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FIRST COLUMN

 New Delhi, Agency.  Maharashtra Higher 
Education Minister Uday Samant on 
Wednesday said that singing the National 
Anthem will be made compulsory in all 
schools and colleges in the state from 
February 19. “Recently, we have taken a 
decision that the National Anthem should 
be sung before college work starts,” Samant 
said. “So, we are going to start this from 
February 19 on the occasion of Shiv Jayanti. 
The letter regarding the same will be issued 
to all the colleges,” he added. “All agreed 
to implement this decision,” Samant said 
at an event in Pune. He added that at least 
15 lakh people will be singing the National 
Anthem in a single day under this decision 
and that Maharashtra will be the only state 
in the country to do it. The decision comes 
days after School Education Minister and 
Congress MLA Varsha Gaikwad announced 
that the Preamble to the Indian Constitution 
should be collectively read daily during 
morning assembly in schools.

Singing national anthem 
compulsory in Maharashtra 
schools, colleges from Feb 19

Bhopal, Agency.  After a curious tweet by 
Uma Bharti on Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi after the Delhi Assembly poll results 
raised eyebrows, the BJP leader put out a 
long clarification Wednesday, saying state 
polls were not a verdict on the PM and that 
Mahatma Gandhi had wanted a Congress-
free India. On Tuesday, after the BJP suffered 
a drubbing at the hands of the Aam Aadmi 
Party in Delhi, Bharti tweeted: “Results of 
various Assembly polls in the past 1.5 years, 
then the Lok sabha polls, and the subsequent 
state elections prove there is no leader like 
PM Modi in the BJP or in India. The whole 
country seems to have embarced PM Modi, 
just like he has embraced the people of 
India. Chhatrapati Modi zindabaad!” The 
BJP had lost three states that went to polls 
before the Lok Sabha elections Rajasthan, 
Madhya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh and in 
state elections held after that, lost power 
in Maharashtra and Jharkhand, worsened 
its performance in Haryana, and failed to 
wrest Delhi from AAP. With some assuming 
Bharti’s tweet to be a taunt, she took to the 
social media platform again on Wednesday. 
“Some who reported on my tweet seem not 
to have read it properly. From 2014 to now, it 
has become clear in front of the whole world 
that there is no equal to Shri Modiji in India. 
We may lose some state polls, but in the Lok 
Sabha elections, there is a one-sided wave in 
favour of Modiji, which will continue for the 
next 10-20 years,” Bharti tweeted. 

After curious tweet on PM 
Modi after Delhi results, here’s 
Uma Bharti’s clarification

Kochi, Agency.  A news presenter in Kerala 
was startled for a few seconds when she 
realised during a live broadcast that she had 
won the 2018 Kerala state award for best 
news presenter. N Sreeja, a chief sub-editor 
with Mathrubhumi news channel, was on-
air on Wednesday morning when news of 
the Kerala state media awards came out. As 
the news flashed on the teleprompter during 
the live broadcast, Sreeja was visibly startled 
to read her own name on it. She paused for 
a couple of seconds as she realised that she 
had won the coveted prize. A video that 
did the rounds on social media showed 
Sreeja pausing before continuing to read the 
news that she had won the prize. Clearly, 
there was a hint of happiness in her voice. 
Towards the end of the news item, Sreeja 
could be seen struggling to hide her smile 
and maintain her composure. 

When a news presenter 
realised she won an award 
during live broadcast

New Delhi, Agency.   

Six months after Jammu and Kashmir’s special 
status was revoked by diluting Article 370 of the 
Constitution, the second batch of foreign envoys 
arrived in Srinagar Wednesday for a first-hand 
assessment of the situation in the Union Territory. 
The envoys of over 20 countries arrived at the 
Srinagar airport at around 11 am for a two-day visit. 
Earlier today, the envoys, who are staying at a hotel 
along the Boulevard Road, went for a Shikara ride 
on the famous Dal Lake after their visit to Baramulla 
town in north Kashmir got canceled due to inclement 
weather.Taking to Twitter, Afghanistan’s envoy to 
India Tahir Qadri said, “Upon our arrival, we enjoyed 
a #Shikara ride on Dal Lake in Srinagar, Kashmir. 
Beautiful lake and hospitable people. I bought a 

beautiful Kashmiri ring from a boat serving as a 
shop.” Reacting to the visit of envoys, Iltija Mufti, the 
daughter of incarcerated PDP president Mehbooba 
Mufti, said she hoped that the ambassadors will 
question the authorities about the internet ban 
and detention of political leaders under the Public 
Safety Act. This is the second group of envoys to 
visit the newly-created Union Territory following 
the abrogation of article 370 provisions on August 5 
last year. Last month, the government had arranged 
a trip for 15 foreign diplomats, including the US 
Ambassador to India Kenneth Juster, to J&K. The 
current visit comes after the EU Parliament last 
month deferred a vote on a joint draft resolution 
on Kashmir and CAA that India called a “diplomatic 
victory”. The voting is likely to take place in the 
next plenary sitting of the European Parliament in 
March-April.

Second batch of foreign envoys 
arrive in Jammu and Kashmir

 New Delhi, Agency.   

Even as the number of new coronavirus 
cases being detected each day are 
dropping, fears over the outbreak 
refuse to cease. The viral infection has 
so far killed over 1,100 people in China 
the epicentre of the outbreak with 97 
more deaths recorded Wednesday. 
Despite the death toll, the novel 
coronavirus epidemic, later renamed 
by the WHO as COVID-19, is not a 
life-threatening illness. Most of the 
infections are in Hubei in China, though 
the daily tally of new cases detected 
in the province fell when compared to 
previous days. Hubei recorded 2,097 
new cases Monday, compared to 2,618 
a day earlier. The total number of cases 
have now hit 44,653, including 2,015 
new cases on Tuesday, the lowest daily 
rise in new cases since January 30. 
In comparison to the SARS epidemic 
of 2002-2003, the novel coronavirus 
is less fatal than the epidemic which 
resulted in around 800 deaths 17 
years ago. Like the 2019-nCoV or 
Wuhan virus, severe acute respiratory 
syndrome (SARS) is also caused due to 

a type of coronavirus, called the SARS 
coronavirus (SARS-CoV). Singaporean 
Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong, in 
a video message to his citizens, has 
underlined how “fear can do more harm 
than the virus itself.” Singapore has 
reported 47 cases of coronavirus. Its 
biggest bank, DBS, evacuated 300 staff 
from its head office on Wednesday after 
a confirmed coronavirus case in the 
building, according to AP. Emphaising 
his administration’s preparedness 
to deal with cases, Lee appealed to 
citizens to remain calm and not give in 
to rumour-mongering. 

Coronavirus has 0.2% mortality 
rate, SARS was 10%

 New Delhi, Agency.   

On Wednesday (February 12), Lashkar-e-Taiba 
founder (LeT) and Jamat-ud Dawa (JuD) chief Hafiz 
Saeed was convicted by a Pakistan court in two 
terror-financing cases and sentenced to five-and-a-
half years in prison concurrently. Saeed and other 
leaders of his outfits were booked in July last year 
under charges of terror financing. With pressure 
from the international community building up, 
Pakistan has been trying to probe operations and 
functioning of the LeT, its charitable wing JuD, and 
its other branches, in order to convince the Financial 
Action Task Force (FATF) the Paris-based anti-terror 
watchdog that it is taking steps to check terror 
financing. Hafiz Saeed is the founder and leader of 
the Islamist terrorist organisation Lashkar-e-Taiba 
(LeT), which is a Sunni group that follows the Ahle-
Hadith interpretation of Islam. 

According to Stanford University’s Centre for 
International Security and Co-operation (CISC), the 
organisation was founded in 1990 and its goals include 
conducting jihad in the way of Allah, preaching the 
true religion and training the new generation along 
true Islamic lines. Some of its goals are aligned with 
that of Pakistan, including the liberation of Kashmir 

from India. Saeed is also the mastermind of the 2008 
Mumbai terrorist attacks. In an interview he gave to 
the BBC in 2014, Saeed denied his involvement in the 
Mumbai attacks, calling the evidence against him “just 
propaganda” by India. “The people of Pakistan know 
me and they love me. No one has tried to approach the 
American authorities to get this bounty [put on his 
head]. My role is very clear, and God is protecting me,” 
he told the BBC then. Other attacks that LeT has been 
involved in include the 2001 shootout at Parliament 
House in New Delhi, and, most recently, the 2016 
attack on the military headquarters in Uri. In 2012, 
in order to support India in its attempt to extradite 
Saeed, the US State Department offered a bounty of up 
to $10 million for information that could lead to his 
arrest or conviction. 

What does the conviction 
of Hafiz Saeed mean?

Aam Aadmi Party sweep 
in Delhi : The day after

New Delhi, Agency.   

As Aam Aadmi Party national convener Arvind Kejriwal 
prepared to take over the reins of Delhi for the third consecutive 
time at the Ramlila Maidan, here on February 16, large-scale 
changes were happening in major opposition Bharatiya Janata 
Party and Indian National Congress. Addressing mediapersons 
a day after his party registered a thumping victory in the Delhi 
Assembly election, AAP senior leader Manish Sisodia said, ‘The 
entire cabinet will be sworn in along with Kejriwal.” Newly-
elected MLAs of the AAP have officially elected Mr Kejriwal as 
the leader of the legislative party. ‘The AAP government’s work 
has been acknowledged. Real nationalism is providing water 
and education to the poor,’ Mr Sisodia said. 

‘I appeal to you all is to reach Ramlila Maidan from 1000 
hrs to bless your son and encourage him.’ State BJP president 
Manoj Tiwari offered to resign owning responsibility for the 
party’s electoral debacle. The Delhi BJP chief who has also met 
newly-elected MLAs at the party office on Wednesday, said the 
party will evaluate reasons behind the loss. ‘We couldn’t perform 
well. We will evaluate this. Sometimes we get discouraged when 
results are not as per our expectations but I would like to tell 
our workers to not be disheartened. Compared to 2015 our 
winning percentage has increased,’ Mr Tiwari said. “I accept the 
mandate of people of Delhi and congratulate Arvind Kejriwal. I 
hope he will perform well as per the expectations of the people,” 
he added. After witnessing debacle for the second consecutive 
time in the Delhi assembly polls, differences emerged between 

senior Congress leaders and AICC in-charge of Delhi PC Chacko, 
who on Wednesday resigned from the post. According to party 
sources, Mr Chacko has sent his resignation letter to Congress 
interim president Sonia Gandhi. Mr Chacko has quit a day after 
the Delhi Pradesh Congress Committee president Subhash 
Chopra resigned, taking moral responsibility for the dismal 
performance of the party.

Behind AAP win, a story of tight fights and shrinking margins
AAP won 36 seats the majority mark in the house with more than 20 per cent margin of victory

 New Delhi, Agency.   

As the national capital voted Arvind Kejriwal’s 
Aam Aadmi Party back into power for a third 
consecutive time, Delhi witnessed some close 
races. Numbers show that BJP gave a tough fight 
to AAP in more than 10 constituencies which 
the latter had won comfortably in the previous 
Assembly election. In 2015, AAP won 36 seats 
the majority mark in the house with more than 
20 per cent margin of victory. This time this 
number has been reduced to 22 seats. 

There was close competition (less than 5 per 
cent margin) on 13 Assembly seats out of which 
AAP won 10 and BJP got three. In 2015, such 
fights were limited to six seats of which AAP won 
four. Interestingly, three of these constituencies 
Laxmi Nagar, Krishna Nagar, and Najafgarh 
saw close fights again this time. This time, 
AAP’s candidate from Bijwasan constituency 
Bhupinder Singh Joon won by a narrow margin 
of 753 votes this is 0.6 per cent of the total votes 
polled in the constituency. However, in the last 
Assembly election, Col. Devinder Sehrawat had 
won this seat for AAP with a margin of 19536 
votes (16.5 per cent). In Laxmi Nagar, BJP’s 
Abhay Verma won by only 880 votes defeating 

AAP MLA Nitin Tyagi. AAP had won the seat 
with a margin of 4846 votes (3.4 per cent) in 
2015. Similarly, in Krishna Nagar, AAP’s S K 
Bagga faced tough competition from rival Dr. 
Anil Goyal from BJP, beating him with a margin 
of merely 2.7 per cent (3995 votes) of votes 
polled. Bagga had faced a tougher fight in 2015 

when he defeated BJP’s CM face Kiran Bedi 
by a margin of 1.7 per cent or 2,277 votes.In 
Najafgarh constituency, which falls under the 
parliamentary constituency of Parvesh Verma, 
BJP gained in vote share by 21 percentage 
points and went up 46 per cent, but still failed 
to win. Here, AAP’s Kailash Gehlot won by a 

margin of 3.8 per cent (6231 votes) defeating 
BJP’s Ajeet Singh. In 2015, Gehlot faced stiff 
competition from INLD’s Bharat Singh and was 
able to win by a tiny margin of only 1555 votes 
(1 per cent). In Patparganj, AAP’s heavyweight 
and number two Manish Sisodia had won by 
a huge margin of 20.5 per cent (28,791 votes) 
in 2015. This time, he scraped through with 
just 2.3 per cent (3,207 votes) after trailing in 
the initial rounds of counting. Karawal Nagar 
also saw a close contest where BJP’s Mohan 
Bisht defeated AAP’s hopeful Durgesh Pathak 
by 4.2 per cent of votes polled. It is the same 
constituency, where Kapil Mishra (now in BJP) 
won from AAP in 2015 by a big margin of 26 
per cent (44,431 votes). However, this time, 
Mishra contested from Model Town only to be 
trounced by AAP’s incumbent MLA Akhilesh 
Pati Tripathi by a margin of more than 11,000 
votes. Similarly, in other constituencies like 
Adarsh Nagar, Kasturba Nagar, Chhatarpur, 
Kirari and Badarpur where AAP won by more 
than 15 per cent margins in 2015 saw close 
fights. In these seats, AAP was able to retain all 
(by a close margin of around 3 per cent or less) 
except Badarpur, where they lost to BJP by a 
margin of 2 per cent.

AAP MLAs chose Mr. Kejriwal as the leader of the 
legislature party Arvind Kejriwal will take oath as Delhi 
Chief Minister on February 16 at Ramlila Maidan in a 
grand ceremony that will be open to the public, senior 
AAP leader Manish Sisodia said on Wednesday. All cabinet 
ministers will also take oath along with Mr. Kejriwal at 
the event, which will begin at 10 a.m., he said. Mr. Sisodia 
also expressed concern about the attack on party MLA 
Naresh Yadav’s convoy 
on Tuesday night, and 
said, “People responsible 
for maintaining law and 
order in Delhi should take 
action.” The Aam Aadmi 
Party swept the Delhi 
Assembly polls bagging 
62 out of 70 seats and 
decimating its rivals BJP 
and Congress. The BJP 
bagged eight seats. Chosen 
as leader of legislature 
party Earlier, AAP MLAs 
chose Mr. Kejriwal as the 
leader of the legislature 
party on Wednesday, a move that will pave way for 
him to stake claim to form the next government in 
Delhi. Chief Minister Kejriwal, who trumped his rivals 
by scripting a spectacular victory on Tuesday, met the 
MLAs at his official residence at Civil Lines during which 
he was elected the leader of the legislature party.

Arvind Kejriwal to be sworn in 
as Chief Minister of Delhi on 

February 16 at Ramlila Maidan
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India to work on issuing decadal 
climate predictions

Puducherry becomes first UT to pass 
resolution against Citizenship Act

Pune, Agency. 

A new research programme to study 
the feasibility of issuing decadal climate 
predictions over the country will be 
launched soon, said M Rajeevan, secretary 
of the Ministry of Earth Sciences (MoES), 
in Pune on Tuesday. He was speaking 
on the sidelines of the sixth edition of 
the International Conference on Climate 
Services (ICCS), organised at Indian 
Institute of Tropical Meteorology (IITM). 
This is the first time India is hosting 
ICCS. This will a maiden attempt for 
India in working on decadal predictions, 
but several countries, like the United 
Kingdom, have developed expertise in 
such predictions. 

“Works on climate change projections 
till 2070 or 2080 are complete. But 
now, there is an increasing focus on 
decadal predictions, which is done for 
10 years or for 20 years. Besides being 
vital inputs for climate projections, 
decadal time scale predictions have 
been found to be relevant with many 
societal applications. India, too, shall 

focus on decadal time scale predictions,” 
said Rajeevan. All required research for 
this soon-to-be-launched programme 
will be carried out by scientists at IITM 
while later works will also be shared 

by India Meteorological Department 
(IMD) and National Centre for Medium 
Range Weather Forecast (NCMRWF). 
The Centre for Climate Change Research 
(CCCS), led by R Krishnan, already has 

climate predictions till 2100. Elaborating 
on the new research, Rajeevan said, “The 
existing coupled-climate model can be 
utilised, it is just that scientists may 
need to perform some minor tweaking 
in the present strategy while developing 
decadal predictions. All weather 
parameters like temperatures, rainfall 
will be considered. Since predictions will 
be done for over 10 years, vital signs are 
expected to be gathered from the deep 
oceans rather than the atmosphere.” 

