to what 
progress Pakistan has made in combatting terror and terror financing. Still, there’s 
a likelihood of it escaping the ignominy 
of a Public Statement when it comes for 
its February 2020 review. That’s because 
Pakistan has an agreed action plan backed 
by a political commitment. The very act 
of remaining engaged with FATF in the 
monitoring and follow-up process earns 
it brownie points unlike an Iran or North 
Korea. When Pakistan was originally 
evaluated in 2009, it was for technical 
compliance, but the evaluation criterion 
changed to include effectiveness in 2013, 
hence FATF might be considerate of this 
fact too. Let’s assume, on the other hand, 

that FATF is unsatisfied with Pakistan’s 
progress. Then, the next step would be to 
apply ‘enhanced due diligence’ by countries 
dealing with Pakistan than taking it to the final level of imposing ‘sanctions’. Also, 
a mere FATF Public Statement without a 
sanction need not be a big deal. After all, 
as of February 2019, FATF had reviewed 81 countries and publicly identified 69 of them for deficiencies. Of these, 44 have 
been removed from the list on account of 
undertaking reforms. At some point both Israel and Russian were identified in the 
Public Statement.

While in theory, FATF can jump to the 
level of sanction, the global geopolitical 
realities indicate that countries like the 
US will have to pressure in that direction 
stating a compelling reason. Such an 
unprecedented move was already done in 
bringing Pakistan back to FATF monitoring 
from the regional level in 2018. Pakistan 
had earlier been released from FATF 
review in February 2015 with a condition 
that further progress will be monitored by its regional body Asia Pacific Group, 
especially implementation of UNSCR 1267. 
This resolution related to freezing assets of 
and arresting the UN-designated terrorists  Lashkar-e-Taiba founder Hafiz Saeed, Jaish-
e-Mohammad founder Maulana Masood 
Azhar and so on. When Pakistan continued 
to violate the UN resolution, India had 
upped the ante for violation of FATF 
recommendations 36-40. And, with the US’ 
support, was able to bring Pakistan back 
to FATF monitoring. So, India should again 
build alliances and force FATF to issue 
not just a Public Statement but one with 
sanctions too. Sanctions or a threat thereof 
could extract more compliance. A mere 
Public Statement calling only for enhanced 
due diligence will not impact a belligerent 
Pakistan. The threat of a Public Statement 
did earlier force Pakistan to house arrest 
Hafeez Saeed, the Mumbai terror attack 
mastermind, on January 31, 2018 days 
before the February 2018 FATF Plenary. 
More is needed now. That said, the crucial 
point is that FAFT remains constantly 
engaged with Pakistan in combating terror financing and money laundering. 
This is very critical for India and from a 
global standpoint as well, and shouldn’t be 
overlooked.

Why Pakistan might not be ‘blacklisted’ this time by FATF

The Council 
chose the second 
approach and the 
signs are already 

showing. The GSTN 
has developed 

red flag reports 
based on GSTR-1, 
auto-generated 

GSTR-2A, GSTR-3B 
and the national 

e-way bill system. 
These reports 

identify non-filers 
so that action can 
be taken against 
active taxpayers 
who defaulted in 

filing returns.

That’s because each has a different legal, regulatory and 
administrative mechanism to deal with money laundering 

and terror financing. Hence, almost all these countries, after 
evaluations, are immediately put on a follow-up process, and 

reviewed periodically. If the deficiencies are acute or if they don’t 
make progress, the countries are brought under a watchlist.
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China, Agency.  February 2020 will come 
to be remembered as a period of historic 
disruption to physical supply chains the 
world over, as the coronavirus wrecks trade. 
Dozens of export sailings to ship China-
made goods to consumers from the US to Europe think handbags, flat-screen TVs, 
and plastic toys  have been canned since 
the coronavirus crisis escalated last month. Those non-shipments are part of a much 
bigger picture in which every aspect of 
global shipping from oil and gas through to 
dry-bulk commodities has been upended. The unprecedented gyrations caused by 
the virus matter because 90% of all trade 
moves by sea and China has grown into 
the maritime industry’s main source of cargoes. The disruptions have left toymakers 
like Hasbro Inc. and fashion houses like the owner of Michael Kors, Versace and 
Jimmy Choo struggling with their supply chains. Vessels are idling. And exporters to 
China face diversions as clients there use 
force majeure clauses in their contracts 
to walk away from commitments to buy cargoes. “All the signs are that there has 
been a major dislocation in global supply 
chains and commodity trade as well,” said 
Caroline Bain, chief commodities economist 
at Capital Economics. For some products 
“it’s only going to get worse in February 
data.” Even at a most basic level, shippers 
are struggling to sort out the necessary 
paperwork required for shipments involving 
China, snarling some trades in an industry 
where many transactions need physical 
documentation to accompany consignments. All this has come about because the virus 
has led to hundreds of millions of people 
being told to stay away from work or 
education in China, squeezing output in the 
world’s fastest-growing major economy. 
Container vessels that routinely move goods 
worth hundreds of millions of dollars in 
single shipments are at the sharp end of the turmoil. The number of blank sailings  
where ships don’t load at a planned location has jumped since the outbreak began. AP Moller-Maersk A/S, the world’s largest 
shipper, has listed at least 27 blank sailings since Jan. 31 on its website. Almost 600,000 
20-foot boxes are currently out of action as a result of the virus according to Alan Murphy, chief executive officer of container 
shipping analysis company Sea Intelligence, 
up from about half that amount just under a week earlier. Though rates can vary, using 
an estimate of $1,000 per container, that means shippers had to stomach a hit of $600 
million this week. 

Ships are skipping China and 
it’s causing turmoil for trade

Iran, Agency. The US killing of a top Iranian 
general was a miscalculation that has had 
the effect of bolstering support in Iraq for the removal of American troops, a longtime goal of Tehran, Iran’s foreign minister said Friday. The US killed Gen. Qassem Soleimani in a 
January 3 drone strike as the commander of Iran’s expeditionary Quds Force was leaving 
Baghdad’s airport, saying he was planning attacks on Americans. Speaking to a group 
of reporters on the sidelines of the Munich 
Security Conference, Iranian Foreign Minister 
Javad Zarif said “the US miscalculated,” noting 
that since the killing, thousands of Iraqis 
have taken to the streets to protest against 
the presence of foreign troops in the country. 
In the immediate aftermath of the attack, in which Iraqi militia commander Abu Mahdi 
al-Muhandis was also killed, a group of Iraqi 
lawmakers also passed a non-binding resolution 
to oust US troops and since then, the issue of American troops has monopolized Iraqi politics.

US killing of General Qasem 
Soleimani was a miscalculation

Chinese, Vatican foreign ministers hold first meeting
Washington, Agency. The foreign ministers of China and the Vatican have met in the first such high-level encounter 

between the sides, which do not have diplomatic ties, Beijing’s state media said Saturday. The talks between China’s Wang Yi and Archbishop Paul Gallagher in Munich, Germany, on Friday 
come as relations between the two sides steadily 
improve following a landmark agreement on the 
appointment of bishops in 2018.“Today is the first meeting between the Chinese and Vatican foreign ministers,” Wang said, according to the People’s Daily, the Communist Party mouthpiece. “This is a 
continuation of the exchanges between China and the Vatican for a period of time. It will 
open up more space for the future exchanges 
between the two sides,” he said. Wang called 
the 2018 agreement “groundbreaking”, 
adding that it “has achieved positive results”. Wang and Gallagher, who met during the 
Munich Security Conference, also discussed 
China’s efforts to contain the new coronavirus 
epidemic, which has killed more than 1,500 and infected some 66,000 in the country. In a statement, the Vatican said the talks were 
“cordial” and that contacts between the two 
sides had seen “positive developments”. Wang and Gallagher “highlighted the importance” of 
the 2018 deal and reiterated the willingness 
to continue “the institutional dialogue at the 
bilateral level to promote the life of the Catholic 
Church and the good of the Chinese people”. 

The People’s Republic of China broke relations with the Vatican in 1951. The Vatican is the only European diplomatic ally of self-ruled Taiwan, 
which is viewed by China as a breakaway province awaiting reunification. China’s roughly 
12 million Catholics have for decades been split 
between a government-run association, whose 
clergy were chosen by the atheist Communist Party, and an unofficial underground church loyal to the Vatican.

