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FIRST COLUMN

Surat, Agency. Criticising the National 
Register of Citizens (NRC), Citizenship 
Amendment Act (CAA) and National 
Population Register (NPR) for being 
against the spirit of the Constitution, over 
a hundred lawyers on Monday submitted 
a memorandum to the Surat District 
Collector urging the Central Government 
to not implement them. “The Indian 
Constitution calls for equality, it doesn’t 
discriminate on the basis of caste, creed 
or religion, but the aim of NRC, CAA and 
NPR is to divide the society on these lines 
and this will fuel communal hatred. Seven 
states have already opposed CAA. This has 
already caused a lot of violence in Assam 
and many people have lost their lives,” the 
memorandum reads. It further added that 
those SC/ST, OBC and Muslims who don’t 
have documents to prove their citizenship 
will be left nowhere if the Central 
government goes ahead with its plan of 
implementing it across the nation. 

Lawyers submit 
memo against NRC, 
CAA and NPR in Surat

New Delhi, Agency.  Bank accounts of 
St Xavier’s College, Kolkata and Knight 
Riders Sports Pvt Ltd, the holding 
company of IPL team Kolkata Knight 
Riders, are among those provisionally 
attached by the Enforcement Directorate 
in an alleged money laundering case 
linked to the Rose Valley chit fund scandal. 
The book value of the assets attached 
is said to be over Rs 70 crore. The ED 
said movable and immovable properties 
of various entities and individuals who 
allegedly received funds from the Rose 
Valley Group and related entities have 
been attached. These include bank 
accounts of M/s Multiple Resorts Pvt 
Ltd, St Xavier’s College, Kolkata, M/s 
Knight Riders Sports Pvt Ltd etc. The total 
amount attached in these bank accounts 
have been pegged by ED at Rs 16.20 
crore. Venky Mysore, CEO of KKR and Red 
Chillies Entertainment, did not respond to 
a text message from The Indian Express 
seeking comment. The ED also attached 
24 acres of landed property in Ramnagar 
and Mahishadal, Purba Medinipur, West 
Bengal; a flat at Dilkap Chambers, Mumbai 
and one acre of landed property at Jyoti 
Basu Nagar, New Town, Kolkata and one 
hotel on VIP Road. The ED said it initiated 
investigation under the Prevention of 
Money Laundering Act on the basis of 
FIRs and chargesheets received from 
West Bengal Police against the Rose Valley 
Group of Companies and others. 

Rose Valley: KKR firm’s 
bank account among 
those attached by ED

Mumbai, Agency. Former education minister 
and BJP MLA Ashish Shelar on Monday 
apologised for his controversial remark 
directed against Chief Minister Uddhav 
Thackeray. While addressing a public 
meeting at Palghar on Sunday, Shelar had 
said, “The state is not your father’s property 
for you to decide on not implementing 
an Act which has been passed by Indian 
Parliament.” The BJP leader’s remark created 
a flutter, with Congress, NCP and Shiv Sena 
countering the attack. A section within BJP 
also expressed disappointment at Shelar’s 
remark. Thackeray had said, “While CAA 
will not impact anybody’s citizenship, NRC 
will not be implemented in Maharashtra.” 
Following hue and cry within Sena, Congress, 
NCP, Shelar was quick to apologise. He said, 
“I have not taken anybody’s name or directed 
the statement against any individual. Yet, if 
my words have hurt anybody’s sentiments, I 
wish to apologise.”

BJP MLA Ashish Shelar Shelar 
apologises for his remark 
against Uddhav Thackeray

Mumbai, Agency. 

The state has recorded a 64.5 per cent decrease in wetland 
area documented in the National Wetland Atlas 2011 
(Maharashtra). The Atlas, mapped under the 2010 wetland 
rules, had marked 44,714 wetlands across the state, which 
covered an area of 10 lakh hectare. However, on January 30, 
the state submitted a list of only 15,865 verified potential 
wetland zones in the Bombay High Court. The reasons 
for this sharp drop, said officials, are one, the amended 
2017 Wetland (Conservation and Management) rules that 
do not incorporate wetlands in coastal regulation zones 
(CRZ) and de-recognised 
salt pans as wetlands; 
two, wrong mapping 
in 2010 which did not 
stand up to the scrutiny 
of “ground proofing”; and 
three, encroachments 
that have swallowed 
some wetlands. In the list 
submitted to the court, 
Mumbai has 59 verified 
potential wetland zones 
10 in the city and 49 in the suburbs. Of the nearly 16,000 
sites in the list, 759 sites across the state are still pending 
verification through ground inspection. According to 
UNESCO, wetlands are ecosystems saturated with water, 
either seasonally or permanently. They are important for 
flood control as they store excess water and ensure its 
quality, providing resilience against drought. They play a 
central role in sustaining fresh water sources. According 
to RAMSAR Convention, wetlands include: “All lakes and 
rivers, underground aquifers, swamps and marshes, wet 
grasslands, peat lands, oases, estuaries, deltas and tidal 
flats, mangroves and other coastal areas, coral reefs, and 
all human made sites such as fish ponds, rice paddies, 
reservoirs and salt pans”. 

The list submitted in the High Court will now be 
scrutinised and a final list of wetlands will be notified by 
the state. “This is a primary list which is prepared by the 
district collectors and tehsildars by ground proofing. Now 
this list will be studied by the state wetland committee 
headed by the state environment minister. Following that, 
a final list of wetlands will be sent to state department for 
final notification,” said Sanjay Sandanshiv, under secretary, 
environment department. According to an earlier affidavit 
by state government, there were no wetlands in Nandurbar, 
Parbhani and Nagpur districts, based on reports from the 
respective district collectors. 

Maharashtra : records 
64.5 pc decrease in 

wetland area

Lucknow, Agency. 

CHIEF MINISTER Yogi Adityanath has 
directed that an FIR be registered against 
former director of the Panchayati Raj 
department as well as district level 
Panchayati Raj officers from 12 districts 
for allegedly providing performance grant 
to non-eligible gram panchayats ignoring 
the Centre’s guidelines and government 
orders in this regard. The incident dates 
back to 2017 and Adityanath approved 
registration of FIR under section 7 and 13 
(1) of Prevention of Corruption Act. 

Both state level and district level 
officers are being investigated in this case 
and districts include Barabanki, Varanasi, 
Ghazipur, Saharanpur, Etawah, Deoria, 
Mahrajganj, Azamgarh, Gorakhpur, Mathura, 
Agra, Aligarh. A government spokesperson 
informed that the former director (now 
retired) concerned is Anil Kumar Damele 
and other senior officials against whom 
registration of FIR has been approved 
include additional director Rajendra Singh, 
chief finance and account officer Keshav 
Singh, among others. While section 7 
defines public servant taking gratification 
other than legal remuneration in respect 
of an official act, which is punishable with 

imprisonment of not less than six months, 
which may be extended to five years and shall 
also be liable to a fine. Meanwhile, Section 
13(1) of the Act defines public servant 
is said to commit the offence of criminal 
misconduct. The punishment defined for 
the same is imprisonment for a term not 
less than a year, which may be extended to 
seven years. Sources in the government said 
there was misapropriation of about Rs 107 
crore funds in the name of “performance 
grant” to non-eligible Gram panchayats. 
Official spokesperson of the government 
informed that there was vigilance inquiry 
ordered into the incident, which is still 
going on and based on the vigilance report 
out of 1798 gram panchayats of 31 districts, 
performance grant was allocated to 1,123 
gram panchayats in an unauthorised 
manner and neglecting guidelines. 

UP : CM orders FIR against several 
officials, ex-chief of Panchayati Raj dept

Thiruvananthapuram, Agency.   

ON THE day Kerala reported a third case of the Novel 
Coronavirus (nCoV 2019) and declared the outbreak 
as a “state calamity”, the central government set up a 
Group of Ministers (GoM) to monitor measures taken 
across the country to prevent the virus from spreading 
further. Officials said the latest patient, from Kasaragod 
district, is a student in Wuhan  the Chinese city at the 
centre of the outbreak  and had travelled back to India 
10 days ago. All the three cases are “out of danger” with 
“normal symptoms of infection”, officials said. State 
Health Department officials said the third patient, a 
22-year-old man, took the same route to return home  
via Kunming in China, Kolkata and Kochi  as the first 
two patients who were also students in Wuhan. “But, 
he travelled on a different flight. In fact, the third case 
has thrown up a new batch of contacts to be traced. 

We have put other passengers of the flights 
under the high-risk category, and their status 
is under close observation,’’ sources said. Last 
Thursday, officials announced the first case and 
said that the patient is a 20-year-old woman 
from Thrissur. The second case, a 22-year-old 
man from Alappuzha, was reported Sunday. Their 
samples were among an initial batch of 20 tested 
in Kerala. Confirming the “third positive case”, the 
Union Health Ministry said in a statement: “The 
patient has a travel history from Wuhan in China…

and is in isolation in the hospital. The patient 
is stable and is being closely monitored.”Kerala 
government officials said 2,239 persons from the 
state who had been to China recently have been 
put under observation, including 2,155 under 
home quarantine, while 84 have been isolated in 
hospitals. State Health Minister K K Shailaja said 
the State Disaster Management Authority (SDMA) 
has decided to declare the epidemic as a state 
calamity. “There are chances of more positive cases 
emerging in the coming days. Surveillance and 
control measures have been strengthened across 
Kerala. As on Monday, 140 samples from patients 
isolated in hospitals have been sent to the National 
Institute of Virology in Pune for tests, and 46 have 
been negative,’’ she said. 

Coronavirus: Third case in five days, Kerala 
declares state calamity, Centre forms GoM

60 Pakistan Hindus cross into India at Attari-
Wagah border, some say may seek asylum

Amritsar, Agency.   

About 60 Pakistani Hindus Monday 
crossed over to India through the 
Attari-Wagah border carrying 
tourist visa with some of them 
indicating that they felt unsafe in 
the neighbouring country and hoped 
that India will grant them citizenship. 
Shiromani Akali Dal leader and 
Delhi Sikh Gurdwara Management 
Committee president Manjinder 
Singh Sirsa received four “Dalit Hindu 
Sikh families” who he claimed had 
were facing religious persecution in 
Pakistan. He said he will urge Centre 
to grant them Indian citizenship 
under the Citizenship (Amendment) 
Act (CAA). “These families have come 
to India to take refuge as they are 
religiously persecuted in Pakistan. 
I was in touch with them for a long 
time and all of them want to become 
Indian citizens. 

They were facing many hardships 
in Pakistan…the daughters of a 
family were kidnapped and forced to 
convert,” Sirsa said without divulging 
the details of the family. “Right now I 
have four families which want to live 
in India and do not want to go back 
to Pakistan. One of them is family of 
doctors. The have high hopes from 
CAA. There are many such families 
coming from Pakistan. I will meet 
Union Home Minister Amit Shah along 
with the victim families and request 
him to grant them citizenship as 
soon as possible,” Sirsa later said in 
a Facebook post. The CAA envisages 
giving Indian nationality to members 
of Hindu, Sikh, Buddhist, Jain, Parsi 
and Christian communities, who 
have come from Pakistan, Bangladesh 
and Afghanistan till December 31, 
2014 due to religious persecution 
there. According to BSF officials, not 
wanting to be named, the number 
of Hindus from Pakistan using this 
border to come to India has increased 

significantly after the new citizenship 
law was notified. The Hindu and Sikh 
families mostly arrive on tourist visa 
to visit gurdwaras and temples or 
to meet their relatives in India.Most 
of those who crossed over to India 
on Monday belonged to Sindh and 
Karachi areas. Some of them carried 
luggage and at least one of them that 
he will try to seek asylum in India. 
Parkash Dev, in his mid 40s, who hails 
from Sindh said, “I have come along 
with wife and our two children. We 
are facing trouble in Pakistan. We have 
very limited economic opportunities 
there. Our daughters are threatened 
there. I know a family whose only 
son was shot due to his religion. I 
have read about the CAA and I am 
hopeful that India will welcome us. It 
is our country. It was mistake of my 
ancestors that they didn’t come to 
India after Partition. I don’t want my 
children to suffer like me,” Parkash Dev 
said. However, the other families were 
non-committal. Ram Bhel, also from 
Sindh, said his family hasn’t faced any 
problems in Pakistan. “We have come 
here on 25-day tourist visa. I have not 
thought about staying over in India. 
We will see what happens next,” Bhel, 

who is in his 30s, said. Another tourist 
Naresh Dahir (25), said, “I don’t know 
much about CAA, but we have come to 
know that now Pakistani Hindus will 
be welcomed in India. 

It would be great if we are allowed 
to live in India. However, it does not 
mean that I am facing any hardship 
in Pakistan. I have many relatives 
in India. It would be great if we are 
given an opportunity to stay here”.
Nishant, who too has his ancestral 
village in Sindh, said this was his third 
trip to India. “I know there are many 
in Pakistan Hindu community who 
are excited about CAA and living in 
India, but I am not one of them. I will 
go back. I think there will be very 
few who would not like to go back to 
Pakistan,” he said. Meanwhile, security 
and intelligence agencies are keeping 
a close watch on the Hindu and Hindu 
Sikh families that have arrived in India 
in the recent past. “It is a big issue. 
What if these families didn’t return? 
Most of them do not that only those 
families will get the benefit under 
CAA who had entered India before 
December 31, 2014,” said a Punjab 
Intelligence official, requesting not to 
be named.

Kutch traders who supported bandh against CAA allege boycott, threats
While no complaints have been filed with the police

Rajkot, Agency.  

Some traders and residents of Kutch district, 
who supported a bandh call in protest of 
the Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) on 
January 29, have alleged that they have been 
facing boycott from those supporting the new 
citizenship law. While no complaints have been 
filed with the police, purported videos and 
messages calling for a boycott are doing the 
rounds of social media. 

In Ratnal, a village in Anjar taluka of eastern 
Kutch, a group which identified itself as Akhil 
Bharat Desh Rakshak Samiti allegedly put up a 
hoarding that read “Jai Shri Ram: Anti-national 
elements shall not stop or park their vehicles 
and rickshaws in Ratnal village.” While the 
hoarding has been taken down, police said there 
is no organisation by that name. Parikshita 
Rathod, Superintendent of Police, Kutch (East), 
said: “The banner was against ‘anti-nationals’. 
It does not require any action from our side.” 
“Ratnal is only 3 km from our village, but people 
have stopped going there as they have put up 
banners which prohibit halt there,” said Juma 
Para, sarpanch of Chubdak village. Para said 
that after the banner surfaced, he called up 

Trikambhai Varchand, husband of Ratnal village 
sarpanch, Sariyaben. “Trikambhai assured me 
that the matter will be sorted out and people 
would be able to go to his village. But the 
villagers are apprehensive,” he said. Ratnal is 
also home to Gujarat Minister for Tourism and 
Welfare of OBC, Vasan Ahir. Two days after the 
bandh, messages originated from several pro-
CAA social media accounts, calling the traders 

who joined the bandh “anti-nationals” and 
exhorting people to stop purchasing goods 
from their shops so that “they remain shut 
forever”. Bharat Sanghvi, a local BJP worker in 
Kutch, also forwarded in his social media group 
a message which asked people not to dine at a 
hotel that remained shut on January 29. Hussain 
Memon, a vegetable vendor of Pandhor village 
in Lakhtpat taluka of Kutch, alleged that he was 
stopped by a group of men when he entered 
nearby Navanagar village with his mini-truck 
on January 30 to sell vegetables. In a purported 
video of the incident that went viral on social 
media, one of the men is heard saying, “The 
village was shut yesterday. So we have decided 
that no one (who joined the bandh) will be 
allowed to enter our village from today.”

Memon, from the driver’s cabin, is seen trying 
to reason with the men, saying that people in 
Kutch have been living in harmony for years. But 
he is cut short by one of the men. “This is not 
for you alone. I swear by god, this has become 
a law for everyone…,” the man tells Memon. 
Another man tells the vendor: “Today, we are 
telling you politely that from tomorrow onward, 
the chhakdo (mini truck) should not enter 
the village…” Navanagar, about 1.5 km from 

Pandhro, is part of Pandhro village panchayat. 
Memon told The Indian Express that that he used 
to visit five to eight villages where he used to sell 
vegetables worth around Rs 5,000 everyday. But 
since that day, the 39-year-old vendor has not 
ventured out of Pandhro. “I feel it is too risky to 
take my vehicle to those villages. I have stopped 
visiting those villages lest someone vandalises 
my truck. I spoke with Rajubhai, a leader of 
Navanagar, and Vikramsinh Sodha, a leader 
of the BJP youth wing. They told me I was free 
to visit villages to sell vegetables. But I have 
not mustered courage,” Menon said. “I’ve been 
visiting these villages for the past 13 years… 
Such a thing had never happened before… 
I have not filed a police complaint but I did 
convey details to our local community leaders. 
I am waiting for their response,” said Memon, 
who supports his family of three daughters, a 
son, wife and parents. Similar messages calling 
for a boycott also surfaced in Vadodara. The list 
of establishments to be “boycotted”, including 
those from south Gujarat districts and Surat city, 
was also reportedly updated. The posts termed 
the bandh supporters as “traitors” and called for 
people to stop dining at restaurants run by them 
and buying from their shops.
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Rivals question DMK’s confidence after Stalin hires Prashant Kishor’s firm

Coronavirus scare : 4 in isolation 
ward of Kolkata hospital

Chennai, Agency. 

M K Stalin-led Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam 
(DMK) has become the latest political 
outfit to seal a pact with political strategist 
Prashant Kishor-led consultancy firm 
Indian Political Action Committee (I-PAC) 
ahead of next year’s state Assembly polls. 
While the DMK leadership believes that 
collaboration with Kishor’s firm would 
ensure them an emphatic victory in the 
2021 elections, rival-parties and political 
commentators have a slightly different view. 
The official confirmation has put an end to 
speculations around DMK approaching 
Kishor’s political advocacy group after the 
party had a fallout with former strategist 
Sunil Konelelu in November 2019. 

