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Mumbai, Agency.  THE PLAN to construct 
affordable homes on salt pan land has received 
a setback with only 150 acres identified as 
having potential for development, according 
to a report submitted by the Mumbai 
Metropolitan Region Development Authority 
(MMRDA) to a high-powered committee 
last month. The previous BJP-Shiv Sena 
government had in 2018 entrusted the 
MMRDA to survey salt pan land for possible 
development. It was then chief minister 
Devendra Fadnavis’ plan to open up salt 
pan land parcels in the city and Mumbai 
Metropolitan Region (MMR) to achieve 
affordable housing targets. According to 
MMRDA records, 5,300 acre of salt pan land are 
currently available in Mumbai and MMR. The 
MMRDA survey, submitted to the committee 
headed by senior IAS official Manu Kumar 
Shrivastav, has found a few suitable pans. 

Only 150-acre salt pan 
plot has potential for 
development, says report

New Delhi, Agency.  The Monetary 
Policy Committee (MPC) of the Reserve 
Bank of India (RBI) kept its repo rate 
under the liquidity adjustment facility 
(LAF) unchanged at 5.15 per cent while 
maintaining an “accommodative stance”. 
This is the second consecutive bi-monthly 
monetary meeting in this fiscal year 
2019-20 in which the repo rate has 
been kept unchanged. Apart from the 
repo rate, the reverse repo rate too was 
kept unchanged at 4.90 per cent and the 
marginal standing facility (MSF) rate 
and the Bank Rate at 5.40 per cent, the 
central bank said in a statement. This 
apart, the central bank forecasts the GDP 
growth for 2020-21 at 6.0 per cent. In 
April-September 2020, the GDP growth 
is forecast in the range of 5.5-6.0 per cent 
while in the October-December quarter, 
the GDP forecast is 6.2 per cent. For 
the current fiscal 2019-20, the central 
bank retained the GDP growth at 5 per 
cent. “The outlook for inflation is highly 
uncertain at this juncture. On the other 
hand, economic activity remains subdued 
and the few indicators that have moved 
up recently are yet to gain traction in a 
more broad-based manner. Given the 
evolving growth-inflation dynamics, the 
MPC felt it appropriate to maintain status 
quo,” the RBI said in its press release. 
Between February and October 2019, the 
central bank had reduced the repo rate by 
135 basis points.

RBI keeps repo rate unchanged 
at 5.15%, sees GDP growth in 
2020-21 at 6%

Hyderabad, Agency.  The Hyderabad 
Police Wednesday denied permission to a 
53-year-old man to stage a protest in his 
neighborhood against the recently amended 
Citizenship Act, and proposed National 
Register of Citizens, in his individual 
capacity. Rashed Hashmi is a resident of 
Aliabad area in the old city of Hyderabad. In 
his application filed before the deputy police 
commissioner on February 3, Hashmi said 
he would like to read the Preamble of the 
Indian Constitution as a mark of his protest 
against CAA and NRC. He chose the time 
between 4 pm and 6 pm on February 6, for 
his protest at Aliabad crossroads. Hashmi’s 
plea to stage a protest in “his individual 
capacity” was rejected on the grounds “that 
the roads near Aliabad crossroads are very 
narrow and the traffic is very high. If the 
persons passing through the place of event 
park their vehicles on the road, it will cause 
inconvenience to the road users.

Hyderabad Police rejects 
plea of 53-year-old man to 
protest against CAA/NRC

Chandigarh, Agency.

THE RURAL Health and Training Centre (RHTC) under the 
Government Medical College and Hospital, 32, will now 
perform deliveries at the center itself, to alleviate burden of 
patients in the labour room and the emergency ward of the 
hospital’s gynaecology department. The RHTC, which is 
located in Palsora village of Chandigarh, currently does not 
perform deliveries at the centre itself, but refers pregnant 
women to the main hospital in sector 32. “Ideally the 
RHTC should offer delivery services to pregnant women, 
but there were some issues and people were wary of how 
equipped the center is to carry out deliveries. Hence these 
patients were referred to 
GMCH. Now, we have trained 
some nurses who can carry 
out normal deliveries 
there easily,” claimed Dr BS 
Chavan, Director Principal 
of GMCH 32. This move 
is expected to relieve the 
burden of deliveries in the labour ward of GMCH, which 
gets an average of 600 patients in a month. A nurse posted 
at the gynaecology department claimed that at least 20 
deliveries occur in the ward everyday, for which about 
three nursing staff are present for assistance. “So it gets 
quite hard to manage all the deliveries here. Furthermore, 
even if the RHTC gets equipped with assisting deliveries, 
most people would still choose to come here, because they 
just have more faith in the facilities provided at GMCH,” 
claimed the nurse. Deliveries with complications, cesarean 
deliveries and deliveries of first time pregnant women will 
still be referred to GMCH as a rule, and will not be carried 
out at the RHTC. Furthermore, the RHTC does not have a 
dedicated obstetrician gynecologist, but will be assisted by 
a specialist from GMCH if the need arises. “For this, we have 
created a roster of duties and gynecologists from GMCH 
will be there to assist the RHTC whenever they ask for it,” 
claimed Dr Chavan. Apart from seven doctors, including 
four MBBS doctors and three MDs in community medicine, 
the RHTC is equipped with five nurses, three of whom have 
been recently trained at GMCH in carrying out deliveries, 
before being posted at the RHTC. “Until January 31, we had 
just about two nurses and were asked to carry out round-
the-clock services at the center. Now even though we have 
three more nurses who have been trained at GMCH. They 
are not obstetricians, and the facilities that are there at 
GMCH are not available at the rural centre,” claimed Dr 
Munish Sharma, in-charge of the RHTC at Pulsora. 

GMCH to start delivery 
services at Rural 
Health Training Centre

Panchkula, Agency.  

IN AN FIR lodged on Tuesday, a woman 
alleged brutality by her husband for 
dowry. A case has been filed under 
sections 406 (criminal breach of trust), 
506 (criminal intimidation) and 498 
A (husband subjecting woman to 
brutality) of the Indian Penal Code (IPC) 
at the Chandimandir Police Station. 

The complainant, who had married 
accused Jaswindra Singh in February 
last year, is a resident of a village of 
Bataur, Panchkula. According to the FIR, 
the accused and his family, was given 
more than 17 pieces of jewellery along 
with a total expenditure of 10 lakhs 
on the wedding. “Everything was good 
for the initial two months after which 
the family started harassing me to get 
more money from home. They would 
beat me up each time I denied getting 
the money. My sisters-in-law would 
hold both my hands and hold my mouth 
while my husband and my father-in-
law hit me.” 

She added, “To save my marriage 
I kept taking their beatings. I even 
asked my parents to fulfill some of their 
demands which they did but my in-

laws kept asking for more.” The victim 
further alleged that she was harassed 
both mentally and physically. “They 
would treat me as a servant, where I 
would be asked to do all household 
chores and they would beat me after 
that. In a planned execution, my 
husband took me to my parents’ place 
in August last year and left me there 
saying they would only take me back 
if I came back with Rs 5 lakh cash or a 
car.” According to the FIR, in October, 
the victim’s husband’s family attacked 
her at her home, demanding money 
and threatened to kill her, after which 
she filed her complaint. As many as six 
have been accused in the FIR including, 
the victim’s husband, mother-in-law, 
father-in-law, two sisters-in-law and 
one brother-in-law. 

‘Kept taking beatings to save my marriage’ 
Man arrested after wife files complaint

New Delhi, Agency. 

Union Information and Technology Minister Ravi 
Shankar Prasad raised concerns over proliferation 
of child pornography on the internet and said that 
social platforms like YouTube is being abused 
for this purpose. Speaking at the India Digital 
Summit 2020 in New Delhi on Thursday, Prasad 
said, “Revenge porn is peeping in India and that 
platforms like YouTube are being abused. I have 
also talked to Sundar Pichai about this issue.” 
Flagging child pornography as a serious issue, he 
said, “The way internet is abused for pornography, 
particularly child pornography, is a serious issue. 

I am a great supporter of freedom but there 
are social obligations.” Prasad said that child 
pornography and revenge porn is a Parliamentary 
concern and a Parliament committee has passed 
recommendations to curb it, but the entire 
country needs to understand this issue. The 
central government, state governments, and the 
state police are working together to stop this 
menace. Talking about misinformation being 
spread on social media, Prasad asked, “How does 
it happen that on the same day, on the same issue, 
near the same geographical area, millions of 
messages are being replicated? “When we talked 
about it to WhatsApp, they restricted the forward 
limit to five users.” Expressing his views on the 

positive and negative aspects of the internet and 
social media, Prasad said that while on one hand 
there is some great enlightening digital material 
out there but at the same time these public 
platforms are being used to propagate violence 
and communal tensions. “India is now emerging 
as big global power and there are forces which 
want to create hurdles. That’s their outlook, but 
you don’t allow your platform to be abused for 
that,” Prasad added.

Child pornography, revenge porn are serious issues 
govt working to curb it : Ravi Shankar Prasad

Nehru was in favour of protecting Pak 
minorities, did he want a Hindu Rashtra?

New Delhi, Agency.   

Taking on the Opposition over the contentious Citizenship 
Amendment Act (CAA) amid the ongoing protests across cities, 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi Thursday accused the Congress 
and the Left of inciting people at protest sites and stressed that 
the Act will not impact any Indian citizen, including Muslims.
Reiterating that the Act is not against the interests of minorities 
in the country, PM Modi, in his reply to a debate on Motion of 
Thanks to the President’s Address in Lok Sabha, said: “For them 
(opposition), they are Muslims. For us, they are all Indians. The 
Act does not affect any Indian.” “I want to clearly state that with 
the CAA coming, there will be no impact on any citizen of India, 
practising any faith. CAA does not affect any Indian, it doesn’t 
harm minority interests,” he added. In a speech that lasted for 
over 90 minutes, PM Modi said India’s first prime minister 
Pandit Jawaharlala Nehru was in favour of protecting minorities 
in Pakistan. “Pandit Nehru himself was in favour of protecting 
minorities in Pakistan, I want to ask Congress, was Pandit Nehru 
communal? Did he want a Hindu Rashtra?” he said. Ironically, PM 
Modi said, much has been said about Citizenship Amendment 
Act (CAA) by those who “love getting photographed with the 
group of people who want ‘Tukde Tukde’ of India.” Referring to 
calls of “save the constitution”, PM Modi reminded the Congress 
of Emergency “There has been talk of ‘save constitution’. I agree, 
Congress should say this 100 times in a day. Maybe they will 
realize their past mistakes. 

Did you forget this slogan during emergency? When state 
Governments were dismissed? When cabinet resolutions were 
torn?” Attacking the Congress, Modi said a person who was 
associated with the 1984 anti-Sikh riots was made as chief 
minister. “Does a party that keeps talking about secularism not 
remember 1984 and the anti-Sikh violence. It was shameful. In 
addition, they did not make efforts to punish the guilty,” he said. 
Modi slams J&K leaders over remarks on abrogation of Article 
370 Modi also trained his guns on former Jammu and Kashmir 
chief minister Mehbooba Mufti and National Conference leaders 
Farooq Abdullah and Omar Abdullah over their remarks on 
the abrogation of Article 370 in Jammu and Kashmir. “Omar 
Abdullah had said removing Article 370 would bring an 
earthquake that will separate Kashmir from India. Farooq 
Abdullah said if Article 370 is removed, there will be no one in 
the Valley to unfurl the Indian flag. Can any person devoted to 
the Indian Constitution ever accept this?”  Modi said. “Those 
who say such words, they do not trust the people of Kashmir. We 

trusted them, and now the region is developing at a fast pace,” he 
added. “There were statements made by former chief ministers 
of Jammu and Kashmir that were unacceptable. These are 
leaders who don’t trust Kashmiri people that is why they used 
such language, but we trusted Kashmiris and abrogated Article 
370,” the Prime Minister said. Modi also referred to the exodus 
of Kashmiri Pandits, saying, “Kashmir’s identity was buried on 
Jan 19, 1990.” “Who made Kashmir only about land grabbing? 
Who made Kashmir’s identity only about bombs and guns? Can 
anyone forget that dark night of January? In reality, Kashmiri 
identity is closely linked with harmony,” he said. Taking a dig at 
Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury and 
attacking the Congress for its politics in the last seven decades, 
the Prime Minister said the party’s politics of last 70 years has 
been such that no Congress leader can be self-sufficient. Modi 
said the Congress did not remember to save the Constitution 
during Emergency and the ‘Save Constitution’ mantra is must 
“for those who dismissed several state governments”. Without 
naming Congress leader Rahul Gandhi, Modi said, “I heard 
an Opposition MP saying- we will beat Modi with sticks in 6 
months. I have also decided I will do more ‘Surya Namaskar’. 
This will make my back even stronger to face abuses. In any 
case, I have been abused so much for the last 2 decades that 
their negativity hardly matters”. Speaking on the economy, Modi 
said the government has kept the fiscal deficit in check, price rise 
is also under check and there is macro-economic stability. The 
agriculture budget, which was earlier Rs 27,000 crore, has now 
been increased by five times to about Rs 1.5 lakh crore, he said, 
adding that the agriculture budget has risen 5 times during the 
tenure of the NDA Government. 

Brazil indigenous protest new government moves on their lands
The Justice Ministry announced in the morning that former missionary Ricardo Lopes Dias is the new coordinator-general of the government unit

 Sao Paulo, Agency.   

Brazil’s far-right government drew protests 
from indigenous groups Wednesday, first by 
naming a former evangelical missionary to 
head a department responsible for protecting 
uncontacted and recently contacted tribes 
and then proposing legislation that would 
allow mining in indigenous lands. The Justice 
Ministry announced in the morning that former 
missionary Ricardo Lopes Dias is the new 
coordinator-general of the government unit, 
which is part of the indigenous affairs agency 
known as Funai. That raised fears among 
activists about a possible threat to tribes’ 
health and culture. In the evening, President 
Jair Bolsonaro sent to Congress a bill that aims 
to regulate mining and energy generation on 
indigenous land. If approved, the legislation 
would open the way for agriculture and tourism, 
too. Brazil’s administration initially did not 
reveal details of the bill. The post announced at 
Funai was the first to cause an uproar.

In recent interviews with Brazilian media, 
Dias said he would not seek to evangelize 
indigenous groups. He told the newspaper O 
Globo before his nomination was made official 

that his actions would be purely technical, 
defended his knowledge of indigenous groups 
and insisted there is prejudice against him 
because of his faith. Activists say that hasn’t 
allayed their concerns, given Dias work in the 
Amazon in 1997-2007 as a member of the 
New Tribes nonprofit group. Currently called 
Ethnos360, the Florida-based group sends 
missionaries from local churches around the 
world, many to indigenous territory. Brazil 
officially counts 28 groups of isolated indigenous 
peoples in the Amazon. Bolsonaro has said 

that indigenous groups should be integrated 
into Brazilian society and that their protected 
lands can pose a threat to development and 
national sovereignty. A former Funai president, 
Marcio Santilli, told The Associated Press 
that the appointment of Dias was a matter of 
global concern. “The risks of contact are of 
contamination by disease, as often happened 
in the past,“ Santilli said. “And in the case of 
evangelism, there is the risk of attacking their 
ethnic identity.” Leaders of the Matses group, 
who live near the Brazilian border with Peru, 
said in an open letter that they oppose Dias’ 
nomination. They said that in the early 2000s, 
he “manipulated part of the Matses population 
to found a new village“ where an evangelical 
church would be built. “Mr. Ricardo never had 
the authorization to enter our village,” the 
leaders said. “Once again he tries to enter our 
territory. We don’t want new abuse.” Funai did 
not respond to a request for comment about 
the letter. Uira Garcia, a Sao Paulo University 
professor and an anthropologist who works 
with isolated indigenous groups in Maranhao 
state, said many missionaries already visit 
indigenous lands as teachers and doctors but 
never before has an evangelical been so high 

up at Funai. He said widespread conversion 
to Christianity might pose a risk to Brazil’s 
environment. “Every indigenous group sees 
a connection between the forest and their 
spiritual world. That’s why the Amazon is 
somewhat preserved. A change in religion could 
mean many things, including a condemnation 
of the preservation of the environment because 
it goes against a theology of prosperity, for 
example,” Garcia said in a phone interview. 
Before the announcement, Brazil’s public 
defender’s office said it had asked Funai to 
detail protection policies for indigenous groups. 
It said it hoped any policy change would not 
“aggravate the vulnerabilities already faced” by 
isolated tribes. As for the legislation on economic 
development in indigenous territories, it was 
far from clear if it could get through Congress. 
Lower House Speaker Rodrigo Maia and Senate 
President Davi Alcolumbre have already said 
they would not put to vote a bill that could affect 
the forest and its peoples. Bolsonaro is far from 
having a majority of supportive lawmakers. 
The president’s chief of staff, Ônyx Lorenzoni, 
compared the authorization to explore 
indigenous lands to a Brazilian law that ended 
slavery in 1888. 

PM Modi on CAA
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Coronavirus ourbreak : ICMR gets nod for 
‘restricted use’ of two anti-HIV drugs

Centre sanctions additional Rs 5,000 crore 
for Mumbai-Ahmedabad bullet train project

New Delhi, Agency. 

The Indian Council of Medical 
Research (ICMR) has obtained 
permission for “restricted use in 
public health emergency” of two 
second-line HIV medications for 
use against the novel coronavirus 
(nCoV). Top Health Ministry officials 
said these medications are to be used 
only in “vulnerable” cases, as they 
are not without side-effects. Senior 
citizens, children, those with existing 
conditions such as diabetes and heart 
disease are among those considered 
vulnerable. 

