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New Delhi, Agency.  The Central Bureau 
of Investigation Thursday arrested a 
senior officer attached to the office of Delhi 
Deputy CM Manish Sisodia in a case of 
alleged corruption.Sources said the officer, 
identified as Gopal Krishna Madhav, is 
alleged to be involved in a case of bribery to 
the tune of Rs 2 lakh and was arrested after 
a trap was laid. His arrest is in connection 
with a matter related to GST, sources said.
Sources said the decision to arrest him was 
taken late Thursday evening and he was 
eventually arrested at around 11.30 pm. 
Madhav was taken to the CBI Headquarters 
for questioning, officials said. Sources said 
that in 2015, Madhav, then posted with the 
department of trade and taxes of the Delhi 
government, was relieved and attached to 
the office of Sisodia. Since then, he has been 
an officer on special duty at his office.

OSD to Manish Sisodia held 
in alleged bribery case

New Delhi, Agency.  Days after the 
Shiv Sena called for eviction of Muslim 
infiltrators from Bangladesh and 
Pakistan, the MNS Friday put up a poster 
outside the residence of Maharashtra 
Chief Minister Uddhav Thackeray seeking 
a “clean up” of the colonies which have 
“cropped up in your own courtyard in 
Bandra”. The poster by the MNS, which 
recently backed the Narendra Modi-
led government on the Citizenship 
(Amendment) Act, read, “Bangladeshi 
and Pakistani infiltrators need to be 
expelled from India. If this is your stand, 
then you need to clean up these colonies 
of infiltrators which has cropped up in 
your own courtyard in Bandra first.” 
The MNS has announced to take out a 
huge rally on February 9 to drive out 
the infiltrators. On January 25, the Sena 
had said that Muslim infiltrators from 
Bangladesh and Pakistan should be 
thrown out of India. The party also took 
a dig at MNS chief Raj Thackeray over 
his ideological shift towards Hindutva, 
saying that dealing with the Hindutva 
ideology as propagated by V D Savarkar 
and late party founder Balasaheb 
Thackeray was not a child’s play. Further, 
it taunted him saying that having two 
flags showed a confused state of mind. 
“Pakistani and Bangladeshi Muslim 
infiltrators should be thrown out of the 
country. There should not be any doubt 
about it. But it is amusing to see a party 
changing its flag… having two flags is a 
sign of a confused mindset,” an editorial 
in Sena mouthpiece Saamana had said.

MNS poster outside Uddhav 
Thackeray’s house: Remove infiltrators 
from your own courtyard first

Chandigarh, Agency.  A FIRST year 
student from Panjab University’s Human 
Rights department was allegedly beaten 
up by a group of security guards in the 
parking lot outside the emerging areas 
building of the university. The student and 
his friend were parking his car outside 
the building when a security guard asked 
them to leave, to make space for faculty 
parking. The student alleged that the guard 
attempted to deflate his tire when he 
refused to remove his car from the parking 
space and even verbally abused him, which 
led to a physical altercation between the 
guard and the student. “After the one on 
one altercation, a group of guards heading 
to a capacity building meeting passed by 
the location and they also got into the 
altercation,” said Ashwani Koul, Chief 
Security Officer at the University. The 
student alleged that all the guards beat him 
up together, but Koul said that some of the 
guards were trying to help the student get 
away from those beating him. 

Panjab University security 
guards ‘beat up’ student

New Delhi, Agency. 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi landed at the 
Guwahati airport in Assam Friday for the first time 
after the contentious Citizenship (Amendment) Act 
(CAA) came into force. He is scheduled to address 
a public rally at the Bodo Territorial Area District 
(BTAD), days after the government signed the Bodo 
Accord for lasting peace in the region. Protests had 
broken out in Assam after Parliament passed the new 
citizenship law. PM Modi had cancelled his two visits, 

including one with Japanese premier Shinzo Abe, to 
the state for various reasons. Sources said the PM is 
likely to address the public on issues related to the 
“anxieties” associated with CAA in the state. Assam 
was the first state to begin protesting against the 
CAA immediately after it was passed in Parliament. 
Assamese people have expressed fear that CAA 
would regularise citizenship of several outsiders in 
the state and thus impact its demography and ethno-
cultural integrity. Sources also said the PM will fly to 
Guwahati and then take a chopper to Kokrajhar. After 
the rally, he will fly to West Bengal and then to Delhi.

PM addresses rally in 
Kokrajhar, takes a dig at Rahul 
Gandhi on ‘danda’ remark

Mangaluru, Agency. 

Months after registering a case against 
a school in Kalladka, Dakshina Kannada, 
after its students re-enacted the 
demolition of the Babri Masjid as part of 
its Sports Day programmes, the Karnataka 
Police is yet to file a chargesheet against 
the accused. The cops are now seeking 
legal opinion as the students who enacted 
the play are minors. In December 2019, 
the students of Sri Rama Vidyakendra High 
School in Dakshina Kannada’s Kalladka is 
owned by Kalladka Prabhakar Bhat, who 
is a member of the south-central regional 
executive committee of the RSS, re-enacted 
the demolition of the Babri Masjid. 

A video clip of the play went viral on 
social media. On the basis of a complaint 
filed by a Popular Front of India (PFI) 
leader, Aboobacker Siddique, the police 
registered a case and booked our people, 
including Kalladka Prabhakar Bhat, who 
are all governing body members of the 
Sri Rama Vidyakendra High School. But 
now the police are seeking legal opinion 
for further proceedings in the case. 
Speaking to Indianexpress.com, Dakshina 
Kannada Superintendent of Police B M 
Laxmi Prasad, said, “We are recording 

witness statements, and we have sent 
the video footage to the Forensic Science 
Laboratory (FSL) to check the veracity of 
the video. Now we are taking legal opinion 
from experts on proceeding with filing the 
chargesheet since all those who enacted 
the sequences were children.”

 In the video, more than a hundred 
students, dressed in white shirts and 
saffron dhotis and holding saffron flags, are 
seen rushing towards a poster of the Babri 
Masjid as the narrator describes the event 
on a loudspeaker. The narrator in Kannada 
says: “They demolish the structure with 
anything they can get their hands on. 
With enthusiasm, Hanuman bhaktas with 
Hanuman’s anger, demolish the Babri 
structure.” When the narrator says ‘Bolo 
Shri Ramachandra ki Jai!, Bharath Mata 
ki, Jai!’, the poster of the Babri Masjid has 
been brought down by students. 

Karnataka Police yet to file chargesheet against 
school where Babri Masjid demolition was enacted

New Delhi, Agency.  

Two weeks after the Punjab and Haryana High 
Court specifically banned “display of designation/ 
description of offices/ unauthorised use of emblems 
on government/ private vehicles”, the Chandigarh 
Administration on Thursday exempted its top 
bureaucrats in an order passed by the UT transport 
department citing “worthy” UT Adviser’s “directions”. 
Asking the Chandigarh Administration to implement 
its directions within 72 hours, the High Court on 
January 24 had stated, “During the course of hearing, 
it was brought to the notice of the court by the 
learned amicus curiae that on government vehicles/
private vehicles, designation/descriptions of offices/
unauthorised emblems are displayed. Words like 
court, army, police, press etc are written on private 
vehicles which are not permissible under the law. 

Accordingly, the display of designation/
description of offices/unauthorized use of emblems 
on government/private vehicles is banned 
forthwith.” During the hearing, the High Court had 
declined a prayer seeking exemption for displaying 
words like doctors. On January 24, the High Court 
had pointed out what all is exempted and ordered 
that “only ambulances/fire brigades, police patrols 
and any vehicle used for salvage are exempted”. 
The next hearing in the case is on Friday. However, 
the UT transport department’s order issued on 

Thursday and circulated to all the top officers 
and departments concerned, including UT Police, 
reads, “in due compliance of Punjab and Haryana 
High Court order in CWP-PIL dated January 24, the 
worthy Adviser to the Administrator has hereby 
directed that following instructions may come into 
immediate effect  The words like government/ UT 
Administration can be allowed to be displayed when 
the occupants are performing government duties. 
District Magistrate, Additional District Magistrates 
as District Magistrates, doctors, ambulance, fire 
brigade can display their designation only during 
performance of magisterial/medical duty in 
emergency situation”. The same order read, “No 
government or private vehicle will carry the word 
like court, army, airport, navy, police, press etc and 
no government or private vehicle will carry the 
designation like chairman, vice-chairman etc.”

Ban on display of designations on vehicles, 
Chandigarh exempts top babus ‘on official duty’

OSD held in ‘bribery’ case
Sisodia used money to ‘send biryani’ 
to Shaheen Bagh, says Parvesh Verma

New Delhi, Agency. 

BJP MP Parvesh Verma Friday 
attacked Delhi Deputy Chief Minister 
Manish Sisodia over the arrest of an 
OSD in a case of alleged corruption 
and said the money was used by the 
Aam Aadmi Party leader for “taking 
biryani” to  Shaheen Bagh. Speaking 
to ANI, the BJP leader said, “This is 
not for the first time in five years that 
such a complaint has been made. We 
have complained earlier too. OSD is 
just a title. The title’s owner is our 
deputy chief minister. This bribery 
money goes inside his pocket and is 
used for sending biryani to Shaheen 
Bagh.” The remarks came a day after 
the Election Commission issued a 
notice to Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister 
Yogi Adityanath for saying that 
that Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal 
offered biryani to Shaheen Bagh 
protesters. Adityanath had made 
this remark during a speech in the 
national capital on February 1. The 
poll panel has asked him to respond 
to the notice by 5 pm Friday. Earlier 
in the day, Sisodia sought stringent 
action against the Goods and Services 
Tax (GST) officer who is attached to 
his office and was arrested by the 
Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) 
in a case of alleged corruption.

Taking to Twitter, Sisodia said, 
“I’ve learnt that a GST officer has been 
arrested by the CBI for taking bribe. 
The agency must take strict action 
against him. I myself have caught such 
corrupt officials in the past five years.” 
On Thursday, sources said the officer, 
identified as Gopal Krishna Madhav, 
is alleged to be involved in a case of 
bribery to the tune of Rs 2 lakh and 
was arrested after a trap was laid. His 
arrest is in connection with a matter 

related to GST, sources said.Sources 
said the decision to arrest him was 
taken late Thursday evening and 
he was eventually arrested around 
11.30 pm. Madhav was taken to the 
CBI headquarters for questioning, 
officials said. Sources said that in 
2015, Madhav, then posted with the 
department of trade and taxes of the 
Delhi government, was relieved and 
attached to the office of Sisodia. Since 
then, he has been an officer on special 

duty at his office. On Wednesday, 
the poll panel had slapped a 24-
hour campaign ban on Verma for his 
“terrorist” remark against Kejriwal. 
This was the second time that Singh, 
the MP from West Delhi, has been 
penalised by the polling body. Earlier, 
Singh was barred from campaigning 
for 96 hours after he told news agency 
ANI that protesters at Shaheen Bagh 
will “enter your homes and rape your 
sisters and daughters”.

On way to court for dowry case hearing, woman attacked with acid
Valsad district : The woman, identified as Sachi Bokade  is a resident of Khargone district in Madhya Pradesh

Surat, Agency.  

Two bike-borne youths threw acid on a woman 
when she was on her way to a court for a dowry 
case hearing in Valsad district on Thursday, 
police said. The woman, identified as Sachi 
Bokade (40), is a resident of Khargone district 
in Madhya Pradesh. She reached Umbergaon 
taluka in Valsad district on Thursday to appear 
in court for a dowry case she had lodged 
against her husband and in-laws. The woman 
is reportedly out of danger, police said. Sachi 
married Amol Bokade, a resident of Umbergaon 
taluka in Valsad district, in 2013. She walked out 
of her in-law’s place in 2015 alleging “regular 
mental and physical torture by her husband 
and his parents”, police said. She went back to 
her parents in Madhya Pradesh and lodged a 
complaint of dowry and harassment against 
her in-laws with local police in Khargone 
district in 2015. The case was transferred to 
Umbergaon police station in Valsad after a few 
days. Following this, the Umber-gaon police 
arrested the accused persons, who later got bail. 
Sachi came down to Gujarat with her brother 
from Madhya Pradesh on Thursday for the case 
hearing. As the Umbergaon beach was close to 

the court, she went 
directly there from 
the railway station to 
freshen up at a public 
washroom before 
heading to the court, 
police added. The 
complainant told the 
police that when she 

stepped out of the washroom, two bike-borne 
youths came near her and threatened her to 
withdraw the case against Bokade family, while 
the pillion rider threw acid on her. The attackers 
were wearing helmets. Sachi’s brother who was 
at a little distance from her immediately took 
her to a government hospital for treatment. 
Umbergaon police took her statements and 
lodged an offence under IPC section 326 (B), 114 
against two unknown youths.

Umbergaon police sub-inspector J J Dabhi 
said, “We have registered an offence. In her 
complaint, she had mentioned that the youths 
had threatened her to withdraw her complaint. 
We are collecting CCTV footage from nearby 
shops to identify the accused. The condition of 
the victim is stable. The acid fell on her chest, but 
she is stable.”

Vadodara, Agency.  A day after the Gujarat High Court received a bomb threat for four of 
Gujarat’s district courts, security was beefed up on the premises of the Vadodara district 
court on Friday. According to police officials, the Vadodara Police was apprised of the threat 

through a letter by the Gujarat High Court 
on Thursday night and an immediate 
check was conducted on the premises 
of the court. A bomb squad, Special 
Operations Group, dog squad and the 
local police were roped in to conduct 
a thorough check on the premise. “We 
were informed about a bomb threat to 
the district court by the Gujarat High 
Court, following which we conducted 
a thorough check of the premises. We 
did not find anything suspicious but the 
security around has been beefed up and 
police personnel from the Gotri Police 

Station have been deputed,” said in-charge SOG, Vadodara, VB Aal. Advocates entering the 
premises and their vehicles will be frisked on Friday and will have to follow strict security 
protocol along with all the common public entering the court’s premises.

Security beefed up at Vadodara 
district court over bomb threat

This bribery money goes inside his pocket and is 
used for sending biryani to Shaheen Bagh.” The 

remarks came a day after the Election Commission 
issued a notice to Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi 

Adityanath for saying that that Chief Minister Arvind 
Kejriwal offered biryani to Shaheen Bagh protesters. 
Adityanath had made this remark during a speech in 
the national capital on February 1. The poll panel has 

asked him to respond to the notice by 5 pm Friday. 

Assam was the first state to begin 
protesting against the CAA immediately 

after it was passed in Parliament
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In Rajya Sabha, Opposition unites only in spirit, no plan to show

Omar, Mehbooba under PSA : Detention without 
charges worst abomination, says Chidambaram

New Delhi, Agency. 

The Opposition united Thursday 
to launch a blistering attack on the 
government in Rajya Sabha on a range of 
issues, and moved an unprecedented 431 
amendments on the Motion of Thanks 
to the President’s address, but “lack of 
coordination” resulted in Opposition 
members failing to force voting on the 
amendments, or turn the tables on the 
ruling party like they had done in 2015 
and 2016. The Opposition did not reach 
out to fence-sitters like the BJD and NDA 
allies Akali Dal, LJP and JD(U) which 
have openly expressed reservations on 
plans for a nationwide NRC. Among the 
amendments was one which wanted the 
President’s address to express regret on 
the failure to “allay the people’s fear of a 
nationwide NRC and NPR”. 

Many senior leaders, including Ahmed 
Patel and P Chidambaram of Congress 
and Derek O’ Brien of Trinamool 
Congress, were not in the House when 
the Prime Minister replied to the debate. 
The Opposition staged a walkout once 
his speech was over and did not move 
the amendments this raised questions 
on the “silence” over issues ranging from 
the CAA to the Kashmir clampdown to 
the economic slowdown. The BSP did 
not join the other parties in the walkout. 
The Opposition, however, was combative. 

Senior Congress leader Anand Sharma 
tore into the government, saying the 
President’s address was “disappointing” 
and “uninspiring” as it did not talk about 
the current economic situation and job 
crisis. He charged the government with 
“monumental mismanagement of the 
economy” and said it had embarked on 
a “grand sale” of national assets created 
over decades to finance the revenue 
deficit. The government, he said, was 
running away from the real issues.
President Ram Nath Kovind’s address to 
joint sitting of Parliament Sharma said it 
was unfortunate that the government had 

listed the CAA as an achievement in the 
President’s address. “The jury is still out. 
The matter is pending with the Supreme 
Court. There is anxiety in several states,” 
he said. Members across Opposition 
parties had moved amendments to insert 
lines in the President’s address stating 
that the CAA undermined the secular 
concept of citizenship, discriminated on 
religious lines and had caused hardships 
and anxiety to people. The Trinamool 
Congress amendments, for instance, 
sought additions to the speech, expressing 
regret on the failure to “acknowledge the 
hardships and anxieties of people caused 

due to the passing of the Citizenship 
Amendment Act, 2019” and “allay the 
people’s fear of a nationwide NRC and 
NPR”. But the Opposition enthusiasm 
dissipated as the debate came to a close. 
The Opposition benches were not full 
when the Prime Minister launched a 
scathing attack on the “Congress and 
its friends.” Sources in the Opposition 
camp later told The Indian Express that 
some of the parties had decided to press 
for voting. And leaders blamed each 
other for the failure. One leader said 
the Congress did not coordinate with 
other parties. “There was no meeting. 
There was no proper plan. But three-
four parties  the Congress, DMK, Left and 
NCP had decided to press for voting. But 
there was a sudden walkout. We had no 
option but to walk out with others,” an 
Opposition member said. A Left leader 
claimed that the Trinamool Congress was 
not eager to press for division although it 
had submitted amendments. “There is no 
attempt at floor coordination. We realise 
there is no point. They are in majority. We 
will, of course, move all our amendments 
and there will be a voice vote. But nothing 
beyond that. We are not going to press 
for a division, can’t tell what others will 
do,” a leader had said before the Prime 
Minister’s speech. But even that plan did 
not work out. The BJP has 82 members in 
the 245-member Upper House.