But under the terms of the deal agreed in September 2018, both Beijing and the Vatican 
now have a say in appointing Catholic bishops. The first bishop to be ordained under the deal 
was Yao Shun of the diocese of Ulanqab in northern Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region in August last year. The law in China requires 
priests and bishops to register and align with 

the country’s official church. But the Vatican 
said at the time that the bishop, who it named as Antonio Yao Shun, had also “received the Papal Mandate” at the ordination. Pope Francis has 
recognised seven clergy appointed by China as 
part of the deal, despite fears the accord would 
be used by Beijing to further crack down on worshippers outside the official church Chinese, Vatican foreign ministers hold first meeting The foreign ministers of China and the Vatican have met in the first such high-level encounter 
between the sides, which do not have diplomatic ties, Beijing’s state media said Saturday. The talks between China’s Wang Yi and Archbishop Paul Gallagher in Munich, Germany, on Friday 
come as relations between the two sides steadily 
improve following a landmark agreement on the appointment of bishops in 2018. “Today is the first meeting between the Chinese and Vatican foreign ministers,” Wang said, according to the People’s Daily, the Communist Party mouthpiece. “This is a continuation of the exchanges between China and the Vatican for a 
period of time. It will open up more space for 
the future exchanges between the two sides,” 
he said. Wang called the 2018 agreement 
“groundbreaking”, adding that it “has achieved positive results”. Wang and Gallagher, who met 
during the Munich Security Conference, also 
discussed China’s efforts to contain the new 
coronavirus epidemic, which has killed more than 1,500 and infected some 66,000 in the country. In a statement, the Vatican said the 

talks were “cordial” and that contacts between 
the two sides had seen “positive developments”. Wang and Gallagher “highlighted the 
importance” of the 2018 deal and reiterated 
the willingness to continue “the institutional 
dialogue at the bilateral level to promote the 
life of the Catholic Church and the good of the Chinese people”. The People’s Republic of China broke relations with the Vatican in 1951. The Vatican is the only European diplomatic ally of self-ruled Taiwan, which is viewed by China as a breakaway province awaiting reunification. 
China’s roughly 12 million Catholics have for 
decades been split between a government-
run association, whose clergy were chosen by the atheist Communist Party, and an unofficial underground church loyal to the Vatican.But 
under the terms of the deal agreed in September 2018, both Beijing and the Vatican now have a say in appointing Catholic bishops. The first 
bishop to be ordained under the deal was Yao 
Shun of the diocese of Ulanqab in northern Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region in August last year. The law in China requires priests and 
bishops to register and align with the country’s official church. But the Vatican said at the time that the bishop, who it named as Antonio Yao Shun, had also “received the Papal Mandate” at the ordination. Pope Francis has recognised 
seven clergy appointed by China as part of the 
deal, despite fears the accord would be used by 
Beijing to further crack down on worshippers outside the official church.

66 Bhuj college students made to strip 
for menstrual check, principal booked

Rajkot, Agency. A day after 66 girl students of Shree Sahjanand Girls Institute in Bhuj town of 
Kutch district staged a protest after they 
were reportedly forced to strip to “prove” 
they were not menstruating, police booked college principal Rita Raninga, hostel coordinator Anita Chauhan, hostel supervisor Rameelaben and 
peon Naynaben for sexual harassment, 
extortion, criminal intimidation and 
other charges Friday. Students and officials have confirmed that the institute 
has followed a discriminatory practice 
of physically isolating girls during their monthly period but this is the first time 
that they were asked to strip. “A team of our women’s police 
station went there along with a woman counsellor. After counselling, one student filed a complaint that they 
were not only made to strip but were 
also made to write an apology. Based 
on that complaint, we have booked 
the principal, the hostel coordinator, hostel supervisor and peon under IPC Sections 354-A (sexual harassment), 384 (extortion), 506 (2) (criminal 

intimidation) etc,” Saurabh Tolumbia, Superintendent of Kutch (West) Police told The Indian Express. Both the 
institute and the hostel are run by the Swaminarayan sect of Bhuj. The 
college offers undergraduate courses 
in arts, science and commerce and certificate courses. Undergraduate 
students of the college had alleged Thursday that the college principal, 
hostel coordinator, supervisor and peon sought to know from 68 students 
if they were menstruating. While two students answered in the affirmative, 
the administration allegedly forced the 
others to go to a wash-room one by one, 
strip, and prove to their teachers that 
they were not menstruating that day. The college administration justified 
the action, saying it has a set of rules 

for girl students to follow during their menstrual cycle. A few weeks ago, the 
girls had been reportedly asked to enter 
details of their monthly menstrual 
cycle in a register maintained by the hostel. Speaking to The Indian Express, 
students said that over a fortnight 
before they were made to strip on 
February 11, the management made the 
girls sign individual “apology letters”, in 
which they were forced to mention the 
monthly dates of their menstrual cycle. The institution, the students say, told 
them that the dates of their menstrual 
cycles would be tallied with a register 
maintained at the hostel in which the 
girls are expected to make a mandatory disclosure each month. “They have a 
register at the hostel, in which every 
girl must write her name each time her period starts. This girl is then asked 
to leave her hostel room and stay in 
isolation in a dimly lit room in the 
basement of the hostel building, with no 
contact with others. She is not allowed 
to visit her room or the dining hall or 
participate in prayers at the institution 
till she has her period.

Colombo, Agency. 

Sri Lanka has taken a “strong objection” to the US imposing a travel ban on its Army chief Lieutenant General Shavendra Silva, saying the move is based on “unverified information”, after Secretary of State Mike Pompeo said the allegations of gross human rights violations are serious and credible. The Sri Lankan government has officially conveyed its protest to US 
and taken a “strong objection” to the travel restrictions 
placed on Silva and his family, country’s foreign relations ministry said in a statement on Friday night. “The 
government of Sri Lanka requests the US to verify the 
authenticity of the sources of information and to review 
its decision,” the statement said.The ministry statement said that it was unfortunate 
that the US was questioning the prerogative of the Sri Lankan president to appoint his Army Commander. At 
the time of Silva’s appointment, both the US and the 
European Union had objected. US Secretary of State Pompeo said that the allegations of gross human rights 
violations against Silva, documented by the United 
Nations and other organisations, are “serious and 
credible”. Silva, 55, was appointed as the Sri Lankan Army Commander last year and previously headed the Army’s 58th Division in the final battle against the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) rebels of the 
civil war in 2009. His brigade was accused of attacking 
civilians, hospitals and stopping humanitarian supplies 

to trapped Tamil civilians. Silva’s name was mentioned in the resolution passed by the UN Human Rights Council (UNHRC) in 2013, alleging rights abuses by the Sri Lankan Army The Sri Lanka Army has denied the alleged rights abuses. After the brutal civil war ended, Silva served in New York as Sri Lanka’s Deputy Permanent Representative at the UN Mission. According to a United Nations report, some 45,000 Tamil civilians were killed in the last months of the war alone. The ban imposed on Silva’s entry to the US are under Section 7031 (c) of the Department of State, Foreign Operations, and Related Programs Appropriations Act.

Sri Lanka takes ‘strong objection’ to travel ban 
on Army chief; requests to review decision

Mexico, Agency. The bodies of eight slain men were found 
in southern Michoacan state Friday the same day President Andres Manuel Lopez 
Obrador visited the state to celebrate the opening of another National Guard installation there. Authorities said the 
shooting deaths happened in Huetamo, roughly 250 miles (400 kilometers) 
southeast of Jiquilpan, where the 
president celebrated the guard’s new deployment on Valentine’s Day. The men had all been shot high-powered weapons, official said. A stolen SUV was also found at the scene. No further 
details were released by investigators. 
Mexico is experiencing record-levels of 
homicides since Lopez Obrador took office Dec. 1, 2018, after campaigning on 
a “hugs not bullets” platform that rejected 
prior government efforts to stem violence. 
Michoacan is one of the deadliest Mexican 
states. Last week, gunmen killed three boys, a teenager and five others who 

were playing video games at an arcade 
in Uruapan, another dangerous city in 
the state where drug organizations are battling for territory. At the celebration Friday for the National Guard’s latest 
installation in Michoacan, the president 
doubled down on his philosophy, saying 
the country must address the roots of violence first, like creating more jobs with 
better pay and seeing justice through. 
“You can’t confront evil with evil,” he said. The National Guard now has 22 outposts in Michoacan, Lopez Obrador said. The 
president created the guard to combat 
violence, although thousands of its agents 
have been given the task of immigration 
enforcement across the country. 

Texas , Agency.  A Texas man accused of hanging a small puppy by the neck 
from a tree and posting a video on Facebook told deputies 

that he was acting “out 
of boredom,” a sheriff said. Claudio Gomez, 21, of Monte Alto, Texas, 
was being held Friday in 
the Hidalgo County Jail, 
charged with torturing 
a non-livestock animal, 
a third-degree felony 
punishable by two to 
10 years in prison. 
Bond was set at 
$10,000. Sheriff ’s Sgt. 
Frank Medrano said 
deputies traced the video to Gomez, who 
Medrano says admitted 
to hanging the dog. Gomez was arrested on 
Wednesday. Medrano 
said authorities later 
found the puppy dead. Rubio Salinas, Gomez’s attorney, declined to comment on the case until he could confer with his client. Monte Alto is an 

unincorporated community of about 2,100 residents 20 miles (33 kilometers) northeast of McAllen.

