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Gandhinagar, Agency. Reacting to Mahrashtra Chief Minister 
Uddhav Thackerary’s statements regarding the viability of 
Ahmedabad-Mumbai bullet train project, Gujarat 
Deputy Chief Minister Nitin Patel Tuesday said that 
it is a national project which is not only in the 
interest of Gujarat and Maharashtra, but also of 
the whole country. Speaking to reporters, Patel 
said, “I have read in newspaper where he (Uddhav 
Thackeray) stated that he will study what is the 
requirement of the bullet train for Maharashtra and 
Mumbai as well as the financial burden of the same on 
Maharashtra government’s economic position… As we all 

know, the bullet (train) project connecting Ahmedabad with 
Mumbai is country’s first high-speed bullet train project. It is 

being implemented completely in cooperation with the 
government of Japan on loan at negligible interest rate.” 

“Prime Minister Narendra Modi laid its foundation.  
After that the project progressed a lot in Gujarat and 
Maharashtra. This is not a project of any state, but 
it is a project of the country,” Patel said adding that 

Mumbai is the largest city of the country visited by 
several people from within the country as well as abroad, 

and the bullet train project is necessary to save time. It will 
also reduce the burden on Indian Railways, he said.  

Bullet train project: It is for whole country, not 
just Gujarat & Maharashtra, says Deputy CM

New Delhi, Agency.  At least 20 
anti-Citizenship Amendment Act 
protesters were arrested by the police 
at Bundgarden in Pune Wednesday due 
to the absence of a permit to protest. 
The protest march was organised by 
the National Youth Union and Jamat-
ulema-Hind from Ambedkar Putla at 
Mahatma Gandhi road to the Collector’s 
office. Bundgarden police station 
incharge Shrikant Shinde said, “At least 
20 persons have been detained. They 
had not taken prior permission for the 
protest rally. They were also in violation 
of the prohibitory orders in force in the 
city.” However, Sanjeeda Sayyed (21), 
a regular protester said that the police 
was informed about the protest march 
on January 25th. “It was not until 6 pm 
yesterday that a few of us were called at 
the police station and were informed that 
IPC 144 and CRPC 149, which prohibits 
public gathering and prevent cognisable 
offence, was imposed. Our permission to 
carry out the protest march was denied. 
They said that they had orders from 
higher authorities and that they were 
taking precautionary measures against 
some fringe elements who might affect 
the crowd and harm the movement,” she 
said. She said while the message was 
relayed among the protesters, some of 
those who were not informed reached 
the site and were detained due to the 
absence of a permit.

CAA protests : At least 
20 detained in Pune over 
absence of permit to protest

Chandigarh, Agency. THE 
PROCLAIMED offender (PO) 
Cell of Chandigarh Police on 
Tuesday produced a PO, Subhash 
Chander Marwaha, a former 
dismissed Additional and District 
Sessions Judge in Punjab, who 
has been facing a case under 
the Companies Act, filed by the 
Registrar of Companies. Marwaha 
was produced in the court of 
ACJM (Additional Chief Judicial 
Magistrate) Tejpratap Singh 
Randhawa. The court asked the 
accused to furnish bail bonds of 
Rs 2 lakh, failing which he was 
taken into custody by the police, 
and sent to Burail jail for 14 days. 
The matter is now scheduled 
for hearing on February 18. 
The accused has also served 
as ACJM in Chandigarh district 
court before he was promoted 
to ADJ and posted to Punjab.

Dismissed judge 
declared PO, taken 

into custody

New Delhi, Agency. 

The Union Cabinet has cleared the formation of a trust 
for the construction of Ram Temple in Ayodhya, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi announced in Lok Sabha 
on Wednesday. Urging all members of the House to 
support the construction of grand Ram Temple, the 
prime minister, sporting a saffron muffler said, “after 
the verdict on the Ram Janmabhoomi issue came 
out, the people of India displayed remarkable faith 
in democratic processes and procedures. I salute 
the 130 crore people of India. ”In a rare occasion, 
Modi spoke in the Lok Sabha before the Zero Hour 

and said that the government is moving forward 
with ‘sabka sath sabka vikas’ policy so that everyone 
is happy. “In India, be it Hindu, Muslim, Sikh, 
Christian, Buddhist, Parsi or Jain, everyone is a part 
of one family. Development must take place for every 
member of the family,” he said. The trust, named as 
Shri Ram Janambhoomi Teerth Shetra, will include 15 
trustees out of which one trustee will always be from 
Dalit society, said Union Home Minister Amit Shah.  
Congratulating Modi, Shah in a tweet also added that 
the trust will be independent to take every decision 
related to the temple and 67 acres of land will be 
transferred to it. The move bears significance in the 
wake of November 9 judgment of the Supreme Court 
which allowed construction of a Ram Temple at the 
disputed site in Ayodha. The apex court also ordered 
handing over of a 5-acre plot to Uttar Pradesh Sunni 
Waqf Board and setting up of a trust for construction 
of the Ram temple.

Cabinet clears Trust for construction 
of Ram Temple in Ayodhya, to 
include trustee from Dalit Society

Scrapping J&K’s special status ‘fatal 
mistake’ by PM Modi, says Imran Khan

New Delhi, Agency. 

Continuing his tirade against Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi over the 
scrapping of special status to J&K, 
Pakistan PM Imran Khan called the 
move “a fatal mistake”. Khan, who was 
addressing the Legislative Assembly in 
Muzaffarabad, said Modi was voted back 
to power with a huge mandate in 2019 
because he made Pakistan a scapegoat 
in the election. “Modi made a fatal 
mistake, one that he could not step back 
from…He cannot go back from where 
he has taken India. The genie of Hindu 
nationalism is out of the bottle and it 
cannot be put back,” Khan was quoted as 
saying by PTI. 

The Pakistan Prime Minister further 
claimed that Modi’s “annexation of 
Kashmir would finally result in its 
independence,” Dawn reported. The 
special status conferred upon the 
erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir 
under Article 370 was revoked on 
August 5 and the issue has been raised 

time and again by Khan at various 
international forums. “It is my faith that 
Kashmir will become free after August 
5 action by Modi. If he had not taken 
this step, we would not have been able 
to highlight it to the world,” Imran Khan 
said and added that it was “his duty” to 
inform the world about it. Reacting to 
Modi’s statement that the Indian Army 
would need not more than “a week to 10 
days” to defeat the neighbouring country 
in case of another war, Khan said, “No 
normal man can say such a thing.” 

Modi had made the statement while 
addressing the National Cadet Corps in 
New Delhi last month. Asserting that 
that world’s focus on Kashmir should not 
be diverted, Khan claimed, “Either they 
(India) will launch false flag operation 
or launch a crackdown in Kashmir 
by using the threat of terrorism.” He 
also said that he had spoken thrice to 
US President Donald Trump on the 
issue and demanded immediate lifting 
of restrictions and communications 
blockade in the Valley.

New Delhi, Agency. 

Congress general secretary Priyanka Gandhi Vadra on 
Wednesday lashed out at the Narendra Modi-led BJP 
government over the continuing house arrest of two 
former chief ministers in Jammu and Kashmir, asking 
if “India is still a democracy”. In a tweet this morning, 
Priyanka Gandhi wrote, “It’s been six months since two 
Ex-Chief Ministers have been incarcerated without 
any charges and millions of people were locked down 
in J&K. Six months ago we were asking how long this 
will carry on? Now we are asking whether we are still a 
democracy or not.” 

Politicians, social activists, lawyers and businessmen 
in the Valley were detained after the Centre revoked 
provisions of Article 370 on August 5 and split up the 
erstwhile state of J&K into two union territories. While 
few local politicians were released, Omar Abdullah, 
along with two other chief ministers – his father 
Farooq Abdullah and Peoples Democratic Party chief 
Mehbooba Mufti – remain under arrest. On January 15, 
Omar Abdullah was shifted to a house near his official 
residence from Hari Nivas as the J&K administration 
planned to use the premises to accommodate a 
ministerial delegation from the Centre visiting the 
Valley. Farooq Abdullah is the only mainstream 

politician against whom the stringent Public Safety 
Act (PSA) was slapped on September 17 for a period of 
three months, which was renewed on December 16 last 
year. Last month, an unverified picture of former chief 
minister of Jammu and Kashmir Omar Abdullah went 
viral on social media. It showed him smiling in a snow-
covered jacket and sporting an unkempt greyish beard.

‘Is India still a democracy?’: Priyanka 
Gandhi Vadra on J-K ex-CMs detention

New Delhi, Agency. 

The Election Commission Wednesday 
slapped a 24-hour campaign ban on 
BJP MP Parvesh Sahib Singh Verma for 
his “terrorist” remark against Delhi 
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal. 

Singh had made the remark during 
an interview with CNN TV18 channel. 
While he had denied the allegations 
against him, Singh had said that 
the video did not reflect the correct 
picture. The polling body, however, 
said it was of the considered view 
that Singh made vitriolic aspersions 
against Kejriwal, which violate the 
provisions of clause (2) of Part-1 of 
the Model Code of Conduct. This is 
the second time that Singh, the MP 
from West Delhi, has been penalised 

by the polling body. Earlier, Singh 
was barred from campaigning for 
96 hours after he told news agency 
ANI that protesters at Shaheen Bagh 
will “enter your homes and rape your 
sisters and daughters”. The EC, under 
the Article 324 of the Constitution, 
barred Singh from holding any public 
meetings, public processions, public 
rallies, roadshows and interviews, 
public utterance in media (electronic, 
print, social media) in connection 
with the Delhi Assembly elections 
for a period of 24 hours starting 6.00 
pm on 5th February 2020. Singh also 
held a placard outside the Parliament 
premises, earlier in the day, which 
read, “Arvind Kejriwal wants to 
instigate riots in Delhi”.

BJP MP Parvesh Verma gets EC ban for 
‘terrorist’ remark against Kejriwal
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Punjab set to suffer Rs 900-crore loss due 
to Centre slashing fertiliser subsidy

Bhutan trip gets costlier for Indians as 
Himalayan nation prioritises its ecology

Jalandhar, Agency. 

A REDUCTION in fertiliser subsidy by over 
Rs 9,000 crore as announced in the Union 
Budget is expected to hit Punjab’s farming 
community hard. The state, which is the 
biggest consumer of ‘fertilisers per hectare’ 
in the country, is set to lose almost Rs 900 
crore on subsidy even if prices remain the 
same as they are now. The subsidy amount 
on fertilisers has been slashed from Rs 
79,996 crore in the 2019-20 budget to 
Rs 70,139 crore in the one presented last 
Friday a reduction of Rs 9,857 crore or 12.4 
per cent. Punjab with just 1.56 per cent 
area of the country has been using 9 per 
cent of the total fertilisers, which include di-
ammonium phosphate (DAP), urea, Muriate 
of Potash (MOP) and Super, used in India. It 
is the highest usage per hectare. Punjab’s 
loss would come to around Rs 887 crore, 
which is 9 per cent of the total reduction of 
Rs 9,857 crore in the subsidy amount. 

Experts said even this amount may go 
up if fertiliser rates go up. Currently in 
Punjab, there is a subsidy of Rs 10,000 to 
12,000 per metric tonne (depending on 
fertilisers making plants) on urea. As a 
result, farmers were paying Rs 5,900 per 

metric tonne for urea. Similarly, farmers 
were getting Rs 502 subsidy per 50 kg bag 
of DAP. “When the total subsidy amount 
on fertilisers has been decreased in the 
Budget, then certainly farmers need to 
pay more from their pockets even if the 
rates of fertilisers remain same and if the 
rates go up, it would cost them even more,” 
said Joint Director, Fertilisers, Agriculture 
Department, Jagtar Singh Brar. He added 
that Punjab is the highest consumer of 

fertilisers and so it would naturally bear 
the highest cut on the subsidy share too. 
“Diesel and farm machinery are already 
going up and now this cut on fertilisers 
subsidy will burn our pockets more at a 
time when crop prices are not increasing 
as the same pace as input cost,” said 
farmer Jagjit Singh from Jalandhar, adding 
that the government is hardly concerned 
about farmers. “Punjab is the granary of 
the country and because of our farmers, 

the country could have a full grain stock. 
But the Centre is giving no concession to 
the state where there is Rs 1 lakh crore 
debt on farmers filling the stomachs 
of the entire country for decades,” said 
Jagmohan Singh, general secretary of BKU 
Dakaunda. “The government is talking 
about Zero Budget natural farming 
(without use of fertilisers) and organic 
farming, in which organic fertilisers can 
be used. But what support has it been 
providing to them in terms of financial 
aid?” asked a senior officer of the Organic 
Farming Council Of Punjab, requesting 
anonymity. “There is a huge gap in the 
government’s saying and doing while it 
comes to implementing organic farming,” 
the officer added. The state consumes 
around 35.33 Lakh Metric Tonnes (LMT) 
of fertiliser annually, which includes 6.70 
LMT DAP in both rabi and kharif seasons 
and 26.83 LMT of urea in both seasons. 
Apart from this, 1.80 LMT of MOP and 
Super are used across the year. Punjab’s 
farmers are using 245 kg fertilisers per 
hectare per crop. The Union Budget was 
read out by Finance Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman on February 1.

New Delhi, Agency. 

In accordance with the Supreme Court 
verdict in the Ayodhya land dispute case, 
the Uttar Pradesh government Wednesday 
allotted a 5-acre plot to the Sunni Waqf 
Board for the construction of a new 
mosque in Ayodhya district.UP Cabinet 
Minister Shrikant Sharma said the land was 
in Dhannipur village along the Lucknow-
Ayodhya highway, about 18 kilometres 
from the district headquarters. He said the 
area was good not just from a connectivity 
point of view, but also communal harmony 
and law and order. 

Earlier in the day, the Union Cabinet 
approved the formation of a trust for the 
construction of a Ram Temple on the 67 
acres of disputed land. Announcing the 
decision, Prime Minister Narendra Modi, 
sporting a saffron muffler in the Lok Sabha, 
said the government was moving forward 
with ‘sabka sath sabka vikas’ policy so that 
everyone was happy. The trust, named as 
Shri Ram Janambhoomi Teerth Shetra, 
will include 15 trustees of which one will 
always be from the Dalit society. It will 
have complete autonomy over the temple, 

and the 67 acres which will be transferred 
to it. The Centre’s decision too is as per 
orders from the Supreme Court. The 
government had until February 9, 2020 
three months from the apex court’s verdict 
to form the Trust. In November last year, 
the Supreme Court had paved the way for 
the construction of a Ram Temple by a 
trust at the disputed site at Ayodhya and 
directed the Centre to allot an alternative 
5 acre plot to the Sunni Waqf Board for 
building a new mosque at a “prominent” 
place in the holy town in Uttar Pradesh.

New Delhi, Agency. 

The government on Wednesday said there is no proposal 
to link social media profiles of users with their Aadhaar 
numbers and asserted that steps are being taken to curb 
the spreading of fake news and pornography through 
social media platforms. Electronics and Information 
Technology Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad also said that 
pornography, particularly child pornography, is a “serious 
menace” and measures 
are being taken to curb 
it. “Revenge porn is also 
rising in the country”, he 
told Lok Sabha during 
Question Hour. According 
to him, the government 
has taken several steps 
to keep a check on the 
spread of fake news, 
pornographic and anti-
national content via 
social media platforms. 
“There is no proposal with the Ministry of Electronics 
and Information Technology (MeitY) to link social media 
profiles of users with their Aadhaar number(s),” Prasad 
said in a written reply. His response was to a question on 
whether the government proposes to formulate any policy 
to link the social media profile of users with their Aadhaar 
numbers. Speaker Om Birla said there has to be a serious 
discussion on issues related to social media. Agreeing with 
him, Prasad said there has to be a discussion on the issue in 
the House on social media misuse.

New Delhi, Agency. 

A visit to Bhutan will get dearer for Indian 
tourists, with the Bhutanese government 
imposing a “sustainable development 
fee” as the Himalayan nation endeavours 
to preserve its ecology. The development 
comes amid a spike in visitors from 
India  who have been so far exempt from 
the levy. News agency AFP reported 
Wednesday that Bhutan’s lower house 
of Parliament passed legislation that 
requires visitors from India, Bangladesh, 
and the Maldives to pay a fee of 1,200 
ngultrums (Rs 1200.17) per day from July 
onwards. As of now, all foreign tourists to 
Bhutan, with the exception of Indians, 
Bangladeshis, and Maldivians have to 
shell out  $250 per person per day during 
the peak season and $200 per person per 
day during the low season. 