New Delhi, Agency. 

The Congress party on Friday gave an 
adjournment motion notice in Lok Sabha 
over the “internal security situation in the 
country”, a day after Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi dubbed the protests against the 
Citizenship (Amendment) Act as a “road to 
anarchy”.  While CPI(M) MP K K Ragesh has 
given a Zero Hour Notice in Rajya Sabha over 
“alleged criminal attack on Jawaharlal Nehru 
University (JNU) teachers and students”, 
JD(U)’s Ram Nath Thakur has sought a 
“demand for caste specific census in 2021”. 
In his response to the Motion of Thanks to 
the President’s address, the Prime Minister 
said that “protest marches, violence and 
arson” against a law duly passed and notified 
by Parliament will “create a problem for the 
country”. From reading out an extract from 
a 1947 resolution of the Congress Working 
Committee (CWC) to quoting Jawaharlal 
Nehru, Lal Bahadur Shastri, B R Ambedkar and 
Ram Manohar Lohia, Modi dipped into history 
and invoked nation-builders in his twin 
speeches in Parliament to strongly defend the 
Act. While the Opposition united launched a 
blistering attack on the government in Rajya 

Sabha on a range of issues, and moved an 
unprecedented 431 amendments, however, 
“lack of coordination” resulted in Opposition 
members failing to force voting on the 
amendments, or turn the tables on the ruling 
party like they had done in 2015 and 2016. 
Among the amendments was one which 
wanted the President’s address to express 
regret on the failure to “allay the people’s fear 
of a nationwide NRC and NPR”.

New Delhi, Agency. 

Forty one more persons tested positive for the 
novel coronavirus on board the quarantined 
cruise ship in Japan, bringing the total number 
of cases on the vessel to 61. The drastic jump 
in infected passengers on the cruise vessel 
comes as the cruise ship was under the two-
week quarantine with about 3,700 persons 
on-board. 

The official death toll in the epidemic 
has climbed to 636, while the total number 
of confirmed cases crossed 31,000, Chinese 
health officials said on Friday. The outbreak 
has triggered panic across the globe, with 
over 200 cases reported overseas. So far, 
the vast majority of deaths have been in 
Hubei, though the Philippines and Hong 

Kong have reported a death each. In India, 
three confirmed cases of the virus have 
been reported in Kerala. On Thursday, China 
vehemently denied a Taiwan media report 
that Beijing is under-reporting the death toll 
and infected cases from the virus outbreak. 
Tencent, which runs popular social media 
App WeChat, over the weekend seems to have 
“inadvertently released what is potentially 
the actual number of infections and deaths, 
which were astronomically higher than the 
official figures,” Taiwan News reported. “The 
Tencent webpage showed confirmed cases 
of the Wuhan virus in China as standing at 
154,023, ten times the official figure at the 
time… Most ominously, the death toll listed 
was 24,589, vastly higher than the 300 
officially listed that day,” the report claimed.

Kochi, Agency.

Kerala Finance Minister Thomas Isaac is presenting the 
state’s budget in the Legislative Assembly for the year 
2020-21. A day before the budget presentation, the Kerala 
government tabled the Economic Survey 2018-19, which 
pegged the state’s GDP at 7.5 per cent, a marginal increase 
from the previous year’s 7.3 per cent. There was, however, 
a decline in the agriculture sector, which fell from 1.7 per 
cent in 2017-18 to (-) 0.5 per cent in 2018-19.The highest 
growth rate was recorded in the secondary or industrial 

sector, where the main push came from manufacturing. 
According to the Survey, state Public Sector Undertakings 
(PSUs) saw a total turnover of Rs 3,442.74 crore in 2018-
19, a 17.9 per cent increase from 2017-18. “In 2017-18, the 
contribution from the secondary sector was 27.7 per cent 
at constant prices and 25 per cent at current prices. Among 
the sectors, the highest growth was in the secondary sector 
with 8.8 per cent growth at constant (2011-12) prices 
followed by tertiary sector (8.4 per cent),” it stated.

New Delhi, Agency. 

Congress leader P Chidambaram Friday 
hit out at the Centre for invoking the 
Public Safety Act against former Jammu 
and Kashmir chief ministers Mehbooba 
Mufti and Omar Abdullah. “Shocked and 
devastated by the cruel invocation of the 
Public Safety Act against Omar Abdullah, 
Mehbooba Mufti and others,” he tweeted. 
“Detention without charges is the worst 
abomination in a democracy. When unjust 
laws are passed or unjust laws are invoked, 
what option do the people have than to 
protest peacefully?” Chidambaram tweeted. 
Mufti and Abdullah were booked under 

the stringent PSA by the administration 
on Thursday, officials said. Chidambaram 
also questioned Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi: “the PM says that protests will lead 
to anarchy and laws passed by Parliament 
and legislatures must be obeyed. He 
has forgotten history and the inspiring 
examples of Mahatma Gandhi, Martin 
Luther King and Nelson Mandela”. Several 
political leaders have been either in 
detention or in house arrest following the 
abrogation of Article 370 in Jammu and 
Kashmir on August 5, 2019. This, as the 
government claims normalcy has returned 
to the Union Territories of Jammu and 
Kashmir, and Ladakh.

Pune, New Delhi

As the average traded price of onions continues to 
slide in most wholesale markets in Maharashtra, 
traders have raised the pitch to demand lifting 
the ban on onion exports. Dr Bharati Chavan, 
the BJP MP from Dindori, which is located in the 
onion-growing hub of Nashik district, recently 
raised the matter during the ongoing Budget 
Session of Parliament. 

Chavan pointed out how the export ban has 
resulted in a sharp dip in prices, and sought 
immediate scrapping of the ban. A similar demand 
has been made by Anil Ghanwat, president of the 
farmers’ union Shetkari Sanghatana, who said 
unless the export ban was lifted, onion growers 
will not have a good realisation. Ghanwat warned 
that the Sanghatana members will take to the 
streets in case the government failed to lift the ban 
immediately. On Thursday, the bulb traded at an 
average price of Rs 1,600 per quintal at Lasalgaon 
wholesale market in Niphad taluka of Nashik 
district, much lower than the average price of 
Rs 3,455 per quintal in January. Since December, 

when onions prices had touched a high of Rs 
6,000-per quintal, the prices have been falling 
steadily. Usually, 20 per cent of onions produced 
in India are exported, and this helps maintain 
the prices within a limit and not fall beyond a 

point. The Centre had taken the 
unusual step of banning onion 
exports in September last 
year, when the vegetable price 
started spiralling out of control 
due to a dip in production in 
the Nashik-Pune-Jalgaon belt. 
The main onion-producing 
regions had first braved a 
drought and then experienced 
the late arrival of monsoon, 
both of which hit production. In 
an attempt to cool down prices, 
the Centre had also allowed 
free imports of the bulb before 
the crucial Assembly elections 
in Maharashtra and Haryana. 
Despite these steps, the retail 

price of onions remained above the Rs 100 per-
kg mark in November and December. The higher 
prices had seen more farmers opting to grow the 
bulb and as fresh onion crops started arriving in 
the markets, prices began to fall

As onion prices tumble, Maharashtra farmers’ 
groups urge Centre to lift export ban

New Delhi, Agency. 

Calling the protests against the Citizenship 
(Amendment) Act a “road to anarchy”, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi Thursday said 
“protest marches, violence and arson” against 
a law duly passed and notified by Parliament 
will “create a problem for the country”. He said 
the Opposition is building narratives keeping 
only the vote bank in mind. “I am sounding 
a warning against this… this will create a 
problem for you (Opposition Congress) as 
well… if the Assembly in Rajasthan, where 
you have a government, passes a decision 
and no one there is willing to accept it, and 
people take out protest marches, commit 
violence and arson… what will be the 
situation? Can the country run like this? Is 
this road to anarchy right?” Modi said in Lok 
Sabha while replying to the Motion of Thanks 
to the President’s address. In Rajya Sabha, 
he said “in many parts, anarchy was spread 
in the name of protests. The violence that 
happened was dubbed as right to agitation. 
Repeatedly, the Constitution was invoked. In 
its name, attempts are being made to cover up 
undemocratic activity. I can understand the 
compulsion of the Congress but our Left Front 
friends from Kerala should understand… 
they should have known… that Kerala’s Chief 
Minister has said extremists groups have a 
hand in agitations in Kerala. He had said it in 
the Assembly.” “Not just that. 

He had warned of strong action. Jis 
arajakta se aap Keral mei pareshan hain, uska 
samarthan aap Delhi mei ya desh ke anya 
hisson mei kaise kar sakte hain (the anarchy 
that is troubling Kerala, how can you support 
it in Delhi and other parts of the country),” he 
said. He said “whatever is being said about the 
CAA… every colleague should introspect and 
ask themselves. Should we all stop attempts 
to misinform and misguide the country? Is it 
not our responsibility or not? Should we be 
part of such campaigns? Nobody is going to 
benefit politically… maan ke chaliye. This path 
is not right.” Delving into history and invoking 
nation builders during his twin speeches in 
Parliament to strongly defend the CAA, he said 
the sentiment in the country had always been 
in favour of offering shelter to persecuted 
minorities from Pakistan and Bangladesh. He 
read out an extract from a 1947 resolution of 
the Congress Working Committee and quoted 
Jawaharlal Nehru, Lal Bahadur Shastri, B 
R Ambedkar and Ram Manohar Lohia to 
reiterate this. In a speech that lasted an hour 
and forty minutes in Lok Sabha, Modi did not 
mention NRC but was combative in pushing 
back on the issues of CAA and NPR, two days 
ahead of the Delhi elections where the BJP 
has made the protests against the CAA a poll 
plank. Later in the day, while speaking in 

Rajya Sabha, Modi detailed the NPR process 
and said that those opposing it were “anti-
poor” with vested interests. He accused the 
opposition of committing a sin. He said census 
and NPR are routine administrative matters 
which has taken place in the country in the 
past as well. “But when vote bank politics 
create compulsions…those who had brought 
NPR in 2010 now end up spreading confusion 
in the minds of the people, are opposing it..” 
He said even in the case of Census, questions 
had been added and removed depending 
on the requirement since the first exercise 
was carried out after Independence. “These 
are issues of governance. Small changes do 
happen… people should not be spreading 
rumours about it,” he said. “…All states have 
officially notified the NPR and now, some of 
them have taken a U-turn and are creating 
hurdles. They are deliberately denying 
benefits for the poor. Sitting in Opposition, 
you are now blocking the work that you 
did not do in 70 years,” he said. He said the 
government has records of all the citizens as 
part of the NPR exercise conducted by the 
UPA government in 2010. “We are in power 
since 2014. Kya isi NPR ko lekar ke kisi ke 
liye sawaliya nishan hamne khada kiya kya? 
(Did we ever question the NPR?) We have 
the record… Why are you lying, why are you 
fooling the people?… We have not persecuted 
any citizen of the country on the basis of 
that NPR,” he said. In Lok Sabha, the motion 
was passed with a majority but in Rajya 
Sabha, it was passed amid an Opposition 
walkout. On the CAA protests, Modi said 
that the “Congress and its ecosystem” were 
keeping up the “ruckus” and were “inciting” 
people with “imaginary fears”. Defending 
the CAA, he said it does not affect any Indian 
citizen and poses no threat to minorities. 

Those rejected by people in the 
elections, he said, were fuelling 
protests against it for their “vote-
bank politics”. “In the eyes of the 
Congress, they are only Muslims. 
In our eyes, they are Indians,” he 
said, adding that those instigating 
the people against the CAA were 
speaking in the same language as 
Pakistan which had been trying 
for years to mislead and incite 
Indian Muslims. He accused the 
Opposition of using all its might 
to stoke “imaginary fears” about 
the law which grants citizenship 
to minorities from three Muslim 
countries in the neighbourhood, 
and likened its stand to that of 
Pakistan, saying Islamabad spoke 
the same language for decades 
to mislead and incite Indian 
Muslims. “So much criticism of 
the CAA has been made ironically 

by those who love getting photographed with 
the group of people who want ‘tukde tukde’ 
of India,” he said.Seeking to blunt Congress 
criticism of the CAA, Modi said Jawaharlal 
Nehru had accepted that minorities from 
Pakistan needed to be given citizenship. 
“In the Nehru-Liaquat Pact (of 1950), it is 
written to grant citizenship to the minorities 
of Pakistan. Why did Nehru, who was a big 
thinker, say ‘minorities’ and not ‘all citizens’ 
of Pakistan?”He read out Nehru’s 1950 
letter to first Assam Chief Minister Gopinath 
Bordoloi in which Nehru said that the Assam 
government needed to differentiate between 
“Hindu refugees and Muslim immigrants”. 
“Was Pandit Nehru communal? Did he want 
to create Hindu Rashtra? Did he discriminate 
between Hindus and Muslims?” Modi 
asked the Opposition benches. He said his 
government was saying today what Nehru 
had said decades ago. As the Opposition 
benches started demanding that the PM 
speak on “unemployment”, Modi took a swipe 
at them, saying he would always ensure that 
the Opposition remained unemployed. He 
also described Congress leader Rahul Gandhi 
as a “tubelight”. When Rahul Gandhi rose 
from his seat and questioned him on the issue 
of unemployment, Modi said he had been 
waiting for the Congress leader’s reaction 
but it took him 30-40 minutes. “I have been 
speaking for 30-40 minutes but it took this 
long for the current to reach. Many tubelights 
are like this,” he said, leading to much 
merriment among NDA members. He also 
took several digs at Congress leader Adhir 
Ranjan Chowdhury for frequently rising from 
his seat and interrupting him, saying he is 
publicising the ‘Fit India’ campaign of his 
government in Parliament.
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Ban on display of designations on vehicles, 
Chandigarh exempts top babus ‘on official duty’

Vijay Kumar, New Delhi

Two weeks after the Punjab and 
Haryana High Court specifically 
banned “display of designation/ 
description of offices/ unauthorised 
use of emblems on government/ 
private vehicles”, the Chandigarh 
Administration on Thursday 
exempted its top bureaucrats in an 
order passed by the UT transport 
department citing “worthy” UT 
Adviser’s “directions”. Asking the 
Chandigarh Administration to 
implement its directions within 72 
hours, the High Court on January 
24 had stated, “During the course of 
hearing, it was brought to the notice 
of the court by the learned amicus 
curiae that on government vehicles/
private vehicles, designation/
descriptions of offices/unauthorised 
emblems are displayed. Words like 
court, army, police, press etc are 
written on private vehicles which are 
not permissible under the law. 

Accordingly, the display of 
designation/description of offices/
unauthorized use of emblems on 
government/private vehicles is 
banned forthwith.” During the 
hearing, the High Court had declined 
a prayer seeking exemption for 
displaying words like doctors. On 
January 24, the High Court had 

pointed out what all is exempted 
and ordered that “only ambulances/
fire brigades, police patrols and any 
vehicle used for salvage are exempted”. 
The next hearing in the case is on 
Friday. However, the UT transport 
department’s order issued on 
Thursday and circulated to all the top 
officers and departments concerned, 
including UT Police, reads, “in due 
compliance of Punjab and Haryana 
High Court order in CWP-PIL dated 
January 24, the worthy Adviser to the 
Administrator has hereby directed 
that following instructions may come 
into immediate effect  The words 
like government/ UT Administration 
can be allowed to be displayed 
when the occupants are performing 
government duties. District 

Magistrate, Additional 
District Magistrates as 
District Magistrates, 
doctors, ambulance, fire 
brigade can display their 
designation only during 
performance of magisterial/
medical duty in emergency 
situation”. The same order 
read, “No government or 
private vehicle will carry 
the word like court, army, 
airport, navy, police, press 
etc and no government or 
private vehicle will carry the 
designation like chairman, 

vice-chairman etc.” Most of the 
officers of Chandigarh Administration 
had started implementing High 
Court’s orders soon after January 
25, but stopped it a few days later. 
Justifying the Thursday’s order, UT 
Adviser Manoj Parida said, “Court 
only banned words like press, army, 
chairman etc. MV Act provides only 
specification on display of registered 
number plate. We are seeking 
clarification from court. Chandigarh 
being UT will follow Government of 
India instructions.” The order has 
been sent to Principal Secretary 
Home, Secretary Personnel, MC 
Commissioner, district magistrate, 
SSP (Traffic), Secretary STA, DPR and 
Director Health Services.

New Delhi Correspondent. 

A tribunal in New Delhi has put on hold a 
sales ban imposed last year on Anheuser-
Busch InBev , an order seen by Reuters 
showed, allowing the world’s largest 
brewer to resume sales of its beer products 
in the city for now. 

Authorities in New Delhi barred AB 
InBev in July from selling its beer products 
for three years over allegations related 
to the evasion of state taxes, which the 
company had denied. The ban was later 
reduced to 18 months. The company’s 
appeal against the ban was rejected in 
December by a judge of the Delhi High 
Court, who directed AB InBev to approach 
the city tribunal for further relief. The 
tribunal issued a one-page order on Feb. 
4 saying the ban was being “stayed” as it 
continues to hear the company’s appeal. 
The order, a copy of which was seen by 
Reuters on Thursday, did not elaborate on 
the reasons. AB InBev continues to argue 
against the ban saying it must be quashed 
as the company was not given adequate 

notice beforehand, according to a source 
familiar with the matter. The next tribunal 
appeal hearing is on Feb. 25, the order 
said. An official from the Delhi government 
said it would continue to defend its ban 
order. New Delhi authorities had found 
that SABMiller, bought by AB InBev in 
2016, used duplicate barcodes on beer 
bottles supplied to city retailers, allowing 
it to pay lower levies. The Delhi tribunal’s 
stay order will come as a major relief for 
AB InBev, which was already battling a 
separate Indian antitrust probe concerning 
alleged beer price fixing by SABMiller and 
other companies. 

New Delhi Correspondent. 

