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Raipur, Agency.  The National Human Rights 
Commission has accused state officials of the 
Chhattisgarh government of ‘abetting’ the 
crimes allegedly committed by Special Police 
Officers as part of Salwa Judum’s anti-Maoist 
activities in the state. The commission made 
the comment while declaring an order on 
September 23, 2019, in the matter of the 
killing of seven people and burning of 95 
huts in the Kondasawali, Karrepara and 
Kamaraguda villages of Sukma district in 
2007. In an earlier order, the NHRC had 
declared a compensation for the next of kin of 
the deceased. Chhattisgarh DGP DM Awasthi 
confirmed that the state had received the 
order. “The compensation was dispatched 
on January 15 and has reached the district 
officials. I have personally directed the 
Inspector General of the region to conduct 
the investigation on the said FIR. We respect 
the court’s order,” he said. According to the 
complaint, filed by human rights organisation 
People’s Union for Civil Liberties, seven people 
were killed and 95 houses were torched by 
SPOs in the three villages, leading to other 
villagers abandoning their homes and fleeing. 
When they returned in 2013, the villagers 
filed a complaint with the Sukma collector 
in July 2013. The NHRC requested them to 
provide information. In an order passed on 
December 23, 2019, the NHRC had declared 
a compensation of Rs 5 lakh for the next 
of kin of the seven deceased, identified as: 
Madvi Bhima of Kondasawali; Barse Nanda, 
Barse Suklu, Kunjam Boda of Karrepara; and 
Sundam Bhima Mangdu, Sundam Bhima Goga, 
Midiam Aiti of Parlagutta. 

NHRC accuses state 
officials of ‘abetting’ 
crimes of Salwa Judum

Chandigarh, Agency.  The Army has 
ordered a Court of Inquiry after two 
jawans of an infantry battalion made a 
video clip of a Colonel allegedly having 
sex with a civilian female employee inside 
his office. The Colonel, who was stationed 
in Abohar, Punjab at the time of the 
incident, has since retired. The inquiry 
was ordered after the two jawans of 25 
Rajputana Rifles wrote to the Defence 
Minister Rajnath Singh that they were 
being victimised for having exposed the 
deeds of the Colonel. The jawans have 
alleged in their complaint that they made 
the video in order to teach the Colonel a 
lesson as he used to mistreat them. The 
Colonel has since retired from service, 
but will still face the inquiry under the 
Army rules and regulations. The inquiry 
will also probe alleged blackmailing of 
the Colonel by the two jawans.

Jawans film Colonel 
having sex, probe ordered

Raipur, Agency. A maoist operative 
and two CRPF personnel died and six 
others including a deputy commandant 
were injured in an exchange of fire 
between security forces and maoists 
in Bijapur district of Chhattisgarh 
on Monday. The security forces were 
conducting an operation in the Pamed 
area of the district. According to senior 
CRPF officials, the deceased personnel 
have been identified as constables 
Vikas Kumar and Purnanand Sahu. “The 
battalions were acting on a tip-off, that 
naxals of the first battalion were hiding 
in Erapalli village… In the exchange of 
fire, a naxal was shot dead and while 
recovering his body, the force came 
under intense firing,” the senior CRPF 
official confirmed.

Chhattisgarh: Two CRPF men, 
Maoist killed in encounter

London, Agency.

Liquor baron Vijay Mallya Tuesday appeared before 
the Royal Courts of Justice here for his appeal against 
extradition to India to face fraud and money laundering 
charges amounting to Rs 9,000 crores, where his lawyers 
claimed “multiple errors” in a magistrates’ court’s order. The 
64-year-old former Kingfisher Airlines boss, who remains 
on bail since his arrest on an extradition warrant in April 
2017, avoided the usual scrum of reporters at the court 
entrance and went in with his lawyers separately. “I’m just 
here to listen,” he said, when asked for a comment. Justice 
Stephen Irwin and Justice Elisabeth Laing were told by 
Mallya’s barrister that Chief Magistrate Emma Arbuthnot’s 
verdict in favour of extradition in December 2018 was 
flawed and also questioned the admissibility of some 
witness statements submitted 
by the Indian government. 
Clare Montgomery opened her 
arguments to try and establish 
that Mallya had no fraudulent 
intentions when he sought 
bank loans for his now-defunct 
Kingfisher Airlines because he 
is no “fly by night figure but an 
immensely wealthy man” who 
was not running any sort of 
“ponzi scheme” but a reputable 
airline, which fell into economic misfortune along with 
other Indian airlines.In what she described as a “very dense 
case”, which has proved extraordinarily difficult to manage 
as there are “any number of rabbit holes” to go down, 
Montgomery said: “She (Arbuthnot) did not look at all of 
the evidence because if she had, she would not have fallen 
into the multiple errors that permeate her judgment.” The 
hearing is scheduled for three days with Mallya’s barrister 
to lay out her oral arguments, with the Crown Prosecution 
Service (CPS) on behalf of the Indian government set to 
counter on Wednesday. A verdict may be handed down at 
the end of the hearing on Thursday, but judgment could 
be delayed to a later date depending on how the hearing 
progresses. Representatives from the Enforcement 
Directorate (ED) and Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) 
were present in court as Montgomery once again sought to 
raise questions over whether the CBI behaved “properly 
in bringing charges” against Mallya under former Special 
Director Rakesh Asthana, who she said may have been 
guilty of “misconduct”. Judge Irwin intervened to question 
whether she could re-enter these pervious claims, which 
had already been rejected at the magistrates’ court level 
and sought clarifications on where the law may have been 
wrongly applied by the Chief Magistrate. 

Multiple errors in extradition 
order for Mallya, UK High Court told

Bengaluru, Agency.  

Karnataka Chief Minister B S 
Yediyurappa on Monday allocated 
portfolios to 10 rebel legislators, who 
won the bypolls on BJP tickets and were 
inducted into the Cabinet last week, 
and gave the plum Irrigation ministry 
to former Congress MLA Ramesh 
Jarkiholi, as apparently demanded by 
the MLA from Gokak. Jarkiholi, a six-
time MLA and a former state minister, 
played a key role in the rebellion by 
17 legislators against then Congress-
JD(S) coalition government last year to 
facilitate Yediyurappa’s return. 

He had reportedly demanded the 
Irrigation portfolio, held by his bete 
noire in the Congress, D K Shivakumar, 
in the earlier coalition government. 
Bengaluru MLAs S T Somashekhar 
and Byrathi Basavaraj were allocated, 
respectively, Cooperation department 
and Urban Development (without 
Bengaluru development responsibility). 
CM Yediyurappa has retained control 
of Bengaluru development, apart 
from Finance, Public Administration 
and Intelligence. “I told the CM that 
whatever portfolio he gives me I 

will perform sincerely. I have got 
Cooperation department, where I 
have some experience,” Somashekhar 
said. Among the other new entrants, 
policeman-turned-actor-turned-
politician B C Patil was given Forests 
portfolio, Shrimanth Patil got Textiles, 
K Sudhakar Medical Education, K C 
Narayana Gowda allocated Municipal 
Administration, Anand Singh given 
Food, Civil Supplies and Consumers 
Affairs, K Gopalaiah Small Scale 
Industries, while the Labour ministry 
has gone to Shivaram Hebbar.

Karnataka : Portfolios given to 10 
ex-rebels, Jarkiholi gets Irrigation

Chandigarh, Agency. 

The Punjab and Haryana High Court has directed the 
Punjab government to permit a person who has low 
vision in one eye and a squint, to join as an Ayurveda 
medical officer, while ruling that since he has perfect 
vision in one eye, the duty he is required to perform 
would not be impeded.

“The nature of the duties which are to be 
performed by an Ayurveda medical officer when 
seen in the context of the reasoning assigned for non-
appointing the petitioners on the said post would 
not be sustainable especially in the light of the fact 
that it would not in any manner impair and impede 
the working capability/capacity of the petitioner,” 
Justice Augustine George Masih said in an order. 
Post selection, the government in 2014 had declined 
to permit the petitioner to join the service after he 
was found to have low vision in his right eye during 
a medical examination. The decision was challenged 
in 2015 before the High Court and the government 
responded that because of the low vision as well as 
a squint, he was not entitled to be appointed to the 
Class-II post. The government also had cited 1959 
instructions to justify its decision.

Justice Masih in the judgment said the petitioner 
has applied in the ‘open’ category and has been 
placed at fourth place in the merit list, adding it 
cannot be said that the petitioner is incompetent 

or is not suitable for appointment to the post. “The 
instructions on which reliance has been placed by 
the respondents would not impede in any manner 
or be a cause of concern qua the petitioner keeping 
in view the nature of duties which is required to be 
performed by him. Merely because the instructions 
indicate a particular aspect in the rules, the same 
have not to be followed blindly, which would go 
against the very spirit and purpose for which such 
instructions/rules are framed and formulated,” the 
judgment further said. The court also took note of the 
fact that the posts in recruitment were also reserved 
for visually impaired category in handicapped quota. 
“If that be so, the very reason as to why candidature 
of the petitioner has been rejected cannot be said to 
be justified,” it added.

HC directs Punjab govt to let man with low vision 
in one eye join as Ayurveda medical officer

AAP tastes sweet success 
at end of bitter campaign

New Delhi, Agency.   

Riding on the issue of governance, the Arvind Kejriwal-led Aam 
Aadmi Party (AAP) stormed back into power in the national 
capital, leaving the main rival BJP way behind in an election that 
turned bitter and vitriolic. As per the latest Election Commission 
figures, the AAP has won 55 seats and leading in 7 more seats, 
while the BJP improved its tally marginally by bagging 7 seats 
and leading in another one. The Congress, on the other hand, 
had to face the ignominy of having drawn a blank in the second 
consecutive assembly election in the capital.
The AAP’s resounding victory comes nearly eight months after 
it suffered a severe drubbing in the Lok Sabha polls in which the 
party drew a blank while the BJP won all the seven seats. Full list 
of winners constituency wise
1. Hailing AAP’s sweeping victory, Chief Minister Kejriwal said a 
new kind of politics has emerged from the Delhi Assembly polls 
with people rewarding the party which built schools, hospitals 
and provided cheap electricity round-the-clock. “I love you,” 
Kejriwal said in a brief address to joyous supporters and party 
workers at the AAP’s headquarters in the national capital. 
Kejriwal, who contested from the New Delhi constituency, 
defeated BJP’s Sunil Kumar Yadav by over 21,000 votes. 
Later, he visited the famous Hanuman temple near 
Connaught Place along with his family and Deputy 
Chief Minister Manish Sisodia.
2. Delhi Deputy CM Sisodia staved off a strong 
challenge from the BJP, wresting the Patparganj 
seat in final rounds of counting. Sisodia, who has 
been credited with improving infrastructure in 
government schools, had been trailing against BJP 
candidate Ravinder Singh Negi until the tenth round 
of counting. Follow all reactions here
3. Conceding defeat, Delhi BJP chief Manoj Tiwari 
congratulated Kejriwal for his resounding victory and 
also expressed his gratitude to BJP cadres for their 
hardwork. Meanwhile, Delhi Congress chief Subhash 
Chopra resigned from his post, taking moral 
responsibility for the party’s debacle in 
the Assembly polls. Read more here
4. Among the prominent AAP 
candidates that won the elections 
aside from Kejriwal and Sisodia 

include Amanatullah Khan from Okhla, Raghav Chadha from 
Rajinder Nagar, Atishi from Kalkaji, Satyendar Jain from Shakur 
Basti, and Gopal Rai from Babarpur.
5. The victory of Amanatullah in Okhla constituency assumes 
significance as Shaheen Bagh and Jamia Nagar, which became 
the epicentre of protest against Citizenship (Amendment) Act, 

fall under his constituency. Seelampur, which also 
witnessed violence during an anti-CAA protest, 

saw AAP’s Abdul Rehman emerging victorious 
against Kaushal Kumar Mishra of the BJP. 
Rehman defeated his rival by a margin of 25,000 

votes. BJP had focused its campaign around 
Shaheen Bagh, where protests against the 
new citizenship law have been on for almost 

two months now. Even in his first election 
rally in Delhi, Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi called the Shaheen Bagh protests a 
“design” to destroy amity in the country.
6. A look at the latest EC data reveals that 

AAP has managed to almost hold on to its 
vote share. AAP has received 53.58 per cent 

of the total votes counted so far as against 54 
per cent in 2015. BJP has increased 

its vote share to 38.50 per 
cent from 32 per cent. 

BJP’s vote share 
had surged to 56 

per cent in the 
2019 Lok Sabha 
elections.

One High Court judge quashes orders, another upholds
PSA detentions in J&K

 Sao Paulo, Agency.   

Last Friday, a single-judge bench of the Jammu & 
Kashmir High Court, while rejecting the petition 
filed by J&K HC Bar Association president Mian 
Qayoom challenging his detention under the 
stringent Public Safety Act, observed that a court 
is not a “proper forum to scrutinise the merits of 
administrative decision to detain a person” and 
that such a detention is “not based on proof”. 
But two earlier judgments related to the PSA, 
passed by another single-judge bench of the 
same High Court, had quashed administrative 
orders, underlining that preventive detention 
“cannot be used as an instrument to keep a 
person in perpetual custody without trial”. 

Incidentally, Justice Sanjeev Kumar, while 
scrutinising the detention orders which he 
subsequently quashed, said though preventive 
detention involves the detaining of a person 
without trial in order to prevent him from 
committing certain types of offences, such 
“detention cannot be made a substitute for 
the ordinary law and absolve the investigating 
authorities”. This was in stark contrast to 
observations made by Justice Tashi Rabstan who 
last Friday said that the executive has “necessary 

powers to order preventive detention” and the 
“subjective satisfaction of a detaining authority 
to detain a person or not, is not open to objective 
assessment by a court”. Justice Rabstan also 
made three other broad observations that a High 
Court does not sit in appeal over the decision of 
the detaining authority and cannot substitute its 
own opinion over that of the detaining authority; 
that the courts do not even go into the question 
whether the facts mentioned in grounds of 
detention are correct or false; and that the High 
Court “cannot interfere on the ground that in 
view of the fact that times have changed, further 
detention would be unjustified”. But Justice 
Kumar, in orders passed on December 27 and 
December 31 last year, held a different view on 
two separate habeas corpus petitions. In the 

habeas corpus petition filed by the family of the 
detained Tariq Ahmed Parray, Justice Kumar, 
while quashing the detention order passed by 
the Baramulla District Magistrate, observed 
that “preventive detention cannot be resorted 
to when sufficient remedies are available under 
general laws of the land for any omission or 
commission under such laws, the Supreme Court 
observed”. Citing SC orders on the issue, Justice 
Kumar reiterated that preventive detention of a 
person “by a State after branding him a ‘goonda’ 
merely because the normal legal process is 
ineffective and time-consuming in ‘curbing the 
evil he spreads’, is illegal”. These observations 
had come in the backdrop of arguments made by 
Parray’s family that the allegations made in the 
grounds of detention were vague, non-existent 
and that the government had not spelt out 
any compelling reasons to pass the detention 
order. A similar argument was put forward in 
Qayoom’s case. But Justice Rabstan said that 
a High Court has “limited scope to scrutinising 
whether detention order has been passed on 
the material placed before it” and “it cannot go 
further and examine sufficiency of material”. 
“This court can only examine grounds disclosed 
by the government in order to see whether they 

are relevant to the object which the legislation 
has in view, that is, to prevent detenu from 
engaging in activities prejudicial to security of 
the State or maintenance of public order,” Justice 
Rabstan said. In the habeas corpus petition 
filed by the family of the detained Asif Ahmed 
Bhat, Justice Kumar said Bhat’s defence was 
that the detention on “the selfsame grounds on 
which earlier detention order had been passed 
and subsequently quashed by this Court, was 
sheer abuse of police power by the State”. It 
was pointed out that the detention order of 
September 18, 2018 was quashed by the High 
Court on April 17, 2019. But a fresh detention 
order was passed on April 30, 2019. “What 
prompted the Detaining Authority to pass a fresh 
order of detention, impugned in the petition, 
is anybody’s guess. There is, however, bald 
assertion in the grounds of detention suggesting 
that normal law of the land has not deterred the 
detenu from indulging in subversive activities 
prejudicial to the maintenance of public order. 
There is absolutely no mention in the grounds 
of the detention with regard to any activity the 
detenu has indulged in or continued with after 
quashment of his earlier detention order dated 
17.04.2019,” Justice Kumar said.

Delhi election results
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Media access to Central Hall of Parliament 
under scrutiny, review likely

Sabarimala reference to be 
heard daily: Questions of law can 

be sent to larger bench, says SC

New Delhi, Agency. 

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla is likely to 
constitute a committee which will take a 
fresh look at the much-coveted Central 
Hall passes granted to media personnel, 
sources disclosed Monday. Access to 
Central Hall, where members of both 
Houses of Parliament meet, is currently 
granted to only over 200 senior journalists 
who have fulfilled the criteria laid down by 
the Lok Sabha Secretariat  one has to have 
experience of at least 10 years of Parliament 
reporting on a permanent pass to qualify 
for entry to the hallowed precincts where 
the Constitution was framed.

The Central Hall is also where the 
joint sitting of the two Houses takes 
place. On most days, journalists go 
there for informal interaction with 
members of the two Houses to get 
insight into issues. On Monday, Birla is 
understood to have flagged a proposal 
for discontinuing media access to the 
Central Hall of Parliament at a meeting 
of the General Purposes Committee of 
Lok Sabha. The Speaker heads the GPC. 
“Charcha huyi hai (a discussion has been 
held),” sources said, adding a committee 

will be set up to review passes to the 
Central Hall. Sources said Birla told the 
GPC that he had received complaints that 
some media personnel show up in the 
Central Hall at 10 am and leave at 7 pm. 