The low season is in the winter from 
December to February, and during the 
rains from June to August. The tourists 
from the three countries can travel visa-
free to Bhutan and are not subject to the 
minimum expenditure floor of $200/250. 
As a result, Indian tourists have the 
flexibility to set their own travel budgets, 
including budgets for stay and food. 
As per an AFP report, Bhutan received 
200,000 visitors from neighbouring 
countries, up nearly 10 per cent from 

2017, sparking fears that it was on its 
way to become just another mass tourism 
destination. However, as a consequence of 
the Bhutanese government’s decision, the 
newly built ‘budget hotels’ for an increasing 
number of Indian tourists are expected to 
lose business.  The chairman of Bhutan’s 
hotel and restaurants association, Sonam 
Wangchuk, told AFP that newly built 
budget hotels accommodating the surge 
in Indian visitors would now go bust. “We 
have shared our concerns and sentiments 
to the government. But despite that 
they still went ahead with the decision,” 
Wangchuk told AFP. Tandi Dorji, Bhutan’s 
foreign minister and Tourism Council head, 
was quoted as saying that the government 
would consider fiscal incentives if the new 
fee affected the hotel sector.

Mumbai, New Delhi

National Award-winning filmmaker Rima Das 
to be part of Generation 14plus International 
Jury at the prestigious Berlin International 
Film Festival 2020. The other jury members 
for the 14plus category are Iran’s Abbas Amini 
and South Africa’s Jenna Bass.  Sharing her 
joy Rima Das says, “Being on the jury of Berlin 
International Film Festival is a huge honour and 
responsibility. I feel blessed that I have got this 
opportunity at an early stage in my journey. 

It’s only last year that Bulbul Can Sing was 
part of Generation 14 Plus. This is even more 
special since the Generation section showcases 
films for children and youth, which are very close 
to my heart. I hope more filmmakers in India 
as well are inspired to make films for children 
and youth.” Berlinale is one of the most sought-
after international film festivals for filmmakers 
and film lovers. Rima Das returns as a jury 
member after her film Bulbul Can Sing received 
the ‘Special Mention’ by the Generation 14plus 
International Jury at the Berlin International 

Film Festival 2019. After having a dream run at 
film festivals and theatres, Village Rockstars and 
Bulbul Can Sing, her National Award-winning 
films recently released on Netflix on 15th 
January 2020 A self-taught filmmaker, Rima Das 
dons multiple hats of screenwriter, producer, 
director, cinematographer and editor for her 
films. Best known for making indigenous and 
realistic films with non-professional actors, her 

films strike a chord with people across the globe. 
Her film Village Rockstars screened at over 80 
film festivals around the world and bagged over 
50 Awards including the National Film Awards 
as the Best Feature Film in India 2018 and was 
India’s Official Entry to Oscars 2019. Bulbul Can 
Sing, her recent film was screened at over 40 
prestigious film festivals across the world and 
won 14 awards. Her first feature Man With The 
Binoculars (Antardrishti) premiered in the First 
Feature Competition at Tallinn Black Nights 
Film Festival 2016 and at MAMI Mumbai Film 
Festival.  GQ India named Rima Das as one of 
the Most Influential Young Indians of 2018. She 
is one of the Brand Ambassadors of Toronto 
International Film Festivals ‘Share Her Journey’ 
campaign that champions the cause of gender 
equality in cinema. She has been on the jury for 
the prestigious section at Mumbai International 
Film Festival and Zlin Film Festival for Children 
& Youth. Currently, Rima Das also manages 
Mumbai-based production house, Flying River 
Films which supports local and independent 
filmmakers in the region.

National Award-winning filmmaker, Rima Das will be on the jury 
of Generation 14plus at Berlin International Film Festival 2020

Mumbai, Agency. 

Backing the Citizenship Amendment Act 
(CAA) with some riders, Chief Minister 
Uddhav Thackeray on Wednesday said that 
there is no need to pass a resolution against 
the CAA in the state assembly stating that the 
law is to give citizenship and not to remove 
anyone from the country. Thackeray’s 
statement comes after the Congress-ruled 
states were asked to pass a resolution 
against CAA. However, Thackeray has said 
that he will not allow the implementation 
of National Register of Citizens (NRC) in the 
state. In an interview to the party mouthpiece 
Saamana, Thackeray said that there are 
certain “misunderstandings” about CAA 
that needs to be cleared. “CAA is not a law to 
remove someone from the country. (Union 
Home Minister) Amit Shah has said that it 
is to give citizenship. And I agree with it to 
that extent. It is to give citizenship to those 
persecuted minorities from neighbouring 
countries and not to remove anyone from 
the country,” said Thackeray. 

He, however, raised the questions on why 
the union government is not revealing the 
figures about number of people from the 
persecuted minorities from neighbouring 
countries wants to come to India and about 
the burden these people would put on the 
urban and rural areas. “How many people 
wants to come to India? Why are you not 
revealing the figure? Where will you house 
them when the persecuted Hindu minorities 
are taken in our country? Will they be 
given houses under Prime Minister Awas 
Yojana (PMAY)? What are the plans for their 

employment and the education of their 
children? We have the right to know all these 
things,” said Thackeray adding that the Centre 
should announce whether it will provide place 
for their rehabilitation in Kashmir. Thackeray 
also criticized the NRC saying that it will 
create troubles and will question roots of 
people from all religions including Hindu. “It 
is not that the NRC is troublesome for Muslims 
only. In fact, NRC will not come. We will not let 
it come. If BJP decides to implement the NRC, 
it will create problems not only for Muslims 
but for all of us, Hindus and the people from 
all the religions,” he said. “Proving citizenship 
will be difficult for Hindus and Muslims. I will 
not let NRC to come in. As Chief Minister or 
without Chief Minister, I will not allow anyone 
to take away anybody’s rights,” Thackeray 
added. When asked whether Sena’s stand is 
still same about throwing infiltrators from 
Pakistan and Bangladesh out of country, 
Thackeray said that this stand was taken by 
Sena founder Balasaheb Thackeray. “Nobody 
should take credit for it. This is not our new 
stand. For just a few pecent of fake currency 
notes, you demonetised the currency notes. 
Similarly, you are making the entire country 
stand in queue for few percent of infiltrators. 
This government has strange policy of 
keeping the people always under tension,” he 
added. Speaking on the National Investigation 
Agency (NIA) taking over the investigation in 
the Elgar Parishad case, Thackeray expressed 
“surprise” on it saying that state government 
should have been taken into confidence. 
“I don’t see anything wrong in it but it is 
surprising. They should have taken a review 
about the investigation,” he said.

Amritsar, Agency. 

A two-member team of Gujarat Police’s 
Anti-Terrorism Squad (ATS) reached 
Amritsar Tuesday to join Punjab Police’s 
investigations into the recovery of 194 kg 
heroin worth Rs 2,000 crore from a house 
in the district last week, officials said. 
Authorities believe that the heroin seized 
by Punjab Police’s Special Task Force 
(STF) on January 31 was part of a 300-kg 
consignment that they suspect had reached 
Mandvi coast in Gujarat in 2018. “A two-
member team of inspector rank officers 
of Gujarat ATS has reached here and will 
join us in the investigation. It will help us 
track the drug consignment. We have also 
sought certain details pertaining to their 
case (300 kg heroin smuggling case),” 
an STF officer said. As per an STF official 
privy to the investigations, the Gujarat ATS 
had been on the trail of Simranjit Sindh 
Sandhu, a resident of Ranjit Avenue in 
Amritsar and a proclaimed offender. He is 
believed to the alleged kingpin being the 
drug racket busted by STF and was also 
wanted in the 300-kg heroin smuggling 
case registered in Gujarat. Sandhu was 
arrested recently in Italy on the basis of 
a red corner notice (RCN) issued by the 
Interpol on request of Gujarat ATS. While 
the Gujarat ATS traced the entry of 300 
kg heroin into India via Gujrat coast in 
August 2018, it could recover only 5 kg of 
the contraband. An STF official said that 
Sandhu was the brains behind getting the 
contraband to Punjab in trucks after it 
had landed in Gujarat from Pakistan. After 
his name came up in the Gujarat case, 
Sandhu fled to Australia via Nepal before 
flying Italy where he was arrested by the 
Interpol Earlier, the STD had arrested six 
people, including an Afghanistan national 
and a woman, after recovering the heroin 
from Amritsar House. 

No need to pass resolution against CAA in assembly, will 
not allow implementation of NRC : Uddhav Thackeray

Gujarat ATS joins 
Punjab STF in probing 

194-kg heroin haul

No proposal to link social 
media users’ profiles 
with Aadhaar : Govt

Uttar Pradesh govt allots 5 acres of land to 
Sunni Waqf Board to build mosque in Ayodhya

Lucknow, Agency.

People’s Conference leader Sajjad Lone and 
PDP youth wing president Waheed Parra 
were Wednesday shifted from the MLAs 
hostel to their residences, where they will 
continue to remain under house arrest. Both 
leaders were placed in detention in the wake 
of the abrogation of Article 370 in August 
2019. They were among several politicians, 
lawyers, businessmen, and activists in the 
Valley who were placed under detention after 
Centre revoked Article 370 and scrapped the 
special status to Jammu and Kashmir. 

After the release of Lone and Parra, 13 
political leaders now remain detained at 
the MLA hostel in Srinagar which has been 
temporarily converted into a subsidiary jail. 
The Jammu and Kashmir administration had 
on Tuesday released two leaders  former PDP 
MLA from Wachi in south Kashmir Aijaz Ahmad 
Mir and trade leader Shakeel Ahmed Qalandar, 
who is former president of the Federation 
Chamber of Industries, Kashmir. Since Sunday, 
a total of eight leaders have been released from 
preventive custody. Sajad Lone, whose father 
Abdul Gani Lone was killed by militants in 
2002, had met Prime Minister Narendra Modi 

in November 2014. He had called Modi his 
“elder brother” and after the Assembly polls, 
was made a minister in the PDP-BJP coalition 
government from the BJP’s quota. Lone was also 
instrumental in the conduct of panchayat and 
local body polls after the NC and PDP decided to 
boycott the civic polls last year. Lone, however, 
strongly opposed New Delhi’s moves to tamper 
with J&K’s status. Days ahead of New Delhi’s 
move, he was part of the all-party meet in 
Srinagar that had called “any fiddling with J&K’s 
special status an aggression against the people 
of the state”. Former chief ministers Omar 
Abdullah, Mehbooba Mufti and Farooq Abdullah 
remain in detention. Farooq Abdullah is the 
only mainstream politician against whom the 
stringent Public Safety Act (PSA) was slapped 
on September 17 for a period of three months, 
which was renewed on December 16 last year.

Sajjad Lone, Waheed Parra released 
from detention, under house arrest
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Govt’s three errors of DeMo, flawed GST, squeeze on 
banks, sent economy in tailspin :  Chidambaram

Vijay Kumar, New Delhi

The monumental blunder of 
demonetization, a flawed GST and 
putting the squeeze on banks were 
the three major errors committed 
by the government that sent the 
economy into a tailspin, senior 
Congress leader P Chidambaram said 
on Wednesday. Addressing students 
at the Shri Ram College of Commerce 
here, the former finance minister also 
said that the country was heading 
towards another “listless” year in 
terms of economic growth. “We will 
limp along. But if there is a crisis 
problem in the Middle East, a war or a 
trade war between the US and China, 
is there a plan B that the government 
has?” he asked. 

Pointing out that the government 
has itself set a “pessimistic” target 
of 10 per cent nominal growth, 
Chidambaram said the real growth 
would at best be around five per 
cent. “The growth rate has declined 
for the last six quarters. If the 7th 
quarter also shows decline then it 
means that the slide persists and 
we are yet to see light at the end of 
the tunnel, we are still in the tunnel,” 
he said. Chidambaram said it is the 
Opposition that has been giving the 
reasons for the economic slowdown 
when the explanation should have 
come from the government. Giving 
various economic figures, he said all 

the numbers point towards a “limping 
economy”. Explaining the reasons for 
the economic “decline”, Chidambaram 
said the “monumental blunder” of 
demonetisation, the hurried and 
flawed implementation of the Goods 
and Services Tax which led to “chaos”, 
and “putting the squeeze” on banks 
so much that the bankers stopped 
lending, were the “three major errors 
because of which economy has gone 
into a tailspin”. All the key sectors such 
as mining, manufacturing, electricity, 
coal, crude oil and gas are performing 
poorly, he said, adding that the visible 
signs of the slowdown are most 
apparent in the automobile sector.
Chidambaram said most importantly 
the economy was demand-constrained 

which was also pulling down investment 
and needed to be vitalized. He said the 
government’s move to revive demand 
by cutting Corporate Tax was flawed 
as what was needed was to put money 
in the hands of the people. Instead of 
the cutting corporate tax, if they had 
given relief in GST, that would have left 
money in the hands of millions and that 
would have led to investment, he said.
He said one way of putting money in 
the hands of the people was to put more 
money in schemes such as MGNREGA 
and PM-KISAN. But, unfortunately the 
government has announced cuts in the 
budget of such schemes for the next 
fiscal, he said. The government has 
missed a huge opportunity to revive the 
economy, he added.

New Delhi Correspondent. 

1 crore compensation to families of Safai Karamcharis who 
die on duty, doorstep delivery of rations and 24x7 markets 
on a pilot basis in key commercial areas are among the main 
promises of the 28-point Delhi Assembly election manifesto 
released by the AAP on Tuesday. Delhi Jan Lokpal Bill, Delhi 
Swaraj Bill and doorstep delivery of ration were the top 
three promises in the manifesto. “₹1 crore compensation 
will be given to families of Safai Karamcharis who die on 

duty,” AAP senior leader Manish Sisodia said at a press 
conference. The manifesto also promises spoken English, 
personality development and soft skills classes for students 
who have passed out of school, to increase their employment 
opportunities. Also, the manifesto promises Burari, Kirari, 
Bijwasan, Narela, Karawal Nagar, Mangoluri and other 
places to be connected to the metro network, which will 
be increased to over 500 km. “I want to tell the BJP: people 
of Delhi want the BJP to declare the CM face. I’m ready to 
debate with that CM face. The debate can be at any place,” 
AAP national convenor Arvind Kejriwal said at the launch of 
the manifesto and gave time till 1 p.m. for the BJP.

Doorstep delivery of rations, 24x7 
markets among AAP’s promises

Chanchal Singh, New Delhi

Three days after Delhi Police arrested a 
25-year-old man for allegedly firing two shots 
in the air at the protest site in Shaheen Bagh, 
the investigating agency has not been able to 
ascertain the motive, they told a Delhi court 
Tuesday. Kapil Baisala, the accused, was 
arrested from Shaheen Bagh Saturday and 
sent to two-day police custody Sunday. 

He was produced before Chief Metropolitan 
Magistrate Gurmohina Kaur Tuesday, where 
police asked for four-day custody. The court 
granted police two more days of custody. In 
videos shot by eyewitnesses, Kapil can be heard 
saying “Jai Shri Ram” and “hamaare desh mein 
kisi ki nahi chalegi, sirf Hinduon ki chalegi (No 
one except Hindus will have their way in our 
country)”. In their remand application, police 
said, “He is to be interrogated to know the exact 
motive of firing. He is changing his version 
again and again, and not fully cooperating… His 
father and brother are deliberately avoiding 
joining the investigation…” Police said that 

Kapil was active on social media platforms 
and that they needed his custody to “verify his 
social media accounts to ascertain the persons 
or groups he was connected with”. Arguing 
that they had just a day to investigate the case, 
police submitted to the court: “Identity of the 
supplier of the recovered firearm is yet to be 
ascertained and the accused has not disclosed 
his complete details so far. He is misguiding the 
investigation by changing his version…again 
and again.”Police said they have so far managed 

to ascertain that the weapon was procured 
from Bihar. They also submitted that Kapil 
had “purposely deleted his WhatsApp 
account”. However, the account has now 
been restored, but it couldn’t be analysed 
due to lack of time, police said. When the 
court asked what the Crime Branch had 
done in the last two days, they said that 
Kapil’s motorcycle has been seized, and 
they have begun interrogating Kapil’s 
friend, who accompanied him to Shaheen 
Bagh. They were also scrutinising his 
friend’s WhatsApp data. Police claimed 

Kapil is “associated with various groups 
on WhatsApp and he is to be interrogated 
regarding other members of these groups, 
keeping in view of a larger conspiracy… He is to 
be interrogated against several conversations/
chats/call recordings, etc, found present 
in their mobile phones, which are to be 
thoroughly scrutinised.” Kapil was represented 
by his lawyers, M S Sisodia and Akhil Rexwal, 
who opposed his further custody, arguing that 

New Delhi Correspondent. 