Delhi Deputy Chief Minister Manish Sisodia on Friday 
sought stringent action against a Goods and Services 
Tax (GST) officer who is attached to his office and was 
arrested by the Central 
Bureau of Investigation 
(CBI) in a case of alleged 
corruption. Taking to 
Twitter, Sisodia said, 
“I’ve learnt that a 
GST officer has been 
arrested by the CBI 
for taking bribe. The 
agency must take strict 
action against him. I 
myself have caught 
such corrupt officials in 
the past five years.” On 
Thursday, sources said 
the officer, identified as 
Gopal Krishna Madhav, is alleged to be involved in a case 
of bribery to the tune of Rs 2 lakh and was arrested after 
a trap was laid. 

His arrest is in connection with a matter related to 
GST, sources said. Sources said the decision to arrest him 
was taken late Thursday evening and he was eventually 
arrested around 11.30 pm. Madhav was taken to the CBI 
headquarters for questioning, officials said. Sources said 
that in 2015, Madhav, then posted with the department 
of trade and taxes of the Delhi government, was relieved 
and attached to the office of Sisodia. Since then, he has 
been an officer on special duty at his office.

OSD arrested in ‘bribery’ 
case, Deputy CM Sisodia asks 

CBI for strict action

Chanchal Singh, New Delhi

Kapil Baisala, who allegedly fired twice in 
the air at the Shaheen Bagh protest site last 
week, is a member of a political party and the 
shooting may have been part of a larger political 
conspiracy, police told a city court Thursday. 
Chief Metropolitan Magistrate Gurmohina Kaur 
granted police another two days’ custody of 
Kapil.Police, in a press conference, had alleged 
Kapil was an AAP member and released photos 
of him allegedly joining the party. 

AAP and Kapil’s relatives denied the claims. 
In videos shot by eyewitnesses, Kapil can be 
heard saying “Jai Shri Ram” and “hamaare desh 
mein kisi ki nahi chalegi, sirf Hinduon ki chalegi 
(No one except Hindus will have their way in 
our country)”. In its remand application, police 
submitted, “Accused revealed his association 
with a political party… During investigation, it 
emerged that accused has political ambitions 
and active in politics. He belongs to a family 
which has political history. Accused is to be 
further interrogated as to whether incident 

is part of any political conspiracy…” ACP 
Manoj Pant, who argued for extension of 
custody, said, “This incident was not done in 
a rush of things. He was also trained to raise 

slogans about the country 
belonging to Hindus.” 
Pant said Kapil has been 
giving misleading replies 
regarding the identity 
and address of the gun 
dealer and location of the 
remaining live cartridges. 
Police said Kapil bought 
the country-made pistol 
from an alleged weapons 
supplier called Sachin. He 
bought 13 rounds and fired 
two rounds at the incident 
site. The rest, Kapil told the 
CMM, were fired earlier at 
a wedding. Kapil’s lawyer, 
Akhil Rexwal, said, “He is 
not an AAP member… his 
father and brother are ready 

to join the probe. Police just want to take his 
custody. He is ready to give police passwords 
of his (social media) accounts.”

New Delhi Correspondent. 

The Supreme Court Friday said it would on February 10 
hear pleas seeking the removal of protesters at Shaheen 
Bagh in Delhi. “We understand there is a problem… we 
will take it up on Monday… By then we will be in a better 
position,” a Bench of Justices Sanjay kishan Kaul and KM 
Joseph said. The petitions were filed by Amit Sahni and 
BJP leader Nand Kishore Garg. When one of the lawyers 
reportedly told the Bench that the Delhi elections were 
on February 8 and that the matter should be heard 
urgently, the Bench responded: “This is exactly why we 
will hear it on Monday… Why should we hear it before 
the election?” Garg, in his plea, said law enforcement 
machinery was being “held hostage to the whims and 
fancies of the protesters” who have blocked vehicular 
and pedestrian movement from the road connecting 
Delhi to Noida. “It is disappointing that the state 
machinery is muted and silent spectator at hooliganism 
and vandalism of the protesters who are threatening 
the existential efficacy of the democracy and the rule of 
law and had already taken the law and order situation 

in their own hand.” On January 14, the Delhi High Court 
refused to pass any order and directed the police to keep 
in mind the larger public interest as well as maintenance 
of law and order. “In such a situation, no specific writ, 
order or direction can be issued by this court as to how 
to handle the agitation or protest or the place of protest 
and the traffic. It all depends upon the ground reality 
and the wisdom of the police.” Hundreds, led by women, 
are currently holding a 24/7 protest at Shaheen Bagh 
against the Citizenship Amendment Act and a nation-
wide implementation of the National Register of Citizens.

Shooting at Shaheen Bagh part of 
larger conspiracy, court told

SC to hear pleas seeking removal of 
Shaheen Bagh protesters on Monday

1,300 objections and suggestions 
on Central Vista redevelopment

Mukesh Kumar Thakur, New Delhi. 

On the proposed redevelopment of 
the Central Vista, a report would be 
prepared of nearly 1,300 objections and 
suggestions, based on which the Delhi 
Development Authority (DDA) would 
submit its recommendations to the 
Centre about land use for the project. 

A hearing was held Thursday at 
the DDA’s INA office, where those 
who had made the written objections 
and suggestions presented their 
“oral evidence” before the DDA’s 
Board of Enquiry and Hearing. The 
redevelopment plan includes building 
a new, triangular-shaped Parliament 
House and moving all Union ministries 
and offices to the Central Vista in 10 
“doughnut-shaped” identical buildings 
proposed on four tracts of government 
land between India Gate, Rail Bhawan 
and Vayu Bhawan. DDA vice-chairman 
Tarun Kapoor said, “A committee 
formed to look into the objections would 
prepare a report and present it to the 
Authority. The Authority, chaired by the 
Delhi L-G (Anil Baijal), would consider 

it and send its recommendations to the 
government.” He added, “The Authority 
would only decide on the objections 
pertaining to land use. We have received 
many objections relating to the type 
of structures, the number of floors, 
and others, which we cannot decide 

upon.” Among those who presented 
their “evidence” to the Board was city 
resident Rajeev Suri, who objected 
to a public notice issued by the DDA 
on December 21. The notice invited 
objections and suggestions from the 
public regarding proposed changes of 

land use, as part of the redevelopment 
project, of plots falling under Zones D 
and C. Suri objected that the notice ultra 
vires the Delhi Development Act, 1957 
as it was published under Section 11A 
of the Act, which, under sub-section 1, 
states that the Authority may make any 
changes to the master plan or the zonal 
development plan, “which, in its opinion, 
do not effect important alterations in the 
character of the plan and which do not 
relate to the extent of land-users or the 
standards of population density”. 

Suri claimed that the proposed 
change in land use seeks to make 
fundamental changes in land users 
and increase population density 
exponentially which conflict with the 
inherent premise of Section 11A(1). 
Architect Narayan Moorthy, who also 
presented his objections, said, “My issue 
was the dilution of the continuum of 
recognising this space as primarily for 
the common citizen or public and not for 
the government. What had happened to 
justify this change?” The hearing would 
continue Friday.

Budweiser, Hoegaarden beers back 
in Delhi as tribunal stays ban

New Delhi Correspondent. 

As Delhi goes to the polls tomorrow, February 8, all eyes 
are on the triangular contest among the three parties Aam 
Aadmi Party (AAP), Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and the 
Congress. While AAP ran its campaign on its government’s 
performance on the indices of bijli, paani, schools and 
hospitals in its tenure, the BJP made the anti-CAA protests 
its poll plank. Congress, meanwhile, tried to call the voters 
with the promises made by former chief minister Shiela 
Dikshit. Indianexpress.com spoke to some of the former 
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) members  Yogendra Yadav, 
Ashutosh and Prashant Bhushan  to know how they looked 
at the Delhi elections and the performance of the party they 
were once part of. I have stayed away from campaigning in 
the Delhi assembly elections. I have been asked to convene 
the working group of “Hum Bharat ke log”, a nation-wide 
umbrella of anti-CAA movement. We did not want anyone 
to link the movement with Delhi elections. My party, Swaraj 
India, is contesting four seats (none in the strongholds of the 
anti-CAA protests) in this elections. But I am grateful that 
my organisation allowed me to refrain from addressing any 
election meeting or public canvassing. For us, this nation-
wide movement is far more important than Delhi elections. 

I no longer do election forecasting, as I used to. For me, 
the critical question about Delhi election is the electoral 
outcome of this unprecedented hate-mongering indulged 
in by the BJP. As a citizen of this country, I sincerely hope 
and pray that politics of hatred is defeated. I have my 
opinions about AAP and its leadership  and these are no 
secret  but I cannot let it cloud my judgement about the 
overall context of these elections or to be used by the BJP 
and its friends in the media. Sadly, this is the attitude of 
most mainstream parties, including AAP. Most opposition 
parties have been unable to take any principled stand on 
this issue concerning the very foundations of our Republic. 
Those who did vote against CAA have been reluctant to 
take a position on the ground. And that really tells us the 
limits to a certain kind of mainstream populist politics. If 
people share a majoritarian ideology, then these parties 
would flow with wherever the majority takes them. AAP 
is no exception. I have three observations about this 
election. Firstly, this is the most vitriolic election ever 
that has crossed all boundaries of language and political 
nastiness,  or niceties. The way political opponents were 
treated, it looked as if they were enemies. Secondly, this 

election is also a case study of how Arvind Kejriwal has 
transformed from an activist to a politician. He is a different 
man altogether. As a politician, he is more sober, mature, 
economical with words, he is not impulsive, not abrasive 
and aggressive. He also did not let himself get trapped by 
the nationalism plant of the BJP even as he tried to project 
himself as a Hindu. Thirdly, I think this is the most lacklustre 
campaign of the BJP on the ground. When the president of 
the party roams in the streets distributing pamphlets, it 
shows the weakness of the party. That shows the BJP does 
not have a leader of the stature in Delhi and a local star 
campaigner like it has Shivraj Singh Chauhan in Madhya 
Pradesh, Vasundhara Raje in Rajasthan, Raman Singh in 
Chhattisgarh, Devendra Fadnavis in Maharashtra and ML 
Khattar in Haryana. Owing to the lack of leadership in Delhi, 
they could not present a focused agenda for the polls AAP 
has a clear edge over the BJP. The way they (BJP) tried to 
make Shaheen Bagh a part of their election campaign and 
the way their leaders crossed all boundaries, it shows they 
are internally so rattled. They tried to compensate it with 
sheer rhetoric. Also, there are three things that worked 
for AAP. First, Arvind Kejriwal himself. As there is TINA 
(There Is No Alternative) factor working for Narendra 
Modi, similarly there is a TINA factor working for Kejriwal 
in Delhi. There is no leader of the stature who can match 
Kejriwal. Manoj Tiwari, Parvesh Verma and Vijay Goel stand 
nowhere. Second, the BJP has no face and agenda for Delhi. 
Third, BJP suffers because of non-performance of the MCD 
and the non-performance of their MPs. The last factor that 
goes against the BJP is that Congress is doing badly which 
is an advantage to AAP. Their better vote share in the MCD 
elections and Lok Sabha elections show they are in a better 
position but in assembly, it is clear that they have already 
conceded defeat.

The success of Kejriwal lies in the fact that he has 
created a perception that the government is working. 
Despite all my biases, this government has done well on 
bijli, paani, education and health. He could have done even 
better if he had coordinated well with the Centre. He fought 
with everybody. For example on the issue of pollution, he 
could have coordinated better with the Haryana, Punjab 
and Central governments. Kejriwal realised it later in his 
term and he completely transformed himself after the 
MCD election His not visiting the anti-CAA sites is part of 
a brilliant strategy. BJP tried to trap them, but they have 
proved themselves to be smarter. They realised that the BJP 
had deliberately raised the issue and if Kejriwal would go 
there, BJP would have successfully projected that Kejriwal 
is doing Muslim appeasement. BJP failed in its gameplan, 
which is why it got so bitter and bitter in its campaigning. 
This time the BJP campaign is entirely communal and 
the AAP is campaigning on what it calls its performance. 
BJP’s campaign is entirely on Shaheen Bagh and Biryani. 
I see the AAP registering a thumping majority yet again. 
The completely negative campaign of the BJP, their lack of 
leadership, their putting up criminal candidates will work 
in favour of the AAP. I think AAP has been failed in bringing 
Jan Lokpal bill, bringing transparency and did not make 
grievance redressal manual. By not visiting the anti-CAA 
protestors, the AAP has played it safe. So, it won’t affect the 
elections. They are populist in nature. Even if the AAP wins, 
the protest will go on till central government addresses it 
because it is against the Centre.

Delhi elections : How AAP dissidents 
see party’s performance and more
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EDITORIAL Keeping the southern 

neighbour engaged
Christophe Jaffrelot , Haider Abbas Rizvi

Sri Lankan Prime Minister Mahinda 
Rajapaksa’s official visit to India, that 
begins on Friday, is taking place a few 
months after he assumed office and 
his brother Gotabaya Rajapaksa was 
sworn in as president. The two were 
voted to office on a Sinhala nationalist 
wave, a sentiment that isn’t primarily 
anti-Tamil this time, but a fallout of the 
Easter attacks on Christian shrines, 
including the Saint Anthony’s shrine, 
in April last year. The attacks had killed 
more than 250 people, six months 
before the elections. The polarisation 
worked in favour of the Rajapaksas vis-
à-vis Sri Lanka’s 10 per cent Muslim 
population, mostly Tamils, who are 
especially numerous on the country’s 
east coast. The “Easter tragedy” remains 
mysterious. The Sri Lankan authorities 
did not pay adequate attention to the 
warning signals that India had sent them 
about an imminent attack. Moreover, 
on September 22, 2019, Gotabaya’s 
official spokesperson admitted in an 
interview that Zahran Hashmi, the chief 
architect of the Easter tragedy, had been 
supported by Gotabaya himself when he 
was the defence secretary. Whatever the 
circumstances and politics behind this 
massacre, it fostered ethno-religious 
polarisation before the elections. 
Muslims were targeted by the Bodu Bala 
Sena. For instance its chief, Galagoda 
Aththe Gnanasara, is reported to have 
said: “If the (Buddhists) monks could 
get the support of even 7,000 temples 
in Sri Lanka for one political front 
during the elections, and each temple 
can garner 10,000 votes for that front, 
there could be a Sinhala government”. 
Today Sri Lanka’s government has 49 
Sinhalese Buddhists, two Tamil Hindus 
and no Muslims.

While Muslims have become the 
number one scapegoat for the Easter 
tragedy, the Rajapaksas have not tried 
to engage the Hindu Tamils, who voted 
against the duo. Hindu Tamils, who 
make about 11 per cent of Sri Lanka’s 
population, have had an acrimonious 
relationship with Mahinda Rajapaksa 
ever since he wiped out the LTTE in 
2009 many members of the community 
became collateral victims in the process. 
Gotabaya was the defence secretary at 
that time. The Hindu Tamil factor may 
complicate India-Sri Lanka relations. 
The China factor is likely to aggravate the 
complication: The Rajapaksas are known 
to be pro-Sri Lanka. Mahinda Rajapaksa 
was largely responsible for opening Sri 
Lanka to massive and strategic Chinese 
investments. The Hambantota Port 
and 15,000 acres have been conceded 
to China on a 99-year lease, causing 
considerable consternation in New Delhi, 
which apprehends that this deep sea port 

could be used for military purposes, and 
not just trade. The deal was put on a hold 
by former PM Ranil Wikremasinghe but 
the present dispensation wants it to be 
restored. This Sri Lanka-China axis was 
the main reason why India is reported 
to have helped the opposition to the 
Rajapaksas before the 2015 election. In 
fact, Mahinda had accused India’s top 
espionage agency for engineering his 
defeat in 2015. New Delhi has tried to 
engage the new Sri Lankan government 
after the Rajapaksas assumed office. 
India’s foreign minister S Jaishankar, 
landed in Sri Lanka on November 20, 
2019 to invite Gotabaya for his first visit 
to India rather than to China. Gotabaya 
visited New Delhi for three days in late 
November last year. Jaishankar is said 
to have told Gotabaya that India expects 
his government to treat Tamils with 
dignity in the process of reconciliation. 
There is speculation that India might 
appoint an ambassador of Tamil origin 
to Colombo. India’s effort were also 
designed to thwart China extending its 
influence in Sri Lanka at a time when 
the Narendra Modi administration is 
trying to counter Beijing’s clout in the 
Indian Ocean. Modi’s visited on May 30, 
2019, just after beginning his second 
tenure as PM. Few days later, Modi visited 
the Saint Anthony’s shrine to show his 
solidarity with terrorism-affected Sri 
Lanka. The Indian PM went further when 
Gotabaya Rajapaksa visited New Delhi: 
He announced a $50 million line of credit 
for security and counter-terrorism and 
another $400 million for development 
and infrastructure projects in Sri Lanka. 
Modi did not miss the opportunity to 

explain that the counter-terror fund 
would further strengthen cooperation 
against terrorism after making an obvious 
reference to Easter bombings. In return, 
Gotabaya allayed India’s fears on China 
by saying that Sri Lanka would not allow 
a third country to affect Sri Lanka-India 
ties. This question will again be part of 
the conversation that Mahinda will have 
in Delhi during his visit. But other issues 
are likely to be raised in relation to the 
domestic situation in Sri Lanka. In the 
Citizenship Amendment Act the Indian 
Parliament passed in 2019, the persecuted 
minorities of Sri Lanka are not taken into 
account. However, the Hindu Tamils of Sri 
Lanka are feeling insecure again. They 
look at Rajapaksa brothers as hostile 
to minorities. After all, when the new 
president took oath in Anuradhapura, the 
historical capital of the pre-British Raj 
Buddhist kings he publicly regretted that 
the minorities had not supported him 
during the elections. Moreover, the BBS 
leader Gnanasara declared that he would 
disband his organisation if the Rajapaksas 
win the general election in April 2020 
because he would then consider his 
mission to have been accomplished. India 
may not wait for these elections to show 
its interest in protecting the minorities 
of Sri Lanka in order to be true to 
“India’s tradition to shelter d persecuted 
in d neighbourhood” as BJP General 
Secretary Ram Madhav tweeted after the 
passing of the CAA on December 5, 2019. 
Jaffrelot is senior research fellow at CERI-
Sciences Po/CNRS, Paris and professor 
of Indian Politics and Sociology at King’s 
India Institute. Rizvi is information 
commissioner, Uttar Pradesh.