It was also pointed out to the Speaker 
that some journalists indulged in non-
journalistic work. The proposal to deny 
the media access to Central Hall did not 
go down well with some members of the 

Opposition and non-NDA parties. The 
issue, which was not on the agenda of the 
GPC, came up when the matter pertaining 
to re-constitution of the Press Advisory 
Committee of Lok Sabha was taken up. 
This committee, comprising over two 
dozen media representatives nominated 
by the Speaker, advises the Lok Sabha 
Secretariat on matters pertaining to media 
coverage and accreditation to the Press 
Gallery. The Press Advisory Committee 
was last constituted in 2016, and its 
tenure lapsed on August 1, 2017. The 
45-member GPC includes Mulayam Singh 
Yadav (SP), T R Baalu, Kanimozhi and A 
Raja (all DMK), Sudip Bandyopadhyay 
(Trinamool), Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury, 
Shashi Tharoor and Kodikunnil Suresh 
(Congress), Radha Mohan Singh, Jual 
Oram, Meenakshi Lekhi, P P Chaudhary, 
Satyapal Singh, Rama Devi, Heena Gavit, 
Jagdambika Pal and Rita Bahuguna Joshi 
(BJP), Bhartruhari Mahtab and Pinaki 
Misra (BJD), Nama Nageswara Rao 
(TRS), Vinayak Raut (Shiv Sena), Midhun 
Reddy (YSR Congress) Rajiv Ranjan Lalan 
(Janata Dal-U), N K Premachandran (RSP) 
and Supriya Sule (NCP).

New Delhi, Agency. 

The BJP has issued a three-line 
whip to all its MPs in the Rajya 
Sabha asking them to be present 
in the House on Tuesday, ANI 
reported. The MPs have been told 
“some very important” legislative 
work will be brought to the House, 
discussed and passed. The first 
phase of the Parliament Budget 
session, that began on January 31, 
will conclude on Tuesday and will 
resume again from March 2 after a 
short recess. In the Lok Sabha, the Direct 
Tax Vivad Se Vishwas Bill, 2020, has been 
listed for passage. 

The Bill aims to provide for the 
resolution of disputed tax cases involving 
Rs 9.32 lakh crore. Last week, when 
the Bill was tabled in the Lok Sabha by 
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman, 
the Opposition said Bill’s nomenclature 
was a bid to impose Hindi. In her Budget 
speech, Sitharaman had announced Vivad 
se Vishwas scheme to resolve 4,83,000 

direct tax disputes pending in various 
tribunals. Under the scheme, taxpayers 
whose tax demands are locked in dispute 
in multiple forums can pay the due taxes 
by March 31, 2020, and get a complete 
waiver of interest and penalty. Besides, 
the Constitution (Scheduled Tribes) Order 
(Amendment) Bill, 2019, to modify the 
list of the Scheduled Tribes in Karnataka 
is also slated to be introduced in the Lok 
Sabha for consideration by Union Minister 
Arjun Munda.

Kolkata, Agency. 

West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee on Tuesday 
said gender ratio in higher education institutes in the state 
has improved over the last 10 years. Taking to Twitter, 
Banerjee, on the occasion of International Day of Women 
and Girls in Science, stated that her government had 

launched the ‘Kanyashree’ scheme in 2013 to encourage 
women to pursue higher education. “Today is International 
Day of Women and Girls in Science. To encourage women to 
pursue higher education, Our Govt in #Bangla has extended 
#Kanyashree scheme to universities. Female gender ratio 
in higher education institutions in #Bangla has gone up 
from 42% in 2010-11 to 47.3%,” she tweeted. Kanyashree 
Prakalpa, launched by the state government in 2013, is a 
cash-transfer scheme aimed at retaining girls in schools 
and preventing their early marriage.

New Delhi, Agency

Clearing the way for hearing a reference 
in the Sabarimala case on the larger 
question of discrimination against women 
at different religious places, a nine-
judge Constitution Bench of the Supreme 
Court Monday said “this Court can refer 
questions of law to a larger bench in a 
Review Petition”. It framed seven issues to 
be taken up by the court and fixed February 
17 to start the hearing on day-to-day basis. 

The Bench, comprising Chief Justice of 
India S A Bobde and Justices R Banumathi, 
Ashok Bhushan, L Nageswara Rao, M M 
Shantanagoudar, S A Nazeer, R Subhash 
Reddy, B R Gavai and Surya Kant, turned 
down objections raised by Senior Advocate 
Fali S Nariman and some others that the 
court could not make such a reference in 
a pending review petition as the scope 
of review was extremely narrow. The 
Sabarimala reference to the nine-judge 
Bench followed the September 19, 2019 
decision of a five-judge Bench, headed 
by then CJI Ranjan Gogoi, to keep review 
petitions, challenging its September 28, 
2018 order that lifted age restrictions 
on the entry of women to the hill shrine 
in Kerala, pending till a larger bench 
took a call on certain questions arising 
from it. The five-judge Bench pointed out 
that petitions seeking entry of women 
to mosques, challenging female genital 
mutilation among Dawoodi Bohras and 
practices in the Parsi community were 
still pending and these could be impacted 
by questions raised in the Sabarimala 
matter. It said the larger bench will have to 
evolve a judicial policy to do “substantial 
and complete justice” in these matters. 
The nine-judge Bench, which a week ago 
clarified it won’t be deciding the review 
petition but only lay down the general law 
to be followed, will examine the “scope and 

ambit of right to freedom of religion under 
Article 25 of the Constitution” and the 
“inter-play between the rights of persons 
under Article 25… and rights of religious 
denomination under Article 26”. It will also 
look into the question “whether the rights 
of a religious denomination under Article 
26… are subject to other provisions of Part 
III of the Constitution… apart from public 
order, morality and health”. The Bench will 
also answer “what is the scope and extent 
of the word ‘morality’ under Articles 
25 and 26… and whether it is meant to 
include Constitutional morality” and 
“what is the scope and extent of judicial 
review with regard to a religious practice 
as referred to in Article 25”. Besides, 
it will try to delineate the “meaning of 
expression “Sections of Hindus” occurring 
in Article 25 (2) (b) of the Constitution” 
and lay down “whether a person not 
belonging to a religious denomination or 
religious group can question a practice of 
that religious denomination or religious 
group by filing a PIL”. It allowed some 
intervention applications and asked the 
lawyers to furnish details on who they 
are representing so that the court can 
finalise the schedule of allotment of time. 
It said Solicitor General Tushar Mehta, 
representing the Centre, would open the 
arguments on February 17 followed by 
Senior Advocate K Parasaran.

New Delhi, Agency. 

Terming former J&K chief minister Omar 
Abdullah’s detention under the Public Safety Act 
(PSA) as “ex-facie mala fide, for entirely political 
considerations”, his sister Sarah Abdullah Pilot on 
Monday approached the Supreme Court, urging 
it to quash the same. Senior advocate Kapil Sibal, 
appearing for Sarah, mentioned the plea for 
urgent listing before a bench headed by Justice 
N V Ramana. Sibal said a Habeas Corpus petition 
had been filed challenging Omar’s detention and 
the matter should be listed this week. The court 
agreed to list it for hearing.  

The petition said, “It is rare that those who have 
served the nation as Members of Parliament, chief 
ministers, ministers in the Union, and have always 
stood by the national aspirations of India are now 
perceived as a threat to the state.” Grounds on 
which the detention has been ordered are “false 
and illusory to the extent of being non-existent 
and are not grounds within the contemplation” 
of the PSA, it added. “Apart from the obvious fact 
that disagreement with policies of the Central 

government is a lawful right of a citizen in a 
democracy (especially to an Opposition member), 
it is submitted that all such observations were not 
supported by any material – whether in the form 
of social media posts or otherwise,” the petition 

stated. It added that at no point in his “prolific 
political career” has Omar resorted to or indulged 
in conduct unbecoming of a “conscientious public 
figure”. She submitted that Omar had already 
been detained since August 5, 2019.

Omar Abdullah’s sister moves 
Supreme Court to quash PSA on him

New Delhi, Agency. 

The Supreme Court’s decision to 
consider seven questions of law 
touching upon the fundamental 
right to freedom of religion is 
set to push the envelope on the 
idea of reforming personal laws. 
“We have heard the parties at 
length. For reasons to follow, we 
hold that this Court can refer 
questions of law to a larger bench 
in a Review Petition,” a nine-
judge Constitution Bench said 
Monday. It did not indicate when 
a detailed order will be passed. 
One of the seven questions of law 
framed by the court itself is on “the scope and 
extent of the word ‘morality’ under Articles 
25 and 26 of the Constitution of India and 
whether it is meant to include Constitutional 
morality?” A ruling on Constitutional 
morality and the extent to which courts can 
review personal laws and religious rights 
furthers the legal discussion on the Uniform 
Civil Code. The BJP’s call for “one nation, one 
law,” or the Uniform Civil Code, rests on the 
reform of personal laws of all religions. Those 
who endorse the UCC idea have highlighted 
the discriminatory nature of personal laws, 
especially towards women. In 2018, the Law 
Commission, headed by retired Supreme 
Court judge Justice B S Chauhan, had said in a 
white paper that UCC was “neither desirable 
nor possible”. Instead, the Commission had 
recommended amending several personal 
laws in a “piece-meal fashion” to bring 
uniformity in personal laws. In 2016, the 
Law Ministry had asked the Commission 
to examine the feasibility of bringing in the 
UCC. Constitutional morality refers to the 
‘morality’ or the values that is inbuilt in the 
Constitutional structure. Constitutional 
morality, as then Chief Justice of India Dipak 
Misra wrote in his opinion in the Section 
377 verdict, goes beyond the literal text of 
the Constitution and is discerned by a closer 
reading of Constitutional values that every 
individual or law has to follow. 

While legal experts have cautioned 
the court against using this doctrine 
arbitrarily since ‘Constitutional morality’ is 
interpretative, the doctrine has been used 
by judges in many significant cases recently 
including the Sabarimala case, Navtej Singh 
Johar case where the SC decriminalised 
homosexuality, Joseph Shine case in which 
the SC decriminalised adultery to strike down 
laws. In the rulings on triple talaq, Section 
377 and Sabarimala, the court had said that 
religious beliefs and practices must give 
way to Constitutional morality when such 
practices are at odds with liberty, dignity and 

equality of citizens. The doctrine is now also 
being sought to be applied to the question 
of entry of Muslim women into mosques and 
to challenge practices such as nikah-halala 
and polygamy in Islam. The judicially evolved 
doctrine of Constitutional morality was used 
in 2017 by a five-judge bench of the Supreme 
Court which, in a 3-2 verdict, struck down 
triple talaq or talaq-e-biddat. The doctrine 
was discussed by the court in 1954 in the 
landmark Shirur Mutt case where the court 
distinguished between religious activities of 
a temple and secular activities like financial 
management. In this judge-made test, laws 
that are deemed contrary to “Constitutional 
morality” are struck down as unconstitutional. 
In the Section 377 case, the court said that 
laws must comply with Constitutional 
morality and not public morality. The 
doctrine has been applied to cut through 
discriminatory religious practices and remove 
the protection such practices had under the 
fundamental right to freedom of religion. “To 
treat women as children of a lesser god is to 
blink at Constitutional morality,” Justice D Y 
Chandrachud had said in a separate opinion 
in the 2018 Sabarimala verdict. He said 
“the freedom of religion and, likewise, the 
freedom to manage the affairs of a religious 
denomination is subject to and must yield to 
these fundamental notions of constitutional 
morality. In the public law conversations 
between religion and morality, it is the 
overarching sense of constitutional morality 
which has to prevail. While the Constitution 
recognises religious beliefs and faiths, its 
purpose is to ensure a wider acceptance of 
human dignity and liberty as the ultimate 
founding faith of the fundamental text of our 
governance. Where a conflict arises, the quest 
for human dignity, liberty and equality must 
prevail”. He was part of the 4-1 majority that 
struck down the restriction on menstruating 
women from entering the Sabarimala shrine 
on the grounds that it was discriminatory and 
violative of Constitutional morality.

Srinagar, Agency. Kashmir Press Club 
(KPC), the Valley’s largest elected media 
body, Monday said the J&K Police is 
resorting to “intimidation”, “threats”, and 
“summons” to journalists in Kashmir 
and restricting their work since August 
5. After an urgent meeting which was 
attended by representatives of all journalist 
associations in Srinagar, the KPC said in a 
statement the “government is not enabling 
journalists and media to operate freely from 
the Valley since August 5”. “This is evident 
from the prolonged six-month internet 
shutdown in the region since August 5. As 
if that was not enough, physical attacks, 
threats and summons to journalists are 
being employed by security agencies to 
intimidate journalists. In fact, the summons 
and harassment to journalists to Police’s 
counter-insurgency centre (Cargo) in 
Srinagar has become a routine exercise. 
The harassment and questioning of 
journalists in Kashmir on flimsy grounds 
by the J&K Police for their work is, in fact, a 
damning verdict on the appalling condition 
in which media is operating,” it said in a 
strongly-worded statement. The statement 
said that “restrictions on internet” and 
“forcibly seeking undertakings from news 
organizations for allowing limited internet 
access, constant surveillance by police and 
physical attacks and summons all are the 
tools designed and aimed to ensure only 
government-promoted version is heard 
outside”. “However, the meeting today 
made it clear that journalists are within 
their rights to report about the happenings 
from Kashmir impartially and truthfully,” 
the body said. Asking the government to 
stop the practice of summons and attacks 
on journalists, the KPC issued details 
of the incidents who were subjected to 
harassment. When contacted, IGP Kashmir 
Vijay Kumar told The Indian Express 
that journalists would be required to 
appear before the police when called. The 
journalists summoned, questioned, held or 
roughed up by the police, according to KPC, 
include Irfan Amin Malik, Peerzada Ashiq 
of The Hindu, Muzamil Mattoo, a freelance 
photojournalist, Azaan Javaid of The Print, 
Anees Zargar of Newsclick,Bashaarat 
Masood of The Indian Express, Hakeem 
Irfan of The Economic Times), Safwat 
Zargar of Scroll, Naseer Ganai of Outlook 
and Haroon Nabi.

SC to consider questions of law: May push 
the envelope on personal law reform, UCC

Kashmir Press Club 
Police intimidating us

Gender ratio in Bengal’s higher 
education institutes improved 
in last decade : Mamata

BJP issues three-line whip 
to Rajya Sabha MPs

The Sabarimala reference 
to the nine-judge Bench 

followed the September 19, 
2019 decision of a five-judge 

Bench, headed by then CJI 
Ranjan Gogoi, to keep review 

petitions, challenging its 
September 28, 2018.
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Absolute Barbecues Opens its first ‘Wish 
Grill’ Restaurant in Noida Sector-62

Noida Correspondent. 

Leading Barbecue Restaurant chain, 
Absolute Barbecues (AB’s), opened its 
39th restaurant at Ground floor, Plot No 
-08, B Block, Noida One Building, Sector- 
62 Noida, Gautam Buddha Nagar, Uttar 
Pradesh, 201309, on Friday. With this, 
AB’s has made its 02nd foray in NCR, 
as they have presence of one Outlet in 
Gurugram as well.  Absolute Barbecues 
is well known for its unique ‘Wish Grill’ 
concept which provides its customers 
a Do-It-Yourself (DIY) experience. AB’s, 
which started in 2013, is already a well-
known brand in the barbecue space 
with presence in 14 cities in India with 
multiple footprints. The company runs 
two restaurants in Dubai as well. “It has 
always been our endeavour to reach out 
to our customers. Noida Sec 62 was in 
our radar for a long time as we were 
getting serious trade inquiries from 
our guests in Gurugram, Hyderabad, 
Bangalore and Pune. We are happy to 
have finally arrived in Noida Sec 62 and 
I am confident that with the exemplary 
food and services we would be the 
most sought-after barbecue restaurant 

in the city soon,” said Mr Ashish Rai 
Operations Head India, Absolute 
Barbecues, on Friday. Absolute 
Barbecues introduced the unique 
concept of ‘Wish Grill’ which caught 
the fancy of the customers with the 
new style of barbecuing clubbed with 
fun and frolic, and thereby promoting 
the concept of Do-It-Yourself cuisine. 
AB’s take the adventure of barbecuing 
and excitement to all new heights, 
where you, your choices, your palate 
will be celebrated like never before. 
AB’s is a place dedicated to you and 
your friend, family and your favourite 

people around. With a large variety of 
exotic meats on the Wish Grill clubbed 
with Brazilian Churrasco, and an 
unending variety of starters followed 
by a cold stone creamery, AB’s is a place 
for everyone who seeks happiness 
and celebration with food and drinks. 
Absolute Barbeques in Noida Sector 
62 has a seating capacity of 130 guests 
which can be booked for any occasion 
and celebration. AB’s have a unique 
way of celebrating the birthdays and 
anniversaries and it always helped 
them to keep the momentum of the 
place high and vibrant always.

New Delhi Correspondent. 

HUNDREDS OF students of Delhi 
University’s Gargi College came out 
in protest Monday to demand action 
against outsiders who forcibly entered 
their campus and allegedly groped 
students during a college festival last 
week. Students of the all-women’s college 
recalled a nightmarish afternoon as they 
spoke of dozens of men breaching security 
and sexually harassing them. 

