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FIRST COLUMN

Jammu, Agency. Three militants were killed 
and another arrested in Nagrota area of 
Jammu and Kashmir as Police foiled a major 
terror plan to carry out an attack along the 
Jammu-Srinagar national highway on Friday 
morning. The militants were travelling in a 
Srinagar-bound truck from Jammu and the 
contact with them got established when a 
police party at Ban Toll Plaza on the highway 
got suspicious and started searching the 
vehicle. The terrorists opened fire, which 
injured a constable and fled towards nearby 
forests on the hills. Police retaliated and 
killed one of them. Police and paramilitary 
forces rushed to the spot to cordon the area. 
Later, police killed two more militants in the 
encounter and arrested another near Nagrota. 
The truck driver Mohamamd Mabool too has 
been taken into custody for questioning.Police 
suspected the militants, believed to be four 
in numbers, had recently infiltrated into the 
Union Territory somewhere from across the 
international border in Kathua district. 

J&K : Three militants 
killed, cop injured in 
gunfight near Nagrota

New Delhi, Agency.  The Supreme 
Court Friday issued a notice to the 
Uttar Pradesh government and sought 
response on a plea for quashing notices 
sent to alleged protesters by district 
administration for recovery of losses 
during anti-Citizenship Amendment 
Act (CAA) protests. The Uttar Pradesh 
government had slapped notices on 372 
people (out of 478 identified) to recover 
damages caused to public properties 
during agitation in the state. Citing a 
set of Supreme Court recommendations 
from 2007 and a 2011 Allahabad 
High Court order, Chief Minister Yogi 
Adityanath justified the move after 
he declared “badla” (revenge) on 
rioters. A bench comprising Justices D 
Y Chandrachud and K M Joseph issued 
the notice to the state government and 
directed it to file its response within 
four weeks. The apex court was hearing 
a plea where it is alleged that the notices 
were sent in an “arbitrary manner” 
against a person, who died six years ago 
at the age of 94. People aged above 90 
were also issued notice, the plea states. 
Advocate Parwaiz Arif Titu, a peitioner 
in the case, sought stay on these 
notices claiming that they were sent in 
a haphazard manner to persons who 
have not been booked under any penal 
provisions, and with no details of FIR 
or criminal offence having been made 
against them.

Anti-CAA stir: SC notice to UP govt 
on plea for quashing notice sent 
to protesters seeking damages

Ludhiana, Agency. A man claiming to be 
an “associate and friend” of jailed gangster 
Jaggu Bhagwanpuria has issued death 
threats to Akali Dal MLA and former Cabinet 
minister Bikram Singh Majithia, through 
a Facebook post. Moga police initiated 
an investigation after the man, through a 
Facebook account in the name of ‘Preet 
LongoWall’, uploaded two posts threatening 
to “eliminate” Majithia. Moga police said 
it is yet to be confirmed whether the post 
was uploaded from inside prison. The fresh 
threats came amid an ongoing war of words 
between Majithia and Punjab Jails Minister 
Sukhjinder Singh Randhawa over the 
political affiliation of Jaggu Bhagwanpuria, 
currently lodged at Patiala Central Jail with 
at least 30 cases including that of murder, 
attempt to murder registered against him. 

Majithia issued death threats 
in two Facebook posts from 
jailed gangster’s ‘friend’

New Delhi, Agency. 

Wayanad MP and Congress leader Rahul Gandhi 
questioned how a 17-year-old managed to brandish a gun 
and shoot at a student in the presence of several police 
officers outside Jamia university. “Who paid the Jamia 
shooter?” Gandhi asked, rhetorically, speaking to reporters 
outside Parliament. On Thursday, the Congress MP quoting 
Mahatma Gandhi on the anniversary of his assassination, 
wrote on Twitter: “I cannot teach you violence, as I do not 
believe in it. I can only teach you not to bow your heads 
before anyone, even at the cost of your life.” The juvenile, 

aged 17, brandished a gun at the protest site on Thursday 
at around 1:45 pm, shouting slogans of “Yeh lo azadi (Here, 
take azadi)”, “Desh mein jo rehna hoga, Vande Mataram 
kehna hoga (If you want to stay in the country, you have 
to say Vande Mataram)” and “Dilli Police zindabad”, before 
firing. As he was being taken away by police, he identified 
himself as “Ram bhakt”. Meanwhile, Congress leader P 
Chidambaram questioned the extension of Delhi police 
commissioner Amulya Patnaik on the day of Jamia shooting. 
On Twitter, he wrote, “The Police Commissioner of Delhi 
gets an extension on the day there is a shooting in the 
presence of a substantial police force.. incomprehensible 
and reprehensible. One has got an extension, but who has 
been suspended for the deplorable shooting yesterday?” 
Hours after the incident, Union Home Minister Amit Shah 
said the government doesn’t tolerate such incidents and 
assured that the culprit won’t be spared. “Today I have 
spoken to Delhi Police Commissioner on the firing incident 
that took place in Jamia and have instructed them to take 
strict action. The central government will not tolerate any 
such incident. It will be taken seriously and the culprit will 
not be spared,” Shah tweeted.