DMK had swept the 2019 Lok Sabha 
Elections, winning 38 of 39 seats. In the 
bypolls to the 22 vacant assembly seats in 
the state, the party made electoral inroads 
by clinching 13 seats. Even in the recently 
held rural body elections, DMK won the 
maximum number of seats. With the 
party’s prospects in next year’s elections 
looking bright, the decision to include 
Prashant Kishor in their team has raised 
quite a few eyebrows. Taking a dig at DMK’s 
decision to collaborate with I-PAC, AIADMK 
Minister D Jayakumar Monday said that 
“M K Stalin should henceforth be called as 
P K Stalin” as the DMK leader would listen 
only to Kishor’s commands. “DMK has 

lost confidence in party machinery and 
local leaders and hence they have hired 
a strategist for the assembly election,” he 
said. R Venkatesh, editor of a leading Tamil 
daily, told indianexpress.com that DMK’s 
move to hire Prashant Kishor is to bring 
in more professionalism within the party. 
“Prashant Kishor has been able to deliver 
in his earlier assignments. Secondly, there 
is a difference between the third party 
like I-PAC analysing the public mood in 
comparison with the party cadres’ opinion. 
To bring in professionalism, they have 
roped in a senior strategist like Prashant 
Kishor. And yes, most of the traditional 
parties may not like this professionalism 
but Stalin has understood that he needs a 
push like this. Internally DMK would have 
analysed the voter’s behaviour – their 
aspirations, likes, dislikes, etc. This is a very 

professional approach by DMK, whether 
they would succeed or not depends on the 
voters. We can assess the difference in their 
campaign and say whether it has worked 
or not,” he said. Venkatesh further added 
that the aspirations of today’s voters differ 
from one place to another even within 
the state. “The urban and the rural voters 
have different aspirations, it’s not one-
dimensional anymore. Earlier there used 
to be one leader and the public followed 
whatever he said, and the leader took the 
opinion of the public if something is not 
working. But today, with the advent rise 
of social media and wide-spread debate 
throughout the state and the emergence 
of new stakeholders, it has become multi-
dimensional. So to save the existing vote 
bank, and to reach the new generation 
of voters, the parties think they need 

external support and hence they hire 
them,” he added. A senior journalist said 
the party’s partnership with Prashant 
Kishor had begun much earlier and this is 
just an official confirmation. “During the 
recent Periyar controversy, the Dravidar 
Kazhagam and the second-rung leaders 
protested vociferously against Rajinikanth 
and some even criticised the other religious 
group. However, there was not much 
reaction from DMK and especially from 
Stalin. They don’t want to lose the vote bank 
by organising huge rally or protest in favour 
of Periyar and agitate the other group, all 
these are part of their election strategy,” 
he said. Political commentator Raveendran 
Duraisamy said DMK’s partnership with 
I-PAC shows that they are scared of a new 
player like Rajinikanth. 

“Prashant Kishor approached 
Rajinikanth earlier with a view that he will 
be the game changer in 2021 elections, 
but since Rajinikanth told Kishor to wait 
for some period which he wasn’t ready, 
he shifted his base to other parties. Stalin 
thinks that the image of Kishor alone 
could help him succeed in the polls, it 
may backfire. Kishor is a businessman, 
his antics with an age-old party like DMK 
may not work out well. His strategies will 
irk the DMK office bearers at the ground 
level who had been following a specific 
path all these years and working for the 
welfare of the party. 

New Delhi, Agency. 

Parliament is likely to witness 
protests over the contentious 
Citizenship (Amendment) 
Act today as well. On Monday, 
while Rajya Sabha proceedings 
were washed out after several 
adjournments, Lok Sabha saw 
Opposition MPs protest in the 
Well against the new law. Today, 
Civil Aviation Minister Hardeep 
Singh Puri will introduce the 
Aircraft (Amendment) Bill, 2020 
in Lok Sabha Tuesday. Also, the 
Motion of Thanks on President Ram Nath 
Kovind’s speech, which was moved by BJP 
MP Parvesh Verma Monday, will be further 
considered. Several leaders including 
Home Minister Amit Shah, agriculture 
minister Narendra Singh Tomar, Arjun 
Ram Meghwal and Congress leader Adhir 
Ranjan Chowdhury are scheduled to 
speak in the House today. In Rajya Sabha, 
Bhupender Yadav will move the Motion of 
Thanks to President’s address on January 
31 and Sudhanshu Trivedi will second the 

motion. “That the Members of the Rajya 
Sabha assembled in this Session are deeply 
grateful to the President for the Address 
which he has been pleased to deliver to 
both Houses of Parliament assembled 
together on January 31, 2020.” 

Meanwhile, TMC’s Derek O’Brien and 
DMK’s T Siva have given the suspension 
of business notice in Rajya Sabha under 
Rule 267 over the “prevailing situation 
in the country due to proposed NPR-NRC 
following the Citizenship Amendment Act”.

Lucknow, Agency.

ALIGARH police on Monday issued notices to 
153 people, including women, to sign a bond 
with a warning that they may face legal action 
if any untoward incident occurs outside 
Shahjamal Eidgah in the city, where women 
have been on a sit-in protest for the last six 
days against the Citizenship (Amendment) 
Act [CAA] and the National Register of Citizens 
(NRC). The police said notices have been 
issued to men who are said to be providing 
logistic support to the protesting women.

Taking note of two incidents of firing at 
Delhi’s Jamia Millia Islamia and Shaheen Bagh, 
the epicentre of anti-CAA protest now, Aligarh 
police have put up two door metal detectors 
on the road leading to the protest site, officials 
said. “Today we issued notices to 153 persons 
(under Section 107/116 of CrPC) to sign a 
bond to ensure that no violence takes place 
during the protest,” Senior Superintendent of 
Police, Aligarh, Akash Kulhary said. He said 
besides the women at the sit-in, they have also 
issued notices to those who are helping the 
protesters. Officials said the police began the 
exercise after they failed to convince people 
to withdraw the protest. Three FIRs have 
been lodged in connection with the protest 
at Aligarh’s Delhi Gate police station over the 
last six days. The cases have been registered 
under IPC Sections 145 (joining or continuing 
in unlawful assembly, knowing it has been 
commanded to disperse), 147 (rioting), 188 

(disobedience to order duly promulgated by 
public servant) and 341 (wrongful restrain). 
No one has been arrested so far.. After failing 
to convince the people to withdraw the sit-in, 
the police are learnt to have started identifying 
protesters, and those who would be present 
at the site and regularly support them. 

There are more than 500 protesters at 
the sit-in, who come from different parts 
of Aligarh, an officer said. There has been 
heavy police deployment in the area to avoid 
any untoward incident. SSP Kulhary said no 
one has been arrested since the amount of 
sentence in charges they have been booked 
under are less than seven years. A chargesheet 
would be filed in the case soon, he added. The 
first FIR was lodged on January 24 against 
four named persons and around 150-200 
unidentified people for allegedly raising 
slogans in a group. The second FIR was against 
eight named people, including three women, 
and 250-300 unidentified persons  also for 
raising slogans after organising themselves in 
group  on January 30. 

Kolkata, Agency.

The Vishva Hindu Parishad (VHP) on Monday accused 
police of inaction during an alleged attack on its 
mass marriage event in Malda district and demanded 
strong action against miscreants. As part of its regular 
programmes in SC/ST and tribal belts, the VHP had on 
Sunday organised a mass wedding ceremony for poor 
couples at a Malda village. However the right-wing outfit 
alleged that miscreants 
of Jharkhand Desam 
Party disrupted the event 
in police presence. “We 
had taken permission 
from the authorities for 
the programme, and 
policeman were present 
at the venue. Despite 
this, the ceremony was 
attacked by henchmen 
of the Jharkhand Desam 
Party. The Mamata 
Banerjee government’s police stood as mute spectators. 
We demand strong action against the attackers on mass 
marriage of 133 tribal couples,” said VHP’s all-India 
assistant secretary Achchutanand Kar. A senior police 
officer said that the police were looking into the matter. 
“We have lodged a complaint with the police demanding 
immediate arrests of the culprits. Otherwise, we will 
be forced to carry out a state-wide protest,” he added. 
Spokesperson of Jharkhand Desam Party and Trinamool 
Congress were not available for comment.

Kolkata, Agency.

Four persons have been kept in the isolation 
ward of Beliaghata ID Hospital in Kolkata 
over concerns that they may be infected with 
the novel coronavirus. Two of them were 
admitted on Monday and the rest last week. 
Three of the four had returned from China 
on January 23 by the same flight taken by a 
Kerala student who was India’s first positive 
case. Blood and swab samples of one of the 
personss were sent to National Institute of 
Biosciences in Pune on Sunday, and those of 
two others to National Institute of Cholera 
and Enteric Diseases (NICED) in Kolkata. 

The reports are awaited. A fourth person, 
who just returned from China, has got himself 
admitted to the hospital to check whether 
he is carrying the virus. The four have been 
kept under observation and their condition 
is said to be stable. Hospital Superintendent 
Mrinmoy Ghosh told reporters, “Those 
who had returned to India on January 23 
and had taken the same flight with Kerala’s 
first positive case have been kept under 
observation here. We have sent their samples 
for tests.” The person who reached India on a 
different flight said, “I was not feeling well so I 

decided to get myself checked. I am pursuing 
research work in chemistry and travel to 
China for this. I came back to Kolkata after 
taking leave. As I have come from China, it is 
important that I get myself checked.” Another 
person who returned to Kolkata from China’s 
southern province of Hunan and visited the 
hospital on Monday said, “I have come here 
as a precautionary measure to get myself 
checked. It is not possible to stay in isolation 
at home. Here I will be kept in isolation. So far, 
doctors have given me some guidelines which 
can be followed at home. I hope they will soon 
discharge me.”

Lucknow, New Delhi

Granting bail to former Union Minister Swami 
Chinmayanand, who was arrested last September 
on the charge of sexually assaulting a student 
of a law college he runs in Shahjahanpur, the 
Allahabad High Court, in its order Monday, called 
it “a complete matter of quid pro quo” and said 
the young woman’s conduct was “astonishing”, 
and that she “tried to blackmail him for ransom”. 
Justice Rahul Chaturvedi, in his order, said: “A girl, 
whose virginity is at stake, not uttering a single 
word to her own parent or before the Court 
regarding the alleged incident, is an astonishing 
conduct which speak volumes about the 
ingeniousness of the prosecution story.” 

Relying on the final report of the police under 
Section 173 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 
Justice Chaturvedi noted that Chinmayanand 
who “once adorned the post of State Minister for 
internal affairs in the Government of India has got 
himself involved in a most discreet incident and 
that too for a considerable period of time”. On the 
woman’s statement recorded under CrPC Section 

164  a statement made before a magistrate  the 
court said it “contains almost same flavour and 
texture with certain modifications hither and 
thither” as the statements made before police. 
The order said “it is also noteworthy there are 
material on record where the family members of 
Miss “A” were being benefited out of the solipsistic 
behavior of the accused applicant. It is also 
noticeable that there is also nothing on record 
that during the period of the alleged atrocities 
committed upon Miss “A” she made any complaint 
or even any whisper to her family members 
against the accused applicant” and “therefore, at 
this juncture, this Court draws its conclusion that 

it was a complete matter of quid pro quo but over 
a span of time the greed for extracting “more”, 
she along with her accomplices seems to have 
advanced for hatching a conspiracy against the 
applicant and tried to blackmail him for ransom, 
through the obscenic video clips recorded by 
herself”. The bail order also questions why the 
victim did not disclose the incident to her parents. 
“She never shared anything with anyone including 
her parents. On the other hand, during those dark 
period, on her own, purchased a spy-camera fitted 
goggles, from which she shot nude pictures and 
recorded videos of the accused, which were used 
by her in demanding the ransom money from the 
accused applicant, after blackmailing.” “What is 
mind boggling, disturbing and matter of concern 
is that a student of LL.M., i.e. Miss “A” comes into 
contact with the applicant, seeks and enjoys his 
‘patronage’ and ‘benevolence’ as well as on her 
family members and in lieu of that she was said 
to be exploited physically by the applicant, keeps 
mum throughout the entire long period for almost 
9-10 months,” it noted, asking if “it is difficult to 
decipher as to who has used whom?”. 

Bail to Chinmayanand, judge refers to 
silence when ‘virginity is at stake’

Bidar, Agency. 

The nine-year-old breaks down when asked 
where her mother is. It’s been three days since 
Najumunissa, a single parent, was put in jail 
on sedition charges after the Class 5 student 
spoke against the Citizenship (Amendment) 
Act in a school play, and said she would 
hit anyone who asked for documents with 
shoes. Apart from Najumunissa, police 
have held the school headmistress, Fareeda 
Begum, on sedition charges. It has also 
seized the slippers held up by a student 
as Najumunissa’s daughter said “joote 
marenge” as “evidence”. Since police have 
been dropping in daily to question students 
at the Shaheen Urdu Primary School since the 
arrests, parents have been coming to ensure 
they are around when that happens. On 
Monday, D N Nagesh took over as the Bidar 
Superintendent of Police after T Sreedhara 
was suddenly transferred on January 31, 
a day after the two women were arrested. 
In between sobs, Najumunissa’s daughter 
manages to say “bhabhi”, referring to their 
landlord’s wife who has been taking care of 
her with Najumunissa in prison. Express 

Lodged at the Bidar District jail, 
Najumunissa, 35, who has no WhatsApp on 
phone, says she knows little about the CAA or 
the National Register of Citizens except what 
they had heard on TV and “once on someone’s 
mobile”. Her daughter was selected by the 
school along with six others to prepare a 
play on the Act, and Najumunissa says the 
nine-year-old decided to repeat what she 
had heard on TV. “We rehearsed the lines 
several times at home,” she says. Police say 
Najumunissa was arrested based on the 
Class 5 student’s statement that it was her 
mother who had prepared the script, and that 
Najumunissa had told her especially to say 
“joote marenge” several times, including just 
before the play started. Headmistress Fareeda 
Begum, 52, says she had no idea what the girl 
planned to say. “We decided to stage the play 
to inform students about the CAA. After giving 
a broad outline, I left it to the seven students 
to prepare their scripts. I did not know what 
Najumunissa had prepared.” The government-
aided Shaheen Urdu Primary School has 254 
students. The Shaheen Group of Institutions 
and Allama Iqbal Educational Society have 
over 50 branches in 13 states. CEO Thouseef 
Madikeri says 45 per cent of their over 2,000 
students, including in Shaheen English 
Primary and Secondary School and Junior 
College branches in Bidar, are Hindus. The 
headmistress now for 10 years, Fareeda 
Begum adds, “I would not have allowed those 

lines to be said had I known. Since I was in-
charge of the play, I have been booked.” The 
mother of two, whose husband is a mechanic, 
had to be briefly hospitalised due to low 
blood pressure following her arrest. The 
play was staged on January 21. After it was 
livestreamed on social media, ‘social worker’ 
Neelesh Rakshaal registered a complaint 
on January 26, and the arrests followed on 
January 30. Najumunissa and her daughter 
moved to Bidar from the remote village of 
Hallikhed in Humnabad in the district just 
two months ago. Her husband M Aijazuddin, 
a farmer, died seven years ago, leaving her 
with three acres land and an infant daughter. 
“I moved here after giving the land on lease 
for Rs 15-20,000 per annum, and taking up 
work as a house help,” says Najumunissa. 
Herself illiterate, she hoped the move would 
help her daughter get a good education. The 
Shaheen Urdu school was a natural choice. 
Students from mainly economically and 
socially weaker sections study in institutions 
run by the Shaheen Group and many receive 
scholarships or fee waivers. The society 
runs a highly successful NEET programme 
integrated with Class 12, with 327 of its 
students clearing it last academic year. Says 
CEO Madikeri, “We have never had this kind 
of an incident. Sometimes in Class 11 and 12 
we have more Hindus than Muslims. Due to 
political pressure on police, this incident has 
been blown out of proportion.” Questioning 
the police interrogation of students, a school 
official said, “They are taking aside all 
students who participated in the play and 

those who saw it and questioning them. They 
don’t let any teacher or management official 
to be present. The students are scared.” 
An investigation team led by Deputy SP 
Basweshwar Hira questioned students and 
teachers for 45 minutes on Thursday, three 
hours on Friday, questioned 60-70 students 
for about an hour on Saturday, and spent an 
hour on Monday, also seizing school CCTV 
and other records. Asked what police were 
doing, Deputy SP Hira said, “When we have 
something to share, we will announce it.”

Officials at the New Town Police Station 
where the case was registered said police 
are investigating if teachers were involved in 
spreading “false information” about the CAA, 
NRC and NPR. “From students we have come to 
know teachers have started a misinformation 
campaign and the play was a part of it,” an 
official said. Parents say police have been 
asking students questions like who took part 
in the play, who wrote the script, did teachers 
tell them to speak against the CAA and Central 
government and prime minister, and whether 
teachers had told them to urge parents not to 
show identification papers. The parents say 
they are surprised. Said one, whose daughter 
was a part of the play, “In Delhi, a BJP Union 
minister says ‘goli maaro (open fire)’ and he 
gets away with it. Goons enter JNU and beat 
up students and no arrests are made. But a 
Class 5 girl says that if anyone asks for papers, 
‘usko joote maaro’, and all hell breaks loose!” 
Another parent says, “I don’t understand 
how this is seditious. What is anti-national in 
9-10-year-olds talking of the CAA?”

9-yr-old waits for mother to be freed, 
police seize slippers, question children

Day after attack on mass 
marriage event, VHP 

alleges police inaction

 Lok Sabha adjourned till 12 pm 
after uproar over CAA-NRC

In Aligarh, police issue notices to 153 
people: Face action if violence erupts
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Delhi: Sanitation worker injured 
in sewer mishap wanted to quit

Vijay Kumar, New Delhi

A day after a sanitation worker died 
cleaning a sewer in CBD ground in 
Karkardooma, his colleagues claimed 
they were called in on Saturday to clean 
up the manhole and drain. They initially 
refused to clean it as the contractor 
didn’t give them safety equipment, but 
claimed they were forced to do the job 
or forgo pay. The victim, Ravi, died after 
he allegedly inhaled toxic fumes from 
the sewer, which was to be cleaned up as 
part of preparations ahead of the Prime 
Minister’s rally on Monday. 