Hong Kong, Agency. The beige van squatted outside 
of a Wuhan hospital, its side and 
back doors ajar. Fang Bin, a local 
clothing salesman, peered inside 
as he walked past. He groaned: 
“So many dead.” He counted five, six, seven, eight body bags. “This is too many.” That moment, 
in a 40-minute video about the coronavirus outbreak that has devastated China, propelled Fang to internet fame. Then, less than 
two weeks later, he disappeared. Days earlier, another prominent video blogger in Wuhan, Chen Qiushi, had also gone missing. 
Chen’s friends and family said they believed he had been forcibly 
quarantined. Before their disappearances, Fang and Chen had recorded dozens of videos from Wuhan, streaming unfiltered and 
often heartbreaking images from the center of the outbreak. Long lines outside hospitals. Feeble patients. Agonized relatives. The 
footage would have been striking anywhere. But it was especially 
so coming from inside China, where even mild criticism of the 
authorities is quickly scrubbed from the online record, and those responsible for it often punished. The appetite for the videos reflects, in part, the shortage of independent news sources in 
China, where professional newspapers are tightly controlled by the 
authorities. Earlier this month, the state propaganda department 
deployed hundreds of journalists to reshape the narrative of the outbreak. But the videos also reflected the growing call for free 
speech in China in recent weeks, as the coronavirus crisis has 
prompted criticism and introspection from unexpected corners 
across the country. Several professional news organizations have 
produced incisive reports on the outbreak. 

Chennai, New Delhi, Agency. Several parts of Tamil Nadu are witnessing 
protests Saturday, a day after the Chennai Police lathicharged anti-CAA protesters in 
Washermanpet, leaving several injured. Shops in 
the locality remained closed today, as more than 
1,000 women gathered to stage a sit-in protest in the area. According to news agency PTI, four police 
personnel including a woman joint commissioner P Vijayakumari, two women constables and a sub-
inspector were injured. The protesters from various outfits said they 
were holding a peaceful agitation last evening when 
the police intervened and resorted to lathicharge. 
“Many were injured, some were brutally beaten up,” said an eyewitness. The violence has led to 
sporadic protests in at least a dozen major towns in the state. Traders in Coonoor have shut shop to 
protest the alleged police atrocities against anti-CAA protesters in Chennai. There were reports of protests in Tiruchendur also. Over 1,000 people carried out a protest outside a post office in 
Kumbakonam district, while another protest took 

place at Melapalyam in Nellai. The protesters have staged road roko on the Chidambaram-Trichy Highway in Tamil Nadu to condemn the violence 
while over 500 people are demonstrating in Ramanathapuram district. Opposition condemns police action against anti-CAA protesters Opposition parties led by the DMK in Tamil Nadu 
on Saturday lashed out at the police action against anti-CAA protesters and sought action against 
those police personnel who allegedly used force against the agitators. DMK President M K Stalin 
said the protests were being held in a peaceful 
manner and sought to know why the police 

used force to disperse them. Stalin demanded 
that any cases in this connection should also be 
withdrawn and sought action against policemen 
who allegedly resorted to lathicharge. Hitting out at the AIADMK, the DMK chief said while the 
ruling party had voted in favour of the amended Citizenship Act in the Parliament, it was also not enacting an Assembly resolution against CAA, a demand put forth by his party. Amma Makkal Munnetra Kazhagam leader T T V Dhinakaran also 
targeted the government over the handling of the 
protest. “Using force in peaceful protests amounts 
to stirring up a hornet’s nest,” the independent 
legislator said in a statement. He wished such incidents did not repeat. The Vaiko-led MDMK 
adopted a resolution in its district secretaries 
meeting, slamming the police for allegedly using force against protestors, reported PTI. BJP leader H Raja slams violence against police personnel BJP leader H Raja, whose party is an ally of the AIADMK in Tamil Nadu, slammed the violence 
against police personnel in the protests. In a tweet, he said “rioters should be dealt with an iron fist.”

Day after police lathicharge anti-CAA protesters 
in Chennai, stir spreads across TN

8 shot dead in Mexico’s Michoacan 
as president visits state

Sheriff : Texas man accused of 
hanging puppy ‘out of boredom’

They documented the coronavirus crisis 
in Wuhan. Then they vanished
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Madrid, Agency. Valencia twice came from behind to draw with Atletico Madrid 
2-2 at home in the Spanish league on 
Friday, extending its winless run against 
Diego Simeone’s team to 11 matches in all competitions. Valencia remained outside the Champions League spots, while Atletico maintained fourth place. Valencia hasn’t beaten Atletico since a league game at home in 2014, with six losses and five draws since then. The match at Mestalla 
Stadium came before both teams play in the round of 16 of the Champions League next week, when Atletico hosts Liverpool on Tuesday and Valencia visits Atalanta on 
Wednesday. “Our performance today gives us confidence going into Tuesday’s game, that’s important for us,” Madrid midfielder 
Marcos Llorente said. “We knew it was going 
to be complicated to play against a team like Valencia in this stadium.” Llorente opened the scoring for Atletico from close range 
in the 15th minute after a nice exchange between Angel Correa and Victor “Vitolo” 

Valencia unable to end 
winless run against 
Atletico Madrid

New Delhi, Agency. India star Smriti 
Mandhana on Friday rose three rungs to fourth but Jemimah Rodrigues dropped 
to seventh in the latest ICC women’s T20 International rankings for batters. 
Harmanpreet Kaur has remained static at ninth in the same list. Among the bowlers, Poonam Yadav dropped six 
places to fall out of the top 10 and take the 12th position. Although Suzie Bates, 
New Zealand’s No.3, retained her top spot, 
there were other movements in the top 
10, with Bates’ team-mate and captain 
Sophie Devine rising four spots to no.2, the ICC said in a statement. Australia 
opener Beth Mooney and Mandhana, 
who made two half centuries during the 
tri-series, both made upward movements, 
while Meg Lanning, despite dropping three position, hung on to the top five. Among the bowlers, Ellyse Perry’s golden 
run with the ball gave her a jump of four 
places into the top 10, to No.7. England fast bowler Anya Shrubsole tumbled six 
places to fall out of the top 20. 

Smriti Mandhana 
rises to 4th, Jemimah 
Rodrigues drops to 7th

Ranji Trophy: Shahbaz Ahamad stars as Bengal beat Punjab
Patiala, Agency. At the end of the second day, after he had taken a career best seven-wicket haul in Punjab’s first innings, the left-arm spinner Shahbaz Ahamad shied away from the Bengal coach Arun Lal. He had bundled out Punjab for 151 but Bengal had collapsed to 199 for 9 at stumps. A No.8 batsman, Ahamad had got out to a rash shot and felt 

he had let down Lal, a backer of his batting talents. Lal’s 
hopes of setting a bigger target was hit and he kept away from Ahamad for 25 minutes before chiding him for his shot. On Friday, chasing 190, Punjab had recovered from 37 for 5 to reach 100 without further loss before Ahamad 
took three more wickets four in all to push Bengal through 
to the knockouts. His 11-wicket match haul was a major contributing factor in the triumph Manoj Tiwari’s 73 and 65 in the two innings were priceless of course and he was 
paraded on the shoulders of his team-mates when Lal 
gave a congratulatory pat on his back. In the last match, Ahamad had made his highest first-class score (61* against Rajasthan) and now delivered a match-winning 
contribution with the ball.Valuable suggestions from R Ashwin during Deodhar Trophy earlier in the season has helped his bowling. “Ashwin bhai told me to work on the finishing aspect of my action and that has helped,” Ahamad says. Chasing 190, 
after Bengal just added three runs more in the morning, Punjab had recovered from 37 for 5 to reach 100 without any additional loss. It was then that Ahamad, who had 
taken the fourth wicket, dragged Bengal back, taking three more to bundle out Punjab for 141. Bengal had begun their 
defense of the 190-run target strongly, with the seamer Akash Deep striking twice in quick time. When Arnab 