The incident took place on February 
6 the third day of the college’s annual 
festival, Reverie. On Monday afternoon, an 
FIR was lodged by college authorities after 
pressure from students. DCP (South) Atul 
Kumar Thakur said, “We have received a 
complaint from college authorities and 
an FIR under sections of trespassing, 
assault of women, and outraging 
women’s modesty has been registered 
at Hauz Khas police station.” The case is 
being investigated by Inspector Pratibha 
Sharma, posted with the Crimes Against 
Women Cell of the south district, under 
supervision of Additional DCP (South) 

Gitanjali Khandelwal. “We have recovered 
CCTV footage from the college, efforts 
are on to identify the accused,” said a 
police officer. Students skipped classes 
on Monday and gathered inside the 
campus, demanding accountability and 
action from college authorities, who, they 
alleged, have remained indifferent since 
the incident. On February 8, officiating 
principal Promila Kumar had told The 
Indian Express that they had not received 
any complaint. “The event was open for 
boys studying in other colleges of Delhi 
University. We had police, commandos 
and bouncers on the campus, and staff 
were also on duty. 

New Delhi Correspondent. 

As many as 2,885 passengers who travelled to China between 
January 15 and February 8 are currently under observation, 
after they developed suspected symptoms of novel 
coronavirus (nCoV). Of these, 10 have been hospitalised and 
the rest have been advised to remain in isolation at home. As 
per data provided by the Immigration Department of Delhi 
government, 758 passengers are still untraceable. “The data 
was provided by the Immigration Department; we bifurcated 
the numbers on the basis of 11 districts in Delhi. The highest 
number of passengers are 
from West Delhi, followed 
by South and North West 
Delhi. We conducted a door-
to-door survey to identify 
and track these passengers,” 
said Satyendra Singh, special 
secretary (health), Delhi 
government. The new strain 
of coronavirus originated 
in Wuhan, China. Common signs of infection include 
respiratory symptoms, fever, cough, shortness of breath and 
breathing difficulties. In more severe cases, the infection 
can cause pneumonia, severe acute respiratory syndrome, 
kidney failure, and even death. As per the WHO, the standard 
recommendations to prevent infection include regular 
washing of hands, covering the mouth and nose when 
coughing and sneezing, and avoiding close contact with 
anyone showing symptoms of respiratory illness such as 
coughing and sneezing. In Delhi, a total of 26,257 passengers 
have been screened for the virus so far, with 4,045 people 
being screened at the Delhi Airport on Monday. Data 
prepared by the health department states that 57 people 
are under observation till date, of which 38 went to Ram 
Manohar Lohia Hospital and 19 to Safdarjung Hospital. 

Amid coronavirus scare : Delhi health dept 
tracks 2,885 people who travelled to China

Chanchal Singh, New Delhi

Even as celebrations and jubilation broke 
out at Aam Aadmi Party headquarters, with 
trends showing the Arvind Kejriwal-led party 
returning to power for a second term, there 
was palpable gloom within the Congress amid 
signals that the party may draw a blank again 
in the Delhi Assembly elections. Congress 
floor leader in the Lok Sabha Adhir Ranjan 
Chowdhury glossed over the party’s poor 
performance and instead said the people 
of Delhi had chosen development over BJP. 
Calling the Delhi Assembly elections a fight 
between “a giant and a pygmy”, Chowdhury 
said AAP was winning the capital contest 
despite BJP using all its might to wrest power. 
“The common people have decided they will 
choose either BJP or AAP. It’s a vote for the 
development agenda. The entire government, 
along with all its entire machinery, had 
been deployed in Delhi to win this election. 
From PM to grassroots workers, it’s been a 
fight between a giant and a pygmy and the 

pygmy has won,” PTI quoted Chowdhury as 
saying. Meanwhile, Delhi Congress president 
Subhash Chopra blamed the polarisation 
politics of BJP and AAP for the party’s debacle 
in the elections while taking responsibility 
for the performance. “I take responsibility 

for the party’s performance, we 
will analyse the factors behind 
this. Reason for the drop in our 
vote percentage is politics of 
polarisation by both BJP and 
AAP,” he told reporters. Latest 
trends show that the party will 
face a similar fate like in the 2015 
elections, where it failed to open 
its account. Congress, which ruled 
Delhi for three terms from 1998 
to 2013 with Sheila Dikshit at 
the helm, campaigned around the 
development work that happened 
during the late CM’s tenure. 
Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister 
Kamal Nath said Congress was 

already aware of its fate in Delhi. “We were 
already aware of it. The question is what 
happened to BJP which was making big 
claims?” Nath said. Congress, which got just 
10% of votes in 2015, saw its share dip to 
below 5 per cent in the 2020 elections.

Vijay Kumar, New Delhi

HEARING PETITIONS against the anti-CAA protests at 
Shaheen Bagh, the Supreme Court said on Monday that 
protests must be held in “identified areas” and protesters 
cannot block public roads and cause inconvenience to 
others. “You cannot block public roads. There cannot be 
indefinite period of protest in such an area. If you want to 
protest, it has to be in an area identified for protest,” said 
a bench comprising Justices S K Kaul and K M Joseph. “You 
cannot create inconvenience for the people,” it said. 
“There’s a law enacted, and challenge to it is 
pending in the Court. It’s fine that some 
people may want to protest. The protests 
have gone on for many days… There 
must be an area where you can protest. 
It cannot be held wherever one wants. It 
has to be in identified area… Otherwise 
people will go and protest anywhere,” said 
Justice Kaul, adding that protests cannot be 
held at the cost of the citizens’ interests.
The court was hearing petitions filed by Advocate Amit 
Sahni and Delhi BJP leader Nand Kishore Garg on the 
traffic disruption due to the protests. “There cannot be 
an indefinite protest in such an area… There must be 
an area where you can protest,” said Justice Kaul. As 
Advocate Mehmood Pracha, appearing for Bhim Army 
chief Chandrasekhar Azad, sought to intervene, Justice 
Joseph asked, “Can you block a public road?” “You can’t do 

that even in a park,” said Justice Kaul. The bench, however, 
said it would like to hear the state before passing any 
order. Issuing notices to the Centre, Delhi government and 
Delhi Police, it posted the matter for further hearing on 
February 17. Advocate Shashank Deo Sudhi, appearing for 
Garg, urged the court to pass an interim direction, saying 
people have been facing difficulties for several days now. 
The bench, however, declined the request. “If you have 
waited for over 50 days, you can wait for some more days,” 

it said. In his appeal. Sahni sought to know “whether 
the protesters have unrestricted rights under 

Article 19 of the Constitution of India to 
protest on a busy road in violation of other 

person’s right to have a thoroughfare 
and whether such protests can be 
permitted to continue especially when 
a particular road is blocked for over a 

month”. He said that while “there is no 
quarrel with the proposition that everyone 

has a right to protest, the same is subject to 
reasonable restrictions, which can be imposed 

looking into the larger public interest”. “The public at large 
is facing huge inconvenience/ hardship as the said road is 
blocked since 15-12-2019 and the residents, shopkeepers, 
children and patients are facing extreme difficulties,” he 
said. Sahni had earlier approached the Delhi High Court, 
seeking directions to the Delhi Police to ensure smooth 
traffic flow on the Kalindi Kunj-Shaheen Bagh stretch. The 
HC had asked the police to look into the matter. 

Congress fails to open account, Delhi chief 
blames polarisation politics of AAP, BJP

Supreme Court on Shaheen Bagh: Protests 
cannot block road, cause inconvenience

‘I love you’: In Kejriwal’s victory 
speech, echoes of AAP’s ‘new politics’

Mukesh Kumar Thakur, New Delhi. 

Electricity, education and healthcare all 
found a mention in Chief Minister Arvind 
Kejriwal’s victory speech, in which he 
thanked the people of Delhi for handing 
AAP a massive win, and told them, “I love 
you”. But as significant as what the CM said 
was what he did not say: The speech did 
not target the BJP or its leaders, who have 
over the past month repeatedly targeted 
Kejriwal. This is in line with Kejriwal’s new 
approach to politics, where he has tried to 
keep the focus on governance and avoid 
direct confrontations with opponents. 
Even when BJP leaders had called him a 
terrorist, Kejriwal’s response was aimed 
not at them but at the public he told Delhi 
voters to pick the BJP if they considered 
him a terrorist, and choose him if they 
considered him their son. 

The speech also had clues on what the 
next five years have in store for Delhi: 
Schools and mohalla clinics will continue 
to be priorities for the AAP government. 
In his interview to The Indian Express, 
Kejriwal had recently said that while 

a beginning had been made in these 
fields, much was left to be done. Know 

how contestants fighting it out on key 
constituencies in Delhi fared The speech 

also had a personal touch, with the CM 
telling the crowd that his family were his 
biggest supporters, and that it was his 
wife Sunita’s birthday today. He also said 
Lord Hanuman had blessed Delhi on an 
auspicious Tuesday, and ended the speech 
with chants of Inquilab Zindabad, Bharat 
Mata Ki Jai and Vande Mataram. He also 
reiterated a line he has used repeatedly 
over the course of his campaign: That 
Delhi has given birth to a new kind of 
politics, which could be emulated across 
the country. Just days earlier, when asked 
whether someone like him could play a 
role on the national stage, Kejriwal had 
told The Indian Express: “Actually, I am not 
important. AAP is not important. What is 
important is that the people of Delhi have 
given birth to a new kind of politics today. 
Five years ago, they gave an opportunity 
to a completely new party, which was 
unexpected. And today, five years later, if 
they vote for work, it will be a new kind of 
politics and ideology. Other governments 
and other parties will start to work as well. 
They will also feel that if they work, bigger 
forces will bow down and weaken.”

Sexual harassment at Gargi College 
FIR filed after protest by students

New Delhi Correspondent. 

Much was said and heard about Shaheen Bagh during 
the Delhi Assembly election campaign. On results day, 
Shaheen Bagh has chosen its own way to give out its 
message silence. On the morning of February 11, the 
road leading up to the protest site is lined with people 
carrying placards. “Today’s protest is silent. We don’t 
support any political party,” the posters read. As TV crews 
arrive and start setting up cameras, protesters walk up 
to them, pointing to the placards taped to their bodies. 
There’s some discussion about one byte, just one, but the 
protesters are firm. They shake their heads, refusing to 
open their mouth. Inside the tent, women are sitting in 
rows, holding similar placards “Today is a silent protest. 
We are against police brutality. We don’t support any 
political party.” One man approaches the mediapersons 
milling around. “You can shoot, click pictures. But the 
protesters won’t speak to you today.” Why? “Words 
can be twisted. This protest is not about opposing or 
supporting any one political party. We don’t want anyone 
to get the wrong message today. We won’t allow either 
the victors or the losers to manipulate us,” the man says. 
Inside, there’s some commotion. Two girls are arguing. 
“Can’t I ask her to move? I have to speak for that,” a voice 
rises. She’s promptly shushed. Many women have news 
channels open on their phones, but on mute. The faces 
are tense, manners terse. Outside, people are gathering 
in batches. One such group is huddled around a phone, 
watching poll results. “It’s great that the protesters have 
decided not to speak today. Our movement has nothing 
to do with any political party. No politician has spoken 
up for us. In a democracy, we have to vote for someone. 
But that doesn’t mean we support everything that party 
stands for,” says Mohammed Wasim, a local resident. Are 
they worried about the results? “We are as concerned as 
any citizen in a democracy. The most powerful political 
party chose to fight this election making a group of 
citizens its prime opponent. We are under fire anyway. 
But if this kind of politics wins, everyone should be 
worried,” says Shain, standing near Wasim.

Wasim is being called to the police station regularly 
these days. “I spoke to some mediapersons, they showed 
me on TV. The police seem to have recognised me from 
that. But we don’t need to hide. We aren’t doing anything 
wrong. I am happy to report at the police station,” says 
Wasim. Wasim’s teenaged cousin was beaten up at the 
Jamia Millia Islamia protest yesterday, he says. “Not just 
his cousin, other children from the area too. Again, no 
political party has done anything for us, but we know 
whom the police reports to,” Shain says. He calls out to 
some kids nearby. “Yes, the police twisted my hand. I fell 
down when they pushed us, I hurt my foot. Others have 
worse injuries. But I will go to Jamia again. I will keep 
coming here too,” says Khushboo, a chirpy 14-year-old. Is 
she following the poll results? “Yes, on my friend Zoya’s 
phone.” Did the negative comments about Shaheen Bagh 
before the elections worry them? “We are not scared of 
them. In fact, their statements show they are rattled by 
us,” says Khushboo. Zoya, quieter than her friend, speaks 
up: “I hope the election results today tell the BJP what 
people of Delhi think of us, and of them.” A little way 
further is a tea stall. Here too, people are following the 

results. “The BJP will win, I can give it to you in writing,” 
says the tea seller. “He’s trying not to jinx the results, 
totaka hai,” a customer grins.

“The BJP will lose. Amit Shah thinks he is Baahubali’s 
son, but the people will show him,” says 22-year-old Fazl. 
“He’s the reason the protesters have been asked to stay 
quiet today,” the tea seller rolls his eyes. Zubair, Mukee 
and Sameer Khan are at the tea stall. “It’s better to talk to 
people here. Here, we are just individuals. The moment 
we step inside the tent, we are linked to a cause. That 
cause is independent of any political party. I wouldn’t talk 
to you today if you met me inside,” says Zubair. Kejriwal 
hasn’t exactly come out in support of the protests. Nor 
did he counter the BJP’s relentless targetting. Are people 
upset about that? “Kejriwal was being diplomatic. We 
understand that. And he has worked for Delhi. At the end 
of the day, that’s what you want from your government,” 
says Mukee. “CAA and NRC anyway aren’t something a 
state government can fix. It’s good Kejriwal didn’t try 
to gain mileage from a movement that has nothing to 
do with him,” says Sameer Khan. Suddenly, someone 
says Amanatullah Khan is trailing in Okhla, the seat that 
houses Shaheen Bagh. “BJP will never win from here. 
And that’s a choice they have made, not us. They didn’t 
even try any outreach here,” says Zubair. Inside the tent, 
the crowd has swelled. Men have joined the women in 
neat rows. Now, along with placards, people have black 
clothes around their mouths. In a corner, more placards 
are being prepared. Phones have been kept away. The 
atmosphere seems more relaxed than in the morning. 
Every attempt by mediapersons for comment is being 
met with polite but firm shakes of the head. “Our fight 
is beyond one election. Please understand that,” a man 
holds up a scribble on a postcard. Just outside, however, 
the restraint is not quite as strong. “Is Kejriwal coming 
back?” a boy selling the national flags asks. Answered 
in the affirmative, he does a little jig. “Don’t take that 
to mean we are only against the BJP or fully behind one 
party,” Mohammad Sameer, who answered the boy’s 
question, says. “Kejriwal has at least not tried to divide 
people. Whatever work he has done  schools, hospitals, 
bill waivers  are for people of every community. The 
BJP has singled Muslims out as the enemy. Don’t they 
understand it will only hurt the country?” says Sameer. 
By now, a crowd has gathered. An elderly man says: “Do 
you ever remember a poll campaign where one group of 
people was so viciously, consistently demonised? More 
than its political opponents, the BJP was fighting us.” 

Shaheen Bagh on results day  
Silent protest, loud message
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A State can have reasons to discriminate among non-citizens
Shiv Narayan Dhingra

By the Citizenship Amendment Act 2019, 
a proviso has been added to section 2 (1)
(b) of Citizenship Act 1955, modifying the 
definition of illegal migrants and specifying 
that the persons belonging to Hindu, Sikh, 
Buddist, Jain, Parsi or Christian community 
from Afghanistan, Bangladesh and Pakistan, 
who entered India on or before 31.12.2014, 
were not to be treated as illegal migrants, if 
exempted by the central government. Section 
6 (b) has been added in the Citizenship 
Act for grant of citizenship to such persons 
on fulfillment of certain conditions and 
restrictions as prescribed.