The second worker. Sanjay, who 
went in to save him remains critical. 
“Sanjay didn’t want to clean the 
manhole. He went to quit and collect his 
wages from the contractor. But he got 
into the sewer after Ravi didn’t come 
out and fell unconscious,” alleged his 
wife, Seema (32). Police said five men 
were pressed into service by a private 
contractor, Shanky, who is absconding. 
While the men alleged work was given 
by the Dehi Development Authority, 
officials at the DDA said they had not 
initiated the “cleaning”. In a statement 
on Monday, the DDA said: “We have 
constituted an enquiry committee 
headed by the Chief Engineer (East) 
to enquire into the incident which 
occurred near the Central Business 
District (CBD) Shahdara area on Sunday, 

where one person died and another was 
injured while cleaning the sewer line. 
Neither the cleaning work of sewer line 
had been assigned to any contractor/
agency nor the persons cleaning the 
sewer line were engaged by DDA. The 
sewer line has not yet been handed 
over to the Delhi Jal Board, therefore, 
we will extend financial assistance to 
the families of the victim and injured. 
The DDA expresses its sympathy to the 
bereaved families…” According to Bablu, 
one of the men at the site, they asked 
Shanky for safety gear on Saturday, but 
he refused. “On Sunday, he forced us to 
enter the manhole. He promised to pay 
Rs 350 a day for the job. We protested, 
but Shanky said he wouldn’t pay if we 
didn’t finish the job. So Ravi got into the 
sewer using a rope,” alleged Bablu. After 
Ravi descended into the 15-feet-deep 
sewer, he complained of uneasiness and 

asked his co-workers to pull him out. 
Before they could rescue him, Ravi lost 
consciousness. “We shouted for help but 
the contractor and other officials fled. 
Sanjay said he would help Ravi and went 
inside… but he too fell unconscious,” 
said Deepak (27), Ravi’s cousin. 

He was also at CBD ground at the 
time, cleaning another drain nearby. 
Workers approached bystanders, who 
called police and fire services. DCP 
(Shahdara) Amit Sharma said a police 
team used masks and other equipment 
to pull out the men. Ravi lived in Sanjay 
Amar Colony in Shahdara with his 
brother. The two had recently lost their 
parents. Sanjay’s brother Vishnu said 
he is the sole breadwinner of the family 
and wanted to work at a construction 
site: “He was planning to stop sanitation 
work as we told him it could be 
dangerous.”

New Delhi Correspondent. 

More support from Punjab poured in for 
New Delhi’s Shaheen Bagh Monday, when 
about 100 farmers of Punjab Kisan Union 
reached the protest site. The farmers 
are expected to stay here till February 5. 
Sukhdarshan Natt, from the union, said, 
“We are not providing langar or any other 
support, but we are at Shaheen Bagh, 
holding our Kisan Union’s flags, to make 
it clear that we are against CAA and NRC. 
After returning to Punjab, we will start 
a pakka morcha against the CAA and the 
Centre from February 12 in Mansa, which 
will continue till the matter is resolved. 
Our morcha will make people aware about 
CAA and its hidden agenda.”Meanwhile, 
an indefinite dharna has been on in 
Malerkotla since January 7 on the lines of 
the Shaheen Bagh sit-in protest. 

Before the Kisan Union, other 
organisations from Punjab have extended 
support to Shaheen Bagh. Bharti Kisan 
Union (Ugrahan) Punjab students union 
(Randhawa group) and the Joint Action 

Committee among others have visited the 
protest site, and some have donated ration 
there. Ruldu Singh, President of Punjab 
Kisan Union, said, “We are not donating 
anything, but are here to extend support.” 
In addition to this, a massive rally has been 
planned in Malerkotla on February 16 in 
which over 70 organisations will take part. 
Like Shaheen Bagh, women are coming in 
large numbers in Malerkotla’s morcha on 
a daily basis. They have also taken out two 
protest marches in this connection.

New Delhi Correspondent. 

Delhi Police’s Crime Branch has arrested a 25-year-old 
wrestler for allegedly selling a country-made pistol to 
the 17-year-old youth who shot at a Jamia student during 
an anti-CAA protest last week. DCP (Crime) Rajesh Deo 
said the accused, Ajeet (25), is a wrestler who hails 
from Sahajpura village 
in Uttar Pradesh’s 
Aligarh district: “We 
have arrested the 
accused from whom the 
juvenile had procured 
the weapon. He will 
be produced in court 
Tuesday,” the officer 
said, adding that 
further investigation 
is underway. Ajeet is 
an arts graduate and is 
currently pursuing his 
BEd from a university in UP. He claimed to have won a 
junior wrestling championship in the 32-kg category, but 
police are verifying this. During questioning, the juvenile 
had told police he was helped by one of his relatives, 
also a juvenile, to procure the country-made pistol from 
Ajeet for Rs 10,000. A special investigation unit traced 
the relative to Gautam Budh Nagar district, who led them 
to Ajeet. “During questioning, he told police the juvenile 
had asked for help in procuring a pistol on the pretext of 
using it for celebratory firing at his cousin’s wedding; he 
then took him to Ajeet. Ajeet claimed he got the gun from 
another man in his village,” said an officer. Police said a 
bag belonging to the youth was also recovered, in which 
he was carrying school books, notebooks, sample papers 
and his marksheet.

Jamia firing : Wrestler who gave 
gun to teen shooter held

Chanchal Singh, New Delhi

Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) in its manifesto, released 
on Tuesday, talked of starting a ‘deshbhakti’ 
curriculum in schools. Delhi Deputy Chief 
Minister Manish Sisodia, while launching the 
manifesto, said such a programme will help 
to inculcate a sense of nationalism, love for 
armed forces and respect for tricolour among 
the students. He said the key focus of AAP in its 
second term will be on education, healthcare, 
and sanitation. 

With just days left for Delhi to hit the polls, 
BJP, Congress and Aam Aadmi Party have 
intensified their campaigns in the city. After 
training his guns at the opposition parties over 
anti-CAA-NRC rallies, Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi will on Tuesday address a gathering at 
Dwarka. Union Home Minister Amit Shah’s 
campaign schedule includes public rallies in 
Delhi Cantonment, Patel Nagar and Timarpur 
throughout the day. While his party leaders, 
including Union ministers, have been embroiled 
in controversies over their alleged hate-

speeches over the past two weeks, PM Modi on 
Monday mentioned the Shaheen Bagh protests 
for the first time claiming that there was a 
“design” to destroy amity in the country. “Be it 
Seelampur, Jamia or Shaheen Bagh, the past few 
days have seen protests against the Citizenship 
Amendment Bill. Are these protests merely a 
coincidence? No, this is an experiment. Behind 
this is a political design which intends to destroy 

the amity of the country,” he told the crowd that 
gathered to hear him at Karkardooma rally. Later 
in the day, Congress leader Rahul Gandhi will be 
on a campaign trail in Jungpura and DDA park 
in Sangam Vihar while former prime minister 
Manmohan Singh will also hold a meeting at 
Rajouri Garden assembly constituency. Delhi 
will go to polls on February 8 and results will be 
declared on February 11.

Vijay Kumar, New Delhi

The display board on RK Ashram Marg metro station’s 
platform flashes a wait-time of five minutes till the next train. 
While others impatiently wait for the next metro on the Blue 
Line, 70-year-old Sarvananat Mehra seems to be in no hurry. 
Clad in a black coat and a cap with a tika on his forehead, 
Mehra says he’s adjusted to both the wait for the next metro 
as well as the next election.

 After living years in the National Capital, he has been 
seeing it for years. Although vocal about his support for the 
BJP, the septuagenarian is not sure of the party’s chances of 
winning since he admits one never knows ‘how people will 
vote’. “My wife says she will vote for Kejriwal because our 
electricity bill that used to be Rs 4000, has reduced to half,” 
says Mehra, who runs a shop at Paschim Vihar. He, however, 
has some complaints with the state government. “I can still 
show you places where dumps of garbage are lying. Modi can’t 
come and clean the nala (gutter), authorities have to do that. 
The young bloods might want to vote for Kejriwal, but those 
who think for the country will vote for Modi ji.” Asked about 
the role of Municipal Corporation, which is being run by BJP, 
in managing the waste, the 70-year-old adds, “That is why is 

important to have the same party at the Centre and state.” 
The Blue Line from Noida to Dwarka is crowded, especially 
for a Saturday. Children in uniform going to school, those out 
to spend their weekend off, the train is bustling with people. 
A group of six women in their mid-forties, who’re all teachers 
at the same private school, are in the metro too. “Kejriwal 
has given the lollipop of subsidy to everyone. We don’t need 
subsidies as we are taxpaying individuals. All we want is 
development,” says Suman Yadav. Her colleague, Sonam, 
interjects, “What the other governments could not do in 70 
years, Modi government has done in five years.” Asked which 
development strategies she’s loved, she says, “Modi has 
made a name for the country internationally, he has repealed 
Article 370 from Kashmir and has also brought in CAA.” 

In manifesto, AAP promises Rs 1 cr relief to 
kin of sanitation workers who died on job

On Metro’s Blue Line, it is a journey between 
BJP at the Centre and AAP in Delhi

Police seek clarity on midnight ‘shooting’ 
outside Jamia campus, security tightened

Mukesh Kumar Thakur, New Delhi. 

A day after reports emerged of a 
shooting near the site of the anti-CAA 
protests in Jamia Millia Islamia, Delhi 
Police said they are yet to confirm if 
a gunshot was fired, and added that a 
probe to get more clarity is underway. 
As protesters surrounded Jamia Nagar 
police station late Sunday night, a case 
was registered under IPC section 307 
(attempt to murder) and Section 27 of 
the Arms Act. But police said there was 
little clarity on the firing, the accused 
or the “two-wheeler and weapon” used. 
Police have accessed CCTV footage from 
Jamia’s gate number 7, which shows 
chaos as passersby rush to the spot of the 
alleged shooting, but does not capture 
the incident itself. A senior officer said, 
“We haven’t found any evidence of a 
shooting yet. 
No shells, no cartridges. We are probing 
the video and vehicle registration 
number shared by people who claim to 
have witnessed the incident.” Another 
officer said: “We are going through 
a bunch of registration numbers.” At 

12.20 am on Sunday night, a message 
from the control room on the DCP’s 
behalf directed all SHOs of the district 
and their staff to reach Jamia.Sunday 
night’s alleged incident came a day 
after two shots were fired in Shaheen 
Bagh, and three days after a shooting 

in Jamia. On January 30, a 17-year-old 
armed assailant shot at a Jamia student 
near Holy Family Hospital. On February 
1, at least two gunshots were fired by 
a 25-year-old man 50 metres from the 
Shaheen Bagh protest stage. On Sunday, 
the Election Commission relieved DCP 

(South East) Chinmoy Biswal from his 
current posting. On Monday, Delhi Police 
beefed up security in Jamia Nagar. Joint 
CP (Southern Range) Devesh Srivastava 
told The Indian Express, “We have 
put two pickets  one near gate 17 of 
Jamia and the other near MAK Pataudi 
Sports Complex. Volunteers at Jamia 
and Shaheen Bagh have been asked to 
be in touch with us. Rapid Action Force 
and CRPF too have been deployed.” He 
said apart from him, Special CP (Law 
and Order, Southern Zone) R S Krishnia 
also met residents about security 
arrangements. Srivastava said, “We 
are communicating with Jamia alumni 
as well.” ATO (Jamia) Khalid Hussain 
and SHO (Jamia Nagar) Upender Singh 
supervised the pickets. “The picket is 
now there 24×7. We assure students 
that they are safe,” Singh said. The Jamia 
Coordination Committee also added 
an extra layer of security in the area. A 
volunteer said, “Near the stage at gate 7, 
there are two sections for frisking and 
checking  one each for men and women. 
We are checking their bags and IDs.”

Punjab Kisan Union reaches 
Shaheen Bagh to extend support

New Delhi Correspondent. 

Despite objections from some senior advocates, a nine-
judge Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court decided 
Monday to go ahead with the framing of legal issues 
to be adjudicated upon in the Sabarimala reference on 
the larger question of discrimination against women at 
different religious places. The Bench said it will also hear 
arguments on whether a reference can be made from a 
pending review petition. “We will not abort hearing… We 
will frame the issues ourselves,” said the Bench of Chief 
Justice of India S A Bobde and Justices R Banumathi, 
Ashok Bhushan, L Nageswara Rao, M M Shantanagoudar, 
S A Nazeer, R Subhash Reddy, B R Gavai and Surya Kant. 

It will meet again on February 7 to decide allocation of 
time for hearing different sides. The Sabarimala reference 
to the nine-judge Bench followed the September 19, 
2019 decision of a five-judge Bench, headed by then CJI 
Ranjan Gogoi, to keep review petitions, challenging its 
September 28, 2018 order that lifted age restrictions on 
the entry of women to the hill shrine in Kerala, pending 
till a larger bench took a call on certain questions arising 
from it. The five-judge Bench pointed out that petitions 
seeking entry of women to mosques, challenging female 
genital mutilation among Dawoodi Bohras and practices 
in the Parsi community were still pending and these 
could be impacted by questions raised in the Sabarimala 
matter. On Monday, the nine-judge Bench clarified it 
won’t be deciding the review petition but only lay down 
the general law to be followed. “We are not looking at it 
as negative as you are. We think it is good for many future 
situations that we lay down the law… We are only going 
to decide the interpretation of those Articles which have 
been invoked in Sabarimala and other cases… We are 
deciding the larger issue. That’s what we propose to do,” 
CJI Bobde said when senior advocate Kapil Sibal said the 
court could not decide any reference without a factual 
situation to back and that any observation may have 
widespread ramifications on facts in related matters. 
Senior advocate K Parasaran tried to assail the reference 
order made on the review petition and said the question 

was whether this would be beyond the scope of a review. 
Senior advocate F S Nariman said the five-judge Bench, 
in a 4-1 judgment, had already answered the questions 
in the Sabarimala matter. “The scope of a decision in 
review is extremely limited: Is the answer right or not? 
Whether there is an error apparent?” He said the bench 
headed by then CJI Gogoi had made the reference to a 
larger bench by listing seven questions.”This is not 
the practice which has been adopted by the Supreme 
Court since Privy Council days and there are several 
judgments to this effect,” Nariman said. Backing the 
nine-judge Bench taking up the reference, Solicitor 
General Tushar Mehta said the cases involve questions 
which may require a larger debate on the contours. “The 
contours would be decided which will be applied to the 
cases,” he said. CJI Bobde said “what have been referred 
to us are not the main petitions, but some questions”. At 
this, Nariman said “but these questions don’t arise in 
the Sabarimala matter”. The Bench asked Nariman if he 
was trying to say that while deciding review in a matter, 
the court cannot refer questions to a larger bench 
along with questions that have arisen in another case. 
“Yes, that’s outside the scope of review,” Nariman said, 
adding he was not questioning the power to set up the 
nine-judge Bench. Senior advocate K Radhakrishnan, 
while supporting the reference order, said it will settle 
once and for all the recurring issues under Articles 25 
and 26. He pointed out that the reference order will also 
help instil public confidence by settling those issues. 
Senior advocate Shyam Divan said the court should 
not go ahead with the framing of issues, but first hear 
objections to the maintainability of the reference order. 
He said the reference raised speculative issues that may 
arise in future. This, he said, was not possible under the 
law. Parasaran countered this, saying those questioning 
the reference order were forgetting that this was not 
an ordinary litigation, but a PIL. In a PIL, the court’s 
powers, he said, were innovative and limitless and it 
was up to the court to exercise it or not. In a PIL, the 
court can look at the past, present and take the future 
into account, he said.

Objections raised, SC says 
will frame larger issues in 

Sabarimala reference
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No rescue in sight : Disconnect between Budget 
and Economic Survey is much greater this year

M Govinda Rao

The 2020 Budget was presented against 
the background of slowing economy, 
poor investment climate, declining 
consumption demand and stagnant 
exports. The steady deceleration in 
growth, which registered at 4.5 per 
cent in the second quarter of the 
current fiscal the lowest in the last 26 
quarters presented a challenge as well 
as an opportunity. Monetary policy, 
by reducing the repo rate by 135 basis 
points since January last year, has 
traversed quite a distance. The Budget 
provided a great opportunity to propel 
the economy to lift consumption 
demand, revive the investment climate 
and accelerate growth by initiating 
structural reforms. The hope was 
kindled even more as the Economic 
Survey made a reasonably objective 
analysis of the slowdown and stated, 
“The government must use its strong 
mandate to deliver expeditiously on 
reforms, which will enable the economy 
to strongly rebound in 2020-21”. 
Although over the years there have 
been differences of focus between 
the Economic Survey and Budget, the 
disconnect is much greater this year. 
While the Survey makes a detailed 
analysis to identify the causal factors 
and states, “A sharp decline in real fixed 
investment induced by a sluggish growth 
of real consumption has weighed down 
GDP growth from H2 of 2018-19 to H1 
of 2019-20”, the Budget speech states, 
“the fundamentals of the economy are 
strong and that ensured macroeconomic 
stability”. Not surprisingly, when the 
existence of the problem itself is denied, 
it is difficult to find solutions. 