Nandi removed Rohan Marwaha Punjab were reeling at 5 for 3 in 5.1 overs. Shahbaz Ahamad broke the 26-run stand between Punjab captain Mandeep Singh and Krishan Alang, a spinner who was promoted to bat at No. 5. Ahamad had trapped Mandeep lbw. However, Punjab rallied through debutant Ramandeep Singh and Anmol Malhotra, moving from 37 for 5 to 100, when Ahamad stepped up. To counter 
the stiff winds that was upsetting his rhythm, he changed 
ends at the advice of his team members and struck with his first ball, trapping Malhotra lbw. “We had a discussion 
at lunch time and the team thought I should bowl from the 
club end as the wind was hampering the ball’s planned trajectory. Once I got the wicket of Anmol Malhotra, we 

knew that we are back in the game and wickets fell,” Ahamad said. “The wicket was getting a bit slow and I 
knew that we, spinners, had to make extra effort as the ball wasn’t bouncing as much as it did yesterday.” Ramandeep, who was out for zero in the first innings, fought hard with an unbeaten 69 but it didn’t prove enough. He added 21 runs with Abhishek Gupta and then 14 for the ninth wicket 
with Sidharth Kaul but the last two batsmen were run out off successive balls, and that was that. “Yesterday, Arun 
Lal sir wanted me to carry my momentum in my batting 
too but I got out to a rash shot. He didn’t speak to me for some time afterwards. Thodi dant bhi padi thi baad main (he chided me later),” Ahamad says with a smile. Claiming 
Mandeep Singh’s wicket twice in the match and removing Anmol Malhotra in the second innings chase was the high point for me from the match. Ahamad grew up in 
Shikrawa village in Nuh district in Haryana with a cricket-loving father Ahamad Jaan, a clerk in a sub-divisional magistrate’s office. Jaan would bowl for hours to his son before Ahamad graduated to playing in local clubs. He 
would later commute 78 kilometres daily in bus to train with coach Mansoor in Gurgaon at the Teri cricket ground. Sometime in 2015, at the advice of Haryana player Pramod Chandela, Ahamad shifted his base to Kolkata to play 
club cricket. “I used to play in village as a mediumpacer 
but coach Mansoor told me to start bowling left-arm spin 
as I didn’t have much pace. But when I didn’t break into Haryana teams, a player Pramod Chandela bhai told me 
to try my luck in Kolkata. My father also agreed with that 
decision, asked me not to worry as the shift was to realise my dream. And when I made it to Bengal Ranji team last 
year, my family was so happy; they would call every day to ask about the matches,” Ahamad said. He played just 

two matches last season, picking up two wickets, but he 
has performed consistently this season. He has taken 29 wickets and scored 216 runs that includes two fifties. His unbeaten 61 in the last game helped Bengal chase a 320-run target with two wickets to spare against Rajasthan. His selection to Deodhar Trophy, where he had chats with Ashwin, after he had taken four wickets and tallied 197 runs, including a hundred against Tamil Nadu, in a game in Vijay Hazare tournament. 

“I have always spent time on my batting and playing for Bengal meant that I got chance to train under Arun Lal sir, VVS Laxman sir and Joydeep Mukherjee sir and it helped my batting. The fifty against Kerala had come on a difficult track and the pitch in the Rajasthan match too was a turning track.” Ahamad watches a lot of videos of 
Ben Stokes as he wants to emulate by contributing with 
both bat and ball. “I am happy that my batting has also 
helped the team and I keep watching Ben Stokes videos 
to make my belief stronger that I can help my team like 
he does in every department. I also keep talking with my friends Pramod Chandela, Arun Chaprana and Rahul Tewatia and we often share inputs about each other’s game.” The coach Lal is confident about the knockouts. “We are a flexible team and with Ishan Porel back, we have more options. Manoj Tiwary’s experience always 
helps young players and we hope this team can win big 
this season,” Lal said. Brief Scores: Bengal : 138 and 202 all out in 69.3 overs (Manoj Tiwary 65, Arnab Nandi 51; Krishan Alang 6/53, Siddharth Kaul 2/37) won by 48 runs against Punjab : 151 and 141 all out in 47.3 overs (Ramandeep singh 65 no, Anmol Malhotra 17, Mandeep Singh 17; Shahbaz Ahamad 4/44, Akash Deep 2/17, A Nandi 1/22, Ramesh Prasad 1/46).

Match-fixing scandal : Delhi HC sends bookie 
Sanjeev Chawla to Tihar jail till further orders

Wellington, Agency.  The Delhi High Court on Friday put 
on hold the trial court’s order that 
allowed a 12-day police custody of 
Sanjeev Chawla, the key accused in the 2000 cricket match-fixing scandal involving late South African captain Hansie Cronje. The HC sent Chawla to Tihar jail till further notice. Justice Anu Malhotra directed the Delhi Police Crime Branch, in whose 
custody Chawla was remanded in Thursday, to lodge him at the Tihar 
jail “in terms of the said Letters of Assurance of the Ministry of Home Affairs… till further direction of 
this court”. It also issued notice to 
the Home Ministry, to ensure the 
presence and representation on their 
behalf on the issue on February 19, 
the next date of hearing. 

Challenging his 12 days of police remand, senior counsel Vikas Pahwa and advocates Vineet Malhotra and 
Hemant Shah, urged the High Court to 
set aside a trial court’s order, remanding 
him to police custody and sent him to Tihar jail, holding his custody to the police as “illegal and unlawful”. Pahwa 

argued, Chawla is a British National and 
while seeking extradition, “diplomatic 
assurances dated 28.02.2017, 22.09.2017 and 11.06.2018 were given by the Government of India to the Governemnt of UK”. “As per Letter of Assurance of Government of India, the accused has to be kept at Tihar Jail 
Complex during the pre-trial detention 
and in the event of prison sentence 

upon conviction,” the court was told. “Assurances given by the Government 
of India are solemn and sovereign,” the counsel argued. Taking note of 
which, Justice Malhotra directed the 
counsel for the Delhi police to ensure that Chawla is taken to Tihar jail 
immediately. His counsel also argued 
that “the petitioner was extradited only 
to face trial and not for investigation.”

Durban, Agency. England’s Tom Curran took two wickets with the last two balls of the match as they beat South Africa by two runs in an amazing T20 international that produced over 400 
runs on Friday as the tourists levelled the series at 1-1 with one game to play. South Africa needed three off the 
last two balls but Curran, who had just been smashed for 12 runs in three by Dwaine Pretorius, got him lbw then had Bjorn Fortuin caught off the final ball to cap off a day 
of almost unrelenting excitement and set up a thrilling 
decider in Centurion on Sunday. “The performance and level of intensity was improved,” said England captain Eoin Morgan. “The standout for us today was Moeen Ali. To come in and strike the ball like 
that was such a match-winning innings. Chris Jordan was 
outstanding. He leads the attack, has a cool, calm head and 
delivers when it matters. He’s a guy you want in your side.” 
Man of the match Moeen added: “It was nice to go out and 
middle a few to get going and then I went on instinct to 
put pressure on the bowlers.” England got off to a great start through Jason Roy (40) and Johnny Bairstow (35) 
but were then bogged down somewhat before Ben Stokes, who finished on 47 not out, and Moeen took charge as the latter hammered 39 off 11 balls to help reach 204-7. The highest previous successful T20 international run chase on the ground was 158 but South Africa, roared on in a 

fantastic atmosphere, were always in the mix after Quinton 
de Kock smashed eight sixes as they reached 92 without 
loss in the seventh over. When he was caught by Stokes off 
Mark Wood the game seemed to swing England’s way and 
after Chris Jordan took two wickets in two balls it looked all over. But South Africa stuck to their task and a spirited late flurry by Rassie van der Dussen (43 not out) left the hosts, who won the first match by one run, needing 15 off the final over. Pretorius brought that down to three from 
the last two balls the same equation England failed with in the first game but Curran kept his nerve to trap him lbw with a yorker. Fortuin ambitiously tried to ramp the final ball for four but was caught by Adil Rashid as South Africa finished on 202-7. 

England win last-ball thriller to 
level T20 series against South Africa

Hamilton, Agency. Cheteshwar Pujara’s lone stroke of 
indiscretion arrived at most unexpected 
moment. Just when he was approaching 
his hundred and the New Zealand XI bowlers were tiring, Pujara played an 
uncharacteristic pull off a delivery that 
seemed to pause on him. 

For a batsman who was remarkable 
in meeting the ball at the most precise 
time throughout his innings, he was 
a fraction early into the shot. When he got out, Pujara was on 93. While 
negotiating the tough conditions and 
watching the steady fall of wickets from 
the non-striker’s end, the India No.3 mentored his fellow Test-specialist Hanuma Vihari. Later in the day, Vihari spoke how Pujara’s advise to leave 
more ball than play helped him a lot. 
He went on to score an unbeaten 101 
and retired to the dressing room to 
give other batsmen a hit. However, with 
most batsmen failing to adjust to the bounce and swing, India finished the first innings at 263. It was a day when four Indian batsmen Prithvi Shaw, Shubman Gill, Wriddhiman Saha and Ravichandran Ashwin were dismissed 

for ducks. Back to Pujara, who a model 
of discretion. 

He was fully aware of the nature of 
the wickedly green pitch, the bowling 
plans, his own stroke selection and 
the areas of the ground that would get 
him runs. He even kept changing his 
tactics as the nature of the surface and 
the identity of the bowlers changed. Like for example, for much of the first 
session, he was resolved to leave the 
balls that evaded the stumps. Having 
seen the extra bounce that devoured Prithvi Shaw and Shubman Gill, he 
knew he could leave anything pitched 
back-of-length even if they were 
directed into him. He seems to know 
that even if he was struck on the pads, 
the umpires would be hesitant to give 
lbws, given the bounce. Considering the 
away swing, he cut out the drives. 