Section 6 of the Citizenship Act 1955 
otherwise provides for citizenship by 
naturalisation of a category of persons as 
per the provisions of the 3rd schedule of 
the Act. The purpose of enacting Citizenship 
Amendment Act 2019 is to give citizenship 
by naturalisation to the persons of such 
communities, who faced persecution in three 
neighbouring countries because of them 
belonging to said communities. It has to be 
kept in mind that these communities are 
minority communities in three neighbouring 
Islamic countries. The persons of above 
minority communities, now living in India, 
were made to flee from these countries due 
to fundamentalism, intolerance and torture 
on the ground of religion: Blasphemy laws 
in these countries are so rigid that the onus 
of proving innocence lies on the accused and 
not the complainant. A student can lodge a 
complaint with the police that his teacher 
committed blasphemy by not properly 
interpreting the religious scriptures or 
showing the religious scriptures in bad light. 
It is not a secret that in many such cases, 
in these neighbouring countries, people 
have lost their lives at the hands of violent 
crowds. The punishment for blasphemy is 
death. The terror in the minds of minority 
communities — of being implicated in false 
cases of blasphemy has come to light in many 
instances. The USA and other European 
countries have been using strong-arm tactics 
against harassment of Christian communities 
in these countries, especially in Pakistan, and 
have ensured that members of the Christian 
community who face blasphemy get proper 
legal help. However, the fear is so much 
that Pakistani lawyers appearing on behalf 
of such accused have faced threats to life. 
Minority communities have been decimated 
in these countries either by killing them or 
by converting them forcibly to Islam. The 
problem of granting citizenship to those who 
had taken shelter in India was pending for 
long. Almost all political parties at different 
times had expressed their concern for these 
communities and advocated for granting 
citizenship to them. However, since the advent 
of coalition governments in India, no political 
party in power had the courage to bring such 
a law, lest it affect their vote bank. After this 
law was passed recently by the Parliament, 
those very political parties, who in the past 
had been advocating for citizenship to these 
minority communities, started opposing it in 
the name of secularism. The word secular has 
not been defined in the Constitution of India. 
Article 15 is the first article in the Constitution 
which mandates that the State shall not 
discriminate against any citizen on ground of 
religion, race, caste, sex or place of birth. The 
mandate given to states is in respect of citizens 
that the citizens of this country cannot be 
subjected to any disability or discrimination 
on the grounds of religion, race, caste or 
place of birth. The Constitution has not 

mandated that non-citizens also cannot 
be discriminated against on the grounds 
of religion, race or caste. A State can have 
reasons to discriminate among non-citizens. 
These reasons may be various and one may 
be the security of the State. India has been 
facing terrorism from across the border for 
decades. This terrorism in India is primarily 
sponsored terrorism by the neighbouring 
state: Some terrorist organisations based 
in Pakistan have proclaimed their goal of 
establishing an Islamic fundamental order 
in India. This goal is openly pronounced in 
the meetings of terrorist organisations. The 
sole motive of these terrorist organisations 
is to establish Islam’s rule in India and to 
crush all other religions and communities 
and subjugate them. Afghanistan is fighting 
a bitter battle against terrorists who have the 
support of Pakistan. Terrorist organisations 
in Bangladesh also get support from Pakistan. 
This is good enough reason for the Indian State 
to deny naturalisation of illegal migrants/
infiltrators belonging to the majority religion 
of these neighbouring countries. Secularism 
in the Constitution is spread over its different 
articles. The word secular in the preamble 
was not present when the Constitution was 
framed. Indian secularism is based on equal 
respect for all religions of the citizens of 
India, that is the Indian concept of “Sarva 
Dharama Savabhav”. Based on this concept of 
secularism, an attempt was made in the 45th 
Amendment Bill of the Constitution to define 
secularism. This definition could not be 
adopted by Parliament because of inadequate 
support in Rajya Sabha. The definition read  
the expression secular Republic meant that 
there was equal respect for all religions. 
Interestingly, the Congress party in opposition 
at that time opposed the adaptation 
of the definition introduced vide 45th 
Constitutional Amendment Bill 1993. This 
amendment proposed to insert a new Article 
28(a) reading “the State shall have equal 
respect for all religions”. Despite the Indian 
State being a proclaimed secular state in view 
of the various articles of the Constitution, the 
central and state governments, right from 
independence, did not profess secularism 
even in making laws. What was needed was 
to separate religion from the civil rights of 
the citizens. The Constitution had mandated 
enacting a Uniform Civil Code which would 
have protected all the citizens, irrespective 
of their caste, creed and religion in respect 
of their civil rights. It would have left them 
free to profess any religious practices in 
respect of worship of God, Deities, Prophets 
or Holy Books, adopting any ritualistic 
practices in their worship, provided the 
rituals did not interfere with the rights of 
other citizens. However, instead of framing 
UCC for all citizens of India just like the 
Uniform Criminal Code which treats as 
equals all citizens of India, the governments 
went on to regulate the practices associated 

with Hindu community and made significant 
changes in the Hindu personal laws. It is 
not that these changes were not required 
but similar changes were equally required 
to be made for all citizens of this country, 
irrespective of their religion. While the state 
took steps in respect of Hindus, it did not take 
similar steps of enacting progressive laws in 
respect of Muslims and Christians and even 
when the courts tried to give such rights to 
followers of Muslim faith, the government at 
the Centre overturned the decision because it 
enjoyed majority in the legislature. The word 
secularism was present in the preamble when 
the Shah Bano ruling given by the Supreme 
Court was overturned by Parliament. The 
principle of secularism is there in the 
Constitution from the very beginning. Non-
framing of the UCC by Parliament defeated the 
very concept of secularism. The first step to be 
taken by the legislature towards secularism is 
enacting UCC. The developments until now 
have exposed the sham secularism of the 
contemporary politicians, the governments 
and the legislature. Therefore, the State 
has, from the beginning, been accused of 
showing undue protection of even the most 
foul practices of minority religions and 
interference with the majority community 
at will. The propagators of secularism have 
been using the word only as a tool for vote 
mopping: Their real credentials have never 
been secular. Article 14 of the Constitution 
mandates the State equality before law for 
every person. Article 14 is not qualified 
by the word citizen, whereas Article 15 is 
qualified by the word citizen and mandates 
that the State shall not discriminate against 
any citizen only on the ground of religion, 
race, caste and sex. While interpreting Article 
14 as early as in 1953 in Satish Chandra Vs. 
UOI (AIR 1953 SC 250), the SC stated that 
the guiding principle of Article 14 was that 
persons and things similarly circumstanced 
shall be treated alike. 

The provisions of Constitution do not 
forbid different treatment of unequal: 
The rule is that like should be treated 
as like and unlike should be treated 
differently. Uniform treatment of unequals 
is as bad as unequal treatment of equals 
(AIR 1989 SC 88). As stated earlier, the 
position of minority communities in all the 
neighbouring countries and the position of 
Muslims in the same countries has never 
been equal and the minority communities 
there have consistently suffered at the 
hands of the majority community. The 
Indian statute book is full of instances 
of special legislation applying only to a 
particular class or group. Discrimination 
on the ground of caste and sex has often 
been approved by the Supreme Court if it is 
done as positive action by the legislature to 
protect the groups or to undo the historical 
injustice. Despite Article 15 (I) mandating 
that there shall be no discrimination on 
the ground of religion, race, caste, sex and 
place of birth etc. Article 15(IV) mandates 
that the State has a right of making special 
provisions for advancing any socially or 
educationally backward classes. The State 
has been making laws preferring women 
over men or making special laws for 
securing protection for certain sections 
of the society on the ground of historical 
injustice done to such communities. The 
State has full authority to pass a law to undo 
injustice done to minority communities of 
neighbouring countries, who have sought 
refuge within its borders. The Indian 
Constitution meticulously lays down the 
power of the State and the Union. 

Hakim Ajmal Khan (1868-1927), born on February 
11 in Delhi in a family of hakims, was an exceptional 
healer, a freedom fighter, and the founder of Ayurveda 
and Unani Tibbia College in Delhi and the Jamia Millia 
Islamia. His contributions led to his birthday being 
declared Unani Day. The Tibbia College was envisaged 
to strengthen indigenous scientific content and 
practice of Ayurveda and Unani by bringing them into 
one institution. The evolution of Unani medicine itself 
has been as a syncretic science. It draws its roots and 
name from ancient Greek physicians and philosophers, 
Hippocrates and Galen, also the acknowledged roots 
of modern medicine in Europe. Greek knowledge 
was absorbed and preserved by the Arabs through 
translation of Hippocratic and Galenic texts into 
Arabic (and later into Latin, making them accessible to 
Europe). The Persian scientist-philosopher Ibn Sina was 
next in chronology to contribute much to this medical 
tradition. Translations into Persian expanded its reach. 
Scientific growth of medicine in the Muslim world 
between 8th and 15th centuries was in keeping with 
the original Greek humoral theories of bodily functions 
and their imbalance as cause of disease. A large body 
of preventive, promotive, therapeutic and palliative 
(lifestyle, medicinal and surgical) knowledge emerged. 
It reached India in the 11th century, receiving patronage 
since the 13th century from the Delhi sultanate to later 
Mughal rulers and nawabs. The then practising hakims’ 
research on local health problems, medicinal plants and 
methods for preparation of medicines, and interaction 
with the vaids, led to generation of an Indian version of 
Unani. Translations from Arabic and Persian to Sanskrit 
and vice-versa was also undertaken, as was translation 
into Gurmukhi, Tamil, Malayalam and other Indian 
languages. Besides treatment of common ailments, 
Indianised Unani medicine is especially known for 
its contributions to the knowledge of toxicology, for 
effective cures in urological and skin diseases, among 
others. Unani remains alive in practice on the Indian 
subcontinent. As reported in 2017, there are in India 
264 hospitals, over 1,500 dispensaries, 201 colleges 
and almost 50,000 registered Unani practitioners. The 
Traditional Knowledge Digital Library set up by Centre 
in 2001 includes 98,700 Unani formulations. Important 
to recognise is the value of the scientific approach of 
Unani that is diagnostic, prognostic and holistic, with a 
stated syncretic developmental approach. All sciences 
grow by interacting with and assimilating from other 
knowledges, but most do not actively acknowledge 
this, instead claiming a superiority and universality of 
application. Historically, medicine and its effectiveness 
has been one route to assertion of cultural superiority 
and political legitimacy. However, Unani demonstrated 
a scientific humility by retaining the name that 
acknowledges its roots. When the first Unani Education 
Committee was set up in 1964 by the Government of 
India to formulate a shuddha (pure) Unani curriculum, 
members argued that “purity” is unscientific and 
undesirable. It was said: “The appellation ‘Unani’ 
(Greek or Ionian) has been retained by promoters of 
this system of medicine, the Arabs, and the Persians as 
an honest acknowledgment of their indebtedness and 
a tribute to the great Greek philosophers who were 
originators of the basic principles of this system… as 
well as of the modern system of medicine. Though the 
Arabs contributed extensively and made substantial 
advances by hard work and extensive researches and 
experiments, they continued to call it Unani. Later on 
in India, the hakims, made, during the Mughal period, 
extensive researches to adapt it to local conditions 
and took much from Ayurvedic practice, but still, 
they continued to call it Unani, although in reality it 
became an Indianised Unani system.” To strengthen 
this knowledge system, the Committee suggested 
admitting undergraduate students immediately after 
school for a Pre-Tibb curriculum of two-years and then 
a four-and-a-half year curriculum of Unani medicine 
and surgery; research including “research on the 
fundamental principles and basic theories of Unani 
system of medicine, such as temperament, the humoral 
theory and Tabiat Mudabra-Badan (natural healing 
powers); and rights, status and privileges for Unani 
practitioners equal to their Allopathic counterparts.” 
We still have a way to go on each of these. 
 -Vijay Kumar

The grounds on which the government has invoked 
the draconian Public Safety Act against former chief 
ministers Omar Abdullah and Mehbooba Mufti read like 
a fake WhatsApp forward. But the Union Home Ministry, 
no less, has peddled this misinformation to keep the 
two politicians in extended detention, raising serious 
questions about the bona fides of decisions taken by 
those in charge of the country’s internal security. The 
material on which the two chief ministers have been 
charged is essentially based on statements made on and 
off social media, and actions taken by the two former chief 
ministers, plucked out of context, and presented as proof 
of their separatist credentials. For instance, Abdullah’s 
ability “to convince his electorate to vote in huge 
numbers” is being held against him, for the purported 
reason that it shows he “enjoys the support of gullible 
masses”. Leave aside the evident contempt for people 
who elect politicians to power, the government seems to 
forget that it was the National Conference and the PDP 
that provided credibility to India’s decision, from 1996 
onward, to demonstrate to the world that it could hold 
elections in J&K, even those that were flawed, as a snub to 
separatism and the designs of Pakistan. The case against 
Mufti is as, if not even more, absurd, embellished with 
comparisons to a medieval queen for “her dangerous and 
insidious machinations and usurping profile and nature”. 
Mufti’s tweets and statements, conveying to the BJP, her 
then willing partner in the ruling coalition, that India 
would be left with no friends in Kashmir if Articles 370 
and 35A were revoked, have also been twisted and taken 
out of their political context. It increasingly appears that 
the government has no plan for Kashmir that can be 
democratically or transparently implemented, and 
that it is counting on “national security”, or purported 
threats to it, to justify all actions. The J&K High Court 
has as good as abdicated its role by declaring last 
week it was “not a proper forum to scrutinise the 
merits of administrative decision to detain a person”. 
With this, the court, which even earlier quashed PSA 
cases only on procedural grounds, has effectively 
removed itself as the main remedy. Abdullah’s sister 
has petitioned the Supreme Court on the PSA cases 
against the former chief minister, but the court’s track 
record does not offer confidence.

Syncretic systems like Unani 
offer lessons for sustainable, 

effective healthcare

A bizarre case

 Radha Kumar

Last week, Jammu and Kashmir’s draconian 
Public Safety Act (PSA) was slapped on two 
more former chief ministers, Omar Abdullah 
and Mehbooba Mufti, as well as half a dozen 
other state political leaders. The charges 
against them, as revealed by the media, are 
clearly absurd and, in the case of Mufti, even 
vulgar. Omar Abdullah and Ali Mohammad 
Sagar, for example, are accused of being 
able to bring people out to vote “even at the 
height of militancy” (sic), which, the charges 
go on to say, gives them the capacity to 
incite protests against the voiding of Article 
370. More shocking still, Mufti is called 
Daddy’s girl and Kota Rani (whose perfervid 
imagination applied those terms, I wonder?). 

In 2011, when our group of interlocutors 
wrote our report, we recommended the 
removal or amendment of the PSA. “The 
Act’s sweeping powers,” we said, “make it 
open to misuse”. The main problems with 
the PSA, we found, were under Chapter 
IV (power to make orders detaining 
certain persons), Section 8 (detention of 
certain persons). This section provides 
a vast number of reasons for detention, 
ranging from “promoting, propagating, or 
attempting to create, feelings of enmity 
or hatred or disharmony on grounds of 
religion, race, caste, community, or region” 
to incitement, instigation, abetment and 
actual commission of such acts, and leaves 
it to district collectors or district magistrates 
to decide, giving a 12-day period within 
which an advisory board has to approve 
the detention. Pointing out that the PSA 
does not distinguish between minor and 
major offences, allowing detention for up 
to one year for disturbance of public order 
and two years for actions “prejudicial to the 
security of the State”, we had argued that 
“the detention period should range from one 
week for minor offences to one month for 
major offences, but no longer. Assuming that 
actions ‘prejudicial to the security of the State’ 
constitute far graver offences, three months’ 
detention should be ample for proceeding 
to trial. Juveniles should not be held under 
the PSA at all.” The Jammu and Kashmir 

Reorganisation Act, passed by Parliament 
last year, nullified over 150 state Acts but 
kept the PSA, which is more draconian than 
the all-India detention legislation, even the 
Unlawful Activities Prevention Act. Now 
that the state has become a union territory, 
why has the PSA not been brought in line 
with the all-India legislation? Defending his 
administration’s unilateral actions of August 
2019 in Parliament, the prime minister 
and most of his cabinet stated loudly and 
repeatedly that the voiding of Article 370 
would bring in a new golden age in Jammu 
and Kashmir, including the extension of all 
rights under the Indian Constitution to the 
state. Six months on, detentions, denial and 
obstruction of communication continue, the 
state’s economy has lost thousands of crores, 
and now we are told that the state’s top 
political leaders are a threat to security on 
the basis of unfounded allegations. This too 
the PM defended last week in Parliament, 
asking members rhetorically if they could 

accept Abdullah’s alleged statement that 
the voiding of Article 370 would be an 
earthquake dividing the state from India (the 
statement was taken from a satirical fake 
news site). To their shame, the bulk of our 
MPs thumped “no”. Even had the statement 
not been fake, the prediction of calamity 
ensuing from an action is not a crime of any 
sort. If it was then we would have jailed all 
the astrologers of India, including those 
consulted by our politicians. Or is that to 
come too? There is a stark contrast between 
the PSA against Abdullah and Mufti on the 
one hand and, on the other, the Narendra 
Modi administration’s complacence 
when its own ministers and MPs make 
incendiary statements accusing critics of 
being terrorists and calling for violence. 
Admittedly, successive governments have 
suspected the political leaders of J&K, 
starting with the arrest of Sheikh Abdullah, 
but after that fateful period no chief minister 
has been detained, let alone under the 

PSA. Sadly, the enormity of detaining chief 
ministers and almost the entire legislature 
of a state was marked by only token protests 
in Parliament and the rest of India. Perhaps 
it is our just deserts, certainly it is ironic, 
that what used to be a special dilution of law 
for “disturbed areas” such as Jammu and 
Kashmir now appears to extend across the 
country. Students are accused of sedition, 
as are citizens protesting the Citizenship 
Amendment Act (CAA). A comedian has 
been banned by several airlines, against the 
advice of the concerned pilot but on a tweet 
by the aviation minister. School children are 
being interrogated and a school principal 
arrested for a play criticising the CAA. 

And these are only a few instances of the 
daily acts of state suppression of dissent in 
our country. The message from our current 
government is clear: Any dissent  even that 
which is only suggested  will be harshly 
punished. Yet dissent is the lifeblood of any 
democracy, as our Constitution and courts 
underline (the latter rather selectively, alas). 
Alarmingly, the institutions that should act 
as a check on the executive are in retreat. 
Parliament barely debates legislation 
brought by the Modi administration and the 
Opposition appears unable to unite even to 
amend. The courts are divided: While some 
judges, as in the Gauhati and Delhi high 
courts, have upheld the right to dissent, the 
Supreme Court has taken note of one baby’s 
tragic death at Shaheen Bagh, which should 
have been prevented, to ask whether all 
parents should be prevented from bringing 
children to protest sites. The President, who 
could have checked the governor’s abuse of 
power in J&K, and who surely knew better 
of Gandhi’s views than to allow the inclusion 
of a statement that the CAA fulfilled Gandhi’s 
dream in his address to Parliament, did not 
intervene. The Modi administration has 
now labelled dissent as sedition in J&K. Its 
supporters have followed suit by extending 
the label to all dissent in our country. 
With over four years to go under this 
administration, will anyone dare to dissent 
by the time our next election comes along? 
From Jammu and Kashmir to the rest of 
India, the darkness continues to grow.