How India evacuated 654 
individuals from Wuhan due to 
coronavirus outbreak Meanwhile, two 
of three nCoV patients in the country 
have already started showing signs 
of lower viral load with traditional 
treatment, officials said. According 
to sources in the Health Ministry, 
although they continue to test 
positive for the virus, the lowering 
of viral load seems to suggest that 
in healthy young individuals like all 
these three patients  the virus may 

not need aggressive medication. 
A senior official said, “The viral 
load of the first two nCoV patients 
has come down tremendously on 
its own. Although they are still 

positive, they are showing very good 
recovery. This shows that if you are 
young and healthy, the virus can be 
controlled.” On the second-line HIV 
medications, officials said 70 per cent 

of HIV-positive people in India are 
on first-line drugs. The combination 
of Lopinavir and Ritonavir has been 
approved for emergency medical use 
only if the nCoV situation in India 
turns into a public health emergency. 
Guidelines have been framed for 
their use. A ministry official said, 
“The drugs for which ICMR has got 
approval are for restricted use in 
a public health emergency – they 
have not yet been administered to 
anyone.” Meanwhile, Hong Kong-
based public health virologist Prof 
Malik Peiris, who played a key role 
in identifying the SARS virus in 2003, 
told The Indian Express that anti-
viral medication used during SARS 
and MERS-coronavirus outbreaks 
had included anti-HIV medication. 
“The drug works in test tube but it 
is not clear whether it is beneficial 
in patients. (So) randomised clinical 
trials are required,” he said. “Another 
new drug Remdesivir, designed to 
treat Ebola but which has shown 
activity against coronavirus, is being 
tested,” Peiris added.

New Delhi, Agency. 

Union minister Giriraj Singh has joined 
the list of BJP leaders to point guns at anti-
Citizenship Amendment Act protesters 
at Shaheen Bagh in New Delhi. Sharing 
a purported video from the protest on 
his Twitter handle, Singh said the site is 
becoming a breeding ground for “suicide 
bombers”. “This Shaheen Bagh is no longer 
a place for agitation. 

It is being made a breeding ground for 
suicide bombers. Conspiracy against the 
country is being hatched in the national 
capital,” he tweeted. In the video shared by 
him, a few niqab-clad women are seen on a 
stage and could be heard urging the people 
to join the fight against the contentious Act 
on the lines of Imam Hussain’s Karbala 
struggle. The authenticity of the video 
could not be verified. The minister’s tweet 
comes two days before the national capital 
goes to polls. Other BJP leaders such as 
Home Minister Amit Shah, Uttar Pradesh 
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath, BJP national 
secretary Parvesh Verma, and MoS Finance 
Anurag Thakur had led a volatile campaign 
in Delhi, targetting Shaheen Bagh and 

calling the protests politically motivated 
before the Delhi polls. The protesters 
at Shaheen Bagh have been holding the 
agitation against the amended Citizenship 
Act and the proposed nationwide National 
Register of Citizen (NRC) for over 50 days 
now. Delhi goes to polls on February 8. The 
results will be announced on February 11.

New Delhi, Agency. 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will reply on the Motion 
of Thanks to the President’s Address in the Lok Sabha 
today. Both the Houses of the Parliament will further 
discuss the Motion and the Union Budget 2020. The 
Opposition had criticised the government over CAA-NRC 
exercise during the Motion of Thanks in the Rajya Sabha 
on Wednesday. Leader of Congress in Lok Sabha Adhir 

Ranjan Chowdhury said CAA-NRC was a “sinister design” 
but it was foiled by the common people. In Lok Sabha, 
Urban Affairs Minister Hardeep Singh Puri will make a 
statement regarding the status of implementation of the 
recommendations contained in the 25th report of the 
Standing Committee on Urban Development (2018-19) 
on ‘Solid Waste Management including hazardous waste, 
medical waste, and e-waste. On Wednesday, the prime 
minister announced in Lok Sabha that the Union Cabinet 
has cleared the formation of a trust for the construction of 
Ram Temple in Ayodhya. The trust has been named as Shri 
Ram Janambhoomi Teerth Shetra.

Mumbai, Agency. 

EVEN AS the Maharashtra government has 
indicated it may put the Mumbai-Ahmedabad 
bullet train project on the back burner, the 
Union government on Wednesday made an 
extra budgetary resource (EBR) provision 
of Rs 5,000 crore for the project through 
its “Pink Book” released for the financial 
year 2020-21. The EPR will include the 
equity from governments of Maharashtra 
and Gujarat as well as loan reimbursement 
from Japanese International Cooperation 
Agency (JICA), which is financing 80 percent 
of the project. Along with the EBR provision, 
another Rs 5,600 crore has been allocated 
to the National High Speed Rail Corporation 
Limited (NHSRCL)  the special purpose 
vehicle that is executing the project. 

According to NHRCL officials, it has invited 
bids for work on 69 per cent of the corridor, 
which is 348 km of the total alignment of 
508.1 km. Of this, 21 km will be underground. 
Of the 508.1 km, about 155.76 km is in 
Maharashtra while 348.04 km in Gujarat. The 
rest, 4.3 km, is in Union Territory of Dadra 
and Nagar Haveli. “Out of the 1,380 hectare 
land required, we have acquired around 740 
hectare for the project… in Maharashtra, 
about 20 per cent land has been acquired 
and around 300 consent agreements signed,” 
Achal Khare, NHRCL managing director, 
said. Tribal villages in Palghar, where about 

109.06 km has to be acquired, have opposed 
the project. The tender is expected to be 
finalised this year and physical work is likely 
to start by the end of 2020. A statement from 
NHRSCL said, “…Rs 5,600 crore has been 
allocated to NHRSCL for the year 2020-21. 
An amount of Rs 5,000 crore has also been 
allotted as estimated investment through 
Extra Budgetary Resources (through equity 
from state governments of Maharashtra and 
Gujarat and loan reimbursement from JICA 
through Ministry of Finance). Maharashtra 
Chief Minister Uddhav Thackeray had 
on Tuesday called the project a “white 
elephant”. While JICA is funding 80 per cent 
of the Rs 1.08-lakh crore project, Rs 10,000 
crore will be paid by the Union government 
and Rs 5,000 crore each by Gujarat and 
Manaharastra governments.

Bengaluru, Agency. 

As many as ten out of eleven JD(S) and 
Congress turncoat MLAs who won from their 
respective constituencies in Karnataka in the 
December 2019 bye-elections for the BJP 
took oath as ministers in the B S Yediyurappa-
led cabinet on Thursday. In the swearing-in 
ceremony held at Raj Bhavan, Bengaluru, 
Governor Vajubhai Vala administered the oath 
to the new ministers in the presence of top BJP 
leaders, supporters, and families of the new 
ministers.The new ministers in the Karnataka 
cabinet in the order of their appearance today 
are S T Somasekhar (Yeshwantpur), Ramesh 
Jarkiholi (Gokak), Anand Singh (Vijayanagar), 
K Sudhakar (Chikkaballapur), Byrathi 
Basavaraj (KR Puram), Shivaram Hebbar 
(Yellapur), B C Patil (Hirekerur), K Gopalaiah 
(Mahalakshmi Layout), K C Narayan Gowda 
(KR Pet), and Shrimanth Patil (Kagwad). The 
announcement came after days of lobbying by 
several MLAs in the state eyeing ministerial 
berths. “After a discussion, the party 

leadership in New Delhi has said only 10 
ministers should be inducted for now. I have 
been asked to travel to the national capital 
at a later point to meet the leaders to decide 
on the rest,” Yediyurappa said last night in 

Bengaluru. With this, the 
Karnataka cabinet will have 
28 ministers, including the 
chief minister. The cabinet 
has a sanctioned strength 
of 34; six berths remain 
vacant. Mahesh Kumathalli, 
former Congress MLA 
who won the bypolls from 
Athani, and Umesh Katti, a 
BJP leader who won from 
Hukkeri MLA, have not 
been chosen for the cabinet 
expansion. When asked, 
Yediyurappa said it was 
difficult to accommodate 
Kumathalli in the Cabinet 
but promised to give him 
“another big responsibility”. 
The CM maintained that 

Katti, a frontrunner among other BJP leaders 
for a berth, “will definitely be made a minister 
later.” Yediyurappa had earlier promised to 
induct 13 ministers.

Karnataka: 10 JD(S), Congress turncoat MLAs take 
oath as ministers in Yediyurappa-led BJP cabinet

Srinagar, Agency. 

Two militants and a CRPF man were killed 
after a shootout on the outskirts of Srinagar 
on Wednesday morning. While security 
officials said that another “terrorist” was 
injured in the shootout, the family member 
of the injured said he was a “civilian”. On 
Wednesday morning, a special checkpoint 
was set up by J&K Police and CRPF at 
Lawaypora area on Srinagar-Baramulla 
highway following intelligence inputs, said 
officials. Addressing a press conference 
in Srinagar, J&K DGP Dilbag Singh said the 
militants fired at the deployment which 
was retaliated. “Terrorists fired on a special 
checkpoint of CPRF and police on the city 
outskirts, on Srinagar- Baramulla road. 
They were on a two-wheeler, and in the 
retaliation, two terrorists were killed and 
one got injured. 

He is currently undergoing treatment,” 
Singh said. CRPF Special DG (J&K Zone) 
Zulfiqar Hasan, who was also at the 
conference, said the forces had stopped the 
two-wheeler as three people were on it and 
none were wearing helmets. “The last pillion 
rider got down and immediately from his 
pheran he took out his pistol and attacked 
and started firing. One of the CRPF men was 
hit on the head; however, despite this, he fired 
back,” Hasan said. The slain CRPF man has 
been identified as Constable Ramesh Rajan 
of the CRPF’s 73 battalion. “They (security 
party) retaliated resulting in the death of 
two militants on spot. The third militant was 
also shot. He is alive and under arrest and 

has been shifted to the hospital,” Hasan said, 
adding that significant recoveries were made 
from the three militants. Kashmir IGP Vijay 
Kumar identified the two slain militants 
as Zia ur Rehman from Budgam who was 
with affiliated with LeT, and Khateeb who 
was affiliated with Hizbul Mujahideen. “The 
third militant, Ayaz Umar, is affiliated with 
ISJK,” he said. At SMHS hospital in Srinagar 
where Umar is admitted, his family members 
told the media he was “a civilian” and not a 
“terrorist”, as claimed by the police. “The 
claim made by the Police saying that he is 
a militant is not true at all,” Umar’s cousin 
Asif Ahmad told The Indian Express outside 
the hospital. “He is a shopkeeper.” His family 
members said Umar runs a small shop and 
lives close to the shoot-out site. “The shop 
at Lawaypora, was run by his father. Since 
he is unwell today, I helped him to setup the 
shop. After I helped him at the shop, I went 
inside to check on the cow, I heard some gun 
shots… I saw Umar ducking and making his 
way towards the house. He told me ‘I am hit 
by a bullet’. Me, my son, and a neighbour 
took him to the hospital after stopping a 
car. As soon we reached Shalteng, we were 
stopped by security forces. We pleaded 
with them and were allowed to go after 
some time. A security vehicle escorted us 
to JVC hospital,” said Umar’s aunt Hameeda 
Begum. From JVC hospital, he was shifted to 
SMHS, where his condition is critical. Asked 
about the family’s claim, Hasan said, “Three 
people were on the two wheeler. About what 
family is saying, I will get it checked.”

New Delhi, Agency. 

Ahmed Nabi, a cancer patient held for 
violence during anti-CAA protests on 
charges of attempt to murder, dacoity, 
damaging public and private property, 
rioting and criminal intimidation, has 
been granted bail by the Allahabad 
High Court. A bail application was 
filed on Wednesday in the Firozabad 
district court over another FIR against 
him under the Arms Act. Firozabad 
Additional District Judge Keshav Goel 
had earlier rejected the bail applications 
of all the 13 persons arrested for 
violence during anti-CAA protests 
on December 20 last year on charges 
of attempt to murder, destruction of 
public and private property, among 
others. Ahmed was among the 13 and 
is receiving treatment under judicial 
custody in the SN Medical College, 
Agra. The others have approached the 
Allahabad High Court for bail. Ahmed 
is the first arrested accused among the 
13 to get bail. The order dated January 
29 reached Ahmed on Tuesday. Eight of 
the 13 accused also face charges under 
the Arms Act for which separate FIRs 
have been registered against each of 
them. Other accused facing charges 
under the Arms Act are yet to file bail 
applications as they are trying to secure 
bail in the attempt to murder case. 
Ahmed’s advocate Mohammed Nageen 
said, “We have filed bail application in 
Arms Act (case)… It may be heard in 
the next two-three days.”

Jammu and Kashmir: Two militants, one CRPF 
man killed in encounter outside Srinagar

Firozabad protest 
Allahabad HC grants bail to 
cancer patient in 1 case

PM Modi to reply on Motion 
of Thanks to President’s 

Address in Lok Sabha

Shaheen Bagh becoming breeding ground for 
suicide bombers: Union minister Giriraj Singh

New Delhi, Agency. 

A nine-judge Constitution 
bench of the Supreme Court 
constituted to hear the 
Sabarimala reference will on 
Thursday consider arguments 
on the question whether a 
reference can be made from 
a pending review petition. 
A notice said the bench 
will consider the question 
“whether this court can refer 
questions of law to a larger 
bench in a review petition”. A five-judge 
Constitution bench headed by the then 
CJI Ranjan Gogoi had on September 19, 
2019 decided to keep the review petitions 
challenging its September 28, 2018 judgment 
lifting age restrictions on the entry of women 
to the temple pending till a larger bench took 
a call on certain questions arising from it. 
The court noted that petitions seeking entry 
of women to Mosques, challenging Female 
Genital Mutilation among Dawaoodi Bohras 
and certain practises in the Parsi community 
were pending before it and the questions in 
the Sabarimala matter may impact these too. 

On February 3 when the 9-judge bench met 
to consider what issues should be taken up, 
Senior Advocate F S Nariman had questioned 
the reference saying the court could not have 
done such a thing as the scope of a review 
petition is very limited. 

The bench then asked Nariman if he was 
trying to say that while deciding on a review 
in a matter, court cannot refer questions 
to a larger bench with questions that have 
already risen in another case. “Yes, that’s 
outside the scope of review,” said Nariman. 
Other counsel appearing in the matter urged 
the court to hear this objection first.

Nine-judge SC bench to decide if larger 
bench can hear questions of law
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Disquiet in Shaheen Bagh over 
woman posing as protester
Vijay Kumar, New Delhi

Shaheen Bagh witnessed commotion 
Wednesday morning after a burqa-
clad woman, later identified as Gunja 
Kapoor, was caught allegedly recording 
protesters using a hidden camera. 
Kapoor runs a YouTube channel called 
“Right Narrative” with under 6,000 
subscribers, and her Twitter bio 
reads “analyst, amateur writer”. The 
pinned tweet on Kapoor’s account is 
a screenshot of PM Narendra Modi’s 
account following hers, with the 
caption: “I couldn’t have asked for 
a happier New Year gift! Thanks a 
ton PM @narendramodi ji for this 
acknowledgment. We are your foot 
soldiers in building India as the 
Vishwa Guru.” In videos doing the 
rounds on social media, protesters 
can be seen questioning Kapoor about 
her intentions, and she can be heard 
identifying herself as ‘Barkha’.

Upasna Sharma, a social worker 
who was at the protest, alleged, “She 
was sitting among the women in a 
burqa and attracted suspicion when 
she started asking a group why they 
were protesting. People noticed she 
was repeatedly fiddling with her 
collar, where we later found a hidden 
camera.” On Tuesday, she had posted 

a video on her channel criticising the 
protester whose four-month-old baby 
died, allegedly due to exposure to the 
cold at the protests. On February 3, 
she posted a two-minute video titled 
‘Himmat kaise hui Kejriwal?’ over his 
alleged “derogatory remarks against 
Purvanchalis”. On January 29, she 
posted a video of an interview with 
JNU V-C Jagadesh Kumar, where she 
asked him why news of “anti-national 
sloganeering” and “students protesting 
on the streets” come only from JNU. 
Saqib, a volunteer at Shaheen Bagh, 

said: “We asked her to show her 
Aadhaar card, which showed she is 
not Muslim. We have no problem with 
people coming here, but why did she 
feel the need to pretend to be Muslim 
and change her identity?” DCP (South 
East) R P Meena said: “Local police 
took her out and she was released soon 
after.” Later, Kapoor tweeted: “I am safe 
& sound. Thank you everyone for your 
prayers and support. I am overwhelmed 
by it. Special thank you & gratitude to @
DelhiPolice” She could not be contacted 
for a comment.

New Delhi Correspondent. 

The Congress in Karnataka on Wednesday 
took up the issue of the arrest of the mother 
of a class V student and the headmistress 
of a school in Bidar on charges of sedition 
over a play depicting anti-CAA protests  
by approaching Karnataka DGP Praveen 
Sood with a demand to withdraw the case. 
They also demanded the Chief Minister’s 
intervention in the matter. 

A Congress delegation led by the 
state party chief Dinesh Gundu Rao and 
senior legislators Ramesh Kumar and U T 
Khader presented the plea to the DGP and 
called on Chief Minister B S Yediyurappa 
to intervene in the matter to facilitate 
the release of the two arrested women  
Najibunnissa, the widowed mother of the 
class V student, and Fareeda Begum, the 
headmistress of Shaheen Primary School 
where the play was staged on January 21. 
“By no stretch of imagination can such an 
innocent act of protest be perceived as 
sedition or treason. We suspect the police 
have succumbed to pressure from vested 

interests and some local political leaders. 
The state government should direct the 
police to withdraw the case and release 
the arrested women,” the delegation said 
in its letter to Sood. The visit came after 
another delegation went to Bidar to meet 
the arrested women and school officials 
on Tuesday. “There has been widespread 
misuse of the law against sedition, 
affecting the lives of the vulnerable. The 
government cannot be equated with the 
nation. The nation is a bigger entity than 
the government,” the delegation said while 
stating that the IPC section on sedition can 
be misinterpreted. 