As many as five people three men and two women 
admitted to the ITBP facility in Chhawla Camp have 
been sent to Safdarjung Hospital for observation. There 
are 406 people admitted in the quarantine facility. 
“All five of them have been sent to the hospital for 
observation. It is just a precautionary measure,” said 
Vivek Pandey, spokesperson, ITBP. Meanwhile, another 
five persons, who were kept in isolation at the Manesar 
facility after showing symptoms of cough and cold, have 
tested negative for the virus. According to officials, the 
team of army doctors and officers are interacting with 
students on a regular basis to know their problems and 
keep them motivated. 

“Residents are provided with TV facilities, carrom 
boards and cards for indoor recreation. Many of them 
are also playing volleyball. Laundry is set up in the camp 
itself with the complete set changed every second day. 
The linen is dipped in hypochlorite and then washed 
with hot water and dried in sun. Rooms are fumigated 
with a strong disinfectant,” said an official. Meanwhile, 
the centre-run RML hospital admitted another 

suspected coronavirus patient Tuesday morning. A 
38-year-old man, who returned to the country on 
February 2 after staying in China for last 12 years, was 
admitted to the hospital on Tuesday. “The sample has 
been sent and the reports are awaited. There are seven 
suspected patients admitted in the hospital,” said Smriti 
Tiwari, spokesperson, RML.

‘Motive unclear’, police get two-day 
custody of Shaheen Bagh shooter

Coronavirus: Five China evacuees moved 
to Safdarjung hospital for observation

Dec 16 gangrape case : Delhi HC rejects Centre’s 
plea against postponing convicts’ execution

Mukesh Kumar Thakur, New Delhi. 

The Delhi High Court on Wednesday 
rejected the Centre’s plea against a trial 
court decision postponing the execution 
of the four December 16 gangrape-
murder case convicts. The court asked 
the convicts to exhaust all their legal 
remedies available in one week, failing 
which the authorities can take further 
steps. The HC said the death warrant 
be commuted together, as the convicts 
of the same crime cannot be hanged 
separately. Justice Suresh Kumar Kait 
said: “It cannot be disputed that the 
crime was horrible, ghastly, coupled 
with bone-chilling effect and had shaken 
the conscience of the nation.” 

The court also expressed 
displeasure over the government and 
other authorities failing to take steps 
since May 2017, when the Supreme 
Court had upheld the death sentences. 
“All authorities were waiting and 
sleeping since May 2017,” the bench 
said. Meanwhile, law minister Ravi 
Shankar Prasad assured Lok Sabha 
that the convicts will be hanged soon. 
“We are very strict…justice will be 

given to her. Convicts will be hanged 
soon,” Prasad said in the House on 
Wednesday. Last week Friday, a trial 
court had postponed the execution of 
the death warrants against the four 
convicts, saying the country cannot 
afford to discriminate against a 
death row convict in pursuit of legal 
remedies. Appearing for the Centre, 

Solicitor General Tushar Mehta had 
told Justice Suresh Kait that there 
was a deliberate, calculated and well-
thought-of design by the death row 
convicts to “frustrate mandate of law” 
by getting their execution delayed. “Not 
hanging the convicts will send a wrong 
message to the society at large,” the SG 
further said, adding that “the execution 

of its executive power is at stake”. He 
also cited last year’s alleged police 
“encounter” in Hyderabad and said the 
public celebration of the killing of all 
four accused in the rape-murder case 
was indicative of “depreciation in the 
country’s judicial system”. 

All four accused in the rape and 
murder of a Hyderabad veterinarian 
were shot dead by the Telangana Police 
in December last year when they were 
taken to the site to recreate the crime 
scene. Arguing that the Centre should 
have approached the Supreme Court 
against the trial court order, Senior 
advocate Rebecca M John, appearing for 
convict Mukesh, had said the authority 
to approach for execution is Government 
of National Capital Territory of Delhi 
(GNCTD) and not the Union Of India. 
“You may hang me. But no one has 
the right to condemn me for working 
within the legal framework,” she said. 
On December 16, 2012, a 23-year-old 
woman was gangraped and assaulted 
inside a moving bus in south Delhi by six 
persons, before being thrown out on the 
road. She died on December 29, 2012 at 
a hospital in Singapore.

New Delhi Correspondent. 

Five days after around 100 masked persons went on a 
rampage inside the JNU campus for around four hours on 
January 5, leaving 36 students, teachers and staff injured, 
the Delhi Police had released the names of “nine suspects” 
all students. But a month later, a special investigation 
team of the Delhi Police Crime Branch has not been able 
to identify a single attacker they can arrest with evidence. 
An SIT team comprising 20 police personnel is working 
round-the-clock and has made a camp office inside 
the admin block of JNU. “The SIT has so far questioned 
67 people, including 10 suspects, whose pictures were 
released by the SIT’s chief, DCP Joy Tirkey, during his first 
press conference. Since then, no briefing has been called 
by him. The SIT has recorded the statements of injured 
students, teachers, wardens, security guards and the 
students against whom allegations were made,” a senior 
police officer said. 

Sources said most of the statements given to them had 
one thing in common that the “attackers were wearing 
masks and they don’t know anything about them”. “Some 
of the injured students have alleged they were beaten 
up by students who belonged to Left outfits. The same 
allegations were made by the rival groups. After their 
questioning, around nine names came and we questioned 
them too, but we don’t have any evidence against them. 
We are now trying to gather some evidence which will 
corroborate their involvement in the violence,” an officer 
said. Sources said it had come to fore during probe that a 
back-up of CCTV footage of the campus was available and 
SIT retrieved the data with the help of experts of Forensic 
Science Laboratory (FSL). “The footage has been given to 
FSL. Police have sent a letter to Google, after giving the 
email addresses of several students and members of the 
WhatsApp groups ‘Unity Against Left’ and ‘Friends of RSS’, 
to seek details of their messages, pictures and videos. It is 
learnt that police believe the back-up of these messages 
may be available with the email account,” the officer said.

The SIT has questioned students Akshat Awasthi and 
Rohit Shah in connection with the January 5 violence 

on JNU campus. “They were questioned separately for 
around three hours each and both of them denied their 
involvement in any type of violence. The SIT summoned 
them after a TV news channel conducted a sting operation 
in which both the first-year students of JNU claimed 
to be ABVP members and ‘confessed’ their role in the 
violence,” police sources said. During the questioning, the 
duo reportedly told police that they were approached by 
some people who assured them help in getting a national 
profile in the students’ union and asked them about their 
role in the incident. “Awasthi claimed before police that 
he was sleeping in his room when the attack happened at 
Sabarmati Hostel. Just for self-adulation, they exaggerated 
their involvement. They also informed police that they 
have filed a complaint against the TV news channel for 
allegedly cheating them by conducting a sting operation,” 
police sources said.Earlier, the SIT tried to summon 
another student, Komal Sharma, whom they served a 
notice over the phone and asked to join the investigation. 
However, she has not complied and her phone is switched 
off. Police had identified Sharma as the masked woman 
seen in purported videos of the violence.

Month on, JNU probe stalled, 
evidence hard to come by

“Some of the injured students have 
alleged they were beaten up by 

students who belonged to Left outfits. 
The same allegations were made by the 

rival groups. After their questioning, 
around nine names came and we 

questioned them too, but we don’t have 
any evidence against them. We are now 
trying to gather some evidence which 
will corroborate their involvement in 

the violence,” an officer said.

New Delhi Correspondent. Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced in Lok Sabha Wednesday 
that the Union Cabinet has cleared the formation of a trust for the construction of Ram Temple 
in Ayodhya. The trust has been named as Shri Ram Janambhoomi Teerth Shetra. This was one 
of the rare occasions when the prime minister spoke in Lok Sabha before the Zero Hour. Since 
Parliament is in session, the government decided to inform the House on the important decision 
taken by the Cabinet. PM Modi added that the Uttar Pradesh government has agreed to give five 
acres of land to the Sunni Wakf Board as directed by the Supreme Court in Ayodhya matter.

After HC’s order, Prasad assures House Dec 16 gangrape convicts will be hanged soon
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Budget was expected to give positive impulses 
to the economy. It took no bold steps

P Vaidyanathan Iyer
Ahead of the Budget, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi had met a range of 
people  economists, analysts and 
industrialists  to understand why 
the economy was choking and the 
plumbing it required. He was told, 
by some who dared to, that a hard 
landing of the Indian economy has 
already happened: In just six quarters, 
the growth rate had almost halved 
from 8.1 per cent in January-March 
2018 to 4.5 per cent in July-September 
2019. The slowing cycle, of course, 
started way back in the last two years 
of the UPA government. But India 
Inc’s confidence was at its lowest ebb 
now, companies were sitting on piles 
of idle cash, suffering substantial 
capacity under-utilisation, and not 
planning any fresh investment in 
the near-to-mid-term. So, the least 
that was expected when Finance 
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman rose to 
present the Budget for 2020-21, was 
to give solid positive impulses to the 
economy.

Let us, for once, set aside the 
argument about the nature of the 
prolonged economic slowdown 
cyclical or structural. There are 
reasons to suggest there is a strong 
structural element to the slowdown 
and that more strategic thinking and 
hard reforms are required to catapult 
India back into a high-growth orbit. 
Of course, these will yield results only 
in the medium-to-long term, but in 
the very short-run, play a critical role 
in reviving confidence in the market 
place. But the government has lulled 
itself into imagining the slowdown is 
cyclical, and counter-cyclical policies  
fiscal and monetary can reverse the 
growth path. That be so, but has the 
government moved with conviction to 
pursue such policies? In the Economic 
Survey for 2019-20  the period 
when the economy slid sharply Chief 
Economic Adviser Krishnamurthy 
Subramanian advocated a counter-
cyclical fiscal policy by creating 
additional headroom for increased 
expenditure. But what actually 
happened in 2019-20, as revealed 
by the revised estimates for the 
year, offers some guidance on what 
to expect next year. Staring at a 
shortfall of a massive Rs 3 lakh crore 
in gross tax receipts in 2019-20, 
the government slashed current 
expenditure by 0.4 per cent of GDP for 
the year, and also reduced the transfer 
to states by 0.8 per cent of GDP. This 
despite the fact that it dipped into RBI 
reserves to realise an extra Rs 58,000 
crore. Cutting transfers to states 
certainly hurts growth more now than 
ever before. Over the last seven years, 

states’ spending, as a percentage of 
GDP, has increased significantly from 
just 14 per cent of GDP to about 18 per 
cent. Lower transfer to states mean 
lower spending by them, and reduced 
contribution to country’s economic 
growth. The sharp cuts in expenditure 
by the Centre, and a one-time windfall 
from the RBI notwithstanding, 
the government couldn’t meet its 
fiscal deficit target. The target was 
breached by a good 0.5 percentage 
points to 3.8 per cent of GDP for 
2019-20. Given the projections of a 
subdued real growth rate of under 6 
per cent for 2020-21, the government, 
in its wisdom, also decided to stick 
to a fiscal consolidation plan, and 
pare the deficit to 3.5 per cent of GDP 
in the coming year. This probably 
is the prime minister’s imprint on 
the Budget the big political call that 
spending more to impart a positive 
fiscal impulse to the economy is not 
worth the risk of a rating downgrade. 
The Budget, thus, ruled out a counter-
cyclical fiscal push, as is reflected in 
the funds allocated for major sectors 
and flagship programmes, including 
the National Rural Employment 
Guarantee Scheme. 

In the last year or so, much of 
the counter-cyclical monetary push 
has also yielded no dividend to the 
economy. The mess in the financial 
sector has festered long enough 
15 months, if not more. But the 
government has refused to address 
the elephant in the room a frozen 
credit market. Triggered by the 
falling of IL&FS, the non-banking 
finance sector faced one crisis after 
another. The heavy lifting by NBFCs, 
in terms of funding small businesses 
and retail consumers, suffered with 
no banks willing to lend to them 
following the crisis of confidence in 
the NBFC sector. P Chidambaram on 

Union Budget 2020: Brace yourself 
for an economy that will grow at an 
unsatisfactory rate in 2020-21 Banks 
were as it is saddled with bad loans, 
and bankers cringed in fear, not 
willing to lend. To top it all, policy 
rate cuts by the Reserve Bank of India 
meant little to nothing, since banks 
were not transmitting its benefits 
to companies and individuals. This 
continued logjam needed a solution 
long ago. The finance minister did take 
a number of small measures through 
the year, but it meant nothing. The 
credit market remains frozen. 

The markets are unable to 
distinguish between the good and 
the bad amongst NBFCs. It is critical 
to assess the asset quality of NBFCs 
to understand the extent of mess 
in individual companies, and look 
for solutions then. They could be 
provided capital to help turn around. 
Not all apples are rotten in the basket. 
The good ones need to be salvaged. 
This requires a political intervention. 
For all the big risks the prime minister 
has shown appetite for in the realm 
of society and politics, he chose not 
to risk anything for the economy. 
The government has turned more 
risk-averse than before since Rahul 
Gandhi’s “suit boot ki sarkaar” jibe. 
To reach a $5-trillion size by 2024-25, 
India needs to grow in double digits 
over the next five years. But forget 
that. Low growth is less jobs for the 
millions entering the workforce, and 
job losses too. It doesn’t take much 
time for the resulting unrest to spill 
onto the streets. Post script: To the 
punishment the stock markets meted 
out to a lacklustre Budget, which 
neither offered a coherent growth 
strategy nor any innovation, a senior 
government official wryly remarked: 
“The Sensex failed to appreciate 
things could have been worse.”