It was the fall of 2018 when after a four-day stay in 
Srinagar, Kashmir, I, along with my mother, was checking 
out from the hotel, the hotel manager initiated a 
conversation with her, asking her to spread a good word 
about the hotel, and then mentioned the 1990s  when 
most Kashmiri Pandits were forced out of the Valley. “I 
belong to a place near Pahalgam. Us waqt bahut dehshat 
hui, mere yahaan se bahut ladke us taraf training ke liye 
gaye. Aur aap logon ko bhi Jagmohan ki wajah se nikalna 
pada (That time there was fear all around and many 
from my place crossed the border for arms training. You 
also had to leave because of Jagmohan),” he said. My 
mother quietly listening all this while, spoke up, “Haan 
bahut kuch hua. Par Jagmohan ne humein nahi nikala, jo 
mosques se humare khilaaf slogans bole gaye, Kashmiri 
Pandits mein se kuch ko maara gaya, hit lists lagayi gayi, 
threats diye, isliye humein jaan bachane ke liye bhaagna 
pada (Yes, a lot happened. But Jagmohan did not force us 
out, threatening slogans against Kashmiri Pandits were 
shouted from mosques, some were killed, hit lists were 
prepared, threats were issued and so we had to flee to 
save our lives).”  “Mistake ho gayi. Nahi hona chahiye 
tha (That was a mistake. Should not have happened),” 
he replied after a pause. The false Jagmohan theory, 
peddled repeatedly to us over the 30 years of our forced 
exodus, has always found a way in the narrative against 
Kashmiri Pandits, even passed on to the generation that 
wasn’t born at that time .And, Kashmiri Pandits, apart 
from carrying the burden of the forced exodus, restarting 
lives from scratch, are also expected to carry the burden 
of producing proof of what happened with them. The 
onus then completely falls on the victims, the Kashmiri 
Pandits, to prove the truth. In the editorial ‘Exile and 
return’ (IE, February 4), it was stated, “…the loss of a way 
of life is central to the imagination of the ‘migrant’ Pandit, 
as it is for most exiles…the Kashmiri Pandits are left 
with a heightened consciousness of being a minority in a 
majority”. The way of life isn’t a figment of imagination, 
Kashmiri Pandits lived through it. From our own homes 
in Kashmir to tents in Jammu and cramped rented 
accommodations ever since. Not everyone has rebuilt 
a home, some are still working towards it. Terming the 
Kashmiri Pandits issue as a political issue or heightened 
consciousness of being a minority is yet another fallacy. 
Kashmiri Pandits were forced to leave because they were 
attacked and threatened due to their religious identity, 
which was a minority. My parents and relatives recount 
specific slogans were blared from the loudspeakers 
of mosques there, asking Kashmiri Pandits to “leave, 
convert or die”, or to announce that only “Nizam-e-
Mustafa” will work, or that Kashmiri Pandit men should 
vacate, leaving behind their womenfolk. The last slogan 
had forced my aunts to resort to keeping naked wires 
in close proximity on the night of January 19, 1990 as 
a possible counter to the threats being carried out. It 
was definitely not “heightened consciousness”. Nobody 
leaves their home willingly, not even during earthquakes 
or other natural calamities. If Kashmiri Pandits speak 
their truth, they are then also accused of seeking 
“revenge”. Celebration of the abrogation of Article 370 
by some is termed as “revenge”, while what most of 
them instead seek is acknowledgement of the true 
reasons behind their forced exodus (it’s certainly not 
the Jagmohan theory), justice, no denial of their ethnic 
cleansing and a safe facilitation of their return to their 
homeland, Kashmir. There are questions being raised 
about proposed separate Pandit colonies. First, the 
truth of the displacement itself is not acknowledged, and 
then there are conditions on the way Kashmiri Pandits 
should return. Are the original homes even available to 
live? There have been either distress sales or the homes 
have been burnt or occupied by erstwhile neighbours. 
The dignity of our truth would be the first key step in 
moving towards reconciliation. Our truth can co-exist 
with all other truths, there is no need to discredit it. 
The other significant step is to bring to book the ones 
who committed crimes against Kashmiri Pandits. 
The conflict industry turned them into messiahs and 
Gandhian figures over the years. It’s high time that the 
law of the land is applied against those who are culpable. 
With heightened polarisation in the country, it’s easy to 
cite Kashmiri Pandits, either to evoke hatred or to paint 
them with one brush of Hindutva. But, what have the 
Kashmiri Pandits, who were a minority in Kashmir, done 
in these 30 years? Have they picked up guns? 
 -Vijay Kumar

Partha S Ghosh

There is too much seriousness all around. I am as old as 
the Indian state, but I cannot recall another moment so 
rife with concern about the future of India. We have fought 
three wars with Pakistan (if Kargil is added, four), one war 
with China, faced innumerable internal challenges from 
Left extremism across the country, ethnic separatism in 
the Northeast and Tamil Nadu, even an Emergency. But 
never have we felt so afraid about the territorial and 
social integrity of the country. We seem to be infested 
with the microbes of tukde tukde , Urban Naxals and anti-
nationals, who continue to multiply geometrically, as all 
bacilli do. Hindus are worried that even “1,000 years of 
Muslim rule” pale against the danger posed by India’s 14-
per cent-strong impoverished and demoralised Muslim 
minority. Muslims are worried that they will soon be 
thrown into Pakistan, which they rejected in 1947. Even 
if they dodge that possibility, RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat’s 
“innocent” theorisation will see to it that they call 
themselves Hindus. Christians are worried that Donald 
“Jesus” Trump will start another World War. Buddhists, 
observing the behaviour of their co-religionists in 
Myanmar and Sri Lanka, are left wondering about Lord 
Buddha’s sermons about peace and non-violence. In 
short, everyone is concerned. Against this background, 
if someone comes up with a joke that makes us laugh, 
my kudos to them. The Narendra Modi government’s 
Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA), 2019 is just such a 
joke. If there is a Nobel for jokes, we have found India’s 
entry. The only fear is of disqualification: It is, we must 
admit, a PJ (poor joke). After all, one does not even need 
to read the details of the Act (though I would advise 
everyone to), to know that its central purpose is crystal 
clear: How to earn political (actually electoral) brownie 
points from the vast number of Hindus, the BJP’s vote 
bank. Now that the BJP has exhausted almost all weapons 
in its arsenals (Article 370 is abolished; triple talaq has 
been criminalised; the Ram Temple seems to be coming 
soon), it must invent something new to keep distracting 
its hard core supporters.

Truth before reconciliation

If there is a Nobel Prize 
for jokes, the citizenship 

law is India’s entry

Kham Khan Suan Hausing

Numbers matter in politics, yet they do 
not tell us everything. This is evident in 
the just signed Bodo Accord  the third such 
tripartite agreement within a span of 27 
years  among various factions of the National 
Democratic Front of Bodoland (NDFB) and 
the governments of India (GoI) and Assam, 
on January 27. Within three days of the 
Accord, 1,615 NDFB cadres surrendered 
and are now waiting rehabilitation. On 
the face of it, transforming over 1,600 
rebels to stakeholders in the Indian state 
and democracy presents an impressive 
arithmetic. The NDFB, in its avatars as the 
Bodo Security Force (BSF) from 1986-1994 
and as NDFB from 1994 to 2005, had been 
opposed to any negotiation within the ambit 
of the Indian Constitution. 

The Rs 1,500 crore committed by the GoI for 
the next three years to develop infrastructure 
and the devolution of 12 additional subjects to 
the new entity, the Bodoland Territorial Region 
(BTR), make for good optics. It may augur well 
for the electoral prospects of the Bodoland 
People’s Front (BPF) and BJP in the BTR 
Council elections due in six months. Although 
the political will displayed by the BJP and BPF 
to settle this vexed issue is commendable, the 
Accord is the culmination of a complex and 
long drawn process, where multiple factors 
were at play. The protracted fratricidal war 
NDFB fought against Bodo Liberation Tigers 
(1996-2003), internal dissensions, GoI’s 
counterinsurgency during the Congress-
led UPA (2004-2014) and BJP-led NDA rule 
(1998-2004, 2014-20), and the Bhutanese 
army operation against the ULFA and the 
NDFB’s Sonbhijit faction in 2003, considerably 
weakened the Bodo insurgency and compelled 
the NDFB to enter into ceasefire agreements 
with the GoI. A consensus had emerged among 
various Bodo armed groups and civil society 
organisations that waging war against the 
Indian state is futile. This consensus has also 
made these groups amenable to an expansive 
autonomous framework within the state of 
Assam to protect the political, social, cultural 
and ethnic identities and interests of the 
Bodos. There has been a tacit understanding 
between the BPF and the BJP since 2016 as 

partners of the NDA  two years after the BPF 
left a 13-year-old alliance with the Congress 
over slow progress of the implementation of 
the 2003 Accord. The focus has since shifted 
to augmenting Bodoland’s autonomy. The 
success of the BJP-BPF alliance in the 2016 
Assam assembly elections also created a 
favourable political climate for this Accord.  
The Accord envisions a more expansive “self-
rule” and provides for novel “shared-rule” 
provisions by creatively broadening the area, 
scope of power and autonomy enjoyed by the 
Bodos, albeit in vague generalities. Unlike the 
2003 Accord which clearly identified 3,082 
villages to be included in Bodoland Territorial 
Council (BTC), this Accord ambiguously points 
to the inclusion of contiguous tribal majority 
villages outside BTC area within BTR while 
simultaneously excluding non-tribal majority 
areas that are not contiguous with the Sixth 
Schedule area within BTC. It is thus clear 
that the Accord seeks to perpetuate Bodos’ 
“self-rule” and territorial control in BTR by 
exclusively privileging their political, social, 
cultural and identity interest over everything 
else. Again, unlike the two tripartite accords 
signed by the Bodo rebels in 1993 and 
2003, the 2020 Accord specifically seeks 
to invest BTC with “legislative” power in 
addition to “executive, administrative and 
financial” powers on 12 additional subjects 
including trade and commerce, welfare and 
development of minorities/indigenous faith. 
While five of the 12 subjects devolved under 
this Accord only reiterate what was said in 
the 2003 Accord and hence amount to mere 

window dressing, the current deal continues 
to put premium on the Assam government to 
provide legislative safeguards to land rights 
of tribals (read Bodos) outside tribal belts 
and blocks. This makes Bodoland autonomy 
model less robust than the Nagaland model, 
which has extensive control over “land and 
resources” under Article 371A of India’s 
Constitution. Clearly, the Bodoland autonomy 
model continues to pivot on development, 
not land. An interesting aspect of this Accord 
is the way in which it extends the territorial 
remit of ethnic conflict regulation. While the 
change in the nomenclature of Bodoland 
Territorial Area Districts (BTAD) to Bodoland 
Territorial Region (BTR) is tailored to reflect 
this intent, the provision of Bodo-Cachari 
Welfare Councils outside the existing BTAD to 
cater to the development and welfare needs 
of the Bodos in other parts of Assam is a 
novel institutional experiment envisaged by 
this Accord. By envisioning an institutional 
framework under this rubric, where Bodos 
outside and within BTR define and regulate 
their developmental priorities in concert 
with the Assam government, it is likely to 
institutionalise a multilayered “cascading 
autonomy”  to borrow Jyotindra Das Gupta’s 
term where powers and responsibilities 
are being negotiated within the framework 
of “shared-rule”. The Accord also enlarges 
the scope of representation by increasing 
the strength of BTC from 40 to a maximum 
of 60 members. However, unlike the 2003 
Accord which clearly reserved 35 of the 40 
elected seats for tribals (read as Bodos), this 

agreement does not specify the seat share of 
Bodos and other non-Bodo communities. If the 
first Bodo Accord of 1993 is any useful guide, 
the BTR might yet set apace a conflictual inter-
ethnic relationship where the local minority, 
the politically dominant Bodos, would 
exploit this vague provision to gerrymander 
constituencies to consolidate their dominance. 
The failure to envision a power-sharing 
arrangement with non-Bodos makes the 
BTR a very weak “shared-rule” model of 
autonomy. This weakness could induce 
violence and deepen ethnic fractionalisation. 
The conspicuous absence of reference to 
legal safeguards to land extended by the 
2003 Bodo Accord to non-Bodos on matters 
pertaining to, inter alia, land settlement, 
ownership and inheritance of property would 
make them more vulnerable. Riding on the 
tide of an increasing sense of insecurity and 
powerlessness, Bodoland recently witnessed 
intense segmental electoral mobilisation that 
deeply polarised Bodos and non-Bodos. The 
overwhelming consolidation of the non-Bodo 
population around Naba Sarania, a former 
ULFA leader and a non-Bodo who won the 
Kokrajhar Lok Sabha seat in 2014 and 2019, is 
a clear pointer to this. This coincided with the 
electoral fragmentation of the Bodos within 
the BTC itself, a case borne out by the electoral 
decline of the BPF, whose seat share in the BTC 
fell from 31 out of the 40 elected seats in 2010 
to 20 seats in 2015. The entry of yet another 
cluster of NDFB factions into Bodoland’s 
electoral fray is likely to further fractionalise 
the Bodo electoral base. 

Thus it is plausible that inter/intra 
ethnic outbidding may take complex and 
conflictual turn unless robust power-sharing 
arrangements within and across Bodo/non-
Bodos are institutionalised. The complexity 
of intra-ethnic outbidding within the Bodos 
itself is apparent if we carefully scrutinise 
how this Accord seeks to distribute various 
infrastructural projects across the four 
districts of Baksa, Chirang, Kokrajhar and 
Udalguri. It would be interesting to see how 
infrastructure projects and delimitation of 
electoral constituencies in Bodoland will drive 
the power dynamics and redefine not only the 
arithmetic of autonomy and power, but also of 
inter and intra-ethnic relations.

Failure to envision a power-sharing arrangement with non-
Bodos makes BTR a weak ‘shared-rule’ model of autonomy

India’s foreign minister 
S Jaishankar, landed 

in Sri Lanka on 
November 20, 2019 

to invite Gotabaya for 
his first visit to India 
rather than to China. 
Gotabaya visited New 
Delhi for three days 

in late November last 
year. Jaishankar is said 
to have told Gotabaya 
that India expects his 
government to treat 
Tamils with dignity 

in the process of 
reconciliation. There 

is speculation that 
India might appoint an 
ambassador of Tamil 

origin to Colombo. 
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ISLAMABAD. The Foreign Office on 
Thursday strongly denied laxity in 
pursuing the Kashmir case on the world 
stage.“We take the cause of Jammu & 
Kashmir very seriously; it is the core 
issue of Pakistan’s foreign policy. The 
observation that the Foreign Office is 
not taking it seriously is not accurate,” 
FO spokesperson Aisha Farooqui said 
at the weekly media briefing.Pakistan 
observed the Kashmir Day on Feb 5 to 
highlight human rights abuses by Indian 
occupation forces in held Kashmir and 
create awareness about the longstanding 
dispute and unimplemented UN Security 
Council resolutions related to it.India 
last year annexed the occupied region 
by annulling Article 370, thereby 
ending the special status given to it in 
the Indian Constitution.There has been 
criticism by certain political quarters in 
Pakistan that FO was not doing enough 
to promote the Kashmir cause.The 
spokesperson said that the government 
outlined the “vision” of the foreign 
policy, whereas the FO implemented. 