New Delhi Correspondent. 

Citing lack of material evidence, the Delhi High Court on 
Wednesday granted bail to a 21-year-old man arrested on 
December 16 last year in connection with the protest against 
the Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) at Jamia Millia Islamia. 
Danish Jaffar, the accused, was granted bail by Justice Vibhu 
Bakhru, who observed, “Whilst the right to protest and 
express cannot be interdicted, violence in any form cannot 
be countenanced. However, in the present case, there does 

not appear to be much material evidencing the involvement 
of the petitioner in indulging in any violent act.” Jaffar was 
arrested with nine others on December 16, following the 
outbreak of violence at Jamia Millia Islamia during the anti-
CAA protests. This is the first case of bail being granted to an 
accused in the incident. The lower courts have, meanwhile, 
granted bail to all others arrested during the protests in 
Darya Ganj and Seemapuri. Jaffar was represented by his 
counsel, Trideep Pais, Surabhi Dhar and N Khaitan. The 
court granted Jaffar bail on his furnishing a personal bond 
of Rs 5,000 and surety of an equivalent amount. The court 
has directed him to mark his presence at Jamia Nagar police 
station every Monday.

Jamia protester granted bail 
for lack of evidence

Chanchal Singh, New Delhi

“If you have the will and the mindset, 
things can change,” the Supreme Court said 
on Wednesday on challenges to granting 
commanding roles to women in the Army. 
Arguing a matter on granting permanent 
commission to women in the Army before a 
bench of Justices D Y Chandrachud and Ajay 
Rastogi on Tuesday, the Centre’s counsel 
had sought to highlight the difficulties in 
giving “Command Appointments” for women. 
One of the reasons cited was that given the 
current composition of the troops and their 
background, they are “not yet mentally 
schooled to accept WOs (Woman Officers) in 
command of units”. 

Solicitor General Tushar Mehta tried to 
clarify things on Wednesday and said the 
Centre was not in any way trying to advance 
the argument that male officers cannot take 
orders from women counterparts. Taking 
note, the bench wound up the hearing and 
reserved its order on the Centre’s appeal 

against the March 2010 order of Delhi High 
Court, directing the government to give 
permanent commission to women Army 
officers on Short Service Commission (SSC). 
Appearing for women officers, advocate 
Meenakshi Lekhi pointed out that there was 

no question of lack of political will, 
as PM Narendra Modi has spoken 
in favour of granting permanent 
commission. She said it was 
mostly a lack of administrative 
will that was responsible for the 
situation. Justice Chandrachud 
remarked, “I did not say political 
will. I said will  administrative 
will (is) also required.” Senior 
advocate Aishwarya Bhati, also 
representing women officers, said 
the policy granting permanent 
commission only prospectively 
is arbitrary and discriminatory. 
The Centre had in February 
2019 drawn up a policy to grant 

permanent commission to women officers on 
SSC, but this was to apply only prospectively. 
Women officers contended that this should be 
applied retrospectively too, following which 
the court asked the government whether it 
wished to alter its stand.

New Delhi Correspondent. 

The Supreme Court has agreed to hear on Friday the 
Centre’s appeal challenging the Delhi High Court’s 
verdict dismissing its plea against stay on the 
execution of the four death row convicts in 
the Nirbhaya gang rape and murder case. 
Additional Solicitor General K M Natraj, 
appearing for the Centre, on Thursday 
mentioned the matter for urgent 
listing before a bench comprising 
Justices N V Ramana, Sanjiv Khanna 
and Krishna Murari. 

Natraj told the court that jail authorities 
are unable to execute the convicts in the case 
despite the fact that their review petitions have been 
dismissed and curative petitions and mercy pleas 
of three of them have been rejected. The Delhi High 
Court Wednesday held that all the four convicts are to 
be executed together and not separately while setting 
a week’s deadline for them to avail the remaining 
remedies. If the convicts choose not to make any type 
of petition in seven days from now, the institutions/ 

authorities concerned will deal with the matter, as 
per the law, without further delay, it said. Hours after 
the high court’s verdict, the Centre filed an appeal 
against it in the apex court. The high court said all the 

four convicts in the Nirbhaya case have to be 
executed together, not separately, and 

faulted the authorities concerned for 
not taking steps for issuance of death 
warrants after rejection of appeals 
of the convicts by the Supreme 
Court in 2017. The trial court had on 

January 31 stayed “till further orders” 
execution of the four convicts in the case 

Mukesh Kumar Singh (32), Pawan Gupta 
(25), Vinay Kumar Sharma (26) and Akshay 

Kumar (31), who are lodged in Tihar Jail. A lawyer 
associated with the matter had said the grounds taken 
for challenge in the top court are almost the same as 
taken in the high court while filing the appeal against 
the trial court order. He had said the Centre has stated 
in the petition in the apex court that the convicts can 
be hanged separately as Mukesh has exhausted all his 
remedies, including the mercy plea.

Supreme Court on command role for 
women in Army: Will, mindset needed

SC to hear tomorrow Centre’s appeal 
challenging HC verdict on hanging of convicts

Shaheen Bagh shooter’s father 
insists : Have no political links

Mukesh Kumar Thakur, New Delhi. 

A day after Delhi Police said a man, who 
fired two shots in the air at Shaheen 
Bagh last week, had joined the Aam 
Aadmi Party last year, the accused’s 
father maintained that the family has no 
political affiliations, and insisted that his 
son was the Prime Minister’s “sewak”. 
Kapil Baisala was arrested from Shaheen 
Bagh after firing two shots. 

On Tuesday, police released photos 
of Kapil and his father Gaje Singh 
joining AAP last year, starting a fresh 
political row days ahead of voting. On 
Wednesday, Gaje Singh claimed the 
photos showed a mere “welcome” 
accorded to party leaders Atishi and 
Sanjay Singh when they visited the area 
for canvassing during the 2019 Lok 
Sabha polls. “My son works in the dairy 
with me. Any person can verify that 
I never shared the stage with an AAP 
leader. Any association is false. There 
is no denying my son supported Modi 
and was a sewak… the road blockade 
and traffic snarls (at Shaheen Bagh) 

bothered him. But I don’t know what 
drove him to this step. I came to know 

about the incident through the media 
later,” Singh told reporters. Locals at 

Kapil’s Dallupura village, however, said 
Singh was an AAP member for a brief 
period, and Kapil had joined alongside 
him. The Indian Express tracked people 
in the photographs released by police. 
In one of them, Kapil’s relative Fateh 
Singh is standing with a bouquet next 
to Yogesh Dedha, an AAP Gujjar leader 
who unsuccessfully contested municipal 
polls in the past, as Singh and Kapil wear 
AAP caps. “This photo was clicked in 
Dallupura; all of us had gone there to be 
a part of canvassing but not in an official 
capacity. Gaje Singh is a respected person 
and he was there because of that,” said 
Fateh Singh. Dedha added that it was a 
“one-time thing” during canvassing and 
that there was no interaction post that. 
Sources said Singh approached local AAP 
leaders in the run-up to the 2019 Lok 
Sabha polls and expressed his wish to 
contest from Jangpura, which the party 
was not willing to give. But since that 
did not materialise, Singh soon went his 
own way. Kapil, too, had accompanied 
his father once or twice during meetings 
with AAP, a source said.

Congress leaders call for CM’s 
intervention for release of women

New Delhi Correspondent. 

The BJP-ruled Haryana government has given 
Election Commissioner (EC) Ashok Lavasa 
and his family members a clean chit in a case 
of alleged stamp duty evasion referred to it by 
the Income Tax (IT) Department. On December 
27, The Indian Express had first reported the 
IT Department’s inquiry into the transfer of 
an apartment in Gurugram from Novel Lavasa, 
wife of Ashok Lavasa, to his sister Shakuntala 
Lavasa for alleged evasion of stamp duty. 
The Department had flagged “discrepancies” 
between the income tax returns of Novel 
Lavasa for the financial year 2017-18 and 
registered transfer deeds of the property to 
Haryana’s Additional Chief Secretary and 
Financial Commissioner in November last year. 
While Novel Lavasa’s returns, according to the 
IT Department, show that she sold the first 
floor of the four-storied building in Gurugram 
to Shakuntala Lavasa for Rs 1.73 crore, the 
registered transfer deeds reflect that she gifted 
the property to her husband on December 
27, 2018 and Ashok Lavasa, in turn, gifted 
the same property to his sister, Shakuntala Lavasa, in 
January 2019. Since gift of immovable property between 
spouses and between blood relatives (parents, children, 
grandchildren and siblings) does not attract stamp duty 
in Haryana, no stamp duty was paid on the above transfer, 
the IT Department had informed Haryana government 
and sought a probe. However, Haryana’s Financial 
Commissioner of Revenue and the Deputy Commissioner 
of Gurugram replied last month stating that Rs 10.42 lakh 
had been paid as stamp duty through a supplementary 
deed on September 16, 2019. The supplementary deed, 
a copy of which has been seen by The Indian Express, 
states that Novel Lavasa sold the Gurugram property to 
Shakuntala Lavasa for Rs 1.73 crore and the same was 
not shown in the transfer deeds dated 27.12.2018 and 
21.1.2019. To rectify this “error and omission” and to 
“avoid all disputes about the ownership” of the property, 
stamp duty of Rs 10,42,200 was paid on September 16, 
2019, the supplementary deed further states. “After 
payment of Rs 10,42,200 as duty…there is no evasion of 
stamp duty,” says the letter sent by the office of Revenue 
Commissioner of Haryana to the IT Department in 
December. The IT Department, in response to the clean 
chit, has asked the state government to clarify whether 
such “corrections and rectification” are allowed under 
the law. The Haryana government has also been asked to 
provide a copy of the supporting documents submitted 
by the Lavasa family for the said rectification. 

The Lavasa family, including Ashok Lavasa, have 
denied evasion of stamp duty. Questioning the timing of 
the inquiry, Shakuntala Lavasa had said that “baseless 
allegations” are being levelled against her family only 
after her “brother’s dissent”. As one of the three ECs, 
Ashok Lavasa, on five occasions, opposed the clean chit 
given to Prime Minister Narendra Modi and former 
BJP president Amit Shah on charges of violating the 
Model Code of Conduct during the Lok Sabha elections. 
Meanwhile, responding to The Indian Express news 

report Wednesday on I-T report alleging cash payments 
and tax evasion by members of Lavasa’s family, Novel 
Lavasa said the I-T Department’s investigation was 
“tainted by vicious illegality”. Among the allegations 
in the IT report on the Lavasa family are cash deposits 
amounting to Rs 4.93 lakh after demonetisation; Rs 
46.65 lakh paid in cash for construction of a building 
in Gurugram; a payment of Rs 9.57 lakh to the builder 
routed through the bank account of domestic help. “This 
does not seem to be a report but a compendium of lies 
and is replete with malafide imputations intended to 
hurt our reputation and is not meant for the purpose of 
collection of any tax,” Novel Lavasa wrote in an email. “I 
and my family members strongly deny each and every 
allegation…The investigation that has been carried out 
over the last several months is a glaring instance of 
arbitrary roving inquiry amounting to ‘tax terrorism’ 
where the tax department is engaged in a vicious effort 
to destroy reputations of people. “Instances of issuing 
notices without DIN in blatant violation of procedure 
notified by the Department of Revenue, were brought to 
the notice of all concerned. I didn’t receive any response 
to these complaints despite the new arrangement being 
publicised at all levels of the Ministry of Finance,” she 
further wrote. Novel Lavasa also said, “The fact that 
the entire investigation process is driven by collateral 
and malafide design is evident from the fact that the 
investigative officers have focused on non-tax matters 
like the manner in which I was appointed independent 
director in reputable companies and whether stamp 
duty was paid on a property transaction, which was 
eventually established beyond doubt by the relevant state 
authorities.” Her son Abir Lavasa said in an email: “The 
so-called conclusions are premeditated and malicious 
and motivated with a view to tarnishing our image and 
harm the future of the members of the family. All my ITRs 
have been filed in accordance with law and I have paid all 
taxes as due and as advised by my tax consultant.”

Haryana govt clears Ashok Lavasa’s 
family in stamp duty case
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There will be no safe anchor until ‘We, the People’ are able 
to decisively overturn current parliamentary majority

SUGATA BOSE

Homage has been paid to the chairman of 
the drafting committee of our Constitution 
by our political class in a plenitude of 
platitudes without applying the creative 
and critical faculties that were Bhimrao 
Ramji Ambedkar’s hallmark. India was 
extremely fortunate that as stringent a critic 
of mainstream nationalism as Ambedkar 
placed his intellectual prowess at the service 
of the nation for five crucial years from 
December 9, 1946 to October 12, 1951. 
As the minorities face the cold winds of 
exclusion from the powers that be in today’s 
India, it is pertinent to recall what Ambedkar 
said on the question of minority protection 
while introducing the draft constitution on 
November 4, 1948. He said: “Minorities in 
India have agreed to place their existence in 
the hands of the majority… They have loyally 
accepted the rule of the majority which is 
basically a communal majority and not a 
political majority. It is for the majority to 
realise its duty not to discriminate against 
minorities.”If Ambedkar had profound 
insights into universal adult franchise, 
freedom of conscience, minority protection, 
adequate representation for Scheduled 
Castes and Tribes, and constitutional 
morality, he and the Constituent Assembly 
(CA) collectively fell short on the question 
of emergency provisions and federalism. 
The Constitution was framed under the 
dark shadow of the dislocations wrought by 
Partition. Ambedkar candidly acknowledged 
that the Indian Constitution, unlike the 
American one, was not cast in the pure 
federal mould. The Constitution of India, 
he claimed, “can be both unitary as well as 
federal according to the requirements of 
time and circumstances… Once the President 
issues a proclamation which he is authorised 
to do under the Provisions of Article 275, the 
whole scene can become transformed and 
the State becomes a unitary state”. 

We now know from subsequent history 
how this lacuna in the form of emergency 
provisions can allow authoritarianism 
to get the better of both federalism and 
democracy. “Though imbibing the principles 
of democratic Constitutions,” Asok Chanda 
wrote in his 1965 book, Federalism in India, 
“the Indian Constitution is not altogether free 
from authoritarian trends which it inherited 
in accepting the basis of the 1935 Act”. It is 
this colonial inheritance that has created 
a tension between the spirit and parts of 
the letter of the Constitution. The uplifting 
quality of the Preamble being recited all 
over the country today is undermined by the 
menacing potential of certain clauses left as 
the legacy of colonial authoritarianism. Did 
no one in the CA foresee the dangers posed 
to federalism and democracy by the states 
of exception written into the Constitution? 
A few did. But their far-sighted amendments 
were typically voted down or “negatived”, to 
use the parliamentary jargon. Hari Vishnu 
Kamath, a close associate of Subhas Chandra 
Bose during the freedom struggle, rang the 
alarm bells during the debate on Article 275 
on August 2, 1949: “I have ransacked most 
of the constitutions of democratic countries 
of the world  monarchic or republican  
and I find no parallel to this chapter on 
emergency provisions in any of the other 
constitutions of democratic countries in the 

world. The closest approximation, to my 
mind, is reached in the Weimar Constitution 
of the Third Reich which was destroyed by 
Hitler taking advantage of the very same 
provisions contained in that constitution. 
But those emergency provisions pale into 
insignificance when compared with the 
emergency provisions in this chapter of 
our Constitution.”The president of the CA, 
Rajendra Prasad, terminated the debate with 
a show of some impatience. The CA passed 
the motion empowering the President to 
proclaim an Emergency if the security of 
India was threatened “whether by war or 
external aggression or internal disturbance” 
or if he was satisfied there was “imminent 
danger thereof”. The next day Kamath 
rose to the defence of federalism during 
the debate on Article 277-A that would let 
the Union government intervene in the 
internal affairs of states in case of “internal 
disturbance”. He brought an amendment 
to replace that phrase with “internal 
insurrection or chaos”. Kamath received 
some support from K T Shah, Shibban 
Lal Saxena, Hirday Nath Kunzru, Renuka 
Ray and Biswanath Das in taking a stand 
against the emergency provisions and over-
centralising tendencies. They were outvoted 
and Kamath’s plea to lay “the foundation 
of a real democracy” sounded like a voice 
in the wilderness. “I do not altogether 
deny,” Ambedkar conceded, “that there is a 
possibility of these articles being abused or 
employed for political purposes… the proper 
thing we ought to expect is that such articles 
will never be called into operation and that 
they would remain a dead letter.” That was a 
pious hope waiting to be belied. In a critique 
in January 1950 in the Indian Law Review, 
Sarat Chandra Bose pointed out that Article 
21 of the Constitution “does not secure due 
process of law; it secures procedural process 
only”. This lacuna enabled the suspension 
of the fundamental right to life and liberty 
during the Emergency imposed in 1975 and 
played a key role in the Supreme Court’s 
ruling on habeas corpus. The Supreme 
Court in a 4 to 1 decision with Justice H R 
Khanna dissenting upheld the government’s 
position on the inadmissibility of habeas 
corpus petitions. When the article enabling 
the suspension of habeas corpus during 
an emergency was adopted by the CA on 
August 20, 1949, Kamath had called it “a 
day of sorrow and shame”, adding “May 
God help the Indian people.” Some of the 
more egregious legal amendments of the 
Emergency era were reversed by the 42nd 
amendment of the Constitution. Yet, most 
of the colonial inheritance of the states 
of exception remain on the statute books, 

including the law on sedition enshrined 
as Section 124A of the 19th century 
Indian Penal Code. It is deployed today to 
brand as “anti-national” those expressing 
disaffection towards a government that has 
done incalculable harm to the very idea 
of India. As secularism and socialism lost 
legitimacy as justificatory ideologies of a 
centralised post-colonial state, an implicit 
and then explicit resort was made to Hindu 
religious majoritarianism to shore up central 
state authority against myriad regional 
and subaltern challenges. The relentless 
onslaught on democratic institutions, 
including the media and the judiciary, in 
recent years has led opposition leaders 
and political commentators to talk darkly 
about an undeclared emergency in today’s 
India. The dominance of a democratically 
elected authoritarian leader along with 
the organisational muscle provided by 
the forces of Hindutva poses a far graver 
challenge to the world’s largest democracy 
than the one that was overcome in 1977. 
The Constitution empowers Parliament 
to supplement constitutional provisions 
by passing legislation. This power was 
invoked at the time of enacting the original 
Citizenship Act of 1956. The US Constitution, 
unlike India’s, categorically provides for 
the indestructibility of states and, as co-
equals with the Union, any adjustments 
require the consent of the legislatures of 
affected states. The downgrading of the 
status of a state to that of a union territory 
by misusing a parliamentary majority, as 
was done on August 5, 2019, is repugnant 
to the principles of genuine federalism. The 
purpose of this brief lesson in constitutional 
history is to tell the brave young men and 
women demonstrating in the streets the 
importance of resorting to both reason 
and emotion in upholding the spirit of 
the Constitution against the cunning use 
of certain constitutional provisions by a 
majoritarianism rampant to transform 
a democracy into a dictatorship and a 
federation into a unitary state. We must 
be prepared for years of satyagraha and 
as many states as possible must resist the 
machinations of an overweening Centre. 
There will be no safe anchor until “We, the 
People” are able to decisively overturn 
the current parliamentary majority. We 
must then use the constitutional legacy of 
Parliament as a living organism with wisdom 
to strengthen the features of federalism and 
democracy, and make fundamental rights 
and habeas corpus inviable, so that India 
may be free from discrimination along lines 
of religion, caste, class and gender, and free 
from the scourge of majoritarian tyranny.