Rahul Gandhi outside 
Parliament : Who paid 

the Jamia shooter?

New Delhi, Agency. 

A day before his scheduled execution along 
with three others, December 16 gangrape-
murder convict Pawan Gupta Friday 
moved the Supreme Court seeking review 
of its order dismissing his juvenility claim. 
Rejecting his application on January 20, an 
apex court bench of Justice R Banumathi, 
Justice Ashok Bhushan and Justice A S 
Bopanna had said that Gupta cannot be 
allowed to raise the claim of juvenility 
as the same defence had already been 
rejected by the trial court, High Court 
and Supreme Court. “Section 7A of the JJ 
(Juvenile Justice) Act stipulates that an 
application can be filed before any court 
at any stage, including the stage after the 
final disposal of the petition. 

However, once a convict has chosen 
to take the plea of juvenility before the 
learned Magistrate, High Court and 
also before the Supreme Court and the 
said plea has been rejected up to the 
Supreme Court, the petitioner cannot 
be allowed to reagitate the plea of 
juvenility by filing a fresh application… 
in our view, the learned single judge of 
the Delhi High Court rightly dismissed 
the revision petition,” the bench had 

ruled. Appearing for him, Advocate A 
P Singh had contended that the age of 
his client, as appearing in the School 
Leaving Certificate issued by his school 
Gayatri Bal Sanskar Shala, Narayan 
Pur, in Uttar Pradesh’s Ambedkar 
Nagar district, was October 8, 1996, 
and accordingly, he was aged only 16 
years and two months at the time of 
commission of the offence. Convicts 
Mukesh Singh (32), Pawan Gupta (25), 
Vinay Sharma (26) and Akshay Kumar 
Singh (31) are scheduled to be hanged 
at 6 am at Delhi’s Tihar Jail on Saturday, 
February 1. They were sentenced to 
death for the rape and brutal murder of 
a 23-year-old woman in a moving bus 
in the national capital on December 16, 
2012. The victim died weeks later on 
December 29.

Dec 16 gangrape convict moves SC with review 
plea, says was minor at time of offence

 Lucknow, Agency.   

Former Governor of Uttar Pradesh Aziz Qureshi on 
Thursday visited Ghanta Ghar in Lucknow where 
women have been protesting against the new 
citizenship law and proposed NRC for the last two 
weeks, and extended his support to them. Slamming 
the government for bringing in the contentious law, 
Qureshi told mediapersons, “I am here to support 
the women, to stand by them, to fight the oppression 
faced by them. The government is cruel. They are 
taking away blankets from them, oppressing them 
by using police to harass them.” “People in this 
government don’t know the stature of women. Their 
leaders have used derogatory words for women. 
Time will give them a slap and leave them ashamed,” 
Qureshi, who was also the Governor of Uttarakhand 
and Mizoram, added. 

Asked about Union Home Minister Amit Shah’s 
assurance that CAA will not affect Indian citizens, 
he said, “All the Census programmes that have 
happened, have they ever asked where a person’s 
father was born, or where their grandfather was 
born. If no, then why don’t they remove it and do it 
the way it has been done till now for years.” “They 
have drafted forms and have made columns. They 
have passed the Bill because they have an enmity 
with the Nehru-Gandhi family. They are gambling 
with this to fight off that danger (Gandhi family). It 

will not work,” he added. Calling the enactment of 
new citizenship law as “the foundation for Hindu 
Rashtra”, he said, “At every step, they (BJP leaders) 
talk about Pakistan, surgical strike. At every step, 
they want to create an atmosphere against Muslims. 
They played the religion card, but it failed. The people 
of this country don’t want religion, they want bread 
and employment, education, houses and health,” he 
added. Police notice to 100 women protesters, telling 
them to vacate * Police on Thursday issued notices 
to 100 women protesters taking part in the sit-in at 
Ghanta Ghar since January 17, asking them to vacate 
the protest site. “We have asked them to vacate the 
protest site keeping in mind Section 144 of the CrPC 
being in place in the state,” said Additional Deputy 
Commissioner of Police Vikas Chandra Tripathi.