New Delhi. Russian authorities have 
added over 200 Jehovah's Witnesses to 
a register of extremists and terrorists, 
the organisation said in a statement on 
Friday.The latest move in a crackdown 
on the religious group effectively cuts 
the believers off from the country's 
financial system, as being on list leads 
to one's bank accounts being frozen 
and to severe restrictions on any 
financial transactions.Russia officially 
banned Jehovah's Witnesses in 2017 
and declared the group an extremist 
organisation.The Kremlin has actively 
used vaguely worded laws to crack down 
on opposition activists and religious 
minorities.Since then, hundreds of 
members have been subjected to raids, 
arrests and prosecution. Twenty four 
members of the organisation have been 
convicted, nine of whom have been 
sentenced to prison, and more than 300 
people are currently under criminal 
investigation."Most of the blacklisted 
believers have not been convicted 
yet but are under investigation," 
the Jehovah's Witnesses said.Jarrod 
Lopes, a spokesman for the Jehovah's 
Witnesses world headquarters in 
the United States, said on Friday that 
Russian authorities are vilifying the 
organisation, crippling them from caring 
for their basic needs.“Clearly, Russia has 
effectively reinstated its darkest period 
of history by relentlessly persecuting 
Jehovah's Witnesses, as did its intolerant 
Soviet predecessors, Lopes said.The 
register, available on the website of 
Rosfinmonitoring, 

Russia blacklists 
over 200 Jehovah's 
Witnesses

FO denies laxity in pursuing 
Kashmir case on world stage

New Delhi, Agencys.
President Donald Trump 
confirmed on Thursday that the 
US had killed the leader of Al 
Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula 
— days after the militant 
group claimed responsibility 
for a mass shooting at a US 
naval base.The US “conducted 
a counterterrorism operation 
in Yemen that successfully 
eliminated Qassim Al Rimi, a 
founder and the leader of Al 
Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula 
(AQAP),” Trump said in a White 
House statement.AQAP claimed 
responsibility on Sunday for a 
December 6 shooting at US Naval 
Air Station Pensacola in Florida, 
in which a Saudi Air Force officer 
killed three American sailors.
The announcement came with 
Trump touting US resolve 
following the killings of Islamic 
State group leader Abu Bakr Al 
Baghdadi in October last year 
and top Iranian general Qasem 
Soleimani three months later.
The militant group has thrived 
in the chaos of years of civil 
war between Yemen's Saudi-
backed government and rebels 
who control the capital.“Under 

Rimi, AQAP committed 
unconscionable violence 
against civilians in Yemen and 
sought to conduct and inspire 
numerous attacks against the 
United States and our forces,” 
Trump said.“His death further 
degrades AQAP and the global Al 
Qaeda movement, and it brings 
us closer to eliminating the 
threats these groups pose to our 
national security.”'Eliminating 
terrorists'

Trump did not give any details 
about the circumstances or the 
timing of the operation.But it 
follows the killing of Al Rimi's 
predecessor Nasir Al Wuhayshi 
in June 2015, as part of the US's 
long running drone campaign in 
Yemen.
The following year top regional 
AQAP emir Jalal Belaidi, alias 
Abu Hamza, was also killed in 
a drone strike in the war torn 
country.Belaidi was responsible 

for multiple provinces in 
Yemen, the US State Department 
said after the killing.It had 
offered a $5 million reward 
for information on Belaidi 
over his alleged involvement 
in plotting bomb attacks on 
Western diplomatic officials and 
facilities in the capital Sanaa in 
2013.“The United States, our 
interests, and our allies are 
safer as a result of his death,” 
Trump said of the operation.“We 
will continue to protect the 
American people by tracking 
down and eliminating terrorists 
who seek to do us harm.”In 
AQAP's Pensacola attack, 
eight people were wounded, 
including two responding 
sheriff's deputies, before police 
shot dead the assailant.The FBI 
formally identified the attacker 
as Mohammed Alshamrani, 21, 
a second lieutenant in the Royal 
Saudi Air Force who was training 
in the US.Saudis expelled
The SITE monitoring group said 
he had posted a short manifesto 
on Twitter prior to the attack 
that read: “I'm against evil, 
and America as a whole has 
turned into a nation of evil.”“I 

hate you because every day 
you (are) supporting, funding 
and committing crimes not 
only against Muslims but also 
humanity.”The Twitter account 
that posted the manifesto also 
condemned US support for 
Israel and included a quote 
from Al Qaeda's deceased 
leader Osama bin Laden.Saudi 
Arabia's King Salman was quick 
to denounce the shooting as a 
“heinous crime.” Around 850 
Saudis are among the 5,000 
foreign military personnel being 
trained in the United States.
Last month, however, the US 
Justice Department said it would 
send home 21 Saudi military 
trainees after an investigation 
into the attack, with Attorney 
General Bill Barr calling it an 
“act of terrorism.”Barr said 21 
of Alshamrani's colleagues were 
being expelled from the base's 
flight school after the probe 
found many of them were in 
possession of extremist material 
and child pornography.He added 
that the Saudi government had 
said it would review each case 
under its code of military justice 
and criminal code.

Trump confirms killing of Al Qaeda leader in Yemen
New Delhi | Saturday, February 08, 2020               | INTERNATIONAL |    | English Daily    Open Search | 5

As doctor's death sparks outcry
China will defeat coronavirus, Xi tells Trump,

New Delhi, Agencys.
Chinese President Xi Jinping 
assured his US counterpart 
on Friday that China was 
doing all it can to contain 
a new coronavirus that 
has killed almost 640 
people, including a doctor 
who sounded the alarm 
only to be threatened by 
police.China was gradually 
achieving results and was 
confident it could defeat the 
epidemic with no long-term 
consequences for economic 
development, Xi told 
President Donald Trump in a 
telephone call, according to 
state television.Trump, after 
the phone conversation 
with the Chinese president 
said that Beijing is showing 
“great discipline” in 
tackling the coronavirus 
outbreak.“Nothing is easy, 
but he will be successful, 
especially as the weather 
starts to warm & the virus 
hopefully becomes weaker, 

and then gone,” Trump said 
on Twitter“Great discipline 
is taking place in China, 
as President Xi strongly 
leads what will be a very 
successful operation. We are 
working closely with China 
to help!”The call to the White 
House, which China has 
accused of scaremongering 
over the epidemic, came 
as China's central bank 
vowed to step up support 
for the economy to cushion 
the blow of the outbreak.
First-quarter growth in 
the world's second-biggest 
economy could slow by 2 
percentage points or more, 
from 6 per cent, in the last 
quarter, analysts say, but 
could rebound sharply 
if the outbreak peaked 
soon.Chinese stocks were 
heading for their worst 
week since May while 
elsewhere in Asia, financial 
markets slipped after 
several days of gains.Xi had 

earlier declared a “people's 
war” on the virus, saying 
China had responded with 
all its strength and “the 
most thorough and strict 
prevention and control 
measures”, state media 
said.The rallying cry came 
amid an outpouring of 
grief and anger on social 
media over the death 
of ophthalmologist Li 
Wenliang.Li, 34, was one of 
eight people reprimanded 
by police in the central city 
of Wuhan, the epicentre of 

the contagion, last month 
for spreading “illegal and 
false” information about 
the flu-like virus.His social 
media messages warning 
of a new “SARS-like” 
coronavirus — a reference 
to Severe Acute Respiratory 
Syndrome (SARS) which 
originated in China and 
killed almost 800 people 
around the world in 2002-
2003 — triggered the wrath 
of police.China was accused 
of trying to cover up SARS.
Li was forced to sign a letter 

on January 3 saying he had 
“severely disrupted social 
order” and was threatened 
with charges.“We deeply 
mourn the death of Wuhan 
doctor Li Wenliang ... After 
all-effort rescue, Li passed 
away on 2:58am,” the 
ruling Communist Party's 
People's Daily said on 
Twitter. Many social media 
users described Li as a 
hero, accusing authorities 
of incompetence in the early 
stages of an outbreak that 
has now claimed more than 
400 lives in Wuhan.“Light a 
candle and pay tribute to the 
hero,” one person posted on 
the Weibo platform.Some 
media outlets described Li 
as a hero “willing to speak 
the truth” but there were 
signs that discussion of his 
death was being censored.
The death toll in mainland 
China reached 636 with 73 
more deaths recorded as of 
Thursday.

New Delhi, Agencys.
A resolution calling for 
the public hanging of 
offenders convicted for 
sexually abusing and 
murdering children was 
passed in the National 
Assembly on Friday with 
a majority of votes.The 
session was presided 
over by Deputy Speaker 
Qasim Khan Suri.The 
hand-written resolution, a 
copy of which is available 
with Dawn.com, referred 
to the "brutal killing of 
8-year-old Iwaz Noor 
in Nowshera"."Strongly 
condemning" the death, the 
signatories wrote: "This 
house [...] demands that to 
stop these shameful and 
brutal killings of children 
and give a strong deterrent 
effect, the killers and rapists 
should not only be given 
death penalty by hanging 
but they should be hanged 
publicly."Minister of State 
for Parliamentary Affairs 
Ali Muhammad Khan 
presented the resolution in 
the parliament, which was 
passed by all lawmakers, 
apart from PPP's.Raja 
Pervez Ashraf, PPP leader 
and former prime minister, 
said: "Ramping up the 
severity of punishments 
does not result in a 
reduction in crime.""We 
cannot put public hanging 
into practice as it violates 
the laws of the United 
Nations," he added, 
reminding members of the 
parliament that Pakistan 
is a signatory to the UN 
Convention on the Rights 
of the Child.He was not the 
only one to raise his voice 
against the passing of the 
resolution. Minister for 
Science and Technology 
Fawad Chaudhry "strongly 
condemned" it."This is just 
another grave act in line 
with brutal civilisation 

practices. Societies act in 
a balanced way. Barbarism 
is not the answer to 
crimes [...] this is another 
expression of extremism," 
he wrote on Twitter.
Meanwhile, Human 
Rights Minister Shireen 
Mazari clarified that 
the resolution "was not 
government-sponsored but 
an individual act"."Many of 
us oppose it — our MOHR 
(Ministry of Human Rights) 
strongly opposes this. 
Unfortunately I was in a 
meeting and wasn't able to 
go to NA," she said, in a post 
on Twitter.
According to a report 
released by child rights 
organisation Sahil in 
September last year, 1,304 
cases of sexual abuse of 
children were reported by 
the media in the country 
from January to June.
This means that at least 
seven children are abused 
every day.With the issue 
continuing to remain 
widely prevalent, the 
government has been met 
with criticism for not taking 
any concrete measures 
to address flaws in the 
investigation of such cases 
or the implementation 
of the relevant laws.
Perspective: Why sexual 
abuse of children remains 
widely prevalent Presently, 
multiple laws are available 

in the country for dealing 
with child-related offences.
Punjab was the first 
province where a law 
on child protection was 
enacted in 2004. The 
Punjab Destitute and 
Neglected Children Act, 
2004, deals with a variety 
of issues related to child 
protection. The law gives a 
definition of ‘destitute and 
neglected child.’Under this 
law, a child protection and 
welfare bureau has to be 
set up with wide-ranging 
functions. The bureau 
has also to set up child 
protection institutions 
in different areas.The 
KP Child Protection and 
Welfare Act (CPWA) was 
enacted in 2010. This law is 
more comprehensive than 
that of Punjab. The KP law 
included several offences 
against children with 
prescribed punishments. 
The offences incorporated 
in the Act include: child 
pornography, sexual 
abuse, sale in child organs, 
corporal punishment 
and child begging and 
trafficking.The KP Act 
provides for setting up of 
child protection bodies, 
including child protection 
courts, the Child Protection 
and Welfare Commission, 
child protection units 
on district level, child 
protection institute, etc.

NA passes contentious resolution calling 
for public hanging of child sexual abusers

DUBAI, AGENCYS.
Amnesty Inter  national accused 
Saudi Arabia on Thursday of using 
a secretive court established to try 
terrorism cases as “a weapon of 
repression” to imprison peaceful 
critics, activists, journalists, 
clerics and Shias, including some 
who were sentenced to death 
and executed.The London-based 
rights organisation examined court 
documents and spoke to activists 
and lawyers for its 53-page report, 
which sheds light on the secretive 
proceedings of the Specialised 
Criminal Court.The report found 
that trials before the court were 
a mockery of justice and its 
judges willing accomplices” in 
suppressing those who dare speak 
up.Established in 2008 to try terror-
related crimes, the court started 
trying critics of the government 
in 2011 under broadly worded 
counter-terrorism laws that 
criminalise acts such as insulting 
King Salman and the crown 
prince, Mohammed bin Salman.
Amnesty said some of the common 
charges in proceedings included 
disobeying the ruler of Saudi 
Arabia, “questioning the integrity” 
of officials, seeking to disrupt 
security and inciting disorder by 
calling for demonstrations and 
“disseminating false information 
to foreign groups crimes that can 
hinge on speaking to human rights 
groups or the use of social media”.
“Our research gives lie to the shiny 
new reformist image Saudi Arabia 
is trying to cultivate,” said Heba 
Morayef, Amnesty’s Mideast and 
North Africa regional director. She 
said the government has used the 
special court “to create a false aura 
of legality around its abuse of the 
counter-terror law to silence its 
critics”
.Amnesty also said that the 
government’s “rhetoric about 
reforms under the crown prince” 
stands in stark contrast to reality in 
the kingdom where women’s rights 

activists and dozens of perceived 
critics of the young prince remain 
imprisoned or face trial on vague 
charges related to national security. 
Some, like reformist cleric Salman 
al-Awda, face the death penalty 
in trials before the court.When 
it was initially established, the 
special court only tried Al Qaeda 
suspects, but the shift came in 
mid-2011 the same year that Arab 
Spring protests were roiling the 
region and threatening to upend 
autocratic rule when 16 reformists 
from Jeddah were referred to the 
court.Amnesty documented the 
cases of 95 people tried before 
the special court between 2011 
and 2019. Of those, 68 are Shias 
who were mostly prosecuted 
for their participation in anti-
government protests, while 27 
people were prosecuted for their 
political activism or expression.“In 
all cases ... the trials were grossly 
unfair,” Amnesty said.The 
watchdog reached out to multiple 
official Saudi agencies during its 
investigation. The government’s 
Human Rights Commission was 
the only one to respond, saying the 
special court follows the same rules 
and procedures of other criminal 
courts and that all hearings before 
it were public, with defendants, 
their lawyers and families present.
Like other human rights groups, 
Amnesty was not permitted to 
conduct research from inside Saudi 
Arabia.

New Delhi, Agencys.
French President 
Emmanuel Macron 
warned Friday that 
European nations 
“cannot remain 
spectators” in the face of 
a potential nuclear arms 
race and urged them to 
push an “international 
arms control 
a g e n d a”.“ E u ro p e a n s 
must realise collectively 
that in the absence of a 
legal framework, they 
could rapidly face a new 
race for conventional 
weapons, even nuclear 
weapons, on their own 
soil,” Macron said in 
a speech laying out 
France's post-Brexit 
strategy for its nuclear 
arsenal.He added that 
France had already 
reduced the number 
of its warheads to 
under 300, providing 
“the legitimacy to 

demand concrete moves 
from other nuclear 
powers toward global 
disarmament that is 
gradual, credible and 
can be verified”.After 
Brexit, France is the only 
nuclear power within EU 
borders, at a time when 
long-standing accords 
on limiting the growth 
of nuclear stockpiles 
appear increasingly at 
risk.The United States 
has suggested it will 

not extend New START, 
an arms reduction 
treaty signed in 2010, 
and both Washington 
and Moscow have 
abandoned the 
Intermediate-Range 
Nuclear Forces (INF) 
Treaty.Macron said 
France remains 
convinced that Europe's 
long-term security 
depends on a strong 
alliance with the US, 
its key partner in the 

NATO alliance.“But 
our security also 
depends, inevitably, on 
a greater capacity for 
autonomous action by 
Europeans,” he said in 
the speech to military 
officers in Paris.As a 
result, European nations 
should be signatories 
of any new deal to 
limit the development 
of new intermediate-
range weapons, Macron 
said.“Let us be clear: if 
negotiations and a more 
comprehensive treaty 
are possible... Europeans 
must be stakeholders 
and signatories, because 
it's our territory” 
that is most at risk, 
he said.Macron has 
already begun a costly 
modernisation of 
France's atomic arsenal, 
arguing in January 2018 
that “deterrence is part 
of our history.

Macron says 'Europeans cannot 
remain spectators' in new arms race

Amnesty terms Saudi 
secret court ‘weapon 

of repression’

SAN FRANCISCO,  AGENCYS.
More than 100 child protection 
organisations on Thursday 
urged Facebook to halt plans 
for strong encryption of all its 
platforms, saying that would 
allow predators to operate 
freely.The social network 
is working to extend end-
to-end encryption across 
its messaging applications, 
including Facebook Messenger 
and Instagram.The groups 
said they were concerned 
that stronger encryption 
of online exch anges would 
facilitate the sharing of child 
pornography.“We urge you to 
recognise and accept that an 
increased risk of child abuse 
being facilitated on or by 
Facebook is not a reasonable 
trade-off to make,” the groups 

led by the National Society 
for the Prevention of Cruelty 
to Children said in an open 
letter to Facebook founder 
and CEO Mark Zuckerberg. 
“Children should not be put in 
harm’s way either as a result of 
commercial decisions or design 
choices.”Rights groups have 
applauded Facebook’s move 
to stronger encryption but the 
governments of countries such 
as the United States, Britain 
and Australia have called on 
the social network to allow 
authorities to circumvent 
encryption to better fight 
extremism, child pornography 
and other crimes.The child 
protection groups said they 
recognised users have a 
legitimate interest in ensuring 
their data is protected.

Facebook plan to encrypt platforms 
risks child abuse

opensearch



SYDNEY, AGENCYS.
A star-studded charity game to aid 
Australian bushfire relief was on 
Thursday moved from the Sydney 
Cricket Ground to Melbourne due 
to forecast torrential rain, forcing 
some players to drop out.Shane 
Warne and Ricky Ponting were to 
come out of retirement to skipper 
the teams on Saturday to raise 
money for victims of the blazes 
which began in September and 
have left at least 33 people dead 
and thousands of homes destroyed.
It was scheduled as a curtain raiser 
to the Twenty20 Big Bash League 
final, but with downpours expected, 
Cricket Australia (CA) said it would 
no longer be possible at the SCG.
Instead, it will be played on Sunday 
at the smaller Junction Oval in 
Melbourne following a T20 clash 
between the Australia and England 
women’s teams.Warne, Michael 
Hussey, and Michael Clarke were 
among those forced out due to prior 
commitments.“We have moved 
the Bushfire Bash from the SCG 
because we want to provide every 
opportunity for the BBL final to be 
played on Saturday night,” said CA 
chief Kevin Roberts, amid concerns 
that the pitch could be damaged if 

there was a game beforehand.Adam 
Gilchrist will now captain one of 
the teams in Warne’s absence with 
Australian Test skipper Tim Paine 
acting as coach. The Ponting team 
will be coached by Sachin Tendulkar.
Other international stars taking part 
include Wasim Akram, Brian Lara, 
Courtney Walsh, and Justin Langer.
Match profits will go to the Australian 
Red Cross Disaster Relief and 
Recovery Fund.The Sydney Sixers 
will face either the Melbourne Stars 
or Sydney Thunder in the BBL final, 
weather permitting.Meanwhile, 
many Australians were experiencing 
a bittersweet break from the threat 
of bushfires on Thursday, with 
flooding rains deluging some parts 
of the eastern states and miners 
preparing for a tropical cyclone to 
hit the country’s iron ore heartland 
over the weekend.The Bureau of 
Meteorology (BOM) issued severe 
thunderstorm warnings for the 
southeast of Queensland state and 
a flood alert for more than 20 areas 
in New South Wales (NSW) after 
the start of heavy rainfall that is 
expected to continue for several 
days.“Warm, moist air feeding in 
from the east was bringing the rain,” 
BOM forecaster Mike Funnell told 

the Australian Broadcasting Corp. 
“We are expecting those larger totals 
and heavier rainfall to come into the 
northeast coast of NSW and then sort 
of track slowly southwards.”Miners 
Rio Tinto and BHP Group said they 
were monitoring the situation 
and making preparations ahead of 
Saturday, when a tropical low off the 
coast of Western Australia is forecast 
to develop into a category three 
cyclone that was set to make landfall 
in the Pilbara area.“With strong 
winds and heavy seas predicted, 
both Port Walcott [Cape Lambert] 
and Dampier ports are being 
cleared, as this impacts the ability 
to safely moor vessels,” Rio said. 
“We have also started the process of 
demobilising non-essential people 

from our sites which may be affected 
by the weather system.”The wet 
weather has helped douse or slow 
some of the country’s most damaging 
and long-running wildfires, which 
have burned through more than 
11.7 million hectares (2.8 million 
acres) of land since September. The 
prolonged bushfire season has killed 
33 people and an estimated 1 billion 
native animals. More than 2,500 
homes have been destroyed.Officials, 
however, have warned the threat 
was not yet over and that there will 
likely be weeks more of firefighting 
ahead.Around 60 fires were still 
burning across NSW and Victoria, 
the country’s most populous states, 
with around half of those classified 
as uncontained.