Govt sends a chilling message by slapping the 
PSA on Omar Abdullah and Mehbooba Mufti
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Lahore. An anti-terrorism court (ATC) 
in Lahore on Tuesday adjourned the 
hearing of two terror financing cases 
involving against Hafiz Saeed, the leader 
of the banned Jamaat-ud-Dawa (JuD) who 
mastermind of the 26/11 Mumbai terror 
attack, till February 18.The ATC was to 
initially announce its verdict against the 
JuD chief on February 8, reports The 
Express Tribune.A two-member bench 
headed by Justice Qasim Khan will now 
hear the case on February 18.  Saeed is 
nominated in about 29 cases pertaining 
to terror financing, money laundering as 
well as illegal land grabbing. The verdict 
was reserved against him in two cases 
on February 6, Dawn news said in a 
report.On February 8, the ATC delayed 
announcing its verdict in the terror 
financing cases and had decided to hear 
arguments on February 11 (Tuesday) 
on the application to hear all cases first 
before announcing the verdict.The terror 
financing cases were filed by the Counter-
Terrorism Department's (CTD) Lahore 
and Gujranwala chapters.

London. Researchers have revealed that 
having genetically higher testosterone 
levels increases the risk of metabolic 
diseases such as type 2 diabetes in 
women, while reducing the risk in men.
Higher testosterone levels also increase 
the risks of breast and endometrial 
cancers in women, and prostate cancer 
in men, according to the study published 
in the journal Nature Medicine.Despite 
finding a strong genetic component to 
circulating testosterone levels in men 
and women, the authors found that 
the genetic factors involved were very 
different between the sexes.“Our findings 
provide unique insights into the disease 
impacts of testosterone. In particular they 
emphasise the importance of considering 
men and women separately in studies, as 
we saw opposite effects for testosterone 
on diabetes,” said study lead author 
Katherine Ruth from University of Exeter 
in UK.For the findings, the research 
team used genome wide association 
studies (GWAS) in 4,25,097 UK Biobank 
participants to identify 2,571 genetic 
variations associated with differences 
in the levels of the sex hormone 
testosterone and its binding protein 
sex-hormone binding globulin (SHGB).
The researchers verified their genetic 
analyses in additional studies, including 
the EPIC-Norfolk study and Twins UK, 
and found a high level of agreement 
with their results in UK Biobank.The 
team next used an approach called 
Mendelian randomisation, which uses 
naturally occurring genetic differences to 
understand whether known associations. 

Higher testosterone 
levels ups diabetes 
risk in women

Verdicts in 2 cases against 
Hafiz Saeed adjourned

BEIJING, AGENCYS.
Chinese President Xi Jinping 
donned a face mask and had 
his temperature checked on 
Monday while visiting medical 
workers and patients affected 
by the deadly coronavirus that 
has killed more than 900 people.
The Chinese president, who has 
called the virus a “demon”, made 
a rare visit to meet frontline 
medical staff at a hospital 
treating infected patients.
Calling the situation at the virus 
epicentre “still very grave”, Xi 
urged “more decisive measures” 
to contain the spread of the 
epidemic, said state broadcaster 
CCTV.Xi has largely kept out of 
the public eye since the virus 
outbreak spiralled across the 
country from the epicentre 
in Hubei province to infect 
more than 40,000 people. He 
appointed Premier Li Keqiang 
to lead a working group tackling 
the outbreak, and it was Li who 
visited ground zero in Wuhan 
last month.On Monday Xi 
donned a blue mask and white 
surgical gown to meet doctors at 
Beijing Ditan hospital, observe 
the treatment of patients and 

speak via video link to doctors 
in Wuhan, state media said.
He then visited a residential 
community in central Beijing to 
“investigate and guide” efforts 
to contain the epidemic, said 
CCTV.Video footage showed Xi 
having his temperature taken 
with an infrared thermometer, 
then speaking with community 
workers and waving at 
smiling residents leaning out 
of their apartment windows.
The outbreak has prompted 
unprecedented action by the 

Chinese government, including 
locking down entire cities in 
Hubei province as well as cutting 
transport links nationwide, 
closing tourist attractions and 
telling hundreds of millions 
of people to stay indoors.The 
sweeping measures turned cities 
into ghost towns — but there 
were some signs of normality 
returning on Monday.Roads 
in Beijing and Shanghai had 
significantly more traffic and the 
southern city of Guangzhou said 
it would start to resume normal 

public transport. However, 
for those at work, it was not 
an easy balance to strike.“Of 
course we’re worried,” said a 
25-year-old man surnamed Li 
in a Beijing beauty salon that 
reopened on Monday.“When 
customers come in, we first 
take their temperature, then 
use disinfectant and ask them 
to wash their hands.” The 
Shanghai government suggested 
staggered work schedules, 
avoiding group meals and 
keeping at least one metre away 
from colleagues.Many were 
encouraged to work from home 
and some employers simply 
delayed opening for another 
week.State media reported 
that passenger numbers on the 
Beijing subway were down by 
about half on Monday compared 
to a normal work day.Large 
shopping malls in the capital 

were deserted and many banks 
closed.One bank employee 
in Shanghai was heading to 
work for a half-day, with other 
workers due to take over in the 
afternoon. The rest of the day 
he would work from home.“It 
makes our work more difficult 
because we need to access the 
systems in our office,” he said. 
Schools and universities across 
the country remained shut.
The toll has overtaken global 
fatalities in the 2002-03 SARS 
epidemic when China drew 
international condemnation 
for covering up cases — though 
it has drawn praise from the 
WHO this time.Chief of the UN 
health body, Tedros Adhanom 
Ghebreyesus, said there 
had been some “concerning 
instances” of cases overseas in 
people with no travel history to 
China.

Chinese president makes rare visit to virus patients, medics
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China virus death toll passes 1,000
British man who passed on the virus to at least 11 other people

NEW DELHI, AGENCYS.
The death toll from a new 
coronavirus outbreak surged 
past 1,000 on Tuesday as the 
World Health Organisation 
(WHO) warned infected 
people who have not 
travelled to China could be 
the spark for a "bigger fire".
The rise came after Chinese 
President Xi Jinping made 
a rare visit to a hospital in 
Beijing, wearing protective 
gear as he chatted with 
medical workers and 
patients.An advance team 
for a WHO-led international 
expert mission arrived 
in China as the country 
struggles to contain a 
viral epidemic that has 
now infected more than 
42,000 and reached some 
25 countries.Another 108 
deaths were reported on 
Tuesday — the first triple 
digit rise since the virus 
emerged. The first death 
was reported on January 11. 

The number of deaths has 
increased a thousandfold 
in just one month, reaching 
1,016, though the mortality 
rate remains relatively low 
at 2.4 per cent.Chinese 
authorities have locked 
down millions of people 
in a number of cities while 
several governments have 
banned arrivals from China, 
and major airlines have 
suspended flights to keep 
the disease away from their 
shores.But the case of a 
British man who passed 
on the virus to at least 11 
other people — without 
having been in China — has 
raised fears of a new phase 
of contagion abroad.Most 
cases abroad have involved 
people who had been in 
Wuhan, the quarantined 
central Chinese city where 
the virus emerged late last 
year, or people infected by 
others who had been at the 
epicentre.The adult British 

citizen, who has not been 
named publicly, caught the 
virus while attending a 
conference in Singapore and 
then passed it on to several 
compatriots while on holiday 
in the French Alps, before 
finally being diagnosed back 
in Britain.
Of those infected by the man, 
five have been hospitalised 
in France, five in Britain and 
one other man on the Spanish 
island of Mallorca."The 
detection of this small 
number of cases could be the 

spark that becomes a bigger 
fire," WHO chief Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus said 
on Monday."But for now it's 
only a spark. 
Our objective remains 
containment. We call on all 
countries to use the window 
of opportunity we have to 
prevent a bigger fire," Tedros 
said.But Michael Ryan, 
head of the WHO's Health 
Emergencies Programme, 
said it was "way too early" to 
call the Singapore conference 
a "super spreading event"."It 

is always a concern when 
people come together and 
then move apart and we have 
to have risk management 
procedures associated with 
that but you can't shut down 
the world either," Ryan said.' 
Imminent threat' The British 
government called the novel 
coronavirus a "serious and 
imminent threat", and said 
anyone with the disease can 
now be forcibly quarantined 
if they are deemed a threat 
to public health as the 
number of cases in Britain 
doubled to eight.A cluster of 
cases has grown on a cruise 
ship moored off Japan, with 
135 people now diagnosed 
with the virus aboard the 
Diamond Princess.The ship 
has been in quarantine since 
arriving off the Japanese 
coast early last week after 
the virus was detected in 
a former passenger who 
disembarked last month in 
Hong Kong.

NEW DELHI, AGENCYS.
The Islamabad High Court 
on Tuesday demanded 
an explanation from an 
Islamabad city magistrate 
for including sedition 
charges in the first-
information report (FIR) 
registered against the 23 
activists who had been 
detained for protesting 
outside the press club 
against the arrest of 
Pashtun Tahafuz Movement 
(PTM) leader Manzoor 
Pashteen.During the 
hearing today, IHC Chief 
Justice Athar Minallah was 
told that Islamabad City 
Magistrate Ghulam Murtaza 
Chandio ordered for the 
FIR to be registered against 
the 23 individuals, which 
included activists from 
the Awami Workers Party 
(AWP) and PTM."What is 
this? How can you first 
place sedition charges 
on peaceful protesters 
and later turn them into 
terrorism charges?" Justice 
Minallah questioned.The 
court was informed today 
that terrorism charges had 
also been dropped from the 
FIR against the protesters.
ARTICLE CONTINUES 
AFTER AD"Today you are 
saying that the terrorism 
charges have also been 
dropped," the IHC chief 
justice noted."Why should 
we not start proceedings 
against the one who 
asked for the case to be 
registered? The magistrate 
should appear in court and 
tell us why he gave such 
orders," Justice Minallah 
said.The judge then 
proceeded to order that 
the magistrate provide the 
court his explanation along 
with a sworn affidavit."How 
about we take away 
judicial powers from the 
magistrate?" the chief justice 
remarked, while once again 

summoning the Islamabad 
chief commissioner and 
the Islamabad police 
chief to court in the next 
hearing."We will turn this 
case into an example for 
everyone," the IHC chief 
justice said, as he adjourned 
the hearing till February 
17.In the last hearing, 
the Islamabad deputy 
commissioner and deputy 
inspector general of police 
had informed the court that 
Section 124-A (sedition) 
of the Pakistan Penal 
Code had been replaced 
with Section 7 of the Anti-
Terrorism Act (ATA), 1997, 
in the FIR.The court had, 
at that time, granted port-
arrest bail to the activists, 
and asked for a report on 
why sedition charges were 
added to the FIR.The court's 
written orders of bail said: 
"A plain reading of the FIR 
shows that the offences 
mentioned therein are, 
prima facie, not attracted. 
There is also no material 
on the record in support of 
the assertions made in the 
FIR."It was further observed 
in the order that Additional 
District and Sessions Judge 
Mohammad Sohail — 
who had earlier declined 
to grant post-arrest bail 
to the PTM activists by 
saying that prima facie it 
was a terrorism case — 
"appears to have exceeded 

jurisdiction by making 
observations [regarding 
terrorism ...] without having 
regard to the recently 
enunciated law by the august 
Supreme Court regarding 
scope of the Anti-Terrorism 
Act, 1997"."Moreover, the 
observations recorded 
by the learned judge are 
not in consonance with 
the principles of fair 
trial," the order had said.
The Islamabad press 
club protests were held 
a day after Pashteen was 
arrested on January 27 
from Peshawar's Shaheen 
Town and sent to Peshawar 
Central Jail on a 14-day 
judicial remand by a 
magistrate.A day after his 
arrest, a Peshawar court had 
rejected the PTM leader's 
bail plea and ordered his 
transfer to Dera Ismail 
Khan, where he is currently 
imprisoned.On February 8, 
a Dera Ismail Khan court 
granted Pashteen bail in 
two cases, while his bail 
applications in two other 
cases are pending before the 
court.PTM movement
PTM is a rights-based 
alliance that, besides 
calling for the de-mining 
of the former tribal areas 
and greater freedom of 
movement in the latter, has 
insisted on an end to the 
practices of extrajudicial 
killings.

IHC summons magistrate for including  
sedition charges against 'peaceful' protesters

NEW DELHI, AGENCYS.
From his dormitory in the locked 
down Chinese city of Wuhan, PhD 
student Hassan spoke to his father 
in Pakistan for the last time on 
Thursday. The 80-year-old begged 
him to come home.The next day, 
Hassan's father died of a heart 
ailment.Hassan is one of more than 
1,000 Pakistani students in China's 
Hubei province, the epicentre of 
the coronavirus. Some say they 
have been told by the government 
that it has had to rule out their 
return home for the moment.Read 
more: Everything you need to 
know about the coronavirus “They 
need me at this time, my mother 
needs me,” Hassan, a PhD computer 
architecture student, said. He asked 
to be identified only by one name to 
protect his family's privacy.
Other Pakistani students in Hubei 
share Hassan's concerns and some 
are critical of the government's 
response to the crisis. Other 
countries, including India and 
Bangladesh, evacuated citizens 
from Hubei province, where Wuhan 
is located, as the virus death 
toll rises.The students and their 
families, including young children, 
are stuck indoors most of the day. 
Four students said depression and 
anxiety were growing, their feelings 
worsened by fears of catching the 
virus and uncertainty as to how long 
the conditions would last.“My very 
dear students in China [...] we are 
intensely discussing the situation 
@ highest level & will make the best 

decision in view of all factors with 
ref to devastating #coronavirus 
potential global pandemic,” Special 
Assistant to Prime Minister on 
Health Dr Zafar Mirza said on 
Twitter on Sunday.
Hassan has contacted his university, 
who supported him leaving, and the 
embassy in Beijing. He said he was 
told by Chinese authorities in Hubei 
that he could be evacuated if the 
embassy in Beijing contacted them, 
but that had not occurred.
A Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
spokeswoman did not respond 
to Reuters' request for comment.
China's foreign ministry said 
on Tuesday that “for those 
countries that wish to take home 
their nationals, China will make 
relevant arrangements and offer 
necessary assistance consistent 
with international practices and 
our domestic epidemic control 
measures”.Hassan said he had been 
told by an official on Monday that all 
students would be evacuated. But 
following a video conference call 
with the health and overseas citizens 
ministers, students in Wuhan said 
an imminent evacuation had been 
ruled out.
Officials had suggested the 
country did not have the necessary 
quarantine facilities, some students 
said.A spokesman for Mirza said in 
a statement the health minister had 
expressed concern on the call for the 
students' welfare and Chinese rules 
meant no one could leave Hubei, but 
the situation was being monitored.“

NEW DELHI, AGENCYS.
A suicide attack targeting 
a military academy in 
the Afghan capital killed 
at least five people early 
on Tuesday, the first 
major assault in the city 
in months.No group 
immediately claimed 
responsibility for the 
attack, which comes after 
nearly three months of 
relative calm in Kabul.
The ministry of defence 
said five people were 
killed and at least six 
injured in the attack.
The interior ministry, 
however, said six people 
died — two civilians and 
four military personnel 
—after the suicide 
bomber detonated 
the device at around 
0230 GMT.ARTICLE 
CONTINUES AFTER 
ADTwelve others were 
wounded, spokesman 
Nasrat Rahimi said in 

a statement.The blast 
happened near the 
Marshal Fahim military 
academy, where the 
country's security 
officers are trained.“It 
was a big explosion that 
rocked our house. We also 
heard gunfire afterwards. 
Ambulances rushed 
to the area quickly,” 
resident Samiullah, who 
like many Afghans goes 
by one name, told AFP.A 
security source speaking 

on the condition of 
anonymity told AFP 
that the attacker was on 
foot when he targeted a 
vehicle near a checkpoint 
as it was entering 
the academy.Afghan 
President Ashraf Ghani 
slammed the attack, 
calling the bombing “a 
crime against humanity” 
while repeating his 
call for a nationwide 
ceasefire.“The great 
nation of Afghanistan 

wants an end to violence, 
a ceasefire and a 
lasting peace,” he said 
in a statement.Taliban 
spokesman Zabihullah 
Mujahid said he was 
unaware of any claim 
for the bombing, adding 
that the insurgents 
were “investigating” the 
incident. The Islamic 
State group are also 
active in Kabul. In recent 
weeks the Taliban have 
refrained from attacking 
major urban centres in 
an effort to keep talks 
with the US on track, but 
violence in the provinces 
has continued.The last 
major attack in Kabul 
was in November, when 
at least 12 people were 
killed after a minivan 
packed with explosives 
rammed into a vehicle 
carrying foreigners 
during morning rush 
hour. 