The Budget speech by the finance 
minister ran for over two-and-a-half 
hours, until she could not carry on any 
longer. Unfortunately, it fell short. It did 
not contain what is required to revive 
the investment climate and growth. In 
fact, most of what she read in the Part 
A related to the subjects that come 
within the constitutional domain of 
the states and the action will have to 
be taken by them. Even with respect to 
subjects like agriculture, irrigation and 
rural development, a careful analysis 
reveals that the allocations appear 
higher mainly in relation to the sharply 
reduced expenditures in 2019-20. Not 
surprisingly, the market response to 
even the measures like an increase 
in insurance cover for bank deposits, 
reduction in individual income tax rates 
and abolition of dividend distribution 
tax was not very enthusiastic. The hope 
was that there will be a substantial 
increase in infrastructure investment, 
which in turn will trigger investment 
demand, but the actual allocations are 
not promising. This was particularly 
surprising in the wake of the recent 
announcement that there will be an 
investment of Rs 103 trillion in the 

next five years to leapfrog India to 
a $5-trillion economy. Much of the 
investment for this will have to be made 
by the private sector and it is hoped 
that the allocation of Rs 20,000 crore 
in equity in specified infrastructure 
finance companies will help them to 
leverage more than Rs 1 lakh crore of 
investment support.

The budgetary allocation for capital 
expenditure for the current year, which 
is estimated at 1.7 per cent of GDP this 
year, is budgeted at 1.8 per cent in 2020-
21. This is not very different from the 
past trend. The Budget also contained 
16 action points on agriculture, 
irrigation and rural development and 
the Rs 2.83 lakh crore allocation is 
higher than the budget estimate for 
the previous year by just 2.5 per cent 
and revised estimate by 13.2 per cent. 
In other words, the allocation looks 
impressive only because there was 
a massive cut (Rs 26,000 crore) in 
the budget estimate over the revised 
estimate. Similarly, the allocation to 
transport infrastructure in the Budget 
— at Rs 1.7 lakh crore — is just 7.6 per 
cent higher than the revised estimate 
for 2019-20. Not much is expected in 
terms of propping up the consumption 
demand and the allocations to schemes 
like the MGNREGA has been cut from Rs 
71,002 crore (RE) in the current year 
to Rs 61,500 crore in 2020-21 and for 
schemes like PM Kisan Samman Nidhi, 
it is just as much as was budgeted for 
2019-20. The slippage in fiscal deficit 
from the target set in the budget 
estimate in 2019-20 was expected. 

This is mainly because: Nominal GDP 
growth was 7.5 per cent as against the 
estimated 12 per cent in the budget; 
overestimation in the growth of tax 
revenue at 18.3 per cent over the pre-
actuals of the previous year and the 
slippage in achieving the disinvestment 
target of Rs 1.03 lakh crore. Thus, it is 
not surprising that the fiscal deficit for 
the current year stands estimated at 3.8 
per cent of GDP and for the next year 

at 3.5 per cent. The major concern is 
that the reported off budget financing 
is almost 0.85 per cent. This does not 
capture the bills and refunds payable 
by the government. There are also 
questions about whether the revised 
and budgeted estimates would be 
realised. The disinvestment revenue is 
estimated at Rs 65,000 crore though 
the realisation so far has been just Rs 
18,000 crore, which implies another Rs 
47,000 crore will have to be mobilised 
in the next two months. Also, the RE of 
tax revenue for the current year is over 
14 per cent higher than the actual for 
2018-19 and this is perhaps predicated 
on the hope that the scheme, “Vivad se 
Vishwas”, which allows the settlement 
of disputed tax to be paid without 
interest and penalty. 

On tax reforms, while the abolition of 
dividend distribution tax was expected, 
the reforms in individual income tax 
complicates the tax by creating six 
brackets. The best practice approach to 
tax reform is to broaden the base, reduce 
the rates and reduce the number of 
brackets to make it a simple tax. Clearly, 
the main objective of any tax is to raise 
revenue. The government could have 
simply phased out the tax concessions, 
indexed the brackets for inflation 
and reduced the rates of tax with 
appropriate adjustment in the brackets. 
Raising of customs duties is clearly 
retrograde. Rather than integrating the 
economy with global value chains and 
making it competitive, it takes us back 
to the import substitution era in the 
name of “Make in India”. The impact 
of fiscal developments on the states’ 
finances is clearly adverse. The shortfall 
in tax devolution in 2019-20 from the 
budgeted amount works out to Rs 
1.53 lakh crore and the total shortfall 
in transfers amounted to Rs 1.41 lakh 
crore. Besides starving funds for various 
projects, this has serious repercussions 
on budget management at the state 
level. It seems the wait for a rescue of the 
slowing economy has become longer.

“I never stepped out of my house, not even to buy 
vegetables,” 75-year-old Noor-un-Nissa is reported to 
have said, “Now that I have, I have no plans of retreating.” 
“What they did to our children in Jamia is intolerable,” says 
Mehrunissa from Sabzibagh, Patna. “I, too, am a mother… 
will he (PM Modi) give his eye to the child who lost his? 
We will fight and we will snatch our rights.” “The money 
that will be spent on a countrywide NRC is ours,” said 
Nusrat Ara, from Kanpur, “We will not let this happen.” 
Shaheen Bagh. Sabzibagh. Khureji Khas. Mansoor Ali Park. 
Delhi. Mumbai. Kanpur. Gaya. Goa. Lucknow. Chennai. 
Bengaluru. Hyderabad. Kochi. Kolkata. Patna. Banaras… 
“The fire started by the women of Shaheen Bagh is no 
longer limited to Delhi,” said Kanhaiya Kumar, “it has 
spread all over India.” But what was the spark that lit the 
fire of consciousness for the women of Shaheen Bagh, 
of Sabzibagh, of Goa and Gaya, and the scores who have 
come out spontaneously, in protest against the Citizenship 
Amendment Act, the NRC and the NPR? There have been 
serious issues in the past, there has been grievous injury, 
and terrible humiliation. How is it that women like Noor-
un-Nissa left home and hearth, raised their voices, and 
smashed the stereotype? Not only have these primarily 
home-based women crossed the line, they are in the 
frontline. How did this happen? One of the many powerful 
posters from the protest at Shaheen Bagh says: “Ab Nari 
ke Naron se Inquilab Ayega” (Women’s slogans will herald 
the uprising). There is another chant that is being heard 
in the protests about azaadi (freedom), and although the 
women at Shaheen Bagh may not be familiar with it, it has 
been the slogan of the women’s movement across South 
Asia for the last many decades. Its very first lines are: 
“Meri behne mange azaadi/ Hai haq hamara, azaadi/ Hum 
leke rahenge, azaadi” and so on. Azaadi, of course, from 
patriarchal oppression, now expanded to include freedom 
for all, from state oppression. The Constitution of India is 
hardly a document that we read every day, and even its 
Preamble is little known to most of us. It exists mostly in 
abstraction, a reassuring guarantee of protection from 
discrimination and injustice. Its defence has never made 
for the kind of protests we are seeing today, and certainly 
ordinary  or even radical and politically active  women have 
not poured into the streets in their lakhs to lay claim to it. 
Why now? Three critical factors have coalesced to make, 
and mark, this moment as significant, three concerns 
that have particular and specific meaning for women: 
Religion/community; citizenship; and nation/homeland. 
The deliberate and morally reprehensible exclusion of 
Muslims from the CAA on grounds of religion has been 
thoroughly exposed and turned on its head by the refusal 
of protesting women and men to be straitjacketed into 
religious identity. When the women demand azaadi, they 
demand it for all women, of all religions. When they say 
“Nari ke Naron se…” they mean an uprising of all women. 
When they call for the repeal of CAA and NRC, they include 
all citizens, not just Muslims. These are secular demands, 
and we would be misreading them if we think they proceed 
from communitarian affiliation alone. Without in any way 
repudiating their Muslim identity  after all, the collective 
rozas that are being observed against a “black law” is an 
example of the clarity with which they have understood 
the importance of both in their lives. “Jab pareshaaniyan 
aati hain,” said Arfa, “tab hum roze rakhte hain. Is baar, 
qaum ke liye, mulk ke liye.” Fasting for their community, 
yes, but equally, fasting for the nation. It’s been a long time 
since anyone did that. But what is nation in the abstract? A 
rather remote entity, removed from everyday experience. 
But homeland, where you have been born and live and 
work, a place you belong to, that’s a different proposition 
altogether. Women know intuitively, and experientially, 
what it means to be displaced, to be rendered homeless. 
They know, that should they be uprooted from the place 
they call home, the dislocation will be physical, yes, but 
also profoundly emotional and psychological. Repeated 
and egregious references to Partition’s “unfinished 
business” by proponents of the “black law” resurrect long 
dormant fears of the kind of destitution and violence that 
wreaks havoc in very particular ways, on women. They 
know how their religious identity can be made to turn 
against them. This is why their protest this time is not 
about religion, it is about safeguarding their citizenship. It 
is about where you belong. 
 -Vijay Kumar

The ripple effects of the fiscal crisis faced by the Centre 
are now being felt by state governments. This could 
potentially strain the already deteriorating relationship 
between the two. The stress on state finances comes 
from multiple sources. First, with the Centre’s tax 
revenues falling short of expectations, it has significantly 
lowered tax devolution to states in 2019-20, upsetting 
the latter’s budget maths. Second, the Budget speech 
seems to suggest that shortfall in states’ GST collections 
will be compensated only to the extent of collections 
through the compensation cess, and no more. And 
third, with the government accepting some of the 
recommendations of the 15th Finance Commission, 
the share of some southern states in the divisible tax 
pool has declined. Along with this, other proposals by 
the Commission, which could impact transfers to state, 
are also likely to be contested. In 2019-20, as against a 
budgeted target of Rs 8.09 lakh crore, the share of states 
in gross tax revenues fell by Rs 1.53 lakh crore to Rs 
6.56 lakh crore. Part of the shortfall, Rs 58,843 crore, is 
because the Centre had transferred a higher amount to 
the states in 2018-19. The remaining is because of lower 
tax collections this year. This shortfall will have a bearing 
on states’ spending. They can either opt to borrow more 
to finance their expenditure, in which case their net 
borrowings will exceed that of the Centre, or they can 
cut back on spending, further aggravating the slowdown. 
Another source of contestation has been the issue of 
GST compensation. The Budget speech notes that, 
“hereinafter, transfers to the fund would be limited only 
to collection by way of GST compensation cess” hinting at 
the possibility that states will be compensated only to the 
extent of collections through the compensation cess. This 
move, presumably because the Centre’s own finances are 
under pressure, will amount to the Centre reneging on 
its promise of protecting states revenue, and could be a 
justiciable matter. Another bone of contention has been 
the use of 2011 population estimates for estimating tax 
devolution. While the Finance Commission has chosen 
to minimise criticism by factoring in demographic 
performance, the share of many, mostly southern states 
such as Karnataka, Kerala, Telangana, and Andhra 
Pradesh, has fallen. 

Anti-CAA protests by Muslim 
women are about where, how 

and why you belong

Centre vs states

C. Raja Mohan

As India prepares to host US President 
Donald Trump in the next few days, Delhi 
would want to factor in two important 
developments this week in America. 
Trump’s visit is an opportunity for Delhi 
to limit the potential negative fallout 
from these two developments and take 
advantage of the emerging possibilities. 
One is the impeachment drama that is 
expected to conclude on Wednesday with 
the Senate acquitting Trump of the charges 
framed by the House of Representatives. 
A liberated president is expected to 
pursue his political agenda with greater 
vigour. The other is the challenge 
posed by Senator Bernie Sanders’ in 
the contest for Democratic Party’s 
presidential nomination. While Trump 
is now unconstrained, the Democrats 
are heading towards a political blood 
bath. Together, the two underline the 
accelerating changes in America’s internal 
and external orientation. Free from the 
prospects of impeachment, Trump is 
expected to lay out an optimistic vision 
for America’s future in his annual State of 
the Union address to the US Congress on 
Tuesday. Meanwhile, the Democrats are 
heading towards a major struggle for the 
political soul of the party. The Democratic 
Party establishment is nervous that the 
radicalism of Sanders  who has long 
identified himself as a socialist  will only 
help Trump win a second term in the 
White House. 

There is widespread suspicion that 
the grandees of the party will rig the 
rules against Sanders and deny him 
the nomination like they did in 2016. 
Although the radical platform of Sanders 
has generated much concern in the 
Democratic Party, socialism is not new 
to American politics. Socialists and 
progressives had significant influence in 
the early decades of the 20th century. In 
the post-war era, the two traditions lost 
out amidst unprecedented expansion 
of economic prosperity at home and 
the prolonged confrontation with 

international communism. In the decades 
of deregulation and globalisation that 
came after the Cold War’s end, socialism 
had become a dirty word. Sanders, 
however, appears to have broken the 
taboo amidst the widespread economic 
discontent that has enveloped the US 
in the 21st century. While Trump and 
Sanders could not be more different as 
individuals, they are alike in one respect: 
They promise or threaten  depending 
on one’s perspective  to overturn the 
established order in the US. Both are 
“outsiders” who rose to prominence in the 
teeth of the insiders’ opposition. Trump 
managed to defeat far more powerful 
candidates in the Republican race for the 
presidential nomination in 2016 and has 
consolidated his position against all odds. 
He has survived the attempts by the so-
called “deep state” and the Democratic 
Party to undo the results of the 2016 
presidential elections in which Trump 
secured a majority in the electoral college 
while losing the popular vote to Hillary 

Clinton by a large margin of three million 
votes. If the initial attempt focused on 
Russian interference in the elections in 
favour of Trump, the more recent one 
focused on Trump’s alleged abuse of 
presidential power for personal gain in 
Ukraine and obstructing Congressional 
investigation into it. Trump, however, 
has reveled in his confrontation with the 
establishment and has crossed many red 
lines on US domestic and foreign policy. 
He has dismantled much of the regulatory 
state that constrains domestic capital and 
overturned the conventional wisdom on 
trade, migration and American role in 
the world. Whether it was the result of 
his policies are not, Trump has claimed 
credit for the accelerated economic 
growth in the last few years and the 
falling unemployment rate. Unlike Trump, 
Sanders’ critique of the American system 
is comprehensive and deep. Pointing to 
the growing concentration of wealth and 
the declining opportunities for those 
at the bottom of the pyramid, Sanders 

is calling for radical remedies. On his 
agenda are a significant increase in the 
minimum wage for workers, renewal 
of trade unions, universal healthcare, 
abolition of college debt and free tuition, 
shift away from fossil fuels to hundred per 
cent renewable energy and massive taxes 
on what he calls “extreme wealth”. While 
this agenda frightens the Democratic 
Party’s leadership, it has fired up the 
young and the working people to rally 
behind him in large numbers. There are 
two things, however, that are common to 
the agenda of Trump and Sanders. Both 
oppose free trade and agree on ending 
America’s “endless wars”. The shift away 
from free trade in the US demands that 
India adapt to the new dynamic where 
bilateral trade deals are supplanting the 
multilateral regime. Delhi, which had been 
slow to respond to this change, now has 
an opportunity to make amends during 
Trump’s visit. Media reports say a trade 
deal worth $10 billion is on the cards when 
Trump comes to India. That is much too 
modest and Delhi needs to be ambitious in 
imagining its commercial ties with the US 
the transformation of global trade politics. 
Both Trump and Sanders are also calling 
for a measure of retrenchment from the 
costly global burden that America has 
borne since the middle of the 20th century. 
Both are eager to withdraw US troops 
from the Middle East and Afghanistan. 
While an American retrenchment could 
create a potentially dangerous vacuum, it 
also opens space for India to step in and 
take larger responsibility for regional and 
global security affairs. India has always 
claimed such a role and in more recent 
years, its capability to undertake such a 
burden has improved. Trump’s visit is an 
opportunity for New Delhi to think boldly 
about expanding Indian contribution to 
the stabilisation of Afghanistan and the 
Gulf region. In the past, the US tended to 
discourage India’s role in the Middle East 
and the Indian Ocean. Today, Washington 
is urging Delhi to do more for peace and 
security in India’s near and extended 
neighbourhood.

Delhi should find ways to step into spaces the 
new American politics open up
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New Delhi, Agencys.
Democratic prosecutors 
declaring "no one is above 
the law" went head to head 
with White House lawyers as 
closing arguments wrapped up 
at President Donald Trump's 
Senate impeachment trial, 
setting the stage for his likely 
acquittal on Wednesday."You 
can't trust this president to do 
the right thing," chief House 
prosecutor Adam Schiff said 
in an emotional speech on 
the Senate floor on Monday 
at the end of the two-week 
trial."Truth matters little to 
him," the California lawmaker 
told the 100 members of the 
Senate who will decide Trump's 
fate. "What's right matters 
even less and decency matters 
not at all."He will not change 
and you know it," Schiff said 
of the former New York real 
estate tycoon turned politician. 
"Now do impartial justice 
and convict him."ARTICLE 
CONTINUES AFTER ADWhite 
House lawyers flatly rejected 
the arguments that Trump — 
just the third president in US 
history to be impeached by 

the House of Representatives 
— should be removed from 
office by the Senate for abuse 
of power and obstruction of 
Congress."The president has 
done nothing wrong," White 
House counsel Pat Cipollone 
said, calling the impeachment 
by the Democratic-led 
House "purely partisan and 
political.""We put our faith 
in the Senate," he said."End 
the era of impeachment once 
and for all," Cipollone said, 
arguing that the American 
people — not the Senate — 
should decide whether Trump 
remains in office.Jay Sekulow, 
another of Trump's lawyers, 
said the House impeachment 
was "reckless" and urged the 
Senate to acquit."The bottom 
line is that the president's 
opponents don't like the 
president and they don't 
like his policies," Sekulow 
said.'Cheat'
The Senate is to vote at 4:00 
pm (2100 GMT) on Wednesday 
and the Republican president 
is all but certain of being 
acquitted.Republicans hold 53 
seats in the Senate to 47 for the 

Democrats, but a two-thirds 
majority, or 67 senators, is 
needed to remove a president 
from office.Trump is scheduled 
to deliver his nationally 
televised "State of the Union" 
speech to a joint session of 
Congress on Tuesday and 
has voiced no plans to delay 
until after the Senate vote.
The House of Representatives 
impeached Trump on 
December 18 for withholding 
$391 million in military aid 
to Ukraine to demand that 
Kiev open an investigation 

into his potential November 
election rival, Democrat Joe 
Biden.Schiff urged senators 
to find "courage to stand up" 
to the president."When the 
president tries to coerce an 
ally to try to help him cheat 
in our elections and covers it 
up we must say enough," he 
said. "He has compromised 
our elections and he will do 
so again."Colorado lawmaker 
Jason Crow, another House 
prosecutor, said impeachment 
was an "extraordinary 
remedy.""It is in the 

Constitution for a reason," 
he said. "In America, nobody 
is above the law, even those 
elected president of the United 
States."Crow told the senators 
their votes would echo through 

history."What you decide on 
these articles will have lasting 
implications for the future of 
the presidency, not only for 
this president, but for all future 
presidents," he said. With the 

focus shifting to the final vote, 
all eyes will be on whether any 
Democrats facing potential 
tough re-election battles in 
November will vote to acquit 
the president.