Rain hits star-studded Australia cricket bushfire fundraiser
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Niki Poonacha, Arjun 
Kadhe get wild cards 
for Bengaluru Open
Bangalore: Reigning national 
champion Niki Poonacha and Arjun 
Kadhe have been given the first 
two wild cards for the upcoming 
Bengaluru Open ATP Challenger 
tournament that kicks off on Mon-
day. A total of five wild cards will 
be given in the main draw of 48 in 
the singles.Poonacha, who is ranked 
a little above 1100 in the singles 
and 732 in doubles, begins with a 
true home advantage as he trains 
at the Rohan Bopanna Academy at 
the KSLTA, the venue of the mega 
event."I am thrilled to have received 
a wild card for the Bengaluru Open 
which is being played at my home. I 
am playing well but unfortunately it 
is not fructifying into great results," 
said the 24-year-old who won the 
National Championship in Delhi last 
year. "I thank the KSLTA and AITA 
for having given me an opportunity 
here and I will endeavour to make 
the best use of the wild card," he 
added.Arjun Kadhe, who is current-
ly ranked 219 in doubles and 612 in 
the singles, was the second player to 
get the wild card.  In a year of fluc-
tuating fortunes, Kadhe had won the 
Chengdu Challenger last year and 
had risen to a career high of 160 in 
doubles. "Firstly, I am thankful to 
AITA and KSLTA for having belief in 
me. I am excited to be in the main 
draw of the Bengaluru Open Chal-
lenger," said Kadhe."It is a strong 
and competitive field that has gath-
ered in this edition of the Bengaluru 
Open. We hope to see some exciting 
action. Both Kadhe and Poonacha 
are talented players and deserve 
a chance to prove themselves. We 
hope both utilize the platform to the 
best," said Sunil Yajaman, Tourna-
ment Director.Meanwhile, Saketh 
Myneni became the fifth player to 
make it to the main draw due to a 
few cancellations. Prajesh Gunne-
swaran, Sasikumar Mukund, Sumit 
Nagal and Ramkumar Ramanathan 
are the others who have got a direct 
entry into the main round.

FIRST COLUMN

KARACHI, AGENCYS.
International player and seventh seed 
Babar Masih erased the break of 136 piled 
up by Mohammad Ijaz against Usman 
Ahmed on Monday as he hammered 139 
against Sindh champion Khizer Aziz in 
the 45th National Snooker Championship 
at Karachi Gymkhana on Thursday.The 
splendid break by Rawalpindi-based Babar 
came in the last frame while registering 
4-1 triumph against the local cueist as 
he was home with the scores 9-73, 73-
28, 83-21, 75-10, 139-0.This is Babar’s 
second century break in five matches 
the previous being 113 against Ahmed 
Shah in group G.Babar’s victory was fifth 
on trot and he will round off his league 
engagements when he meets another local 
cueist Zukfiqar A. Qadir Saturday morning, 
the last day of league.Babar is among six 
seeded players who have maintained a 
clean slate in five games and have ensured 
a place in the knockout pre quarter-finals. 
The other five are top seed Mohammad 
Asif, second seed Mohammad Bilal, third 
seed Asjad Iqbal,, sixth seed Mohammad 
Ijaz and eighth seed Mohammad Naseem 
Akhtar.Fourth seed Mohammad Sajjad and 
fifth seed Sohail Shahzad have won four 
out of five matches.Results:Mohammad 

Sajjad (Punjab/NBP) bt Bahadur Khan 
(Balochistan) 4-2 (69-18, 25-68, 73-19, 77-
40, 33-73, 78-0); Sattar Khan (Islamabad) 
bt Umer Farooq (Punjab) 4-2 (72-0, 49-40, 
52-64, 61-75, 62-28, 66-51); Hamza Akbar 
(Punjab) bt Mohammad Imran (Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa) 4-1 (64-11, 98-29, 15-56, 
91-8, 59-9); Asjad Iqbal (Punjab/NBP) bt 
Shan Naimat (Islamabad) 4-1 (39-67, 83-
8, 70-0, 65-15, 68-13); Mohammad Umar 
Khan (Punjab) bt Ali Haider (Punjab/
SBP) 4-3 (60-20, 66-8, 0-73, 59-81, 98-
0, 43-56, 57-26); Mohammad Asif Toba 
(Punjab) bt Sharjeel Mehmood (Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa) 4-3 (10-53, 73-24, 22-62, 
64-26, 64-30, 39-78, 79-0); Mohammad 
Bilal (Punjab/SBP) bt Munawar Khaliq 
(Islamabad) 4-3 (49-75, 1-69, 106-23, 40-
70, 94-14, 69-39, 98-41); Aakash Rafique 
(Khyber Pakhtunkhwa) bt Saad Khan 
(Khyber Pakhtunkhwa) 4-1 (35-67, 90-34 
62-27, 53-5, 77-68); Shariq Ali (Sindh) bt 
Rabish Pervez (Balochistan) 4-0 (85-61, 
61-54, 92-22, 47-24); Mohammad Asif 
(Punjab/NBP) bt Rambel Gul (Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa) 4-1 (74-44, 61-18, 68-48, 
43-79, 55-50); M. Jawed Ansari (Sindh) 
bt Sheikh Mohammad Mudassir (Punjab/
SBP) 4-2 (65-47, 50-63, 51-15, 73-56, 17-
59, 62-16); Mohammad Nazeer.

Pakistani bowlers have a field day as Bangladesh struggle in first Test
Pakistan fast bowlers exploited a tinge of grass on the wicket

New Delhi, Agencys.
Bangladesh were rattled by 
Pakistan's bowling attack 
as they lost three more 
wickets after lunch on the 
first day of the first Test at 
the Pindi Stadium on Friday.
By tea break, the tourists 
were 172 for the loss of 
six wickets, three of which 
were picked by Shaheen 
Shah Afridi. Mohammad 
Abbas contributed by 
dismissing Tamim Iqbal (3) 
and Najmul Hossain Shanto 
(44). Haris Sohail took one 
wicket.Earlier, Pakistan's 
pace bowlers struck 
early to leave Bangladesh 
struggling at 95-3.Afridi 
had 21-year-old debutant 
Saif Hassan caught in the 
slips for no score off his 
third delivery and then 
broke a half-century stand 
when the left-arm fast 
bowler switched ends and 
had Bangladesh captain 

Mominul Haque (30) 
caught behind.Najmul, 
playing his first Test since 
November of 2018, was 
unbeaten on 44 with six 
fours while experienced 
Mahmudullah was not out 
on 17 in an extended two 
and a half hours opening 
session because of Friday 
prayers.Pakistan fast 
bowlers exploited a tinge 
of grass on the wicket at 
the Pindi Cricket Stadium 
after captain Azhar Ali 
won the toss and opted 
to field.The visitors ran 
into early trouble against 
Pakistan's pace bowlers 
and after Afridi's early 
strike, Abbas successfully 
went for leg before wicket 
referral against Iqbal in the 
second over but Nigel Llong 
overturned a confident 
appeal.Tamim, who scored 
a triple century in a 
domestic first-class game 

last week, scored only three 
in his comeback Test match 
after the left-hander missed 
Bangladesh's last Test 
series against India.Abbas 
bowled two tidy spells in 
the first session and gave 
away only seven runs in his 
10 overs for the key wicket 
of Tamim.Mominul and 
Najmul played resolutely 
after two early setbacks 
and just when they looked 
to carry Bangladesh's 
fightback, Afridi broke 
the 59-run third-wicket 
partnership.Mominul hit 

five that included two on 
driven fours in Afridi's 
one over before the left-
armer induced a thin edge 
of Bangladesh skippers 
bat.Pakistan opted for 
the same team that won 
the second Test against 
Sri Lanka in Karachi in 
December last year, playing 
with three fast bowlers 
and a lone spinner in Yasir 
Shah.Bangladesh handed 
a Test debut to 21-year-
old opener Saif Hassan 
and also included three 
pacers as well as a spinner 

in Taijul IslamBangladesh 
was originally scheduled 
to play three Twenty20 
Internationals and two 
Test matches, but agreed 
to split the tour into three 
phases because it did not 
want to stay in Pakistan for 
a longer duration due to 
security concerns.After this 
Test, the side will return to 
Pakistan in April for a one-
off One-Day International 
(April 3) and the second 
and final Test (April 5-9) 
at the National Stadium in 
Karachi.Pakistan won the 
T20 series 2-0 last month at 
Lahore, with the third game 
abandoned because of rain.
Ahead of today's match, 
skipper Ali hoped that 
Pakistan would strengthen 
their credentials — both as 
a team and as hosts."Credit 
to the two cricket boards 
for making this series 
possible,".

New Delhi, Agencys.
A majority of people around 
the world believe capitalism in 
its current form is doing more 
harm than good, a survey found 
ahead of this week's Davos meeti 
JOHANNESBURG: England will 
join hosts South Africa in raising 
funds for breast cancer charities 
by wearing a limited edition 
pink kit when the two teams play 
each other in the third and final 
One-day International (ODI) in 
Johannesburg on Sunday.It will be 
the ninth time that South Africa 
have played in their traditional 
home ‘Pink Day’ match, but the 
first time their opponents have 
also pledged their support to the 
charitable initiative by sporting 
similar kits.Funds raised from 
the ODI will go towards the 
Breast Care Unit at the Charlotte 
Maxeke Academic Hospital in 

Johannesburg.“We’ve been proud 
to supply South Africa with pink 
jerseys for the past four years 
and to have both teams stepping 
out in special jerseys for the first 
time will be a special moment,” 
kit supplier New Balance’s head 
of cricket Liam Burns said.Fans 
will be also able to purchase the 
limited edition England kits from 

the England and Wales Cricket 
Board store, where it will be 
available from Friday.South Africa 
lead the three-match series 1-0 
after winning the first ODI in Cape 
Town — on the back of a brilliant 
century from skipper Quinton 
de Kock — by seven wickets on 
Tuesday. The second ODI is on 
Friday in Durban.

England to join South Africa's cancer cause by sporting pink kits

ISLAMABAD, AGENCYS.
The National Assembly Standing 
Committee on Law and Justice has 
given the Punjab police a month to 
implement Lahore High Court (LHC) 
Justice Shabbar Raza Rizvi’s report 
on the 2009 attack on the Sri Lankan 
cricket team.The committee said that 
if the report was not implemented, the 
Establishment Division would be asked 
to attach the case in the personal files 
of police officials named in the report.
Committee chair MNA Riaz Fatyana 
from the PTI expressed dismay 
that the relevant departments were 
reluctant to implement reports and 
judicial commissions’ deliberations, 
saying this was tantamount to 
making a mockery of the system.“The 
directives of this committee are 
not taken seriously, similarly the 
findings of judicial commissions and 
inquiries were left aside to rot – so 
why do we waste time to establish 
he commissions and hold inquires,” 
Mr Fatyana asked.The committee 
was considering the Punjab police’s 
response to the implementation 
status of reports onterrorist attacks 
on the Sri Lankan cricket team in 
Lahore and the murder of judges in 
the Sialkot district jail.Parliamentary 
committee says if report is not 
implemented, case will be attached to 
files of police officialsThe committee 
had asked the inspector general of 
police Punjab (IGP) to appear before 
it in person, but he was represented 
at the meeting by Rawalpindi Regional 
Police Officer Sohail Tajik.A Punjab 
home department official read out 
the brief of the judicial commission’s 
report on the 2009 attack on the 
Sri Lankan team, which said that 
almost all the Punjab police officers 
posted in Lahore at the time were 
guilty of laxityand did not consider 
the gravity of terror conditions.The 
parliamentarians were informed 
that the commission had named 
police officials who were negligent in 
executing their duties, which led to 
the attack on the cricketers.The names 
read out included then IGP Khalid 
Farooq, then capital city police officer 
Haji Abdul Rehman, deputy inspector 

general of police (operations) Amjad 
Javed, Model Town superintendent of 
police, Gulberg deputy superintendent 
of police and the Gulberg station house 
office, while the senior superintendent 
of police (operations) had been on 
leave.After the report was read out, Mr 
Fatyana said: “Now, more than a decade 
after the attack, one of the officers 
named in the judicial report has been 
promoted to the rank of IGP, one is CPO 
and all others have gained after being 
named as irresponsible officers.’Mr 
Tajik responded by telling him that 
a Punjab cabinet subcommittee 
had cleared the officers.But when 
committee members, including 
MNA Aliya Kamran, asked if the 
subcommittee report was presented 
to and approved by the Punjab cabinet, 
the answer was no.The committee also 
asked about action taken by the police 
over an incident at the Sialkot jail in 
July 2003, when a team of judicial 
officers led by the Sialkot additional 
district and sessions judgevisited 
the prison and were taken hostage.
Mr Fatyana said judicial officers had 
complained about a controversial 
commando raid that led to four judges 
being killed by police firing.He asked 
if the police had conducted an inquiry 
into this incident, as well as a reason 
why post-mortem examinations of the 
deceased were not carried out.When 
they did not receive a response from 
Mr Tajik, the committee unanimously 
gave the police a month to implement 
the judicial report.The committee also 
considered the Code of Civil Procedure 
(Amendment) Bill 2019 and approved 
it along with a dissenting note from 
MNAs Nafeesa Shah and Ms Kamran. 

New Delhi, Agencys.
In order to develop tennis in the 
country, India great Leander Paes 
urged that sport needs to have 
people like Rahul Dravid and Pullela 
Gopichand, who has done excellent 
job in producing young talent in their 
respective sports.Talking on the 
sidelines of the third edition of Tata 
Open Maharashtra, Paes said, “If I 
look at some of past players of India 
who I have tremendous respect for, 
there are players like Rahul Dravid, 
Pullela Gopichand who have trained 
younger generation to the highest 
level.”Gopichand, who won the All 
England title in 2001 despite lack 
of resources and he has currently 
not only been nurturing badminton 
talent but also has produced two 
Olympic medallist for the country. 
While former India captain Dravid 
has been doing a tremendous job 
in nurturing young Indian talent 
in cricket post his retirement.
The veteran feels the tennis has 
to be reinvented like other sports 
to attract more kids and said the 
competition is huge with the league 
such as IPL, Premier Badminton 

League, Ultimate Table Tennis.“We 
really need to reinvent tennis 
because competition for sport in 
India is huge now with all the league, 
not just IPL. Table Tennis, boxing, 
wrestling, badminton, Kabaddi 
becoming huge in our country,” 
Paes, who made his last appearance 
in Tata Open Maharashtra said. 
The ace Indian is on his ‘one last 
roar’ tour this season.“Tennis in 
India needs an energised injection 
to be infused. We need to attract 

lot more kids. Now days so many 
distractions are there for them and 
Sport and Tennis is a great way to 
channelise them,” he added.The 
eight-time Grand Slam doubles 
champion Paes, who partnered 
with Matthew Ebden, suffered 
defeat in the doubles quarter-finals 
against Indian pair of Ramkumar 
Ramanathan and Purav Raja in 
Tata Open Maharashtra, which is 
organised by Maharashtra State 
Lawn Tennis Association (MSLTA).

We need Dravids and Gopichands for 
Indian tennis to flourish: Leander Paes

Police asked to implement 
report on Sri Lankan 
cricket team attack

India U-17 women’s football 
team to play Romania U-17

New Delhi, Agencys. The Indian U-17 womens football team will be 
travelling on an exposure tour to Turkey as part of their preparation for 
the forthcoming U-17 Women’s World Cup here.The girls will travel to 
Istanbul on February 10 where they will be playing two matches against 
U-17 Romania women’s team on February 16 and February 19.“It is 
a really good opportunity to play two matches against Romania U-17 
Women’s National Team. It’s important for us to start implementing what 
we are doing in training sessions. We also have plans to introduce a new 
formation. It’s always good for players to learn different formations,” 
U-17 Women’s World cup coach Thomas Dennerby mentioned.“Romania 
are very strong in tackling, as well as in one-on-one situations. I expect 
both games will be played in a high tempo,” the coach further explained.
Dennerby further stressed on “improving the endurance level”.“The 
matches will enable us an opportunity to see which players are ready 
for play 90 minutes at a high pace. We have been working very hard to 
improve the endurance level,” Dennerby stated.The FIFA U-17 Women’s 
World Cup India 2020 will kick-off from November 2-21, 2020.The 
U-17 girls have, earlier, had a successful exposure trip to Hong Kong 
before they triumphed in the SAFF U15 Women’s Championship in 
Bhutan in 2019 where they defeated Bangladesh to lift the trophy.Squad: 
Goalkeepers: Tanu, Anshika, Adrija Sarkhel; Defenders: Jyoti Kumari, 
Kamasani Durga, Nirmala Devi, Shilky Devi, Sudha Tirkey, Astam Oraon, 
Nisha; Midfielders: Kiran, Martina Thokchom, Aveka Singh, Nitu Linda, 
Mariyammal Balamurugan, Shri Devi Subba, Sunita Munda, Anju, Amisha 
Baxla, Priyanka Sujeesh, Priyangka Devi; Forwards: Sumati Kumari, Daisy 
Crasto, Manisha Naik, Karen Estrocio.