I recently received an Indian visitor who was surprised 
to see a bust of General Charles de Gaulle in my office. 
I chose it because this 20th-century French political 
figure theorised about the strategic autonomy of France. 
A country with the independence to make its own 
strategic choices. And that’s a vision we have shared 
with India since its Independence. It is thus with great 
satisfaction that I am visiting Lucknow today for the 
inauguration of DefExpo an exhibition as old as France 
and India’s strategic partnership which will again see a 
strong French representation in 2020. France’s seven 
biggest defence companies (Airbus, Dassault, MBDA, 
Naval Group, Nexter, Safran and Thalès) will be present, 
and around 15 SMEs will showcase their know-how of 
naval, land and air defence technologies, either at the 
French stand or with their Indian partners. Apart from 
the expertise of the French arms industry, this presence 
also marks France’s full commitment to supporting the 
Indian government’s Make in India programme in the 
defence sector. This is not a new-found commitment 
nor one of convenience, but is part of our longstanding 
bilateral relations. It is also in line with a certain idea 
that India and France have of themselves and their way 
of carrying weight in global matters that of building 
their strategic autonomy. The defence cooperation 
between our two countries can be traced back to the 
first few years following India’s Independence. As 
early as 1953, the Indian Air Force was equipped with 
a hundred Toofani fighter jets from Dassault, then the 
Mystère IV, which defended India in tough times. This 
marked the first page in the history of our cooperation 
in military aviation, which also recorded the supply 
of 60 Mirage 2000s in the 1980s whose performance 
continues at superlative levels; and, of course, the 
ongoing delivery of 36 Rafales on schedule. The first 
batch of aircraft, currently being used to train Indian 
pilots, will land at Air Force Station Ambala within 
a few months. Defence cooperation has been one of 
the fundamentals of the bilateral relationship, which 
enabled us to develop a close and ambitious strategic 
partnership for over 20 years. Today, that partnership 
has been deployed in the maritime domain, in support 
of our joint strategic vision for the maintenance of 
stability and security in the Indo-Pacific. As far as 
naval equipment is concerned, the Indian Navy has 
already commissioned two of the six submarines 
built in Mumbai as part of an industrial partnership 
between Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders Limited (MDL) 
and Naval Group. French companies will, of course, 
continue to be there to contribute to meeting needs for 
additional capabilities for the Indian Navy or the Indian 
Coast Guard. As for industrial cooperation, the French 
approach has always been, whenever possible, to offer 
partial indigenous production in India. France was 
largely a precursor with regard to Make in India, with 
HAL manufacturing the light helicopters Cheetah and 
Chetak, and BDL’s Milan anti-tank missile in India in 
the 1960s. It continues this policy today. The plant built 
under the Dassault Aviation and Reliance joint venture 
will enable, for example, the complete production of 
the Falcon 2000 business jet here in India by 2022. 
After the delivery of the first two Scorpene submarines, 
transfers of technology provided by the Naval Group 
enabled MDL to be solely in charge of building the next 
four submarines: The design of these submarines has 
thus become a largely Indian knowhow. Safran will 
soon inaugurate an aircraft wiring systems factory 
in Hyderabad and also build another major facility 
to manufacture LEAP turbofan engine components. 
Thales is investing massively in engineering works in 
Bengaluru, MBDA is building a plant in Coimbatore 
and French aeronautical equipment manufacturer 
Latécoère recently inaugurated a factory in Belgaum. 
Over 7,000 people, including 1,500 engineers, are 
currently employed in Airbus projects across the 
country. I could continue giving more such examples 
that show how Make in India has been and is a 
practice for French aeronautical and defence firms, 
both yesterday and today. I am convinced that these 
concrete industrial partnerships benefiting both our 
countries are the future of our defence relations. So is 
our industry. 
 -Vijay Kumar

Finally, the Prime Minister of India broke his silence on the 
ongoing protests against a discriminatory citizenship law at 
Shaheen Bagh among other places but only to sound off key. 
It is no “sanyog (coincidence)” that protesters have gathered 
at Seelampur, Jamia or Shaheen Bagh, PM Narendra Modi 
said, but a “prayog (experiment)”  “iske peeche rajneeti ka 
ek aisa design hai jo rashtra ke sauhard ko khandit karne 
ke iraade rakhta hai”, there is a design that aims to destroy 
amity in the country. That statement is problematic because 
it seeks to frame the democratic expression of opposition to 
a law passed by government as something sinister. It also 
appears to underline that the unseemly and downright 
inflammatory campaigning by the BJP ahead of the Delhi 
elections in the last few days and weeks is sanctioned 
and even encouraged by the party’s very top. If the prime 
minister, no less, frames the election as one between the BJP 
and conspirators against the nation, then Messrs Anurag 
Thakur, Yogi Adityanath, and Parvesh Sahib Singh Verma, 
who was fielded in Parliament by his party soon after being 
banned from campaigning for hate speech by the Election 
Commission, must not be seen as transgressors. They are 
loyal footsoldiers in a concerted assault on the norms of 
political civility. The BJP has fought nasty election campaigns 
before and even the PM himself has gone low in the past. 
In the Haryana campaign last year in October, he spoke of 
the main political opponent’s “chemistry” with Pakistan. In 
the Gujarat assembly election in 2017, he had alleged that a 
conspiracy was hatched with Pakistan, involving former PM 
Manmohan Singh, to defeat the BJP. And yet, the labelling and 
vilification of the protests against the CAA in the course of 
the campaign for Delhi is different, and worse. Here, the BJP 
and the PM are not just aiming barbs at their political rivals 
but also, and more, at the people. The anti-CAA protests 
that have erupted in Delhi and across the country and that 
are overwhelmingly peaceful and evidently leader-less are 
being relentlessly baited and targeted by the ruling party 
instead of being listened to or engaged with. By painting 
Shaheen Bagh as the den of “pro-Pakistan” “anti-nationals”, 
“jihadis” and “urban Naxals”, the BJP and its government are 
not just breaching democratic etiquette but also denying 
agency to all those who have questions about a law that has 
stoked widespread concerns that go to the heart of Indian 
identity, equality and citizenship. 

France is committed to 
support India’s Make in India 
enterprise in defence sector

The protest test

HGS Dhaliwal
It is every man’s business to see that 
justice is done. But, it is also true that 
the course of justice often prevents it. 
The long delay in hanging the convicts 
in the December 16 rape and murder 
case stands in stark contrast to the 
encounter killing of four rapists of a 
veterinary doctor in Telangana. The 
chasm between people’s perception 
of justice and the actual majesty of 
law as it unravels over trial, conviction 
and executions has been widening 
with each passing day of long-drawn 
trials and eventual implementation of 
the verdict. 

This is one of the biggest causative 
factors for the lynch-mob and justice-
at-hand mentality, even in minor 
accident offences involving transport 
vehicles. Post the December 16 and 
Telangana cases, there are no easy 
answers and solutions to tackle the 
root cause of the malaise of sexual 
assaults, which manifests first as 
a crime that essentially is not only 
an assault on an individual victim 
but also the psyche of all women. 
The massive support and adulation 
for the Telangana police personnel 
responsible for the encounter has to 
be seen against this backdrop. The 
delayed trials and the insensitivity 
of the criminal justice system leaves 
the victims and their families hapless 
and helpless. Often, for victims, the 
trauma of trial is more painful than 
the actual crime. In the age of social 
media, even those unaffected by the 
crime are equally outraged by the 
infirmities of the criminal justice 
system. This outrage portends well. 
Perhaps, this is the right moment for 
the state to negate the shortcomings 
in the criminal justice system which 

are resulting in widespread popular 
anger, often testing the limitations 
of state response and make common 
people participants once again in 
justice dispersal through the jury trial 
system. Jury trials have been quite 
popular and widely accepted in many 
other common law countries like the 
US, despite its criticism in well-known 

cases such as Scottsboro Boys, Emmett 
Till and Rodney King. The original 
provisions of the Indian Penal Code, 
1861 and Code of Criminal Procedure, 
1882 had a provision for jury trial. It 
was given a burial with the new Code 
of Criminal Procedure that came into 
force in 1974. The famous Nanavati 
case of 1959 hastened the demise of 

the jury trial system in India. However, 
the acute shortcomings of the 
conventional criminal justice system, 
evident in cases such as the December 
16 rape and murder, call for revisiting 
the merits of the jury trial system. In a 
multicultural and a multiracial country 
like India, with its motley of castes, 
ethnicities and interest groups, jury 
trials can have their own challenges, 
especially relating to composition 
of jury members. Sometimes, a jury 
trial can be akin to riding a ship into 
a storm. However, with the modern 
tools of artificial intelligence, smart 
algorithms and the availability of big 
data, especially due to widespread 
adoption of the common platform 
of Aadhaar across the country, all 
these challenges, which primarily 
relate to jury formation, can easily 
be overcome. The jury trials can also 
have the added benefit of sharing the 
workload of an already overburdened 
judicial system. These challenging 
times, when the entire edifice of 
criminal justice system is shaken and 
is being questioned by citizens for its 
lack of speed and sensitivity, call for a 
paradigm shift. 

This is the moment when the 
country wants to be judge, jury and 
executioner. A democracy based on the 
rule of law cannot allow the public to 
be the judge or executioner. However, 
people drawn from a diverse pool, 
who qualify on a set of well-defined 
parameters, including education, 
vocation, age, experience and other 
relevant criteria, can be members of 
the jury in “public interest” cases like 
the December 16 rape and murder 
and Telangana rape and murder. If 
there ever could be, this truly is the 
moment for the jury to decide for 
whom the bell tolls.

Infirmities and delays in criminal justice 
system strengthen the case for jury trials

The target was breached 
by a good 0.5 percentage 
points to 3.8 per cent of 

GDP for 2019-20. Given the 
projections of a subdued 
real growth rate of under 

6 per cent for 2020-21, the 
government, in its wisdom, 

also decided to stick to a 
fiscal consolidation plan, 

and pare the deficit to 
3.5 per cent of GDP in the 

coming year. This probably 
is the prime minister’s 
imprint on the Budget 

the big political call that 
spending more to impart 
a positive fiscal impulse 

to the economy is not 
worth the risk of a rating 

downgrade. 

This outrage portends well. Perhaps, this is 
the right moment for the state to negate the 

shortcomings in the criminal justice system which 
are resulting in widespread popular anger, often 

testing the limitations of state response and make 
common people participants once again in justice 

dispersal through the jury trial system.
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New Delhi, Agencys.
Standing before a Congress 
and nation sharply divided by 
impeachment, US President 
Donald Trump used his 
State of the Union address 
on Tuesday to extol a “Great 
American Comeback” on his 
watch, just three years after 
he took office decrying a land 
of “American carnage” under 
his predecessor.The partisan 
discord was on vivid display as 
the first president to campaign 
for reelection while facing 
impeachment made his case 
for another term: Republican 
legislators chanted “Four 
More Years” while House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi ripped 
up her copy of Trump’s speech 
as he ended his address.
Facing a Democratic party 
stumbling from divisions and 
a chaotic start to the primaries, 
Trump strode confidently 
to the podium in the House 
of Representatives, where 
just last December he was 
impeached for abuse of office.
And he laid down an 
immediate marker that he was 
in campaign mode — with 
little intention of placating 
opponents — when he broke 
with custom by not shaking 
hands with the Democratic 
speaker of the House, Nancy 
Pelosi.
Democrats repaid the favour 
throughout the speech by 
remaining in their seats, 
often in silence, while 
Republicans leapt up for 
standing ovation after ovation.
The sight perfectly captured 

the polarisation gripping the 
country ahead of November's 
elections.“America’s enemies 
are on the run, America’s 
fortunes are on the rise and 
America’s future is blazing 
bright,” Trump declared. “In 
just three short years, we 
have shattered the mentality 
of American decline and we 
have rejected the downsizing 
of America’s destiny. We are 
moving forward at a pace 
that was unimaginable just 
a short time ago, and we are 
never going back.”Holding 
out the nation’s economic 
success as the chief rationale 
for a second term, Trump’s 
speech resembled a lower-
volume version of his 
campaign rallies, providing 
something for every section 
of his political base."Unlike so 
many who came before me, 
I keep my promises," he said 
in the prepared remarks.No 
impeachment mention
This could have been the 
darkest week of Trump's 
administration, with only 
the third presidential 
impeachment trial in US 
history poised to culminate on 
Wednesday with the Senate 
delivering a verdict.Trump has 
for months fulminated against 
what he calls a "witch hunt" 
and stonewalling investigators.
Facing him during the speech 
was a sea of hostile Democratic 
legislators, several of them 
booing during Republican 
applause — a rare gesture 
in what has traditionally 
been an annual moment 

for political truce.Pelosi, 
sitting just behind Trump, 
also frowned and sometimes 
smiled disbelievingly at the 
president's claims.But while 
Democrats control the House, 
Trump's Republicans hold a 
majority in the Senate and they 
were all but sure to declare him 
not guilty of both impeachment 
charges less than 24 hours 
after he finished speaking.
Ignoring the entire drama, 
Trump did not pronounce the 
word "impeachment" once in 
the prepared text of the 20-
page speech.Trump himself 
told TV network anchors at 
an annual lunch hosted by the 
White House before the speech 
that he'd be "extraordinarily 
low-key" and wasn't feeling 
"bitter" at all, Politico reported.
Battle of the guests
Trump had already spent the 
earlier part of Tuesday mocking 
the Democrats' shambolic 
kick-off to their primary 

season, saying that delays in 
the vote count in Iowa proved 
their incompetence.“Nothing 
works, just like they ran 
the country,” Trump said on 
Twitter. Reflecting the bitter 
atmosphere in the country 
ahead of the November 
presidential elections, 
prominent young leftwing 
lawmakers Alexandria 
Ocasio-Cortez and Ayanna 
Pressley were among several 
Democrats declaring they'd 
boycott the State of the 
Union."I will not use my 
presence at a state ceremony 
to normalise Trump's lawless 
conduct & subversion of the 
Constitution," Ocasio-Cortez 
tweeted.The choices of guests 
to the big event told their 
own stories as the election 
campaign picks up.Trump 
invited a senior border patrol 
officer, a woman whose brother 
was murdered by an illegal 
immigrant in 2018, and former 

Caracas police chief Ivan 
Simonovis who spent years in 
jail under Venezuela's far-left 
government.And Venezuelan 
opposition leader Juan Guaido, 
recognized as the country's 
interim president by the 
United States, was also a guest 
in a public show of support 

by Trump for his efforts to 
dislodge President Nicolas 
Maduro.Democratic party 
leaders' guests included some 
80 doctors, patients and others 
symbolizing what they say is 
the Trump administration's 
failure to tackle health care 
problems.Trump got yet more 

good news on Tuesday with 
a Gallup poll showing his 
approval rating at its highest 
ever: 49 per cent.Support was 
up both among Republicans 
and independents, though 
opposition among Democrats 
had deepened more than ever, 
the poll found.

Trump uses State of Union address to campaign, says 'I keep my promises'
 

A draft United Nations Security Council resolution 
on Tuesday condemned an Israeli plan to annex 
its settlements in the West Bank in a rebuke 
of President Donald Trump's pro-Israel peace 
proposal.The draft text, circulated to council 
members by Tunisia and Indonesia, would 
seemingly face a US veto, but nonetheless offered 
some members a dim view of the peace plan that 
Trump rolled out last week with great fanfare.
Diplomats said negotiations on the text would 
likely begin later this week. Palestinian President 
Mahmoud Abbas is expected to speak to the council 
next week about the plan, possibly coinciding 
with a vote on the draft resolution.The resolution 
stresses the illegality of the annexation of any part 
of occupied Palestinian territories and condemns 
recent statements calling for annexation by Israel 
of these territories, according to the draft seen by Reuters.Trump's plan, the product of three 
years effort by senior adviser Jared Kushner, would recognise Israel's authority over the 
settlements and would require the Palestinians to meet a highly difficult series of conditions 
to be allowed to have a state, with its capital in a West Bank village east of Jerusalem.Kushner 
is due to brief Security Council ambassadors on the plan on Thursday.While the Palestinians 
have rejected the plan, a number of Arab governments have said it represents a starting point 
for a renewal of long stalled negotiations.The resolution stresses the need for an acceleration 
of international and regional efforts to launch credible negotiations on all final status issues 
in the Middle East peace process without exception.A US veto at the council level would 
allow the Palestinians to take the draft text to the 193-member UN General Assembly, where 
a vote would publicly show how Trump's peace plan has been received internationally.

Draft UN resolution condemns Israeli 
annexation in Trump peace plan
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More Chinese cities shut down as coronavirus death toll nears 500
The findings showed that narcissism decline over time and with age.

New Delhi, Agencys.
Millions more people 
have been ordered to stay 
indoors as China battles to 
curb the spread of a new 
coronavirus that authorities 
said on Wednesday has 
already killed nearly 500 
people.With more than 
24,000 cases in China, a 
growing number of cities 
have been imposing a range 
of restrictions in recent 
days far from central Hubei 
province, the epicentre of 
the outbreak, as authorities 
struggle to contain the virus.
Global concerns have risen 
as more countries found 
cases that were not imported 
from China and 10 people 
tested positive for the virus 
on a ship — carrying 3,711 
people — quarantined off 
the coast of Japan.Medical 
workers in protective suits 
lead a passenger who 
tested positive for a new 
coronavirus from the cruise 

ship Diamond Princess 
at Yokohama Port in 
Yokohama, south of Tokyo, 
on Wednesday. ─ AP
Japanese authorities on 
Wednesday began testing 
those on board after a former 
passenger who disembarked 
in Hong Kong was diagnosed 
with the illness.Some 56 
million people in Hubei have 
been under virtual lockdown 
since last week, with its 
capital Wuhan at the heart 
of the health emergency.
In Hangzhou, some 175 
kilometres southwest of 
Shanghai, green fences 
blocked streets near the 
headquarters of Chinese 
tech giant Alibaba as a 
fighter jet circled overhead.
Alibaba, one of the world's 
most valuable companies, 
appeared shut down, while 
deliverymen moved in and 
out of the nearby fenced-in 
residential areas to drop off 
groceries. Many people were 

also seen going out.The firm 
is inside one of three districts 
where some three million 
people were told this week 
that only one person per 
household would be allowed 
outside every two days to 
buy necessities."Please don't 
go out, don't go out, don't 
go out!" blared a message 
on a loudspeaker urging 
people to wear masks, wash 
their hands regularly and 
report any people who are 
from Hubei — a common 
fear in other parts of the 

country that people from the 
province might infect others.
At least three other cities in 
eastern Zhejiang province 
— Taizhou, Wenzhou and 
parts of Ningbo — have 
imposed the same measures, 
affecting some 18 million 
people.Similar policies were 
encouraged by authorities 
in two cities as far as China's 
northeasternmost province, 
Heilongjiang, and a handful 
of others along the east coast.
In Henan province, which 
borders Hubei, a district 

in the city of Zhumadian 
decided that only one person 
could leave each household 
every five days. Residents 
there have been offered 
cash rewards for informing 
on people from Hubei. The 
disease is believed to have 
emerged in December in a 
Wuhan market that sold wild 
animals, and spread rapidly 
as people travelled for the 
Lunar New Year holiday in 
January.The death toll has 
steadily increased, rising 
to 490 in China after Hubei 
reported 65 more people had 
died.Most deaths have been 
in the province and officials 
have noted that the death 
rate, at around two percent, 
is below the mortality 
rate of the Severe Acute 
Respiratory Syndrome.The 
new coronavirus is from the 
same family of pathogens 
as the one that causes Sars, 
which killed some 800 
people in 2002-2003.