Democrats, White House wrap up case at Trump Senate trial
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Turkish, Syrian troops clash in Idlib; 20 killed
Syrian Observatory for Human Rights, a Britain-based war monitor.

BEIRUT, AGENCYS.
Turkish and Syrian troops 
traded fire in northwest 
Syria on Monday, with 
more than 20 reported 
dead, further raising 
tension between Ankara 
and regime ally Moscow 
over the rebel enclave in 
war-torn Idlib.Russian 
air strikes also killed 14 
civilians in the same area, 
where a government 
offensive has caused one 
of the worst displacement 
of the nine-year-old Syrian 
conflict, a monitoring 
group said.
The tit-for-tat shelling 
between Turkish and 
Russian-backed Syrian 
forces was the deadliest 
since Turkey deployed 
troops in Syria in 2016 
and escalated tensions 
between the conflict’s two 
top foreign protagonists.
Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan offered 

rare criticism of Russia last 
week, accusing it of “not 
honouring” agreements to 
prevent a regime offensive 
on rebel-held Idlib. The 
overnight clash began 
with regime shelling of 
Turkish positions in Idlib, 
hours after a Turkish 
military convoy of at least 
240 vehicles entered 
northwest Syria, according 
to the Syrian Observatory 
for Human Rights, a 
Britain-based war monitor.
The attack killed five 
soldiers and three Turkish 
civilians despite previous 
coordination on where 
Ankara’s forces would 
be, Turkey’s defence 
ministry said.The Russian 
defence ministry said 
Ankara had failed to give 
prior warning of its troop 
movements at the time of 
the incident.Retaliatory 
rocket attacks by Ankara 
on regime positions later 

killed at least 13 Syrian 
government troops and 
wounded 20 others in Idlib 
and neighbouring Hama 
and Latakia provinces, 
the Observatory said.The 
heaviest Syrian casualties 
were inflicted south of 
Saraqeb, a flashpoint Idlib 
town that Damascus has 
been trying to encircle 
since last week, said the 
Observatory.State news 
agency SANA said the 
Syrian army had not 
suffered any casualties.

Speaking to reporters 
at an Istanbul airport 
before leaving for 
Ukraine, Erdogan said the 
counterattack that had 
targeted 40 locations. He 
called on regime ally Russia 
to assume its “obligations” 
under previously 
signed agreements.The 
Observatory said a new 
Turkish military convoy 
entered Syria on Monday.
Increasing attacks by 
the regime and Moscow 
in northwest Syria have 

displaced more than 
388,000 people since 
December, according to 
the United Nations, forcing 
many of them towards 
Turkey’s border.Ankara 
— which already hosts 
more than three million 
Syrian refugees on its 
soil — says it fears the 
latest fighting will trigger 
another mass influx.
UN Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres on 
Saturday called for an end 
to fighting in and around 
Idlib but air strikes, many 
of them carried out by 
Russian warplanes, have 
continued.On Monday, 
Russian air strikes killed 
14 civilians in northwest 
Syria, said the Observatory.
Nine of those killed were 
displaced people who died 
when a missile hit their 
car in the Urum al-Kubra 
area, on the rebel bastion’s 
eastern flank.

The Democratic Party’s effort to choose an 
election challenger to Republican US Presi-
dent Donald Trump got off to a chaotic start 
in Iowa, with officials blaming “inconsisten-
cies” for an indefinite delay in the state’s 
caucus results.Early on Tuesday, hours after 
voters made their choices at 1,600 schools 
and other public locations, Iowa Democratic 
Party Chairman Troy Price told reporters to 
expect results sometime on Tuesday in the 
state, the first to hold a nominating contest.
The party said it had to make “quality checks” 
after finding “inconsistencies” in the report-
ing of the data from the caucus sites, sparking 
frustration in Democratic campaigns and 
criticism from Republicans.It was unclear 
when any results would be released.Iowa 

voters were meeting to render judgment 
on a field of 11 Democratic contenders led 
by front-runner Senator Bernie Sanders of 
Vermont; his rivals former vice president Joe 
Biden; former South Bend, Indiana, Mayor 
Pete Buttigieg; and Senator Elizabeth Warren 
of Massachusetts.Party officials voiced 
confidence in their ability to ensure accurate 
results, citing a paper trail to validate the 
votes.Republican Brad Parscale, Trump’s cam-
paign manager, called it a “Democratic Party 
meltdown”, on Twitter.  They can’t even run 
the caucus and they ant to run the govern-
ment. No thank you.” But Republicans in Iowa 
have had their own history of chaos. On the 
night of the party’s 2012 caucuses, Mitt Rom-
ney was declared to have won by eight votes.

New Delhi, Agencys.
Hong Kong on Tuesday 
became the second place 
outside mainland China 
to report the death of a 
coronavirus patient as 
restrictions on movement 
were imposed on two 
more cities far from the 
epicentre, including the 
home of Alibaba.The 
death of the 39-year-old 
man in Hong Kong came 
as the semi-autonomous 
city closed all but two 
land crossings with the 
Chinese mainland to slow 
the spread of the virus.
On Sunday the Philippines 
reported the death of 
a Chinese man who 
had come from Wuhan, 
the central city at the 
epicentre of China's health 
emergency.The virus has 
so far spread to more than 
20 countries, prompting 
the World Health 
Organisation to declare a 
global health emergency, 
several governments to 
institute travel restrictions 
and airlines to suspend 
flights to and from China.
ARTICLE CONTINUES 
AFTER ADHong Kong 
has been particularly on 
edge over the virus as it 
has revived memories 
of the Severe Acute 
Respiratory Syndrome 
(SARS) outbreak of 2002-
03, which killed nearly 
300 people in the financial 
hub and 349 people in the 
mainland.China earlier 
on Tuesday reported 64 
more fatalities — a single-
day high — from the new 
coronavirus, raising the 
toll to 425, with more than 
20,000 infections across 
the country.The disease is 
believed to have emerged 
in a market in Wuhan 
that sold wild animals, 
spreading rapidly as people 
travelled for the Lunar New 

Year holiday in late January.
With more than 20,400 
confirmed infections, 
the mortality rate for the 
new coronavirus is much 
lower than the 9.6 percent 
rate for SARS.Hong Kong 
media said the man who 
died had underlying health 
issues that complicated his 
treatment. He had visited 
Wuhan last month.China 
has struggled to contain 
the virus despite enacting 
unprecedented measures, 
including locking down 
more than 50 million 
people in Hubei province 
where the outbreak 
emerged. Restrictions 
have also been imposed 
far from the epicentre.The 
city of Taizhou and three 
Hangzhou districts — 
including the area home to 
the main office of Chinese 
tech giant Alibaba — will 
allow only one person per 
household to go outside 
every two days to buy 
necessities, city officials 
said, measures that will 
affect nine million people.
Another city in Zhejiang 
province, nine-million-
strong Wenzhou, enacted 
the same measure at 
the weekend. China's 
Communist leadership 
made a rare admission 
of fallibility on Monday 
as it acknowledged 
"shortcoming and 

difficulties exposed in the 
response to the epidemic".
The elite Politburo 
Standing Committee called 
for improvements to the 
"national emergency 
management system" at 
the meeting, according to 
the official Xinhua news 
agency."It is necessary 
to strengthen market 
supervision, resolutely ban 
and severely crack down 
on illegal wildlife markets 
and trade," the Politburo 
said.The government 
also said it "urgently" 
needed protective medical 
equipment such as surgical 
masks, protective suits, and 
safety goggles as it battles 
to control the outbreak.
Most of the deaths have 
been in Wuhan and the 
rest of surrounding Hubei 
province, which has largely 
been under lockdown 
for almost two weeks.A 
1,000-bed field hospital in 
Wuhan built from scratch 
within two weeks to relieve 
overburdened medical 
facilities started receiving 
patients on Tuesday.A 
second makeshift hospital 
is due to open later this 
week. Global fears about 
the virus have risen, with 
cruise lines worldwide 
expected to deny boarding 
to passengers and crew 
who have recently travelled 
to China.

Hong Kong reports first death of coronavirus 
patient as death toll rises to 425

Democrats' bid to challenge 
Trump off to a messy start in Iowa

New Delhi, Agencys.
Prime Minister Imran Khan on 
Tuesday expressed his regret on 
being unable to attend the Kuala 
Lumpur Summit, held in Malaysia 
in December of last year, adding 
that there was a misconception 
among some countries that 
the conference would divide 
the ummah.Addressing a joint 
press conference following talks 
with Malaysian Prime Minister 
Mahathir Mohamad in Putrajaya, 
Prime Minister Imran said: "I 
want to say how sad I was that 
I couldn't attend the conference 
in Kuala Lumpur in the middle 
of December."Unfortunately, 
our friends, who are very close 
to Pakistan as well, felt that 
somehow the conference was 
going to divide the ummah. It was 
clearly a misconception because 
that was not the purpose of the 
conference as evident from when 
the conference took place."Prime 
Minister Imran Khan and Malaysian 
Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad 
address a joint press conference on 
Tuesday. — DawnNewsTV
In December of last year, Prime 
Minister Imran had pulled out of the 
Kuala Lumpur Summit of some 20 
Muslim countries reportedly due to 
pressure exerted by Saudi Arabia. 
At the time, Foreign Minister Shah 
Mehmood Qureshi had confirmed 
that Riyadh and the UAE had 
concerns about the summit.The 
premier today said that he was 
"looking forward" to attending the 
conference because he felt that it is 
important that Muslim countries 
educate the West and other non-
Muslim countries about Islam."All 
these misunderstandings, whether 
they are deliberate or whether 
they are by ignorance, [...] it is 
important that we the Muslim 
countries, educate them about 
the real message of our Prophet 
Muhammad (PBUH)."I also felt 
that we need a media, which we 
are working on, some sort of a 
joint effort that not only projects 
this [...] but also develop content 
for our young people about what 

really Islam is."He reiterated his 
regret at being unable to attend 
the conference.Responding to a 
question about whether he would 
attend the KL Summit next year, 
Prime Minister Imran said: "Of 
course I would because now it is 
evident that the KL Summit was not 
to divide the ummah [...] If anything 
it was to unite the ummah, so of 
course I would love to come."In 
response to another question, the 
premier said the decision not to 
attend the summit had not affected 
Pakistan's relations with other 
Muslim nations.Import of palm oil
In response to a question about 
getting Pakistan to buy more palm 
oil from Malaysia, the Malaysian 
prime minister said that the two 
had discussed the sale of palm 
oil."I think Pakistan is quite ready 
to import more palm oil from 
Malaysia," he said.Read: Malaysia's 
PM defends criticism of India 
despite palm oil backlash"That's 
right, especially since we noticed 
that India threatened to cut 
Malaysia's palm oil imports 
for supporting the Kashmir 
cause, Pakistan will do its best 
to compensate for that," Prime 
Minister Imran added.India has put 

general restrictions on refined palm 
oil imports and informally asked 
traders specifically to stop buying 
from Malaysia, the world's second-
biggest producer and exporter 
of the edible oil, in retaliation for 
Malaysia's accusation that recent 
Indian policies discriminate 
against Muslims.' 
The premier also addressed an 
event organised by the Institute 
of Strategic and International 
Studies of Malaysia. During his 
address, the premier said that 
Pakistan was meant to emulate 
the Riasat-i-Madina but had lost 
its way."We want far away from 
that ideal and if you ask me why 
Pakistan could not achieve its great 
God given potential, it's because of 
this fact."Nations without visions 
eventually die."My vision is to go 
back to the reason why Pakistan 
was made," he said.Responding 
to a question at the session, the 
prime minister recalled that one 
of his first actions after being 
elected into power was extending 
a hand of friendship to India."I 
said this for one reason, and that 
one reason is that the greatest 
number of poor people live in the 
Indian subcontinent."The best way 

we can reduce poverty is when 
the two countries start having 
[a] good relationship [and] start 
trading with each other."He went 
on to add: "And I repeat, that the 
reason we kept getting rebuffed by 
India again and again was not for 
practical reasons. It was because 
India has been taken over by an 
extremist ideology and time will 
tell people who don't understand. 
What is happening in India right 
now is terrible for Indians. It will 
divide India forever.
"The prime minister warned that 
the "Hindutva racial superior 
ideology" would exclude minorities 
in India."Once this ideology is out 
of the bottle, it's very difficult to 
put it back in the bottle," he said 
and added: "Let me just say, that 
I say it in sympathy [that] what is 
happening in India is the biggest 
disaster for India because this 
sort of ideology, fascist ideology, 
does not allow any other shades 
of opinion to prosper."He assured 
that Pakistan would be willing 
to develop friendly relations 
"whenever there is a government in 
India which believes in prosperity 
of the subcontinent, poverty 
alleviation".

WASHINGTON, AGENCYS.
The World Health 
Organisation announced 
on Monday that next 
month it will bring 
together ministers of 
health, finance and foreign 
affairs of its member states 
in Marrakech to discuss 
global preparedness for 
pandemics.This health 
diplomacy meeting will 
focus on “what can be 
done to improve global” 
response to outbreaks 
of deadly diseases, WHO 
Director General Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus said 
in a tweet.He also “stressed 
the importance of the 
international community 
working together” to 
roll back the outbreak 
of the acute Coronavirus 
respiratory disease that 
has already spread to 29 
countries.On Sunday, WHO 
urged people to avoid 
untested medicines and 

herbs that are being offered 
with claims that they can 
cure the novel coronavirus. 
Last week, WHO declared a 
public health emergency of 
international concern over 
the 2019nCoV outbreak.
On Monday, WHO also 
issued recommendations 
to prevent and limit the 
further spread of this virus, 
calling on “all countries 
to implement decisions 
that are evidence-based 
and consistent.”The 
recommendations stressed 

the need to “accelerate 
the development of 
vaccines, therapeutics 
and diagnostics” to 
prevent further spread of 
this dangerous disease. 
“We need strong public-
private partnership to find 
solutions,” Tedros wrote in 
one of his tweets.He once 
again clarified that the 
decision to declare a public 
health emergency was not 
a vote of confidence against 
China’s health system. 
“The decision … was taken 
primarily because of the 
signs of human-to-human 
transmission outside 
China and our concern of 
what might happen if the 
virus were to spread in 
a country with a weaker 
health system,” he said.
The recommendations 
also emphasised the 
need to combat the 
spread of rumours and 
misinformation. 

WHO plans meeting next 
month to review health strategy

PM regrets missing KL Summit over others' 
misconception 'it would divide ummah'
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CAPE TOWN, AGENCYS. 
New South Africa captain Quinton 
de Kock says facing world 
champions England will be just 
like playing any other team as 
they prepare for the three-match 
One-day International series 
starting here at Newlands on 
Tuesday.South Africa are seeking 
to rebuild after a disastrous World 
Cup in England last year in which 
the hosts claimed the trophy in 
thrilling fashion with victory over 
New Zealand in the final.This will 
be England’s first match since the 
decider at Lord’s in July.“It is just 
like playing any other team,” De 
Kock told reporters on Monday. 
“Just because you have a World Cup 
doesn’t change anything. It is still 
the normal England team we will 
play against. I remember last time 
they came here [in 2016] we did 
pretty well and won the series. So 
it doesn’t really matter if they are 
World Cup winners or not. It is the 
same as if we are playing Australia, 
India, Bangladesh, or whoever.” 
South Africa have struggled in 
both the ODI and Test formats 
in the last 12 months, and while 
there could be a certain amount 
of experimentation as they begin a 

new cycle to the 2023 World Cup, 
while de Kock says most important 
is to get a series win.“We have new 
guys that have come in and they 
bring a lot of energy. We have guys 
who will potentially make their 
debut, so the team is very excited,” 
he said. “We are in a rebuilding 
phase and we are looking forward 
to the next World Cup squad. We 
want to give the opportunities to 
youngsters and help them grow 
as cricketers.“But for this series, 
we just want to win. There is a lot 
of time to give opportunities, but 
for us right now it is better to get 
a series win, just for the morale 
of the team.”England have rested 
Ben Stokes, arguably the world’s 
best all-rounder, but de Kock says 
there is still much quality in the 
squad.“It’s always nice not to have 
to play against Ben Stokes, but they 
still have quality players,” he said. 
“There are World Cup winners that 
are part of the squad and they have 
also got exciting young players. To 
start off with a win would be great 
for the team environment and the 
boys seem to be up for it.”Both 
teams have made numerous 
changes from the squads that 
played in the global event between 

May and July last year.Only eight of 
England’s winning squad will be in 
action, while South Africa, the first 
team to be eliminated from World 
Cup semi-final contention, have 
retained only five players.Eoin 
Morgan has been widely praised 
for his leadership of the England 
team, while de Kock is something 
of an unknown quantity in charge 
of South Africa after the selectors 
decided to ‘rest’ Faf du Plessis 

from this series.Interim director 
of cricket Graeme Smith said 
recently that de Kock would have 
an extended run as captain of 
the one-day side with du Plessis 
expected to quit international 
cricket later this year — long 
before the next World Cup in 2023.
Apart from being captain, de Kock 
is by far the most experienced 
batsman in what seems a largely 
experimental squad. To reduce his 

responsibilities, a second wicket-
keeper in Kyle Verreynne has been 
chosen and will probably make his 
international debut at some stage 
in the series.Apart from Stokes, 
the hard-hitting Jos Buttler and 
fast bowlers Jofra Archer and Mark 
Wood were also given this series 
off after being part of the World 
Cup-winning team and playing in 
the recently-finished Test series, 
with Archer subsequently ruled 
out because of injury.Among those 
with a chance to win longer-term 
one-day exposure are seam bowler 
Saqib Mahmood, leg-spinner Matt 
Parkinson and Test all-rounder 
Sam Curran, who joins his brother 
Tom in the squad.South Africa 
have lost a slew of players to 
retirement or non-selection, 
including du Plessis, Hashim Amla, 
J.P. Duminy and Imran Tahir, while 
fast bowler Kagiso Rabada was 
given an overdue rest from a series 
after being virtually ever-present 
for South Africa in the past three 
years.Janneman Malan, younger 
brother of Test opener Pieter, is 
regarded as one of the country’s 
most exciting young players, as is 
Verreynne, while Temba Bavuma, 
having become a marginal player 

for the Test side, could get an 
extended run in the one-day 
team.Lungi Ngidi was hailed as a 
potential fast bowling star when 
he made a match-winning Test 
debut against India two seasons 
ago — but injuries and lack of 
fitness have held him back. He 
had to prove his fitness for this 
series and made a successful 
return for the Titans franchise 
in a domestic one-day match on 
Friday. Lutho Sipamla is another 
exciting prospect and South Africa 
will be hoping the two young 
bowlers start a steep upward 
curve over the next three matches.
Teams:South Africa: Quinton de 
Kock (captain), Temba Bavuma, 
Bjorn Fortuin, Beuran Hendricks, 
Reeza Hendricks, Sisanda Magala, 
Janneman Malan, David Miller, 
Lungi Ngidi, Andile Phehlukwayo, 
Tabraiz Shamsi, Lutho Sipamla, 
Jon-Jon Smuts, Rassie van der 
Dussen, Kyle Verreynne.England: 
Eoin Morgan (captain), Jonny 
Bairstow, Jason Roy, Joe Root, 
Moeen Ali, Tom Banton, Sam 
Curran, Tom Curran, Joe Denly, 
Chris Jordan, Saqib Mahmood, 
Dawid Malan, Matt Parkinson, Adil 
Rashid, Chris Woakes.