Even as the false narrative about the Citizenship 
Amendment Act (CAA) and the agitation seeking its 
withdrawal continue to be flamed by a minority of 
individuals, the Narendra Modi government has been 
silently going about its task in resolving long-pending 
issues pertaining to minorities and ethnic conflicts 
in the Northeast. While the CAA has been grabbing 
the headlines, Union Home Minister Amit Shah has 
presided over the signing of two significant accords to 
end the 50-year old Bodo problem and the 23-year old 
issue of the rehabilitation of the Bru-Reangs in Tripura. 
The ethnic conflict concerning the Bodos has claimed 
over 4,000 lives thus far, but with the recent agreement, 
a permanent solution has been found for the problem. 
As per a historic agreement between the Government of 
India, Government of Assam and Bodo representatives, 
the Centre has committed itself to a Rs 1,500-crore 
package to develop specific projects in the Bodo areas. 
In return, about 1,500 armed cadres will abjure violence 
and join the mainstream. The government has said that 
a comprehensive and final solution has been found for 
the demands put forth by the Bodos. Now, after long 
years of conflict, the Bodo factions will leave the path 
of violence, surrender weapons and disband their 
organisations. The Centre and the Assam government 
will take steps to rehabilitate these cadres. Just a few 
days prior to this historic Bodo accord, Shah presided 
over the signing of an agreement in New Delhi between 
the Centre and the governments of Tripura and Mizoram 
and representatives of the Bru-Reangs to bring to an end 
a 23-year-old crisis of these refugees. This agreement 
enables the permanent settlement of the Bru-Reangs 
in Tripura and the rehabilitation package will cost Rs 
600 crore. The issue of the Bru-Reang refugees had its 
origin in the tensions that erupted in Mizoram in 1997 
when around 5,000 families comprising around 30,000 
persons fled that state and took refuge in Tripura. 
These people were housed in temporary camps in 
North Tripura. As the problem of the displaced tribals 
persisted, some efforts were made since 2010 to 
rehabilitate the Bru-Reangs. Out of the 5,000 families, 
about 1,600 families were sent back to Mizoram and 
the Union government took the initiative to assist 
the Tripura and Mizoram governments. The Modi 
government’s first major initiative came in July, 2018 
when the governments signed an agreement which 
resulted in enhancing the assistance given to these 
families. Subsequently, 328 families comprising 1,369 
persons returned to Mizoram. However, thereafter, the 
Bru tribals wanted a solution which would enable them 
to settle permanently in Tripura. They felt they would 
be more secure in that state. The latest agreement will 
benefit about 34,000 Bru-Reangs who are living in six 
camps in Tripura. According to the Tribal Research and 
Cultural Institute, Tripura, the Reangs are the second 
largest tribal community in Tripura and are recognised 
as one of the 75 primitive tribes in India. It is said that 
the Reangs came from the Shan state of Myanmar, 
first to the Chittagong Hill Tracts and then to Tripura. 
There was also another group which came to Tripura 
via Assam and Mizoram during the 18th century. The 
institute says the Reangs have a population of 1.88 
lakh and are divided into two major clans, Meska 
and Molsoi. They are still a nomadic tribe and a large 
number of them depend on jhum cultivation. Their 
language is known as Kaubru. A good percentage of 
them are followers of Vaishnavism. The Reangs’ folk 
life and culture have outstanding cultural components. 
The most popular of which is the Hozagiri dance. 
Apart from Shah, Tripura Chief Minister Biplab Kumar 
Deb, Mizoram Chief Minister Zoramthanga, Northeast 
Democratic Alliance chairman Himanta Biswa 
Sarma, the scion of the Tripura royal family, Pradyot 
Kishore Debbarma and the Bru representatives were 
present when the agreement was signed. As per this 
agreement, each of the Bru families living in Tripura 
will be given a plot of land, a fixed deposit of Rs 4 lakh, 
Rs 5,000 cash per month for two years, free ration 
for two years and another Rs 1.5 lakh to build their 
house. The land will be provided by the Government 
of Tripura. The home ministry began serious efforts to 
end the problem faced by the Bru tribals when Shah 
decided to bring the two state governments and the 
Bru people together some months ago. 
 -Vijay Kumar

Pakistan president General Zia-ul-Haq said the 
Simla Agreement provided adequate guarantees 
to both the countries regarding their territorial 
integrity and non use of force. He expressed 
the view that Pakistan’s assessment of and 
approach to development in the region provided 
a practical framework for further development 
of Indo-Pakistan relations and for exploring 
the possibilities of cooperation between the 
two countries to meet the recent “critical 
developments”. Zia expressed these views when 
the Indian foreign secretary, R D Sathe, called on 
him at his residence and delivered him a personal 
letter from Prime Minister Indira Gandhi. Home 
minister Zail Singh said in the Rajya Sabha that 
the government would not be vindicative in 
taking action on the Vaidialingam Commission’s 
report. Justice C A Vaidialingam has held that 
there was a prima facie case for a formal enquiry 
with respect to four out of 34 charges against 
the family members of Morarji Desai and three 
out of seven cases in respect of Charan Singh’s 
family members. The one-man committee was 
appointed by the Morarji Desai government to 
informally enquire into the charges made in 
Rajya Sabha against Desai’s son, Kanti Desai, his 
wife and Charan Singh’s wife, Gayatri Devi. A final 
decision on the withdrawal of the movement 
launched in Assam on the foreign nationals issue 
will be taken only after the Centre announces 
concrete steps to implement the major demands 
of the people. This was indicated by a spokesman 
of the All-Assam Students Union at the end of 
a marathon round of talks between the AASU 
delegation and Home Minister Zail Singh. But the 
student leaders are “ very much satisfied” with 
the outcome of the three rounds of discussions 
with the prime minister and the home minister 
since last Saturday. The delegation is returning to 
Gauhati January 6. The home minister is expected 
to visit Assam soon.

Bodo agreement, rehabilitation of 
Bru-Reangs in Tripura have placed the 

region on the path to development

Forty Years Ago, February 
6, 1980: Simla Agreement

Aradhana Kataki
The Supreme Court of India, by 
deciding to hear the cases of Assam 
and Tripura against the Citizenship 
(Amendment) Act separately, appears 
to has acknowledged what mainland 
India with its habitual disconnect with 
the Northeast’s core problems fails to 
see: That it is not only the communal 
nature of the new law that troubles 
these states. That as the movement 
against the CAA, which germinated 
in Assam, snowballed into a pan-
India phenomenon, the narrative 
about existential threat to the ethnic 
communities of Assam in particular 
and the Northeast in general, went 
unnoticed. And this remains largely 
unregistered in the pan-Indian as well 
as the international consciousness. 
In Assam, the outrage against the 
state and central government is not 
merely because the CAA is communal, 
and discriminates against one 
particular religious community; but 
primarily because it negates all that 
was promised after the six-year-long 
Assam Movement from 1979 for the 
protection of the ethnic communities 
of the state, whose identity is 
entwined with the language, culture 
and land of Assam. An identity now 
endangered by illegal immigrants 
from Bangladesh. 

The Assam Movement was triggered 
when, ahead of the 1980 general 
elections, the then chief election 
commissioner, S L Shakdhar, issued 
a circular legitimising illegal voters 
as bona fide citizens on the orders of 
Indira Gandhi, making a mockery of 
the People’s Representation Act and 
aborting the revision process of the 
electoral rolls. This same Shakdhar, 
in 1978, had spoken of attempts by 

political parties to include the names 
of foreigners in electoral rolls without 
“questioning and determining their 
citizenship status”. Indira Gandhi 
was merely continuing the policies 
of Jawaharlal Nehru and Sardar Patel 
regarding immigrants in Assam. Unlike 
Gandhiji, both Nehru and Patel were 
impervious to the legitimate fears of 
the people of Assam — of being reduced 
to a minority in their own state, their 
political rights clipped like the Tripuris 
next door because of the changing 
demographic profile. Gandhiji foresaw 
the calamitous fallout and even urged 

the Assamese leadership to sit in 
satyagraha against the Congress itself if 
necessary. The truth was that, although 
Assam had become a part of the Indian 
Union, the central leadership, since 
the beginning felt no obligation to 
engage with the problems of Assam as 
Indian problems. This is unsurprising: 
Indigenous people across the world 
are victims of colonial policies which 
disregard their basic rights and thrust 
upon them policies that take away 
their land, resources as well as their 
political power, forcing them to be 
subsumed in colonial society and 

culture. The Assam Movement ended 
in 1985 with the signing of the Assam 
Accord, which promised to safeguard 
the interests of the people of Assam. 
Yet, the promises as per the Accord 
regarding the detection, deportation 
and deletion of names of illegal 
immigrants who entered after 1971, 
sealing of the Indo-Bangladesh border, 
and ensuring full political rights of the 
Assamese have not been addressed. 
Instead, the central government is 
offering citizenship to all Hindu illegal 
immigrants till 2014 when over 50 
lakh illegal immigrants are already 
squeezing the local inhabitants’ space. 
The unkindest cut of all is that the state 
government, whose subservience to 
the Centre is total, comprises leaders 
who led the Assam Movement, then 
promising total implementation of the 
Assam Accord in their manifesto. 

It is pertinent to also recall how in 
1836, Bengali was made the official 
language of Assam. With the support 
of American baptist missionaries, 
Assamese intellectuals had to fight 
to restore Assamese as the official 
language in 1872. The new law shows 
no respect for the sense of “identity” 
of the Assamese. For “identity is 
shaped by participation in ‘cultural 
communities’ which need appropriate 
institutional protection” and that 
“groups. need to have rights in order 
to foster individuals’ well-being” 
(MacCormick, Kymlicka). The protest 
against the CAA in Assam continues 
because the people of Assam see it 
as part of a design to systematically 
dispossess them of their land, culture, 
language and, therefore, identity, by 
allowing the demographic balance 
to be disturbed recklessly. Their cry 
echoes the cry of indigenes the world 
over for survival.

CAA negates everything that the Assam 
accord had sought to protect

Kamath received some support 
from K T Shah, Shibban Lal 

Saxena, Hirday Nath Kunzru, 
Renuka Ray and Biswanath Das 

in taking a stand against the 
emergency provisions and over-

centralising tendencies. They 
were outvoted and Kamath’s 
plea to lay “the foundation of 
a real democracy” sounded 

like a voice in the wilderness. 
“I do not altogether deny,” 

Ambedkar conceded, “that there 
is a possibility of these articles 
being abused or employed for 

political purposes… the proper 
thing we ought to expect is that 

such articles will never be called 
into operation and that they 
would remain a dead letter.”

And this remains largely unregistered in the pan-Indian as well 
as the international consciousness. In Assam, the outrage against 
the state and central government is not merely because the CAA 
is communal, and discriminates against one particular religious 

community; but primarily because it negates all that was promised 
after the six-year-long Assam Movement from 1979 for the 

protection of the ethnic communities of the state, whose identity is 
entwined with the language, culture and land of Assam. An identity 

now endangered by illegal immigrants from Bangladesh.
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Ten more people on a quarantined 
cruise liner in a Japanese port have 
tested positive for coronavirus, officials 
said on Thursday, as the virus death 
toll in mainland China hit 563, with 
almost 3,000 new cases reported.About 
3,700 people on Carnival's Diamond 
Princess are facing at least two weeks 
quarantine on the ship, which has 20 
virus cases and testing is continuing. 
Japan now has 40 virus cases."We are 
hopeful that the US government will be 
sending transport for the Americans 
on board," Gay Courter, a 75-year-old 
American novelist aboard the ship, told 
Reuters."It's better for us to travel while 
healthy and also if we get sick to be 
treated in American hospitals."In Hong 
Kong a cruise ship with 3,600 passengers 
and crew was quarantined for a second 
day on Thursday pending testing after 
three positive cases onboard.Authorities 
said 33 crew members on the World 
Dream had developed respiratory tract 
infection symptoms and three had 
been sent to a hospital for isolation and 
management after developing fevers.
All but one of the 33 tested negative 
for the disease, with the remaining test 
pending, the city's health department 
said in a statement late on Wednesday.
Taiwan's health authority banned all 
international cruise ships from docking 
at the island from Thursday.Another 
hotspot emerged with at least three 
people contracting the disease after 
attending a mid-January company 
meeting held with 94 overseas staff, 
including one from Wuhan, at the Grand 
Hyatt hotel in Singapore.Authorities have 
not revealed the name of the company, 
but the World Health Organisation said 
it was investigating.The case provided 
more evidence the virus is spreading 
through human-to-human contact 
outside China, which the WHO has said 
is deeply concerning and could signal a 
much larger outbreak.The virus death 
toll in mainland China jumped by 73 to 
563 on Thursday, its third consecutive 
record daily rise, as experts intensified 
efforts to find a vaccine for a disease 
that has shut down Chinese cities and 
factories and could damage the world's 
second-largest economy.Hubei province, 
the epicentre of the epidemic, reported 
70 new deaths on Wednesday and 2,987 
new confirmed cases — more than 80 
per cent of the total reported by Chinese 
authorities. The other fatalities were in 
Tianjin city, the northeastern province 
of Heilongjiang and Guizhou province in 
the southwest.Hubei province in central 
China has been in virtual lockdown for 
nearly two weeks, with its train stations 
and airports shut and its roads sealed off. 
The flu-like virus was first identified in 
Hubei's capital Wuhan and is believed to 
have originated at a seafood market.

China virus death toll jumps 
past 500, more cases on 
cruise ship off Japan New Delhi, Agencys.

President Donald Trump was 
acquitted by the US Senate on 
Wednesday following a historic 
impeachment trial that shone a 
harsh light on America's divisions, 
without ever shaking the loyalty 
of his voter base.In a political 
triumph for the US leader, Trump 
drew on staunch Republican 
support to easily defeat a 
Democratic effort to expel him 
from office for pressuring Ukraine 
to help bolster his re-election 
effort.The president immediately 
claimed "victory" while the 
White House declared it a full 
"exoneration" — and Democrats 
rejected the acquittal as the 
"valueless" outcome of an unfair 
trial.But the vote in the Senate 
showed just how solid a grip the 
former real estate mogul holds 
over the Republican Party — an 
asset nine months before he seeks 
a second four-year-term.Even 
though several conceded Trump's 
behavior was wrong, Republicans 
ultimately stayed loyal in voting 
to clear the president of charges 
of abuse of power, by 52 to 48, 
and of obstruction of Congress, 
by 53 to 47 — far from the two-

thirds supermajority required 
for conviction."Two thirds of 
the senators present not having 
found him guilty of the charges 
contained therein, it is therefore 
ordered and adjudged that the 
said Donald John Trump be, and 
he is hereby, acquitted," said 
Supreme Court Chief Justice John 
Roberts, who presided over the 
trial.One Republican, Senator 
Mitt Romney, a longtime Trump 
foe, risked White House wrath 
to vote alongside Democrats on 
the first count, saying Trump was 
"guilty of an appalling abuse of 

public trust".He voted not guilty 
on the second charge.Trump's 
impeachment and trial will 
leave a permanent stain on his 
record, as it did for the only two 
presidents to have encountered 
the same fate, Andrew Johnson 
in 1868 and Bill Clinton in 1998.
But the Senate verdict was never 
truly in question since the House 
of Representatives formally 
impeached Trump in December, 
and it has now cleared out a major 
hurdle for the president to fully 
plunge into his campaign for re-
election in November.Trump to 

speak Thursday Responding to 
the verdict, Trump announced he 
would deliver a formal statement 
Thursday from the White 
House "to discuss our Country's 
VICTORY on the Impeachment 
Hoax!"The president had earlier 
tweeted a montage depicting 
a fake cover of Time magazine 
declaring him president for all 
eternity. Trump later tweeted a 
video attacking Romney, the first 
senator in US history to support 
convicting a president from 
his own party.While the White 
House declared that Trump had 
obtained "full vindication and 
exoneration," Nancy Pelosi, the 
House Speaker, warned that by 
clearing Trump Republicans had 
"normalised lawlessness"."There 
can be no acquittal without a 
trial, and there is no trial without 
witnesses, documents and 
evidence," said the top Democrat 
in Congress — who a day earlier 
ripped up her copy of Trump's 
State of the Union address on live 
television."Sadly, because of the 
Republican Senate's betrayal of 
the Constitution, the president 
remains an ongoing threat to 
American democracy, with his 

insistence that he is above the 
law and that he can corrupt the 
elections if he wants to."Senate 
minority leader Chuck Schumer 
said the acquittal was "virtually 
valueless" since Republicans 
refused witnesses at his trial, 
something which Democrats said 
had never happened before at 
any impeachment trial.'Forever 
impeached'
The Democrats' intense 78-day 
House investigation faced public 
doubts and high-pressure White 
House stonewalling, a tactic which 
led to the obstruction charge.
Concerned about the political risk 
for the party, Pelosi rejected a call 
early last year to impeach Trump 
on evidence compiled by then-
special counsel Robert Mueller 
that he had obstructed the Russia 
election meddling investigation.
But her concerns melted after new 
allegations surfaced in August that 
Trump had pressured Ukraine 
for help in his 2020 campaign.
Though doubtful from the outset 
that they would win support from 
Republicans, an investigation 
amassed with surprising speed 
strong evidence to support the 
allegations.