New Delhi, Agencys.
Prime Minister Imran Khan 
on Wednesday said Indian 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s annexation of 
occupied Kashmir would 
eventually lead to its 
independence.The prime 
minister was addressing a 
special session of the Azad 
Jammu and Kashmir (AJK) 
Legislative Assembly 
as the nation observed 
Kashmir Solidarity Day on 
Wednesday.The premier 
said he believed occupied 
Kashmir would achieve 
independence as a result 
of the action Indian Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
had taken in the region 
on August 5, 2019."If he 
had not taken that step, 
we could not have said 
anything to the world," 
the premier said, adding 
that prior to the events of 
August 2019, no one was 
paying attention to Indian 
atrocities in the valley."On 
that day Modi made a fatal 
mistake, one that he could 
not step back from," the 
prime minister said."
Hopefully Kashmir will 
now move towards 
independence," Prime 
Minister Imran said. 
"Our job now is to inform 
the world about what is 
happening in the valley on 
all forums," he added."They 
[India] cannot continue in 
this manner any longer. 
They have detained eight 
million people in an open 
jail."The prime minister 
warned that India's 
situation will continue to 
deteriorate with time."In 
desperation, Modi said 
that he will defeat Pakistan 
in 11 days. The head of 
a country, giving such 
a statement when both 
countries in question are 
nuclear powers, cannot 
be normal."His [Modi's] 

only aim is to please his 
Hindutva base. The last 
refuge of every scoundrel 
is patriotism. They hide 
behind nationalism and 
then make such claims," 
Imran said. "Worried 
people make such 
statements, and they are 
now worried."He urged 
the world to not play into 
India's trap, predicting 
that they will either use 
terrorism as an excuse 
or conduct a false-flag 
operation to inflict more 
torture on the people of 
occupied Kashmir."They 
would have proceeded to 
do so had we not raised the 
issue in front of the whole 
world. They have stated 
that they wish to change 
the region's demography, 
from a Muslim-majority to 
a Muslim-minority."
We should not give them 
any chance. This is a 
political, and a diplomatic 
fight as well as in the media. 
And for the first time since 
the 60s, international 
media is presenting 
Pakistan’s stance," he 
added.Commenting on 
"Islamic terrorism", 
Imran said: "Religion and 
terrorism are not linked. 
Since 9/11, Muslims 
have been persecuted 
due to Islamic terrorism. 
Therefore, we have to be 
very careful about what 

their game plan is."Imran 
acknowledged that the 
issue "drifted" after it was 
raised at the UN General 
Assembly, at a time when 
it was at its peak, due 
to the "storm that was 
headed to Islamabad" – 
an apparent reference 
to the Maulana Fazlur 
Rehman-led sit-ins against 
the government last year.
However, the issue has 
now entered the world's 
political arenas, Imran 
said. "We will inform them 
of what is going on in the 
occupied valley."
The premier ended his 
address by reiterating that 
Modi's actions will lead 
to freedom for occupied 
Kashmir.US mediation will 
benefit India: AJK premier
Earlier, Azad Jammu and 
Kashmir Prime Minister 
Raja Farooq Haider 
warned Prime Minister 
Imran against accepting 
United States' offer to 
mediate on the Kashmir 
dispute, saying that such 
a move would only benefit 
India.During his address 
in the AJK Legislative 
assembly, Haider said that 
after August 5, 2019, today 
was the first time Pakistan 
had expressed solidarity 
with Azad Jammu and 
Kashmir and its people.“As 
a Kashmiri I want to make 
a request to you.

Modi’s annexation of IOK will lead 
to its independence: PM Imran

ANKARA, AGENCYS.
Turkey’s president said on Tuesday 
his country won’t allow Syrian 
forces to gain additional territory 
in a northern Syrian province, 
Turkish media reported, a day after 
clashes between Turkish and Syrian 
forces killed soldiers on both sides.
Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s comments 
came as Syrian forces reached the 
western gate of the rebel stronghold 
of Saraqeb in Idlib province in the 
north, while the UN announced that 
more than half a million people have 
fled their homes since Dec 1, because 
of the offensive.At the moment, 
Syria is trying to gain territory 
by forcing the innocent and poor 
people towards our border,” private 
NTV television quoted Erdogan as 
telling a group of journalists late 
on Monday. We won’t give Syria the 
opportunity to gain territory.”
 Eight Turkish citizens were killed 
in an exchange of shelling with 
Syrian government forces in Idlib 
on Monday.The assault on the 
Turkish troops came amid a Syrian 
government offensive that has been 
advancing since December into the 
country’s last rebel stronghold, 
which spans Idlib province and 
parts of the nearby Aleppo region. 
Turkish troops are deployed in some 
of those rebel-held areas to monitor 
an earlier cease-fire that has since 
collapsed.On Tuesday, Syrian 
government forces were advancing 
north under the cover of air strikes 
reaching areas that have been held 
by insurgents for eight years. The 
bombardment forced more people 

to flee for safety in areas close to 
the Turkish border.Since the first of 
December, in just 2 months, more 
than 520,000 people have been 
displaced from their homes, the 
vast majority of them being women 
and children, said Jens Laerke, 
spokesperson for the Office for 
the Coordination of Humanitarian 
Affairs.There are no safe places in 
Idlib, bombs fall everywhere and 
anywhere even those fleeing the 
front line areas are not safe and 
there is just a sea of people moving 
in all directions, he said.Laerke 
added that in 10 days starting Jan. 
20, the UN Human Rights Office 
verified incidents in which at least 
83 civilians, including 20 women 
and 33 children, were killed and 
dozens of other civilians were 
wounded airstrikes and ground-
based attacks.The Britain-based 
Syrian Observatory for Human 
Rights, an opposition war monitor, 
said that in recent weeks, Syrian 
troops have captured more than 60 
towns, villages and hamlets as they 
try to open a highway linking the 
capital Damascus with the northern 
city of Aleppo, Syria’s largest. 

KABUL, AGENCYS.
The Taliban lashed out at Washington 
on social media on Tuesday, accusing 
the US of holding up negotiations over 
a potential withdrawal deal that would 
see the Americans end their 18-year 
war in Afghanistan.Washington and 
the Taliban are still wrangling over a 
possible deal that would see US troops 
begin to leave Afghanistan in return 
for security guarantees.However, there 
appears to have been little progress 
in reaching a deal in recent weeks, 
prompting the insurgents to saddle 
blame on the White House and what 
they say are a growing list of demands 
by the Americans to pave the way for 
a deal.The Taliban have the intention 

& capacity for a resolution, said 
spokesman Zabihullah Mujahid in a 
tweet.“Negotiation process has been 
harmed by Trump’s tweet, numerous 
US demands & quarrel b/w US & Kabul 

officials. @SecPompeo should refrain 
from blame-shifting. Our stance is 
principled & concerted —unlike them,” 
he added.The Taliban’s remarks came 
a day after Secretary of State Mike 

Pompeo said the insurgents must 
make “demonstrable evidence of their 
will and capacity to reduce violence” 
in order to reach an agreement during 
a meeting with Central Asian officials 
in Uzbekistan.Taliban sources told 
AFP last month they had offered to 
initiate a brief ceasefire of seven to 
10 days to help secure a deal, but 
there was no announcement of the 
details of the proposal by either 
party.The tweet also came days after 
Zalmay Khalilzad — the US special 
envoy leading negotiations with the 
Taliban — launched a new round of 
shuttle diplomacy by travelling to 
both Pakistan and Afghanistan to brief 
officials on the status of the talks.

Taliban accuse US of stalling Afghan peace talks Erdogan won’t allow 
‘more ground’ to Syrian 

troops in Idlib

New Delhi, 
Agencys.

Russia will begin 
delivering S-400 
s u r f a c e - t o - a i r 
missile systems to 
India by the end 
of 2021, agency 
RIA Novosti on 
Wednesday quoted 
a Russian official as 
saying.India signed 
a $5 billion deal for 
S-400 missiles in 2018, drawing 
warnings from the United 
States that such an acquisition 
would trigger sanctions as part 
of a wider programme against 
Russia.“The contract is being 
implemented on schedule. The 
first shipment is due by the 
end of 2021,” Deputy Director 
of the Federal Service for 

Military-Technical Cooperation 
(FSMTC), Vladimir Drozhzhov, 
said at Defence Expo 2020 in 
Lucknow, India, according to 
RIA.In November, the same 
agency cited the general 
director of Russian state arms 
exporter Rosoboronexport, 
Alexander Mikheev, as saying 
deliveries would start in 
September 2021.

Russian S-400 missile delivery to India 
to begin by end-2021: report
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New Delhi, Agencys.
In a historic development, the 
Asian Paralympic Committee 
(APC) has signed a Memorandum 
of Understanding (MoU) with 
the United Nations Childrens 
Fund (Unicef) to promote the 
rights of children and youth with 
disabilities, and to work together 
for their greater inclusion in 
society.The MoU stems from a 
mutual desire to use sport to 
empower children and youth 
with disabilities to reach their 
full potential and drive social 
inclusion. It reflects both the 
organisation’s commitment to 
promoting the Convention on 
the Rights of the Child (CRC) and 
the Convention on the Rights of 
Persons with Disabilities (CRPD), 
and achieving the UN’s Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) by 
2030.The MoU outlines several 
partnership objectives which, in 
addition to promotion of the CRPD, 
include support for initiatives that 
increase provision of assistive 
devices, scale up provision of 
accessible infrastructure and use 
sport to eradicate the stigma and 
discrimination faced by children 
and youth with disabilities.“Today 

is a historic day for the entire 
family of the Asian Paralympic 
Committee. We are very proud to 
be associated with Unicef whose 
aims and objectives align so closely 
with ours. This new association 
will help us achieve our new 
Strategic Objectives which also 
focus on using sport to engage 
young people with disabilities 
and promote social inclusion,” 
APC President Majid Rashed 
said at the signing ceremony.“We 
look forward to implementing 
the MoU across Asia which is the 
biggest continent with the highest 
number of children and youth 
with disabilities. I am hopeful that 

all the 44 National Paralympic 
Committees (NPCs) within the five 
Sub regions of Asia will benefit 
from this association contributing 
to the growth of the Paralympic 
Movement in the region and 
ultimately a more inclusive 
society,” he added.The MoU will 
run through to February 2022 
and will be regularly reviewed.It’s 
signing comes after APC President 
Rashed attended a meeting and 
participated in the United Nations’ 
12th session of the Conference of 
State Parties to the Convention 
on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities’ at its headquarters in 
New York, last June.

APC signs MoU with Unicef on youths with disabilities
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Gambhir against 
tinkering with KL 
Rahul’s batting slot

New Delhi. Former India opener 
Gautam Gambhir is not in favour of 
tinkering with KL Rahul's batting 
position as the Karnataka opener has 
been tried at different slots in the 
ongoing T20I and ODI series against 
New Zealand, where he has proved 
himself in all the departments."I am 
not sure if it is a great idea to remove 
KL Rahul from the top-order," Gamb-
hir wrote in his column for the Times 
of India.""If anything India could have 
gone with a Rahul-Agarwal combi-
nation and have Rishabh Pant keep 
wickets. Rahul is a valuable asset and 
should be well looked after. Yes, he 
has done some good work behind the 
stumps in the games that he has kept. 
But I am not sure he should be ex-
pected to keep in the 50-over format," 
the 38-year-old added. Gambhir also 
spoke about youngster Prithvi Shaw, 
who had opened for the Men in Blue 
in the first ODI and expressed that 
the Mumbai opener should be given 
some space."The bigger picture is that 
India are in a commanding position. 
These phases in sports can prompt 
some audacious moves. More often 
than not the sporting luck favours 
the brave in such situations.""Kohli 
has his work cut out in the absence 
of Rohit. He will have to present his 
'A' game if India are to challenge the 
hosts. Let us all go easy on young 
Prithvi. He is making a comeback. 
The word from the Mumbai maidans 
hasn't been encouraging but we can 
do well to give some space to him," 
Gambhir added. 

FIRST COLUMN

CAPE TOWN, AGENCYS.
Joe Denly hit a career-best 87 to lead an 
England fightback in the first One-day 
International against South Africa at 
Newlands on Tuesday.England made 258 
for eight after being sent in on a slow 
pitch. They were floundering at 131 for 
six before Denly and Chris Woakes (40) 
came together in a seventh-wicket stand 
of 91.Left-arm wrist spinner Tabraiz 
Shamsi did the major damage for South 
Africa, taking three for 38.England made 
a good start with Jason Roy and Jonny 
Bairstow putting on 51 for the first wicket 
before both were dismissed in successive 
overs.Joe Root and captain Eoin Morgan 
seemed to be stabilising the innings before 
both were out in the space of three balls 
— Root to a direct-hit run-out by Rassie 
van der Dussen and Morgan to a catch 
at slip off Shamsi.Denly saw two more 
wickets fall before he was joined by all-
rounder Woakes, playing in his 100th 
One-day International.Denly made his 
runs off 103 balls before he was caught 
in the deep in the last over.Both teams 
were much-changed from their previous 
one-day outings, in last year’s World Cup. 
Champions England fielded only five of the 
side who played in the final, while only six 

South Africans survived from their World 
Cup squad.England gave ODI debuts to 
batsman Tom Banton and leg-spinner 
Matt Parkinson, while South Africa 
inducted all-rounder J.T. Smuts and fast 
bowler Lutho Sipamla as their debutants.
England are fresh off a 3-1 victory in the 
Test series but they a much-changed team 
under limited-overs captain Morgan. Only 
Test skipper Root,Denly, Sam Curran and 
Woakes survive from the victorious Test 
team.South Africa are also a changed 
team, with limited-overs specialists David 
Miller and Andile Phehlukwayo in their 
line-up and fast bowler Lungi Ngidi back 
from injury.ScoreboardENGLAND:J.J. Roy 
c R. Hendricks b Smuts 32J.M. Bairstow c 
Sipamla b Phehlukwayo 19J.E. Root run 
out 17E.J.G. Morgan c Bavuma b Shamsi 
11J.L. Denly c R. Hendricks b B. Hendricks 
87T. Banton lbw b Shamsi 18S.M. Curran 
b Shamsi 7C.R. Woakes c Miller b Sipamla 
40T.K. Curran not out 15C.J. Jordan not 
out 1EXTRAS (LB-2, W-8, NB-1) 11TOTAL 
(for eight wkts, 50 overs) 258FALL OF 
WKTS: 1-51, 2-53, 3-83, 4-83, 5-108, 
6-131, 7-222, 8-254.DID NOT BAT: M.W. 
Parkinson.BOWLING: B.E. Hendricks 8-0-
46-1 (1nb); Ngidi 7-0-42-0; Smuts 10-0-
43-1; Phehlukwayo 8-0-47-1 (3w).