SA skipper not fazed at playing world champions England
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‘Hungry’ Bumrah ready 
to be hardest worked 
in room
Hamilton. Jasprit Bumrah was at his 
lethal best in the fifth and final T20I 
where he returned magical figures of 
3/12 to help India sweep the series 
5-0 against New Zealand. On the eve 
of the first ODI here, pace spearhead 
Bumrah is hungry for more and is 
ready to be the "hardest worker in 
the room.""Be honest. Be hungry. And 
be the hardest worker in the room," 
Bumrah said in a tweet with a stylish 
picture of him in a suit.Returning 
from a long injury layoff, Bumrah 
looked rusty initially in the T20I 
series and was taken to the clean-
ers by Kane Williamson in the third 
game. But the pacer was at his best 
on Sunday as he hardly gave anything 
away and executed his yorkers to 
perfection.  "Feeling very good. The 
match got close at one point but we 
had belief that if we can squeeze in 
one or two good overs, the match 
can get close," he had said after the 
match."It was windy, I was trying to 
use the wind and the longer side of 
the boundary.

FIRST COLUMN

Coimbatore, Agencys.
Defending Champions Chennai City FC 
will be playing host to All India Football 
Federations (AIFF) developmental side 
Indian Arrows at the Jawaharlal Nehru 
Stadium here on Wednesday.Having 
picked up just one win from their 
previous five outings, Chennai City 
find themselves in a relegation scrap -- 
resting at ninth place in the table with 
eight points -- level with tenth-placed 
Aizawl FC.The hosts do have a couple 
of games in hand but that wouldn't 
serve as any consolation to a side that 
emerged as Numero Uno in the last 
term. Current and runaway league 
leaders Mohun Bagan have shown little 
signs of slowing down and are in pole 
position to take over Chennai's crown. 
However, the Southerners did show 
a lot of fight and almost pulled off a 
monumental comeback from being 
three goals down, showing glimpses of 
their absolute best.
Akbar Nawas, Head Coach, Chennai 
City FC believes that his side won't rest 
until the finish line and will continue 
the fight, irrespective of the situation. 
Weighing in on the same, he added: "I 
have great belief in my team. As long 

as it's mathematically possible for us 
to win the title, we will not give up, not 
until the final day."That is the way for 
us to move forward, even when things 
don't seem to go our way. The way 
we played in the second half against 
Mohun Bagan, it was better than any 
of our performances put together from 
last year. I saw that and I believe the 
players know it too. We must build 
on it. It's not enough if I believe in my 
players but my players have to believe 
in themselves too," he concluded.The 
Arrows will be walking into this fixture 
in an upbeat mood, having stunned 
Kolkata giants Quess East Bengal at the 
Kalyani Stadium. Not being buoyed by 
statistical expectations but executing 
their brand of football has been 
paying dividends for the youngsters, 
which could work in their favour in 
this match, with their counterparts 
being under immense pressure to live 
up to expectations set prior to this 
season."We are ready for the game 
against Chennai City and have been 
preparing well. We're looking forward 
to a good match against them as they 
have a lot of good quality and technical 
players.

How Babar Azam raced against time for his first Test century on home soil
The year 2019 turned out to be a remarkable period for Azam.

New Delhi, Agencys.
Rawalpindi will be in focus 
once again from February 
7 as Pakistan take on 
Bangladesh in the first Test 
of the two-match series.
The last time the city came 
under the spotlight was 
in December 2019 when 
Pakistan hosted Sri Lanka 
to end the 10-year-long 
drought of Test cricket in 
the country. 
Cricket fans turned out in 
large numbers to cheer 
their heroes even when 
the match was certain 
to end in a draw due to 
intermittent rain which 
caused the entire fourth 
day to be abandoned.
Babar Azam, the darling of 
Pakistani fans, received a 
resounding welcome when 
he arrived at the crease for 
the first time in white on 
the morning of the fifth and 
final day at the Pindi Cricket 

Stadium."It was an out of 
world experience for me 
as the crowd chanted my 
name when I was walking 
out to bat," Azam said on 
Tuesday . "When the crowd 
cheers for you, you want to 
give it your everything."The 
year 2019 turned out to 
be a remarkable period 
for Azam.Like his run in 
international white ball 
cricket, his Test batting 
form surged. Three of his 
four Test centuries came 
last year and overall he 
had the fifth best average 
(68.44) among the 
batsmen to have scored 
more than 500 runs in the 
longest format of the game.
Azam struggled to get his 
rhythm going early on. 
But, the presence of Abid 
Ali, a veteran of first-class 
cricket who was playing 
his maiden Test innings 
and scored a century, 

helped."It took me [a few] 
overs to settle at the crease 
after which I planned my 
innings. I usually go and 
play my strokes freely, but 
that was not happening 
since the ball was coming 
slow. I had a chat with Abid 
Ali, who was batting before 
me, and he told me to take 
my time."Once settled, 
runs started to flow off 
Azam's bat. It was when he 
neared the 50-run mark, he 
realised that he could have 
a go at the century. But a 
brief chat with the umpire 

after the tea break fazed the 
right-hander."I was playing 
on 48 when I realised that 
I can get it [his first century 
on home soil]. But, when I 
went in after the tea break, 
the umpire told me that 
the sun sets early so we 
might have to call off the 
day an hour earlier," he 
said."From that instance, I 
had my eyes on the sun as 
I went about my innings. 
As it started to go down, I 
told Abid that the umpires 
will call stumps any time 
now and I panicked a little 

at that stage. You tend to 
make mistakes when you 
panic, but I give full credit 
to Abid who kept assuring 
me that I will achieve my 
goal and that kept me from 
making any mistakes."Once 
in his 90s, Azam pierced 
the off-side field twice 
with scintillating strokes, 
the last one granting him 
the century.After punching 
Dilruwan Perera through 
covers, he had his eyes 
fixated at the ball as it 
traveled to the rope.The 
crowd erupted in joy and 
Azam roared and punched 
the air."I tried to stay calm 
and build my innings. I 
watched the ball go to the 
fence and celebrated once 
it hit the rope. You can 
only relax once you have 
achieved your goal. So, after 
the ball hit the boundary, 
I unwound myself and 
celebrated my century."

Kolkata, Agencys.
Mirabai Chanu on Tuesday bettered 
her own national record enroute to 
winning the ongoing senior National 
Weightlifting Championships in Kolkata. 
Mirabai lifted a total of 203kg to win 
the 49kg gold, bettering her previous 
record of 201 which she had achieved at 
the World Championships in Thailand 
last year.The 25-year-old lifted 88kgs 
in snatch and 115 kg in clean and jerk. 
This effort helped her to fourth place 
in the world rankings behind China's 
Jiang Huihua (212kg) and Hou Zhihui 
(211kg) and Korea's Ri Song Gum 
(209kg).The Nationals serve as a testing 
ground for Chanu and other leading 
weightlifters ahead of the Olympic gold 
event Asian Championships that will be 
held in April in Nur-Sultan, Kazakhstan.  
Earlier, Youth Olympic champion Jeremy 

Lalrinnunga (17) bettered his clean 
and jerk record to win the men's 67kg 
title on Monday.The teenage Mizoram 
lifter, who became the first Indian to 
win gold at the Youth Olympic Games 
in Argentina in 2018, lifted 132 kg after 
two failed efforts but saved his best for 
the last in clean and jerk to lift 167 kg. 
His total was 299 kg. His personal best 
of 306 kg recorded at the International 
Qatar Cup was not bettered though.

Beijing, Agencys.
It’s never easy to set a new 
standard of organizing a 
sporting event, especially 
when it comes to the Olympic 
Games. But Beijing is on its 
way to achieving this goal 
for the second time, just as 
it did in 2008 when the 29th 
Summer Olympic Games 
were held here.Preparations 
for the 2022 winter Olympic 
Games remain well on 
track. The high-speed 
railway line connecting 
Beijing with co-host city 
Zhangjiakou entered service 
on December 30, 2019.A 
permanent big air facility 
at Shougang Industrial Park 
came into use at last year’s 
World Cup event. The course 
and supporting facilities of 

the National Alpine Skiing 
Centre are ready and the 
global recruitment process 
for Games volunteers has 
begun, reports Xinhua news 
agency.And in 2020, all 
the competition and non-
competition venues will 
be finished.Beijing 2022 
organizers say they are 
committed to delivering a 
“fantastic, extraordinary 
and excellent” Olympic and 
Paralympic Winter Games, 
as the focus of preparations 
for the Games has shifted 
from venue construction 
to the management and 
operation of competition 
centres.IOC chief Thomas 
Bach has expressed his 
confidence in Beijing on 
many different occasions 

since July 31, 2015, when he 
announced in Kuala Lumpur 
that the city would host 
the 2022 Olympic Winter 
Games.“In two years, China 
will write history again. 
Beijing will be the first 
city in Olympic history to 
organize both the winter 
and summer Games,” 
Bach said last month at a 

ceremony introducing the 
Beijing 2022 mascots to 
the Olympic Museum in 
Lausanne.“Beijing 2022’s 
preparation work is going 
very well and we can already 
look forward to an excellent 
Winter Olympic Games 
from now on,” he added.
Even since the outbreak 
of novel coronavirus, Bach 

has expressed his full 
support to China, writing 
of his faith that the Games’ 
preparations will not be 
affected in a recent letter 
to the Chinese Olympic 
Committee.“We are fully 
confident that preparations 
for the Games will not be 
affected, and that your 
country can look forward 
to once again inviting the 
athletes of the world to 
compete in Beijing.”In 
2020, slogans, medals and 
torch design plans will be 
collected, and the route of 
the torch relay and theme 
songs for the Games will 
also be released. A creative 
team will be formed to plan 
the opening and closing 
ceremonies.

China gearing up for 2022 Winter Olympics Mirabai Chanu betters own 
national record to secure gold

Hamilton, Agencys.
India skipper Virat Kohli sets his 
standards on the field and has made 
it clear that he expects the same from 
his teammates. The recently concluded 
T20I series against New Zealand saw the 
Indian players putting on a dismal show 
on the field and the skipper has said that 
there can be no excuse and the boys need 
to put in an improved performance."We 
definitely have recognized it as 
something that, if you look at the average 
age of this team, it's 27 max. So we 
should be fielding way better than what 
we have. I think the standards of fielding 
overall were not that good from either 
side. T20 cricket it can happen because 
the game is so fast-paced," Kohi said."So 
once you get into a nervous zone, it's 
very difficult to get out of it. It's moving 
so quickly and the ball keeps coming 
to you.While Kohli did defend his boys 
to an extent saying that mistakes can 
happen in the fast paced T20 format, he 
was quick to add that the team has also 
made mistakes in the 50-over format 
and there have been talks on the same in 
the dressing room so that such mistakes 
aren't repeated."Even in one-day cricket, 
we have had performances that we are 

not proud of and there's no hiding from 
it. We've spoken about it so many times. 
You certainly expect a young bunch of 
guys who are very fit and very, very good 
fielders to do the job for you in the field 
collectively and not just focus on batting 
or bowling. It's about taking all three 
skills seriously and committing to it like 
bowling or batting," he said.But Kohli 
once again said that one cannot expect 
immediate results on the field and the 
team is headed in the right direction 
as far as fielding is concerned."With 
fielding it's not a matter of execution or 
result immediately. Things can be taken 
for granted. That's something that we 
want to stay away from. 

Auckland, Agencys.
A confident Indian Women’s 
hockey team registered a 1-0 win 
against Great Britain on Tuesday 
in their fourth match in Auckland.
Having won their first match in 
the New Zealand Tour 4-0 against 
the NZ Development Squad, India 
lost the following two matches 
2-1 and 1-0 respectively to the 
New Zealand national team.
However, on Tuesday, the team 
led by Rani played with full gusto 
as they began the match with 
strong attack. 
The efforts paid off early as the 
team earned a PC but could not 
convert. But the team continued 
to play with a structured defence 
and tight passing, which ensured 
little room for Great Britain to 
counter attack or create chances 
to score.“We created enough 
chances and now we need to 
keep working on converting those 
chances, but our defence stood 
strong through the match which 
was a good thing,” expressed chief 
coach Sjoerd Marijne after the 
match.Ending the first half 0-0, 

India made another PC attempt 
in the third quarter but could not 
make the opportunity count. The 
team however kept up a good 
line of defence and continued to 
carry on aggressive attack.It was 
not until the 47th minute when 
skipper Rani created space in the 
circle, netting a powerful shot 
past Great Britain’s goalkeeper. 
The 1-0 lead put serious pressure 
on Great Britain who eventually 
could not recover, thus conceding 

the loss.“Towards the end of the 
match, we were under pressure 
but the team handled it well and 
even ensured a goal. The win is 
good for a morale boost but for 
me it’s all about the performance 
and I see we can grow and become 
more dominant and calmer 
on the ball,” he stated further 
adding that it’s important for the 
team to recover fast in order to 
continue winning momentum in 
Wednesday’s match.

Rani shines in India’s 1-0 
win against Great Britain

Expect boys to focus on fielding, 
not just batting or bowling: Kohli

South Africa have lost a slew of players to retirement or non-selection

I-League: Chennai City FC to face 
Indian Arrows at home
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New Delhi, Agencys.
The Oil Ministry has moved a 
cabinet note seeking approval 
for hiving off state-owned gas 
utility GAIL (India) Ltd's pipeline 
business into a separate entity 
for a possible sale to a strategic 
investor at a later date, sources 
privy to the development said.
GAIL is India's biggest natural gas 
marketing and trading firm and 
owns more than 70 per cent of 
the country's 16,981-km pipeline 
network, giving it a stranglehold 
on the market. Users of natural 
gas have often complained about 
not 'fairly' getting access to GAIL's 
12,160-km pipeline network to 
transport their fuel.
Sources said to resolve the conflict 
arising out of the same entity 
owning the two jobs, bifurcating 
GAIL is being considered.GAIL's 
core business after the bifurcation 
would be the marketing of natural 
gas and petrochemical production. 
It will have to hire capacity on 
pipelines from the subsidiary and 
pay regulator approved traffics 
for the same. It will continue to 
execute the gas sales agreements 
it has already signed and will be 
responsible for the discharge of 
the obligation under purchase 

pacts including for import of LNG.
The Ministry last month floated 
a note for consideration of the 
Union Cabinet for transferring 
the pipeline business into a 100 
per cent subsidiary. The proposal 
involves separating the accounts 
of the pipeline division as well as 
transferring employees directly 
connected with the pipeline 
operations to the new subsidiary, 
they said adding a suitable name 
for the subsidiary is being mulled 
over.The Cabinet, they said, is 
likely to consider the proposal 
shortly. After the Cabinet approval, 
a consultant will be appointed 
to transfer the pipeline business 
into a separate subsidiary. This 
would take 8-10 months to 

accomplish. Sources said the 
pipeline subsidiary may be sold 
off to a strategic investor but the 
sale is not likely before 2022 as 
the thinking in the government 
is that the gas market will not 
be mature before that and state 
support would be needed for GAIL 
to accomplish building a national 
gas pipeline grid.The government 
had recently approved viability 
gap funding for a gas pipeline 
grid in the North-East which a 
consortium comprising GAIL 
and other state-owned firms will 
be executing.GAIL will continue 
to own the marketing business 
as also the stakes in liquefied 
natural gas (LNG) terminals after 
the split, they said. Previously, 

the government was considering 
transferring marketing business 
into a separate subsidiary for a 
sell-off at a later date but now a 
hive off of the pipeline business 
is being considered.GAIL has 
multiple long-term contracts 
to import gas in its liquid form 
(LNG) from countries such as the 
US and no strategic buyer would 
like to take the responsibility of 
those, particularly when the fuel 
is available at a cheaper price 
in the spot or current market, 
the sources said.They said it is 
now being considered that GAIL 
continues with the marketing 
business that would include all 
the sale contracts as also city gas 
retailing. Post-2022, the pipeline 
business can be sold to a strategic 
investor such as Canadian asset 
management company Brookfield 
that recently bought a 1,480-

km pipeline owned by Mukesh 
Ambani's Reliance Industries 
(RIL). The sources said the 
strategic partner will operate the 
pipelines and give access on a non-
discriminatory basis to any entity 
wanting to transport gas either 
from a natural gas field or an LNG 
import terminal to consumers. 
GAIL already keeps separate 
accounts for its gas pipeline and 
marketing businesses, making 
it easier to split them into two 
entities.By unbundling GAIL 
and opening the sector, the 
government hopes to increase gas 
use to 15 per cent of the energy 
mix by 2030 from current 6.2 per 
cent. When talk of splitting first 
started in January last year, Oil 
Minister Dharmendra Pradhan 
had stated that GAIL should focus 
on laying pipelines, suggesting 
hiving off the marketing business.