In political triumph, Trump acquitted in impeachment trial
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Buttigieg, Sanders nearly tied as Iowa caucus results narrow
The findings showed that narcissism decline over time and with age.

New Delhi, Agencys.
Pete Buttigieg and Bernie 
Sanders are nearly tied 
in the Iowa Democratic 
caucuses, with nearly all 
results counted in a contest 
marred by technical issues 
and reporting delays.The 
race remained too early 
to call early Thursday 
with 97% of precincts 
reporting. Party officials 
were scrambling to verify 
the remaining results three 
days after Iowans gathered 
at caucus sites across the 
state to begin choosing 
which Democrat will take 
on US President Donald 
Trump in November.A new 
batch of results released just 
after midnight narrowed the 
margin between Buttigieg, 
the former mayor of South 
Bend, Indiana, and Sanders, 
the progressive senator 
from Vermont. Buttigieg has 
a lead of three state delegate 
equivalents out of 2,098 

counted.The deadlocked 
contest gives both Buttigieg 
and Sanders a burst of 
momentum as they seek to 
pull away from the crowded 
field. The nearly complete 
results show them leading 
Massachusetts Senator 
Elizabeth Warren, with 
former Vice President Joe 
Biden and Senator Amy 
Klobuchar trailing behind.
But the results in Iowa were 
muddied by the stunning 
breakdown of the caucus 
reporting process in a state 
that traditionally kicks off 
presidential nominating 
contests. Iowa officials 
initially attributed a delay 
in reporting results to 
technical problems with 
an app that precinct chairs 
were supposed to use 
to record votes, then to 
backlogs as those volunteers 
tried to call the party to 
submit their totals.Even as 
the total number of results 

ticked up throughout the 
day Wednesday, obstacles 
remained. Some tally sheets 
were making their way to 
party headquarters in Des 
Moines through the mail, 
which contributed to the 
delay.Much of the political 
world has already shifted 
its attention to next-up 
New Hampshire, which 
holds the first primary 
election in the Democrats 
2020 nomination fight on 
Tuesday. Both Buttigieg 
and Sanders are leading 

contenders there, as well.
The two men are separated 
by 40 years in age and 
conflicting ideology.Sanders, 
a 78-year-old self-described 
democratic socialist, 
has been a progressive 
powerhouse for decades. 
Buttigieg, a 38-year-
old former municipal 
official, represents the 
more moderate wing of 
the Democratic Party. 
Buttigieg is also the first 
openly gay candidate to 
earn presidential primary 

delegates.Their strength 
in Iowa put them in the 
crosshairs of rivals as 
the race shifted to New 
Hampshire. Biden, who fell 
far short of expectations in 
Iowa, cast both Buttigieg 
and Sanders as risky 
choices for Democrats, 
given the former mayors 
relative inexperience and 
the senators descriptions 
of himself as a socialist.
Sanders is making his 
second run for the White 
House. He surprised many 
Democrats in 2016 with his 
strong challenge to Hillary 
Clinton, but entered the 
2020 contest as a front-
runner. Hes topped the 
field in fundraising, despite 
eschewing high-dollar 
donors.Sanders and his 
supporters raised issues 
with the primary process 
after the 2016 election, 
prompting the Democratic 
National Committee .

New Delhi, Agencys.
Prime Minister Imran 
Khan on Thursday warned 
Indian Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and the 
Indian Army Chief General 
Manoj Mukund Naravane 
against continuing the 
anti-Pakistan war rhetoric 
ramped up recently 
by India.Delivering an 
impassioned speech in the 
Azad Jammu and Kashmir 
(AJK) city of Mirpur where 
a rally to mark Kashmir 
Solidarity Day was held, the 
prime minister referred to 
recent comments by Modi 
where he had claimed the 
Indian forces "will not take 
more than seven to 10 days 
to make Pakistan bite the 
dust"."You need to brush 
up on your history. It seems 
your degree was fake," said 
the prime minister. He said 
that leaders who had shown 
such pride had always been 
defeated in the past, giving 
examples of the failure of 
Hitler's and Napolean's 
forces to permeate Russia.
Earlier in January, the 
Indian army chief had said 
that the Indian army will 
move to claim AJK if it is 
given orders in this regard 
by the parliament.His 
statement was dismissed by 
the Pakistan Army's media 
wing as "routine rhetoric 
for domestic audiences to 
get out of ongoing internal 
turmoil".
In his address today, the 
premier said that whenever 
a leader bases his campaign 
on hatred against a group 
of people and when that 
card is used to gain votes, 
the election is won but 
then there is nothing 
but destruction waiting 
ahead."When he won the 
election, he decided to 
do in Kashmir what the 
RSS manifesto was. He 
thought he would imprison 

Kashmiris, but what 
happened?"He thought 
he would end the issue of 
Kashmir altogether but 
the way the issue has been 
internationalised, there is 
talk of Kashmir where it was 
never before discussed," said 
the prime minister.He said 
the United Nations Security 
Council alone had debated 
the issue thrice already.
The premier reminded 
Kashmiris that Pakistan will 
continue to stand by them 
and will continue to fight 
alongside them."Kashmiris 
who are going through a 
hard time, all our prayers 
with you. We pray you are 
granted patience."But I say, 
I had promised to be your 
ambassador. I stand before 
you in that capacity today, 
not as the prime minister 
of Pakistan."He said he had 
raised the issue of Kashmir 
with every single foreign 
leader he had met since 
August 5."I spoke to Trump 
thrice, spoke to British 
premier Boris Johnson, 
spoke to German Chancellor 
Angela Merkel twice and 
explained what is happening 
in Kashmir."I spoke to the 
Russian foreign minister in 
New York, spoke to Macron 
for half an hour and spoke 
in great detail with Canada's 
Justin Trudeau," said the 
premier, as he assured 
Kashmiris he will continue 

their struggle on their 
behalf.He said the world 
now knows the situation 
in Kashmir. "This is the 
reason why the RSS plan to 
spill the blood of Kashmiris 
in occupied Kashmir, to 
terrorise them, and to instil 
so much fear in their hearts 
that they accept what has 
been done in Kashmir, has 
failed.""The entire world 
now demands an end to this 
oppression".The premier 
expressed confidence that 
good times lie ahead for 
Kashmir and that Modi 
will not be able to carry on 
with his nefarious designs 
for much longer."The day 
the curfew is lifted, a sea of 
people will flow and there 
will be only one voice: 
Freedom!"InshaAllah then, 
Modi will not have any 
more cards to play. Then, 
Kashmiris who fought 
bravely in the Independence 
movement and 30 years 
before where 100,000 
Kashmiris laid down their 
lives, will see relief. God will 
not only make things easy 
but grant you freedom," said 
the prime minister. Foreign 
Minister Shah Mahmood 
Qureshi in a fiery address 
challenged Indian Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
to find even one Kashmiri 
who accepts his August 5 
decision to scrap the region 
of its special autonomy."

PM Imran warns Modi, Indian 
army chief against warmongering

New Delhi, Agencys.
Flights resumed on Thursday at 
an Istanbul airport after a Turkish 
airliner skidded off a runway, killing 
three people and injuring 180 others.
Sabiha Gokcen Airport restarted 
operations at around 0100 GMT 
though delays and cancellations 
continued.On Wednesday evening, 
a Boeing 737 operated by Pegasus 
Airline landed from Izmir on Turkey's 
western coast during strong winds 
and heavy rain and overshot the 
runway.It skidded about 50 to 
60 metres before it dropped into 
the ditch from a height of about 
30 metres, according to the city's 
governor, Ali Yerlikaya.The plane, 
carrying 177 passengers and six crew 
members, broke up into three parts 
upon impact. The plane was 11-years-
old, according to flight tracking 
website Flightradar24.Yerlikaya, 
speaking early on Thursday, said all 
those injured were stable and four 
people had significant injuries, but 
he didn't give details on how severe 
they were.The passengers included 
22 people from 12 countries.Pegasus 
Airlines changed its logo on Twitter 
to a blackened version in a sign of 
mourning, and said its “priority is 
to support the relatives and friends 
who have lost loved ones".The 
statement added: "[Our] priority is 
to support the relatives and friends 
who have lost loved ones, and we 
will be doing everything we can to 
help them in the aftermath of this 
tragic event, as well as doing our 
utmost to provide our full support in 
meeting the needs in hospital of our 
injured passengers."Police guarded 
the wreckage on Thursday morning.
Live images broadcast on Turkish 
television showed several people 
climbing through a large crack in the 
severed aircraft and escaping onto 
one of the wings at the rear.The plane 
was apparently buffeted by strong 
winds and heavy rain lashing Istanbul, 
Turkey's largest city.NTV showed 
images of the badly damaged plane 
and flames inside, which were later 

put out by firefighters.After darkness 
fell, television footage showed dozens 
of rescue workers in high visibility 
jackets surrounding the plane with 
flashlights.Some sprayed water jets 
onto the severed body of the aircraft, 
while others could be seen climbing 
up onto the plane to comb through 
the cabin.'Strong landing'
According to NTV, Transport Minister 
Mehmet Cahit Turhan said the plane 
broke after a “strong landing” at 
Sabiha Gokcen, one of two main 
international airports in Istanbul.
The front of the plane including the 
cockpit was sliced off from the bulk of 
the fuselage, and another huge fissure 
separated the rear of the aircraft 
including the tail.There had been 
very strong winds and rain in the area 
before the incident and poor weather 
conditions in Istanbul, particularly in 
winter, often lead to the cancellation of 
flights.The Istanbul public prosecutor 
has launched an investigation into 
the incident.In January 2018, a 
Pegasus Boeing 737-800 slid down 
an embankment at Trabzon airport 
on the Black Sea, and landed just 
metres from the water with its 
wheels stuck in thick mud.After four 
days, the plane was eventually lifted 
back onto the runway with engineers 
using cranes. All 162 passengers 
and six crew were safely evacuated.
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan has 
sought to make Istanbul the world's 
top aviation hub and in 2018 opened 
a new mega airport in the city of 15 
million people.

New Delhi, Agencys.
As Harvey Weinstein 
stripped off his clothes, 
pulled down her dress 
and groped her breast 
in a hotel bathroom 
in 2013, Lauren Marie 
Young says he also 
offered a chilling 
excuse for his lewd 
behavior: “This is what 
all actresses do to make 
it.”Youngs account of her 
encounter with then-
one of Hollywoods most 
powerful movie makers 
came on Wednesday 
after she was called to 
the witness stand at 
Weinsteins New York 
City rape trial in a final 
push by prosecutors 
to show there was 
a pattern to how he 
preyed on women.
Weinstein persisted by 
masturbating, despite 
her telling him, ”No, 
no, no the whole time,” 

Young told jurors as the 
the last of six women 
to testify at the trial 
about alleged series of 
sexual assaults by the 
defendant.The criminal 
charges are based on 
two allegations: that 
he raped a woman in 
March 2013 and forced 
oral sex on a TV and film 
production assistant in 
2006.Additional women, 
including Young, 
have been allowed to 

testify as prosecutors 
attempt to show 
there was a practiced 
method to Weinsteins 
attacks, including 
inviting women to his 
hotel room to discuss 
business, then disrobing 
and demanding sexual 
f a v o r s . W e i n s t e i n , 
67, has insisted any 
sexual encounters 
were consensual.Young 
began her testimony by 
describing how she put 

on her favorite dress 
before heading off to a 
meeting with Weinstein 
where she expected to 
“network and pitch my 
ideas.”After he invited 
her up to his Beverly 
Hills hotel room, 
Weinstein lured her into 
the bathroom while a 
friend of his who helped 
arrange the meeting, 
Mexican model Claudia 
Salinas, closed the door 
behind them, she said.
The witness testified 
that after Weinstein was 
nude, he kept her from 
escaping by pushing 
her against the sink and 
blocking her way to the 
door.“I felt so trapped 
and I was in shock,” 
she told jurors, fighting 
back tears. She said she 
pleaded with Weinstein 
not to hurt her before 
he finally stepped out of 
the bathroom.

Harvey Weinstein accuser says he 
trapped her during hotel assault

Flights resume at  
Istanbul airport after 

plane crash kills 3

New Delhi, Agencys.
Nasa's Christina Koch 
returned to Earth safely on 
Thursday having shattered the 
spaceflight record for female 
astronauts after almost a year 
aboard the International Space 
Station.Koch touched down 
at 0912 GMT on the Kazakh 
steppe after 328 days in space 
along with Luca Parmitano of 
the European Space Agency 
and Alexander Skvortsov of the 
Russian space agency.Dmitry 
Rogozin, head of Russia's 
Roscosmos space agency, said 
the crew had returned safely. 
“All is well on board, the crew 
are feeling well,” Rogozin wrote 
on Twitter.Koch, a 41-year-old 
Michigan born engineer, beat 
the previous record for a single 
spaceflight by a woman — 289 

days, held by Nasa veteran 
Peggy Whitson — on December 
28, 2019.She had already 
made history by that point as 
one half of the first-ever all 
woman spacewalk along with 
Nasa counterpart Jessica Meir 
in October.Koch told NBC on 
Tuesday that she would “miss 
microgravity” as she spoke to 
journalists ahead of the three-
and-a-half hour journey back 
to Earth.“It's really fun to be 
in a place where you can just 
bounce around between the 
ceiling and the floor whenever 
you want,” she said, smiling as 
she twisted her body around 
the ISS.'Make space for women'
Koch called three-time flyer 
Whitson “a heroine of mine” 
and a “mentor” in the space 
programme .

Record-breaking US  
astronaut returns to Earth 

opensearch



NEW DELHI, AGENCYS.
Ace shooter Abhishek Verma who 
won the men's 10 meter air pistol T2 
event at the national trials that are 
being held in Thiruvananthapuram, 
Kerala on Thursday, spoke at length 
about the prospects of Khelo India 
University Games and the impact 
that it is going to have in the 
grassroots setup.The first edition is 
being organized by the Government 
of Odisha in association with 
the Sports Authority of India, 
Association of Indian Universities, 
National Sports Federation and 
Indian Olympic Association (IOA) 
and participating universities.The 
games are slated to take place in 
Bhubaneshwar from February 22 
to March 1 to unearth more talent 
for the Olympics."I think this is 
the best thing to have happened 
for grassroots level sports in our 
country, previously there was a 
national university championship 
that used to take place but no one 
was aware of it. Firstly with Khelo 
India Youth Games and now with 
the Khelo India University games 
taking place I think we finally have 
a system coming in place which 
provides a professional competition 
space for all aspiring athletes of our 

country, " said the 30-year-old.
"The level of completion is 
much higher at university level 
championships as they are vying to 
bring top glory for their respective 
institutes. Championships like these 
also let you reflect on your own 
performance and prepare yourself 
better for the World University 
Games," said Abhishek who started 
his shooting career with the 
national university championship.
Abhishek said it is very important 
that parents encourage their 
children to take up sports and 

support them in their endeavour 
of becoming athletes."Parents 
play a huge role in building their 
children's careers who are aspiring 
to pursue professional sports. 
With the government coming up 
with initiatives like the Khelo India 
University games, I feel it is essential 
for parents to understand that it 
shouldn't only be about studies and 
a career in sports is very much a 
realistic thought," said the shooter.
Abhishek, who has managed to 
book an Olympic berth for India at 
the upcoming 2020 Tokyo Olympics 

has continued his form from 2019. 
He won two World Cup gold medals, 
one each at the Beijing and the Rio 
de Janeiro World Cup. The gold at 
Beijing helped him to seal a quota 
for India in the men's 10m air 
pistol event for the 2020 Summer 
Games.However, it doesn't mean 

that Verma has been selected in 
the Indian shooting contingent for 
the Olympics. The Indian shooting 
team for the quadrennial event will 
be selected in the next few months. 
"Abhinav Bindra's gold medal in 
shooting completely transformed 
the shooting landscape in our 

country. It gave that confidence to 
many aspiring shooters like me that 
I too can perform well in the sport 
and get a medal for my country. I am 
working really hard towards honing 
my skills and giving my best shot 
at the 2020 Tokyo Olympics," he 
signed off.