On the chances of these 10-year 
predictions being made operational, Ravi 
Nanjundiah, director of IITM, said, “We do 
have some skill working on this coupled-
climate model. However, we will need 
to do detailed research for the decadal 
predictions. Depending on the results, 
it can be later decided whether these 
predictions need to be made operational.” 
WMO has established global centres, 
led by UK, for predicting annual to 
decadal predictions. Like IMD’s seasonal 
forecasts, the decadal predictions will 
also be done on a country-wide scale, 
said the scientists.

Lucknow, Agency. 

Ahead of her visit to the SP 
stronghold Azamgarh where she 
is likely to meet family members 
of arrested anti-CAA protestors, 
Congress leader Priyanka Gandhi 
Vadra on Wednesday said raising 
voice in a democracy is not a crime.
Her visit also comes in the backdrop 
of “missing” posters of Samajwadi 
Party chief Akhilesh Yadav surfacing 
in his parliamentary constituency. 
The posters had questioned the MP’s 
absence in the wake of police action 
on women protesting against the 
CAA here last week. In a tweet in Hindi, 
Priyanka Gandhi said, “Raising voice in a 
democracy is not a crime. And, it is my duty 
to stand with those, with whom crime has 
been committed. (Loktantra mein awaaz 
uthaana julm nahi hai aur mera kartavya 
hai ki jinke saath julm ho raha hai main 
unke saath kharhi hoon).” Several Muslim 
women had staged a protest at Maulana 
Jauhar Park area here last week against 

the Citizenship (Amendment) Act and the 
National Register of Citizens (NRC) but 
were forcibly removed by police.

An FIR was registered against 35 
named and over 100 unidentified people 
involved in the protests. Of them, 20 
people were arrested, police had said. This 
is the Congress general secretary’s second 
visit to eastern UP in less than a week. On 
Sunday, she had visited Varanasi on the 
occasion of Ravidas Jayanti.

New Delhi, Agency. 

The Kerala state lottery department will Wednesday 
announce the results of Kerala Lottery Akshaya AK-432. 
The first prize winner will get a whopping Rs 60 lakh. The 
second and the third prizes will be Rs 5 lakh and Rs 1 lakh 
respectively. The consolation prize is Rs 8,000. The Official 
results are available on keralalotteries.com. The price of a 
single ticket is Rs 40, while the entire book costs Rs 750. If 
the prize money is less than Rs 5,000, the winners can claim 

the money from any lottery shop in Kerala. If the amount 
won is above Rs 5,000, the winners will have to surrender 
their tickets before a bank or government lottery office with 
id proofs. With seven daily and multiple bumper draws, the 
lottery is one of the biggest cash flows in Kerala. The state 
government organises four festival bumper draws  Onam, 
Vishu, Christmas and Pooja/Dussehra. There are two 
seasonal jackpots, the monsoon and summer bumper.

Chennai, Agency

The Puducherry Legislative Assembly 
Wednesday passed a resolution against the 
contentious Citizenship Amendment Act 
(CAA) and urged the Centre to withdraw 
the legislation, which has set off nationwide 
protests and led to over 25 deaths. 

The resolution, which was passed during a 
special one-day Assembly session, saw MLAs 
from All India NR Congress (AINRC) and 
AIADMK boycotting the proceedings of the 
House. Puducherry is the first Union Territory 
to pass a resolution against the CAA. Five state 
governments Kerala, Punjab, Rajasthan, West 
Bengal, and Madhya Pradesh have also passed 
resolutions against the contentious Act. All 
the states, along with Puducherry, are ruled by 
non-BJP governments. Last week, the Madhya 
Pradesh Cabinet passed the resolution, urging 
the Centre to roll-back the CAA and withdraw 
new columns in the NPR and to update 
the population register only after that. The 
Telangana government has also announced 
that it would not implement the CAA that has 

seen widespread protests across the country. 
Delhi, and Shaheen Bagh in specific, has been 
the nucleus of anti-CAA protests ever since the 
citizenship law was amended allowing easier 
citizenship for Hindus, Sikhs, Buddhists, 
Christians, Parsis and Jains who came to 
India after facing religious persecution in 
Pakistan, Afghanistan, and Bangladesh before 
2015. Those opposing the CAA contend that 
it discriminates on the basis of religion and 
violates the Constitution. They also allege 
that the CAA, along with the proposed NRC, is 
intended to target the Muslim community in 
the country. Several leaders, including Rahul 
Gandhi, Mamata Banerjee, and Amarinder 
Singh have protested against the CAA-NRC-
NPR, calling it ‘unconstitutional’ and against 
the secular fabric of the democracy. “Bengal 
has the guts to skip NPR meeting in Delhi. If 
the BJP wants it can dismiss my government. 
Time has come to put aside narrow differences 
and fight together to save the country,” Chief 
Minister Mamata Banerjee had said during 
the passage of the anti-CAA resolution in West 
Bengal Assembly.

New Delhi, Agency. 

A day after Delhi Chief Minister Arvind 
Kejriwal-led Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) won 
the assembly elections with a huge majority, 
BJP general secretary Kailash Vijayvargiya 
Wednesday congratulated him and suggested 
him to incorporate recitation of ‘Hanuman 
Chalisa’ in schools, madrasas and other 
educational institutions. Vijaywargiya took 
to Twitter to say whoever comes to Lord 
Hanuman, they get his blessings. “Arvind 
Kejriwal ji ko jeet kee badhai! Nishchit hi 
jo hanumanaji ki sharan mein aata hai use 
aashirvaad milta hai. 

Ab samay aa gaya hai ki hanuman chaalisa 
ka paath Delhi ke sabhi vidyaalayon, madraso 
sahit sabhi shaikshanik sansthaanon mein 
bhi jaroori ho. Bajarangabali ki kripa se ab 
Delhi vaasi bachche kyon vanchit rahein? 
(Arvind Kejriwal ji, congratulations on 
winning! Surely who comes to Hanumanji, 
they get his blessings. Now the time has come 
that Hanuman Chalisa must be recited in all 
schools, madrasas and other educational 

institutions in Delhi. Why should Delhi 
children be deprived of the blessings of 
Bajrangbali?)” he tweeted. On Tuesday, the 
BJP leader had said “freebies” given out by 
the AAP led to its massive victory in the 
Delhi Assembly polls. “The issue was about 
freebies. Kejriwal will say from where the 
issue of development came into the elections? 

Freebies announced, especially 
during the last six months, in 
Delhi have had an impact on 
these elections.” When asked if 
BJP not projecting a CM face led 
to its defeat, Vijayvargiya said 
it was a matter of discussion, 
adding that, “We have formed 
governments even in the states 
where we had not declared a CM 
face during the poll campaign. 
We have formed governments in 
Haryana and Tripura.” The BJP’s 
general secretary in-charge of 
West Bengal claimed his party 
would win elections in the 
Mamata Banerjee-ruled state 
(slated in 2021) as well without 

projecting anyone as CM candidate. He said 
the BJP would brainstorm on the poll defeat 
in Delhi. He, however,  claimed that BJP’s 
performance this time was “very good” as 
compared to 2015. The BJP had bagged three 
Assembly seats five years ago, this year it has 
got eight seats.

Time for Kejriwal to incorporate ‘Hanuman Chalisa’ 
recitation in schools, madrasas in Delhi : Vijayvargiya

Guhawati, Agency. 

With data related to the updated 
National Register of Citizens (NRC) of 
Assam becoming inaccessible on the 
official website, NRC State Coordinator 
Hitesh Dev Sarma told indianexpress.
com there was “absolutely nothing to 
be worried” and that the data is safe. 
Calling it “just a technical issue”, Sarma 
confirmed that “the data has not been 
displayed since December 15 on the 
website”. This includes information 
pertaining to individuals included and 
excluded from the final NRC list, which 
was published on August 31, 2019. 
The Union Home Ministry has also issued a 
clarification that the NRC data is safe and that 
the matter will be resolved soon. The final 
NRC list excluded 19,06,657 names out of 
3,30,27,661 applicants. 

To check one’s (inclusion or exclusion) 
status, the user has to key in his/her 
Application Receipt Number (ARN) on the 
official website. It is this information that is not 
accessible right now. While the official website 
(http://nrcassam.nic.in) seems to be in order, 
the tab to check one’s status redirects to an 
invalid page. Sarma said the “disappearance” 
of NRC data  whose life online is backed by a 
contract with IT company Wipro  is because 
the previous NRC coordinator Prateek Hajela 
failed to renew the contract with Wipro. “The 
contract expired on October 19  the data 
was available till December 15,” Sarma said. 
Former state coordinator Hajela was released 
from office on November 11. While Sarma was 
appointed on November 9, he joined office on 
December 24. “We have now applied to Wipro 
for a renewal of contract. It is in process but I 
do not know how long it will take the matter 
is in Wipro’s hands now,” he said, adding that 
he hoped it would be “soon” and that it was 
“nothing else but purely a technical issue and 
had happened because of non-availability of 
cloud services.” Sarma added that contracts 
are renewed on need-basis. Leader of 
opposition Debabrata Saikia questioned NRC 
state coordinator Sarma through a letter 
on February 11, asking him to look into this 
“suspicious development.”

Apar Gupta, lawyer and Executive Director 
of the Internet Freedom Foundation (IFF), 
said: “It puts a big question mark on state 
capacity. This points towards the acute lack 
of state capacity to actually make sure that 
data is being reliably, safely and securely 
stored, and also made available in real time 
fashion for delivery of e-governance services.” 
He added: “It even sheds light on the role of 
the private contractor who provided these 
services. It indicates how individual contracts 
are negotiated and how they do not have 
the ability or foresight in light of any kind 
of administrative change to ensure that the 

technical systems remain online during 
renewal processes. Usually contractors, 
prior to deactivating any essential service 
for non-payment of dues or non-renewal of 
contract, provide multiple notices or periods 
of extension this should have been kept in 
mind especially for this service taking into 
account the sensitivity underlying this data 
and tremendous public anxiety its non-
availability would cause.” Wipro Ltd told 
indianexpress.com that the company was 
appointed as the “System Integrator for NRC” 
in Assam after a “rigorous tender process” 
and tasked with “providing the technical 
architecture and technology solutions for the 
project”. In an email statement, Wipro Limited 
wrote: “The IT Services Contract was not 
renewed by the authorities upon its expiry 
in October 2019. However, as a gesture of 
goodwill, Wipro continued to pay the hosting 
service fee until January-end, 2020. Wipro is 
willing to continue providing these services 
if the IT services Agreement is renewed by 
the authorities. The company does not have 
any further comments.” Opposition leader 
Saikia in his letter, wrote: “It is a mystery 
that the online data should vanish all of a 
sudden, especially as the appeals process has 
not even started due to the go-slow attitude 
adopted by the NRC authority.” The Supreme 
Court-mandated NRC exercise in Assam is 
five years in the making and seeks to make 
a list of bonafide Indian citizens living in the 
state of Assam. As per the Assam Accord — 
signed after a six-year-long agitation to expel 
“foreigners” the cut-off date to be an Indian 
citizen in Assam in the midnight of March 
24, 1971.Those excluded from the final NRC 
list  that was published on August 31, 2019 
are meant to approach Foreigners’ Tribunals 
or the quasi-judicial courts which have the 
power to declare an individual ‘foreigner’ or 
‘Indian.’ However, no progress has been made 
on that front since none of the excluded have 
not received their rejection slips which state 
the grounds of their rejection from the NRC 
authorities yet. Sarma said that there is some 
“pending work left” and the rejection slips will 
be issued at the “earliest.”

New Delhi, Agency. 

A Delhi court Wednesday expressed 
displeasure over CBI’s investigation into 
a bribery and extortion case against its 
former Special Director Rakesh Asthana and 
others, asking why the accused with a bigger 
role in the case were roaming free while 
the agency arrested its own DSP. “Why are 
certain accused who seem to have a bigger 
role in the case were roaming free while 
the CBI arrested its own DSP?” Special CBI 
Judge Sanjeev Aggarwal asked. The court 
put the matter for further consideration 
on February 19. Filing a chargesheet in the 
case, which was registered on directions of 
former CBI director Alok Verma, who was 
then locked in a turf war with Asthana, the 

CBI had dropped both Asthana and DSP 
Devender Kumar as accused. Kumar is on 
bail in the matter. The agency, however, 
arraigned alleged middleman Manoj Prasad 
as an accused in the case and said that the 
probe against his brother Somesh Prasad 
and one Sunil Mittal is yet to be concluded. 
On October 4, 2019, The Indian Express had 
first reported that Asthana is likely to be 
absolved of all charges of corruption in the 
case. The investigating officer in the case 
had prepared a report exonerating Asthana, 
and it had been submitted to superiors, 
The Indian Express had reported. The case 
dates back to October 15, 2018 when the 
CBI had registered an FIR on the directions 
of Verma, who was then agency’s director, 
alleging a suspect in the Moin Qureshi 
case had been forced to pay Rs 2.95 crore 
to Asthana through the Prasad brothers 
to water down the case against him. The 
suspect, Sathish Sana Babu, was made a 
witness in the case by the CBI.

Assam NRC data safe, says state coordinator as records 
go missing from site, experts question state capacity

Why bigger accused 
roaming free, says Delhi 
court after clean chit to 

Rakesh Asthana

Kerala Lottery Akshaya AK-432 Today 
Results: First prize is worth Rs 60 lakh!

Raising voice in democracy 
not a crime : Priyanka Gandhi

New Delhi, Agency. 

Even as several Congress leaders relished 
BJP’s loss in the Delhi Assembly elections 
despite the party again drawing a blank 
in the Delhi elections, AICC national 
spokesperson Sharmistha Mukherjee, 
daughter of former President Pranab 
Mukherjee, sounded a word a caution for 
the Grand Old Party. A day after senior 
Congress leader P Chidambaram remarked 
that AAP won while “bluff and bluster 
lost”, Mukherjee asked the former finance 
minister if Congress had outsourced the 
task of taking on BJP to state parties. “Has 
Congress outsourced the task of defeating 
BJP to state parties? If not, then why are 
we gloating over AAP victory rather than 

being concerned abt our drubbing? And 
if ‘yes’, then we (PCCs) might as well close 
shop!” Sharmistha Mukherjee said in reply 
to Chidambaram’s tweet congratulating AAP 
for its stellar win in Delhi, where it bagged 
62 seats. “AAP won, bluff and bluster lost. 
The people of Delhi, who are from all parts 
of India, have defeated the polarising.

‘Why are we gloating over AAP victory’, 
Sharmistha Mukherjee asks Chidambaram
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CISF seizes foreign currency hidden inside 
peanuts, meatballs at Delhi airport

How global media reported AAP’s 
massive victory against BJP

Vijay Kumar, New Delhi

In a bizarre case of foreign currency 
smuggling unearthed Wednesday, 
the Central Industrial Security Force 
(CISF) seized notes hidden inside 
cooked pieces of meat, peanuts 
and sealed biscuit packets from 
a passenger at the Indira Gandhi 
International (IGI) airport. A total of 
508 currency notes were recovered 
from the eatables, news agency 
PTI reported. The unique modus 
operandi of smuggling notes came 
to light when security personnel at 
Terminal-3 confronted a 25-year-old 
man, Murad Ali, after noticing his 
‘suspicious’ behaviour. 

The passenger was slated to board 
an Air India flight to Dubai. “On 
physical checking of the passenger’s 
baggage, a high volume of foreign 
currency was found concealed in 
cooked mutton pieces, peanuts, 
biscuit packets, and other eatables,” 
CISF spokesperson Assistant 
Inspector General Hemendra Singh 
was quoted as saying by PTI. ALSO 
For many who cleaned up a nuclear 

mess in 1966, a key ruling comes too 
late “This is a unique and peculiar 
way of concealing foreign currency 
for smuggling,” Singh added. A video 
of the incident shows the security 
personnel cracking open peanuts, 
unzipping sealed biscuit packets, 
and digging into greasy meatballs to 
extract an assortment of Saudi Riyal, 

Qatari Riyal, Kuwaiti Dinar, Omani 
Riyal and Euro currency, all neatly 
rolled and wrapped inside. The 
estimated worth of this seized cache 
is about Rs 45 lakh and the passenger, 
who carries a tourist visa for Dubai, 
and the currency have been handed 
over to Customs authorities, the CISF 
spokesperson told PTI.

New Delhi Correspondent. 

With the Arvind Kejriwal-led Aam Aadmi Party 
(AAP) returning to power in Delhi for a third stint 
in the government following a massive mandate in 
the Assembly elections, where it bagged 62 of the 70 
seats, leading publications across the world called it 
a “stunning” defeat and 
setback for Narendra 
Modi’s party amid a 
polarising campaign. In its 
report titled ‘Modi’s party 
concedes defeat in Delhi 
after polarising campaign’, 
The Guardian called BJP’s 
campaign “one of its most 
polarising yet”. “The defeat 
constitutes another setback for Modi’s party, which 
faces the worst unrest in more than four decades,” the 
report said. “Much of AAP’s popularity is centred on its 
leader, Arvind Kejriwal, once a self-confessed anarchist 
and anti-corruption activist, who has been highly critical 
of the BJP government during his time as Delhi chief 
minister,” The Guardian report said. Meanwhile, the New 
York Times, in a report titled ‘In bitter Delhi election, 
Modi’s party suffers a setback’, said while BJP pitted the 
country’s “Hindu majority against its minorities”, AAP 
“championed religious coexistence and diversity while 
playing up its own Hindu credentials”. “Modi’s party’s 
main strategy was to relentlessly focus on issues of 
sectarian identity, doubling down on the citizenship law 
and other Hindu-centric initiatives rather than on issues 
specific to the capital city,” the NYT report said.