Misbah praised, Salman’s appointment confirmed at BoG meeting
Mohun Bagan haven’t been anything to write home about in recent times. 

New Delhi, Agencys.
While the Pakistan Cricket 
Board’s (PCB) Board of 
Governors (BoG) expressed 
its satisfaction over head 
coach-cum-chief selector 
Misbah-ul-Haq’s made 
road map for the national 
team, it also confirmed 
the appointment of acting 
Chief Operating Officer 
Barrister Salman Naseer, 
besides approving city 
cricket associations’ 
constitution model.In 
its 57th meeting held in 
Peshawar on Tuesday, the 
BoG took a briefing from 
Misbah in detail about his 
performance he had shown 
since joining the post in 
September last year.“He 
talked at length on players’ 
fitness, domestic cricket, 
event scheduling, team 
preparation, selection 
criteria, future plans and 
the positives of his dual 

responsibilities,” a PCB 
press release said.The BoG 
appreciated the efforts of 
Misbah and acknowledged 
that he is operating in a 
challenging environment 
and gave its support.“I am 
satisfied with the progress 
the team is making though 
I acknowledge a lot of 
work still needs to be 
done. Having said that, we 
are now a different group 
as compared to what we 
were when we started. In 
the past five months, we 
have significantly improved 
our fitness levels and the 
players are also gaining 
confidence as they are now 
performing consistently 
at the international level,” 
Misbah was quoted as 
saying.Meanwhile, Salman, 
who has been working as 
the acting COO since Subhan 
Ahmad had resigned last 
year has been confirmed 

on the post.Moreover, the 
BoG approved the model 
constitution for the city 
cricket associations, which 
is in harmony with the 
PCB Constitution 2019 
and Model Constitution 
for Cricket Associations.
The BoG was updated on 
the HBL Pakistan Super 
League 2020, which will be 
held across Karachi, Lahore, 
Multan and Rawalpindi 
from 20 February to 22 
March.Meanwhile, the BoG 
also approved the PCB 
financial statements for the 

period 2018-2019, which 
highlighted a significant 
rise in revenue of about Rs6 
billion.“Major constituent 
being Media Rights from 
hosting Australia and 
New Zealand, increase in 
contribution from ICC and 
increase in total revenue 
from HBL PSL after the new 
right cycle kicked in. Despite 
this increase in Revenue, 
the PCB have rationalised 
its expenses and the 
corresponding increase in 
expense is not observed,” 
the PCB press release said 

of the revenue.“Spending on 
the cricketing expenditures 
have increased from last 
year, while there is a dip in 
administrative expenses 
as part of cost efficiency 
endeavors. Given the fact, 
the PCB will be hosting its 
bilateral cricket and full 
HBL PSL in Pakistan, future 
outlook certainly looks 
encouraging.”Moreover, the 
BoG authorised the PCB 
management to make a 
decision on the hosting of 
this year’s Asia Cup 2020, 
which is an Asian Cricket 
Council (ACC) event. In this 
context, the PCB Chairman 
Ehsan Mani will represent 
Pakistan at the upcoming 
ACC meeting.The BoG 
briefed that the PCB will 
indicate to the ICC in March 
about the events it will like 
to host, while the financial 
and other guarantees will 
be submitted in September.

New Delhi, Agencys.
After weeks of uncertainty Bangladesh 
consented to play Test and limited 
overs series in Pakistan in three 
phases. The first phase of the bilateral 
T20 series in Pakistan is well over and 
now Bangladesh will tour for one of 
the two Test matches in Rawalpindi 
from Friday.In the third and final phase 
of the agreed bilateral engagement 
the Bangladesh outfit will tour again 
in April from a Test and ODI.The 
approach, of the Bangladesh cricket 
authorities, was a bit timid prior to 
the T20 series however both boards 
reached an agreement of limited-over 
and Test matches series in three phases.
After the T20 rubber, which Pakistan 
won 2-0, the Bangladesh Cricket Board 
now expresses satisfaction over the 
security arrangements and hospitality 

during their stay in Pakistan.“The 
general perception is good and no 
one is questioning about security 
arrangements during the limited overs 
series in Pakistan. Every one is happy,” 
Mohammad Jalal Yunus, Chairman 
of BCB’s Media & Communications 
Comm ittee told this correspondent 
from Dhaka.Jalal Younus, however, 
highlighted that restrictions on 
players’ movement was a bit of 
concern for them. 

Kolkata, Agencys.
East Bengal's title sponsors Quess 
Corp, have tendered an apology 
to their fans after drawing flak 
recently on social media and in 
general for their poor show in 
the I-League and inability to build 
a proper team for the season.
East Bengal lost four out of their 
last five matches including the 
derby with arch-rivals Mohun 
Bagan. Spanish coach Alejandro 
Men?ndez stepped down with 
Mario Rivera Campesino taking 
overs the reins. The club now 
languishes at seventh in the points 
table after nine matches.In recent 
weeks, the fans have turned 
against the investing company and 
have engaged in war of words on 
social media."From day one of its 
existence, QEBFC management's 
top priority was to give a great 
fan experience through different 

fan engagement activities," Quess 
East Bengal FC said in a tweet post. 
"Social network being a powerful 
medium, we tried to make it 
a platform to reach out to the 
large and ever growing fan base 
of EAST BENGAL club."QEBFC 
management expresses its 
sincere regret and apology for any 
statement/comment which have 
hurt our fan base and anyone in 
the East Bengal Family."QEBFC 

has taken necessary action and 
will ensure till its existence that 
no such repetitions are done to 
hurt or negatively impact the 
legacy of the club."It is important 
to ensure that the glory and 
dignity of the century old club 
continues even beyond 31st 
May 2020 for followers and fans 
across the globe and for potential 
future investors/sponsors," the 
post read.The red and gold side 
will be without a sponsor after 
this season as Bengaluru-based 
Quess Corp, are set to sever ties 
with them.Last month, Quess East 
Bengal CEO Sanjit Sen and COO 
Biswajit Chatterjee were heckled 
by the fans after the Kolkata 
giants lost 1-3 against Gokulam 
Kerala in an I-League match in 
Kalyani. Sen and Chatterjee were 
slapped and hit with shoes by the 
angry supporters.

East Bengal’s title sponsors apologise to fans for poor show BCB satisfied with arrangements 
for T20 series in Pakistan

Hamilton, Agencys.
Virat Kohli conceded that his 
counterpart Tom Latham’s blistering 
knock took the game away from them 
as New Zealand registered a four-
wicket victory against India in the first 
ODI at Seddon Park on Wednesday.
Stand-in captain Latham hit a 48-ball 
69 and shared a crucial 138-run stand 
with Ross Taylor who was unbeaten 
on 109 to win the match for the Black 
Caps.“An outstanding performance 
from New Zealand. We thought 347 
was good enough, especially after the 
start we got with the ball. I think Tom’s 
innings took the game away from us. 
Ross and Tom were unstoppable in 
the middle overs,” Kohli said after 
the match.India rode Shreyas Iyer’s 
103 and half centuries from KL Rahul 
(88) and Kohli (51) to put up 347/4. 
In the end, New Zealand got to 348/6 
in 48.1 overs.India missed a chance to 
get rid of Taylor after Kuldeep Yadav 
dropped a tough chance. Asked about 
their fielding, Kohli said: “We were 
decent in the field, we dropped one 

chance. We need to improve though. 
We can’t think about that one chance. 
To bat with a positive frame of mind 
for about 25 overs after that chance 
is not a small thing at all.“I got to say 
that the opposition played better than 
us and deserved to win today. Both 
new openers gave us a good start, 
hope they continue to do the same. 
Shreyas’s hundred was outstanding 
and KL was brilliant with the bat too,” 
Kohli added.The two teams will now 
face off in the second ODI at the Eden 
Park on Saturday.

New Delhi, Agencys.
The Bangladesh cricket squad 
has returned to Pakistan for the 
second leg of the bilateral series, 
which includes its first Test match 
in the country since 2003.
Bangladesh was originally 
scheduled to play three Twenty20 
Internationals and two Test 
matches, but agreed to split the 
tour into three phases because it 
did not want to stay in Pakistan for 
a longer duration due to security 
concerns.Pakistan won the T20 
series 2-0 last month at Lahore, 
with the third game abandoned 
because of rain.Bangladesh lost 
3-0 to Pakistan in its last test 
series in 2003, which included 
the home teams nail biting one-
wicket victory at Multan.
Leading Bangladesh player 
Mushfiqur Rahim, who didn't 
travel to Pakistan for last 
month's Twenty20 series, 
has also opted out of the Test 
match at Rawalpindi.A three-
member security delegation from 
Bangladesh, led by retired major 

Hussain Imam, met with security 
officials from the government and 
the Pakistan Cricket Board at the 
Pindi Cricket Stadium on Tuesday.
The first Test, which is part of the 
World Test Championship, starts 
on Friday. 
Bangladesh will depart next 
Wednesday and return to 
Pakistan in April for one one-day 
international and the second Test 
match at Karachi.Bangladesh is 

the second Test country to tour 
Pakistan since the resumption of 
international cricket.In December, 
Sri Lanka toured the country for 
16 days and played Test matches 
at Rawalpindi and Karachi.It was 
the first Test series in Pakistan 
in more than a decade after an 
attack on the Sri Lanka cricket 
team bus at Lahore killed eight 
people killed and injured several 
players

Bangladesh squad returns to 
Pakistan for first Test

Taylor and Latham were 
unstoppable in the middle 

overs: Kohli

Rajasthan Royals run 
successful Royal Colts camp

Jaipur, Agencys. Rajasthan Royals ran a successful three-day camp for their junior boys team, the Royal 
Colts, in Jaipur. The camp was attended by the Rajasthan Royals’ batting coach Amol Muzumdar and head 
physio John Gloster.The focus of the camp was on the all-round development of the young boys, from cricket 
and fitness, to the development of certain life-skills. The first day of the camp was headed by Gloster.The 
objective through the course of the day was to strengthen bonding between the players, facilitate better 
communication, while having a significant focus on overall fitness to maximise the cricketing output.The 
second day of the camp was headed by Amol Muzumdar, supported by John. The focus here was to push the 
young players to their limits and to work on developing their technical skills and cricketing intelligence. 
The day included some intense fielding and net sessions, with individual feedback and analysis from Amol 
and the local coaches. The day included match-scenarios and training the mind for pressure situations.
The camp was concluded with a match against the Pankaj Singh Academy. One of the purposes of the 
camp was to select 2-3 net bowlers to be part of the Rajasthan Royals set up during IPL 2020 and this was 
successfully achieved with three players being selected.The final session of the camp was led by Swaroop 
Savanur on “How to handle success and failure”. This session was aimed to share life skills with youngsters 
on succeeding in life. The interactive session was attended by both Royals Colts and Royal Sparks where 
they were given examples from cricket and sports field making them learn how to deal with successes 
and failures in sports and life in general.Jake Lush McCrum, Chief Operating Officer of Rajasthan Royals 
was pleased with the progress and the development the Royals Colts have shown during the camp. He 
added: “The camp was a great success. We are happy to provide the talent coming through Rajasthan an 
opportunity and we are delighted to see the progress they have made.“The presence of Amol and John was 
critical to ensuring the highest standard of coaching and development for these players and I’m delighted 
that we have found 3 who can be net bowlers for us this year. The boys showed tremendous effort and 
commitment during the camp with a strong desire to learn and develop their skills.”

Today is a historic day for the entire family of the Asian Paralympic Committee.

Denly helps England  
recover in first ODI

opensearch
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New Delhi, Agencys.
Over fifty million farmers were 
yet to get the third instalment 
of money under the Centre's 
ambitious PM-Kisan scheme, 
aimed at providing direct support 
of Rs 6,000 annually to them, 
according to the latest Ministry of 
Agriculture and Farmers' Welfare 
data.The total amount of the 
scheme, which came into effect on 
December 1, 2018, is to be paid 
in three equal instalments of Rs 
2,000 every four months.
The data showed about 25.1 
million farmers have not got 
even the second instalment and 
51.6 million of them were yet to 
get the third instalment.Over 90 
million farmers have registered 
themselves under the scheme 
between December 2018 and 
November 2019, it said.Of these, 
76.2 million or 84 per cent of 
farmers have received the first 
instalment.The money through 
the second instalment was given 
to nearly 65 million farmers 
and the amount under the third 
instalment was given to 38.5 
million beneficiaries, according 
to the data received in response 
to an RTI query filed by this 
PTI journalist.The agriculture 

ministry, in its response, gave 
three sets of data mentioning the 
benefits given to farmers under the 
scheme between December 2018 
and November 2019.It said 47.4 
million farmers were registered 
between December 2018 and 
March 2019.Of them, 42.2 million 
received the first instalment, 
40.2 million the second and 3.85 
crore the third.There was no 
mention why nearly 5 million, 7 
million and 9 million registered 
farmers during this period did 
not get the first, second and third 
instalment respectively.There 
was no registered beneficiary in 
West Bengal and Sikkim, hence no 
amount was disbursed during this 
period, according to the data.Giving 

details of the 30.8 million farmers 
registered between April and July 
last year, it said 26.6 million and 
24.7 million beneficiaries have got 
their first and second instalments 
respectively.The RTI reply did no 
mention why around 4 million 
and 6.1 million registered farmers 
during this period did not get 
their first and second instalment 
respectively."The beneficiaries 
are eligible for the instalment 
for the period in which he/she 
gets registered and subsequent 
periods, thereafter. Therefore, 
the third instalment is not due 
for the beneficiaries registered in 
the period April 2019-July 2019," 
the ministry said.There was no 
registered beneficiary during this 

period in West Bengal, Punjab 
and Chandigarh and therefore 
nobody was paid first and second 
instalments.The ministry said 
around 11.9 million beneficiaries 
were registered between August 
and November 30, 2019, of these 
nearly 7.36 million farmers have 
been given the first instalment.
There was no mention of payment 
of first instalment to over 45 
lakh eligible beneficiaries during 
the period."The beneficiaries 
are eligible for the instalment 
for the period in which he/she 
gets registered and subsequent 
periods, thereafter. Therefore, 
the second and third instalments 
are not due for the beneficiaries 
registered in the period August 

2019 to November 2019," it said.
The ministry was asked to provide 
the total number of farmers, state-
wise, and the amount received by 
them under the Pradhan Mantri 
Kisan Samman Nidhi or PM-Kisan 
scheme."PM-Kisan Samman Nidhi 
scheme has been implemented 
from December 1, 2018. It is stated 
that PM-Kisan is a continuous and 
ongoing scheme, in which the 
financial benefits are transferred 
to the bank accounts of the 
identified beneficiaries as and 
when their correct and verified 
data is uploaded by the concerned 
states/union territories on PM-
Kisan web portal," the ministry 
said in the RTI response vide its 
letter dated December 26, 2019.

Over 50 mn farmers yet to get payments under third round of PM-Kisan: RTI
The total amount of the scheme, which came into effect on December 1, 2018, is to be paid

n  This is because of the argument that rising 
prices create uncertainties and adversely 
affect savings and investments.

n  Flexible inflation targeting was followed in 
2015. The framework made RBI more ac-
countable to explain to the government if it 
fails to meet the inflation targets.