Karachi, Agency. Pakistan batsman Umar Akmal has escaped a ban from the Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) for allegedly making crude remarks to a trainer during a fitness test at the National Cricket Academy in Lahore. The said incident occurred 
late last month when all the players 
who hold central and domestic central contracts were directed to take fitness tests at the NCA ahead of the home 
series against Bangladesh and the Pakistan Super League. During the 
body fat test, Umar got frustrated after 
failing the other tests and made some 
crude remarks to the trainer while undressing. The trainer is understood to have 
reported the matter to Misbah-ul-Haq who is 
head coach and chief selector and he asked the 
board to hold an inquiry.The PCB has said in a statement that after 
concluding its proceedings into the alleged 

misconduct by Umar during a fitness test and 
after listening to all the parties involved, it was 
established that the incident happened due to misunderstanding. “Umar Akmal has offered his regrets for his actions and the PCB has 
reprimanded him and also reminded him about 

his responsibilities as a senior cricketer,” the PCB said. “The matter is now closed and the PCB and Umar Akmal will offer 
no further comments,” the statement concluded. Umar, who is just 26, last played a Test for his country in September, 2011 
but he has been in and out of the white 
ball squads his last appearance coming in a T20 international against Sri Lanka at Lahore last October. After the board appointed their senior official and former Test batsman Haroon Rasheed as head of 
the inquiry committee, it was expected that Umar would be fined and also banned 
probably from the national one-day cup due after the PSL. But the youngest of the Akmal brothers apologized and expressed regrets for his reaction during the fitness test 

and requested the board for leniency. Umar is 
no stranger to controversies while continuing to 
show off his talent at the domestic level including a dashing double hundred in the Quaid-e-Azam Trophy final in Karachi in January.

Umar Akmal escapes PCB ban for 
losing cool during fitness test

Cheteshwar Pujara and Hanuma Vihari: Two of a kind

Indore, Agency. 

Manchester City have been banned from the Champions League in 2020/21 and 2021/22 by the UEFA for “serious breaches” of financial regulations. The English Premier League champions have also been fined 30 million euros ($33 million) by UEFA over “serious breaches” of Financial Fair Play (FFP) regulations. UEFA’s Club Financial Control Body (CFCB) found City guilty of falsely inflating sponsorship revenues when submitting evidence for the FFP compliance process. The investigation 
was launched after a series of emails 
and documents were published by German magazine Der Spiegel 
in November 2018. In a statement released UEFA said: “Following a 
hearing held on 22 January 2020 the Adjudicatory Chamber of the UEFA Club Financial Control Body (CFCB), chaired by José da Cunha Rodrigues, has today notified Manchester City Football Club of the final decision 
on the case which was referred by the CFCB Chief Investigator.” “The Adjudicatory Chamber, having considered all the evidence, 
has found that Manchester City Football Club committed serious breaches of the UEFA Club Licensing and Financial Fair Play Regulations by overstating its sponsorship revenue in its accounts and in the break-even information submitted to UEFA between 2012 and 2016.” “The Adjudicatory Chamber has also found that 
in breach of the regulations the Club failed to cooperate in the 
investigation of this case by the CFCB.”

Manchester City banned from Champions 
League for two seasons by UEFA

Patiala, Agency. Bengal and Karnataka scripted contrasting wins over Punjab and Baroda respectively to qualify for the Ranji Trophy quarterfinals on Friday. The results on day three of the final round of Ranji Trophy also knocked Delhi out of the tournament. Punjab, needing 190 runs for victory, fluffed their run chase to be bowled out for 141, handing 
Bengal a 48-run victory. Spinners 
dominated the game with Bengal left-arm spinner, Shahbaz Ahmed, 
picking up four wickets in the second 
innings to take his match-haul to 11. Resuming day three at 199 for nine, 
Bengal scored only three runs to set Punjab a 190-run target. It turned 
out to be enough in a low-scoring game with Punjab getting bowled out in 47. 3 overs. Ramandeep Singh (69 not out off 104) ran out of 
partners in the end. Bengal gained six points from the win, pushing 
them on the top of the standings. In Bengaluru, Karnataka advanced to the quarterfinals with an eight-wicket win over Baroda. It was an 
improved batting effort from Baroda in the second innings after being shot out for 85 on day one. They ended their second innings at 296 all 
out, setting Karnataka a 149-run target, which the hosts reached in 
44.4 overs with the loss of just two wickets. Karnataka skipper Karun Nair took the team over the line with an unbeaten 71 off 126 balls. At the Feroz Shah Kotla, Delhi made Rajasthan follow-on after bowling them out for 299 in the first innings in response to their mammoth 623. Rajasthan captain Ashok Menaria scored a gritty 119 but he did not get support from the other batsmen. Following-on, Rajasthan were 128 for in their second innings, trailing Delhi by 196 runs.

Bengal, Karnataka make Ranji 
quarters; Delhi knocked out

opensearch
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New Delhi, Agency. The Karnataka High 
Court today granted interim relief to Amazon by staying the investigation into 
alleged anti-competitive practices on the 
part of the e-commerce giant ordered by the Competition Commission of India (CCI) last month. The stay will continue to operate until the matter is heard finally. The plea filed by Amazon was admitted by a Single Judge Bench of Justice PS Dinesh Kumar. The 
Court has further granted eight weeks to the respondent to file a counter. On the point of preferred sellers by Amazon, the CCI order 
takes note of the allegation that e-commerce 
platforms have a direct nexus with the 
preferred sellers “by way of direct or 
indirect ownership or some understanding”.The order goes on to state that, “there 
was a prima facie exclusive partnership 
between smartphone manufacturers and 
ecommerce platforms”. When asked by the 
High Court on this point, the agreement between Amazon and a seller was 
produced by the counsel appearing for DVM. On this aspect, the High Court stated 
that CCI had wrongly placed reliance on an agreement between Amazon and the seller 
while passing the order for investigation dated January 13. Thus, the Court held that 
prima facie, the assumption of the CCI is 
wrong. “In this view, the matter requires 
consideration and therefore, the order 
dated 13.01.2019 remains stayed.” Before 
passing the order, the Court considered the arguments put forth by Senior Advocate 
Dhyan Chinnappa, appearing on behalf  
of Flipkart. 

Karnataka HC stays CCI order 
calling for probe into alleged anti-
competitive conduct by Amazon

New Delhi, Agency.  Muthoot Finance reported 66 percent YoY jump in its consolidated net profit to Rs 803 crore in 
the quarter ended December 2019 against profit of Rs 485 crore. Total income rose by 35 percent to Rs 2,313 crore from Rs 
1,717 crore in the year-ago period. During 
the quarter, gold loan assets increased by Rs 2,783 crore. Company management has 
taken a hike in the interest rate from the month of June which is now reflecting in 
the portfolio. Management has guided ECL 
standard provision at 1.33% while write 
off is to be around 10-15 bps of the loan 
assets. Other expenses increase mainly on account of rental expenses, Rs 21 crore of MTM loss for foreign exchange loss and Rs 44 crore advertisement expenses. 
Management has guided the incremental OPEX is to be driven by advertisement 
expense. In the housing, book management has guided to end up at Rs 2,200 crore with the disbursement of Rs 700-900 crore in FY21. RoA is expected to maintain 
2%. Management has guided to keep the 
liquidity high in the book going level.

Muthoot Finance Q3 profit 
jumps 66%; highlights 
from conference call

New Delhi, Agency.  Shares of IndusInd Bank 
slipped 4 per cent to hit an over three-year low of Rs 1,182 on the BSE on Friday amid concerns over rising bad loans. The private 
sector lender’s stock was trading at its lowest 
level since January 10, 2017. It has now fallen below its previous low of Rs 1,192, touched 
on October 11, 2019. In the past six trading 
days, IndusInd Bank’s stock price has slipped 
11 per cent, as compared to a marginal 0.17 per cent rise in the benchmark S&P 
BSE Sensex.  On February 11, rating agency 
Moody’s downgraded the private lender’s 
outlook to negative from stable on account of 
the risk of further asset quality deterioration. 
“Over the last few quarters, the bank has seen 
deterioration in its asset quality, particularly in the corporate segment. Tight refinancing 
conditions for borrowers were a key trigger 
for the crystallization of nonperforming loans (NPLs),” Moody’s Investors Service said. Refinancing conditions remain 
tight, especially for weaker borrowers. In 
particular, the bank has a relatively higher 
exposure to real estate compared to other banks (at around 8 per cent of its loan book 
on December 31, 2019.