New Delhi Correspondent. 

An Aam Aadmi Party volunteer was killed and another 
injured after unidentified miscreants allegedly fired shots 
at party MLA from Delhi’s Mehrauli constituency Naresh 
Yadav’s convoy on Tuesday night. The deceased was 
identified as 45-year-
old Ashok Mann by 
party MP Sanjay Singh 
on Twitter. Another 
person sustained 
gunshot injury and 
was rushed to a 
nearby hospital. Both 
the volunteers were 
accompanying Yadav 
while they were on 
their way back from 
a temple. An FIR has 
been registered at 
Kishangarh police 
station and probe is 
underway. Alleging 
that nearly four rounds 
of shots were fired, Yadav told news agency ANI, “The 
incident is really unfortunate. I don’t know the reason 
behind the attack but it happened all of a sudden. Around 
4 rounds were fired. The vehicle I was in was attacked. 
I am sure if Police inquires properly they will be able to 
identify the assailant.” Confirming the development, AAP 
tweeted: “Shots fired at AAP MLA @MLA_NareshYadav 
and the volunteers accompanying him while they were on 
way back from temple. At least one volunteer has passed 
away due to bullet wounds. Another is injured.” The 
incident took place hours after the sitting MLA returned 
to power in Mehrauli.

New Delhi. Delhi gang-rape 
victim’s mother Asha Devi 
Wednesday protested outside 
a trial court premises here over 
the delay in hanging of the four 
convicts in the gang rape and 
murder case of her daughter. Her 
protests come right after the trial 
court offered Pawan Gupta, one 
of the four death row convicts 
in the case, saying a condemned 
convict is entitled to legal aide 
till his last breath. Additional 
Session Judge Dharmender Rana 
expressed displeasure over delay 
from Pawan’s side who said he 
has removed his earlier lawyer 
and will need time to engage a 
new one. District Legal Services 
Authority (DLSA) provided 
Pawan’s father with a list of its 
empanelled advocates to chose 
from. Nirbhaya’s parents and the 
Delhi government had moved 
the court on Tuesday seeking 
fresh death warrants for the four 
convicts after the Supreme Court 
granted liberty to the authorities 
to approach the trial court for 
issuance of fresh date for the 
execution of these convicts.

New Delhi. A Delhi court Wednesday 
offered a counsel to Pawan Gupta, 
one of the four death row convicts 
in the December 16 gangrape-
murder case, saying a condemned 
convict is entitled to legal aid till 
his last breath. Additional Session 
Judge Dharmender Rana expressed 
displeasure over delay from Pawan’s 
side who said he has removed his 
earlier lawyer and will need time 
to engage a new one. District Legal 
Services Authority (DLSA) provided 
Pawan’s father with a list of its 
empanelled advocates to chose from. 

Delhi: AAP volunteer accompanying MLA 
Naresh Yadav shot dead, another injured

Delhi gang rape victim’s mother 
protests outside court over delay 
in hanging of convicts

Delhi court says death row convict 
entitled to legal aid, offers him lawyer

Chanchal Singh, New Delhi

IN THE backdrop of Meerut’s Superintendent of 
Police Akhilesh Narayan Singh allegedly telling 
Muslims protesting against CAA and NRC to go to 
Pakistan, the Centre on Tuesday told Parliament that 
the National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) 
takes cognizance of instances where police officers 
have been found to be “verbally harassing” people 
from the minority community. 

In reply to a question on whether the government 
has taken cognizance of the police “verbally harassing” 
Muslims, Minister of State for Home G Kishan Reddy 
said, “The NHRC takes cognizance of complaints 
of human rights violations as per provisions of 
the Protection of Human Rights Act, 1993, and 
calls for report from the appropriate authority in 
the state government, including Superintendent 
of Police, Director General of Police and Secretary 
of Home Department. In any case of prima facie 
violation of human rights, the Commission makes 
recommendations under Section 18 of the Act, for 
monetary relief and/or action against the erring 
public servant, including action for violation of 

Section 166A IPC.” On whether the government would 
take corrective measures to ensure such incidents 
do not recur, Reddy said, “During various seminars/
workshops and training programmes organised by 
the Commission, efforts are made for sensitisation 
of public servants, including police officers for better 
protection of human rights.” In reply to another 
question on Rohingya refugees in the country, and 
their alleged connection with terror groups in 
Pakistan, the government told the Lok Sabha that 
some Rohinya refugees had been found to be involved 
in illegal activities.  The government, however, steered 
clear of directly answering the question. Reddy’s 
reply stated, “There are reports about some Rohingya 

migrants indulging in illegal activities…. The Central 
government has issued instructions from time to 
time to the state governments, requesting them to 
sensitise law enforcement and intelligence agencies 
for taking appropriate steps for identification of 
illegal migrants, their restriction to specified locations 
as per provisions of law, capturing their biographic 
and biometric particulars, cancellation of fake 
Indian documents, and start legal process including 
initiation of deportation proceedings as per the 
provisions of law.” He also said the government had 
taken up the issue with the Bangladesh government. 

“The issue of repatriation of the Rohingya has 
been discussed with Bangladesh authorities at 
the highest level, wherein both countries have 
agreed on the need to expedite their safe, speedy 
and sustainable repatriation to their homes 
in Myanmar,” he said. To another question on 
whether the government has taken note of the 
hate campaign against Rohingya refugees on social 
media, Reddy said, “No such campaign against 
illegal migrants, including the Rohingya, has been 
brought to the notice of the Central government.”

On Meerut SP asking Muslims to ‘go 
to Pak’, govt says NHRC takes note

Delhi election results : How global media 
reported AAP’s massive victory against BJP

Mukesh Kumar Thakur, New Delhi. 

With the Arvind Kejriwal-led Aam Aadmi 
Party (AAP) returning to power in Delhi 
for a third stint in the government 
following a massive mandate in the 
Assembly elections, where it bagged 
62 of the 70 seats, leading publications 
across the world called it a “stunning” 
defeat and setback for Narendra Modi’s 
party amid a polarising campaign. In 
its report titled ‘Modi’s party concedes 
defeat in Delhi after polarising campaign’, 
The Guardian called BJP’s campaign 
“one of its most polarising yet”. 

“The defeat constitutes another 
setback for Modi’s party, which faces 
the worst unrest in more than four 
decades,” the report said. “Much of 
AAP’s popularity is centred on its leader, 
Arvind Kejriwal, once a self-confessed 
anarchist and anti-corruption activist, 
who has been highly critical of the BJP 
government during his time as Delhi 
chief minister,” The Guardian report 
said. Meanwhile, the New York Times, 
in a report titled ‘In bitter Delhi election, 
Modi’s party suffers a setback’, said 
while BJP pitted the country’s “Hindu 

majority against its minorities”, AAP 
“championed religious coexistence 
and diversity while playing up its own 

Hindu credentials”. “Modi’s party’s main 
strategy was to relentlessly focus on 
issues of sectarian identity, doubling 

down on the citizenship law and other 
Hindu-centric initiatives rather than on 
issues specific to the capital city,” the 
NYT report said. Another US daily, The 
Washington Post, headlined its report 
as ‘Stunning defeat for Modi’s party 
in New Delhi elections’. The report 
mentioned that Modi’s BJP was handed a 
stunning defeat by a regional party AAP, 
whose “pro-poor policies focused on 
fixing state-run schools and providing 
cheap electricity, free health care and 
bus transport for women”. “…elections 
in the national capital were seen as a 
referendum on his policies, including 
a new national citizenship law that 
excludes Muslims,” the Washington Post 
report said. The report of Al-Jazeera, a 
Middle East publication, also centred 
around BJP’s divisive poll campaign 
not paying off in the face of Kejriwal’s 
pro-poor policies. “The BJP had run an 
aggressive campaign, using the election 
to rally support for a controversial 
nationality law that eases citizenship 
rules for non-Muslim minorities from 
Bangladesh, Pakistan and Afghanistan,” 
the report, titled ‘Kejriwal’s AAP stuns 
Modi’s BJP with huge win’, said.

New Delhi Correspondent. 

The Delhi Police Wednesday 
detained a 38-year-old man in 
connection with firing on the 
vehicle of AAP Mehrauli MLA 
Naresh Yadav late Tuesday night. 
A party volunteer, Ashok Mann, 
was dead and another was injured 
in the firing. The MLA escaped 
unhurt. According to the initial 
probe, three people were involved 
in the shooting. The detained 
person had a personal enmity with 
Ashok Mann and the firing had nothing 
do with politics, the police claim. Search 
is underway for two other accused. 

“The accused and the deceased had 
an old personal dispute. The accused’s 
nephew had received bullet injuries 
in 2019 after he was shot at. The 
accused suspected the deceased to be 
behind the 2019 incident. He had also 
threatened the deceased 15 days back,” 
added police. According to police, the 
incident took place at an intersection 
in Mehrauli. The assailant came “from 

Kishangarh side” on foot and fled after 
firing, Additional DCP (South West) 
Ingit Pratap Singh said. Naresh Yadav 
was in an open jeep and was returning 
home when the incident took place. 
In photographs before the firing, the 
volunteer, Ashok Mann can be seen 
behind Yadav flashing the victory sign. 
AAP’s official handle tweeted, “Shots 
fired at MLA Naresh Yadav and the 
volunteers while they were on way back 
from temple. At least one volunteer has 
passed away due to bullet wounds, 
another is injured.”

AAP volunteer shot dead : Police detain 
one accused, cite personal enmity

Vijay Kumar, New Delhi

Vigyan Samagam, the first global caravan mega science 
exhibition of India is organised by The Department 
of Atomic Energy (DAE), Department of Science and 
Technology (DST) and curated by National Council of 
Science Museum (NCSM) with an objective to spread 
awareness and enthusiasm among a large spectrum 
of audience, including schools, colleges and University 
students, allowing them to take a deeper peek into the 
scientific research that is redefining the boundaries of 
human knowledge. In accordance to spread awareness 
about Vigyan Samagam, a blog writing competition was 
organized in Parag Bharti School, New Delhi. 

This also helped to inculcate basic concepts of Science 
at the school level, engaging the students with their 
counterparts as well as sensitize the students about how 
India is prospering in this arena. Above 300 students 
from 4th to 10th standard took part in the competition. 
They were briefed about Vigyan Samagam, its objectives 
and vision well in advance to help them understand 
the core messaging and prepare diligently for the blog 
writing competition. Judging the competition, Mrs. 
Seema Saini was truly impressed reading the submitted 
content of the students and explained how the students 

very intelligently penned down their understanding of 
the objective of Vigyan Samagam. Among them, Bhumika 
Pandey of 9th Standard and Shruti Deswal 5th Standard 
grabbed the 1st position and Dhruv studying in Class 4 
secured the 2nd position. Principal Renu Lakra was over 
joyed watching such eagerness among her students, she 
said that such competition will help the students take 
interest in scientific discoveries and planetary science and 
inspire them to explore career options in future. Students 
and teachers were briefed about Vigyan Samagam. They 
were enlightened about the importance of science and 
India’s contribution in the international science projects.

Blog writing competition held on Vigyan 
Samagam to inculcate scientific temper

New Delhi Correspondent. 

The country’s factory output, which is 
measured in terms of Index of Industrial 
Production (IIP) witnessed a contraction 
of 0.3 per cent on-year to 133.5 during the 
month of December 2019, according to 
the latest data released by the Ministry of 
Statistics & Programme Implementation 
(MoSPI). The IIP had grown by 2.5 per cent in 
December 2018. The industrial growth during 
the period of April-December 2019 rose 0.5 
per cent from the corresponding period year 
ago. The IIP growth was 4.7 per cent during 
the same period last year, the data showed. As 
per the data, the manufacturing sector output 
declined by 1.2 per cent on-year to 134.2, and 
the electricity generation slipped by 0.1 per 
cent to 150.2. Mining sector output, however, 
grew by 5.4 per cent on-year to 120.6.

Retail inflation (CPI) spikes 7.59 per cent The retail 
inflation, which is measured by the Consumer Price 
Index (CPI) climbed to a 68-month high after it rose 
7.59 per cent in the month of January 2020, a separate 
data by MoSPI showed. The CPI was 7.35 per cent in 
December 2019 and 1.97 per cent in January last year. 
For the second month in a row, the retail inflation data 
exceeded the Reserve Bank of India’s (RBI) upper 
margin of 6 per cent. The government has mandated 
the central bank to keep inflation within the range of 
4 per cent with a margin of 2 per cent on either side. 
Prior to this high, retail inflation had witnessed a spike 

of 8.33 per cent in May 2014. The Consumer Food Price 
Index (CFPI) or the inflation in the food basket rose to 
13.63 per cent in January 2020 against 14.19 per cent 
in the preceding month. In January 2019, the CFPI saw 
a negative growth of (-)2.24 per cent, the MoSPI data 
showed. In its bi-monthly monetary policy meeting 
held last week, the RBI had kept its key interest rates 
unchanged while maintaining an “accommodative 
stance”.The retail inflation has risen primarily due to 
a spike in vegetable prices that saw a 50.19 per cent 
year-on-year rise in January 2020. This apart, the 
pulses and products segment saw a rise of 16.71 per 
cent, while that of meat and fish rose 10.50 per cent 
and egg prices gained 10.41 per cent.

IIP growth contracts 0.3% in Dec 2019, inflation 
rises to 7.59% in Jan 2020: Govt data

I PRIYA MANN D/o SH.
ASHOK KUMAR MANN R/o.
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By ignoring ideological questions, AAP 
remains within BJP’s framework

Suhas Palshikar

A first reaction to the Delhi outcome is simply 
that of relief voters chose to treat this as just 
an assembly election and not as an India-
Pakistan confrontation. They refused to 
equate the BJP with India. Relief also because 
the crowds chanting “goli maro saalonko” 
were probably not representative of the 
aam voter. Elections often have a tendency 
of bringing out the worst in irresponsible 
politicians, confident that they can make the 
voters match their own malice and vice. Delhi 
has probably ducked the issue of responding 
to this tendency. But has it really negated 
that tendency? To be able to put the outcome 
of Delhi elections in perspective, three things 
need to be noted. One, that this was not an 
election on which the fate of national politics 
hinged  after all, it was an election to the 
Assembly of a union territory where the 
elected government is severely constrained 
by statutory provisions. But the BJP sought 
to make this election disproportionately 
important. That makes the failure of the 
BJP look even more impressive. Two, 
notwithstanding what the spin doctors may 
say about improved vote share, winning 
margins and so on, the BJP squarely lost and 
the Aam Admi Party won handsomely. The 
BJP must realise that its all-too-powerful 
national leadership seems repeatedly unable 
to deliver at the state level and that shrill 
rhetoric does not necessarily win elections. 
Three, these elections happened in a rather 
extraordinary context, which has an all-
India relevance. In deciphering the outcome, 
without taking away the credit from the 
AAP’s record over the past five years, it is 
necessary to go beyond the Delhi-specific 
fallout and look for the larger meaning of the 
result. In discussing election outcomes, the 
term mandate is thrown around somewhat 
loosely. The “mandate arguments” gain 
popular currency particularly when the 
result is rather one-sided. However, often 
enough, mandates are read into outcomes 
post-facto and even crafted post-facto. 
Therefore, instead of rushing to declare 
the victory of performance or drawing 
satisfaction from rejection of the BJP’s deeply 
divisive stand, we need to estimate who will 
craft a mandate and in which way. 

It would be hard to deny that this outcome 
throws up mixed signals. It does not reflect 
the “national mood” in an electoral sense and 
yet, there is an eerie reflection of the national 
mood in this result. The only way one can 
make sense of AAP’s victory can be in terms 
of its performance. Re-election, therefore, 
not just endorses what the government 
did but also symbolises the fact that voters 
do reward parties for their performance 
while in power. But perhaps the more 
significant signal is about what the voters 
did not buy. The election was happening in 
the backdrop of the anti-CAA agitation, the 
assault on students of JNU and Jamia Millia 
Islamia and of the unregulated venom being 
poured by important BJP leaders. Every 
effort was made to turn the voter into a 
cynical instrument of communal division. In 
that sense, the choice before the voters was 
between governmental performance and 
an open invitation to uncivilised, divisive 
animus. A straightforward reading of the 
result would assure us that the voter did not 
choose animosity over performance. That is 

where the romance with the Delhi outcome 
must halt. During the campaign, the BJP 
continuously sought to trap Kejriwal into 
taking a position on the CAA, nationalism 
and Shaheen Bagh protests. It was tactically 
clever of Kejriwal not to fall into that trap. 
This allowed him to retain his electoral base. 
This also begs two questions: What really 
is/was his stand on these issues? We will 
probably never know. Or, post-results, he 
may muster courage and formally dissent 
from the BJP’s position. But the more nagging 
question is: If he had indeed taken a stand in 
favour of the protests during the campaign, 
would voters still vote for AAP? Was it 
because of the ambiguity of Kejriwal’s stand 
that the voters could vote for him despite 
their continuing love affair with Narendra 
Modi? Because this would mean that state 
parties should refrain from taking a stand 
on critical issues about national identity and 
the nature of nationalism in order to make 
local electoral gains. Such a strategy would 
ensure victories of state parties in state 
elections and yet facilitate BJP victories in 
national elections. This is not merely about 
the separation of the menus and platforms 
in state and national elections. This is about 
opening up passages of popular approval for 
the ideas and views the BJP propagates. 