Oil ministry seeks nod to split GAIL; pipeline business may be sold later
Sources said to resolve the conflict arising out of the same entity owning the two jobs

n  TThe government had recently approved 
viability gap funding for a gas pipeline 
grid in the North-East which a consortium 
comprising GAIL and other state-owned 
firms will be executing.

New Delhi. State lender Punjab National 
Bank Tuesday reported a standlone net 
loss of Rs 492 crore in the December 
quarter of FY20 (Q3FY20) on account 
of higher provisions during the recently 
concluded quarter. However, the bank's 
asset quality improved on, both, yearly 
and sequential basis.The bank's gross 
non-performing assets (GNPA) came in 
at Rs 76,809.20 crore for Q3FY20, down 
from Rs 77,733.33 crore reported in the 
same quarter last year. Sequentially, the 
GNPAs declined from 79,458.09 crore 
reported in Q2FY20. The net NPA (NNPA), 
meanwhile, stood at Rs 30,518.92 crore, 
down 14.4 per cent YoY and 6.5 per cent 
QoQ.In terms of ratio, the GNPA for the 
recently concluded quarter improved 
sequentially, but was flat YoY, to 16.3 per 
cent. The NNPA ratio was 7.18 per cent.
The bank reported fresh slippages of Rs 
6,700 crore in the December quarter of 
FY20. The provisions, on the other hand, 
came in at Rs 4,146.04 crore, up from Rs 
2,753.84 crore provided for in Q3FY19, 
and Rs 2,928.90 crore in Q2FY20.On the 
downside, the bank's net loss stood at 
Rs 492.28 crore for the quarter ended 
December 31, 2019, as against a profit of 
Rs 246.51 crore in the same quarter last 
year. Sequentially, the bank had logged a 
profit of Rs 507.05 crore in the September 
quarter of FY20.Analysts at Prabhudas 
Lilladher, however, had projected a jump of 
162 per cent in the net profit at Rs 646.1 
crore for the recently concluded quarter. 
“PNB, similar to other corporate banks, 
should see benefit from recovery from 
NCLT and slippages should be slightly 
lower as last quarter impact was from 
daily tagging of NPAs and hence credit 
cost will come off and see improvement 
in provision coverage ratio (PCR),” they 
had written in a results preview note.That 
apart, the bank's net interest income (NII) 
stood at Rs 4,355.05 crore for the quarter 
under review, up 1.5 per cent YoY, from 
Rs 4,290.05 crore earned in Q3FY19. It 
came in-line with the analysts' estimates.
Analysts at Emkay Global had expected the 
NII to rise marginally to Rs 4,370.7 crore 
during the quarter under review, up 1.9 
per cent YoY and 2.5 per cent QoQ.
At 2:19 pm, the stock erased all the 
gains logged during the dya, and was 
trading 1.22 per cent lower at Rs 56.65. 
Incomparison, the benchmark S&P BSE 
Sensex was ruling 2.15 per cent higher at 
40,729.54 level. In the intra-day trade, the 
stock hit a high of Rs 58.95 apiece.

Direct tax dispute 
resolution scheme 
rules by mid-
February
New Delhi. The rules to resolve direct 
tax disputes under No Dispute but Trust 
Scheme – ‘Vivad Se Vishwas’ Scheme 
would be notified by mid-February 
offering taxpayers option to settle disputes 
out of legal forums.“Sabka Vishwas scheme 
(for closing indirect tax disputes) was 
open for months. The Vivad Se Vishwas 
Scheme will start from second week 
of February and taxpayers will have 
almost five months time for this scheme. 
The window would be open till June. If 
taxpayers pay the disputed tax amount 
by March, they will get more benefit,” 
Revenue Secretary Ajay Bhushan Pandey 
told IANS in an interview.Asked if the big 
taxpayers would avail the scheme given 
that they did not participate in Sabka 
Vishwas scheme, he said he was hopeful 
that they will find it attractive.“Who will 
come and who will not come depends on 
taxpayers. This is a voluntary scheme and 
we are quite hopeful that most people 
will find it attractive and useful. If one 
particular industry or taxpayer feels 
that they have a stronger case, they can 
continue with the legal route,” Pandey said.
On expected revenue from the proposed 
scheme, the top revenue officer said that 
the basic purpose of the scheme is to help 
business and industry to come out of 
litigation.“The main purpose of the scheme 
is to help the industry and the business 
to come out of litigation and not so much 
about how much amount we are going to 
get. The revenue will be a by-product,” he 
said.Currently, there are 4,83,000 direct 
tax cases pending in various appellate 
forums such as Commissioner (Appeals), 
ITAT, High Courts and the Supreme Court. 
Tax experts have claimed that the window 
available under the direct tax dispute 
resolution scheme is very short.

LIC employees 
stage strike in NE to 
protest stake sale
Guwahati/Agartala. Around 3,000 
employees of Life Insurance Corporation 
of India (LIC) on Tuesday observed a 
one-hour strike across the northeastern 
region to protest against the union 
government’s budget proposal to sell a 
part of stake in the state-run financial 
institution. The one-hour shut down was 
observed as part of the LIC employees’ 
nation-wide agitation to protest Union 
Finance’s Minister Nirmala Sitharaman’s 
budget proposal of partial disinvestment 
of LIC. The All India Insurance Employees 
Association (AIIEA) in alliance with 
two other organisations had called the 
strike across the country. “As part of the 
country-wide stirs, we have organised 
protest demonstrations in front of the LICI 
offices in all the eight northeastern states 
on Monday. Today (Tuesday) we have 
observed a one-hour strike. 

Punjab National Bank logs 
loss of Rs 492 cr in Q3, asset 
quality improves

New income tax rates will impact insurance agents’ incomes
"Bulk of the policies sold are with a sum assured of Rs 1 lakh to Rs 5 lakh.

Chennai, Agencys.
The proposed new income tax 
slab rates - a lower rate without 
any tax deductions - may put 
some money in the hands of 
taxpayers but would affect the 
agents selling life or general 
insurance policies and post 
office saving instruments, said 
a top leader of the state-run LIC 
agents' association."In India, 
a life insurance policy is sold 
and not bought. It is a social 
security product. The new tax 
rates give the option to the tax 
payer to pay tax without opting 
for tax saving measures such 
as buying insurance policies 
like life, health, or investing 
in public provident fund 
(PPF) and others," P.G. Dileep, 
General Secretary, LIC Agents' 
Organisation of India.According 
to him, Asian insurance giant 
Life Insurance Corporation of 
India (LIC) has about 11.89 lakh 
agents.   "Bulk of the policies 
sold are with a sum assured 

of Rs 1 lakh to Rs 5 lakh. The 
proposed tax slab rates may 
leave some money in the hands 
of the taxpayer and he/she may 
not buy a life insurance policy 
to save on tax," Dileep said.He 
said this would make it even 
more difficult for agents to sell 
life policies."It will be a big blow 
for the insurers as insurance 
cover is sold and not bought. 
Taxpayers buy insurance covers 
- life and health - in order to 
save tax outgo. When there 

is an option, then the general 
human tendency is not to buy 
insurance," practicing chartered 
accountant P.S. Prabhakar had 
told IANS.A senior insurance 
industry official told preferring 
anonymity: "Health and life 
insurance policies are bought 
mainly as a tax saving measure. 
Now there seems to be a 
disincentive for an individual 
to buy such insurance covers, 
thereby putting his family 
finances at risk."A senior 

official of a private sector life 
insurer not wanting to be 
quoted told IANS that insurance 
penetration, which is very 
low in India, will come down 
further.According to Prabhakar, 
such tax proposals are fine in 
countries where there is a strong 
social security system, whereas 
in India a person has to fend 
for himself during his old age. 
Thus, compulsory tax saving 
schemes taken at a younger age 
provide social security during 
old age."There is no guarantee 
that the government would 
continue with the old systems 
and can very well scrap the 
same in the future, Prabhakar 
had said.The one solace now 
for the policyholders is that the 
government has not decided 
to tax the maturity proceeds 
of a life insurance policy.
Perhaps one via media is to 
offer tax deduction for term life 
insurance under the new tax 
rates.

Bangalore, Agencys.
Truecaller, which now has over 150 
million monthly active users in India, 
said its aggressive growth in advertising 
sales and premium subscriptions in 
India have been a driving force in its 
revenue generation."We are thrilled and 
humbled that we have been profitable 
for the last several months while 
simultaneously growing revenues at 
over 70 per cent annually," Sandeep 
Patil, Managing Director, Truecaller, 
said in a statement."We will continue 
to grow revenues through investments 
in advertisement, subscriptions, 
credit and financial services. We will 
make in India for India by recruiting 
talent across technology, product 
management, data sciences and finance 
and by developing partnerships across 
the ecosystem," Patil said.Patil said 
Truecaller will be ready for an IPO in 

three years.Premium subscriptions for 
the platform have grown immensely 
since it was launched a year back.It 
has already crossed the one million 
mark and is projected to grow by 
another 50 per cent in the coming 
months, the company said.Moving 
beyond just a "caller ID and spam 
blocking app", Truecaller offers a 
wide array of communication services 
including instant messaging, VoIP 
(Voice over Internet Protocol), and 
fintech products including UPI money 
transfers, Bharat Bill Payment System.
Its digital money lending service is 
expected to launch within the first 
quarter of this year.Truecaller is also 
expanding its business portfolio with 
services like Truecaller for Business 
which streamlines the process for 
small businesses to be discovered by 
nearby users.

New Delhi, Agencys.
AirAsia Group Bhd's Tony 
Fernandes on Tuesday denied a 
now-defunct Formula 1 racing 
team formerly co-owned by him 
had any links to a bribery scandal 
involving the Malaysian airline's 
only plane supplier, Airbus 
SE.Fernandes, one of the aviation 
industry's best-known faces, on 
Monday stepped aside as chief 
executive of Asia's biggest budget 
airline for at least two months, 
as authorities investigate 
allegations that Airbus paid a 
bribe of $50 million through 
sponsorship of the Caterham F1 
team to win orders from AirAsia.
AirAsia Chairman Kamarudin 
Meranun also stepped down along 
with Fernandes, though both will 
remain advisers. The AirAsia co-

founders, who bought Caterham 
in 2011, issued a joint statement 
on Tuesday reiterating that they 
did nothing wrong."Caterham 
F1, the company alleged to have 
been sponsored improperly by 
Airbus, was at the relevant time 
a Formula 1 racing team that had 
gone round the globe promoting 
amongst others AirAsia, AirAsia 
X, GE and Airbus," Fernandes 
and Kamarudin said in the 

statement."Throughout the 
period we were shareholders in 
Caterham, the company made 
no profit and was eventually 
disposed of for 1 pound sterling 
in 2014. From start to finish, this 
was a branding exercise and not 
a venture to make profit." The 
allegations by Britain's Serious 
Fraud Office on Friday concerned 
a 2012 sponsorship agreement 
between the now-defunct racing 
team and Airbus' then-parent, 
EADS.AirAsia runs an all-Airbus 
fleet of 274 planes. It is the 
world's largest customer of the 
A321neo single-aisle aircraft.
Shares of AirAsia fell 5 per cent 
as the stock market opened in 
Kuala Lumpur on Tuesday. Those 
of long-haul subsidiary AirAsia X 
Bhd lost 8 per cent.

AirAsia's Fernandes denies link to 
bribery scandal after stepping down

Truecaller crosses 200mn 
users, becomes profitable

US stocks 
close higher 

amid data
New York.  US stocks closed 
higher, rebounding from 
the previous session’s steep 
sell-off, as investors digest-
ed the latest key economic 
data.On Monday, the Dow 
Jones Industrial Average 
increased 143.78 points, or 
0.51 per cent, to 28,399.81. 
The S&P 500 was up 23.40 
points, or 0.73 per cent, to 
3,248.92. The Nasdaq Com-
posite Index was up 122.47 
points, or 1.34 per cent, 
to 9,273.40.The majority 
of the 30 Dow component 
companies traded higher, 
with Nike and Microsoft 
gaining 3.08 per cent and 
2.44 per cent, respectively, 
leading the advancers.Eight 
of the 11 primary S&P 500 
sectors traded in green 
territory, with materials 
adding 2.13 per cent, lead-
ing the gainers.On the data 
front, the Institute for Sup-
ply Management (ISM) said 
on Monday that the Janu-
ary purchasing managers’ 
index (PMI) registered 50.9 
per cent.

New Delhi, Agencys.
Indian equity markets shrugged off 
the Budget blues and rallied over 2 
per cent on Tuesday. The benchmark 
indices opened gap-up and rode the 
momentum to nearly the pre-Budget 
levels on across-the-board buying. 
Investors' wealth rose by over Rs 2.34 
trillion in the session to Rs 156.10 
trillion in noon trades, BSE data shows.
The benchmark S&P BSE Sensex 
gained over 900 points in intra-day 
trade and the broader Nifty50 index 
was up nearly 270 points, inching 
close to the 12,000 mark.
"Stocks trading near their 52-week 
high and are witnessing good volumes 
and could still provide decent returns 
in the near-term. Traders should look 
to capitalise on such opportunities. 
The immediate support for the Nifty 
is in the range of 11580-11660. The 
index faces resistance around 11800 
and 11930 levels,” says Sameet 
Chavan, chief analyst - technical and 
derivatives market at Angel Broking. 
Asian stocks bounced on Tuesday 
with Chinese markets reversing some 
of their previous plunge amid official 
efforts to calm virus fears. China’s 
central bank has flooded the economy 
with cash while trimming some key 

lending rates, although analysts 
suspect more will have to be done to 
offset the economic fallout from the 
coronavirus.  MSCI’s broadest index of 
Asia-Pacific shares outside Japan rose 
1 per cent, led by gains in South Korea 
and Australia. Japan’s Nikkei inched up 
0.1 per cent. In overnight trade, Wall 
Street took comfort in a surprisingly 
solid reading of US manufacturing 
and the Dow ended Monday with a 
rise of 0.5 per cent, while the S&P 500 
gained 0.7 per cent and the Nasdaq 
1.3 per cent. The Indian indices had 
followed the global markets' plunge 
during the initial coronavirus scare 
and the recovery worldwide also help 

sentiments of investors back home. 
After the initial knee-jerk reaction 
on Saturday when the government 
presented the Budget for financial 
year 2020-21 (FY21), the Sensex had 
tumbled nearly 1,000 points. While 
most analysts remain disappointed 
with the Budget 2020 saying that the 
proposals lacked stimulus to revive the 
economy, the markets, too, have come 
to terms with the announcements. 
"The market's initial reaction was 
because they were hoping for some 
big bang reform that never came. But 
the view is that overall the Budget 
wasn't anti-market. Moreover, the 
finance minister has made conditions 

very lucrative for global investors 
to invest in India, especially in the 
infrastructure space. If that happens, 
it will help revive the economy in a 
big way," said independent market 
expert Ambareesh Baliga. Buying 
across the board, especially in index 
heavyweights such as Reliance 
Industries, HDFC and HDFC Bank, ITC 
and Hero MotoCorp lifted sentiment. 
After hitting a fresh 52-week low on 
Budget proposals, ITC gained over 3% 
on Tuesday to Rs 214 levels. On the 
other hand, RIL moved up over 2.5 per 
cent in intra-day deals. 
Technical charts suggest more 
headroom for the counter, if it able 
to take out Rs 1,500 mark in the days 
ahead on good volume.  Oil prices fell 
to the lowest in more than a year on 
Monday, dragged down by concern 
over demand in China after the 
coronavirus outbreak. Brent crude 
was down $1.82 at $54.80 a barrel 
by 11:33 a.m. EST (1633 GMT), the 
lowest since January last year. As per 
a Reuters report, the world's biggest 
crude oil importer, refiner Sinopec 
Corp, plans to cut throughput in 
February by about 600,000 barrels 
per day (bpd), or 12 per cent, the 
steepest cut in more than a decade.