Bindra gave confidence to many shooters like me: Abhishek Verma
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Aussie stalwart 
Alyssa Healy 
considered 
leaving cricket
Sydney. Australia wicket-keeper 
Alyssa Healy revealed that she had 
almost quit cricket due to disfatis-
faction with where her career was 
headed. The 29-year-old, now a 
mainstay in the Australian batting 
line-up and widely considered the 
best wicket-keeper in the world, 
said that she was considering the 
option of quiting the game about 
two to three years ago."I remem-
ber having this discussion with 
[national selector] Shawn Flegler ... 
it wasn't necessarily that I felt like 
I was at a crossroads, but I could 
have easily walked away from the 
game and been happy with what 
I'd done and that I'd contributed 
to successful teams," Healy is 
quoted as saying by cricket.com.
au."I probably would have been 26, 
27 at the time, so it wasn't so long 
ago," she said. "I think I was prob-
ably just frustrated with my cricket 
and didn't really know what more I 
could achieve or what more I could 
do to better myself or my cricket.  
"You come in at such a young age 
and you play for a long period of 
time, so you're not sure where the 
end is and you feel like you can 
walk away and do something else 
with your life while you're still 
young."Healy decided to continue, 
which turned out to be the right 
decision. Since October 2017, 
she has scored over 1000 runs in 
both the white-ball formats. She 
was named player of the tourna-
ment after Australia's victorious 
2018 ICC Women's T20 World Cup 
campaign.In October last year, she 
smashed the highest individual 
score in women's T20Is, a 61-ball 
148* against Sri Lanka. She was 
also named the ICC Women's T20I 
Cricketer of the Year in 2019."I'm 
not sure [what convinced me to 
continue] to be fair, I think Flegs 
reassured me that I was doing the 
right thing for the team and I was 
doing my job, and that if I kept do-
ing that, then some more opportu-
nities might open up," she said.

FIRST COLUMN

NEW DELHI, AGENCYS.
Kolkata giants East Bengal 
will be playing host to 
Aizawl FC in an I-League 
clash at the Kalyani 
Municipality Stadium 
here on Friday.The club 
has been left languishing 
in the realms of mid-table, 
having lost four of their 
last five fixtures.Their 
centenary year hasn't gone 
according to the plan until 
now and if East Bengal 
are to get back to at least 
surmounting a challenge 
for the title, a winning run 
of form cannot be put on 
hold any longer."It's been 
a complicated season, but 
that's football. It's not easy 
to win always, but we have 
to regain our confidence 
to get back to where we 
were last year," said East 
Bengal midfielder Jaime 
Santos Colado ahead of 
the game. The hosts will 
be without the services 
of Marcos Jimenez De La 

Espada, who was sent 
off in the dying seconds 
during their defeat to 
Indian Arrows, which 
might pave the way for 
Ansumana Kromah to 
make his first start since 
returning to the club.On 
their Friday opponents, 
Colado opined: "Aizawl 
are a physical team with 
very clear ideas. It will be 
another difficult game for 
us but we are ready."The 
Mizoram outfit, however, 
have problems of their 
own. They are tenth in 
the standings, halfway 
into the season and are 

now in a race to avoid 
the dreaded drop."East 
Bengal are a good side 
any day, even when 
things aren't going their 
way. They are a big team, 
with some great players. 
There's still half a season 
left to play. They can do 
the impossible," voiced 
Alfred Jaryan, captain, 
Aizawl FC.The former 
I-League champions will 
be travelling to Kalyani 
in a bid to avoid three 
defeats on the trot but 
with the Red and Golds 
running through a crisis of 
their own.

Says Test captain ahead of tomorrow's match
Pakistan not taking Bangladesh lightly,

NEW DELHI, AGENCYS.
Pakistan Test captain Azhar 
Ali has said that the team 
"is not taking [Bangladesh] 
lightly", a day before 
the start of the two-Test 
series between both sides.
Speaking at a press briefing 
on Thursday in Rawalpindi 
— where the first Test will 
be held from February 7-11 
— Ali said: "Bangladesh 
can be a very competitive 
side, can surprise you, so 
we are not taking them 
lightly. They have match 
winners in their team."Ali 
went on to say that he 
feels the side "has the 
opportunity" to win Test 
matches on the home 
ground. "We will try our 
best," he added.Speaking 
of the inclusion of fast 
bowlers in the composition, 
the Test captain said 
that home matches "are 
played according to your 

strength"."At the moment 
we feel that our fast 
bowling is a threat for 
our opposition," he said.
When asked whether 
the Test squad has been 
selected keeping in mind 
the upcoming tour to 
England, where the pitch 
is similarly green, the 
captain said that playing 
beforehand in conditions 
that mirror foreign 
ground "is advantageous".
He, however, was of the 
opinion that if the opposite 
side is such that merits 
making a spin-heavy side, 
then the team members 
can always be changed."We 
feel, though, that we will 
win Test matches with our 
fast bowlers."Speaking 
about the difference in the 
Bangladesh Test squad 
when compared to the 
2015 side, the captain said: 
"Obviously they are missing 

a couple of their key 
players, but as I said earlier, 
as a home advantage, we 
can have an upper hand 
[...] but nothing is won off 
the field. We have to do it 
on the field."Declining to 
comment on the 'Playing 
XI', Ali said that Fawad 
Alam had been included 
in the 16-member squad 
"based on his performances 
and ability"."All the 
members in the squad are 
such that can be included 
in the 'Playing XI' which is 
why they are even named 

in the 16-member squad," 
he explained."Whenever 
he plays, he will perform, 
InshaAllah [...] not only 
Fawad Alam, whoever it is, 
once given the opportunity, 
will perform."Commenting 
on the inclusion of Faheem 
Ashraf in the side, Ali 
agreed that the decision 
had been made keeping 
in mind the England tour 
and the way the team's 
bowling attack is being 
developed."We are not yet 
in the ideal situation yet in 
terms of an all-rounder fast 

bowler who can support us 
on foreign ground as the 
fourth fast bowler. When 
three bowlers play, they 
have to bowl repeatedly 
and that tires them out."So 
we are focused on creating 
that ideal combination 
right now where we have 
all-rounder fast bowlers 
in the mix."Bangladesh 
was originally scheduled 
to play three Twenty20 
Internationals and two 
Test matches, but agreed 
to split the tour into three 
phases because it did not 
want to stay in Pakistan 
for a longer duration due 
to security concerns.The 
side will return to Pakistan 
in April for a one-off One-
day International and the 
second and final Test at 
the National Stadium in 
Karachi.Pakistan won the 
T20 series 2-0 last month 
at Lahore.

NEW DELHI, AGENCYS.
Afghanistan have recalled fast bowler 
Shapoor Zadran for the upcoming 
three-match T20I series against 
Ireland. Zadran makes a comeback in 
national colors after almost one and 
a half years. The pacer last played a 
T20I in June 2018 against Bangladesh. 
The 15-member squad announced by 
the Afghanistan Cricket Board (ACB) 
selection committee also consists 
of young all-rounder Azmatullah 
Omarzai. Opening batsman, Usman 
Ghani, who was not included in 
Afghanistans series against West Indies 
in October 2019, is back in the squad 
as well. “We have selected the current 
best T20 players and hopefully will 
do better against Ireland,” said chief 
selector Andy Moles. Hazrat Zazais 
fitness has improved dramatically, 

Moles added, praising the all-rounder 
abilities of Azmatullah Omerzai and leg 
spinner Qais Ahmad, who has returned 
from a successful BBL, as a future start 
which cant be wasted.  Nineteen-year-
old Ahmad, who recently had a stint in 
the Big Bash League (BBL) for Hobart 
Hurricanes, finds a spot as well, having 
played only a solitary Test match for 
Afghanistan so far. 

Chennai, Agencys.
Defending champions 
Sethu FC confirmed 
their place in the semi-
finals of the 4th Hero 
Indian Womens League 
(IWL) in style, after 
registering a dominant 
6-0 victory over Baroda 
Football Academy at 
the Bangalore Football 
Stadium on Thursday.
Sethu's Sandhiya had 
a clinical afternoon in 
front of goal, bagging 
four, with Amsavalli 
and Karthika adding 
the remaining two.
The champions were 
stunned by Group A 
leaders KRYPHSA in 
their second game, but 
have come back all guns 
blazing, with the defeat 

now firmly behind them.
They showed no respite 
and drew first blood in 
the ninth minute when 
Baroda keeper Afshan 
Ashiq came off her line 
to thwart danger and 
in an attempt to take 
the ball off Amsavalli's 
feet, completely missed 
it, allowing the winger 
to round her and feed 
Sandhiya on her left, 
who made no mistake 

with the goal gaping 
wide open.Sandhiya 
added her second in 
the 15th minute after 
being played through 
on goal. She timed 
her run to perfection, 
beating the offside trap 
and with ice running 
through her veins, 
slotted the ball home 
to the keeper's bottom 
left.Amsavalli netted 
the third in the 34th 

minute, in what seemed 
like a carbon copy of 
the second goal after 
which Sethu released 
their foot off the pedal 
till the last 15 minutes.
Sandhya completed her 
hat-trick in the 75th 
minute, capitalising on 
yet another lapse in 
the Baroda backline. 
Karthika added one of 
her own three minutes 
later, with the floodgates 
now wide open before 
Sandhiya added her 
fourth of the afternoon 
in the 82nd minute, to 
take her IWL tally of the 
season to 13 goals, just 
two behind Gokulam 
Kerala's talismanic 
forward Sabitra 
Bhandari, who has 15.

IWL: Sandhiya scores four as Sethu reach semis Afghanistan recall Shapoor 
Zadran for Ireland T20Is

Lahore, Agencys.
Former Pakistan pacer Shoaib Akhtar 
has labelled the U-19 teams semi-final 
show against India as “immature”, saying 
their cricket board can seek help from 
former players like him, Mohammad 
Yousuf and Younis Khan.Pakistan colts 
lost to India by 10 wickets to crash out 
of the World Cup at the semi-final stage.
Pakistan were skittled out for 172 and 
then it was a cakewalk for centurion 
Yashasvi Jaiswal who remained unbeaten 
on 105 with Divyaansh Saxena not out 
on 59 as India won in 35.2 overs scoring 
176.“Dont lose heart. You need to learn 
from failures. These are not setbacks, 
these are opportunities. Well done on 
reaching the semi-final but the better 
team won,” Akhtar said on his YouTube 
channel.Akhtar termed Pakistans 
ground fielding as “pathetic and foolish”. 
He lavished praise on Jaiswal, saying he 
will play for India one day as he has the 
hunger.“Jaiswal will go places. He has 
the hunger to do well. He will definitely 
play for India. India looked so matured. 
And that is because they have matured 
coaches.”India won the U-19 World Cup 
in 2018 with Rahul Dravid as the head 
coach. Akhtar cited his example, saying 

if you want the best to groom your 
youngsters, you need to spend money 
on them.“They got Indias best middle-
order batsman Rahul Dravid for the 
coaching role in U-19 team. When you 
get a big guy, you need to pay him well. 
Here, Younis Khan went to take the job, 
the PCB offered him a job, and then they 
are bargaining with him. 15 lakh nahi, 13 
lakh le lo (take Rs 13 lakh and not Rs 15 
lakj). He said take it back.
 Is that how you treat your stars?“There 
is Mohammad Yousuf, Younis Khan, I 
am here, just ask us. We will help the 
team. You think if we were a part of U-19 
coaching staff, the team would have 
performed like this?” said Akhtar.

TOKYO, AGENCYS.
The chief executive officer of 
the Tokyo Olympics admitted on 
Wednesday that organisers are 
“extremely worried” about the 
possible effect of the deadly new 
coronavirus on this summers 
Games.Toshiro Muto said he 
hoped the outbreak in China 
would be quickly contained to 
restore confidence in the run-up 
to the Olympics.“We are extremely 
worried in the sense that the spread 
of the infectious virus could pour 
cold water on momentum for the 
Games,” he said before a meeting 
with the International Paralympic 
Committee (IPC).“I hope that it can 
be eradicated as quickly as possible. 
We plan to cooperate with the IOC 
[International Olympic Committee], 
the IPC, the government and 
the city of Tokyo to tackle the 
disease.”ARTICLE CONTINUES 
AFTER ADMore than 20 countries 
have confirmed cases of the 
pathogen, which has killed nearly 
500 people and infected at least 
24,000 in mainland China.Japan 
has had no reported deaths so far, 

but at least 10 people on a cruise 
ship carrying 3,711 passengers and 
crew quarantined off Yokohama 
have tested positive for the new 
coronavirus.Saburo Kawabuchi, the 
mayor of the Athletes Village where 
an expected 11,000 sportsmen and 
women will stay, struck a sombre 
tone.“I hope from my heart that we 
can overcome this [virus] and have 
a smooth Olympics,” said the former 
Japanese football chief.“We will do 
our everything we can to protect the 

athletes to allow them to produce 
their best performances.”Tokyo 
Governor Yuriko Koike promised 
at the weekend to implement 
“thorough measures” to protect 
people from the coronavirus in 
the run-up to the Olympics.Japan 
has warned citizens against non-
essential travel to China and fast-
tracked new rules including limits 
on entering the country as it tries 
to contain the spread of the virulent 
new coronavirus.

Tokyo 2020 chief extremely 
worried about coronavirus

PCB needs to use services of 
former players, says Akhtar

Paes to play in Bengaluru 
Open ATP Challenger

BENGALURU, FEB 6 : Veteran tennis star Leander Paes, who had announced in January that he would be calling 
time on his 30-year-long professional career at the end of the year, will be playing in the Bengaluru Open ATP 
Challenger. This could thus be his last tournament on Indian soil in his home city. The US $162,000 event 
begins at the KSLTA on February 10."Playing at home in front of my fellow Indians has always been a source of 
immense pleasure and motivation for me. Bengaluru has always had a crowd that understands tennis and the 
vibe of the stadium and the energy of the city really invigorate me," said Paes.
Paes is playing select tournaments during the year as a part of a farewell tour that he's calling "One Last Roar" 
in a gesture of showing gratitude to everyone who helped shape his career. "To my Bengaluru friends, fans and 
tennis lovers, I am looking forward to entertaining all of you One Last Roar time. See you guys soon," said Paes 
who last played in Bengaluru in the Davis Cup 2014 where he partnered with Rohan Bopanna to pull off an an 
unlikely win in the doubles event against Serbia."We are glad and excited that the Indian Tennis legend Leander 
Paes' last match on Indian soil will be at the KSLTA court. His celebrated career and achievements have been 
a guiding light for the upcoming tennis talents, not only in the country but beyond too. This a big moment for 
both Bengaluru Tennis Open 2020 and KSLTA," said the tournament's organising committee chairman Priyank 
Kharge.

I think this is the best thing to have happened for grassroots level sports in our country

I-League: East Bengal upbeat 
before Aizawl test in Kalyani

opensearch
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NEW DELHI, AGENCYS.
The monetary policy committee 
(MPC) of the Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI) on Thursday kept the repo 
rate unchanged at 5.15 per cent 
— a 10-year low in its last policy 
review of the financial year 2019-
20 (FY20).
Consequently, the reverse repo 
rate stands unchanged at 4.90 per 
cent.Further, the bank said it will 
maintain 'accommodative' policy 
stance as long as it is necessary 
to revive growth, while ensuring 
that inflation remains within the 
target.The committee voted 6-0 
in favour of the status quo of the 
interest rates.GDP growth forecast 
for the financial year 2020-21 
(FY21) is projected at 6 per cent 
and in the range of 5.5-6.0 per cent 
in the first half of the next fiscal 
and 6.2 per cent in Q3 (October-
December period). GDP growth 
for FY 2019-20 is seen at 5.0 per 
cent.The CPI inflation projection 
has been revised upwards to 6.5 
per cent for Q4:2019-20; 5.4-5.0 
per cent for H1:2020-21; and 3.2 
per cent for Q3:2020-21, MPC said 
in its release. The MPC noted that 
inflation surged above the upper 
tolerance band around the target 
in December 2019, primarily on 

the back of the unusual spike 
in onion prices. However, going 
ahead onion prices are likely 
to ease on the improvement 
in supply conditions."Going 
forward, the trajectory of inflation 
excluding food and fuel needs to 
be carefully monitored as the pass-
through of remaining revisions 
in mobile phone charges, the 
increase in prices of drugs and 
pharmaceuticals and the impact 
of new emission norms play out 
and feed into inflation formation," 
the statement added.Accordingly, 
the MPC will remain vigilant about 
the potential generalisation of 
inflationary pressures as several of 
the underlying factors cited earlier 
appear to be operating in concert.