If so, we shall soon experience a 
misleading political scenario where many 
states witness a rejection of the BJP without 
necessarily discarding the agenda the BJP 
represents. It is not just Kejriwal’s tactical 
silence on critical issues raised by the BJP. 
The Delhi elections also underscore how the 
popular imagination of a good CM candidate 
(or for that matter a good political leader) is 
being shaped. By reciting Hanuman Chalisa, 
Kejriwal didn’t just exhibit his piety, he 

opened up new tests for future politicians. 
Nobody should grudge Kejriwal or any other 
political leader a personal space to hold and 
practice her religious and spiritual beliefs; 
but by making that into a public virtue, are 
we not implicitly shifting the criteria of 
both a public worker and the public sphere? 
This insistence of holding your faith on 
your shirtsleeves characterises the BJP’s 
Hindutva. While the AAP’s victory is a small 
window to let fresh air in, for that opening to 
be durable and real, we need to address two 
questions. First, does the defeat of BJP mean 
disapproval of its divisive stand? Second, is 
the alternative to the BJP to be necessarily 
a softer copy of the BJP itself? While the 
outcome of Delhi’s election does not give 
a convincingly affirmative answer to the 
first question, it portends the possibility of 
an affirmative answer to the latter. That is 
where we encounter a deep paradox when 
reading the Delhi outcome. It rebuffs the BJP 
and facilitates a respite for its opponents 
but at the same time, the outcome actually 
hints at the possibility that discourse and 
agenda would continue to be determined 
by the BJP. Parties wanting to seriously pose 
a challenge to the BJP can do so only within 
what this writer has long been describing 
as the new “middle ground”. One suspects 
that the ground on which the BJP operates 
remains more or less intact. It may be well 
that instead of over-reading the mandate, the 
Delhi outcome is seen as a small, tentative 
step towards reshaping the battleground 
that BJP currently seems to be controlling. 
This article first appeared in the print edition 
on February 12, 2020 under the title ‘New 
winner, same game’. The writer, based at 
Pune, taught Political Science and is currently 
chief editor of Studies in Indian Politics.

No legislation in the recent past has triggered so 
much unrest and apprehension among people as 
the Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) of 2019. It 
has led to protests, which have spread like bush-
fire across the country, involving all sections of the 
society from university students to the common 
man, eminent citizens, members of civil society, 
leading Bollywood personalities and women in 
particular. The angst against the Act can be gauged 
from the fact that for over 57 days, women with 
small children are sitting on a round-the-clock 
dharna at Shaheen Bagh braving all odds. Many state 
assemblies, in an unprecedented move, have passed 
resolutions opposing the CAA. The government is 
not willing to take a step back nor has it shown any 
inclination to open a dialogue with the protestors 
to allay their fears. Meanwhile, as many as 144 
petitions have reportedly been filed in the Supreme 
Court challenging the constitutional validity of the 
Act. Thus, all eyes are now set on the Supreme Court. 
What has made the situation worse is the death of a 
child at Shaheen Bagh. The SC is the custodian of the 
Constitution and the last hope of a citizen against the 
tyranny of the state. It is hoped that the Court will 
rise to the occasion and meet the challenge posed 
before it in terms of the Constitution, and more 
particularly, its Preamble, and will not fail the nation 
as it did in the ADM Jabalpur case. By a majority of 
4:1 it was held in ADM Jabalpur that a person has 
no right to move a court for enforcement of right 
to personal liberty guaranteed under Article 21 of 
the Constitution, upon being detained under a law 
providing for preventive detention. This judgment 
haunted the Supreme Court for 41 years, until it was 
over-ruled by a nine-judge bench in 2017. Of late, 
with the greatest of respect to the Supreme Court, 
an impression has been created that the judiciary 
is skirting issues involving the fundamental rights 
of citizens, and that it is showing reluctance to deal 
with such issues promptly. The challenge to the 
CAA, which is at the core of agitations throughout 
the country, has not been treated by the SC with 
the urgency it deserves. The nation is burning, and 
yet the Court has constituted a nine-judge Bench to 
deal with the Sabarimala case, which was neither so 
urgent nor required to be given precedence. Is it for 
the SC to find a solution for the difficulties, actual and 
imaginary, faced by the commuters, or is it for the 
law and order agencies working under the Centre? 
Should those agencies who are fully empowered 
to deal with a situation like this be allowed to shift 
the onus on to the shoulders of the Supreme Court? 
But now that the matter has reached the SC, let this 
opportunity be not allowed to slip by to make clear 
to all and sundry, to those in power, as to what are the 
rights guaranteed by the Constitution to the citizens, 
and when, how, and in what circumstances they 
can be asserted, keeping in view the fact that every 
citizen has the right to fight for his rights and fight 
till the end. Unfortunately, in the last few years, the 
image of the SC has taken a beating. It has suffered at 
the hands of its own. While, a sitting chief justice fell 
short of facing impeachment, the image of another 
suffered badly on account of charges of sexual 
harassment. Before that, the judges themselves 
directly approached the media, and went public 
against their own chief justice, accusing him of 
putting democracy in peril. We presently have a 
chief justice who enjoys the reputation of being 
devoted to the cause of justice. We hope he and 
his colleagues will rise to the occasion and to the 
hopes and aspirations of beleaguered citizens. 
Let me end by quoting poet James Russell Lowell. 
Once to every man and nation comes the moment 
to decide/In the strife of Truth with Falsehood for 
the good or evil side. 
 -Vijay Kumar

No host, no politics, no “diversity”, no surprises, 
the 95th Academy Awards stuck to a safe and 
tested script. Till, amidst a bitter US election 
season highlighting the class divide, it had a 
moment. On Sunday night, four of the most 
prestigious Oscars went to a film that placed 
class in one’s house, heart, mind, even nostrils 
in a tale from the other end of the world that 
was very, very universal. And that is what 
makes Bong Joon-Ho a breath of fresh air  much 
more than the Mexican directors Hollywood 
wholeheartedly celebrates. Bong’s films (The 
Host, Okja, even Snowpiercer) carry the 
sensibility of home, of a society with very Asian 
concerns, and a very different view of right 
and wrong. As recently as October, asked about 
Parasite’s Oscar chances, Bong indicated he 
wasn’t really sweating about it. “The Oscars are 
not an international film festival. They’re very 
local,” he said, even skipping the usual Academy 
rounds made by directors to showcase films. 
Up on that starry stage on Sunday night, Bong 
looked very much like an artist who belonged. 
He preferred to speak in Korean, chided the 
Academy (again) for stumbling at “the one-inch-
tall barrier of subtitles”, expressed unfiltered 
delight at his unprecedented four wins, and 
declared his plans to drink till the morning  none 
of that vegan, Earth-loving, apologetic rambling 
of Joaquin Phoenix.

As for that class divide, Bong, a sociology 
student, has indicated it remains intrinsic to 
his art, once saying, “Before it’s a massive, 
sociological term, capitalism is just our lives.” 
On Oscar night, he paid ode to two other outliers 
in that room, Martin Scorsese and Quentin 
Tarantino, fellow directors who may have paved 
new paths but stumbled often at the Academy 
door. In forcing that door open, Bong has given 
the much-battered Academy, which saw its 
viewership drop to 20 per cent from a year ago, 
a chance to reinvent. Next up is said to be HBO’s 
six-part Parasite series, and Mark “The Hulk” 
Ruffalo in starring role.

In ruling on Shaheen Bagh 
protests, Supreme Court 

can rescue its image

Class apart

C. Raja Mohan

The scale and impact of the current crisis 
in China triggered by the spread of the new 
coronavirus has raised questions about 
its political implications. If the epidemic 
turns into a pandemic, as some analysts 
bet, China’s all-powerful leader Xi Jinping 
might not be able to escape the blame 
and will likely come under considerable 
political pressure. Others take a step 
further and speculate that the backlash 
against the government’s mishandling of 
the crisis could turn into a systemic threat 
against the dominance of the Chinese 
Communist Party, that is all set to celebrate 
the centenary of its founding next year. 
Sceptics, however, dismiss such speculation 
as merely reflecting the perennial hope 
among Beijing’s harshest critics who 
can’t wait to see a China without the CCP. 
Realists point to the massive mobilisation 
of state power by President Xi in limiting 
the spread of the virus. Xi and the CCP 
have invoked the metaphor of “people’s 
war” from its revolutionary history to cope 
with the massive challenge. Whether it is 
the lockdown of Hubei province and its 
capital Wuhan, from where the virus began 
to spread, or in deploying thousands of 
doctors and health workers in the province 
and building massive hospitals for treating 
the infected, China’s handling of the 
crisis had drawn much respect, grudging 
or otherwise, from the international 
community. To be sure, there were major 
failures in the initial faltering response to 
the crisis. The attempts at the lower levels 
to cover-up or underplay the crisis and 
the inadequate appreciation at the higher 
levels of the potential consequences are 
common to all large bureaucracies. 

The party-state in China is not an 
exception. Yet, there is no question that 
a crisis of this magnitude  as of Monday 
more than 900 people have lost their lives 
to coronavirus  will have some political 
impact. The party-state is certainly having 
some difficulty in containing the public 
outrage against the initial failures. The CCP, 
however, is bound to shield the supreme 

leader from any damaging criticism and in 
fact, celebrate Xi’s triumph in containing 
the spread through a determined effort. 
Responsibility will be affixed on provincial 
officials in Hubei and a purge of some 
kind may have already begun.Last week’s 
death of the doctor, Li Wenliang, who had 
warned about the impending catastrophe 
back in December but was charged by the 
police for “spreading rumours”, has seen an 
outpouring of emotion in China. Beyond the 
outrage at the system’s attempt to suppress 
to a conscientious whistle blower, there 
have been calls for “freedom of expression” 
on the social media. But China’s real 
challenge, however, might lie in addressing 
the uncertain economic consequences 
of the health crisis. Nearly two decades 
after the SARS epidemic which broke out 
of China in 2002 and killed 774 people 
worldwide China is now a much larger 
economy and its interdependence with the 
world has only deepened. This in turn lends 

a strong international dimension to China’s 
crisis. Optimists hope that a sharp drop in 
economic activity in the current quarter 
will be followed by a steep uptick in growth 
in the next when the virus is contained and 
normalcy returns. Pessimists, however, 
suggest that the economic disruption  
in terms of the impact on internal and 
external trade and the breakdown of the 
global supply chains  could have lasting 
effects. Some suspect that the disruption 
could reinforce the slowdown driven by 
a number of other internal and external 
factors including the trade war with the US. 
Some in the West hope that a prolonged 
economic crisis might turn the people 
against the CCP. For now though, Beijing 
is channeling the resentment against the 
West. Beijing has criticised the advisories 
from various countries against travel to 
China and the cancellation of flights as 
over-reaction. It has also been lukewarm 
to efforts of various countries to evacuate 

their citizens from Wuhan and Hubei. 
While Delhi has managed to convince 
Beijing to let India airlift its students from 
Wuhan, Pakistan has declared that it will 
not evacuate its students as a gesture of 
political solidarity with China in a time 
of crisis. Many of India’s other South 
Asian neighbours are torn between the 
reluctance to offend Chinese sentiment and 
the mounting domestic pressures to bring 
students back. The external affairs minister 
Subrahmanyam Jaishankar said last 
week that India has been willing to bring 
back students from all the neighbouring 
countries. But the logic of balancing 
between Delhi and Beijing has prevented 
most of the smaller neighbours from 
requesting Indian assistance. Maldives has 
been the only exception. 

Beyond South Asia, many countries in 
East and Southeast Asia have been hesitant 
to be seen as rushing to cut themselves from 
China. Deep economic interdependence and 
massive flows of Chinese tourists led to much 
dithering among the East Asian countries 
in their early responses to the crisis. Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi has thanked 
President Xi for letting the government get 
the students out of Wuhan and has also 
offered assistance in combating the spread 
of coronavirus. It is not clear what kind of 
assistance that Delhi has in mind and the 
nature of Beijing’s response. While being 
critical of the US travel restrictions against 
China, Beijing has certainly been open to 
cooperation with the US in dealing with the 
crisis. Beyond its offer of assistance, Delhi 
can learn much from Beijing’s handling of the 
crisis. Given the constraints on state capacity 
in India and the nature of its political system, 
India is especially vulnerable to pandemics 
of the kind China has managed the SARS 
during 2002-03 and the coronavirus now. 
Delhi must explore all potential cooperative 
engagement with Beijing as well as its other 
international partners on pandemics an 
important but under-addressed challenge for 
national, regional and international security. 
This article first appeared in the print edition 
on February 11, 2020 under the title ‘The 
battle in Beijing’. 

Coronavirus poses a challenge to China’s 
place in global affairs, its political leadership

First, does the 
defeat of BJP 

mean disapproval 
of its divisive 

stand? Second, 
is the alternative 
to the BJP to be 

necessarily a softer 
copy of the BJP 

itself? While the 
outcome of Delhi’s 
election does not 

give a convincingly 
affirmative answer 

to the first question, 
it portends the 

possibility of an 
affirmative answer 

to the latter.

Elections often have a tendency of bringing out the worst in 
irresponsible politicians, confident that they can make the voters 
match their own malice and vice. Delhi has probably ducked the 

issue of responding to this tendency. But has it really negated 
that tendency? To be able to put the outcome of Delhi elections in 

perspective, three things need to be noted. One, that this was not an 
election on which the fate of national politics hinged  after all, it was 

an election to the Assembly of a union territory where the elected 
government is severely constrained by statutory provisions. But the 
BJP sought to make this election disproportionately important. That 

makes the failure of the BJP look even more impressive.

Beyond its offer of assistance, Delhi can learn much from 
Beijing’s handling of the crisis. Given the constraints 

on state capacity in India and the nature of its political 
system, India is especially vulnerable to pandemics of 
the kind China has managed the SARS during 2002-03 

and the coronavirus now. 
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KHARTOUM. Sudan has agreed to hand 
ousted autocrat Omar al-Bashir and 
others to the International Criminal 
Court for alleged war crimes in Darfur, a 
member of Khartoum’s ruling body said 
on Tuesday.The Hague-based ICC has 
charged Bashir and three of his former 
aides with genocide, crimes against 
humanity and war crimes in Sudan’s 
western region during a devastating 
conflict from 2003.“Those who have been 
indicted by the ICC, they have to go there,” 
Mohamed Hassan Al-Taishay, a member 
of the ruling sovereign council, said in a 
statement.“One of them is Al-Bashir and 
(there are) three others,” he later told 
journalists in the South Sudanese capital 
of Juba, where a government delegation 
was meeting rebel groups from Darfur.“We 
agreed that we fully supported the ICC and 
we agreed... that the four criminals have 
to be handed over,” Taishay said.“We fully 
supported the claim that the ICC wanted 
them and they have to be handed over.” He 
did not specify when the decision would 
be carried out.

WASHINGTON: The US State Department 
is seeking funds from Congress to resume 
its military education and training 
facilities for Pakistan, says a document 
released on Tuesday.In its budget requests 
for the fiscal year 2021, the department 
sought a total of $104.9 million for its 
International Military Education and 
Training (IMET) programme, informing 
Congress that IMET “serves as an effective 
means to strengthen military alliances 
and international coalitions critical to 
US national security goals and regional 
stability”.Out of these $104.9 million, the 
department is seeking $12.7 million for 
training military officers from the South 
and Central Asian region, which includes 
$3.5 million for resuming this facility for 
Pakistan.The budget proposal notes that 
IMET programmes in South and Central 
Asia “support the Indo-Pacific Strategy by 
focusing on professionalising the defence 
forces of regional partners, emphasising 
professional military education, respect 
for the rule of law, human rights, and 
civilian control of the military”.The facility 
includes “English language training to 
improve the ability of partner services 
to work with the United States,” the note 
adds.Although the request includes the 
entire South and Central Asian region, 
Pakistan, India, Bangladesh and Nepal 
are classified as “priority recipients”.
The Trump administration approved 
the resumption of military education 
and training facilities for Pakistan in 
December 2019, saying that it was doing 
so to “improve bilateral cooperation on 
shared priorities”.