IndusInd Bank hits over 
3-year low; tumbles 
11% in six sessions

RBI may soon decide to sync its accounting 
year with government’s fiscal year

New Delhi, Agency.  Reserve Bank of India governor Shaktikanta 
Das on Saturday hinted that the central board of RBI may soon decide on aligning its accounting year with the fiscal year of 
the government. “We are examining that. It 
is under consideration. You will very shortly hear on that from RBI,” Das told reporters 
after a customary post-Budget interaction with finance minister Nirmala Sitharaman and other finance ministry officials. As of now, the RBI’s accounting year runs 
from July to June while the government follows the April-March fiscal year. The Bimal 
Jalan panel set up to review the economic 
capital framework of the central bank had 
recommended both accounting years should be in sync beginning 2020-21. “The RBI would 
be able to provide better estimates of the 
projected surplus transfers to the government for the financial year for budgeting purposes,” the Jalan panel had said. The panel had also 
said that the alignment of accounting years 
could reduce the need for the payout of an interim dividend by the RBI. “The payment 
of an interim dividend may then be restricted 
to extraordinary circumstances,” it had said. Replying to a question on interim dividend, 

Das said if a decision is taken on the matter, it will be uploaded on the RBI website as part 
of the minutes. “On interim dividend, there has been a lot of speculation outside. As and when it comes up for discussion in the RBI 
board, you will automatically come to know,” 
he said. On reports of a delay in the merger 
of 10 public sector banks announced on 30 August, Sitharaman said, “I don’t see any 
reason to hold back or any reason particularly causing the delay for any notification to 
come. You will hear it as and when a decision is taken.” The governor said he does see 

any inflationary impact of the Budget FY21. “Direct inflationary impact of any budget is the fiscal deficit number, if borrowing goes up. The government has adhered to the principle of fiscal prudence. The deficit 
numbers for the current year and next year 
are very much within the parameters of the FRBM committee recommendation. Good part of the government borrowings is 
budgeted to come from small savings. So I don’t see much of inflation impact,” he said. 
Das said declining crude oil prices will have a positive impact on inflation. “The main spike is coming from food inflation, that is 

vegetables and protein items. Core inflation 
has slightly edged up because of revision of 
telecom tariffs,” he added. On transmission 
of rate cuts, Das said it is steadily improving 
and should improve more in the coming months. “Transmission to fresh rupee loans 
has increased from 49 bps in December MPC meet to 69 bps in February MPC meet. 
It’s a consequence of rate cuts, surplus 
liquidity which we have ensured in the 
system and external benchmarking which 
was brought into operation from 1 October 
onwards,” he added. Das also said credit 
offtake is gathering pace. “Flow of credit for 
commercial sector from all sectors including 
from banks, domestic markets and external 
commercial borrowings has increased from 1 trillion during April to September 
period to 7.5 trillion during October to 
January period. Within that, bank credit 
to commercial sector fell by 1.3 trillion during April to September while during 
October to January period, it has registered a positive growth of 2.7 trillion. Credit flow 
is slowly and steadily reviving. Because of 
the measures announced by the government and RBI prior to the Budget and after the budget, we hope credit flow to improve in 
coming days,” he added.

Duty relief proposed for Harley 
motorcycles ahead of Trump visit

New Delhi, Agency.  In a move that will benefit Harley-Davidson, India has proposed a new tariff classification for 
motorcycles with cylinder capacity exceeding 1,600 cc, imports of which will be taxed in single digits. The plan is part of ongoing trade 
talks with the US. India had previously reduced the duty on completely built units (CBUs) of 
motorcycles of all engine capacities to 50% from 100%. The bikes are a sore point with US. President Donald Trump, who has cited 
duties on Harley-Davidson in his trade-related 
criticism of India, will be visiting this month. “The issue of Harley-Davidson is already 
resolved. We will reduce the duty on the bikes above 1,600 cc to a single digit,” said an official 
aware of the development, adding that India 
will create a new HS code for such bikes.India currently classifies motorcycles as 
those with engine capacities of 75 cc, 250 cc, 500 cc and 800 cc or above. India currently classifies 
motorcycles as those with engine capacities of 
75 cc, 250 cc, 500 cc and 800 cc or above. Every 
traded product is categorised under an HSN code (harmonised system of nomenclature) the global systematic classification of goods. In the April-December period, India imported $20.63 

million of motorcycles with cylinder capacity above 800 cc.  Trump, who is scheduled to visit 
India on February 24-25, had last year termed 
the 50% tariffs on such bikes, even after they 
were slashed from 100%, as “unacceptable”. 
Separately, India has also sought a reduction 

in the H-1B visa fee as part of ongoing trade 
negotiations with the US. Washington has 
proposed doubling the cost of such visas to $3,000-4,000. Officials said India has pushed for 
a reduction in this cost. India has also ruled out any tariff cuts for American milk but insisted on mandatory certification of dairy products by veterinary officials, specifying that the source 
animal was not raised on feed made of bovine extracts. Officials said that chicken legs are not 
part of the talks. “There are no tariff cuts for milk the issue is of market access,” the official said. On the 
other hand, India is keen to get market access 
for its mangoes and grapes. On the issue of restoration of benefits under the GSP, officials 
said despite revocation of the scheme in June 
last year, exports under these lines have risen faster than other Indian exports. “There is no political urgency on GSP,” the official said. “India is clear about the benefits it wants and 
if a deal does not work out, we will do a free 
trade agreement directly.” In medical devices, 
India is considering a trade margin approach 
and not a blanket price cap as that might lower 
the quality of the devices that come in.

New Delhi, Agency.  Automobile dealers’ body 
on Saturday asked vehicle 
manufacturers to shift wholesale despatches to BS-VI 
compliant vehicles only, with 
the Supreme Court refusing 
its request to extend deadline 
for sale and registration of BS-IV vehicles beyond April 1. The Federation of Automobile Dealers Associations (FADA) 
said considering the long 
downturn that has lasted 
well over a year now and the 
current dynamic demand 
situation, selling 100 per cent of the BS-IV vehicles currently in stock with its members by March 31 is a tough task. “FADA, hence, appeals to all OEMs (original equipment manufactures) to shift completely to BS-VI vehicles for all wholesale despatches to dealers and stop further billing of BS-IV vehicles with immediate effect to dealers, thereby helping liquidation of the current BS-IV inventory for a smoother transition to BS-VI,” FADA President Ashish Kale said in a statement. In an internal message circulated to dealers, the FADA president also advised dealers to plan liquidation of BS-IV inventory as per March 31, 2020, deadline for sale and registration of BS-IV vehicles. On Friday, the apex court had rejected an appeal by FADA to allow sale and registration of BS-IV vehicles beyond March 31.

Mumbai, Agency.India’s ATM operators’ association has written to the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) seeking a 
hike in the interchange fee paid by customers 
on cash withdrawals, saying their businesses will “bleed.” This could significantly impact the rollout of new ATMs in a country already battling low teller machine penetration. The contention of these operators is that the RBI’s 
increased compliance standards on security and 
maintenance has increased the cost of running 
the teller machines without a corresponding 
increase in the revenues these companies make 
through fees accrued.The current interchange fee has been set by RBI at Rs.15 per transaction with a cap of five free transactions per customer, which the Confederation of ATM industry or CATMi 
feels is not enough for sustenance of daily operations. “The continued bleeding is not only impacting the viability of ATM businesses but has significantly slowed down new rollouts both by banks and white label ATM operators,” 
said the February 13 letter addressed to a senior RBI executive. “In the meanwhile, RBI has been 
relentless in demanding implementation of various compliance/control measures such as 

rollout of EMVs etc which is further impacting sustainability of industry players.” A high-level committee setup by the RBI earlier in 2019 to recommend ways to increase ATM penetration in the country had submitted its findings to the central bank in December. The primary 
recommendation of the six-member committee 
was to hike the interchange fee, sources with direct knowledge told ET.  For urban areas where the population is more than 1 million the ATM 
committee has recommended an interchange fee of Rs 17 on financial and Rs 7 on non-financial 
transactions. It has also suggested capping free ATM withdrawals to three. For rural and semi-
urban areas where the population is less than 
1 million, the committee has recommended an interchange fee of Rs 18 for financial and 

Rs 8 for non-financial transactions, while free transactions could be six. The RBI committee was headed by Indian Banks’ Association chief VG Kannan and included NPCI CEO Dilip Asbe, two senior CATMi representatives, SBI chief general manager GK Nair and HDFC liabilities head G Sampath Kumar. Meanwhile, sources told ET that deliberation on the scope 
of implementation of these recommendations 
is yet to get underway at the central bank 
level even as the industry is widely expecting 
a positive follow up on the committee report. “NPCI has started work on the ATM committee 
recommendations at the back end because it also requires software tweaks but the RBI

is yet to take any material decision on the 
implementation of these suggestions,” said an official aware of the discussions. As per the latest RBI data, there are 227,000 ATMs operational 
across the country, of which 21,300 are white-
label machines and the rest are owned by the 
banks. Historical central bank data shows that 
the growth of teller machines peaked in 2018 
as banks stopped installing them owing to high costs. Data also showed that only one out of five ATMs were deployed in rural geographies. For 
private sector banks, the rural deployment rate is less than one for every 10 ATMs.