Michael Clarke were among those forced out due to prior commitments.

Prolific Babar scores century break to 
enter pre-quarters at National Snooker
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New Delhi, Agencys.
With Union Budget doing little to 
support growth in the near term, 
the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) is 
likely to cut benchmark interest 
rates by 40 basis points before 
the end of 2020-21 fiscal, Fitch 
Solutions said Friday.The RBI 
held its benchmark repurchase 
(repo) and reverse repo during 
its February 6 monetary policy 
meeting at 5.15 per cent and 4.90 
per cent respectively."High current 
inflation is likely causing the RBI 
to take a slight pause to its easing 
cycle, given their mandate to keep 
inflation below 6 per cent," Fitch 
Solutions said in a commentary on 
RBI's February 6 decision.A likely 
easing in inflationary pressures 
in the forthcoming months will 
reopen the window for the RBI to 
once again prioritise growth and 
ease its interest rates."We believe 
that the RBI will resume easing 
as the FY2020/21 (AprilMarch) 
Union Budget will do little to 
support growth over the near 
term," it said. "We at Fitch Solutions 
maintain our forecast for the RBI's 
repo and reverse repo rate to fall 
by 40bps to 4.75 per cent and 4.50 
per cent, respectively, by the end 
of FY2020/21 (April-March)."It 

said the ongoing episode of high 
inflation, mainly driven by food 
prices, will see the central bank 
take a slight pause on its easing 
cycle, given its mandate to keep 
inflation between 2.0-6.0 per 
cent."Given our view that high food 
inflation will gradually fade over 
the coming months on the back 
of easing food supply conditions 
following the winter harvest over 
Q1 of 2020, this will reopen the 
window for the RBI to resume its 
easing cycle to support growth," 
it added.Fitch Solutions said it 
believes that the onus of supporting 
the economy has now fallen on 
the RBI after the 2020-21 Union 
Budget provided little support to 
growth over the near term, a view 

that contrasts with that of RBI.The 
RBI maintained its accommodative 
stance at its February monetary 
policy meeting. The Monetary 
Policy Committee (MPC) noted 
that the economy continues 
to be weak and the output gap 
remains negative.While some 
high-frequency indicators such as 
tractor and three-wheeler sales, 
domestic air passenger traffic, 
and railway freight traffic point 
towards a recovery in economic 
activity, the MPC noted a need to 
continue monitoring incoming 
data to gauge the sustainability 
of the recovery.It highlighted its 
expectations for supportive rural 
and infrastructure spending in the 
2020/21 Budget and the corporate 

tax cuts in September 2019 to boost 
growth over the medium term.
However, the RBI revised down its 
real GDP growth projection for the 
first half of FY2020-21 to 5.5-6.0 
per cent (from 5.9-6.3% during the 
December 2019 statement) and 
projects growth of 6.2 per cent in 
the third quarter of FY2020/21.
With inflation surging to over 7 
per cent in December 2019 on the 
back of a spike in onion prices, RBI 
revised its H1FY2020/21 inflation 
projection up to 5.0-5.4% (from 
3.8-4.0% in the December 2019 
statement)."
A weak economic growth outlook 
will spur further monetary easing 
from the RBI," Fitch Solutions said. 
"We forecast real GDP growth to 

slow to 5.1 per cent in FY2019/20, 
from a revised 6.1 per cent (down 
from 6.8 per cent previously) in 
FY2018/19."
Stating that there may be a slight 
recovery over the second half of 
the fiscal year, it said a gradual 
feed through of income from the 
winter crop should support a 
recovery in consumption, with 
high existing food prices due to 
a previously poor summer crop 
harvest providing some support to 
farmer incomes."Monetary policy 
transmission, while showing signs 
of improvement, remains weak 
and this will likely necessitate 
further easing for loan growth to 
register a meaningful pick-up," it 
said.

RBI may cut rates by 40 bps in FY21 as Budget did little for growth: Fitch
The RBI held its benchmark repurchase (repo) and reverse repo during its February 6 monetary

n  We believe that the RBI will resume easing 
as the FY2020/21 (AprilMarch) Union 
Budget will do little to support growth over 
the near term," it said.

n  Fitch Solutions said it believes that the 
onus of supporting the economy has now 
fallen on the RBI.

Bengaluru. Global software major 
Cognizant expanded its operations in 
Karnataka with a development centre at 
Mangaluru.“Our Mangaluru centre is an 
important part of our integrated global 
delivery capability and growth strategy 
underpinned by our ability to tap into the 
best talent wherever it is available,” said 
Cognizant India chairman and managing 
director Ramkumar Ramamoorthy in a 
statement.The new 1,000 sq ft facility 
can accommodate more than 1,100 
employees.The tech major delivers 
consulting, enterprise applications and 
business process services for mortgage 
processing encompassing property 
taxes, research and investigations, 
property data warehousing and others.In 
Mangaluru, Congnizant employs around 
600 people. As many as 28,000 people 
work for the company is Bengaluru and 
700 in Mysuru.

Inflation likely to 
ease towards 4%: 
Kotak MF
New Delhi. Inflation is expected to ease 
off to 7 per cent and gradually trend 
towards the comfort zone and long-term 
Repo Operations announced by the 
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) will push the 
short-term rates down and eventually 
lower the longer-end of the curve too, 
Kotak Mutual Fund said on Friday.“We 
believe we have seen peak of inflation 
in January 2020 with head line CPI at 
7.35 per cent. However, based on current 
prices we expect the same to ease off to 
7 per cent and gradually trend towards 
the comfort zone”, the Fund said.Long-
term Repo Operations announced by 
the RBI will push the short-term rates 
down and eventually lower the longer-
end of the curve too. There will be an 
immediate transmission in the sovereign 
assets, which will lead to a chase in the 
corporate bonds lowering the corporate 
bond yields too.The comfort level of 
inflation is four per cent (+,-) as per the 
RBI mandate.The government admitted 
to a fiscal slippage and pegged the 
Fiscal Deficit at 3.8 per cent for FY20. 
But it stuck to the glide path and the 
next year has been pegged the Fiscal 
deficit at 3.5 per cent. To its credit, the 
government did not increase the market 
borrowing for the current year and next 
year borrowing program was also as 
per market expectations.“We will have 
to see how soon India will be a part of 
Global Bond Index for further direction”, 
it said.The geo-political risk has moved 
from the US-Iran to China with respect to 
Wuhan- coronavirus issue. As of now the 
risk of a global slowdown is increasing, 
i.e, positive for interest rates.Global 
risk-off led to bond yields falling sharply 
in the US Treasuries. The yields of other 
developed economies also continue to 
remain low. This may, sooner than later, 
lead to chase for Indian sovereign assets 
which are still offering high real rates, 
Kotak said.India is probably preparing 
for inclusion in Global EM bond indices. 
The Union Budget has paved the way for 
the same and hopefully this may see the 
light of the day by end of the year. This 
will be a huge positive for long bonds. 
Liquidity is in huge surplus mode but 
market is yet to price this new phase. 
Positive liquidity is a more important 
tool than repo rate cut.“We maintain 
that due to ‘operation twist’ the rate cut 
cycle has been elongated by at least six 
month. We expect at least 25-50 bps 
cut in the policy rates in CY20. Market 
may still be in denial mode which gives 
a window of opportunity for the long 
term investors.“In a nut shell, key driver 
for returns will be corporate spread-
compression or flattening of the yield 
curve. It will start with the AAA/PSU 
followed by the NBFC/HFC like Bajaj/
HDFC, and then, it may percolate to lower 
grade NBFC and other corporate bonds,” 
the report pointed.“We believe that the 
investment opportunity in short duration 
bond funds, banking and PSU funds.

Cognizant expands 
operations at  
Mangaluru

GST compensation fund likely to fall short by Rs 25,000 cr in FY20: Icra
The agency assesses the compensation for the losses related to the goods and services tax (GST)

New Delhi, Agencys.
Pegging the unpaid GST 
compensation to the states at 
Rs 60,000-70,000 crore for 
the October 2019-January 
2020 period, rating agency 
Icra has said the GST 
compensation fund may 
see a shortfall of Rs 15,000-
25,000 crore for 2019-20.
The agency assesses the 
compensation for the losses 
related to the goods and 
services tax (GST), required 
by all the states for the 
period from October 2019 to 
January 2020, at Rs 60,000-
70,000 crore, which the 
Centre would likely disburse 
in the March quarter.
The Centre by law has to 
pay the states at 14 per 
cent annually for the first 
five years of the GST regime 
and the government had 
earlier projected an 18 per 
cent growth in collections 
for this year, while the same 

has been tepid at a little over 
5 per cent till January.In the 
current financial year, the 
Centre released nearly Rs 
1 lakh crore compensation 
to the states till September.
According to Jayanta Roy, 
group head of corporate 
sector rating at Icra, the GST 
compensation required by 
all the states for the October 

2019-January 2020 period is 
at Rs 60,000-70,000 crore, 
which the Centre is likely 
to disburse to them in the 
fourth quarter.
Given the balance of around 
Rs 17,000 crore available 
in the GST compensation 
fund in December 2019, 
and the compensation cess 
of around Rs 28,000 crore 

estimated to be collected 
in the fourth quarter, this 
suggests a shortfall of Rs 
15,000-25,000 crore in 
the compensation fund for 
2019-20.Based on the trends 
in the cess collected and the 
amount of GST compensation 
released to the states 
during 2017-18, 2018-19 
and 2019-20 till December 
2019, Icra estimates the 
balance available in the 
GST compensation fund to 
be around Rs 17,000 crore. 
The Centre has pegged cess 
collection at Rs 98,000 crore 
in the Revised Estimate of 
2019-20, of which Rs 70,500 
crore have already been 
collected till December 2019, 
based on the data released 
by the Controller General 
of Accounts.This suggests 
that the Centre expects a 
further inflow of Rs 27,500 
crore as cesses in the fourth 
quarter ending March.There 

was a steady increase in 
the compensation released 
to the states to Rs 35,300 
crore for the August-
September 2019 period, 
from Rs 17,790 crore for 
April-May 2019 period and 
Rs 27,960 crore for the June-
July 2019 period. However, 
GST collection growth has 
been only 3.4 per cent 
during April-October 2019, 
and 7.7 per cent in the 
November 2019-January 
2020 period.The Budget 
2020 has indicated an 
additional transfer to the 
GST compensation fund, 
the balances due out of the 
collection of the previous 
years, in two instalments. 
Thereafter, transfers to the 
fund would be limited to 
collection by way of GST 
compensation cess.The GST 
Act prescribes the Centre to 
release the compensation on 
a bi-monthly basis.

New Delhi, Agencys.
The government has proposed 
significant amendments to existing 
regulations to enhance independence 
and accountability of auditors.Against 
the backdrop of instances of many 
auditors and auditing entities coming 
under the regulatory lens for alleged 
misdoings, the government has come 
out with a consultation paper on 
proposed legal changes regarding 
audit.
The paper has suggestions for curbing 
five "threats" for the independence 
of auditors. The threats pertain to 
self-interest, self-review, advocacy, 
familiarity and intimidation.A 
significant topic in the paper is about 
economic concentration of ''Big 
Four'' audit firms and the need to 
build capacity of home-grown Indian 
firms that may need to be at par with 

global organisations in terms of audit 
procedures and manpower capacity, 
among other factors.PWC, Deloitte, 
EY and KPMG are generally called 
''Big Four'', which operate in India 
through a network of local chartered 
accountants firms.
The ministry has sought comments 
on whether the number of audits 
under one audit firm or auditor 
needs to be reduced.Inspection of 
audit engagements and developing a 
''Composite Audit Quality Index''to 
improve accountability of auditors 
and audit firms are among other 
proposals."... suggestions are invited 
on what qualitative and quantitative 
parameters should be included in 
such an index, how they should be 
measured, and which all companies 
should be mandated for," as per the 
paper.

New Delhi, Agencys.
In a major development, WhatsApp 
will be able to roll out its digital 
payment platform, WhatsApp 
Pay, across India after securing 
a key regulatory approval on 
Thursday.“The National Payments 
Corporation of India (NPCI) has 
granted WhatsApp permission 
to operate its digital payment 
service in a phased manner,” a 
person aware of the matter who 
did not wish to be named told 
Business Standard on Friday. The 
NPCI’s approval came days after 
the Reserve Bank of India's (RBI’s) 
go-ahead. WhatsApp has assured 
the regulators that it will comply 
with the data localisation norms 
– a key factor behind the delay of 
the WhatsApp’s payment service 

launch.In the first phase, WhatsApp 
will be able to offer payment 
services to 10 million users in India. 
“Pending other compliance points, 
the messaging platform will be able 
to do a full rollout,” the source said.
Once the company is able to do a 
full rollout, it will possibly be one of 
the biggest payments players in the 
country, given that the messaging 
service giant counts India as its 
biggest market with over 400 

million users.Payments through 
WhatsApp were introduced to a 
million users as a part of trial run in 
February 2018. WhatsApp started 
its trial run by partnering with ICICI 
Bank. However, the company was 
awaiting regulatory nod to go live. 
The service is based on the Unified 
Payments Interface (UPI) standard, 
which has been developed by the 
NPCI.The move would put the Menlo 
Park, California-based social media 
giant in direct competition with 
players like Alphabet’s Google Pay, 
Walmart-owned PhonePe, Amazon 
Pay and Alibaba-backed Paytm. 
These companies are already locked 
in a fierce battle to dominate the 
digital payments space in India.Last 
week, parent company Facebook’s 
chief executive.

WhatsApp Pay set for phased roll out 
in India; granted NPCI permission

Govt moots revision in rules to enhance 
audit independence, accountability

Religare to sell stake 
in arm RHICL to 

Kedaara for Rs 200 cr
New Delhi. Religare En-

terprises on Friday said it 
has entered into a pact with 
Kedaara Capital for divest-
ing 6.76 per cent stake in 
its arm Religare Health In-
surance Company (RHICL) 
for Rs 200 crore.“The com-
pany has entered into de-
finitive agreements (share 
subscription and share 
purchase agreement and 
shareholders agreement)…
with Kedaara Capital Fund 
II LLP and Trishikhar Ven-
tures LLP (jointly referred 
as Kedaara ) for sale of 
part of the investment in 
Ltd (RHICL), a subsidiary 
company for a considera-
tion aggregating to Rs 200 
crore,” Religare Enterprises 
Ltd (REL) said in a BSE fil-
ing.It also said that with a 
primary capital infusion of 
Rs 200 crore in RHICL by 
Kedaara pursuant to the 
transaction, the company 
“would have divested part 
of its investment constitut-
ing 6.761 per cent of RHICL.

New Delhi, Agencys.
There are 60 companies among the 
S&P BSE 500 group that can return 
Rs 88,600 crore of surplus cash in 
their balance-sheet to shareholders 
based on conservative estimates, 
which is just about one-third of 
their aggregate on-balance-sheet 
cash on March 31, 2019, reveals 
the latest study by governance firm 
Institutional Investor Advisory 
Services (IiAS). The estimates are 
based on numbers for financial year 
2018-19 (FY19).The 60 companies, 
of which nearly a third are multi-
national companies (MNCs) can 
return a median of 52 per cent of 
their total cash to shareholders. 
There are ten companies that can 
distribute over 75 per cent of their 
March 31, 2019 on-balance-sheet 
cash, the IiAS report says. The 
prominent MNCs includes Hindustan 
Unilever (HUL), ACC, Abbot India, 
Nestle, Pfizer and Glaxosmithkline 
Consumer Healthcare. Of the Rs 
88,600 crore, five companies alone 
can pay out nearly Rs 46,300 crore 
to shareholders, the study suggests. 
Information technology (IT) 
heavyweights Infosys tops this list 
with the capability of paying Rs 15, 

570 crore, followed by Wipro and 
Tata Consultancy Services (TCS). 
The other two include fast moving 
consumer goods (FMCG) major ITC 
Limited and SBI Life Insurance.The 
consolidated profit ater tax (PAT) 
for these 60 companies increased by 
13.4 per cent in FY19 on a year-on-
year (y-o-y) basis, while the PAT for 
the BSE 500 companies in aggregate 
increased by 0.3 per cent, the report 
says. “While the 60 companies have 

outperformed the index (based on 
profitability), almost half of these 
companies reported a decline in 
the FY19 return on equity (ROE), 
compared to the previous year. This 
should compel their boards to review 
capital allocation and return some of 
the excess cash to the shareholders,” 
IiAS arugues.In a similar study 
in 2018, IiAS had compiled a list 
of 92 companies that could have 
paid incremental dividends of Rs 

34,000 crore. After the study, over 
a dozen companies, mainly IT firms 
including TCS and Infosys, returned 
Rs 37,200 crore to shareholders 
through buybacks. The recent budget 
proposals changed the incidence 
of taxation as regards dividends – 
abolishing it for companies and levied 
it on the recipients / shareholders at 
their applicable rate, which can be as 
high as 43 per cent for the ultra-rich. 
However, analysts at Morgan Stanley 
do not believe that the companies 
will be in a rush and resort to 
rewarding the shareholders by way 
of a higher dividend payout.“The 
government cut corporate tax rates 
in September 2019, which was an 
estimated boost to corporate saving 
of Rs 1.45 trillion. About Rs 650 
billion is being collected as DDT in 
FY20. We think most companies will 
not raise dividends proportionate to 
the tax reduction and could save the 
bulk of the tax break. A lot of high-
dividend-paying companies may 
not have the growth in earnings to 
accommodate higher dividends,” 
wrote Ridham Desai, head of India 
research and India equity strategist 
at Morgan Stanley, in a post-Budget 
note with Sheela Rathi.