US seeks funds for re-
suming military training 
for Pakistan

Sudan to hand Bashir to ICC 
for trial over Darfur

NEW DELHI, AGENCYS.
Bernie Sanders won New 
Hampshire's high-stakes 
Democratic primary on Tuesday, 
according to US network 
projections, leaving rivals 
including party stalwart Joe Biden 
in his wake as he staked his claim 
to challenge US President Donald 
Trump in November.Sanders, 
the flag-bearer for the party's 
progressive wing, had 26 percent 
of votes with most of the count 
complete in the northeastern 
state, where he routed Hillary 
Clinton in 2016."
Let me take this opportunity 
to thank the people of New 
Hampshire for a great victory 
tonight," Sanders told cheering 
supporters after NBC and ABC 
called the result in his favor."This 
victory here is the beginning 
of the end for Donald Trump," 
the senator from neighboring 
Vermont added as raised the roof 
with his rallying cry for fairer 
taxes and health care reform.
 Indiana ex-mayor Pete Buttigieg 
finished in second place at 24 
percent as he readied for the 
more difficult battlegrounds 
ahead."Now our campaign moves 

on to Nevada, to South Carolina, to 
communities across our country. 
And we will welcome new allies 
to our movement at every step," 
he said.Midwestern moderate 
Amy Klobuchar maintained a late 
surge to place third on about 20 
percent, while liberal Elizabeth 
Warren finished in fourth at about 
nine percent.Trump weighed 
in, tweeting: "Bootedgeedge 
(Buttigieg) is doing pretty well 
tonight. Giving Crazy Bernie a run 
for his money. Very interesting!" 
Trump tweeted.
After months atop the pack, Biden 
had already conceded he expected 

to do badly in New Hampshire, as 
he did a week earlier in Iowa — 
and the former vice president's 
worst fears were beginning to 
materialise as he languished in 
fifth with just over eight percent.
The performance will be a body 
blow to the 77-year-old Biden, 
who has failed to generate the 
fundraising numbers or the 
enthusiasm levels of his rivals for 
the top spot on the Democratic 
ticket.White House hopefuls 
had been seeking clarity in the 
Granite State after the first-in-the-
nation Iowa count devolved into 
chaos, with Sanders and Buttigieg 

eventually emerging neck-and-
neck.For tech entrepreneur 
Andrew Yang and Colorado 
Senator Michael Bennet, that 
meant facing reality and bowing 
out after they failed to make an 
impact on Tuesday."You know I 
am the math guy, and it is clear 
tonight from the numbers that 
we are not going to win this race," 
Yang said.'Not the closing bell'
The 78-year-old Sanders went 
into the race as the newly 
anointed national frontrunner 
and was expected to win New 
Hampshire.Buttigieg's camp will 
be happy with a solid result that 
could provide voters on the fence 
with much-needed reassurance 
after he won narrowly in Iowa.The 
Afghanistan veteran is languishing 
at 10 percent in the latest national 
polls and has negligible support 
among African-Americans in 
upcoming states with more 
diverse populations.Pundits 
believe this vital constituency 
will start to take a serious look 
at Buttigieg, a virtual unknown 
a year ago, after his impressive 
top-two finishes in the opening 
races.Klobuchar's popularity in 
New Hampshire surged after a 

strong debate on Friday, moving 
her ahead of Warren, whose 
performance will do nothing to 
revitalize a wounded campaign.
Warren admitted to MSNBC the 
result was a disappointment 
but insisted: "This is going to be 
a long primary process.""The 
question for us Democrats is 
whether it will be a long, bitter 
rehash of the same old divides in 
our party, or whether we can find 
another way," she said later.Biden, 
apparently seeing the writing on 
the wall, canceled a primary-night 
party and was in South Carolina 
as the results came in."We just 
heard from the first two of 50 
states. Two of them. Not all the 
nation, not half the nation, not 
a quarter of the nation," he told 
supporters."Now, where I come 
from, that's the opening bell — 
not the closing bell."Buoyed by his 
strong start, Sanders has emerged 
as the national Democratic 
frontrunner with 25 percent 
support, according to a new 
Quinnipiac University poll that 
described his surge as a "dramatic 
shift."Biden has skidded from 26 
to 17 percent support since the 
end of January.

Bernie Sanders wins in New Hampshire as Joe Biden crashes and burns
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Lahore ATC convicts Hafiz Saeed in two terror-financing cases
A screengrab of ATA's Section 11-N description.

NEW DELHI, AGENCYS.
A Lahore anti-terrorism 
court convicted Jamatud 
Dawa leader Hafiz Saeed 
in two terror-financing 
cases on Wednesday.He 
was slapped with a prison 
sentence of five and a 
half years and a fine of 
Rs15,000 in each case. The 
sentences of both cases 
will run concurrently. The 
court also granted him the 
benefit of Section 382-B 
of the Code of Criminal 
Procedure (reduction 
of period of sentence of 
imprisonment).He was 
convicted under the Anti-
Terrorism Act Section 
11-F(2) — pertaining to 
membership, support 
and meetings relating to 
a proscribed organisation 
— and 11-N (punishment 
under Sections 11-H [fund-
raising] to 11-K [money 
laundering]).A screengrab 
of ATA's Section 11-F 

description. A screengrab 
of ATA's Section 11-N 
description.
The court directed 
authorities to keep Saeed 
under custody until further 
orders.ATC judge Arshad 
Hussain Bhatta announced 
the verdict.The court had 
reserved its verdicts in 
the two cases on February 
6. Saeed is nominated in 
multiple cases pertaining 
to money laundering, 
terror financing and land 
grabbing.Arrest and trial
The terror financing cases 
were filed by the Counter-
Terrorism Department's 
(CTD) Lahore and 
Gujranwala chapters. 
The case filed by CTD's 
Gujranwala chapter was 
initially being heard in a 
Gujranwala ATC but was 
shifted to Lahore on the 
directions of the Lahore 
High Court.During the trial 
of both cases, the court 

recorded the statements 
of 23 witnesses.The JuD 
chief was arrested by CTD 
in July last year, while he 
was travelling from Lahore 
to Gujranwala. Prior to his 
arrest, 23 first information 
reports had been 
registered against JuD 
leaders, including Saeed 
and JuD Naib Emir Abdul 
Rehman Makki, at CTD 
police stations of Lahore, 
Gujranwala, Multan, 
Faisalabad and Sargodha 
in July 2019.According to 
the CTD, JuD was financing 

terrorism from the massive 
funds collected through 
non-profit organisations 
and trusts including Al-
Anfaal Trust, Dawatul 
Irshad Trust, Muaz Bin 
Jabal Trust, etc. These non-
profit organisations were 
banned in April last year 
as the CTD, during detailed 
investigations, found that 
they had links with the 
JuD and its top leadership.
The crackdown on JuD last 
year followed a warning 
by Paris-based Financial 
Action Task Force (FATF) 

to Pakistan to deliver 
on its commitments to 
curb terror financing 
and money laundering.
The government had 
announced a ban on JuD 
and Falah-e-Insanyat 
Foundation (FIF) to 
partially address the 
concerns raised by India 
that Pakistan supported 
these and six similar 
organisations, including 
Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM) 
or at least considered 
them low-risk entities.
Law enforcement agencies 
over the next few weeks 
had intensified their 
crackdown on JeM, JuD, 
FIF and other banned 
outfits, and arrested more 
than 100 activists. Nearly 
200 seminaries besides 
hundreds of other facilities 
and assets associated with 
them across the country 
were taken over by the 
government.

NEW DELHI, AGENCYS.
The National Assembly 
session on Wednesday was 
adjourned for the day after 
PPP lawmakers created 
chaos in the House over 
Energy Minister Omar 
Ayub's remarks, in which he 
stated that corruption is "in 
the genetic makeup of the 
PPP and the PML-N".In a 
speech laden with criticism, 
the energy minister called 
out the performance of 
the previous governments, 
stating that there was an 
unprecedented price hike 
during the tenure of the PPP. 
In an apparent reference to 
former president Asif Ali 
Zardari, he also called out 
"Mr 10pc" in his speech.The 
PPP took exception to the 
comments and asked the 
National Assembly Deputy 
Speaker Qasim Khan Suri 
to ask the minister to 
refrain from making such 
comments.However, when 
Ayub continued his tirade 
against the opposition, 
PPP lawmakers led by 
Agha Rafiullah surrounded 
the energy minister and 
started tearing copies of 
the agenda, prompting 
treasury members to step 
in to prevent an altercation.
While Ayub and Rafiullah 
engaged in a verbal 
clash, treasury members, 
including Minister for 
Economic Affairs Hammad 
Azhar and Minister for 
Science and Technology 
Fawad Chaudhry, stepped 
in to pacify the PPP 
lawmakers.Those who went 
to IMF should not criticise 
govt: Hafeez Shaikh
At the start of the session, 
Special Adviser to the 
Prime Minister on Finance 
Dr Abdul Hafeez Shaikh 

said those who had 
themselves approached 
the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) should not be 
criticising the government 
for doing the same.Shaikh 
responded to what he said 
was "undue" criticism 
from opposition benches.
Special Adviser to the 
Prime Minister on Finance 
Dr Abdul Hafeez Shaikh 
addresses the National 
Assembly on Wednesday. — 
DawnNewsTV
Shaikh said that the 
governments that came 
to power both in 2008 
and 2013 had gone to the 
IMF."This is a national 
problem, our development 
isn't at the pace that we 
don't go to the IMF."No one 
goes to the IMF happily, 
whether it be the previous 
governments or the current 
one. The situation compels 
us [to do so]," he said."Some 
people have claimed that 
in negotiations with the 
IMF, individuals from both 
parties are representatives 
of the IMF," the advisor 
said, adding that it was 
disappointing that people 
like Reza Baqir — who is 
the incumbent governor of 
the State Bank of Pakistan 
— were being discarded for 

having worked in the IMF 
earlier."We should be proud 
of Reza Baqir. He went on to 
study in the best American 
universities after having 
completed his initial studies 
from Lahore. He went on to 
join the IMF solely on the 
basis of his capabilities," 
Shaikh said, adding that 
those who did not have the 
credentials to even enter the 
halls of IMF were criticising 
the SBP governor for having 
worked there.The special 
assistant to the premier on 
finance also provided some 
of the advantages of an IMF 
programme.The first, he 
said, was that the financing 
of $6 billion provided was 
based on easier conditions, 
adding that if this money 
was obtained commercially 
it would be more expensive.
The second point, he said, 
was that the whole world 
was reassured that Pakistan 
was ready to operate with 
"discipline" and ready for 
partnerships with other 
parts of the world."The 
direct advantage of this 
is that other countries 
and other international 
organisations including 
World Bank and Asian 
Development Bank also 
increased.

NA session descends into chaos 
as PPP lawmakers vehemently 
object to Omar Ayub's speech

NEW DELHI, AGENCYS.
The death toll from China's new 
coronavirus epidemic climbed 
past 1,100 on Wednesday but the 
number of new cases fell for a 
second straight day, as the World 
Health Organisation urged global 
unity to combat the “grave threat”.
As Beijing scrambles to contain the 
virus, the number of people infected 
on a cruise ship off Japan's coast 
rose to 174 — the biggest cluster 
outside the Chinese mainland.
Another 97 people died in China, 
raising the national toll to 1,113, 
while more than 44,600 people 
have now been infected by the 
newly named COVID-19.The WHO 
decided to name the virus COVID-19 
in keeping with guidelines aimed to 
avoid linking a disease to an animal 
or a geographic location.Addressing 
scientists at the first international 
conference on combating the virus 
in Geneva on Tuesday, WHO chief 
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus 
warned that the virus was a “very 
grave threat”.But he said there was 
a “window of opportunity to hit 
hard and stand in unison to fight 
this virus in every corner.” “We 
are not defenceless,” Tedros said, 
adding: “If we invest now... we have 
a realistic chance of stopping this 
outbreak.”“Viruses can have more 
powerful consequences than any 
terrorist action,” he told reporters 
later on the sidelines of the meeting, 
which will resume Wednesday. 
Chinese authorities have locked 
down tens of millions of people 
in central Hubei province, the 
epicentre of the crisis, and restricted 
movements in several other cities 
in other parts of the country in an 
unprecedented effort to contain the 
virus.Several countries have banned 
arrivals from China, while major 
airlines have halted flights to and 
from the country, as hundreds of 
people have now been infected in 
some two-dozen countries.Most of 
the deaths have been in Hubei and its 
capital, Wuhan, the epicentre of the 

crisis.But in a positive development, 
the number of new cases has fallen 
in Hubei for two straight days.
Outside the province, the number 
of new patients has declined for 
the past week.“In general, the 
number of new cases is now slowly 
decreasing,” Zhong Nanshan, a 
renowned scientist at China's 
National Health Commission, said 
in a video conference with medical 
staff in Wuhan.“When does the 
turning point occur? I can't say. But 
I think it's at its peak in mid- to late-
February,” he said.Zhong, however, 
had previously predicted in late 
January that the epidemic would 
peak by the first week of this month. 
The biggest cluster of cases outside 
China is on a cruise ship quarantined 
off Japan's coast.In additional 39 
people on board the Diamond 
Princess have tested positive for 
COVID-19, raising the total of cases to 
174, while thousands of passengers 
and crew face a second week in 
quarantine.The case of a British man 
who passed on the virus to at least 
11 other people — without having 
been in China — has raised fears of 
a new phase of contagion abroad.
The 53-year-old man caught the 
virus while attending a conference 
in Singapore and then passed it on 
to several compatriots while on 
holiday in the French Alps, before 
finally being diagnosed back in 
Britain.He said Tuesday he had fully 
recovered, but remained in isolation 
in a central London hospital.

NEW DELHI, AGENCYS.
The US and the Taliban 
appeared closer 
on Wednesday to a 
breakthrough in talks 
over an American 
troop withdrawal from 
Afghanistan, after 
Afghan President Ashraf 
Ghani said there had 
been “notable progress” 
in negotiations.
Washington and the 
militants have been 
locked in gruelling 
discussions that have 
stretched over more 
than a year for a deal 
that would see the US 
pull thousands of troops 
out of Afghanistan.
In return, the Taliban 
would provide various 
security guarantees 
and launch eventual 
talks with the Kabul 
government.In a series 
of tweets late on 
Tuesday, Ghani said US 

Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo had called 
him to inform him of 
developments in the 
talks, which are taking 
place in Doha.“Today, I 
was pleased to receive a 
call from @SecPompeo, 
informing me of the 
notable progress made 
in the ongoing peace 
talks with the Taliban,” 
Ghani said on his official 
Twitter account.
“The Secretary informed 

me about the Taliban's 
proposal with regards 
to bringing a significant 
and enduring reduction 
in violence.”"This 
is a welcoming 
development and I 
am pleased that our 
principal position on 
peace thus far has begun 
to yield fruitful results. 
Our primary objective 
is to end the senseless 
bloodshed," he added.A 
Taliban source told AFP 

that militant and US 
negotiators would meet 
again on Wednesday in 
Doha.Citing Afghan and 
US officials, the New 
York Times reported 
that US President 
Donald Trump had given 
conditional approval to 
a deal with the Taliban.
The two foes have 
been on the brink of a 
breakthrough before, 
with a deal all but 
complete in September 
before Trump nixed 
it at the last moment 
amid continued Taliban 
violence.The Times 
said Trump would only 
give final approval to 
the deal if the Taliban 
stick to a reduction in 
violence of “about seven 
days later this month”. 
The source said the 
group has agreed to the 
proposal.He said to all 
intents and purposes. 

US-Taliban breakthrough appears 
closer as Ghani reports progress

China virus death 
toll tops 1,100 as 

new cases fall

NEW DELHI, AGENCYS.
Palestinian president Mahmud 
Abbas on Tuesday urged the 
UN Security Council to reject 
President Donald Trump’s 
Middle East plan, saying it 
would splinter Palestinian 
lands and never bring lasting 
peace.Brandishing a large map 
of a future Palestine as laid out 
by Trump, Abbas denounced it 
as a “Swiss cheese” deal that 
would give the Palestinians only 
a “fragmented state” without 
control of their airspace, 
sea or East Jerusalem.“Who 
among you would accept 
such a state?” Abbas asked, 
as he warned that Israel 
would create an “apartheid” 
situation if it moves ahead 
with annexation. “I would like 
to say to Mr Donald Trump 

that his plan cannot achieve 
peace and security as it cancels 
international legitimacy,” 
Abbas said. “It cancels all the 
rights of the Palestinians. This 
does not meet the aspirations 
of a two-state solution,” he 
said.“If you impose peace it 
will not last, it cannot last.” 
The Palestinians have sought 
to rally international support 
against the plan, which Trump 
unveiled alongside Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu on Jan 28. But in 
a setback, the Palestinians 
dropped plans for a vote on 
a resolution on Tuesday that 
would denounce the proposal. 
Diplomats said that the United 
States has put heavy pressure, 
including threats of financial 
repercussions.