ATM operators seek higher fees on withdrawals Auto dealers’ body asks vehicle makers to 
shift completely to BS-VI compliant units

Mumbai, Agency.  It is incumbent on the telcos to find money and will 
be safe to presume that they would have made some arrangements for it by now, SBI chairman Rajnish Kumar 
said on Friday. He also said that the bank will be passing on all the benefits of the cash reserve ratio (CRR) reliefs 
on small ticket loans to the borrowers and a decision on the same will be done before April 1. The comments on 
telecom companies come on a day when the Supreme 
Court made it clear that they will have to cough up the Rs 1.47 lakh crore in adjusted gross revenue (AGR) dues 
and also questioned why contempt proceedings should 
not be initiated against those who are coming in way 
of implementing its order. “It is now for the telecom companies to decide how will they find the money or what 
course of action they will take,” Kumar told reporters on the sidelines of the annual NTLF here. “They (telcos) 
would have made their arrangements is what I presume,” 
Kumar said, adding that it has not been approached by any of the telecom company. The payments to be made by the companies include Rs 53,000 crore by Vodafone Idea, Rs 35,500 crore by Bharti Airtel and Rs 14,000 crore by the now defunct Tata Teleservices.Kumar said the bank has a Rs 29,000 crore exposure to the telecom sector and another up to Rs 14,000 crore 
in non-fund based exposure which will devolve only if 
there is a non-payment of dues. Its gross non-performing assets include Rs 9,000 crore from the telecom sector, he 

said, adding that it has been provided for in full and the 
bank has decided not to set aside money against standard assets there. On the CRR benefit pass through, he said the 
next review of the external benchmark-linked rates is scheduled to take place in April 1, but an announcement will be made before that as well. The bank, at present, is calculating what exactly will be the benefit of the RBI’s move announced on February 6 and the quantum of the benefit to the end customer will be soon arrived at.

Meanwhile, on the troubles of Yes Bank, Kumar 
said SBI also had to contend with “mess” because of its 
corporate lending like the private sector lender, but could 
absorb the impact because of its size while the smaller sized Yes Bank suffered. The impact on both the banks 
was “more or less the same, he said. He claimed SBI is the 
biggest e-commerce player at present through its digital 
banking offering ‘Yono’ if one were to exclude pure-play 
players in the segment.

SBI Not Approached by Any Telecom Company 
to Finance AGR Dues, Says ChairmanNew Delhi, Agency.  New Delhi: RBI Governor Shaktikanta Das on Saturday said 

it will have internal discussions in case there are any issues arising out of the Supreme Court order regarding AGR dues. 
On Friday, the Supreme 
Court threatened contempt 
proceedings against top executives of Bharti Airtel, Vodafone Idea and other telecom firms for failing to 
comply with its directive to pay an estimated Rs 
1.47 lakh crore in past 
dues. Das did not offer any specific comments about 
the order, which might have ramifications on banks in terms of their exposure to the financially-stressed telecom 
companies. When asked about the order, Das said it would be 
internally deliberated upon, if at all there are issues arising out of it. On Friday, State Bank of India (SBI) Chairman Rajnish Kumar said it was incumbent on telecom companies to find money and 
that it would be safe to presume that they would have made 
some arrangements for it by now. His remarks came hours after the apex court order on the adjusted gross revenue (AGR) dues matter. Meanwhile, addressing the media after the RBI’s board 
meeting here, Das said that credit growth is expected to pick up 
in the coming months. Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman, who also addressed the board, said the finance ministry was monitoring banks on credit flow to the agriculture sector.

Supreme Court order on AGR dues: Das says will 
discuss internally if any issues arise out of it

n  As of now, the RBI’s 
accounting year runs 
from July to June while the 
government follows the 
April-March fiscal year

n  Das said declining crude oil 
prices will have a positive 
impact on inflation
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Mumbai, Agency. Screen icon Madhubala’s 
sister has revealed that a biopic that was planned on the late star with Imtiaz Ali 
attached as a director is not moving forward 
because of family’s opposition. Madhubala’s 
sister Madhur Brij Bhushan said the biopic, 
which was to be announced on Friday 
on the star’s 87th birth anniversary, isn’t happening as of now. “They (the family) 
are saying please don’t go ahead with it but 
we will make it. Somehow or the other, we 
will convince them and make it,” Madhur told PTI. Madhur Brij Bhushan said while Imtiaz Ali has terminated his current 
contract, she’s not sure the director will 
be attached to the project in the future. “I 
wouldn’t know if he would be still attached. 
He terminated the contract because of my 
family. He’s a gentleman. I have nothing 
against him. When he saw that the family wasn’t agreeing, he must’ve felt… Maybe for 
the time being he has put it aside, he may 
reconsider it, you never know.” Madhur 
said the children of her sister Kaneez aren’t 
letting her speak to Kaneez to get the required ‘No Objection Certificate’. “I am 
trying my best. Her children aren’t allowing 
me to talk to her. She is a 93-year old woman 
and at that age people talk about something 
which makes no sense so maybe because 
of that the children aren’t willing. I don’t 
know what’s happening, why aren’t they 
allowing me to talk to her. “If they allow me, 
she will be in a better frame of mind and 
we will be able to sort it out. She’s not in India, she’s in New Zealand.” The biopic was 
planned a year ago and Madhur says they 
were supposed to make an announcement at 
that time. “Unfortunately, it didn’t work out 
because people concerned were busy with their shootings. Then it got further delayed. Then family members opposed it. But I’ll try my best to make it and by April-May, you’ll 
get the good news,” she added.

Madhubala biopic put 
on hold over family’s 
opposition, says sister

Mumbai, Agency. Tennis star Sania Mirza 
says she excited about bringing her life story 
to the screen and is currently in talks with 
directors. It was announced last year that 
Sania, the only Indian women to win a Grand Slam title (in doubles), 
has signed a contract with Ronnie Screwala’s RSVP movies. “I’ve had 
some meetings with 
directors and that’s why I was in Mumbai… 
It’s still in the initial stages, Sania said about the film. The sports star said she has always 
lived her life on her terms and it would be 
interesting for her to see her fans’ reaction to her journey. “Anybody who has followed 
my career, they know that I wear my heart 
on my sleeves. I’m not scared, it’s exciting 
for me to be able to tell my story and for people to be able to watch, she told PTI. 
Sania, 33, believes athletes make for a good 
movie subject as people can relate to their struggle and hardwork. “The hard work that 
goes into the making of an athlete, a lot of 
people can relate to it in different ways. We 
all work hard but when you play a sport, 
you actually work through sweat and blood. Everybody loves champions. “Also, a lot of 
sports personalities, including me, come 
from a humble background. From having 
almost nothing to going into becoming huge 
champions and representing our country, 
our lives are very relatable,” she said. Sania 
was talking on the sidelines of Lakme Fashion Week Summer/Resort 2020, where she walked the ramp for designer Rina 
Singh’s label Eka.

Sania Mirza on her biopic 
Excited to share my story 
with my fans

JijajiChhatPer Hain stars relive their memories 
as the show bids farewell to its fans

Mumbai, Agency. Sony SAB’s rib-tickling comedy show, JijajiChhat Per Hain has successfully spread 
laughter and joy amongst its viewers through 
the beautiful camaraderie between the characters. After 2 glorious years, the show is finally coming to an end as the quirky love story of Elaichi(Hiba Nawab) and Pancham(Nikhil Khurana)finds a happy ending. Since its 
inception in 2018, the show hasfounda 
special placein everyone’s heart. JijajiChhat Per Hain never failed to give something new 
to itsaudiences, with each character playing 

a pivotal role in the fun-filled chaos and in 
upping the comedy quotient of the show. 
While closing this beautiful chapter, the cast of JijajiChhat Per Hain shared their memories 
about their journey so far as they get ready to 
bid farewell to the show. 

Hiba Nawab, essaying the role of Elaichi said, “There are many memories attached to this show. The journey of my character, 
Elaichi, has been a long one from being a 
schoolgirl to becoming a married woman. It 
has been my most dynamic role so far, as I 
got to portray various characters and looks, 
including those of a milkmaid and a dacoit. 

As an artiste, my journey on the show has been full of learning and fun. The cast of the 
show is like my second family, who I will 
miss a lot.” Nikhil Khurana, essaying the role of Pancham said, “It has been wonderful 2 years withJijajiChhat Per Hain with some 
beautiful memories that I will cherish forever. JijajiChhat Per Hain will continue to be the 
closest to my heart as it comes to an end with the love birds, Elaichi and Pancham finally coming together. The journey for me has been 
full of learning and fun. I even portrayed the 
character of Sanjana, which was appreciated 
by our viewers,the various character’s I 

have played in the show made me explore 
more as an artiste. I will miss my co-stars 
who have been the most amazing team to work with.”Anup Upadhyay, essaying the role 
of Murari said, “My character Murari will 
always have a special place in my career as 
it a really unique character which has several 
layers of humors attached to him. It has been an exceptional journey with JijajiChhat Per 
Hain and I am glad that we could successfully 
spread laughter and joy in our viewer’s lives. I feel JijajiChhat Per Hain has created one of 
the funniest and memorable characters who 
never failed to bring a smile.”