New Delhi, Agencys. Encouraging macro 
data points, buying in metal, realty and 
financial counters and positive global 
cues helped benchmark indices to settle 
in the green for the third consecutive 
day on Wednesday.The domestic 
services industry began 2020 in a 
buoyant mood as activity accelerated 
in January at the fastest pace in seven 
years on strong domestic demand, a 
private survey showed on Wednesday.  
Before this, Manufacturing PMI, too, hit 
an eight-year high in January, driven 
by a sharp rise in new business orders 
amid a rebound in demand conditions.
The S&P BSE Sensex today rallied 353 
points or 0.87 per cent to reclaim the 
crucial 41,100 level to end at 41,143. 
Tata Steel (up nearly 5.5 per cent) 
emerged as the biggest gainer on 
the index, followed by Bharti Airtel, 
HDFC, and TCS. On the contrary, Hero 
MotoCorp, Maruti and Power Grid 
were among the biggest losers. In the 
broader market, the S&P BSE MidCap 
index climbed over 1 per cent to settle 
at 14,644 while the S&P BSE SmallCap 
index closed 99 points or 0.68 per cent 
higher at 14,644-mark.  On the NSE, 
the benchmark Nifty50 index ended 
just shy away from the crucial 12,100 
level at 12,089, up 106 points or 0.9 
per cent. Sectorally, except media, all 
the other indices on the NSE settled 
higher. The Nifty Media index slipped 
0.77 per cent to end at 1,768.50 levels. 
On the upside, metal stocks jumped the 
most with the Nifty Metal index ending 
over 3 per cent higher at 2,675 levels.  
Shares of Bharat Petroleum Corporation 
(BPCL) gained for the third straight 
day on the BSE after reports said that 
Russia's largest oil producer Rosneft 
was keen to bid for the state-owned oil 
marketing company. The stock ended 
at Rs 501, up 4.7 per cent. Shares of 
Avenue Supermarts, which owns and 
operates the DMart supermarket chain 
entered the 20 most valuable company 
club in terms of market capitalisation 
(m-cap). Shares ended at Rs 2249, up  
4.35 per cent. On the other hand, Zee 
Entertainment Enterprises (ZEEL) were 
under pressure for the second straight 
day on Wednesday. The stock fell over 
7 per cent to Rs 227 on the BSE amid 
media report that the corporate affairs 
ministry has ordered an inspection 
of the financials of the company.   In 
commodities, oil prices jumped by more 
than 3 per cent. 

2nd mega-
container port at 
Maharashtra’s 
Wadhavan, after 
JNPT
Mumbai. Maharashtra will get another 
huge port built at a cost of around 
Rs 65,545 crore at Wadhavan, near 
Dahanu in Palghar district on the 
Gujarat border, catapulting India 
among countries with top 10 container 
ports in the world, an official said 
here on Wednesday.The proposal to 
create the huge port – on a ‘landlord 
model’ – was cleared at a Union Cabinet 
meeting chaired by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on Wednesday.A 
Special Purpose Vehicle will be formed 
with Mumbai’s Jawaharlal Nehru 
Port Trust (JNPT) as the lead partner, 
with equity participation of at least 
50 per cent to execute the Wadhavan 
Port project.The SPV will develop 
the port infrastructure, including 
reclamation, construction of breakwater 
and establishing connectivity to the 
hinterland, while all the business 
activities will be undertaken on a PPP 
model by private developers.Presently, 
JNPT is India’s biggest container port. 
With a traffic of 5.1 million Twenty-
foot Equivalent Units (TEUs), it ranks 
28th in the world.After the completion 
of its fourth terminal, its capacity will 
increase to 10 million TEUs by 2023, 
making it the 17th biggest container 
port in the world.However, with the 
development of Wadhavan Port – 
around 160 km northwest of JNPT 
– India will be catapulted among the 
countries with top 10 container ports.
There is a need for a deep draft port 
that can accommodate the largest 
container ships in the world and also 
cater to the spillover traffic after JNPT’s 
planned capacity of 10 million TEUs is 
fully utilised.The JNPT and Mundhra 
Port, the two largest container ports 
in India, with a draft of 15 metres and 
16 metres, respectively, can handle 
only mid-size ships, while the world’s 
largest container ports require a draft of 
18-20 metres.Situated in a picturesque 
coastal tract, the Wadhavan Port has 
a natural draft of around 20 metres 
close to the shore, making it ideal to 
handle modern big container vessels.
The development of Wadhavan Port 
will enable call of larger container 
vessels of 16,000-25,000 TEUs capacity, 
giving advantages of economies of scale 
and reducing logistics costs.Presently, 
the JNPT caters to the hinterland 
of Maharashtra, north Karnataka, 
Telangana and the secondary hinterland 
of Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, 
Delhi, Punjab and Uttar Pradesh.The 
container traffic in the JNPT hinterland 
is expected to grow up to 10.1 million 
TEUs by 2022-2025, which will be its 
saturation point.

MARKET WRAP: Indices 
gain for 3rd day; Sensex up 
353 pts, reclaims 41,100

BSVI transition, new launches to rekindle consumer sentiment: SIAM
60 launches mostly of BSVI variants which should arouse consumer sentiment. 

New Delhi, Agencys.
The Indian auto industry feels that 
upcoming BSVI transition along 
with new launches will rekindle 
consumer sentiments and arrest 
the slowdown cycle which has 
impacted the sector hard.According 
to the Society of Indian Automobile 
Manufacturers Director General 
Rajesh Menon, the show will witness 
60 launches mostly of BSVI variants 
which should arouse consumer 
sentiment. "These launches and the 
upcoming transition to BS 6 norms 
will probably rekindle consumer 
sentiment...," Rajesh Menon told 
IANS."There is a healthy foreign 
participation levels this years with 
many brands making a come back 
to the show."New automobile firms 
like the Chinese' Great Wall Motor, 
FAW Haima, Olectra and MG Motors 
will showcase a vast variety of cars, 
SUVs and buses.Besides, brands like 
Volkswagen, Skoda, Force Motors 
will make a return to the motor 
show.The healthy participation and 
launches assume significance as the 

sector has been battered by falling 
sales due to high goods and services 
tax (GST), farm distress, stagnant 
wages and liquidity constraints.
While some companies had to 
reduce production, dealers took 
inventory correction measures.
Segment-wise, the start-up 
section of the show will showcase 
technology solutions for green 
mobility and services connected 
to the automobile industry.
Furthermore, Reliance Jio and 

FaceBook will also be present at the 
event along with 15 new technology 
start-ups.Lately, telecom operators 
have entered the segment to provide 
connectivity to internet-enabled 
cars and Jio will be showcasing 
embedded SIM technology for the 
automobile sector.Facebook will 
host a town hall discussion and will 
also be holding other events.Others 
such as Lithium-ion battery and 
charger manufacturers, along with 
tyre firms will also be present at the 

auto show.Besides, Brazilian UNICA 
(Brazilian Sugarcane Industry 
Association), one of the world's 
largest bioethanol producers, 
Italian tyre firm Pirelli and design 

company Icona will also mark their 
maiden presence at the ex"Yes we 
are looking at a different kind of 
paradigm with a different mobility 
coming in place...," Menon said."

New Delhi, Agencys.
India's dominant service industry 
began 2020 in a buoyant mood as 
activity accelerated in January at the 
fastest pace in seven years on strong 
domestic demand, a private survey 
showed on Wednesday.The results 
would likely bring some relief for 
markets and policymakers after only 
modest spending increases in a recent 
budget had disappointed investors 
looking for more robust stimulus to 
support a stuttering economy.
The Nikkei/IHS Markit Services 
Purchasing Managers' Index rose 
to 55.5 in January from December's 
53.3. It was the highest reading since 
January 2013 and above the 50-mark 
separating growth from contraction 
for a third straight month."The Indian 
service sector sprung to life at the 
start of 2020, defying expectations 

of fragility and building on to the 
momentum gained at the end of 
2019," Pollyanna De Lima, principal 
economist at IHS Markit, said in a 
release."With business revenues 
rising, service providers continued 
to increase capacity to meet further 
strong growth in sales.This is good 
news for jobseekers, particularly 
when we consider the results from the 
manufacturing industry which showed 
the steepest upturn in employment 
since August 2012." A sub-index 
tracking new business also climbed 
to its highest since January 2013, 
encouraging firms to maintain a strong 
hiring rate.Yet, not everything was 
rosy. New export business - a proxy 
of foreign demand - contracted last 
month, falling to its lowest since May 
2018 on weaker demand from China, 
the United States and Europe. 

New Delhi, Agencys.
In order to protect interest of 
depositors, the Union Cabinet 
on Wednesday approved 
amendment to Banking 
Regulation Act to strengthen 
cooperative banks and avoid PMC 
Bank like crisis.There are 1,540 
cooperative banks with depositor 
base of 86 million having total 
savings of about Rs 5 trillion.
The proposed law seeks to enforce 
banking regulation guidelines 
of the RBI in cooperative banks, 
while administrative issues will 
still be guided by Registrar of 
Cooperative, Information and 
Broadcasting Minister Prakash 
Javadekar said while briefing 
media about the Cabinet decisions.
Observing that the changes 
will help strengthen financial 

stability, he said qualifications 
would be set for appointing CEO 
of cooperative banks and the 
RBI permission would be sought 
before appointment as followed 
in case of commercial banks.
Audit would be as per the RBI 
guidelines and the central bank 
can also supersede the board if 
any cooperative bank is under 
stress, he said. Cooperative bank 
will be given time to comply with 
the RBI guidelines in phased 

manner, he added.The cabinet 
approval is in line with the Budget 
announcement made by Finance 
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman 
on Saturday."To strengthen the 
Cooperative Banks, amendments 
to the Banking Regulation Act 
are proposed for increasing 
professionalism, enabling 
access to capital and improving 
governance and oversight for 
sound banking through the 
RBI," she had said in the Budget 
2020-21.The decision assumes 
significance in the wake of a scam 
in the Punjab and Maharashtra 
Cooperative (PMC) Bank affecting 
lakhs of customers who are 
facing difficulties in withdrawing 
their money due to restrictions 
imposed by the Reserve Bank of 
India.

Cabinet okays changes to bank laws to 
avoid repeat of PMC Bank-like crises

Solid domestic demand lifts services PMI to 
7-year high of 55.5 in Jan

NRIs may be allowed 
to bid for 100% stake 
in debt-laden Air India

The government is likely 
to allow Non-resident 
Indians (NRIs) to bid for 100 
per cent stake in Air India. A 
subsequent clarification will 
be issued as expression of 
interest (EoI) for the airline 
didn’t have that explicitly 
written. The government 
is not looking to change 
the rules regarding foreign 
direct investment (FDI) 
in the aviation sector, a 
senior official, said. The 
current rules allow 100 
per cent stake sale of Air 
India, provided substantial 
ownership and effective 
control remains with the 
Indian partner, he said. But 
a clarification would be 
issued by the government 
soon to end the confusion, 
the official added. However, 
100 per cent FDI for NRIs 
may be allowed, other 
sources said. Current rules 
allow a foreign investor 
or an airline to have up to 
a 49 per cent stake in an 
Indian carrier through the 
automatic route. 

New Delhi, Agencys.
Russia's largest oil producer Rosneft 
is keen to bid for acquisition of Bharat 
Petroleum Corp Ltd (BPCL), sources 
said after the Russian firm's CEO Igor 
Sechin met Oil Minister Dharmendra 
Pradhan on Wednesday.Rosneft, 
which is the majority owner of India's 
second-biggest private oil refinery, 
is keen to expand in the world's 
third-largest and the fastest-growing 
energy market.
Sechin first met Pradhan over 
breakfast, and then in delegation-level 
talks expressed interest in bidding for 
the acquisition of government stake 
in Bharat Petroleum Corp Ltd (BPCL), 
officials privy to the discussions 
said.The government is selling all of 
its 53 per cent stake in BPCL in the 
country's biggest privatisation plan.
Officials said national oil companies 
from the Middle East, such as Aramco 
of Saudi Arabia and ADNOC of UAE, 
have also been primed for bidding 
for BPCL.Sechin, who was here to 
witness the signing of the first deal 
with Indian state-owned refinery 
for supplying crude oil a fixed-term 
basis, expressed interest in investing 
more in India, they said.On November 
20, 2019, the Cabinet headed by 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi had 
decided to privatise BPCL by selling 
the government's entire 52.98 per 
cent stake to a strategic investor 
along with management control.
Rosneft owns a 49.13 per cent Nayara 
Energy Limited (formerly Essar Oil 
Limited). Nayara owns and operates 
20 million tonnes per year refinery 
at Vadinar in Gujarat and also owns 
5,628 petrol pumps in the country.
It is keen on expanding the fuel 
retailing network and BPCL would 
get it ready access to close to one-
fourth of 67,440 petrol pumps in the 
country.BPCL operates four refineries 
in Mumbai, Kochi (Kerala), Bina 
(Madhya Pradesh) and Numaligarh 

(Assam) with a combined capacity of 
38.3 million tonnes per annum, which 
is 15 per cent of India's total refining 
capacity of 249.4 million tonnes.After 
removing three million tonnes of the 
capacity of the Numaligarh refinery, 
which will be sold to a public sector 
unit, the new buyer will get 35.3 
million tonnes of refining capacity.
BPCL owns 15,177 petrol pumps and 
6,011 LPG distributor agencies in the 
country. Besides, it has 51 liquefied 
petroleum gas (LPG) bottling plants.
The company distributed 21 per cent 
of petroleum products consumed in 
the country by volume as of March 
last year and has more than a fifth of 
the 250 aviation fuel stations in the 

country.The government is keen to 
get international energy majors such 
as Saudi Aramco, Total SA of France 
and ExxonMobil to operate in the 
downstream fuel marketing business 
so as to bring in greater competition.
Currently, 95 per cent of retail petrol 
and diesel sales and near 100 per cent 
of cooking gas (LPG) and kerosene 
sales are controlled by the public 
sector units.As on March 31, BPCL 
reported cash and cash equivalents 
of around Rs 5,300 crore, against Rs 
10,900 crore of debt maturing over 
the next 15 months.Officials said 
Indian Oil Corp (IOC) signed a term 
contract to import up to 2 million 
tonnes of Russian grade Urals oil 
from Rosneft in 2020.This is the first 
time a state-owned firm has signed 
a term import deal with Russia as 
they look to diversify sourcing of oil 
beyond their traditional suppliers in 
the Middle East. State-run firms have 
started importing significant volumes 
from the US as part of this strategy.
At current prices, the government 
stake in BPCL is worth just over Rs 
53,000 crore. The acquirer will have 
to make an open offer for buying an 
additional 26 per cent stake from 
other shareholders of BPCL.

Russia's largest oil producer Rosneft keen to bid for BPCL: Report

Hyundai unveils New 2020 Tucson at Auto Expo
New Delhi. Hyundai Motor India on Wednesday unveiled the latest variant 
of the Tucson here on the first day of Auto Expo 2020.The company said in a 
statement that ''New 2020 TUCSON'' would come with smart technology and 
comfort along with enhanced connectivity and advanced safety.According to 
the company with over 65 lakh customers worldwide, Tucson is one of the 
best-selling SUVs globally.Speaking at the unveiling of the New 2020 Tucson, 
S.S. Kim, MD and CEO, Hyundai Motor India Ltd said: "TUSCON had redefined 
the premium SUV segment with its class-leading features and unmatched 
performance. The feature loaded New 2020 TUSCON, powered by 2.0 
Litre Petrol and Diesel BS 6 engines, will further strengthen the Hyundai''s 
dominance in SUV segment in India."The diesel variant would have ''8 Speed 
Automatic Transmission'' and have a torque of ''40.8 KGM''."Further, the 
petrol engine delivers an impressive 152 PS Power and 19.6 KGM Torque 
to give an unparalleled driving experience," it said.It would also have smart 
technology features to make driving pleasurable with "New Advanced Tyre 
Pressure Monitoring System, Smart Power Tailgate, Electric Parking Brake, 
first-in-segment Power Seats (Passenger - 8 Way) and Hyundai Blue Link 
and Wireless Charger" among others.On the connected technology front, 
features on the the 2020 Tucson include "Floating Type 20.32 cm HD Touch 
Screen Infotainment with Android Auto, Apple CarPlay, Hyundai.
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Model and actress 
Alankrita Sahai says 
‘Period To Period Shame’ 
is a fantastic initiative 
and period shaming 
needs to stop.Bollywood 
Biggies along with 
imminent personalities 
from business and 
academic world met 
at a two day event to 
raise awareness about 
menstrual hygiene. 
The event called 
#PeriodToPeriodShame 
kicks off month long 
campaign to reach out 
to as many as 4.2 Million 
women and called for 
putting an end to period 
shame. Talking about 
the initiative, Alankrita 
Sahai said, “I think this 
initiative is fantastic and 
holds utmost importance 
and it needs to come 
forward in our country. 
In our country, periods 
are looked at with a 
lot shame and disdain, 
and I think a woman 
should never be looked 
up-on with anything 
other than respect. I 
think a woman’s body is 

beautiful and we’re the 
co-creators, so we need 
to be respected”“The 
initiative is about 
respecting a woman’s 
body. Body Shaming 
is really big problem, 
which is hand in glove 
with period shaming, 
needs to stop. Periods 
are biological part of 
woman’s body. Women 
are being degraded 
in rural areas, where 
women tell other 
women, not to visit 
temples, kitchen, touch 
food and keep them 
isolated during periods, 
which is ridiculous. 
Periods are the most 
graceful and beautiful 
part of women’s body, 
having periods is 
okay, missing them is 
problematic” added 
Alankrita.
As part of the campaign, 
Period Potlis - a bag 
of essential menstrual 
hygiene products, 
nutrition products and a 
period manual will also 
be distributed to young 
girls while imparting 

necessary knowledge 
and awareness about 
healthy menstruation.
Further adding, 
Alankrita said, “The 
Taboo, the rational or 
thought for periods is 
that this blood is impure. 
And I’m wondering, 
since when did the blood 
become impure. It is 
the same blood which 
oozes out when you get 
cut, only difference is 
that it’s coming out of 
female private part. So 
this thinking needs to 
change. She is shedding 
something out of her 
body which doesn’t 
belong there, so that she 
can produce healthy eggs 
to reproduce.Having 
period is a respectful 
thing, it’s not vile. We 
all came from women’s 
womb, a woman gave 
us birth, so we need to 
respect that and make 
people aware about 
this process. We need 
to make man, boys and 
everyone else aware. 
It will take time but it 
needs to be done” added 
Sahai. The attendance 
at the event included, 
Sir Dr. Huz, Varun 
Narula, Ishit Garg, 
Rizwan Adatia, Sandip 
Dutta, Saumyata Tiwari, 
Anu Aggarwal, and 
Model Alankrita Sahai. 
The event hosted at 
Wockhardt Foundation 
Global Office and SL 
Raheja Hospital Mahim, 
was hosted by Dr. Nidhi 
Kumar and Yogini 

Shlloka.The hosts called 
for men and women 
across the country 
to use the hashtag 

#PeriodToPeriodShame 
on social media to share 
their period stories and 
take the period pledge.