Palestinian leader warns UN on 
Trump’s ‘Swiss cheese’ peace
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NEW DELHI, AGENCYS.
After the U19 World Cup final was marred 
by an ugly fight between the cricketers from 
India and Bangladesh, former India captains 
Kapil Dev and Mohammad Azharuddin have 
called for 'strict action' to be taken against 
the cricketers who let their emotions get the 
better of themselves as they were beaten by 
their opponents.After Bangladesh won the 
final beating India by three wickets (via DLS) 
at the Senwes Park on Sunday, the players 
of the two teams were seen engaging in an 
exchange of words and even some pushing 
and shoving on the field."I would take 
action against the errant Under 19 players 
but I also want to know what role has the 
support staff played in educating these 
youngsters. Act now before it is too late. The 
players have to be disciplined," Mohammad 
Azharuddin was quoted as saying by The 
Hindu.World cup-winning captain Kapil 
Dev also concurred with Azhar on the issue 
and called on the BCCI to set an example by 
punishing the players."I would like to see 
the Board take some strict action against 
the players to set an example. Cricket is not 
about abusing the opponent. I am sure there 
is enough reason for these youngsters to 
be dealt with firmly by BCCI," said Kapil."I 
welcome aggression. Nothing wrong in it. 
But it has to be controlled aggression. You 
can’t cross the line of decency in the name 
of being competitive. I would say it was 

unacceptable that youngsters put up such 
an obnoxious display on the cricket field," 
added Kapil. Earlier, Bishan Singh Bedi 
also had come down heavily on the poor 
behaviour displayed by the young cricketers.
"You bat, bowl and field badly, it happens, 
but there's no excuse for behaving badly. The 
behaviour at the Under 19 World Cup final 
was disgusting and most disgraceful. The 
innocence of that age was not visible at all," 
Bedi had told Mid Day.Bedi, who represented 
India in 67 Tests and 10 ODIs, said the 
behaviour of the Bangladesh cricketers is 

not our problem."Look, what Bangladesh 
do is their problem, what our boys do is 
our problem. You could see that there was 
abusive language used," he said.On Tuesday, 
the International Cricket Council (ICC) 
sanctioned five players, including three 
from Bangladesh and two from India.The 
Bangladesh players who have been found 
guilty of breaching the ICC Code of Conduct 
are Towhid Hridoy, Shamim Hossain and 
Rakibul Hasan. They have all been handed 
six demerit points and found guilty of a level 
three breach of the ICC Code of Conduct.

Kapil, Azharuddin urge BCCI to take action against U-19 players
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India’s GS Lakshmi set to 
become 1st woman match 
referee at global event
Dubai. India's G.S. Lakshmi will be-
come the first woman match referee 
to officiate at a global ICC event when 
the Women's T20 World Cup starts 
in Australia from February 21.On 
Wednesday, the International Cricket 
Council (ICC) announced the match 
officials for the league phase of the 
Women's T20 World Cup, with three 
match referees and 12 umpires set 
to take the reins for the 23-match 
tournament.Lakshmi will officiate as 
match referee in the league match of 
the tournament to be played between 
former champions West Indies and 
first-timers Thailand on February 22 
at WACA in Perth.  Last year, she had 
become the first female match referee 
to oversee a men's One-Day Inter-
national in the opening match of the 
third series of the ICC Men's Cricket 
World Cup League 2 in the United 
Arab Emirates.The list of match of-
ficials for the T20 World Cup includes 
a record six women. Besides Lakshmi, 
Lauren Agenbag, Kim Cotton, Claire 
Polosak, Sue Redfern and Jacqueline 
Williams are the other women who 
will officiate as umpires for the eight-
team competition.Williams will stand 
along with Shaun George in the high-
profile tournament opener between 
Australia and India on February 21, 
soon after becoming the first woman 
to officiate as a third umpire in a 
men's international cricket match.
Polosak, who became the first female 
umpire to officiate in a men's ODI last 
year, will pair with Nitin Menon in the 
match between West Indies and first-
timers Thailand on February 22.Chris 
Broad will be the senior most match 
official at the event with Steve Ber-
nard also officiating as match referee. 
The other umpires at the tournament 
will be Gregory Brathwaite, Chris 
Brown, Ahsan Raza, Langton Rusere 
and Alex Wharf.The appointments 
for the semi-finals will be announced 
at the end of the league stage and 
those for the final will be finalised 
after the semi-finals. Umpires: Lauren 
Agenbag, Gregory Brathwaite, Chris 
Brown, Kim Cotton, Shaun George, 
Nitin Menon, Claire Polosak, Ahsan 
Raza, Sue Redfern, Langton Rusere, 

FIRST COLUMN

LAHORE, AGENCYS.
 The city police will issue special cards to 
residents living in the vicinity of Gaddafi 
Stadium to ensure their uninterrupted 
mobility during the matches of the 
upcoming PSL cricket tournament.The 
decision was taken at a meeting chaired 
by CCPO Zulfiqar Hameed to review the 
security plan for the PSL matches on 
Tuesday.DIG Operations Rai Babar Saeed, 
CTO Malik Liaquat, SSP Operations 
Mohammad Naveed, SP Headquarters 
Malik Jamil, SP Security Bilal Zafar and 
PCB officials were present.The officials 
discussed measures to ensure security 
for practice matches and other activities 
of cricketers.The CCPO instructed 
the CTO to develop a comprehensive 
traffic and parking plan during the PSL 
and to ensure that citizens suffer the 
least hassle. “Residency cards will be 
issued to people in nearby areas of the 
stadium during the PSL” said the CCPO.
Mr Hameed said the Lahore police 
were taking every step to promote 
international sports. “The contribution 
of the Lahorites is commendable in 
every respect,” he said.DIG Operations 
Mr Saeed asked the PCB officials to 
provide guest lists of the events for 

security clearance process to complete 
it before time. The meeting also agreed 
to continue communication between 
the police and the PCB officials.POLICE 
STATION: The CCPO visited the under-
construction building of the Gulshan-
i-Iqbal police station.Iqbal Town SP 
retired Capt Ajmal and officers of the 
Buildings Department gave briefing on 
the project. A triple-storey building is 
being constructed for the police station 
over a two-acre area at a cost of Rs55 
million.The CCPO directed the officials 
that a spacious room be provided for the 
malkhana of police station and directed 
the contractor to ensure security of the 
building. He expressed satisfaction over 
building of kitchen and gym in the new 
building which would be handed over to 
the department by the end of March.“We 
want to see 17 police stations in their 
own buildings soon,” said the CCPO. 
Later, the CCPO also met a delegation of 
parliamentarians at his office to discuss 
public issues and police-related matters. 
The delegation included provincial 
minister Malik Asad Ali Khokhar, MPAs 
Nadeem Abbas Bara, Zainab Umair, 
Saadia Sohail Rana, Malik Zaman, 
Rashida Khanam and Shawana Bashir.

Old guard Steyn eyes new role in young SA side
I have decided I don’t want that I will walk away.

NEW DELHI, AGENCYS.
Experienced South 
African Dale Steyn has his 
eye on the ICC Twenty20 
World Cup in Australia 
this year as he takes on 
added responsibility 
as mentor to his team’s 
young fast bowlers.Steyn 
is regarded as one of the 
greatest quick bowlers 
to play the game, but 
has been laid low by 
injury for long periods 
in the last three years.
The 36-year-old is set to 
play his first Twenty20 
International since March 
2019 when South Africa 
host England in the first 
match of a three-game 
series at Buffalo Park on 
Wednesday.Steyn, who 
ended his Test career in 
August having taken 439 
wickets in 93 matches, 
says his only goal for now 
is to play in the T20 World 

Cup in October.“With Test 
cricket, the workload was 
too much as I want to 
extend my career for as 
long as I can,” Steyn told 
reporters on Tuesday. 
“In Test cricket you can 
bowl 20 overs in a day, 
that is five T20s, so it 
was a smart decision.“I 
love playing cricket, right 
now I wake up every 
morning and I can’t see 
myself doing anything 
else.“As long as the desire 
is still there to play at 
the highest level, to get 
batters out and out-smart 
them once I have decided I 
don’t want that I will walk 
away.”Steyn admits he has 
had to adapt his game 
after chronic shoulder 
problems reduced his 
once blistering pace, but 
has enjoyed challenging 
himself to find new ways 
to get batsmen out.“I want 

to keep experimenting 
and trying to change my 
game,” he said. “If I’m 
only going to play one 
more match I want to 
take a wicket with every 
ball, not try and defend 
a boundary.”Steyn spent 
most of his career in the 
same team as current 
South Africa coach Mark 
Boucher and director of 
cricket Graeme Smith, 
and now that he is one of 
the few senior statesmen 

left in a young squad, has 
added responsibility on 
the pitch.“This is a young 
group of players and my 
role is to orchestrate 
the bowling attack a 
little bit,” Steyn said. “I 
want to stand at mid-off 
and say to the bowler, 
what are you thinking? 
and hopefully they can 
learn and get better.“You 
want to win every game, 
obviously, but right now 
it is more about learning. 

If we win the World Cup, 
nobody is going to care 
if we lost to England in 
February.”Steyn said that 
he planned to play in 
T20 leagues in Pakistan 
and India in the coming 
months. “After that it will 
be the Proteas and I will 
give it everything I’ve got 
until the World Cup.”He 
said that in Test cricket 
he had prided himself on 
being able to bowl at high 
pace throughout a long 
day. “The requirements 
for T20 cricket were 
different but guys need to 
know that it’s still there 
and that you can bowl a 
90 miles an hour bouncer 
or yorker.”England stars 
Ben Stokes, Jos Buttler 
and Mark Wood return 
for the three-match T20 
series after being rested 
during the One-day 
Internationals.

NEW DELHI, AGENCYS.
Former India all-rounder Yuvraj Singh 
and Pakistan’s ex-big hitter Shahid Afridi 
believe that the two countries playing 
each other will be good for the sport.“We 
play cricket for the love of the sport. We 
cannot choose which country to play 
against ourselves. But what I can say 
is that the more India versus Pakistan 
cricket there is, the better it is for the 
sport,” he said.Yuvraj feels the more 
the arch-rivals play in bilateral cricket 
series, the better it is for the sport.“I 
remember playing against Pakistan in 
2004, 2006 and 2008 in bilateral series. 
These days yeah, there has not been 
enough of that. But these things are not 
in our hands,” Yuvraj told Sports360.
Afridi also batted for resumption of 
bilateral ties between the two countries.
Both Yuvraj and Afridi still play in 

franchise-based T20 leagues after 
retiring from international cricket.“I 
think, if India and Pakistan were to have 
a series, it will be something bigger than 
the Ashes. However, we don’t seem to 
get it. We are letting politics get in the 
way of people’s love for this sport and 
their wish to come together,” Afridi 
said.“I think we need to put a few things 
behind us as well and so does India.

NEW DELHI, AGENCYS.
Regular India opener Shikhar 
Dhawan feels that KL Rahul can 
score a hundred even as the 12th 
man, such has been his form.
Rahul scored a magnificent 112 
in the third and final ODI in 
Mount Maunganui on Tuesday 
and Dhawan was quick to 
congratulate the 27-year-old who 
finished the ODIs with 204 runs 
in three innings."Well played and 
wonderful century bro keep going 
strong. The way you are batting, 
even if you go as 12th man you 
will score a ton," Dhawan said in 
an Instagram post.Not too long 
ago, there was talk about Dhawan 
and Rahul fighting for a place in 
the opening slot along with Rohit 
Sharma. Since then, such has been 
the turn of events that Rahul has 
been tasked to keep wickets and 
bat in the middle order as Dhawan 

injured himself once again during 
the ODI series against Australia 
and was ruled out of the New 
Zealand tour.Rahul displayed good 
form initially as an opener with 
his performances putting Dhawan 
under pressure as he was out 
injured.But the Karnataka right-

hander continued his purple patch 
in the middle order as well and that 
was on show in both the T20Is and 
ODIs in New Zealand. While Rahul 
helped India whitewash the Kiwis 
5-0 in the T20Is, his efforts with 
the bat went in vain as India were 
drubbed 0-3 in the 50-over format.

KL Rahul can score a ton even as 12th man: Shikhar Dhawan The more India play Pakistan, the 
better for cricket: Yuvraj

DUBAI, AGENCYS.
Front-foot no ball technology will be 
used for the first time in a global cricket 
tournament later this month at the 
women’s T20 World Cup in Australia, 
the International Cricket Council (ICC) 
announced on Monday.The television 
umpire will monitor the landing 
position of the front foot after every ball 
and tell the on-field umpires if a bowler 
oversteps.Umpires have often had to call 
back batsmen in recent years following 
TV replays which have revealed no 
balls.The decision follows successful 
trials conducted across 12 games in 
both India and West Indies, which saw 
4,717 balls bowled and 13 no-balls 
called. The ICC said all deliveries were 
judged accurately.“No balls are difficult 
for umpires to call accurately, and even 
though the percentage of deliveries 
that are no balls is low, it is important 
to call them correctly,” said ICC general 
manager Geoff Allardice. “Since we 
first trialled this concept in the ODI 
series between England and Pakistan 
in 2016 the technology has improved 
significantly, enabling us to introduce 
it cost-effectively, and with minimum 
impact on the flow of the game.“Cricket 

has an excellent track record of 
introducing technology to support the 
decision making of our match officials 
and I’m confident this technology will 
reduce the small number of front foot 
no-ball errors at the Women’s T20 
World Cup.”The television umpire will 
monitor the landing foot of the bowlers 
after every ball and communicate to the 
on-field umpires whether it was a legal 
delivery.
It is currently the responsibility of 
the on-field umpires to call no-balls 
when a bowler oversteps the mark.The 
women’s T20 World Cup runs from Feb 
21 to March 8.

Bhubaneswar, AGENCYS.
Back in January 2018, when 
17-year-old Vivek Sagar Prasad 
was given the opportunity to 
represent the Indian men’s hockey 
team in a 4-nation tournament 
in New Zealand, he became the 
second youngest men’s player 
ever to represent the Indian 
senior team, only behind former 
drag-flicker Sandeep Singh.Two 
years on, the youngster who was 
awarded the FIH Rising Star of 
the Year 2019 award on Monday, 
has transformed into one of the 
best upcoming talents across the 
world, and said that he wants to 
keep doing well for the country.“I 
think there is no better feeling 
than representing your country at 
the highest level,” he said. “When 
I was younger, I would be more 
interested in badminton and 
chess, but as things turned out, 
I slowly shifted to hockey, and I 
can’t thank my family, coaches 
and friends enough for what they 
have done for me.”“This award 
is a huge recognition, and I just 
want to make sure that I keep 

working hard, maintain my focus, 
and bring laurels for the country,” 
said Vivek during his team’s 
national camp in Bhubaneswar 
ahead of two Hockey Pro League 
matches against Australia.
Having scored India’s opening 
goal against World Champions 
Belgium at the Kalinga Hockey 
Stadium during the second match 
on February 9, Vivek’s confidence 
is palpable during training after 
being a stand-out performer in 

the midfield.“I think I was just 
focusing on doing my basics 
right. There was an opportunity 
to go forward as well, now and 
then, so I utilized that during the 
first goal. I think we had a few 
opportunities throughout the 
match, but we couldn’t convert. 
However, personally, I think I 
was able to perform well because 
I was playing my natural game 
according to my strengths,” he 
said.

No better feeling than representing 
country: Vivek Prasad

ICC to use no-ball technology 
for women’s World T20

Pandya starts bowling at NCA post UK 
check-up, rehab on track

NEW DELHI, AGENCYS. India all-rounder Hardik Pandya's back has been the cynosure 
of all eyes ever since he underwent surgery in the UK in October. While there has been 
a slight delay in him gaining full fitness, the good news is that he has started bowling 
at the National Cricket Academy (NCA) in Bengaluru after returning from a check-up in 
the UK.Speaking to IANS, an NCA source in the know of developments said that Pandya 
has started working on his bowling at the academy and should be available for selection 
soon."He is back from the UK after a routine check-up and has also started bowling from 
this week. He should be available for selection soon. Can look at him with an eye on the 
South Africa series as you still have a month to go for the first ODI against the Proteas in 
Dharamsala," the source said.Commenting on the trip he made to the UK to get checked 
by spinal surgeon James Allibone, the source said: "It was a routine check and there 
wasn't anything more to it."Both Pandya and Jasprit Bumrah had earlier hired the 
services of Delhi Capitals trainer Rajnikanth Sivagnanam to undergo rehab post their 
injuries. While Yogesh Parmar kept an eye on Pandya's progress post his back surgery, 
Nitin Patel studied every process that Bumrah followed during his rehab after the stress 
fracture the pacer had suffered on his back.But the Board of Control for Cricket in India 
(BCCI) President Sourav Ganguly made it clear that all players must report to the NCA 
to undergo rehab. "I met Rahul Dravid yesterday, and we have put a system in place. The 
bowlers will have to go to the NCA. If anybody (else) has to treat them, they will have 
to come to NCA," Ganguly had said."Whatever may be the reason, we will accommodate 
everything. We will also make sure the players are comfortable and they don't feel left 
out or out of place. So, we will do it that way. We are going full throttle with the NCA. 
Construction work will start (at the new land) and it will be a state-of-the-art unit. In 18 
months' time, if we are still there, you will see an NCA that will be spick and span."In fact, 
the team management convinced Pandya to head to the NCA when he trained with them 
at the Wankhede Stadium. "The team management spoke to him when he trained with 
Virat Kohli and boys on the eve of the opening ODI against Australia at the Wankhede 
Stadium and asked him to complete his rehab at the NCA," a source said.

Bedi, who represented India in 67 Tests and 10 ODIs, said the behaviour of the Bangladesh cricketers is not our problem.