Addressing media, RBI Governor 
Shaktikanta Das said that the repeat 
of status quo should not be seen 
as an indicator of future action. 
He further said that economy 
remains weak and the output gap is 
negative. The RBI governor further 
said thattransmission to credit 
markets are improving gradually 
and monetary transmission should 
help boost demand.
"Have many instruments at our 
disposal to address the slowdown," 
Das added.Meanwhile, the RBI 
announced that the CRR (Cash 
reserve ratio) will fall for every 
incremental loan given. CRR 
leeway on new consumer loans 
will be applicable till July 31.In 
its last policy meet, the central 

bank had maintained the repo 
rate at 5.15 per cent points (bps). 
However, GDP growth forecast 
for FY20 was slashed to 5 per 
cent from 6.1 per cent.WHAT 
ANALYSTS SAYDr Joseph Thomas, 
Head of Research at Emkay Wealth 
Management said at this juncture, 
rate modification is actually not 
required as the interbank market 
has a huge surplus of close Rs 3 
lakh crore to support the liquidity 
requirements of the system, and 
this alone will ensure that the 
short-term rates do not move up. 
"The status quo comes as a relief 
to the short end of the curve, but 
the pressures at the long end may 
persist for longer time," Thomas 
added."It was an expected move by 

the RBI, maintaining the repo rate 
unchanged at 5.15 per cent. With 
the inflation rate breaching the 
upper band, it will take time for the 
Central Bank to revive the rate cuts. 
By maintaining the accommodative 
stance, there is scope for rate 
cuts once the inflation rate falls 
back to a comfortable level," said 
Deepthi Mary Mathew, Economist 
at Geojit Financial Services.Foreign 
brokerage firm Nomura expects 
GDP growth to slow further to 4.3 
per cent in Q4 2019 from 4.5 per 
cent in Q3, and see a below-trend 
growth of 5.7 per cent in FY21 from 
4.7 per cent in FY20. "We see the 
current inflation spike as transitory 
and expect a lack of fiscal activism 
to open up monetary policy space.

Repo rate unchanged at 5.15%; FY21 GDP growth projected at 6%
The committee voted 6-0 in favour of the status quo on the interest rates.

n  This is because of the argument that rising 
prices create uncertainties and adversely 
affect savings and investments.

n  Flexible inflation targeting was followed in 
2015. The framework made RBI more ac-
countable to explain to the government if it 
fails to meet the inflation targets.

Greater Noida, Feb 6 : Indias leading 
bicycle company Hero Cycles is willing to 
collaborate with Chinese conglomerate 
Xiaomi for procuring components for 
its e-cycles, Pankaj M Munjal, Chairman 
and Managing Director of Hero Cycles 
said during the ongoing Auto Expo 2020 
here on Thursday.Xiaomi sells couple of 
electric bikes and e-cycles in China under 
various brands like HIMO T1 electric 
bicycle, Yunbike (foldable bicycles) 
and Qicycles, among others.“We are an 
integrator and procure components 
from various manufacturers and can also 
get those from Xiaomi. We can work in 
synergy with the Chinese company on 
e-cycles,” Munjal told IANS.Among the 
major highlights of the bicycle major 
at the expo are soon-to-be-launched 
concept bicycles, electric folding bike 
and an electric fat bike.Its existing 
portfolios in the urban e-bike segment 
under the brand Lectro have products 
like Townmaster, Glide and E Zephyr.“We 
can buy battery management system 
from Xiaomi. They are good cellphone 
maker anyway,” said Munjal.Xiaomi last 
year launched a new electric bicycle 
called Himo T1 which is the third electric 
cycle under the Himo brand.The key 
highlights of the e-bike are single-button 
start, multi-function combination switch 
and a digital display.Himo T1 packs a 
14,000mAh Li-ion battery with a nominal 
voltage of 48V. The 14Ah option of the 
cycle can travel up to 60 kms on one 
charge. The 28Ah version can give up to 
120 kms.“Our competition is with e-cars 
and people globally are fast shifting 
from e-cars to e-bikes. We will not call 
it competition but rather a migration,” 
said Munjal.According to the company, as 
it works to fulfill its vision of capturing 
a 10 per cent share in global electric 
bicycle manufacturing, Hero Cycles will 
display a series of upcoming products 
that highlight a new dimension in the 
field of the Indian bicycle industry.

Kerala Economy 
Grows 7.5%, Jobless 
Numbers Rise
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM:
The Kerala economy has registered 
a growth of 7.5 per cent in 2018-19 
compared to 6.8 per cent in 2017-18, 
said State Finance Minister Thomas 
Issac on Thursday after presenting the 
economic review in the Kerala Assembly. 
However, the unemployment rate in 
the state has also increased for the 
corresponding period, the economic 
review has revealed.Issac said that 
the growth trajectory as shown in the 
economic review has given him the 
confidence to present the state budget 
on Friday.“This growth has taken place 
during a general slowdown in economic 
growth at the national as well at the 
global level,” said Issac. The review also 
pointed out that per capita income in 
Kerala in 2018-19 stood at Rs 1,48,078, 
while the national average was Rs 
93,655.Kerala is one of the leading 
states with respect to per capita income, 
along with Haryana, Gujarat, Karnataka, 
Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu. It was 
the performance of the manufacturing 
sector that appears to have kept the 
state”s flag flying high as the review 
revealed that in this sector the annual 
rates of value added growth were 18.2 
per cent, 3.7 and 11.2 in the past three 
fiscals.In this sector, the turnaround 
in the performance of the state public 
sector units in the chemicals sector, fresh 
investments in petroleum refining and 
a new impetus to the manufacture of 
electronic components were some of the 
highlights of the improved performance 
of the state”s industrial sector since 
2016-17.While agriculture had nothing 
to cheer about, sectors like fishing, 
aquaculture, hotels and restaurants 
besides social services like education 
and health did well. While the review is 
optimistic about the general economy, it 
paints a grim picture of the employment 
sector. According to the review, the total 
number of job seekers has gone up from 
35.61 lakh in 2018 to 37.46 lakh in 2019.

Cognizant appoints 
Vinita Bali as 
independent director
Vinita Bali (Image courtesy: Twitter)
Bangalore: "We believe Vinita's 
experience at large companies, both 
India-based and multinational, will 
make a significant contribution to our 
board," said Cognizant chairman Michael 
Patsalos-Fox in a statement from New 
Jersey in the US.Bali, 64, was Managing 
Director and Chief Executive Officer of 
the Bengaluru-based Britannia Industries 
from 2005 to 2014.Before Britannia, Bali 
worked in senior general management, 
corporate strategy and marketing roles 
at The Coca Cola company and Cadbury 
Schweppes.Currently, she is also a board 
member of the New York Stock Exchange- 
listed Bunge, an agribusiness and food 
company, Smith & Nephew, a medical 
technology business and India-listed 
Syngene International and Crisil.Earlier, 
Bali served on the boards of several NYSE 
and India listed companies.Cognizant 
chief executive Brian Humphries said, 
"I also look forward to working closely 
with our newly appointed independent 
director, Bali, who brings to our board 
her extensive global strategic and 
operational leadership experience and 
deep India business expertise.

Hero Cycles willing 
to hitch a ride on  
Xiaomi technology

15th Finance Commission to set up panel to examine fiscal, debt situation
The panel may include or seek inputs from former RBI Governor Urjit Patel, former chief economic advisor Arvind Subramanian

The Fifteenth Finance 
Commission (15th FC) will set 
up a panel later this month to 
examine the fiscal and debt 
situation of the Centre and 
states and present a road map, 
on the lines of the erstwhile 
Fiscal Responsibility and 
Budget Management panel, 
the Commissions Chairman N 
K Singh said on Wednesday.
The panel may include or seek 
inputs from former Reserve 
Bank of India Governor Urjit 
Patel, former chief economic 
advisor Arvind Subramanian, 
Sajjid Chinoy of the Prime 
Ministers Economic Advisory 
Council, Rathin Roy of National 
Institute of Public Finance and 
Policy, and Prachi Mishra of 
Goldman Sachs, among others.
“One of the terms of reference 
of the Commission is to 
address the issue of general 
government, the consolidated 
fiscal deficit and debt and 
so on. So, after my meeting 

with the 15th FCs economic 
advisory council on February 
13, I intend to constitute 
a committee under my 
chairmanship, since I had 
the chairmanship of the 
FRBM Committee,” Singh 
said.Singh said the panel 
will include representatives 
from the Controller General 
of Accounts, the Indian 
Civil Accounts Service, state 
expenditure departments, and 
other central and state bodies, 

as well as domain experts.“The 
aim will be to come up with a 
report to address the terms 
of reference given to the 
Commission,” said Singh.The 
terms of reference say: “The 
Commission shall review the 
current status of the finance, 
deficit, debt levels, cash 
balances and fiscal discipline 
efforts of the Union and 
the states, and recommend 
a fiscal consolidation 
roadmap for sound fiscal 

management, taking into 
account the responsibility 
of the central government 
and state governments to 
adhere to appropriate levels 
of general and consolidated 
government debt and deficit 
levels, while fostering 
higher inclusive growth in 
the country, guided by the 
principles of equity, efficiency 
and transparency.”The panel 
will submit its report to the 
15th FC, which may include 
those recommendations in 
its second report, expected to 
be submitted in October, and 
will make recommendations 
for the period financial year 
2021-22 (FY22) to FY26.“The 
panel will see whether we 
are compliant with terms 
of reference. One of the 
overarching issues that the 
Commission is expected to 
weigh in on is the path, issues 
and factors of the debt and 
fiscal deficit of Centre and 

states to be compliant with 
the FRBM Act,” Singh said.
The panel, and hence the 15th 
FC, is also expected to take a 
look at Article 293(3) of the 
Constitution, which says a 
state cannot raise any loan 
without the Centres consent 
if there is an outstanding loan 
made by the Centre to the 
state.“I did not touch upon 
this in the FRBM Committee 
because that mostly focused 
on the Centres finances,” Singh 
said. When asked if he would 
invite his former colleagues 
from the FRBM Committee 
to be part of the panel, Singh 
replied in affirmative.“Roy is 
here in Delhi, Subramanian is 
abroad, but has views on fiscal 
consolidation.I might want to 
hear Patel, and some experts 
like Chinoy and Mishra,” Singh 
said.The FRBM Committee 
comprised of Singh, former 
finance secretary Sumit Bose, 
Patel, Subramanian, and 

Roy. The committee, which 
submitted its report to former 
finance minister Arun Jaitley 
before the 2017-18 Budget, 
had recommended a fiscal 
deficit target of 2.5 per cent of 
gross domestic product, and 
revenue deficit of 0.8 per cent 
for fiscal year 2022-23.Other 
recommendations included 
setting up a fiscal council and 
giving the government tightly 
defined escape clauses to 
enable any deviation from the 
roadmap. Subramanian had 
drafted a dissent note, which 
was part of the panels report.
Finance Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman used the escape 
clauses to revise the budgeted 
fiscal deficit target of 2019-20 
and the medium-term forecast 
for 2020-21 by 0.5 percentage 
points each. The Centre now 
sees fiscal deficit at 3.8 per 
cent of GDP for FY20 and 2.5 
per cent for FY21.In its first 
report.

NEW DELHI, AGENCYS.
A power-packed jury comprising 
leading decision-makers of India Inc 
will meet in Mumbai on Thursday 
to select the winners of Business 
Standards annual awards for corporate 
excellence for 2019.Aditya Birla Group 
Chairman Kumar Mangalam Birla is 
the chairman of the eight-member jury. 
The other jury members are JSW Group 
Chairman Sajjan Jindal, KKR India CEO 
Sanjay Nayar, EY India Chairman Rajiv 
Memani, Omidyar Network India MD 
Roopa Kudva, McKinsey & Company 
Senior Partner Noshir Kaka, Cyril 
Amarchand Mangaldas Managing 
Partner Cyril Shroff, and Bain Capital 
Private Equity MD Amit Chandra.
The jury will select the best in 
Corporate India, from a long list of 
names and data compiled by Business 
Standard Research Bureau, to name 

the “CEO of the Year” as well as 
achievers in other categories — public 
sector undertakings, multinational 
firms, and small and medium 
enterprises.The jury will also choose 
the “Company of the Year” and “Start-
up of the Year”, as well as announce the 
“Lifetime Achievement” awards.The 
jury consists of the whos who of India 
Inc. Besides running the diversified 
group, which ranges from cement 
to finance, Birla is known to be an 
astute industrialist who has taken the 
group to greater heights following a 
combination of organic and inorganic 
growth strategy. Jindal bet on the 
future of the Indian steel industry and 
made JSW Steel the number one player 
with a capacity of 18 million tonnes 
per annum, for which he was awarded 
Business Standard CEO of the Year in 
2017.

NEW DELHI, AGENCYS.
Continuing their northward journey, 
the benchmark indices gained for 
the fourth straight day on Thursday 
after the Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI) kept the repo rate unchanged 
at 5.15 per cent and maintained 
'accommodative' stance in its sixth 
bi-monthly monetary policy review 
of the financial year 2019-20 
(FY20). READ MOREThe S&P BSE 
Sensex added 163 points or 0.4 per 
cent to settle at 41,306 levels while 
the NSE's Nifty50 closed the session 
at 12,138, up 49 points or 0.4 per 
cent. On the NSE, the Nifty50 index 
ended at 12,138, up 49 points or 0.4 
per cent. Bank and financial services 
stocks made impressive gains post 
the RBI policy announcement. Nifty 
Bank climbed 285 points or nearly 

a per cent to end at 31,287 while 
Nifty PSU Bank index closed at 2,312 
levels, up 59 points or 2.63 per cent. 
Nifty Private Bank index rallied 
around a per cent to settle at 17,243 
levels.Volatility index India VIX 
slipped nearly 3 per cent to 13.75 
levels. In the broader market, Nifty 
Midcap 100 index gained 0.7 per 
cent to 18,241 points and the Nifty 
Small Cap 100 index added 0.48 per 
cent to settle at 6,235. Bharti Airtel 
joined the elite club of Rs 3 trillion 

market capitalisation (market-cap) 
as shares of the telecom services 
provider hit a new high on the BSE 
in the intra-day trade. The stock 
settled at Rs 547, up nearly 2.5 
per cent. READ MOREShares of 
Avenue Supermarts, which operates 
supermarket chain DMart, rallied 
5 per cent to Rs 2,361, also its new 
high today, after its board approved 
the launch of a qualified institutional 
placement (QIP) by the promoters. 
The stock ended 2 per cent higher at 
Rs 2,294. GLOBAL MARKETS Global 
stocks extended their recovery on 
Thursday, cheered by record closes 
in Wall Street benchmarks following 
encouraging economic data, and 
after China announced a cut in 
tariffs on some imported goods 
from the United States.

MARKET WRAP: Sensex gains for 4th day, 
Up 163 pts; PSBs, pharma stocks jump

High-powered jury to select BS annual award 
winners for year 2019 today

Bharti Airtel enters 
Rs 3 trillion m-cap 

club, zooms 62% in 4 
months

NEW DELHI, AGENCYS.  Bharti Air-
tel has joined the elite club of Rs 3-tril-
lion market capitalization (market-
cap) as shares of the telecom services 
provider hit a new high of Rs 550, up 
3 per cent on the BSE on Thursday in 
the intra-day trade.Reliance Indus-
tries (RIL), Tata Consultancy Services 
(TCS), HDFC Bank, Housing Develop-
ment Finance Corporation (HDFC), IC-
ICI Bank, Infosys and Kotak Mahindra 
Bank are the other companies having 
market-cap of more than Rs 3 trillion. 
Currently, Bharti Airtel stands ahead 
of the state-owned banking major 
State Bank of India (SBI), non-banking 
finance company Bajaj Finance, and 
fast moving consumer goods company 
ITC.Bharti Airtel was trading higher 
for the sixth straight day, having ral-
lied 12 per cent, as compared to a per 
cent's rise in the S&P BSE Sensex dur-
ing the period. With todays gain, the 
stock has soared 62 per cent in the 
past four months from a level of Rs 
340 hit on October 4, 2019, as against 
a 10 per cent gain in the benchmark 
index.Pursuant to the infusion of fresh 
equity and long-term financing.

NEW DELHI, AGENCYS.
There has not been any surprise 
in the Monetary Policy Committee 
(MPC) action as the 7.4 per cent 
CPI inflation number for December 
provided little scope for going for a 
rate cut this time. The commentary 
of the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) 
is, however, important as it also 
takes into account the impact of the 
Union Budget while handing out 
the decision and here it is positive.
Inflation is likely to remain high 
in Q4 and the 6.5 per cent number 
provided is indicative of the fact 
that even in the next policy, it would 
be tough to cut rates as this number 
would be above 6 per cent. Combine 
this with the RBI projection of 4.5-5 
per cent for H1, the feeling one gets 
is that inflation will prevail above 
the 4 per cent mark till September, 
2020. A rate cut can still be done 
in case the MPC feels that growth 
is anaemic. Based on the RBIs 
forecasts, inflation will moderate 
only in Q3 at 3.2 per cent. Here, 
too, the caveat of normal monsoon 
would hold.
While food inflation would 
moderate, the RBI has rightly 
pointed to the services segment 

which covers things like transport, 
telecom besides the higher customs 
rates pushing up consumer prices 
as being the risk factors. Even 
within food, the central bank has 
rightly noted that while vegetable 
prices would come down, the price 
of other products which are protein 
based have gone up, which can 
exert more continuous pressure 
on the inflation rate in the coming 
months. But non-food inflation 
will be something that will keep 
ticking in 2020-21.On growth, the 
RBI is in line with the government 

as growth for next year has been 
placed at 6 per cent, which means 
that things will be better for sure 
relative to FY20, though the H2 will 
deliver higher growth compared 
with H1. Monsoon and spending 
patterns hold the clue for this to 
work out. Here, the RBI feels the 
government has done well for 
boosting consumption, which may 
not really work out as there is a 
divided view on this issue. However, 
their assumption is that the 
transmission of past cuts is working 
fine as seen in the weighted average 

lending rate (WALR) as well as 
the benchmarking of some retail 
and SME rates with approved 
securities. The assumption made is 
that the budgetary announcements 
on removal of exemptions will 
not counter some of these views. 
This has always been a worry 
when the Budget had announced 
the withdrawal of exemptions, 
especially housing and other 
savings in the alternative scheme 
propagated by the government.
The RBI has maintained an 
accommodative stance, which is 
good for the market as it rules out 
rate hikes which seemed possible 
at one time when inflation was 
going up (it probably will remain 
high for January, too). It has also 
indicated that there is room for 
further action, which means that 
during the year there will be some 
more rate cuts. More importantly, 
it is also asking for rates on small 
savings to be lowered as that would 
amplify the policy effects. The yield 
on the 10-year paper has come 
down marginally to 6.48 per cent 
from an opening of 6.50 per cent 
indicating a positive response from 
the market.