Period Shaming Needs To Stop 
Says Alankrita Sahai
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SS Rajamouli helmed RRR has been pushed to 
2021, the makers of the film have issued a new 
release date and apologized to fans for the delay.
RRR is an upcoming period action film written 
and directed by S. S. Rajamouli. It stars N. T. 
Rama Rao Jr., Ram Charan, Alia Bhatt and Ajay 
Devgn. The film was slated for 30th July 2020 but 
now it will release on 8th Jan 2021, the fans have 
to wait the entire year for the film. The official 
handle of RRR Movie tweeted, “#RRR will hit 
the screens on January 8th, 2021! We know the 
wait is long but we promise to keep giving you 
updates in the meanwhile. #RRROnJan8th”“We 
understand this is a disappointment, but there's 
going to be a lot to look forward to because this 
only gives us more time to bring the best to 
you”“Your love and support have made all our 
hard work and hectic schedules worthwhile! 
We are working round the clock to give you a 
cinematic experience like never before. And with 
a huge worldwide release planned, we have had 
to postpone the date of release” It is a fictional 
story revolving around India's freedom fighters, 
Alluri Sitarama Raju and Komaram Bheem who 
fought against the British Raj and the Nizam of 
Hyderabad, respectively. The movie's story is a 
fictional retelling of their lives during their self-
imposed exile.The film also stars Samuthirakani, 
Rahul Ramakrishna, Ray Stevenson, Olivia Morris 
and Alison Doody.

RRR Movie Gets Post-
poned Till 2021

 Sara Ali Khan, Ananya Pandey, Rana Daggubati 
and Vidhu Vinod Chopra were among celebrities 
who created waves at the seventh edition of 
the Under 25 Summit in the city.Others who 
attended the two day event included names like 
Abish Mathew, Benny Dayal, Tanmay Bhatt, Faye 
D'souza, Aisha Ahmed, Anushka Manchanda, 
Auditya Venkatesh, Baradwaj Rangan, Durga 
Gawde, Monica Dongra, Nirali Shah, Rahul 
Sinha, Rega Jha, Ritviz, Shaheen Bhatt, The 
Artidote, Aranya Johar, Arjun Kamath, Brian 
Tellis, Debosmitha Majumder, Mukesh Chabbra, 
Sejal Kumar, Humankind, Sushant Digvikar, 
Abhijat Joshi, Jordinian, Spitfire, Taba Chake, 
Megha Rao, Navneeth Unikrishnan, Oum Pradutt, 
Radhakrishnan Vijaykumar, Rahi, Rishan Abbas, 
Sandeep MV, Viraj Ghelani and Yashaswini 
Dayama.Inspiring the youth audiences, Sarah 
illustrated the role of a proper lady as a woman of 
conviction and courage to pursue her own path, 
breaking age-old norms set by society.
Ananya brought about a wave of change with 
her message of positivity and kindness and 
encouraged the youth to become the best versions 
of themselves.Rana redefined building a career 
by talking about rising from the ashes like a 
phoenix.Actress Alia Bhatt's sister Shaheen Bhatt 
raised issues of essence among the youth culture 
such as the pressures of social media, describing 
its platforms as specially curated moments of 
perfection and happiness, far distanced from the 
reality of life.
 Singer Anushka Manchanda offered an array 
of healthy habits to awaken consciousness.The 
two day event was held at the Jayamahal Palace, 
Bengaluru.

Sara, Ananya, Rana 
share wisdom at Under 
25 Summit
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Fresh on the heels of Paris’ 
glittering couture week, the 
sartorial spotlight shifts to 
New York, as designers gear 
up to present looks for fall 
and winter 2020, starting on 
Thursday.Formally known as 
NYFW: The Shows, the week’s 
worth of presentations, runway 
productions, parties and other 
promotional events kicks off on 
Feb. 6, following several days of 
menswear collections.But with 
an earlier-than-usual date of 
Feb. 9, Hollywood’s Academy 
Awards threaten to divert at 
least some of the limelight 
- and star power - from the 
New York shows, which often 
attract celebrities like Beyoncé, 
Nicole Kidman, Paris Hilton or 
the Kardashians.Indeed, Tom 
Ford, who is chairman of the 
Council of Fashion Designers of 
America and has often helped 

kick off the New York shows, 
will instead stage a starry 
show in Hollywood on Friday.
Although some top names are 
missing from the roster, the 
audience will still see “a huge 
lineup of great designers,” said 
April Guidone, global VP of 
marketing and brand strategy at 
IMG, which runs the New York 
shows.Christian Siriano, Rag 
and Bone, Cynthia Rowley and 
Badgley Mischka are among the 
most anticipated shows.Kate 
Spade, meanwhile, will present 
its fall designs directly on social 
media. Fashion Week, an event 
that was once only open to 
fashion industry insiders, is 
changing with the times, said 
Guidone.“With smartphones, the 
consumers are there now and 
influencers are now invited... 
to cover the shows and show 
consumers all over the world, 

who are following along in real 
time, what’s on the runway,” 
she said.Last season saw the 
introduction of New York 
Fashion Week: The Experience, 
which afforded “outsiders” 
access to fashion shows - for a 
price. Tickets are still available, 
starting at around $500 for 
a seat at a single show. VIP 
packages can run to thousands 
of dollars.Other widely-
anticipated shows include the 
Blonds, who in recent seasons 
have electrified runways with 
dazzlingly produced shows 
themed on topics like Disney 
villains or gangster fashion. Marc 
Jacobs will wrap things up on 
Feb. 12, according to tradition.
Globally oriented shows include 
the Asian Fashion Collection, the 
Turkish Group Runway Show, 
and looks from Indian designer 
Bibhu Mohapatra.

Kashmiri voices have been 
silenced, says Zaira Wasim

Former actor Zaira Wasim has something important to say.
Taking to Instagram, the Dangal star has voiced the concerns of 
Kashmiris and their frustration."Kashmir continues to suffer and 
see-saw between hope and frustration," writes Zaira."There’s a 
false and uneasy semblance of calmness in place of escalating 
despair and sorrow... Kashmiris continue to exist and suffer in a 
world where it is so easy to place restrictions on our liberty."She 
went on to question, "Why do we have to live in a world where 
our lives and wills are controlled, dictated and bent? Why is it 
so easy to have our voices silenced? Why is it so easy to curtail 
our freedom of expression? Why aren’t we ever allowed to voice 
our opinions, let alone our disprovals, to decisions that are made 
contrary to our wishes? Why is it that instead of trying to see 
the cause of our view, our view is just condemned ruthfully? 
What is so easy to curb our voices so severely?""Why can we not 
live simple lives without always having to wrestle and remind 
the world of our existence. Why is that life of a Kashmiri is just 
about experiencing a lifetime of crisis, blockade and disturbance 
so abundantly that it has taken away the recognition of 
normalcy and harmony from the hearts and minds?""Hundreds 
of questions like these-unanswered; leaving us bewildered and 
frustrated, but our frustrations find no outlet. The authority 
doesn’t make the slightest effort to put a stop to our doubts and 
speculations but stubbornly tend to go their own way to confine 
our existence mired in a confused, conflicted and a paralysed 
world," added Wasim.She ended her note with: "But I ask the 
world, what has altered your acceptance of the misery and 
oppression we’re being subjected to? Do not believe the unfair 
representation of the facts and details or the rosy hue that the 
media has cast on the reality of the situation. Ask questions, re-
examine the biased assumptions. Ask questions. For our voices 
have been silenced - and for how long....none of us really know!"

New York Fashion Week kicks 
off in shadow of Oscars

 Veteran actor Kabir 
Bedi is proud of grand-
daughter Alaya Fs 
debut act in "Jawaani 
Jaaneman"."I am so 
proud of Alaya for 
the performance she 
has given. It's such a 
beautiful performance 
and that too working 
with seasoned actors like 
Saif (Saif Ali Khan) and 
Tabu. She has worked 
so hard and prepared 
so well, so, she deserves 
every good review she is 
getting," Bedi said, at a 
special screening of the 
short film, "Nawab". He 
attended the event with 
wife Parveen Dusanj Bedi.

Alaya has been getting 
rave reviews for her 
performance in "Jawaani 
Jaaneman". She played 
the onscreen daughter 
of Saif and Tabu in the 
film.Praising Alaya's 
performance, Parveen 
said: "We are very proud 
of Alaya. She has done 
a great job in the film." 
Kabir Bedi's career has 
spanned India, the United 
States and Italy, among 
other European countries 
in film, television and 
theatre. In Bollywood, 
he is noted for his role 
as Shah Jahan in "Taj 
Mahal: An Eternal Love 
Story" and the villain in 

Rakesh Roshan's 1988 
blockbuster, "Khoon Bhari 
Maang".Internationally, 
he is known for his 
starring role in the Italian 
miniseries "Sandokan" 

and his cameo in the 
1983 James Bond film 
"Octopussy".On future 
career plans, Bedi said: 
"My career is around the 
world, so if something 

is not happening here, 
it's happening there. I 
certainly look forward to 
do much more projects 
here in the film industry 
and the OTT space. I 
think it's a great time 
for all people in the 
film industry. Many 
opportunities are opening 
up and many characters 
are coming on board 
that were never there 
before. Hopefully, I will 
contribute to this new 
form of filmmaking in 
whatever way I can." 
Kabir Bedi was last seen 
onscreen in 'Saheb, Biwi 
Aur Gangster 3", which 
released in 2018.

Actor Amit Sadh drops the trailer of 
Operation Parindey, which is based 
on a true event which is fictionalized 
to bring a ground breaking jail break 
capture that took place in 2016, a ZEE 5 
original movie. Amit Sadh dropped the 
trailer on his social media profile. He 
captioned it, “I am thrilled to share with 
you all the trailer of Operation Parindey 
premiering on Zee5 on 28th February! 
Do have a look and let me know how you 
found the trailer! #The24HourChase 
#OperationParindeyOnZEE5 @
sanjaygadhvi4 @RahulDevRising @
gaur_amit @niveditabasu @ZEE5Premium” 
The thriller features Amit Sadh, Rahul Dev, 
Ameet Gaurr, Kunal Kumar, Aakash Dhaiya, 
Rucha Inamkar amongst others.The trailer 
begins with a power-packed dialogue by 
Rahul Dev and dives straight into the jail 
break and the chase. It also gives viewers 
a sneak-peak into how the jail-break 

was meticulously planned and the grave 
situation which arose while the prisoners 
were on the loose.Operation Parindey, an 
Original Film directed by Sanjay Gadhvi 
of the Dhoom franchise. Inspired by true 
events, the story is an action thriller based 
on events and happenings post-surgical 
strikes.The story moves at a rapid pace 
through a series of unexpected twists and 
turns that will take the viewers deeper into 
the actual events surrounding the jailbreak.
It will premiere on February 28 on ZEE5.

Alaya F's debut act makes grandpa Kabir Bedi proud Amit Sadh Drops Operation 
Parindey Trailer

Margot Robbie: 
Playing Harley 

Quinn is 
exhilarating

Actress Margot Robbie says 
essaying role of Harley Quinn is 
fun as she is "so unpredictable".
Robbie will be back as Harley 
Quinn in upcoming film "Birds 
Of Prey"."(My character is so 
predictably unpredictable) 
That's why she's so fun to 
play her as an actor. She's so 
unpredictable. It gives me all the 
options in the world as an actor. 
I can do anything in a scene 
when I play Harley and that is 
such a fun, exhilarating feeling. 
I said from the beginning, that 
she should start this movie in 
one place and kind of go through 
this whole whirlwind of events 
and she's still the same Harley 
at the end of the film. She's 
just gone on a crazy adventure. 
But that's what I love about 
her, she just is who she is, and 
she learns things on the way 
but then she still will make the 
same mistake the next day," 
she said. The "Suicide Squad" 
spin-off sees Robbie leading 
the film as Harley Quinn, who 
is surrounded by a new squad. 
This all-female team comprises 
Black Canary (Jurnee Smollett-
Bell), Huntress (Mary Elizabeth 
Winstead) and detective Renee 
Montoya (Rosie Perez), who 
team up to save Cassandra Cain 
(Ella Jay Basco), aka the future 
Batgirl. Warner Bros. Pictures 
will release the film in India on 
February 7.The actress wants 
people watching the film to have 
some fun, and experience the 
world through the eyes of Harley 
Quinn."I want them to have fun, 
and I want them to experience 
the world through Harley's eyes. 
For two hours you're going to 
hear her version of events. She's 
our narrator, and she's doing 
a terrible job of it. She's lying 
constantly. 

Randeep Hooda Is A 
Fantastic Actor Says 

Imtiaz Ali
Imtiaz Ali spills the beans on working for the third 
time with Randeep Hooda in Love Aaj Kal.After 
Highway and Cocktail, Randeep Hooda and Imtiaz Ali 
have teamed up for Love Aaj Kal. The film revolves 
around two love stories, set in 1990 and 2020 and 
how the concept of love has changed over the years. 
The film stars Kartik Aaryan and Sara Ali Khan, and 
Randeep Hooda plays a pivotal role in the film.
Speaking on working with Randeep, Ali said, 
“Randeep is a fantastic actor with many great 
qualities but the most impressive quality he has is 
that he completely transforms himself for the role he 
plays,” says Imtiaz, adding that the actor — unlike his 
rough outing in Highway — will be seen as a “suave, 
charismatic owner of a chic co-working space”.He 
also added, "Working with Randeep in Love Aaj Kal 
was like working with a new actor. While working 
with him as Raj, I wasn’t even reminded of the 
actor that I worked so intimately with in Highway. 
His passion and dedication to the craft of acting 
is exemplary and I hope to work with him many 
times in different roles.”Randeep Hooda's part in the 
film was kept under the wraps as it was a strategic 
decision to reveal it at a later stage and now the 
makers are all ready to reveal his character.
According to Ali, Randeep's character holds and 
connects the two storylines of the films i.e set in 
Udaipur in the early '90s and Modern Day Delhi. 
When Imtiaz explained Randeep's character 'Raj' 
he said that he is a modern-day metropolitan man, 
who stumbles upon a growing relationship between 
a young couple. When Raj begins to tell his story of 
the romance between him and Zoe (Sara Ali Khan), 
it starts to affect the story of Zoe and Veer (Karthik 
Aaryan), and this is how the two love stories in 
different eras interact with and influence each other.
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