PSL matches: People residing around 
Gaddafi Stadium to get mobility cards
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Agartala, Agencys.
The Rubber Board after 23-years 
of multi-locational field trials in 
northeastern states and West 
Bengal, on Wednesday, released 
a new cold and disease tolerant 
hybrid rubber clone — RRII 429 
— to improve the commercial 
cultivation of natural rubber in 
northeast India.A top official of 
Rubber Board said that based 
on 23-years of multi-locational 
field trials in North Bengal (West 
Bengal), Assam, Meghalaya and 
Tripura, the Board has evolved 
the new cold and disease tolerant 
hybrid rubber clone — RRII 
429 — to expand the ongoing 
natural rubber cultivation in 
the northeastern states and 
increase the production and 
productivity.“Considering the 
ecology, temperature, natural 
atmosphere of the northeastern 
region, the new rubber clone 
would be a most suitable variety 
of the natural rubber and boost 
the production and productivity 
thereby enhance the economic 
position of the rubber cultivators 
of the region,” the official told 
IANS refusing to be named.Tripura 
Chief Minister Biplab Kumar Deb 
in presence of Rubber Board 

Chairman Sawar Dhanania and 
Executive Director K.N. Raghavan 
on Wednesday released the new 
rubber clone RRII 429.“With the 
introduction of the new rubber 
clone RRII 429, the livelihood of 
the natural rubber cultivators 
specially the indigenous tribals 
would be further improved. As the 
new rubber clone is a fast growing 
variety and high yielding besides 
cold tolerant, this would be a step 
towards increasing the rubber 
production of Tripura and other 
nortrheastern states,” Deb said 
after releasing the new natural 
rubber clone.Dhanania told IANS 
that Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
has asked to support the weaker 
region of the country and that’s 

why the Rubber Board scientists 
had developed this new natural 
rubber clone for the northeasteren 
region. Another Rubber Board 
official said that the new natural 
rubber clone during the trials 
in the cold-prone northeastern 
states and North Bengal has 
shown excellent growth and high 
productivity.“Powdery mildew 
is a widespread fungal disease 
affecting rubber plantations in 
northeast India. The new rubber 
clone would be able to defy this 
problem. Currently, two rubber 
clones are recommended for 
cultivation in the northeast 
region. These are RRIM 600, one 
of the early clones imported from 
Malaysia and another Indian 

clone RRII 208 released during 
20126,” he said.The new rubber 
clone would improve the genetic 
diversity of rubber cultivation in 
the northeastern region. This is 
highly required as a guarantee 
against new pests and diseases to 
which some rubber clones might 
become susceptible in future 
due to reasons such as climate 
change.”Terming the release of 
the new natural rubber clone for 
commercial cultivation as a “big 
milestone”, the official said that 
the new location-specific high 
yielding hybrid clone for the cold-
prone northeast India would be 
very beneficial to the tribals and 
thousands of other rubber growers. 
At present, rubber is cultivated 

on over 1,00,000 hectares in the 
northeast region, comprising 
eight states.Rubber is traditionally 
grown in Kerala and the adjoining 
district of Kanyakumari in Tamil 
Nadu. The northeast India is a 
non-traditional area. Apart from 
Assam and Tripura, which are the 
major rubber producing states 
of the region, rubber has been 
found suitable for cultivation in 
Arunachal Pradesh and Manipur 
as well the lower reaches of the 
hills in Meghalaya, Mizoram and 
Nagaland.Tripura is the second 
largest rubber producer in India 
after Kerala with over 85,000 
hectares of land under plantation, 
producing 74,000 tonnes of 
rubber annually.

Board release hybrid rubber clone for northeast India
Considering the ecology, temperature, natural atmosphere of the northeastern region

n  This is because of the argument that rising 
prices create uncertainties and adversely af-
fect savings and investments.

n  Flexible inflation targeting was followed in 
2015. The framework made RBI more ac-
countable to explain to the government if it 
fails to meet the inflation targets.

Buying in FMCG, metals, financials and 
auto counters along with positive global 
cues helped equity market settle in the 
green for the second day in a row on 
Wednesday. The S&P BSE Sensex rallied 
350 points or 0.85 per cent to end at 
41,566 while NSE's Nifty50 settle at 
12,201, up 93 points or 0.77 per cent.
FMCG giant Hindustan Unilever (HUL) 
zoomed over 5 per cent to end at Rs 
2,262 apiece on the BSE. It was the 
top gainer on the Sensex. The stock 
hit a fresh 52-week high of Rs 2,271 
during the day. HUL’s m-cap stood at 
Rs 4,89,464 crore (Rs 4.89 trillion).
ICICI Bank, Reliance Industries (RIL), 
HDFC Bank, Infosys, and TCS were the 
other major contributors to the index's 
gains. Broader market, on the other 
hand, underperformed frontline indices. 
The S&P BSE MidCap index slipped 47 
points or 0.29 per cent to close at 15,789 
levels while the S&P BSE SmallCap index 
lost 13 points or 0.09 per cent to settle 
at 14,737.Among the sectoral indices 
on the NSE, Nifty FMCG gained the 
most - up nearly 2 per cent to 30,986 
points, followed by Nifty Metal and 
Nifty Auto indices. GLOBAL MARKETS 
Global share markets nudged higher on 
Wednesday amid hopes the worst of the 
coronavirus in China may have passed, 
although prevailing uncertainty about 
the outbreak kept investors wary. MSCI's 
broadest index of Asia-Pacific shares 
outside Japan was up 0.9 per cent while 
Chinese shares reversed early losses to 
trade up 0.41 per cent.Shares in Hong 
Kong rose 0.9 per cent to a three-week 
high. Australian shares were up 0.47 per 
cent, while Japan's Nikkei stock index 
rose 0.53 per cent. Euro Stoxx 50 futures 
were up 0.05 per cent, German DAX 
futures were up 0.08 per cent, and FTSE 
futures were up 0.13 per cent.Oil prices 
extended gains as China reported its 
lowest daily number of new coronavirus 
cases since late January, stoking investor 
hopes that fuel demand in the world’s 
second-largest oil consumer may begin 
to recover from the epidemic.

LPG cylinder prices 
hiked sharply from 
today, to cost Rs 
858.5 in Delhi
The price of non-subsidised liquefied 
petroleum gas (LPG) cylinders were 
hiked by Rs 144.50 on Wednesday, the 
sixth hike in as many months.State-run 
oil marketing companies hiked the price 
of non-subsidised LPG cylinders across 
metro cities. A 14.2 kg non-subsidised 
LPG cylinder will now cost Rs 858.50 in 
the national capital.In Kolkata, the LPG 
cylinder price is now at Rs 896.00, up 
by Rs 149. The price in Mumbai is at Rs 
829.50, up by Rs 145. In Chennai, the 
price is at Rs 881.00, an increase of Rs 
147.The last revision in the LPG cylinder 
prices was done on January 1, 2020.
Fuel retailers revise the prices of LPG 
cylinders every month. Fuel retailers sell 
LPG cylinders at the market price but the 
government subsidises 12 cylinders per 
household per year by providing direct 
subsidy.

Dr Reddy's to acquire 
part of Wockhardt's 
India business for Rs 
1,850 crore
Dr Reddy's Laboratories on Wednesday 
announced an agreement with 
Wockhardt Ltd. to acquire select 
divisions of its branded generics 
business in India, Nepal, Sri 
Lanka, Bhutan and Maldives for a 
consideration of Rs 1,850 crore.The 
agreement comprises a portfolio of 
62 brands in multiple therapy areas 
such as respiratory, neurology, VMS, 
dermatology, gastroenterology, pain 
and vaccines. Wockhardt will transfer 
Dr Reddy's related sales and marketing 
teams; and the manufacturing plant 
located in Baddi, Himachal Pradesh 
with all plant employees. The business 
undertaking is being transferred on 
a slump sale basis, according to the 
company. "India is an important market 
for us and this acquisition will help in 
considerably scaling-up our domestic 
business. The acquired portfolio shall 
enhance Dr Reddy's presence in the 
high growth therapy areas. We believe 
the portfolio holds a lot of potential and 
will get an impetus under Dr Reddy's. 
We welcome the team joining as part 
of the deal to the Dr Reddy's family," G 
V Prasad, the company’s co-chairman 
and managing director said. Dr Reddy's 
expect to close the deal in the first 
quarter of financial year 2020-21.Dr 
Reddy's made India-centric product 
acquisition last time in 2015. It had 
acquired Belgian company UCB's select 
product portfolio business in India, 
besides Nepal, Sri Lanka and Maldives 
for Rs 800 crore, The acquisition of 
UCB's existing brand equity in the 
areas of dermatology, respiratory 
and pediatrics diseases will further 
expand Dr Reddy's footprint into these 
fast growing areas, it said earlier. The 
transaction also included 350 employees 
engaged in operations of India business.
Dr Reddy's recently revealed that it was 
aiming to become one of the top five 
players in the Indian market and also 
exploring inorganic opportunities in 
India and emerging markets.

Indices gain for 2nd 
day, Sensex rises 350 
pts; HUL surges 5%

India is a developed economy and ineligible for GSP benefits: US
GSP is America's oldest preferential trade scheme, which offered Indian exporters tariff-free access

NEW DELHI, AGENCYS.
The United States Trade 
Representative’s (USTR’s) 
office has classified India 
as a developed economy, 
ineligible for benefits given by 
Washington DC to developing 
countries. This is expected 
to stop all chances of India 
reclaiming its benefits under 
the US’ Generalized System 
of Preferences (GSP) scheme.
The GSP is America’s oldest 
preferential trade scheme, 
which offered Indian 
exporters tariff-free access 
to the US until June, when all 
benefits were suspended. The 
USTR considers a country’s 
per capita gross national 
income (GNI) and share of 
world trade to designate 
its level of economic 
development.
On the criteria of a developing 
country having less than 
0.5 per cent share of global 
trade, India crossed the limit 

way back, according to the 
government’s estimate. As of 
2017, India’s share in global 
trade was 2.1 per cent for 
exports and 2.6 per cent for 
imports. The USTR has also 
argued that since India, along 
with nations like Argentina, 
Brazil, Indonesia, and South 
Africa, is part of the G20 bloc, 
they can be classified as being 
developed despite having a 
per capita GNI below $12,375, 

according to the World Bank 
data.While Commerce and 
Industry Minister Piyush 
Goyal has said India does 
not need development 
assistances like GSP hitherto 
provided by other nations 
and should be able to become 
competitive on its own, the 
issue has continued to be part 
of trade talks between India 
and the US. On the other hand, 
traders have pointed out 

Indian export remained under 
pressure due to increasing 
competition from low-cost 
rivals, and that surrendering 
GSP claims would mean 
handing away market share.
In 2018, the US launched an 
eligibility review of India’s 
compliance with GSP market 
access criteria. It concluded 
the country had implemented 
a wide array of trade barriers 
that create serious negative 
effects on commerce. 
Subsequently, President 
Donald Trump signed an 
executive order in November 
that ended duty-free status for 
50 items.India is the largest 
beneficiary nation under the 
GSP, with total benefits from 
tariff exemptions amounting 
to $260 million in 2018, 
according to the data from 
the USTR’s office.While goods 
worth $6.35 billion were 
covered under GSP in 2018-
19, it was only a small piece 

of India's overall exports to 
the US in the same period, 
which stood at $51.4 billion.
In respect of products having 
GSP benefits of 3 per cent or 
more, exporters had found 
it difficult to absorb the loss, 
the Federation of Indian 
Export Organisations (FIEO) 
has said. Despite having a 
minimal impact on India's 
overall outbound trade with 
the US, specific exports 
from India in a diverse set 
of sectors such as jewellery, 
leather, pharmaceuticals, 
chemicals and agricultural 
products has faced higher 
costs and competition, FIEO 
said.India has maintained 
that GSP benefits were 
"unilateral and non-reciprocal 
in nature extended to 
developing countries", and 
that they couldn't be used 
for advancing Washington 
DC's trade interests and non-
discriminatory benefits.

NEW DELHI, AGENCYS.
The Union Cabinet on Wednesday 
approved changes in the 'Direct Tax 
Vivad se Vishwas Bill, 2020' with a view 
to increase its scope to cover litigations 
pending in various debt recovery 
tribunals (DRTs).The Bill was introduced 
in the Lok Sabha earlier this month with 
the aim of reducing litigations related 
to direct taxes. It was proposed to 
cover tax disputes pending at the level 
of commissioner (appeals), Income 
Tax Appellate Tribunals (ITAT), high 
courts and the Supreme Court. Briefing 
reporters, Union minister Prakash 
Javadekar said it has been decided to 
cover disputes pending in DRTs also. 
He said that cases involving over Rs 9 
trillion of direct taxes are pending in 
various forums.The minister hoped 
that people will take advantage of the 
scheme to settle the tax disputes before 

March 31, 2020 as 10 per cent more will 
be charged for settlement of disputes 
after the end of the current financial 
year.The Cabinet meeting chaired by 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi also 
saw an approval for capital infusion of 
Rs 2,500 crore into three state-owned 
general insurance companies. These 
three companies are National Insurance 
Co Ltd, Oriental Insurance Co and United 
India Insurance Company.

NEW DELHI, AGENCYS.
Fitch Solutions on Wednesday 
said it expects vehicle production 
in India to contract by 8.3 
per cent in 2020 as the auto 
industry faces increasing risk of 
supply shortage due to China's 
coronavirus outbreak, possibly 
hitting domestic output if the 
virus spreads in the country.In 
China, where the virus originated, 
automotive manufacturers have 
halted production in order to 
limit the congregation of people 
and reduce the exposure of its 
population to possible infection 
and "we see India adopting 
similar policies if the virus 
spreads throughout the country," 
it said.Given that India's health 
care system is ill-equipped to deal 

with a large scale epidemic, the 
rating agency said "the impact on 
Indian autos will be much larger 
because the virus will likely 
spread much faster in the country 
when compared to China".
Furthermore, because China is 
one of India's largest supplier 
of automotive components, 
a slowdown in the supply of 
China-made components will 
lead to shortages in India and 

could force auto makers to slow 
or stop production.As a result, 
we forecast vehicle production 
in India will contract by 8.3 
per cent for 2020, following an 
estimated contraction of 13.2 
per cent in 2019.The agency 
said that it believes that the 
weak domestic demand for new 
vehicles will see India's vehicle 
production continue to contract 
in 2020."China supplies India 
with between 10-30 per cent of 
its automotive components, and 
this could be two to three times 
higher when looking at India's EV 
segment, which highlights just 
how exposed India's automotive 
manufacturing industry is to the 
slowdown of vehicle Chinese 
component manufacturing.

Auto production to slide 8.3% in 2020; 
coronavirus may hit supply: Fitch

Cabinet nod to changes in Vivad se 
Vishwas Bill to reduce tax litigations

Economic growth set to 
bounce back as slump 

bottoms out: Sanjeev Sanyal
New, Agencys. Indian economic growth is poised to 

bounce back after slipping to a more than six-year low 
of 4.5 per cent in the July-September quarter as the gov-
ernment has taken measures to prop up investments and 
consumer demand, a top government adviser said. "Cor-
porate tax reductions, the Insolvency and Bankruptcy 
Code and the banking sector reforms have helped and will 
help propel growth further," Sanjeev Sanyal (pictured) 
principal economic adviser at the finance ministry, said.
The Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, introduced in May 
2016, has helped banks to recover billions of dollars stuck 
in outstanding corporate loans and offer loans to new bor-
rowers. Sanyal said economic growth was set to acceler-
ate to 6 per cent in the financial year beginning in April, 
compared with estimated growth of 5.0% in the current 
one.But many private economists are less optimistic, say-
ing the current downturn may continue for the next few 
quarters due to a dip in private investments and tepid 
consumer demand.Nomura said Asia’s third-largest econ-
omy will see a sub-par recovery, and forecast 4.7 per cent 
GDP growth for the current fiscal year and 5.7 per cent 
for the next fiscal year.Sanyal dismissed the conservative 
estimates and said his numbers took into account early 
signs of recovery in manufacturing and a pick-up in con-
sumer demand.He said the government expected that 
average consumer price inflation would fall to 4 per cent 
in the next financial year beginning April, after a recent 
spike driven largely by food prices.There is enough space 
for the central bank to further cut interest rates, however, 
as inflation was likely to ease following a fall in vegetable 
prices, he said.

NEW DELHI, AGENCYS.
The Income Tax Department 
will share all taxpayers' 
data like PAN information 
with Sebi in order to help 
the capital market regulator 
in its probe against various 
entities, including those 
involved in 'stock market 
manipulation', an official 
order has said.The Central 
Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT), 
which frames policy for the 
tax department, had issued 
an order in this context on 
February 10 under section 
138 (1) of the I-T Act.
The sharing of information 
will be under three broad 
heads: request-based 
exchange of data, suo moto 
and automatic.The two 
organisations are expected 
to ink a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) soon 
in order to implement the 
decision and chalk out 
modalities of exchange 
of data, maintenance of 
confidentiality, mechanism 
for safe preservation of data 
and weeding out after usage.