Five reasons for the 900-point rally in the S&P BSE Sensex on Tuesday

Fuel prices unchanged as 
Brent hits 13 months low
New Delhi. After five days of continuous 
decline, the fuel prices remained unchanged 
on Tuesday even as Brent crude continued 
its downward slide hitting 13 months 
low as oil demand faltered following the 
outbreak of coronavirus in China.The petrol 
costs same as Monday and was retailing at 
Rs 73.04 a litre in Delhi, Rs 78.69 a litre in 
Mumbai, Rs 75.71 a litre in Kolkata and Rs 
75.89 a litre in Chennai.Similarly, diesel costs 
Rs 66.09 a litre in Delhi, Rs 69.27 a litre in 
Mumbai, Rs 68.49 per litre in Kolkata and 
Rs 69.81 a litre in Chennai, according to the 
Indian Oil Corporation website.Brent crude 
was trading at $54.26 per barrel, the last 
time oil was that low was during the last 
week of 2018.Experts said that demand is 
falling due to China cutting its March orders 
from oil exporting countries including Saudi 
Arabia. China’s oil demand is likely to fall by 
20 per cent compared to normal demand 
this time of the year due to the stringent 
restrictions on travel within China, and 
as well as to and from China.China is the 
second largest consumer of oil.WTI crude 
was also trading down on Monday, at $49.99 
per barrel, below the $50 threshold after 
falling 3.04 per cent on the day at New York 
Mercantile Exchange.Experts have warned 
that the coronavirus outbreak could turn 
into a full-blown pandemic leading to the 
further slump in demand.
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Actress Taapsee Pannu 
is gearing up for her 
upcoming release 
“Thappad”, and she 
asserts that the act of 
slapping amounts to 
violence, disrespect 
and, to an extent, a 
controlling nature, 
whether it involves a 
parent and a child, or 
husband and wife. She 
adds that a slap can 
never be an expression 
of love, ever.“I think 
no one takes a stand 
against the disrespect 
of women, including 
women themselves. 
Standing up against 
it is the need of the 
hour. Women who are 
living in poor economic 
condition cannot 
stand up because of 
their conditioning and 
financial dependency 
on their spouses. They 
have no place to go 
and they do not earn 
money, so they deal 
with disrespect and 
torture every day. 
In elite society, they 
refuse to address the 
issue only because 
they look at it as social 
embarrassment and 
(feel that) it hampers 
their image of a perfect 
family!” Taapsee told 
IANS.She added: “The 
fact is, whether it is one 
slap or several more 
slaps or other acts of 
domestic violence, 
it all comes from a 
place of disrespect 

and discrimination. 
There is nothing called 
a slap out of love. No, 
never!”“Thappad” 
revolves around a 
young couple and how 
one day the husband 
slaps his wife in front 
of guests at a house 
party. The wife decides 
to walk out of the 
marriage.The “Pink” 
fame actress believes 
the first introduction 
to violence happens 
through parents and 
it gets normalised by 

them. Therefore the 
actress emphasised on 
sensible parenting.“A 
kid is slapped by an 
elder because of the 
elder wants to create 
fear in the child’s 
mind, because the 
child is comparatively 
weak. It is the wrong 
style of parenting. 
Since childhood, the 
human mind learns to 
normalise a few acts 
of physical violence 
like slapping or raising 
a hand. In adulthood, 

men especially use the 
same habits to control 
people. It is a cycle and 
we need to question 
it,” she said.“Thappad” 
also features Paveil 
Gulati, Ratna Pathak 
Shah, Tanvi Azmi, Dia 
Mirza, Ram Kapoor and 
Kumud Mishra among 
others.Taapsee did a 
dozen-odd glamour 
roles in southern 
commercial films before 
“Pink” changed the 
tide of her career in 
2016, and she carved 

her image as a serious 
actress in Bollywood. 
In a short time, she 
has crafted for a “no-
nonsense” image on 
and off the screen 
with films like “Naam 
Shabana”, “Soorma”, 
“Mulk”, “Badla” among 
others.Taapsee said that 
playing the protagonist 
Amrita in “Thappad” 
was a huge challenge. 
“The character Amrita 
was suffocating for me 
in the end and I took 
it as a challenge. After 
15 days of shooting, 
I started feeling 
claustrophobic. It was 
tough for me to get out 
of my firebrand image 
and mindspace and 
get into the skin of this 
character,” she said.She 
describes Amrita as a 
“good-hearted, loving 
and homely girl”, who 
finally decides to walk 
out of a relationship 
that she invested all 
her emotions in.“She 
took all the typical 
nonsense of ‘girls 
should compromise’, 
‘little physical violence 
is part of love’, ‘and girl 
should do everything to 
save the marriage’. As 
Taapsee, I cannot take 
such no-sense at all. 
So, emotionally I was 
feeling claustrophobic,” 
she shared.Directed 
by Anubhav Sinha, 
“Thappad” is scheduled 
to release on February 
28.

Taapsee: There’s nothing like a 
slap ‘out of love’, it’s aggression 
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Diva Raai Laxmi is all set to make her digital debut 
with ZEE 5’s show Poison Season 2 opposite 
Aftab Shivdasani. Raai Laxmi was last seen in 
horror comedy Where Is The Venkatalakshmi 
which was directed by Kishore Kumar. Now she 
will be making her digital debut. The actress Raai 
Laxmi just took to her social media profile and 
dropped the stunning and hot new poster from 
the series. She captioned it, “My first venture in to 
the world of web!!! Brace yourselves for my next!! 
As I debut with @zee5 for the second season of 
a success...This April we set the temperatures 
soaring with some high voltage drama - a story 
of love and revenge #comingsoon #Poison2 
#zee5 #zee5shows” On the poster, Raai looks 
intense, fiery and hot! Poison is a web series 
that is streaming on ZEE5. The first season was 
written by Shiraz Ahmed and directed by Jatin 
Wagle. It starred Arbaaz Khan, Riya Sen, Freddy 
Daruwala and Tanuj Virwani. The series is 
Arbaaz Khan's digital debut. Now the makers are 
coming out second season, starring Raai Laxmi 
and Aftab Shivdasani. Expressing his excitement 
over the second season, Aftab Shivdasani also 
tweeted, “Revenge is best served cold...the Poison 
spreads on 30th April only on #ZEE5. #Poison2 
#PoisonOnZEE5 #AZEE5Original @iamlakshmirai 
@Pooja_Chopra_ @vinrana1986 @zainimam01 @
RahulDevRising @Taher07 @IamAsmitaSood @
ivishalpandya @irehankhan7 @ZEE5Premium @
ZEE5India”

Raai Laxmi To Make 
Digital Debut With 
Poison 2

Filmmaker Anurag Kashyap recently preferred 
taking an early morning Vistara flight to Kolkata 
instead of flying in IndiGo. He has decided to not 
fly in any of the four airlines (IndiGo, Air India, 
GoAir and SpiceJet) which have banned stand-up 
comedian Kunal Kamra after he allegedly heckled 
television anchor Arnab Goswami on a flight. 
Kashyap told The Telegraph, “I will wake up at 
4 am but I will not fly IndiGo.” He took a Vistara 
flight for which he had to wake up at 4 am. He 
tweeted about the same, “No @IndiGo6E .. on @
airvistara .. in solidarity with @kunalkamra88.” 
Anurag Kashyap was in Kolkata to open a film 
festival. In his address at the event, the filmmaker 
said, “I took the decision because of the way the 
things happened. The thing is: one minister says 
Kunal Kamra won’t be allowed to fly Air India and 
requests other airlines to follow suit. Airlines are 
trying to appease the government. Imagine, the 
government is being the bully and everybody is 
so afraid of the government, (they are) trying to 
appease him. Without any official order, without 
any investigation, they declare a ban on this man. 
They have not bothered to speak to the pilots. This 
is arrogance. This is bullying by this government. 
I will not fly the four airlines till Kunal Kamra is 
allowed to fly.” Kunal Kamra himself took a Vistara 
flight on Monday. In a tweet, Kamra posted a photo 
of himself posing in front of a Vistara counter at 
the airport and wrote,”My airport look all thanks 
to @airvistara following due process…” Not just 
Anurag Kashyap, other Bollywood celebrities 
also lent support to Kamra. Hansal Mehta, Swara 
Bhasker, Anubhav Sinha, Vijay Varma, Raveena 
Tandon and others voiced their opinion on the 
incident. Filmmaker Hansal Mehta tweeted, “Kunal 
Kamra’s act now seems almost like the only option 
to expose an establishment and its stooges. He 
called Arnab out in a very crude way and the 
response was a vulgar show of authoritarianism. 
Kamra’s protest still does not feel right to me but i 
almost feel it was necessary.”

Anurag Kashyap refuses 
to fly IndiGo
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"Dangal" famed Zaira Wasim has 
penned an emotional note on 
social media talking about the 
plight of Kashmir and Kashmiris. 
She says "Kashmir continues to 
suffer".Zaira on Monday night 
took to Instagram, where she 
shared a photograph of a flower 
and wrote a long emotional 
post."Dangal" famed Zaira 
Wasim has penned an emotional 
note on social media talking 
about the plight of Kashmir and 
Kashmiris. She says "Kashmir 
continues to suffer". Zaira on 
Monday night took to Instagram, 
where she shared a photograph 
of a flower and  
She wrote: "Kashmir continues 
to suffer and see-saw between 
hope and frustration? There's a 
false and uneasy semblance of 
calmness in place of escalating 
despair and sorrow? Kashmiris 
continue to exist and suffer in 
a world where it is so easy to 
place restrictions on our liberty." 
"Why do we have to live in a 
world where our lives and wills 
are controlled, dictated and 
bent? Why is it so easy to have 
our voices silenced? Why is it so 
easy to curtail our freedom of 
expression? Why aren't we ever 
allowed to voice our opinions, 
let alone our disapprovals, to 
decisions that are made contrary 
to our wishes? Why is it that 
instead of trying to see the cause 
of our view, our view is just 
condemned ruthfully?
"What is so easy to curb our 
voices so severely? Why can we 
not live simple lives without 
always having to wrestle 

and remind the world of our 
existence? Why is that life 
of a Kashmiri is just about 
experiencing a lifetime of crisis, 
blockade and disturbance 
so abundantly that it has 
taken away the recognition of 
normalcy and harmony from the 
hearts and minds?"
While criticising the authorities, 
she said: "Hundreds of questions 
like these -- unanswered; leaving 
us bewildered and frustrated, 
but our frustrations find no 
outlet. The authority doesn't 
make the slightest effort to 
put a stop to our doubts and 
speculations, but stubbornly 
tend to go their own way to 
confine our existence mired 
in a confused, conflicted 
and a paralysed world." The 
19-year-old Srinagar-born 

former actress added: "But I 
ask the world, what has altered 
your acceptance of the misery 
and oppression we're being 
subjected to? Do not believe 
the unfair representation of 
the facts and details or the rosy 
hue that the media has cast on 
the reality of the situation. Ask 
questions, re-examine the biased 
assumptions. Ask questions. For 
our voices have been silenced 
-- and for how long....none of 
us really know!" In June last 
year, Zaira said goodbye to her 
film career as she held that 
"relationship with her religion 
was threatened". In a detailed 
post on her Facebook page, the 
18-year-old had cited religious 
reasons for her decision to quit 
her promising career in the 
Bollywood.

Plea against "Shikara" 
in Jammu and Kashmir 

HC: reports

A petition has reportedly been filed in Jammu and Kashmir High 
Court against Vidhu Vinod Chopra's upcoming film "Shikara: 
The Untold Story Of Kashmiri Pandits", demanding a stay on 
the film's release."Shikara" is set against the backdrop of the 
Kashmiri Pandit exodus from the Kashmir Valley in late 1989 
and early 1990, in the wake of violent Islamist insurgency. The 
film is scheduled to release on February 7.
The petitioners are Iftikhar Misgar, Majid Hyderi and Irfan Hafiz 
Lone, who have alleged that the film portrays untrue facts about 
Kashmir and Kashmiri Pandits, reports newsnation.com.Sharing 
a new teaser this morning, Vidhu Vinod Chopra Films' official 
page tweeted: "In 1990, more than 4,00,000 Kashmiri Pandits 
were forced to leave their home. 30 years later, their story will 
finally be told." One of the screenplay writers of the film, Rahul 
Pandita, recently replied to a tweet and wrote: "I am a Kashmiri 
Pandit who lost everything in 1990, while you were doing 
God knows what in Bombay. I am the writer of #shikara and I 
would not let anyone compromise on the Pandit story. I will not 
betray the memory of those who fell to the bullets of radical 
Islamists." In a separate tweet he shared: "This is what I said in 
my opening remarks on the day #shikara was screened in Delhi. 
Unlike makers of soft porn films, Kashmir and the story of what 
happened to the Pandits in 1990 is not a money-making venture 
for me. It is what I lived." "Shikara: The Untold Story Of Kashmiri 
Pandits" marks Vidhu Vinod Chopra's comeback to Bollywood 
as a director for the first time since his 2007 release, "Eklavya", 
starring Amitabh Bachchan, Sanjay Dutt, Saif Ali Khan, Vidya 
Balan, Raima Sen, Jackie Shroff and Jimmy Sheirgill. Chopra 
introduces Aadil Khan and Sadia in the lead roles of "Shikara".

Kashmir continues to 
suffer: Zaira Wasim

On a promotional spree, the 
star cast of the upcoming 
film Malang reached the 
sets of the dance reality 
show ‘Dance Plus 5’ in 
Mumbai yesterday. Along 
with the lead pair Aditya 
Roy Kapur and Disha 
Patani, Anil Kapoor and 
Kunal Kemmu were also 
spotted at the show, having 
fun with the contestants. In 
a video shared by Disha on 
her social media, she is seen 
grooving to the song Hui 
Malang.
Disha made heads turn at 
the show in her oomph 
avatar. Her fashion game 
is always on point. The 
Malang actress looked 
hot as usual in an uber-

chic outfit. She donned 
a dark pink camouflage 
pants paired with a white 
bralette. The diva layered 
it with a pink full sleeves 
crop top, exposing her 
cleavage. She completed 
her look with curly locks 
and grey sneakers. Aditya 
Roy Kapur looked dapper 
in a casual outfit. He wore 
a black tee teamed with 
a pair of blue denims and 
a maroon jacket. Kunal 
Kemmu sported a full-
sleeve blue Gap T-shirt 
teamed with a pair of black 
pants and black sneakers. 
Anil Kapoor looked smart 
as ever in a blue suit paired 
with crisp white shirt 
and blue tie.Mohit Suri’s 

Malang will hit the silver 
screens on February 7, 
2020. Actress Disha Patani 
has crossed the mark of 
30 million followers on 
the photograph sharing 
application Instagram.
Expressing happiness on 
achieving the milestone on 
social media, Disha, who 
will be seen in Mohit Suri's 

"Malang", wrote a lengthy 
post, thanking every 
person who has supported 
and stood by her through 
her journey till now. "30 
million and happy faces... 
Just wanted to say a big 
thank you to my entire 
team of 'Malang', who have 
worked so hard everyday 
and given me so much love. 

@mohitsuri I am blessed 
to be your heroine,thank 
you for literally holding my 
hand through every shot 
and making everything 
so seamless and easy. @
vaibhavi.merchant cant 
express in words how 
lucky I am to be getting a 
chance to work with you 
again, you're my wonder 
woman, and someone I look 
upto." She even thanked 
her "Malang" co-stars Anil 
Kapoor, Aditya Roy Kapur, 
Kunal Kemmu and Elli 
Avrram "for being the best 
co-stars I could've ever 
imagined." "Thank you to 
my lovely fc's for giving me 
a reason to do what I do 
everyday. 

he 21st edition of IIFA Weekend and Awards 
will be held from 27 - 29 March 2020 in 
Indore, MadhyaPradesh. The awards event 
will be hosted by Salman Khan and Riteish 
Deshmukh along with performances by 
Katrina Kaif and Jacqueline Fernandez.
IIFA started its journey 2 decades ago in 
London, the International Indian Film 
Academy Awards (IIFA Awards) will this 
year travel to Indore, Madhya Pradesh's 
commercial hub that will host the mega 
Bollywood event from 27 to 29 March. This 
was announced by IIFA organisers in the 
presence of Bollywood actors Salman Khan 
and Jacqueline Fernandez and Madhya 
Pradesh Chief Minister Kamal Nath at a 
press conference here.Salman, who shares 
deep connect with Indore, will be hosting 
the three-day event, which mixes glitz, 
glamour, and marketing, for the first time. 
An event related to the IIFA Awards will 
be held in Bhopal on 21 March, while the 

main function will be organised in Indore 
from 27 to 29 March.This will be the 21st 
edition of the IIFA Awards which were 
first presented in 2000 in London. So far, 
IIFA Award functions have been held in 
12 countries in cities like Dubai, Bangkok, 
Singapore, Colombo, Toronto, Madrid, and 
Macau.Indore will be only the second Indian 
city, after Mumbai in 2019, to host the 
high-profile event, generally a star-studded 
programme attended by who's who of the 
Hindi film industry.

Disha Patani looks uber chic as she grooves to Hui Malang at dance show Salman Khan and Riteish Deshmukh 
Will Host IIFA In Indore

Karan Johar : 
'Takht' will be 
sensitive towards 
religion across the 
world
 Filmmakers, producer, writer 
and actor Karan Johar whose 
career has consisted mostly 
of romantic movies, says 
that, his upcoming historical 
drama, 'Takht', will be sensitive 
towards religions across the 
world. The director always 
had a dream to do a historical 
film. He now, is very excited to 
be a part of a film that is set in 
Mughal era. And exhilarated to 
bring alive that era in front of 
the audience.
When asked how sensitive he is 
about the portrayal of religion 
in 'Takht', on this Karan said, 
"My sensitivities to religions 
across the world will always 
be on point. That’s something I 
believe in as a human being, as 
a citizen of this great country, 
and generally as a world 
citizen. It has always been a 
dream to do a historical film, 
and now I am a part of a film 
that is set in Mughal era, which 
I have only heard of but never 
seen.Sensitivities to everyone 
and everything is something 
that we all take very deep care 
of. Also, with 'Takht', this isn’t 
a story that I wrote. History 
wrote this story, I’m only 
telling it, Karan added."Takht 
is helmed by Karan Johar. The 
movie stars Ranveer Singh, 
Kareena Kapoor Khan, Alia 
Bhatt, Vicky Kaushal, Bhumi 
Pednekar, Janhvi Kapoor and 
Anil Kapoor in the lead roles. 
The movie has its screenplay 
done by Sumit Roy. Takht is 
produced by Hiroo Yash Johar 
& Apoorva Mehta under the 
banner Dharma Productions. 
The movie will hit the big 
screen on 24 December 2021.
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