Bonanza for shareholders! 60 BSE 500 firms can return Rs 88,600 cr: IiAS

FinMin expects at least 80% of tax-
payers to move to new tax regime

New Delhi, Agencys.
The finance ministry expects at least 80 per 
cent of the taxpayers to move to the new 
income tax regime, Revenue Secretary Ajay 
Bhushan Pandey said on Friday.The budget 
2020-21 has introduced more tax slabs and 
offers higher limits provided the taxpayer is 
ready to forego all the existing exemptions 
and deductions including home loan inter-
est, other tax savings investments.
"We feel at least 80 per cent of the people 
will come to the new scheme," Pandey 
said during an interaction with opinion 
makers in the financial capital.He said the government did an analysis of 57.8 
million taxpayers before the budget and found that 69 per cent of them would 
save on tax payouts under the new system, while 11 per cent were found to 
be favouring the old regime.Of the remaining 20 per cent taxpayers, there 
will be people who want to avoid the hassle of paperwork and may wish to 
switch over to the new regime, he said.The government was in a “catch-22” 
situation because it wanted to lower tax outgoes for the people and ensure 
that it eases the process of tax, but did not want to disturb the system due to 
which it made a beginning by giving people options, he said.He noted that 
corporates were also given similar option when the taxes were reduced in 
September, and that 90 per cent of corporates have embraced the exemption-
free approach for lower tax rate now.“A large majority of people will find the 
new regime advantageous,” Pandey said.The government introduced new tax 
slabs with reduced rates for an annual income of up to Rs 15 lakh for those 
foregoing exemptions and deductions under a simplified tax regime. The new 
income tax system is optional and a taxpayer can choose to remain in the 
existing regime with exemptions and deductions.
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 When it comes 
to carrying off 
quirky fashion with 
confidence, no one can 
beat the Bollywood 
fraternity. They are 
ready to try anything—
baggy, cargo, wide and 
over-sized bottoms 
that are otherwise 
regarded as sartorially 
wrong. But Bollywood 
celebrities can nail 
every type of fashion 
style. Relaxed, eased-
out clothing is in trend, 
and Bollywood male 
actors are going for 
all. Although we may 
see the on-trend male 
bottoms as a welcome 
change, many are 
not for everybody 
type. Look at some 
of the on-trend and 
unique bottoms that 
the Bollywood actors 
have pulled off with 
élan. One of the stylish 
actors in Bollywood, 
Shahid Kapoor does 
not shy away from 
experimenting with 
exceptional outfits. He 
rocked in this yellow 
kurta with cropped 
pants designed by 
Abhishek Paatni. 
Cropped pants have 
made their niche in 
Bollywood.
We know Ranveer 
Singh can pull off any 
quirky outfits. He 
donned skirts many 
times on the red carpet 
and other events. In 
this pin-striped black 

kilt designed by Rajesh 
Pratap Singh, he looked 
at ease. One side of the 
skirt has a formal look 
with stripes, the rear 
side is grey and has 
big buttons and a bow. 
What style quotient! 
Raj Kumar Rao is slowly 
getting into Bollywood 
trends. Going by the 
big trend this season, 
he tucked his trousers 
inside the boots for 
a stylish look. You 
can tuck any style of 
denims into your boots. 
Just make sure they 
don’t extend beyond 
your ankle. Shah Rukh 
Khan is one of the 
best-dressed actors in 
Bollywood. He has a 
cool and laid back style 

statement and often 
dons a roguish look. 
He rarely experiments 
with new and modern 
styles. Donning a 
pair of military cargo 
pants teamed with 
a navy blue T-shirt, 
SRK looked uber-
cool. He completed 
his look with a sleek 
pair of sunglasses. We 
love Hrithik Roshan 
in every avatar he 
dons. When he opts 
for a casual look, he 
showcases comfort 
and simplicity with a 
sporting element added 
to his outfits. Here 
he teamed a pair of 
casual white and black 
striped pants with a 
tee and a jacket. Ranbir 

Kapoor oozes style 
in a cool and casual 
avatar. He looks comfy 
in this pair of ripped 
jeans paired with a 
roomy sweatshirt 
and a black cap. You 
can also team a pair 
of ripped jeans with 
plain tees or over-sized 
sweatshirt.Sidharth 
Malhotra knows how 
to charm his fans with 
his dapper look and 
classy style. At a film 
promotional event, he 
sported ripped jeans 
paired with a red tee 
and an open-button red 
printed shirt thrown 
over. Varun Dhawan 
can effectuate anything 
that’s athleisure, comfy 
and fuss-free. He looks 

cool in a white pair 
of shorts with a black 
oversized sweatshirt 
and a pair of sneakers. 
His outfit is ordinary 
but he knows how 
to strike the balance. 
Ayushmann Khurana 
is rocking in pastel 
pink baggy pants, 
paired with a quirky 
tee and snakeskin 
printed bomber jacket 
and white sneakers. 
The outfit has been 
designed by Sahil Aneja. 
Vicky Kaushal has 
opted for a purple and 
red printed silk pyjama, 
which he paired with a 
polka-dotted shirt and 
sneakers. This pyjama 
outfit is a runway trend 
and a new definition.

On-trend and unique bottoms 
pulled off by Bollywood actors
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The makers of Suraj Pe Mangal Bhari are out 
with first look sneak-peek of Manoj Bajpayee 
and Diljit Dosanjh.Suraj Pe Mangal Bhari stars 
Manoj Bajpayee, Diljit Dosanjh and Fatima Sana 
Shaikh. The film is produced by Zee Studios and 
directed by Abhishek Sharma, the movie is a 
family comedy that revolves around the quirks 
of its refreshing yet relatable characters. The 
official handle of Zee Studios dropped the first 
glimpse picture on social media. They captioned 
it, “Jab #SurajPeMangalBhari on platform no 10 
at CST! A @ZeeStudios_ production, directed 
by #AbhishekSharma...@BajpayeeManoj @
diljitdosanjh @fattysanashaikh” The post 
featured Bajpayee himself with Diljit Dosanjh 
standing at the entrance of a train. Actor Manoj 
Bajpayee also shared the first glimpse from the 
film. He captioned it, “Jab #SurajPeMangalBhari 
on platform no 10 at CST! A @ZeeStudios_ 
production, directed by #AbhishekSharma...@
diljitdosanjh @fattysanashaikh"
 The film will be a family comedy set in the 
1990s, when there were no mobile phones 
or social media. While Manoj last featured in 
Amazon Prime Video India's much-successful 
series The Family Man. Punjabi sensation Diljit 
last featured in Good Newwz, which also starred 
Akshay Kumar, Kareena Kapoor Khan, and Kiara 
Advani.As for Fatima Sana Shaikh, she is also 
shooting for Ludo.

Diljit Dosanjh And Manoj 
Bajpayee At CST For 
Suraj Pe Mangal Bhari

Bollywood actor Sunil Shetty who is 
predominantly active in films, says that Jackie 
Shroff and Shahid Kapoor are the best dressers 
in Bollywood. The actor also expressed that 
one should keep himself fit. Fashion should not 
dictate them, they should dictate to fashion.
Talking about his fashion mantra, Sunil said, "My 
fashion mantra is to train high, maintain a small 
waist and a good shoulder size. The clothes will 
definitely look good on you. I keep my fashion 
simple. I love to wear jeans, cargos, t-shirts, 
whether I am travelling or going on dinner. I don't 
opt to wear different clothes at different places. 
My preferences are to always wear comfortable 
clothes, wherever I go. I believe that clothes are 
something that should look good on you and 
should be comfortable.
When asked whose fashion inspires him a lot, on 
this Sunil said, "I don't follow anybody's fashion 
trends, besides me. I believe in easy go clothing. 
But in case, if I have to choose any one in fashion, 
it will be always Jackie Shroff. And about today's 
fashion vogue, it's Shahid Kapoor. Whatever he 
wears looks good on him. He carries himself very 
nicely."On the work front, Sunil Shetty will be seen 
in 'Mumbai Saga'. The movie is an action crime 
film directed by Sanjay Gupta, and produced 
by Bhushan Kumar, Krishan Kumar, Anuradha 
Gupta and Sangeeta Ahir. It features Starring 
ensemble of John Abraham, Emraan Hashmi, 
Kajal Aggarwal, Jackie Shroff, Sunil Shetty, Prateik 
Babbar, Gulshan Grover, Rohit Roy, Samir Soni and 
Amole Gupte. The movie is a gangster drama set 
in the eighties and the nineties. It is scheduled to 
release on 19 June 2020.

Sunil Shetty: Jackie Shroff 
And Shahid Kapoor Best 
Dresser In Bollywood
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Directed - Mohit Suri
Cast - Aditya Roy Kapur, Disha 
Patani, Anil Kapoor, Kunal 
Kemmu, Amruta Khanvilkar, 
Angela Krislinzki, Elli AvrRam, 
Shaad Randhawa.A saga of 
revenge, Malang’s tale is narrated 
through five characters – Advait 
Thaur (Aditya Roy Kapur), Sara 
(Disha Patani), Jezebel (Elli), 
Michael Rodriguez (Kunal) and 
Anjane Agashe (Anil Kapoor).
Sara (Disha Patani), a trippy NRI 
girl looking for excitement in 
the land of her migrant parents; 
Advait Thaur (Aditya Roy Kapur), 
a young man with responsibility 
issues; Michael Rodriguez (Kunal 
Kemmu) a straight-laced police 
officer, Anil Agashe (Anil Kapoor) 
a goon in cop uniform; Jezebel 
(Elli Avram), a Swedish expat who 
turns tricks for living.
The film has a lot of good 

qualities, first and foremost it’s 
a damn good looking and fit 
cast, so shirtless avatars, bikini 
walks and high dose of sensuality, 
ultra hyper dialogue delivery, all 
the masala elements are in the 
right spot.Watch Malang Movie 
Public Review and Rating The 
story and plot, is also engaging 
and for most parts thrilling and 
entertaining, but characters are 
just skin-level, no one has tried 
to dive deep and comes up an 
astounding performance.Dark 
thriller laced with romance and 
drug infused exotic locals, can 
bring out a stellar performance 
and moments, but Mohit Suri, 
as usual fails and this time 
around fails with cast and story, 
perhaps a good budget as well.
The film wants to go with 
complex individuals grappling 
with demons inside them, but 

the narrative does not have the 
psychological bandwidth to 
deal with mental and emotional 
anguish with any degree of depth.
The screenplay of the movie is 
leaking of loop-holes which a 
common man can point out! By 
the time second half started, 
you know the filmmaker has 
run out of stuff and content, so 
let’s just start kicking ass. The 
film could have been an award 
winning AD for Goa Tourism, 
though.Question one should 
ask, can cleavage, six packs and 
badass violence compensate for 
lack of content, depth, style, well 
structured story...First week will 
tell.Right now, its waste of time 
and energy, of course, a total 
waste of good first time pairing 
as well! You could watch it once, 
so the relationship goals it might 
provide!

Ayushmann: I have 
kissed a boy in the past

Bollywood actor Ayushmann Khurrana has opened up about the 
time he kissed a boy in the past.“I have kissed a boy in the past. 
During MTV Roadies, we were playing truth and dare. I got the 
dare (to kiss a boy) and so I did it,” said the actor, who is seen 
playing a gay character in his upcoming film “Shubh Mangal 
Zyada Saavdhan”, and who is seen kissing his costar Jitendra 
Kumar in the ‘Gabru’ song of the film.Ayushmann added: “If I 
can do it for a dare then why can’t I do it for a film? This kind 
of film is happening in India in 2020. I feel a boy can fall in love 
with a boy, or a girl can fall in love with a girl. It doesn’t matter 
because at end of the day. Love should be treated as love.”Did 
his co-star Jitendra Kumar also have the experience of kissing a 
guy in the past? “Before shooting the kissing scene, I asked Jitu 
if he had ever kissed a boy. He told me he had done it in the past. 
He told me that ragging takes place in engineering colleges, and 
he was given a task to kiss four boys. I feel this is ridiculous. I 
feel ragging should be banned and it is not right. It shouldn’t 
happen. It wasn’t banned back then, so Jitu had to do it. So, he 
has done method acting before this film,” said Ayushmann, while 
interacting with students at Bhavan’s College to promote “Shubh 
Mangal Zyada Saavdhan”, along with his co-actor Jitendra Kumar 
in Mumbai.On the release of the gay rom-com “Shubh Mangal 
Zyada Saavdhan”, Ayushmaan said he is glad that India is ready 
is for a film on same-sex relationship.Talking about audience 
response to the film’s trailer and songs, Ayushmann said: “I feel 
glad and I am pretty sure that India is ready for this kind of films 
now. In the comments section (of the trailer), we didn’t receive 
any negative comments, which is great. I feel India has become 
progressive and the youth of this country is really progressive 
and we are really proud of this film. I am thankful to the 
audience for appreciating the trailer and songs of our film.”The 
trailer of the film has received more than 48 million views on 
YouTube and garnered mostly positive reactions.

Malang Movie Review – Stylized 
Failure With An Impressive Ensemble

The Neeraj Kabi and 
Geetanjali Kulkarni-starrer 
“Taj Mahal 1989” gives a 
sneak peek into stories 
about love, friendship 
and heartbreak before 
dating apps and social 
media.Netflix on Friday 
released the trailer for its 
upcoming series “Taj Mahal 
1989”, which showcases 
an amalgamation of love 
stories through different 
ages as the emotion 
matures. Also starring 
Danish Hussain, Sheeba 
Chaddha, Anshul Chauhan, 
and Anud Singh Dhaka, 
the series will release 
on Netflix on February 
14.Neeraj, who essays the 
role of Akhtar Baig, feels 

the series is a “relatable 
series of love, power and 
relationships”.“The slow 
and uncomplicated lives 
of the characters, and 
the premise of the series 
takes you back in time 
to an era when love and 
its manifestations were 
seemingly simpler, but 
a deeper look reveals 
otherwise. It’s the simple 
complexity of the narrative 
that drew me to this 
story and I am excited 
that Netflix is taking this 
small-town love story to a 
global audience, because no 
matter where you are from, 
you will relate to the pain 
of love and heartbreak,” 
he added.Set in Lucknow 

in 1980s, “Taj Mahal 
1989” weaves a tale of 
intersecting love stories, all 
of which fall victim to issues 
like jealousy, monotony, 
politics, and power. The 
trailer teases the plot of 

the show, which traces the 
simple yet complex lives 
of a Lucknow University 
professor couple, their 
students, a long-lost friend, 
his lover, and a schoolgirl 
in love with an older boy.

Geetanjali Kulkarni plays 
the pivotal role of Sarita 
Baig in the series.Talking 
about the show, she said: 
“I’ve been working in films 
and television for decades, 
and being able to now 
work on a Netflix series is 
an opportunity for me to 
further explore my craft as 
an artist. My character in 
the series is honest, layered 
and finding love from her 
husband after marriage. 
‘Taj Mahal 1989’, is not an 
ordinary love story; it’s a 
complex web of emotions, 
and yet there is a sense of 
simplicity and relatability 
which makes this series the 
perfect love story to watch 
on Valentine’s Day.”

Former "Bigg Boss 13" 
contestant and actress 
Madhurima Tuli looks like 
a ray of sunshine in a string 
of photographs she has 
shared.Madhurima looked 
stunning in a multi coloured 
dress paired with tassel 
earrings. She completed 
her look she has her hair 
open and natural make-up.
The actress was one the of 
most talked contestant in 
"Bigg Boss 13".In January, 
Madhurima was asked 
to leave the reality show 
after brutally hitting co-
contestant and former 
boyfriend Vishal Aditya 
Singh in the show.
She had attacked Vishal 
with a frying pan, breaking 

it in the process. She did 
so when Vishal provoked 
her by throwing water on 
her face. After the fight, 
Bigg Boss locked both of 
them inside a jail set-up, 
asking them to wait for 
the decision that will 

be announced over the 
weekend.The two also had 
a fight where Madhurima 
had hit Vishal with a slipper. 
First, Vishal asked for 
maximum punishment for 
Madhurima. They both got 
nominated for two weeks.

Taj Mahal 1989’: Finding love the old school way Bigg Boss 13: Ex-contestant 
Madhurima Tuli wows in new pictures

Aamir Khan 
wished Vidhu 

Vinod Chopra for 
movie 'Shikara'

Bollywood superstar Amir 
Khan when speaks something, 
everybody listens to him very 
carefully. Mr. perfectionist on 
Friday extended good wishes to 
producer-director Vidhu Vinod 
Chopra for his film ‘Shikara’, 
which was released on Friday. 
Aamir Khan took to Twitter and 
shared the warm wishes for 
Vidhu Vinod Chopra including 
the entire team of the film and 
wrote, “Wishing you all the very 
best Vinod! Shikara is a film 
about one of the most tragic 
events in recent history. A story 
that needs to be told.” Aamir 
has worked with Vidhu Vinod 
Chopra on many projects, like 
3 Idiots (2009) and PK (2014).
About the movie, ‘Shikara’ is 
based on the exodus of Kashmiri 
Pandits from Kashmir in 1990.
The film also stars actual 
Kashmiri Pandits and is shot 
with the inhabitants of the 
Jagti refugee camp and other 
such camps. The story looks 
at the theme of love and how 
it remains unextinguished 
even after 30 years of exile. It 
is scheduled to release on 7 
February, 2020.
 Upcoming Project, Aamir will 
be seen in the movie ‘Laal 
Singh Chadhha’. It is a comedy 
drama film directed by Advait 
Chandaan and produced by 
Aamir Khan and Kiran Rao. 
It is loosely adapted from the 
American drama Forrest Gump 
(1994) and traces historical 
things that were present in the 
former. The film stars Aamir 
Khan as the title character, while 
Kareena Kapoor Khan portrays 
his love interest. Mona Singh and 
Vijay Sethupathi play supporting 
roles. It is scheduled to release 
on 25 December 2020.
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