The CBDT said under the suo 
moto exchange, information 
such as list of scrutiny cases 
marked as having evasion 
or violation related to 'stock 
market manipulation' and any 
other information considered 
necessary for Sebi (Securities 
and Exchange Board of 
India), will be provided.
Under the request-based 
exchange data, the order said, 
the tax department will share 

PAN (permanent account 
number) information that 
includes date of application 
or creation for PAN, name of 
father or husband, date of 
birth or date of incorporation, 
photograph, signature (name 
of the signatory incase of non-
individual).Name and PANs of 
partners in partnership firm 
and LLPs, KYC information 
contained in IT Return like 
email id, mobile number, 

address, IP address appearing 
on the acknowledgement of 
the filed IT Return, financial 
particulars of the business 
as filed in ITR and tax audit 
report, including income 
from trading in securities, 
bank account details.Other 
details like transactions 
reported by entities 
deducting tax at source and 
collecting tax at source (TCS) 
and any other information 
considered necessary for Sebi 
will be shared, it said.Under 
the automatic exchange of 
data, information contained 
in Form 61 (declaration to 
be filed by a person who has 
agricultural income and is not 
in receipt of any other income 
chargeable to income tax) 
will be provided to Sebi by 
the taxman."While furnishing 
the information, the specified 
income tax authority shall 
form an opinion that sharing 
of such information is 
necessary for the purposes of 
enabling Sebi to perform its 
functions under its respective 
laws," the order said.

I-T Dept to help Sebi in market manipulation probe, share taxpayers' PAN

Odisha Govt 
Signs MoU With 
HDFC Bank To 
Boost Startups

Bhubaneswar. The Odisha 
government on Wednesday 
signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) with 
the HDFC Bank Limited 
to provide smart banking 
solutions to Startups in the 
State. The Micro Small and 
Medium Enterprises (MSME) 
Department signed the MoU 
with the HDFC Bank in the 
presence of Chief Minister 
Naveen Patnaik here.“Young 
entrepreneurs are engines 
of growth for new Odisha. I 
am sure this MoU between 
Start-up Odisha and HDFC 
Bank will open up new 
possibilities for startups,” 
said the Chief Minister.
The bank would provide 
smart banking solutions to 
the Startups recognised by 
the Startup Odisha along 
with opportunity to pitch 
their solutions to requisite 
stakeholders and will work 
towards providing them an 
opportunity.
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Filmmaker-producer 
Vidhu Vinod Chopra 
has lashed out at people 
criticising his new film 
"Shikara". He says those 
who have accused him 
of commercialising 
the plight of Kashmiri 
Pandits in the film are 
"gadhe" (donkeys)." 
'3 Idiots', which I 
produced earned Rs 33 
crore on its first day of 
release, and we knew 
the first day collection 
of 'Shikara' will be 30 
lakh. Despite that we 
gave 11 years of our 
life to make this film. 
I feel today things are 
very funny because 
I've made films that 
collected Rs 30 crore 
on its first day, and 
when I make a film 
that collects Rs 30 
lakh on its first day 
in the memory of my 
mother, people say I 
have commercialised 
the pain of Kashmiri 
people. I feel people 
who think that way 
are gadhe (donkeys), 
and that's why I want 
to tell you, don't be 
donkeys. First see the 
film and then form 
your opinions," Chopra 
said during a visit to 
Mumbai's KC College 
to promote "Shikara" 
along with the film's 
lead cast Aadil Khan 
and Sadia.
"Shikara" is about 
the mass exodus of 
Kashmiri Pandits in 

early 1990, in the wake 
of violent Islamist 
insurgency. The film 
was highly anticipated 
because the veteran 
filmmaker Chopra 
hails from the state.
After the film's release, 
however, certain 
sections of people 
called out the film and 
its director Chopra. A 
video of a Kashmiri 
Pandit woman lashing 
out at the director at 
a screening in Delhi 
went viral. Calling 
it a "ghatiya" film 
and disowning it, 
she is seen saying 
the movie was too 
commercialised and not 
authentic.The hashtag 
#BoycottShikara 
started trending on 
Twitter, and people 
were accusing Chopra 
of going soft on the 
subject rather than 
give an unflinching 
account of the horrific 
atrocities that Kashmiri 
Pandits suffered.

Chopra said renowned 
Hollywood filmmaker 
James Cameron has 
praised his film: "This 
film opened with great 
reviews everywhere. 
I presume you would 
have heard about a 
man called James 
Cameron who has 
directed 'Titanic' and 
'Avatar'. He called this 
film as a masterpiece 
in a four-page letter. In 
India, the film released 
to full houses and 
great reviews. Then, 
suddenly all this hate 
wave comes up." He 
added: "I am not on 
Twitter or on any social 
media. What came 
as a big surprise for 
us is that our rating 
on IMDb, which was 
around eight or nine, 
dropped to one. We 
found that on all these 
social media platforms, 
people have started 
putting up videos and 
saying 'this how you 
press the button to 

give the film a one-star 
rating'." Chopra said 
"Shikara" is close to 
his heart: "This is a 
very special film and 
this film talks about 
events that happened 
even before all of you 
(students) were born. 
Around 30 years back, 
four lakh Kashmiris 
were thrown out of 
their homeland, and 
my mother was one of 
them. I am technically 
a refugee in my own 
country because I am 
from Kashmir." He 
added that he never 
compromised on 
anything while making 
films in his career. "All 
my life I have never 
compromised on films 
I have made, whether 
it is '3 Idiots' or the 
'Munna Bhai' series or 
'Shikara'. In every film, I 
tried and give you guys 
a message. In 'Munna 
Bhai', I talked about 
'Jaadu ki jhappi' and in 
'3 Idiots' I gave critical 

advice to students, to 
chase excellence and 
success will follow. I am 
happy to say that many 
lives changed with that 
film," he pointed out.
Chopra felt "Shikara" 
would have the same 
impact. "In the same 
way, in 'Shikara' we 
have a message that 
says, 'todo nahin, jodo' 
(don't break, unite) 
because we are at a 
stage in life where it 
is becoming a norm to 
say, 'don't unite, break'. 
Everything is breaking, 
be it systems or cities. 
I would urge you to 
watch this film and 
spread the message 
of this film because 
you (students) are 
the future. If you like 
the films, then go to 
social media and fix 
that rubbish (criticism 
about Shikara), and if 
you don't like the film 
then also remember 
message of the film," 
he said.Chopra on 
Sunday had penned 
an open letter on 
Facebook to counter 
all criticism against his 
film. In the letter, the 
filmmaker elaborated 
on the sufferings that 
he, along with his 
family members, had 
to suffer when they 
were driven out of their 
homeland as a result 
of being targeted by 
Islamist insurgents 
three decades ago. 

Vidhu Vinod Chopra: Those 
criticising 'Shikara' are donkeys

FIRST COLUMN

After dropping the teaser Dus Bahane 2.0 Party 
Anthem Jam, the makers of Baaghi 3 are out with 
the full song and this one is high on beats, groovy 
dance moves and amazing chemistry of Tiger Shroff 
and Shraddha Kapoor.Actor Tiger Shroff dropped 
the song on his social media profile. He captioned 
it, “Where’s your party at? The Baaghis are all set 
to rock your block with the most badass song of 
the year! #DusBahane 2.0 is out now. #Baaghi3 
#SajidNadiadwala @ShraddhaKapoor @Riteishd @
khan_ahmedasas @WardaNadiadwala @TSeries @
VishalDadlani @ShekharRavjiani @foxstarhindi @
NGEMovies”The first track of the film 'Dus Bahane 2.0' 
which is the reprise version of the song which featured 
Abhishek Bachchan, Sanjay Dutt, Sunil Shetty and 
Zayed Khan in the film ‘Dus’ released in 2005, is an ode 
from Team Baaghi 3 to Team Dus.The song is a creative 
collaboration of Vishal Dadlani and Shekhar Ravjiani 
and it will feature Tiger Shroff and Shraddha Kapoor.
Baaghi 3, an action thriller helmed by Ahmed Khan 
is produced by Nadiadwala Grandson Entertainment 
and Fox Star Studios, it is a spiritual sequel to Baaghi 
(2016) and Baaghi 2 (2018). The film also stars Riteish 
Deshmukh in the lead role.The story revolves around 
Ronnie and Vikram (Tiger and Riteish), are brothers 
who shares an unbreakable bond. Since childhood, 
Ronnie always comes to the rescue whenever Vikram 
falls in any trouble. On his trip to Syria, Vikram gets 
kidnapped by ISIS, and Ronnie just goes all out to 
get his brother back!It is scheduled to be theatrically 
released in cinemas on 6 March 2020.

Baaghi 3: Tiger Shroff 
Drops Dus Bahane 2.0 
Party Anthem Jam

s Goa in a poor light as a drug haven, the state 
government will henceforth only permit shooting 
of movies after a thematic inspection, Chief 
Minister Pramod Sawant said on Wednesday."After 
this, while giving permission, the Entertainment 
Society of Goa will check the story and they will 
not be allowed to malign the image of the state. 
Only then, will we will give the permission," 
Sawant told reporters when asked if he felt that 
the recently released "Malang", which has many 
scenes of drug and rave parties in Goa, maligned 
the image of the coastal state.
The Entertainment Society of Goa is a government 
agency that serves as a nodal body for granting of 
shooting permissions in the state.Sawant also said 
that Goa boasts of a good law and order situation, 
among many pluses, and therefore it was unfair to 
portray the state as a destination for drugs."Our 
state has good law and order. Why should they 
focus (and) portray the state as a place (with) 
drugs and other things? Before giving permission, 
now we will at least go through the theme and 
see what are they showing about Goa," Sawant 
reiterated.Asked if he was aware that the film's 
opening credits have a thank you note for 'Chief 
Minister Pramod Sawant' for co-opration, Sawant 
said that he was not aware of it.Malang stars Anil 
Kapoor, Aditya Roy Kapur, Disha Patani and Kunal 
Kemmu in pivotal roles, and has been shot in 
Goa and Mauritius.Although the state is regarded 
as one of the most popular beach and nightlife 
tourism destinations, Goa over decades has also 
earned infamy as a destination for narco-tourism, 
especially the state's beach-fronted coastline.

After 'Malang', govt to 
vet film scripts that  
malign Goa: CM
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AkshitaMudgal 
(Gayatri from Sony 
SAB’s Bhakharwadi) 
“Valentine’s Day is the 
day we celebrate the 
beautiful feeling of love. 
For me true love is that 
unbreakable connection 
you feel towards 
someone. Valentine’s day 
is celebrating your true 
love be it your family, 
your partner or even 
your pet. It is the day you 
cherish the bond and the 
love that you nurtured 
for years. This year, I 
plan to get done with the 
shoot for Bhakharwadi, 
so I can go and enjoy 
the day with my siblings 
and parents and watch 
a rom-com movie 
together. Siddharth 
Nigam (Aladdin from 
Sony SAB’s Aladdin: 
NaamTohSunaHoga) 

“Love is the most 
pure feeling and this 
Valentine’s, take that 
extra step to make 
your loved ones feel 
special and spend it 
with the people you 
cherish the most. Also, 
don’t only restrict your 
special gestures for 
today but celebrate 
your beloved forever.” 
RaashulTandon (Ginoo 
from Sony SAB’s Aladdin: 
NaamTohSunaHoga) 
“Valentine’s Day is a 
beautiful day and I feel 
love should be celebrated 
the entire year around. 
Love has no boundaries 
and in the same way, 
this day should be made 
extra special to celebrate 
everyone you love, from 
your partner to you 
parents and friends. This 
year, I will be celebrating 

Valentine’s Day in Goa 
with my wife and five 
more couples, who are 
my closest friends and 
they are joining us to 
celebrate this day. I am 
really looking forward 

for this much needed 
break and I encourage 
all my fans and the 
viewers of Aladdin: 
NaamTohSunaHoga to 
make this day special for 
your loved ones.”

Meet Karan Kundra And 
Naghma Rizwan From It 

Happened In Calcutta

ALT Balaji is out with first look poster of Karan Kundra and 
Naghma Rizwan from the forthcoming series, It Happened In 
Calcutt, which is 60s and 70s era.First look poster of ALTBalaji 
and ZEE5’s upcoming series It Happened in Calcutta is out. Far 
from the mainstream love story, the show is all set to give you 
an interesting take on romance and relationships set in the ‘City 
of Joy’ during the ’60s and ’70s. The official handle of ALTBalaji 
dropped the poster on social media. It said, “Ronobir, Calcutta 
Medical College ka casanova, brilliant student, jiske peeche 
college ki har ladki hai fida! This love saga transcending the era 
of 60s and 70s, when retro was fashion, when India was battling 
with war and cholera. Trailer of #ItHappenedInCalcutta out 14th 
Feb. #ALTBalaji #ALTBalajiOriginal @ektarkapoor @kkundrra 
@ZEE5Premium”Karan plays the character of Ronobir, a student 
of Calcutta Medical College and a handsome Casanova. He is 
brilliant with his academic record but also has girls drooling 
all over him; he is 'practically' loving and caring, in short, best 
of both worlds. The Alt Balaji captioned the second poster, “At 
a time when men ruled the field of medicine, Kusum, the only 
female MBBS student of her batch. Sweet, smart, single & not 
ready to mingle. #ItHappenedInCalcutta, based in 60s & 70s 
when there were many taboos for women & India was dealing 
with political unrest, war & cholera. @naghmarizwan”Naghma 
Rizwan is sporting her two avatars, one is girl next door and the 
other one is little more flamboyant and vibrant.

Valentine's Day quotes 
from Sony SAB artists

Bollywood actor Irrfan 
has shared an emotional 
message with fans and 
the media, expressing his 
inability to promote his 
upcoming film "Angrezi 
Medium".The actor has 
completed the film's 
shoot despite his ailing 
health, but will not be able 
to promote the film. He 
talked about his illness 
and expressed his inability 
to promote the film in 
a video shared by the 
film's production banner 
Maddock films.
The video has an 
interesting collage of the 

actor's photos from the 
film's set and a voice note 
from him.In the video, 
Irrfan says: "Hello Brothers 
and Sisters! I am Irrfan. 
Today I am there with you 
as well as not there. My 
film Angrezi Medium is 
extremely special to me. 
I genuinely wanted to 
promote this film with as 
much love as we have made 
it with. But there are some 
unwanted guests sitting 
inside my body and I am 
having a conversation with 
them. Whatever their status 
is, I will keep you posted. 
There is a saying, when life 

gives you lemons, you make 
a lemonade. But it is always 
easier said than done. 
Because when life gives you 
lemons for real, then it is 
extremely difficult to make 

a shikanji. But you have no 
other choice apart from 
remaining positive. We 
have made this film with 
that positivity and I am 
hopeful that this film will 

teach you, make you laugh 
and cry and then again 
make you laugh! Enjoy 
the trailer, be kind to each 
other and watch the film. 
And yes, wait for me." The 
trailer of "Angrezi Medium" 
will be out on February 13. 
The film has been directed 
by Homi Adajania and 
boasts of a stellar ensemble 
cast compromising Irrfan, 
Kareena Kapoor Khan, 
Dimple Kapadia, Pankaj 
Tripathi, Deepak Dobriyal, 
Ranvir Shorey and 
others."Angrezi Medium" 
is slated to hit theaters on 
March 20.

Actor Angad Bedi, who 
got injured while shooting 
for an action sequence for 
his upcoming web show 
"MumBhai" a while ago, 
recently underwent a 
knee surgery at a hospital 
in Mumbai. And before 
undergoing the surgery, his 
wife Neha Dhupia captured a 
video in which she can be seen 
cheering up Angad.Sharing 
the video on Instagram, Angad 
wrote: "That's me minutes 
before going in for a knee 
surgery... I think my nerves 
got me talking too much... 
captured by my wifey (also 
pls note she has no clue which knee is 
injured) but I still love her too much ... 
stay tuned for more ... will keep u posted 
with more videos if I'm not dying in 
pain ... #AngadsKneedy #Vlog1." In the 
video, Neha is also seen taking down 

orders for Angad's meals."I have been 
starving for almost 8 hours," Angad said.
To which Neha added: "This is the longest 
you've gone without a meal." Apart from 
"MumBhai", Angad will also be seen in 
"Gunjan Saxena: The Kargil Girl".

Irrfan's emotional message declaring he 
can't promote 'Angrezi Medium'

Angad Bedi undergoes knee surgery

Shubh 
Mangal Zyada 

Saavdhan' actor 
Jitendra Kumar 
all praises for 
Bappi Lahiri

It was a dream-come-true 
moment for actor Jitendra 
Kumar when he shared space 
with veteran singer Bappi 
Lahiri in the remixed version 
of the latter's iconic song 
"Yaar bina chain kahaan re".
The new version, which is 
already out, is a part of the 
upcoming film "Shubh Mangal 
Zyada Saavdhan", starring 
Ayushmann Khurrana with 
debutant Jitendra Kumar.
The song is a party track. It 
features Ayushmann, Jitendra, 
Neena Gupta, Gajraj Rao and 
Maanvi Gagroo in eighties-
style glittering disco costumes. 
Bappi Lahiri too makes an 
appearance.
Speaking of the original version, 
the song belonged to the Anil 
Kapoor-Amrita Singh starrer 
"Saaheb", which released in 
1985. The peppy number was a 
massive hit upon release. Bappi 
da was the composer and singer 
of the song."The original song 
came out when I was a kid and 
I remember dancing on it since 
I was a kid. Dancing on such a 
big song in my first film was a 
dream come true moment for 
me and I hope people enjoy 
it as much as I did. It was so 
sweet of Anil Sir that he liked 
our song and even tweeted 
about it. I have also been a 
huge of Bappi Da and it was 
a dream come true moment 
for me to share the stage with 
him," said Jitendra.Directed by 
Hitesh Kewalya, "Shubh Mangal 
Zyada Saavdhan", a gay rom-
com, is scheduled to release on 
February 21.
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