At least 5 dead in suicide attack 
on Afghan military academy

Pakistani student in 
Wuhan misses father's 

funeral as anxiety grows

NEW DELHI, AGENCYS.
Vitamin D deficiency during 
pregnancy ups ADHD risk
London, Feb 11 (IANS) 
Prenatal factors such as 
vitamin D deficiency during 
pregnancy, can influence the 
development of attention deficit 
hyperactivity disorder (ADHD), 
say researchers.The findings, 
published in the Journal of 
American Academy of Child 
and Adolescent Psychiatry, 
demonstrated an association 
between low maternal vitamin 
D level in early to mid-pregnancy 
and an elevated risk for diagnosed 
ADHD in the offspring.The 
researchers from University of 
Turku in Finland, included 1,067 
children born between 1998 and 
1999 diagnosed with ADHD in 
Finland and the same number 

of matched controls.The data 
was collected before the current 
national recommendation 
in Finland for the intake of 
vitamin D during pregnancy, 
which is 10 micrograms per 
day throughout the year.In the 
study, the researchers used the 
exceptionally comprehensive 
Finnish Maternity Cohort (FMC) 
consisting of approximately 
2 million serum specimens 
collected during the first and 
early second trimester of 
pregnancy.The research offers 
strong evidence that a low level 
of vitamin D during pregnancy is 
related to attention deficiency in 
offspring.As ADHD is one of the 
most common chronic diseases 
in children, the research results 
have a great significance for 
public health.

Vitamin D deficiency during 
pregnancy ups ADHD risk

n  He appointed Premier Li Keqiang to lead a 
working group tackling the outbreak, and 
it was Li who visited ground zero in Wuhan 
last month.
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Half-centuries by Martin 
Guptill, Henry Nicholls and 
Colin de Grandhomme set up 
New Zealand's five-wicket win 
over India in the third one-day 
international on Tuesday which 
completed a series sweep.Guptill's 
66 from 46 balls, which included 
a 50 from 29 deliveries, gave New 
Zealand a speedy start in pursuit 
of India's 296-7.Nicholls made 
80 from 103 balls to add solidity, 
putting on 106 in an opening 
stand with Guptill and 53 for the 
third wicket with captain Kane 
Williamson (22), who missed the 
first two matches with a shoulder 
injury.De Grandhomme then 
finished the chase, hitting his half-
century from 21 balls and finishing 
58 not out in an unbroken 80-run 
partnership with Tom Latham 
(32), which carried New Zealand 
to 300-5. New Zealand began 
to lose its way in the middle 
of its innings, quickly losing 
Williamson, Ross Taylor (12) and 
Jimmy Neesham (19), slumping 
to 220-5 in the 40th over.Wrist 
spinner Yuzvendra Chahal took 
3-47 from his 10 overs as India 
managed to squeeze New Zealand 

between the 30th and 40th overs.
But Latham and De Grandhomme 
patiently batted New Zealand 
within sight of victory, then burly 
all-rounder De Grandhomme was 
able to hit out with three sixes and 
six fours to lift New Zealand to 
victory with 17 balls to spare.“An 
outstanding performance, very 
clinical,” Williamson said.“India 
put us under pressure in every 
game in the series. They managed 
to do that again in the first half but 
the way the guys fought back with 
the ball and perhaps kept India to 
a par total on that surface, and the 
cricket smarts in the second half, 
was outstanding.”Earlier, KL Rahul 
posted his fourth ODI century and 
shared two century partnerships 

to anchor India's innings after 
it was sent in on losing the toss.
Mayank Agarwall (1) and captain 
Virat Kohli (9) were out cheaply 
but Rahul built the innings in 
partnerships of exactly 100 for 
the fourth wicket with Shreyas 
Iyer (62) and 107 for the fifth with 
Manish Pandey (42).India looked 
set for a total well in excess of 300 
when it was 161-3 after 30 overs. 
But it didn't finish as strongly as it 
should have, adding only 49 for the 
loss of three wickets in the last 10 
overs.Rahul reached his century 
from 104 balls and was out with 
the total 269-5 in the 47th over.
With the ball, only Chahal was 
able to impose concerted pressure 
on the New Zealand batsmen. He 

began by bowling Guptill with a 
classic leg break which pitched 
on leg, beat the bat and hit off 
stump.India's key bowler, Jasprit 
Bumrah, went without a wicket 

in the series, finishing with 0-167 
from 30 overs.“The games were 
not as clear cut as the scorelines 
suggest,” Kohli said. “It boils down 
to those chances we didn't grab."All 

three games, I thought the way 
we fielded and our composure 
with the ball I don't think was 
enough to win games of cricket at 
international level. he said.

New Zealand beats India by 5 wickets in 3rd ODI, sweeps series
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We are trying 
to implement a 
quicker passing 
game: Dennerby
New Delhi: India U-17 women's 
football head coach Thomas Den-
nerby wants his charges to try and 
imbibe a quicker passing game as 
they get ready for the U-17 World 
Cup slated to be played in the coun-
try in November. The team, as part of 
their preparation, have travelled to 
Turkey where they play two friendly 
matches against the Romanian U-17 
team. "We are trying to put in a 
new formation -- the 4-2-3-1. If you 
look at the profile of the players we 
have, I feel it suits us very well. We 
have played some games amongst 
ourselves but the real test is to test it 
at the international level. To do that 
will be a very significant test for us," 
Dennerby was quoted as saying by 
www.the-aiff.com."It's for all to see 
that with every given day, the game 
is getting quicker and quicker. We 
are trying to implement a quicker 
passing game with lesser touches on 
the ball, and more running. We are 
making a sincere effort to play at a 
higher pace."The girls are much fitter 
now, and are quite adept in playing at 
a higher pace. The good thing is that 
the gap between the best players and 
the rest, both in terms of technical 
acumen, and physical prowess is 
getting closer," he said."That is a very 
positive sign for any coach. Cur-
rently there is a big fight - a healthy 
competition among the players for 
slots in the team. As a result, the 
team is benefiting, Indian football is 
benefiting."The most significant part 
stays that when someone gets into 
a better shape, it forces the others 
to pull up their socks too and shape 
up too," explained Dennerby.On the 
exposure tour to Turkey, the coach 
said: "It's the perfect time to enact 
some changes. The stage is set to 
develop more players, and surely we 
won't just play 11 players during the 
tour. We need to be more specific 
in coaching as much as we need to 
be a bit more sharper in coaching, 
as we know a bit more about the 
players.""At times I feel our girls are a 
bit too friendly on the pitch (smiles). 
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The International Cricket Council (ICC) 
on Tuesday released the 2019 Associate 
Member census figures that show a huge 
leap in the amount of cricket being played 
around the world. The decision by the ICC 
Board to award international status to all 
T20 matches between Members in 2018 
and the introduction of global rankings 
in the format has had a transformative 
impact across the sport.The year 2019 
saw a 110% increase in the number of 
Associate Members women’s bilateral 
T20 matches compared to 2018, whilst 
the men’s T20 matches rose by 34% 
with 71 of the 92 Associate Members 
participating in T20I cricket. 49 men’s 
teams played their first T20I whilst 29 
women’s teams debuted in the format, 
making this the largest growth moment 
for the sport at the Associate level to 
date.The introduction of meritocratic 
pathways to ICC global events has also 
supported the growth of the game with 
23 global, regional and sub-regional 
events being held in 2019 in which 
40 Members competed, thanks to an 
investment of more than $5 million from 
the ICC.Three Associate Members will 
play in their first ICC World Cup in 2020 

as a result of these pathway events; Japan 
and Nigeria competed at the recently 
concluded U19 Cricket World Cup, whilst 
history makers Thailand will compete 
at the ICC Women’s T20 World Cup in 
Australia later this month.Remarkably, 
the 11 Associate Member teams that 
have qualified for ICC World Cups in 
2020 hail from 10 different countries 
– further demonstrating the improved 
competitiveness of international 
cricket.99 Associate Member players 
have broken into the T20I player 
rankings; 25 male and 23 female batters 
and 30 male and 21 female bowlers were 
in the top 100 as of December 2019.At 
the grassroots of the sport in Associate 
Member countries, participation has 
increased by 14% year on year whilst the 
growth in the number of women and girls 
playing has risen by 13%.

2 years' hardwork paid off, over the moon an understatement: Akbar Ali
Akbar Ali said the U-19 group have been together since August 2018,  

NEW DELHI, AGENCYS.
He is still bathing in 
the euphoria of leading 
Bangladesh to their first 
global cricket title. But 18-
year old Akbar Ali knows 
all too well that a place in 
the senior team is still a 
bridge too far and he has to 
continue the good work to 
realise his ultimate dream.
Akbar quite literally led 
from the front as Bangladesh 
stunned defending 
champions India to win 
their maiden U-19 World 
Cup on Sunday in a thrilling 
final at Potchefstroom.
He showed nerves of steel 
with a patient 43 not out 
off 77 balls, coming out to 
bat when his team was in a 
spot and seeing out India's 
threats from leg-spinner 
Ravi Bishnoi and fast bowler 
Kartik Tyagi's spells before 
reaching the finishing 
line."It was a dream come 

true moment for all of us. 
We have worked really 
hard for two years. All our 
hard work came to life at 
that one moment. We were 
over the moon and even 
that is an understatement. I 
cannot describe the feeling 
when Rakibul (Hasan) hit 
the winning runs," Akbar 
told IANS in an interview 
before the team left for 
Bangladesh."I want to play 
for Bangladesh senior 
team like everybody else. 
That is the ultimate goal. 
But I really don't want to 
think of it now. We have 
a long way to go. This is 
the just the beginning as I 
have said before," said the 
wicketkeeper-batsman.
It was not a one-off for 
Bangladesh who had been 
searching for a crown for 
the last 20 years. Akbar said 
the U-19 group have been 
together since August 2018, 

preparing for the World Cup 
and have toured places like 
England and New Zealand 
to fine tune their skills.
ADVERTISEMENT"We have 
been camping together 
from 2018 August. We 
played the Asia Cup. Then 
we played a series in 
England, New Zealand. 
We played Sri Lanka and 
England at home too. The 
cricket board invested a 
lot in us and gave us a lot 
of exposure tours which 
helped immensely. So it's 
good planning coupled with 

our execution that worked," 
said Akbar.The Rangpur-
born Akbar had said before 
the World Cup that winning 
the title was always the goal 
and anything lesser at the 
tournament would have left 
them dissatisfied."We had 
the belief in us and we were 
confident (before the start 
of the tournament) that 
if we can play our natural 
cricket, we can beat any 
opponent."The quarter-
final against South Africa 
gave us a lot of confidence 
and perhaps that is where 

we turned a corner," said 
Akbar who braved the loss 
of his elder sister during 
the tournament to lift the 
trophy.After Bangladesh 
won the final, the players 
of the two teams were seen 
engaging in an exchange 
of words and even some 
pushing and shoving 
on the field, leaving a 
Bangladeshi flag damaged 
in the process.Five players 
-- three from Bangladesh 
and two from India -- were 
on Tuesday sanctioned by 
the International Cricket 
Council (ICC). Akbar 
reiterated that something 
of that sort should never 
happen, but also added that 
Indians were also at fault 
like them."I said (sorry) on 
my behalf. Emotions are 
always high during a final. I 
would say that we also made 
a mistake, Indian players 
also made a mistake.

Tauranga, Agencys.
India skipper Virat Kohli blamed 
the team's lack of composure while 
bowling and fielding as they lost the ODI 
series 0-3 to New Zealand after being 
defeated in the third and final match 
by five wickets."The games were not as 
bad as the scoreline suggests. Batsmen 
coming back from tough situations 
was a positive sign for us, but the way 
we fielded and bowled, the composure 
wasn't enough to win games. We didn't 
deserve to be on the winning side at all 
in this series," Kohli said at the post-
match presentation ceremony."We 
haven't played so badly, but we didn't 
grab opportunities. It was a good 
experience for the new guys who came 
in. They are still finding their feet," he 
added talking about the opening pair 
of Prithvi Shaw and Mayank Agarwal 

who played in the absence of Rohit 
Sharma and Shikhar Dhawan who 
are out injured.Kohli conceded that 
the hosts were the better team and 
deserved to win 3-0. He also said India 
are now looking forward to the two-
match Test series starting February 
21 in Wellington."They (New Zealand) 
played with lot more intensity than we 
did. They deservedly won 3-0.

NEW DELHI, AGENCYS.
Olympic bronze medallist Sakshi 
Malik remains hopeful of getting 
another opportunity to contest 
for a Tokyo Olympics berth, as she 
continues her preparation for the 
Asian Wrestling Championships 
(AWC), to be held from February 
18-23.
Sakshi was defeated by two-
time world cadet champion 
Sonam Malik in the 62-kg weight 
category in the trials for the Asian 
World Olympics qualifiers."I 
am hopeful for another round 
of trials. If I qualify in that I will 
have two more chances, the 
Asian World Olympics qualifiers 
and the World Olympics 
qualifiers. I want to qualify 
in the two key tournaments," 
Sakshi said."Preparations for 
the AWC have been good. My 
motto is to give my best, be it any 
competition, and win medals. I 

am working hard on myself and 
my techniques. I need to make 
sure that I don't repeat the same 
mistakes that I have made in the 
previous tournaments," she added.  
In the trial match for the Asian 
Olympic Games Qualifier, Sonam 
Malik was trailing 4-6 to Sakshi 
towards the end of the match, but 
levelled the scores 10-10 in the 
dying seconds with a move which 
earned her four points, resulting 

in the seasoned pro's elimination.
Sakshi elaborated on her plans 
for the upcoming AWC, touching 
on the difference in weight class 
that she will be facing and said, 
"This time at the Asian Wrestling 
Championships, I will be wrestling 
in the 65 kg weight category, 
which is a heavy weight category. 
Hence, I am watching opponents 
in the same weight category 
and trying to improvise with my 
strategies and techniques."She 
also emphasised that presence 
of mind at every stage of a bout 
is crucial by saying, "In wrestling, 
weaknesses are aplenty, be it in 
technique, defence or attack. Most 
importantly our mind should 
be working for each and every 
second in a match.""Not being 
aware for even a second can result 
in your defence being exposed or 
you might get attacked in the last 
few seconds," Sakshi concluded. 

Sakshi hopeful of Tokyo berth ahead of Asian C’ships We didn't deserve to win 
at all in this series: Kohli

MELBOURNE, 
AGENCYS.

David Warner 
beat Steve 
Smith by one 
vote to win 
the Australian 
cricketer of the 
year award on 
Monday in the 
first season 
back for both 
players from 
12-month bans 
for the so-called 
Sandpapergate 
scandal that 
almost derailed their careers.Warner won the Allan Border Medal with 194 votes, 
with former Test captain Smith getting 193 votes and pace bowler Pat Cummins 
placing third with 185.Warner and Smith then the vice-captain and captain were 
each suspended for a year by Cricket Australia and opener Cameron Bancroft was 
banned for nine months after South African broadcasters caught an attempt at 
ball tampering in a Test match in Cape Town in March 2018.Some critics thought 
the players should never represent Australia again, but all three have returned to 
international cricket. And Warner and Smith have returned to the top. 
Smith played a major role in helping Australia retain the Ashes in England with 
774 runs at an average of 110 from four Tests. Warner, who scored 647 runs at 
an average of 71.88 in the World Cup in England but only tallied 95 runs in the 
Ashes, eventually found form in all three formats and scored a career-high 335 
not out in a day-night Test against Pakistan in November.

NEW DELHI, AGENCYS.
With just days to go before the 
fifth season of the Pakistan 
Super League (PSL) kicks off, 
foreign players in the Peshawar 
Zalmi team tweeted in Urdu to 
express their excitement and 
eagerness to come to play in the 
country."Pakistanis, how are you?" 
asked England's Tom Banton in 
Urdu on Twitter, as he informed 
fans that he was preparing for his 
tour of Pakistan.“I am packing my 
bags. Are you ready for Pakistan 
Super League season five and 
for Peshawar Zalmi’s fours and 
sixes?”. 
"I am packing my luggage and am 
ready to come to Pakistan. All of 
you should get ready to come to 
the stadium as well," he wrote.
He is not the only one to tease 
his arrival. On Monday, Banton's 
compatriot Liam Dawson had 
tweeted “Asalam-o-Alaikum 
Pakistan”, and said that he was 
preparing to visit the country."Is 
Pakistan ready for PSL five? Now 
that the entire PSL is being held in 
Pakistan, are you ready to fill the 

stadiums?" Dawson went on to 
express his love for local cuisine, 
saying "my mouth is already 
watering thinking about chapli 
kabab and dam pukht".The much 
loved Peshawar Zalmi captain, 
Daren Sammy, also took to Twitter 
acknowledging Pakistanis' love 
for cricket and saying that he 
can’t wait to be a part of the Zalmi 
squad again."PSL 5 would mean a 

lot for the Pakistani people and I 
can't wait to join my Peshawar 
Zalmi family," he said. In another 
tweet early Tuesday, he said: 
"Pakistan I am on my way. This 
journey is more than just cricket," 
he tweeted.Javed Afridi, the 
owner of Peshawar Zalmi, replied 
by welcoming the player.The 
Pakistan Super League 2020 is set 
to begin from February 20.