Everyday is different now : Siddhant 
Chaturvedi on life after Gully Boy

Mumbai, Agency. 

For Siddhant Chaturvedi, the breakout star of Gully Boy, life has come full circle a year after the film’s release. The young star, who charmed audiences and critics with his fiery 
performance as rapper MC Sher, is 
on a roll with back-to-back projects. 
“Life has changed, now I’m shooting for films as a lead hero in the industry 
back-to-back with the biggest of 
banners and directors,” Siddhant said 
in a statement. Siddhant will next be seen in Bunty Aur Babli 2, followed 
by Shakun Batra’s untitled alongside Deepika Padukone and Ananya Panday. “I’ll be doing an action film 
which is my passion project and then 
end this year with a horror comedy 
which will be hilarious. 

Everyday is different, either 
I’m reading, or I’m shooting for 
something or I’m shooting for brands. 
It’s amazing, I’m loving the life right now,” the actor added. Gully Boy, directed by Zoya Akhtar, will always be a special film for Siddhant. “It was my first film so I was really 

excited. The character was close to 
my heart. I crafted it every day since 
I got selected. I walked like him, 
picked up the ‘gully’ slang. I couldn’t 
sleep without listening to rap, which 
is not my favourite genre, just to get 

the vibe of the character. “Ranveer (Singh) was fabulous and working 
with Zoya, I think, it spoilt me for the rest of my film experience because it 
was so good, she was so motivating. I 
owe it all to her,” he said.

New Delhi, Agency. Amid mixed reviews, Love Aaj Kal starring Sara Ali Khan and Kartik Aaryan has earned Rs 12.40 crore at the box office. Trade analyst Taran Adarsh shared on Twitter, “#LoveAajKal packs a solid total on Day 1… Got a boost due to #ValentinesDay2020… Metros excellent, contribute to the big total… Tier-2 cities and mass belt ordinary/low… Will it collect in double digits on Day 2 and 3, is the big question… Fri  12.40 cr. #India biz.”Taran Adarsh also shared the opening box office figures of Kartik Aaryan’s films where Love Aaj Kal has topped.He shared, “#KartikAaryan versus #KartikAaryan… *Day 1* biz…2020: #LoveAajKal  12.40 cr2019: #PatiPatniAurWoh  9.10 cr2019: #LukaChuppi  8.01 cr2015: #PyaarKaPunchnama2  6.80 cr2018: #SonuKeTituKiSweety  6.42 cr2011: #PyaarKaPunchnama  92 lakhs#India biz.”The film was a Valentine’s Day release and was thus expected to mark at the box office. Earlier trade analyst Girish Johar shared with indianexpress.com, “Love Aaj Kal has a fantastic buzz. The trailer and songs have been liked a lot. The genre of the film is romantic, and love is in the air with Valentine’s Day around 
the corner, so it is a fantastically planned release coinciding with the celebration of love. I am looking forward to a good start for the film at the box office.” He 

added, “Love Aaj Kal has Kartik and Sara. Both of them are heartthrobs of the young generation, and they are being liked a lot. Kartik Aaryan is growing with every film. He has immense talent, and he gives his heart and soul to his acting. He is being appreciated, and that love is showing at the box office. Sara is a younger version of Alia Bhatt. She has a strong fanbase too.” The Indian Express critic Shubhra Gupta gave the film 1.5 stars and wrote in her review, “The last 
time I saw the messy feelings of pain-pleasure-exhilaration, feelings that touch you and move you, that radiate from true lovers, was in Ali’s most well-realised movie, Jab We Met, and before, in his lovely, underrated Socha Na Tha. He hasn’t managed to capture those emotions since, not in Rockstar, nor 
in Tamasha, and certainly not in the misfire that was Jab Harry Met Sejal.” 
She further added, “But at least those movies had sparkly moments. I’m hard put to find any in this one which has characters playing familiar types. Aaryan is desperately trying to act as a lover in back-then-Udaipur-and-
right-now-Delhi, but the effort doesn’t translate into anything true. Khan is perky and alive, but a captive of the flat writing that encases the film. 
First-timer Sharma does shyness-boldness well, and Hooda is the one I kept watching through the film, because he brings the experience of a lived-life in 
his character of a commitment-phobic serial-bed-warmer: the story of the older Raghu and Leena is the more interesting of the two, and you wish it 
had been explored better.”

Love Aaj Kal box office collection Day 1: Sara-Kartik film earns Rs 12.40 crore

New Delhi, Agency. The idea of romance has changed over the years for Randeep 
Hooda and though the actor believes self-love is paramount, 
he says appreciating people as they are is the most evolved definition of the concept. The 43-year-old actor plays the role of a cafe owner in Imtiaz Ali’s Love Aaj Kal, a sort of conduit between the two eras represented in the film. “Love is now 
letting another person be who they are and appreciating than rather mould people according to their expectations. The 
concept of love is more applied now because we have varied lives and interests,” Randeep Hooda told PTI in an interview. 
“Self-love is most important. If you can’t love yourself, you 
can’t love others. In these times we need kindness, acceptance and still be able to go your own way,” he added. The actor said had it not been for Imtiaz Ali he would have never played the 
character, whose name has been attached with the romantic heroes, played by Bollywood superstar Shah Rukh Khan. “‘Raj’ 
was a kind of stereotype of a character and this is not saying 
anything about the actor’s performance, but this is a modern day Raj – different, chilled out,” he said. Randeep Hooda, who has worked with Imtiaz Ali earlier in Highway, said he finds it easy to understand the director’s cinematic language. “When I approach a film or a role, I feel 
like an absolute novice. I don’t know how I’m going to do it. And people are going to find out this time that I actually cannot 
act,” the actor said. “With Imtiaz, it’s the conversation, a larger idea that is specifically about the story, then it becomes about 
the characters and it’s essentially a scene. It’s like having a 
long chat with somebody and somebody says, ‘Okay, so this is where we are and action’,” he added. After Love Aaj Kal, which hit the screens on Friday, Randeep Hooda will next be seen opposite Salman Khan in Radhe. “The shooting has been wrapped. It is the first time that I am playing a villain. Salman is a dear friend, it’s been a joyride. Prabhudheva is a humble, uncomplicated director and man,” the actor said. Asked about 
returning for a Salman Khan movie for the third time, the actor 
joked, “In Kick, I’m chasing him around and we were chasing the same girl. In Sultan, I was coaching him how to fight and now in Radhe, I guess I’m testing him if he’s learnt anything from Sultan or not.” Randeep Hooda is also playing a key role in Chris Hemsworth-starrer Netflix movie, which was earlier 
titled Dhaka. “I have been offered roles from the West earlier as well, but why I particularly liked this film is because it will 
burst several Indian stereotype. “I get to do a lot of action in the movie. I might be the first Indian male actor to do such an action-packed role in a Hollywood film. It was a great experience working with Hemsworth, Russo brothers and 
director Sam Hargrave,” he said.

Mumbai, Agency. On Saturday, the cast of Shubh Mangal Zyada Savdhaan will grace The Kapil Sharma Show. The lead actors of the upcoming film – Ayushmann Khurrana and Jitendra Kumar will be joined by their co-stars Gajraj Rao, Neena Gupta, Manu Rishi Chaddha, Sunita Rajwar, and Maanvi Gagroo for a fun episode. While Kapil 
Sharma will be seen interacting with the actors about the film, Krushna Abhishek aka Sapna will 
be seen pulling their legs. Kapil Sharma will quiz Ayushmann Khurrana and Jitendra Kumar on 
their on-screen kissing scene. Khurrana will say 
that as actors, they should be able to normalise the sensitive subject. And the kiss only added more 
value to the story. While talking about the subject, Ayushmann will add that a lot of people still feel 
homosexuality is not normal, even when the 
Supreme Court has decriminalised section 377.

Mumbai, Agency. The makers of Suraj Pe Mangal Bhari on Friday revealed actor Fatima Sana Shaikh’s first look from the movie. The Dangal star is essaying the role of a Marathi girl in the film, being directed by Abhishek Sharma of The Zoya Factor and Parmanu: The Story of Pokhran fame. “Her character has a 
dual personality for which we needed an actor who could play 
vulnerable, mysterious and assertive with equal ease. “Fatima 
is an excellent talent who has the quality to get into all these 
emotions at will. She is extremely punctual, very involved and 
dedicated with her work. Her infectious enthusiasm keeps us all energized on the set,” Abhishek said in a statement. The film also features Manoj Bajpayee and Diljit Dosanjh in pivotal roles. Suraj Pe Mangal Bhari, produced by Zee Studios 
production, is currently being shot in various locations in 
Mumbai. It will release later this year.

Love is letting another person be 
who they are : Randeep Hooda

Team Shubh Mangal Zyada 
Savdhaan takes the stage

Fatima Sana Shaikh plays a Marathi girl in 
Suraj Pe Mangal Bhari. Here’s her first look
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