Monsoon and spending pattern hold key for economic revival
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For veteran filmmaker 
Vidhu Vinod Chopra, it 
has not been an easy 
task to bring to the 
silver screen a story 
from the land of his 
roots while completely 
remaining unbiased. 
His latest film 
"Shikara: The Untold 
Story Of Kashmiri 
Pandits" is set against 
the backdrop of the 
Kashmiri Pandit 
exodus from the 
Kashmir Valley in late 
1989 and early 1990, 
in the wake of violent 
Islamist insurgency.
"I have done much 
work in all these years 
but this was perhaps 
my most challenging 
as I had to remain 
dispassionate as a 
moviemaker to depict 
the truth, and yet 
make a compelling 
argument that the 
only solution to such 
hatred is love That 
is at the centre of 
my movie. The love 
between Shiv Kumar 
Dhar and Shanti (the 
protagonists), Shanti 
is also my mother's 
name by the way, is a 
binding factor which 
forces us to think 
beyond hatred," said 
Chopra.When quizzed 
what took so long to 
make the film since 
it's been 30 years 
since he left Kashmir, 
the filmmaker 
replied: "I started 

work on this post my 
mother's demise in 
2007. The Kashmiri 
Pandit exodus is a 
known issue but the 
complexities and the 
build-up of events 
that led to the driving 
away of the Kashmiri 
Pandits is not known. 
This movie required 
significant research 
so that we could tell 
an absorbing story 
which is fact based 
and helps in bringing 
this conversation to 
the fore." "The shoot 
was mostly in Kashmir, 
which was under 
heavy security cover 
so we had limited 
time to get work done. 
Authenticity was 
the key," he added.
The filmmaker also 

explained how difficult 
was the process of 
writing the story for 
the big screen for the 
movie which marks his 
comeback to direction 
in Bollywood after 13 
years."The writing also 
took significant time 
as I had to sift through 
tons of documentation 
and video footage 
to bring reality to 
celluloid. This movie 
was difficult to 
write. I worked with 
Abhijat Joshi and 
Rahul Pandita for 
several years before I 
could bring it to life." 
Hailing from Jammu 
and Kashmir, Vidhu 
Vinod Chopra wants 
peace to return to the 
valley, just as it was in 
his growing up years. 

Given a chance, would 
he feel safe to resettle 
there? "Unequivocally 
yes. For me it is more 
important that peace, 
love and affection 
returns to the valley. 
Those bonds which 
existed between 
communities are 
reconnected and we 
live happily forever," 
said Chopra. He also 
commented on the 
current scenario 
of the Valley. "I go 
there every year. 
The land is still as 
beautiful as it was, but 
demographically it has 
changed, because a lot 
of Pandits have left. 
So it's not the same. 
It's become slightly 
desolate, and that 
hits you sometimes. 

I hope and pray that 
someday it goes back 
to how it was." The 
filmmaker urges 
youngsters specifically 
to watch the movie, 
because he feels they 
should learn about the 
valley's tense history, 
how Kashmir became 
what it is today."It is an 
extremely important 
part of history which 
has not been spoken 
about and documented 
well enough for people 
to know. There is a 
great saying 'If you 
don't know history, 
you are condemned 
to repeat it'. I urge the 
youth to go and see 
this movie to learn 
about the Pandit 
exodus and see how 
love can conquer all 
hate," he said, adding, 
"For me, this is not 
just a movie. It is a 
movement of sorts, to 
make the entire nation 
realise the trauma 
this community 
experienced and the 
sheer helplessness 
with which they have 
been packed off in 
various refugee camps 
across the country." 
"Shikara: The Untold 
Story Of Kashmiri 
Pandits" marks the 
Bollywood debut of 
actors Aadil Khan and 
Sadia who essay the 
lead roles. The film is 
scheduled to release 
on February 7.

Vidhu Vinod Chopra: 'Shikara' 
my most challenging film
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Content driven performer Radhika Apte who 
turned show stopper for fashion wear brand 
IS.U says fashion is what fits your body.Radhika 
Apte has collaborated with fashion wear brand 
IS.U to launch its latest "inclusive" collection. 
The collection is made to fit the unique Indian 
body type, providing comfort and confidence.
Talking about Fashion and style, Radhika Apte 
said, “According to me fashion is that fits your 
body. You should opt for those costumes in which 
you can move. Rather than changing your body 
image, just have a fit body and not a body that fits 
into other people ideas and perceptions, because 
such ideas are never real.” IS.U has introduced 
an inclusive line for trendy and body-positive 
clothing, keeping Indian weather conditions in 
mind.Talking about her evergreen outfits and 
her personal choice of clothing, Radhika said, “A 
classic fits are always evergreen, they can never 
go wrong. A great suit and a perfectly fitted dress 
like Cargo denims. I like loose denims, because 
they are well fitted and very comfortable. Apart 
from this I would also prefer high waist green 
floral skirt with pastel slit, white flowers and 
small prints on it. These are my choices and 
would love to wear any day and anywhere.
Meanwhile on work front, Radhika Apte had an 
outstanding 2019, with back to back releases 
such as Bombairiya, Chithiram Pesuthadi 2, The 
Wedding Guest, The Ashram and Liberté: A Call to 
Spy. She is yet to announce her next movie.

Radhika Apte: Fashion  
Is What Fits Your Body

 Actor Matthew Perry sparked fan frenzy with 
a cryptic Twitter post amid "Friends" reunion 
rumours.Perry found fame as a self-deprecating 
IT manager Chandler Bing in the hit sitcom, which 
ran for ten successful seasons before going off-
air in 2004.Amid renewed interest in the show, 
Perry, 50, sent fans into a frenzy after revealing 
an exciting new project is coming soon, reports 
dailymail.co.uk."Big news coming...," Perry posted 
on Wednesday.The comment prompted a frantic 
reaction from fans, with most speculating that 
the long awaited "Friends reunion" is on the near 
horizon.Responding to the post, one user wrote: 
"Reunion??? Its 2020 and everyone including 
Emma has woken up from their nap!" While 
another added: "Chandler Bing??? OH MY GOD." 
Many users admitted they were happy to have the 
actor back on screen after a prolonged absence, 
with his last TV appearance coming in the 2017 
mini-series "The Kennedys: After Camelot"."Oh 
please say you'll be gracing tv with your presence 
again. I have missed you," wrote one excited fan.
Another user added: "Matthew we've missed you 
so much. Whether the news is just that you're 
gonna tweet more or something to as big as 
you're making movies again we will be happy and 
you have no idea to describe this feeling literally 
jumped out of bed and started screaming because 
I miss you." One user commented: "Whatever this 
is we are proud and happy for you..you have no 
idea how much the world loves you." The post 
comes after co-star David Schwimmer shared that 
he hopes for a reunion, but suggested an "all-
black or all-Asian" reboot of the show could work.
Speculation about a "Friends" reunion surfaced 
when Schwimmer, Jennifer Aniston, Courteney 
Cox, Lisa Kudrox, Matt Le Blanc and Perry - 
reunited in October 2019, and the moment was 
captured and shared on Instagram.

Matthew Perry sparks 
fan frenzy with cryptic 
Twitter post
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Cast: Saoirse Ronan, Emma 
Watson, Florence Pugh, Eliza 
Scanlen, Laura Dern, Timothee 
Chalamet, Meryl Streep, Chris 
Cooper, Tracy Letts, Bob 
Odenkirk, James Norton, Louis 
Garrel, Jayne Houdyshell
Director: Greta Gerwig
Rating: ***1/2Director Greta 
Gerwig's "Little Women", is an 
adaptation of Louisa May Alcott's 
1868 novel of the same name. 
Like the novel, the film too has 
the timbre of a timeless, literary 
classic. This tale of four close-
knit sisters continues to delight, 
feeling every bit as alive today, 
as it must have been when it was 
originally set in the mid-19th 
century Massachusetts.Juggling 
back and forth between time 
periods, the focal point of the 
story is Jo March (Saoirse Ronan) 
and her ambition to be a writer. 
The film bookends with her, but 
the rest of the narrative places 
her sisters Meg (Emma Watson) 
the teacher, Beth (Eliza Scanlen) 
the musical one, and Amy 
(Florence Pugh) the impulsive 
one and the artist of the family, 
at the forefront as well. All of 
them are trying to find a man to 
love and discovering what love 
truly is.Diving into the emotional 
struggles of the characters as the 
tale progresses, there is quite 
a bit of depth to the story. Loss 
and relationships are what keeps 
this film emotionally afloat. Also, 
keeping the period in mind, the 
film subtly resonates with a 
tinge of feminism, occasionally 
leaning into speech advocacy 
of a woman's right to self-
actualisation beyond marriage.
The narrative packed with 

frothy moments, lacking drama 
or purpose and criss-crossing 
through timelines, initially makes 
the film appear going nowhere 
in particular, and this is a sore 
point. So, by mid-point one 
tends to dismiss off the film as 
a juvenile piece of art. But by 
the final act, the narrative binds 
you emotionally.What keeps 
you bound to the screen are the 
raw and realistic performances 
of the cast. With her charming, 
rebel-like demeanour, Saoirse 
Ronan easily shifts into the period 
mode to play Jo. She seems to 
belong to some previous era, 
without coming across as a rigid 
and aggressive person. Emma 
Watson portrays Meg, as the 
sister who knows what she wants 
out of life, which makes the 
character's choice feel like less 
of a compromise. Eliza Scanlen 
plays the sweet, gentle-natured 
Beth, with understatement and 
affecting serenity. And, Florence 
Pugh has the tricky part, she 
manages to turn the most 
objectively annoying character 
in the film into a wonderfully 
complex study of sisterhood. 

The quartet is aptly supported 
by the rest of the cast. Laura 
Dern as their wise-beyond words 
mother who they fondly address 
as "Marmee" and Meryl Streep as 
the girls wealthy Aunt March are 
perfectly cast.The men, whose 
lives are intertwined with the 
girls, have their moments on the 
screen, notably: Bob Odenkirk 
as Mr. March, the girls' father 
who is off fighting the Civil War, 
Timothee Chalamet as Laurie 
the curly-headed boy next door, 
Chris Cooper as Laurie's widowed 
grandfather Mr. Laurence, Louis 
Garrel the French Professor 
Fruedrich Bhaer who is the 
only character who dares to 
criticize Jo's writing, inspiring 
her to compose something more 
personal and James Norton 
as Laurie's tutor and Meg's 
husband, John Brooke.Apart 
from the performances, it's the 
production quality of the film 
that needs a special mention, 
especially, Jess Gonchor for the 
Production designs, Jacqueline 
Durran for the period costumes, 
cinematographer Yorick Le Saux 
for the visuals.

'Birds Of Prey': Madcap 
comedy with sincere moments

"Birds Of Prey" is a vibrant, cheeky and stylised team-up of DC 
Comics' female anti-heroes,which is designed as a satire to show 
the position of women in the comic book universe. This is the 
eighth film in the DC Extended Universe and a sort of a follow-up 
to the 2016-released "Suicide Squad". While "Suicide Squad" was 
a convoluted drama with Harley Quinn as just one of the flawed 
characters of the film, in "Birds Of Prey" she outshines, making it 
feel more like a Harley Quinn solo film than an ensemble effort, 
especially since the titular group doesn't assemble until deep 
into the third act. This isn't exactly a negative thing, it simply 
means that some members of the ensemble get less focus than 
the others.Billed on posters under the unwieldy title, "Birds Of 
Prey" (and the Fantabulous Emancipation of One Harley Quinn), 
it is the second collaborative outing for the character, with 
Margot Robbie repeating her performance and screaming for 
the spotlight.It's a sort of a reawakening kind of story for Harley 
and she begins it in style. With a combination of animation and 
voiceover, she introduces herself, "from the beginning": Born 
Harleen Quinzel, she was brought up in a Catholic-school and 
had daddy issues. She became a shrink, then was assigned to 
work with the Clown Prince of Crime - the Joker. During one of 
his many periods of captivity, she fell in love with him, helped 
him escape and soon became his girlfriend. But then, the plot 
propels with her announcing her break-up with the psychopath 
J, which means she is no longer under his protection anymore, 
and it turns out that quite a lot of people want to kill her.With the 
Joker no longer in the picture, Harley becomes the target of her 
former frenemy, the misogynist crime lord Roman Sionis (Ewan 
McGregor) - aka the Black Mask from the "Batman" comics.In 
order to stay alive, Harley agrees to steal back a diamond, which 
apparently contains microscopic information that Sionis needs. 
Unfortunately, that diamond is in the possession of a young thief 
Cassandra Cain (Ella Jay Basco), who soon becomes the target of 
every mercenary in Gotham City.

Little Women': Oddly 
nonlinear but effective

Director Sam Raimi, who 
helped launch a superhero 
movie with 2002s "Spider-
Man", is in talks to direct 
"Doctor Strange in the 
Multiverse of Madness" for 
Marvel Studios.If the deal 
is sealed, Raimi will replace 
original director Scott 
Derrickson, reports variety.
com.On January 9 this 
year, Derrickson departed 
the project due to creative 
differences. Derrickson 
continues to remain an 
executive producer of 
the project. The film's 
scheduled production start 
date is in May.
Marvel didn't officially 
confirm the report.After 

finishing his "Spider-Man" 
trilogy for Sony Pictures 
with 2007's "Spider-Man 
3", Raimi made horror 
movie "Drag Me to Hell" 
in 2009 and Disney's "The 
Wizard of Oz" prequel "Oz 
the Great and Powerful" in 
2013. He was also busy as a 
producer, helping relaunch 
various horror franchises 
like "Poltergeist" and his 
own classic, "Evil Dead".
In the sequel, Benedict 
Cumberbatch is returning 
as the Sorcerer Supreme 
after his 2016 debut, and 
subsequent appearances 
in "Thor: Ragnarok", 
"Avengers: Infinity War", 
and "Avengers: Endgame".

Benedict Wong and 
Chiwetel Ejiofor are also 

expected to reprise their 
roles from the original 

film as, respectively, 
fellow sorcerer Wong and 
Strange's compatriot-
turned-nemesis Karl 
Mordo.Elizabeth Olsen 
has been tapped to reprise 
her role as Scarlet Witch, 
aka Wanda Maximoff, for 
a storyline that Marvel 
Studios chief Kevin Feige 
has said will link up with 
her Disney Plus series 
"WandaVision", which will 
debut in December.Rachel 
McAdams will not reprise 
her role as Strange's 
colleague Christine Palmer. 
"Doctor Strange in the 
Multiverse of Madness" is 
scheduled to open on May 
7, 2021.

Bigg Boss 13" contestants Rashami Desai, 
Asim Riaz and Sidharth Shuklas fans, 
who had gathered at a mall here, were 
in for a disappointment on Thursday 
morning when they fell victim to rumours 
around the much-hyped "mall task" of the 
controversial reality TV show."Bigg Boss 
13" fans were eagerly waiting for the "mall 
task". Many unconfirmed sources and 
pages on different social media channels 
claimed that elite club members Rashami, 
Sidharth and Asim will be taken outside 
the house on Thursday to perform a task at 
the mall in Goregaon. Fans of the respective 
contestants gathered in large number 
at the mall to cheer for their favourite 
contestants.According to a source close to 
the show, there was no such task planned 
in the first place. In fact, there are videos, 
which have surfaced on the Internet, 
showing police entering the mall to control 
the crowd, and ask the fans to go back.

Rashami's official Twitter handle, which 
had asked fans to get to the mall to support 
her at 10 a.m. in a now-deleted post, also 
apologised for the miscommunication."If 
any inconvenience caused to anyone due to 
this whole mall-task confusion apologies 
because we as their official handles also 
just followed the "Various News" we saw 
on Twitter/Instagram/Facebook pages... 
Thanks a lot for all those people who came 
out for support #TeamRD #StayHome," the 
post read.

Sam Raimi in talks to direct 'Doctor Strange 2' Bigg Boss 13: Mall task rumours 
create confusion among fans

Ayush Mehra 
in web series 

'Operation 
MBBS'

Yeh Hai Aashiqui" actor Ayush 
Mehra has bagged a role in the 
web series "Operation MBBS" 
that focuses on the journey of 
three first year medical students.
Ayush will be joined by actors 
Sarah Hashmi and Anshul 
Chauhan in the Dice Media 
project."MBBS is one of those 
rare experiences which comes 
in life and I am happy to have 
gotten a chance to live it even 
without studying for it. While I 
have been associated with Dice 
Media in the past, it feels great 
to finally do a show with them," 
said Ayush, who was also seen in 
Dice Media's mini-series "Please 
Find Attached". "The entire cast 
and crew was splendid as each 
one knew what they had to do 
and brought more to the table. 
It couldn't get better as for the 
first time, I am not romancing 
anyone. Actually I am, and it's 
a skeleton," he quipped.Sarah 
has acted in Bollywood movies 
like "Dil Dhadakne Do". She has 
also worked with several digital 
entertainment platforms such 
as TVF, FilterCopy and Culture 
Machine to name a few.Anshul, 
who has featured in movies like 
"Zero" and "True Love", marks 
her debut with this web series. 
Commenting on her role in the 
series, she said: "No words can 
fully tell the story of my time on 
'Operation MBBS'. The shoot in 
itself felt like a bunch of really 
excited and intelligent people 
coming together to make a super 
project."
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