Pakistanis are you ready?': Foreign Peshawar 
Zalmi players tweet in Urdu ahead of PSL 5

Warner edges Smith 
for top award

Sodhi, Tickner called up to reinforce stricken NZ
MOUNT MAUNGANUI: Leg-spinner Ish Sodhi and pace bowler Blair 
Tickner have been called back into New Zealand’s One-day International 
squad for their final clash with India at the Bay Oval here on Tuesday 
after illness swept through the team at the weekend.Sodhi and Tickner 
had been released to play for New Zealand ‘A’ against India ‘A’ in a 
four-day game in Christchurch but were recalled with Scott Kuggeleijn 
suffering from a virus, while Tim Southee and Mitchell Santner had 
gastroenteritis.Kuggeleijn and Santner were both ruled out of the 
second match in Auckland last Saturday, although Kuggeleijn did end 
up as a substitute fielder temporarily in the 22-run win that sealed the 
three-match series with a game to spare.Southee, who temporarily left 
the field at Eden Park to be sick, bowled out his full complement of 10 
overs, taking 2-41 and earning plaudits from his team and commentators 
before he left the field again permanently. “For him to do that, it just shows how much wearing the silver fern 
on his chest means to him,” fellow pace bowler Hamish Bennett said at the weekend of Southee’s efforts, which 
included bowling India captain Virat Kohli. “He’s a good leader in our side and his actions have a lot to do with 
that. He led by example, to show that no matter what the situation is, you’ve just got to go out there and get 
the job done.”New Zealand captain Kane Williamson, who has missed the first two games of the one-day series 
with a shoulder injury, was slated to have a fitness test at Bay Oval.Williamson hurt his shoulder while fielding 
in the third Twenty20 game against India and he missed the final two matches of that series as well.The match 
at Bay Oval in Mount Maunganui is the final limited overs game of the tour with the first of two Tests starting at 
Wellington’s Basin Reserve on Feb 21.New Zealand will be banking on injured pace bowlers Trent Boult (hand), 
Matt Henry (thumb) and Lockie Ferguson (calf) coming back into contention for the Tests, although off-spinner 
Will Somerville has been ruled out because of ankle surgery.

Tim Paine hinted that he might relinquish captaincy and this summer could be his last in the Test team

T20 cricket drives growth in 
associate countries: ICC
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India is set to give final approval 
to a $2.6 billion deal for military 
helicopters from U.S. defence firm 
Lockheed Martin ahead of a visit 
by U.S. President Donald Trump 
this month, defence and industry 
sources said.Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi's government is 
trying to pull out all the stops for 
Trump's trip in a bid to reaffirm 
strategic ties between the two 
countries, which have been buffeted 
by sharp differences over trade, 
to counter China.India's defence 
purchases from the United States 
have reached $17 billion since 
2007 as it has pivoted away from 
traditional supplier Russia, looking 
to modernise its military and 
narrow the gap with China.Modi's 
cabinet committee on security is 
expected to clear the purchase of 
24 MH-60R Seahawk helicopters 
for the Indian navy in the next 
two weeks, a defence official and 
an industry source briefed on the 
matter separately told Reuters."It's 
a government-to-government 
deal, it is close," said the industry 
source.To cut short lengthy 
negotiations between Lockheed 
and the Indian government, the 
helicopters that will be deployed 

on India's warships will be bought 
through the U.S. foreign military 
sales route, under which the two 
governments will agree details 
of the deal.Trump will visit India 
Feb. 24-25, the White House said 
on Monday, his first official trip 
to the country.Both countries are 
separately working on a limited 
trade agreement ahead of the trip, 
after earlier imposing tit-for-tat 
tariffs on each other's imports.
Trump has called India the "tariff 
king of the world" but the Modi 
government has been trying to 
address some of his concerns.
Trade officials have pointed to 
large-scale U.S. arms purchases, 
from surveillance planes to Apache 
and Chinook helicopters, as proof 

of India's willingness to tighten 
strategic ties.On Monday, the 
U.S. State Department said it had 
approved an Indian request for an 
Integrated Air Defense Weapon 
System for an estimated cost of 
$1.87 billion, which would further 
strengthen the two countries' 
defence ties.The two sides are 
expected to move forward on the 
deal over the year.The multirole 
helicopters from Lockheed will be 
equipped with Hellfire missiles and 
torpedoes, and are meant to help 
the Indian navy track submarines 
in the Indian Ocean, where China 
is expanding its presence.Many 
of India's warships are without 
any helicopters because of years 
of underfunding, and the navy 

had sought their acquisition as 
a top priority.The government 
outlined only a modest rise in 
its 2020/21 defence spending 
to $73.65 billion in the budget 
on Feb. 1, of which a part will go 
towards making a down payment 
on the helicopter purchase, a 
defence official said."We expect 
a positive announcement soon 
on the helicopters," the official 
said, speaking on condition of 
anonymity because of service 
rules. "There are limited resources, 
but there is an allocation."The U.S. 
State Department approved the 
sale of the choppers to India last 
year along with radars, torpedoes 
and 10 AGM-114 Hellfire missiles.
The clearance came after the 

Trump administration rolled out a 
new "Buy American" plan in 2018 
that had relaxed restrictions on 
sales, saying it would bolster the 
American defence industry and 
create jobs at home.The United 
States has also offered India the 
armed version of Guardian drones 
that were originally authorized for 
sale as unarmed for surveillance 
purposes, the first such approval 
for a country outside the NATO 
alliance.India plans to buy 30 
of these unmanned aircraft for 
surveillance of the Indian Ocean, 
at a cost estimated to be about 
$2.5 billion, from General Atomics.
However, the defence official said 
the deal is unlikely immediately 
because of lack of funds.

India readying $2.6 billion US naval helicopter deal ahead of Trump trip
India's defence purchases from the United States have reached $17 billion since 2007

n  Both countries are separately working 
on a limited trade agreement ahead of 
the trip, after earlier imposing tit-for-
tat tariffs on each other's imports.

n  Many of India's warships are without 
any helicopters because of years of  
underfunding

Around 43-48 per cent of new three 
wheelers and up to 17 per cent of the 
new two wheelers sold in the country 
by 2024 could be electric vehicles 
(EVs), a report by Crisil Research said.
In the four wheeler segment, however, 
the traction is expected to remain 
low with EV sales accounting for just 
5 per cent of the new sales, it noted. 
The study looked at demand, supply 
and policy growth drivers for EVs such 
as battery costs, government subsidy 
and charging infrastructure, besides 
conducting a segment-wise analysis of 
the cost of acquisition and operation 
of EVs compared with existing internal 
combustion engine (ICE) vehicles, Crisil 
Research said.Faster adoption of two- 
and three-wheelers is a function of cost. 
Typically, electric scooters are cheaper 
to run compared with ICE scooters. And, 
e-autos are cheaper to both own and run 
compared with their ICE counterparts, it 
said."In the context, supply will also be a 
critical factor for adoption. The top five 
electric two-wheeler manufacturers are 
expected to increase their capacity for 
electric variants from 0.4 million units 
in fiscal 2020 to over 3 million units by 
fiscal 2024," Crisil Research Director 
Hetal Gandhi said.In three-wheelers, 
even incumbent original equipment 
manufacturers are launching e-autos 
at a rapid pace, she added.At the other 
end, sales of personal electric cars will 
remain in the slow lane due to high 
acquisition and ownership costs in the 
absence of demand incentives, Crisil said.
The number of cab aggregators though 
will increase as there will be a better 
operational economies and subsidies, 
it added. ""In the commercial vehicles 
space, subsidies to state transport 
undertakings will drive sales of electric 
buses for intra-city operations. That said, 
poor public charging infrastructure will 
impact adoption," Crisil Research added.

U.S. stocks close 
higher as tech 
shares lead gains
NEW YORK. U.S. stocks closed higher 
on Monday as tech shares led gains.
The Dow Jones Industrial Average 
increased 174.31 points, or 0.60 
percent, to 29,276.82. The S&P 500 
increased 24.38 points, or 0.73 percent, 
to 3,352.09. The Nasdaq Composite 
Index was up 107.88 points, or 1.13 
percent, to 9,628.39.Amazon shares rose 
2.63 percent to 2,133.91 U.S. dollars 
apiece, hitting a record high. Alphabet 
and Netflix rose 1.99 percent and 1.17 
percent, respectively.Most of the 30 Dow 
component companies traded in green 
territory, with Microsoft and Boeing 
gaining 2.62 percent and 2.35 percent, 
respectively, leading the gainers.Ten of 
the 11 primary S&P 500 sectors traded 
higher with technology adding 1.35 
percent, leading the advancers.Michelle 
Bowman, a member of the Board of 
Governors of the Federal Reserve System, 
said Monday the current setting of the 
central bank's monetary policy should 
help the U.S. economy continue to grow.
The Fed lowered interest rates three 
times in 2019, cutting the target range of 
the federal funds rate by 75 basis points 
to 1.5-1.75 percent. Enditem

Infosys to acquire 
US-based Salesforce 
partner Simplus in 
$250 mn deal
NEW DELHI. IT major Infosys said on 
Monday that it will acquire Simplus, 
one of the fastest growing Salesforce 
Platinum Partners in the US and 
Australia, in an up to USD 250 million 
deal.According to a regulatory filing, the 
cost of acquisition is "USD 200 million 
including contingent consideration to 
be paid for the acquisition of shares 
subject to closing adjustments". In 
addition, there are employee incentives 
and retention payments amounting up 
to USD 50 million on meeting certain 
performance conditions over three 
years, it added.Simplus is majority-
owned by the institutional investors, 
founders and key employees, with 
Salesforce Ventures having a minority 
stake. Its revenue stood at USD 67.1 
million for the fiscal year ending January 
31, 2020."This acquisition, coupled with 
the acquisition of Fluido announced 
in September 2018, further elevates 
Infosys' position as an end-to-end 
Salesforce enterprise cloud solutions 
and services provider, offering clients 
unparalleled capabilities for cloud-
first digital transformation," Infosys 
said in a statement.The acquisition 
will bring to Infosys the globally 
recognised Salesforce expertise, 
industry knowledge, solution assets, 
deep ecosystem relationships and 
a broad clientele across industries 
including high-tech, financial services, 
retail, healthcare, life sciences and 
manufacturing, it added.The acquisition 
is expected to close during the fourth 
quarter of the 2020 fiscal, subject to 
customary closing conditions."This 
acquisition is key to staying relevant 
to the digital priorities of our clients 
and demonstrates our commitment 
to the Salesforce ecosystem," Infosys 
Chief Operating Officer Pravin Rao 
said.Simplus has offices across North 
America, Sydney, Melbourne, London, 
and a large delivery centre in Manila.

Sales of two and three-
wheeler EVs to see huge 
improvement by 2024: Crisil

Avenue Supermarts, Bajaj Finance: QIP-related stocks outperform markets
YES Bank (down 55 per cent), RBL Bank (down 3 per cent) and Prestige Estates Projects

NEW DELHI, AGENCYS.
Investors who subscribed to 
qualified institutional placement 
(QIP) issues have recorded a 
handsome return due to a run-up 
in market price of the stocks. A 
sharp recovery in equity markets 
has seen 9 out of 12 companies 
that raised money via the QIP route 
in past six months (since August 
2019) outperforms the market by 
surging up to 34 per cent against 
their issue price. YES Bank (down 
55 per cent), RBL Bank (down 3 per 
cent) and Prestige Estates Projects 
(down 0.04 per cent) are the only 
three counters to trade below their 
respective QIP price.
These 12 companies had collectively 
raised around Rs 49,000 crore via 
the QIP route, which is currently 
valued 17 per cent higher at Rs 
57,353 crore. In comparison, 
the S&P BSE Sensex recorded an 
average return of 3.3 per cent. 
The S&P BSE Smallcap index (up 
24 per cent) and S&P BSE Midcap 
(up 23 per cent) have rallied more 

than 20 per cent from their lows 
on August 23, 2019. In comparison, 
the S&P BSE Sensex was up 13 per 
cent during the same period.Total 
seven companies including Avenue 
Supermarts, Bajaj Finance, Shree 
Cement, PVR, Axis Bank, Varun 
Beverages and Bharti Airtel were 
up in the range of 17 per cent to 34 
per cent to their QIP price.“Some 
of these stocks are trading at a 

premium valuation. That said, 
the cost of servicing the funds / 
money raised via QIP is quite low 
when the going is good. In some 
cases, there is no other alternative 
for raising funds as the business 
operations may not be on a strong 
footing. Successfully performing 
companies, on the other hand, have 
done well by lapping up financial 
resources through QIPs at the peak 

of their valuations in the markets,” 
explains G Chokkalingam, Founder 
and CIO at Equinomics Research.A 
number of these companies, 
analysts say, comprise the mid-and 
small-cap segment that has done 
well in the past few months. If they 
are to be believed, there is more 
headroom for stocks in these two 
segments.“Nifty Midcap and Small-
cap indices have been relatively 
outperforming since calendar year 
2020 (CY20) beginning. Going 
ahead, we expect both indices 
to see acceleration in relative 
outperformance in the coming 
weeks. Currently, both indices have 
bounced after retracing 61.8 per 
cent of mid-January up move. The 
secondary corrective phase has 
helped indices to undergo healthy 
consolidation paving the way for 
next leg of up move,” wrote analysts 
at ICICI Securities in a recent report.
New highMeanwhile, the fund 
raising via the QIP route is likely 
to touch an all-time high during 
the current financial year 2019-20 

(FY20). Thus far in financial year 
2019-20 (FY20), 13 companies 
have raised around Rs 51,118 crore 
via QIP route. Fundraising via this 
route had hit a record high back in 
FY18, with 51 companies raising 
Rs 57,524 crore during the fiscal, 
according to PRIME Database.
Private sector lender YES Bank has 
on Saturday said it has received 
shareholders' nod to raise capital 
up to Rs 10,000 crore via issuance of 
equity shares or other convertible 
securities. Torrent Pharmaceuticals, 
Piramal Enterprises, Adani Power, 
Adani Transmission and Adani 
Enterprises are among those 
have passed a Board resolution to 
raise up to Rs 7,000 crore each via 
the QIP route, shows data.Going 
ahead, Chokkalingam expects more 
companies, especially from the top 
250 stocks (in terms of market-
cap) to join the race to accumulate 
financial resources through QIPs, as 
the kind of valuation they enjoy in 
the secondary market is at a record 
high level for most.

NEW DELHI, AGENCYS.
Google has confirmed that head of 
human resources Eileen Naughton was 
stepping away from her job as "vice 
president of people operations" at 
the internet company."We're grateful 
to Eileen for all she's done and look 
forward to her next chapter at Google," 
Sundar Pichai, the head of Google and 
its parent company Alphabet, said in 
a statement on Monday. Google added 
more than 70,000 employees during 
Naughton's time as head of human 
resources, according to Pichai.
Naughton said that she would work 
with Pichai and chief financial officer 
Ruth Porat to find a successor."My 
husband and I have decided—after six 
years on the road, first in London and 
now San Francisco—to return home to 
New York to be closer to our family," 
Naughton said. In recent years, the 

Google workplace has been disrupted 
by employee opposition to top-
level decisions ranging from forging 
contracts with the US military to 
tailoring a version of the search engine 
for China.Google in November fired four 
employees on the grounds they had 
violated data security policies, but the 
tech titan was accused of persecuting 
them for trying to unionise staff.The 
dismissals of the quartet—dubbed the 
"Thanksgiving Four" on social media—
deepened staff-management tensions 
at a company once seen as a paradigm 
of Silicon Valley freedoms but now 
embroiled in numerous controversies. 
One of the workers fired was connected 
to a petition condemning Google for 
working with the US customs and 
border patrol agency, which has been 
involved in President Donald Trump's 
crackdown on illegal immigration.

NEW DELHI, AGENCYS.
Benchmark equities reversed 
losses of the previous two sessions 
and marched ahead Tuesday 
as investors comforted from 
the decline in the rate of newly 
reported cases of Coronavirus in 
China. Broad-based buying across 
sectors lifted the benchmark S&P 
BSE Sensex to 41,216 level, up 
237 points or 0.58 per cent. NTPC, 
Maruti Suzuki, Power Grid, and 
IndusInd Bank, up in the range of 
1.6 and 3 per cent, settled the day 
as the top gainers on the 30-share 
index. On the flipside, Nestle 
India, Bharti Airtel, M&M, and 
TCS were the top laggards.On the 
NSE, the broader 50-share index 
managed to hold the 12,100-mark 
and closed at 12,108 level, up 

76 points or 0.63 per cent.In the 
intra-day deals, the Sensex and 
Nifty50 hit a high of 41,444.34 
and 12,172.30 level, respectively.
On the sectoral front, only Nifty 
FMCG index slipped into the red 
at close, down 0.3 per cent. On the 
upside, Nifty Bank, Pharma, Metal, 
and Private Bank indices added 
0.8 per cent each.The broader 
market counters, however, 
underperformed today. The S&P 

BSE mid-cap index closed 0.35 
per cent higher at 15,836 level, 
meanwhile the S&P BSE small-
cap index slipped 0.19 per cent 
to close at 14,748 level.GLOBAL 
MARKETSEuropean shares rose 
to a record high early Tuesday 
as a slowdown in the rate of new 
infections in the coronavirus 
outbreak provided some relief, 
although markets still worried 
over the wider global economic 
impact. The pan-European STOXX 
600 index rose as much as 0.7 per 
cent to a record high of 427.46.
In Asia, MSCI's broadest index of 
Asia-Pacific shares outside Japan 
rose 0.9 per cent, with Shanghai 
blue chips ahead by 0.8 per cent.
Japan's Nikkei was closed for a 
holiday.

MARKET WRAP: Sensex zooms 237 
pts, Nifty holds 12,100; metals gain

Google says HR chief stepping down 
as company faces worker activism

Titan launches new 
smart watch, Hyderabad 

Development Centre
NEW DELHI, AGENCYS.
Leading Indian diver-

sified watch maker Titan 
on Tuesday launched Con-
nected X, a full touch smart 
watch and announced 
here the acquisition of 
HUG Innovations which 
has been transformed into 
Hyderabad Development 
Centre."With the launch of 
our latest product, Titan 
Connected X and the crea-
tion of Hyderabad Devel-
opment Centre we have 
strengthened our play in 
the wearables journey," 
said Titan Watches and 
Wearables business chief 
executive S. Ravi Kant.
Available in three vari-
ants and equipped with 13 
features, Titan Connected 
X has been priced at Rs 
14,995.Ravi Kant also an-
nounced the acquisition 
of Hyderabad-based HUG 
Innovations, a 23-member 
startup with expertise in 
hardware, firmware, soft-
ware and cloud technology. 

NEW DELHI, AGENCYS.
Chinese President Xi Jinping warned 
top officials last week that efforts 
to contain the new coronavirus had 
gone too far, threatening the country's 
economy, sources told Reuters, days 
before Beijing rolled out measures 
to soften the blow.With growth at 
its slowest in nearly three decades, 
China's leaders seem eager to strike 
a balance between protecting an 
already-slowing economy and 
stamping out an epidemic that has 
killed more than 1,000 people and 
infected more than 40,000.
After reviewing reports on the 
outbreak from the National 
Development and Reform 
Commission (NDRC) and other 
economic departments, Xi told local 
officials during a Feb 3 meeting of the 
Politburo's Standing Committee that 
some of the actions taken to contain 
the virus are harming the economy, 
said two people familiar with the 
meeting, who declined to be named 
because of the sensitivity of the 
matter. He urged them to refrain from 
"more restrictive measures", the two 
people said.Local authorities outside 
Wuhan - where the virus is thought 
to have first taken hold - have shut 

down schools and factories, sealed 
off roads and railways, banned 
public events and even locked down 
residential compounds. Xi said 
some of those steps have not been 
practical and have sown fear among 
the public, they said.China's state 
council information office did not 
immediately respond to requests for 
comment.The official Xinhua News 
Agency, reporting on the Politburo 
meeting last Monday, called the 
coronavirus outbreak "a major 
test of China's system and capacity 
for governance." It added, without 
details, that "party committees and 
governments of all levels were urged 
to achieve the targets of economic and 
social development this year."Since 

the meeting, China's central bank 
has vowed to step up support for the 
economy and prepared policy tools to 
offset the damage. The NDRC said at 
a weekend briefing that it was urging 
companies and factories to resume 
work, especially in "key industries" 
such as food and pharmaceuticals."In 
the context of the epidemic and 
the downward pressure on the 
economy, it is more important 
to maintain economic growth," 
Pan Gongsheng, vice-governor of 
China's central bank, said on Friday.
On Monday, Zhejiang province, an 
economic powerhouse in eastern 
China, ordered local authorities not 
to overreact by restricting everyday 
movement or shutting down "shops 

of chain stores and convenience 
stores that sell daily necessities such 
as vegetables, cooking oil as well 
as meat, eggs and dairy products," 
according to a government release.
China has unveiled new tax policies 
as it tries to reduce the burden 
on industries hit heavily by the 
epidemic.Reuters reported this 
month that policymakers in China 
are preparing measures, including 
more fiscal spending and interest 
rate cuts, amid expectations the 
outbreak will devastate first-quarter 
growth.Many in China returned to 
work on Monday after the Lunar New 
Year holiday was effectively extended 
for about 10 days, but morning 
commutes were far less crowded 
than usual and numerous factories 
remained shut.The ruling Communist 
Party's propaganda department last 
week ordered state media to focus 
on "economic recovery", according 
to a person with direct knowledge 
of the order, who declined to be 
named because of the sensitivity of 
the situation.China's official media 
has been trying to project calm. In a 
Monday editorial, the official People's 
Daily urged the public to deal with 
the epidemic with a "positive mood".

Xi warned officials that efforts to stop virus could hurt economy: Report
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 Sara Ali Khan was 
on a roll promoting 
her upcoming film 
Love Aaj Kal. During 
her promotions in 
different cities and on 
varied platforms, the 
young actress showed 
her fashionable side 
and dazzled in her 
gorgeous looks. From 
ethnic wears to chic 
numbers, Sara pulled 
off all her appearances 
effortlessly. The 
Simmba actress looked 
chic in a short dress at 
a promotional event. 
Sara looked stunning in 
the red and white stripe 
number that featured 
off-shoulder and was 
above her knees. The 
actress paired the 
ensemble with red 
metallic stilettos and 
subtle makeup. At a 

promotional event in 
Jaipur, Sara wore a 
vibrant lehenga with 
zig-zag patterns in 
multi-hues, which she 
paired with a maroon 
and white printed 
sleeveless blouse and a 
matching long cape. The 
Kedarnath actress kept 
her makeup minimal 
with kohl-clad eyes and 
nude lip colour. The 
young actress looked 
beautiful in a white 
floral embellished 
sharara suit. The 
all-floral ethnic outfit 
consisted of a short 
kurti, flared sharara and 
a coordinating sheer 
dupatta. Her ensemble 
was heavily adorned 
with floral embroideries 
in multi-colours. The 
actress accessorised 
her look with floral 

hoops. The Pataudi 
Princess dazzled in a 
rosy pink dress, as she 
appeared at the sets 
of Bigg Boss for the 
promotion. The actress 
looked mesmerising 
in the sleeveless 
embellished dress with 
asymmetric hemline. 
Sara highlighted her 
intense eyes with a 
dash of colour and kept 
her wavy hair open. At 
an event in Ahmedabad, 
Sara stepped out in an 
off-white sleeveless 
kurti that had 
chikankari embroidery 
throughout. The diva 
teamed it with a white 
sharara that featured 
a border in pink and 
yellow tones, and a 
chikankari dupatta with 
the same border. Sara 
accessorised.

Sara Ali Khan flaunted her chic sartorial 
picks for Love Aaj Kal promotions
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Handsome hunk of Bollywood, Sanjay Dutt just 
took to his social media profile and wished 
his wife, Maanayata Dutt on their wedding 
anniversary as he shares an adorable Instagram 
post to wish her.Actor Sanjay Dutt married 
Maanayata Dutt in 2008 and the couple is 
blessed with two beautiful children’s, Shahraan 
and Iqra. Sanjay and Maanayata have always 
been each other's pillars. They've seen tough 
times together, coming out stronger than before. 
Sanjay Dutt took to his social media and shared 
a stunning picture video with wife and wrote, 
“Don’t know what I would do without you... Happy 
anniversary @maanayata” On the other hand, 
Maanayata too showered love on hubby with 
an equally adorable reply. She wrote, “There is 
no feeling in the world like knowing you have 
someone by your side to face whatever life 
throws at you. thank you @duttsanjay for being 
that someone in my life for years and forever to 
come #happyanniversary #besthalf #love #grace 
#positivity #dutts #togetherness #beautifullife 
#thankyougod”Meanwhile on the work front, 
Sanjay Dutt is all set for Mahesh Bhatt's Sadak 
2 co-starring Pooja Bhatt, Alia Bhatt, and Aditya 
Roy Kapur. He will later be seen in Bhuj: The Pride 
of India alongside Ajay Devgn. The actor also got 
KGF 2 in his kitty.

Sanjay Dutt Wishes 
Maanayata Dutt On Their 
Wedding Anniversary

People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals 
(PETA) India has slammed dairy company 
Amul for a tribute ad to Hollywood star Joaquin 
Phoenix and his Oscar-winning title role in the 
film "Joker".Oscar winner Phoenix made a moving 
acceptance speech on Monday where he spoke of 
the importance of animal rights and against dairy 
cruelty."I think we've become very disconnected 
from the natural world. Many of us are guilty of an 
egocentric world view, and we believe that we're 
the centre of the universe. We go into the natural 
world and we plunder it for its resources. We feel 
entitled to artificially inseminate a cow and steal 
her baby, even though her cries of anguish are 
unmistakeable," Phoenix said in his Oscar speech.
"Then, we take her milk that's intended for her 
calf and we put it in our coffee and our cereal. We 
fear the idea of personal change, because we think 
we need to sacrifice something; to give something 
up. But human beings at our best are so creative 
and inventive, and we can create, develop and 
implement systems of change that are beneficial 
to all sentient beings and the environment," he 
added.Amul then came out with an ad, where 
the iconic Amul girl is seen feeding butter to the 
actor, who follows a vegan diet, on the stage.PETA 
India has slammed Amul by taking to Twitter 
stating: "The joke's on you @Amul_Coop! In his 
#Oscar speech, #JoaquinPhoenix spoke against 
dairy cruelty. Do the cows a favour and switch to 
making soya, almond, oat or other plant milk," a 
tweet from teh official handle of PETA India read.
Sachin Bangera, PETA India's Director of Celebrity 
and Public Relations, wrote: "It's nonsensical @
Amul_Coop! Wish you had done a little more 
research, or just heard #JoaquinPhoenix's Oscar 
speech. He's VEGAN! He DOES NOT consume 
dairy. His speech was about ditching dairy. 
#NotCoolAmul"

Joker' tribute to Joaquin 
Phoenix by Amul faces 
PETA ire
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VishwakapehelaKhelotsav gets 
even more exciting on Sony SAB
They said, winning is not the 
only thing, it is everything! 
Fans of Sony SAB’s Tenali 
Rama will soon discover this 
as Vijaynagar is all set to host 
VishwakapehelaKhelotsav. 
Khelotsav will feature exciting 
competitions across various 
sports such as kabaddi, arm 
wrestling to even boat racing. 
Two teams, Vijayanagar and 
Durjangadhled by their Kings 
will witnessa cut-throat 
competition between the 
kingdoms where everyone’s 
beloved Pandit Rama 
Krishna(Krishna Bharadwaj) 
will showcase his true talents 
even in the field of sports to 

support Vijayanagar. After an 
intense Kabaddi match where 
Pandit Rama Krishna and 
wicked Pralay(Ajay Chaudhary) 
join hands and come out 
victorious in this intense battle 
of nerves, agility and strength. 
Vijayanagar has just won the 
first leg of Khelotsav with an 
exciting line-up of competitions 
ahead that will decide the fate 
of Vijayanagar. 
After an intense game of 
Kabaddi, Vijayanagar is getting 
ready to host a boat race 
between the two kingdoms. 
While the teams are busy 
preparing for the competition, 
evil Pralay is scheming to trick 
King Balakumara(Shakti Anand) 
into losing. Buckle-up and 

get ready for some nail-biting 
and edge of the seat action as 
Khelotsav is all set to kick-off. 
Krishna Bharadwaj, essaying 
the role of Bhaskar and Pandit 
Rama Krishna said, “Shooting 
for Khelotsav brought out my 
inner child. We shot for various 
competitions and it was a 
refreshing change all together. 
The viewers will witness 
the ultimate competition as 
Vijayanagar and Pandit Rama 
Krishna take on the field to win 
the battle of strength, agility 
and wit. We all were thrilled 
when the story was directed 
towards Khelotsav as it is unlike 
anything we have done before. I 
am looking forward to witness 
our viewers’ reactions.” 

Shraddha Kapoor Drops 
The Teaser Of Dus Bahane 

2.0 From Baaghi 3

After dropping the first look poster of Dus Bahane 2.0 Party 
Anthem Jam, the makers of Baaghi 3 are out with the official 
teaser of the first song from the forthcoming action thriller. 
Actress Shraddha Kapoor dropped the teaser on her social 
media profile. She captioned it, “Get ready to lose yourself to 
the most badass party song of the year. #DusBahane 2.0 coming 
out tomorrow. #Baaghi3 #SajidNadiadwala @iTIGERSHROFF @
Riteishd @khan_ahmedasas @WardaNadiadwala @TSeries @
VishalDadlani @ShekharRavjiani @foxstarhindi @NGEMovies” 
The song is a creative collaboration of Vishal Dadlani and 
Shekhar Ravjiani and it will feature Tiger Shroff and Shraddha 
Kapoor. The full song will be out tomorrow.Baaghi 3, an action 
thriller helmed by Ahmed Khan is produced by Nadiadwala 
Grandson Entertainment and Fox Star Studios, it is a spiritual 
sequel to Baaghi (2016) and Baaghi 2 (2018). The film also stars 
Riteish Deshmukh in the lead role.The story revolves around 
Ronnie and Vikram (Tiger and Riteish), are brothers who 
shares an unbreakable bond. Since childhood, Ronnie always 
comes to the rescue whenever Vikram falls in any trouble. Their 
journey begins when a certain turn in events, leads Vikram 
to travel in Syria to complete some work.On this trip, Vikram 
gets kidnapped by people who are not to be messed with but 
as Ronnie witnesses his brother getting beaten and kidnapped 
by ISIS, he knows that he will do whatever it takes to destroy 
anyone and anything that stands in the way of Vikram’s safety. 
Ronnie goes on a rampage of destruction to see his brother safe 
again, even if it means that he independently has to take on an 
entire country.

Will Pandit Rama Krishna help 
Vijayanagar emerge victorious?

 Singer Adnan Sami is 
out with one of the most 
stunning and spectular 
new song, Tu Yaad Aya, 
and the song also features 
Adah Sharma.Tu Yaad Aya, 
a song about love that 
doesn’t find its fruition, 
is sung by Adnan. The 
music and lyrics are by 
Kunaal Vermaa. Directed 
by Arvindr Khaira, the 
song celebrates the 
incompleteness of love. 
Adnan Sami dropped the 
song on his social media 
profile. He captioned 
it, “AND HERE IT IS...
The heartfelt melody of 
#TuYaadAya will hold 
a special place in your 

heart! Song out now...@
itsBhushanKumar @
TSeries @adah_sharma 
@kunaalvermaa77 @
arvinderkhaira” The 
song is evocative and 
mellifluous and will 
definitely tug at your 
heart strings. The song 
has been produced and 
presented by Bhushan 
Kumar’s T-Series. Adah 
Sharma also shared the 
song on her social media 
profile and dedicated it 
to her ex-boyfriends. She 
wrote, “I'm dedicating 
this song to 73 of my ex 
boyfriends (imaginary 
and real included)...we 
are releasing it 3 days before Valentine's day so u can learn it up and sing 

it for me on Valentine's 
day...#TuYaadAya @
AdnanSamiLive @TSeries 
@itsBhushanKumar 
@arvinderkhaira @
kunaalvermaa77” 
Bhushan and Adnan 
have previously worked 
on several albums and 
delivered hit tracks such 
as Tera Chehra, Meri Yaad 
Rakhna, Teri Yaad, Kisi 
Din, Baarish and others.
The song is presented 
and produced by Bhushan 
Kumar, featuring Adnan 
Sami and Adah Sharma, 
with music and lyrics 
by Kunaal Vermaa has 
been directed by Arvindr 
Khaira.

Actor Soham Majumdar, who played a loyal 
friend in the Shahid Kapoor blockbuster 
"Kabir Singh", will star in a Bengali 
movie film titled "Brahma Janen Gopon 
Kommoti". It is about a battle against 
gender discrimination in professional 
and personal lives of a woman.The film 
by director Aritra Mukherjee is about 
Shabari, a woman priest, lecturer and 
performing artiste, who gets married into 
an orthodox household. While getting 
accustomed to her new home, she realises 
that she has to keep one side of her entity 
a complete secret. Thus begins the secret 
life of Shabari. "For long people said that a 
woman's body isn't pure enough. That was 
an excuse to keep them miles way from 
performing different rituals for years by 
imposing these taboos and norms on them 
forcefully," said Mukherjee." 'Brahma Janen 
Gopon Kommoti' is a film that highlights 
and challenges these wrong notions and 

meaningless taboos. The trailer and the 
film send out a strong message for all the 
women in the country and even if one 
woman breaks these taboos after watching 
this film, it will be a success," she added.
It has story, screenplay by Zinia Sen, 
dialogues by Samragnee Bandyopadhyay 
and music by Anindya Chatterjee.
Produced by Nandita Roy and Shiboprosad 
Mukherjee, the film also stars Ritabhari 
Chakraborty.The film is set for a March 6 
release.

Tu Yaad Aya Out Now, Feat Adnan Sami And Adah Sharma 'Kabir Singh' actor in a Bengali 
film with message for women

RRR' shatters 
'Baahunali 2' pre-
release business 
record: Film trade

Telugu super-director SS 
Rajamouli is not done with 
breaking records. After the 
tremendous success of his 
"Baahubali" films, he is back 
with "RRR". The film's theatrical 
rights have registered big 
numbers in south India, confirms 
the trade."@ssrajamouli's #RRR 
shatters pre-release business of 
#Baahubali2 with huge margin. 
AP, Telangana collect record Rs 
215 cr. Karnataka rights sold - 
50cr. Overseas rights bought for 
70 cr. #RRR would easily do the 
pre-release business of more 
than 400 Crores, South India and 
Overseas," trade analyst Komal 
Nahta tweeted on Tuesday.
It is said that the makers are 
eyeing on big numbers in the 
North India market too, as the 
director had already made his 
mark with the "Baahubali" 
franchise.In order to reach 
out to an all-India market, 
Rajamouli has cast Bollywood 
stars Alia Bhatt and Ajay Devgn 
in "RRR", along with Telugu 
stars NTR Jr. and Ram Charan. 
International actors Olivia 
Morris, Alison Doody and Ray 
Stevenson will also be seen in 
pivotal roles."RRR" is scheduled 
to release on January 8 next year 
in 10 Indian languages, and is 
being said to be one of the most 
expensive films ever made in 
India.
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