This govt is cruel, takes away blankets, uses 
police to oppress women : Former Governor

President’s Address to Parliament in 2019 
and the current status of those initiatives

New Delhi, Agency.   

Kicking off the first session of Parliament 
in 2020, the Budget Session, President 
Ram Nath Kovind Friday will address a 
joint sitting of both Houses at 11 am. In 
his customary speech, Kovind will outline 
the government’s policy agenda and 
stand on issues. As per the Constitution, 
the President is required to address 
Parliament on the opening session of a 
new legislature after a general election, 
and the first sitting of the legislature 
each year. The last address to Parliament 
delivered by Kovind was in June 2019 to 
the newly formed 17th Lok Sabha. What 
did Kovind say on June 20, 2019? What 
is the current status of the initiatives he 
underlined? The President said India 
was on its way to become the fifth largest 
economy in terms of GDP, a claim that 
the International Monetary Fund (IMF) 
corroborated last year. 

Further, he said the government 
sought to make India a $5 trillion 
economy by 2024. India’s GDP is 
estimated to grow at 5 per cent in 2019-
20, compared to the 6.8 per cent growth 
rate in 2018-19. The GDP in 2019-20 is 
estimated at $2.9 trillion, which is 7.5 
per cent higher than the provisional 
estimate for 2018-19. Second, the 
President said inflation was low and 
fiscal deficit under control. In the first 
three quarters of 2019-20, CPI inflation 
was: 3.1 per cent (April-June); 3.5 per 
cent (July-September); and 5.8 per cent 
(October-December). India has a target 
of 4 per cent (within a 2 per cent to 6 
per cent range) for CPI inflation for the 
period 2016-2021 Food inflation in the 
first three quarters of 2019-20 was 
1.7 per cent (April-June); 3.5 per cent 
(July-September); and 10.7 per cent 
(October-December) The fiscal deficit 
target to be achieved as per the FRBM 
Act is 3 per cent of the GDP. In 2019-
20, it is budgeted to be 3.3 per cent (Rs 
7,03,760 crore). Till November 2019, 
the first eight months of 2019-20, fiscal 

deficit stood at Rs 8,07,834 crore or 
3.8 per cent of the GDP. The President 
said foreign exchange reserves were 
growing. On January 10, 2020, foreign 
exchange reserves were up by 16 per 
cent over the last one year, and stood 
at $461 billion, as compared to $397 
billion on January 11, 2019. Between 
April to December 2019, India’s exports 
grew at 0.9 per cent over the same 
period in 2018, and stood at $397.5 
billion. Imports, on the other hand, 
declined by 5.8 per cent, and stood at 
$455.1 billion. President Kovind said 
the government would implement the 
National Register of Citizens (NRC) on 
a priority basis in regions affected by 
infiltration. The NRC was updated in 
Assam  in the complete draft published 
on August 31, 2019, 3,11,21,004 people 
were found eligible for inclusion, and 
19,06,657 people were excluded. 
President Kovind said the government 
would amend the Citizenship Act, 1955. 
The Citizenship (Amendment) Bill, 2019 
was passed on December 11, 2019. The 
President said necessary measures 
would be taken to development Jammu 
and Kashmir, and provide a safe and 
peaceful environment for its residents. 
In this regard, the Jammu and Kashmir 
Reorganisation Bill, 2019 was passed by 
Parliament on August 6, 2019. Jammu 

and Kashmir was bifurcated into two 
Union Territories Jammu and Kashmir 
and Ladakh on October 31, 2019. 
To double farmers’ income by 2022, 
the President said the government 
has taken certain decisions including 
increasing Minimum Support Prices, 
approving 100% per cent foreign direct 
investment (FDI) in food processing, and 
extension of Crop Insurance Scheme and 
Soil Health Cards. MSP for paddy was 
increased by 3.7 per cent from Rs 1,750 
per quintal in 2018-19 to Rs 1,815 per 
quintal in 2019-20. The MSP for wheat 
increased by 4.6 per cent from Rs 1,840 
per quintal in 2018-19 to Rs 1,925 
per quintal in 2019-20. The Pradhan 
Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana (PMFBY) was 
launched from Kharif 2016. President 
Kovind said the government would 
strive to secure equal rights for women 
in the country and eradicate social evils 
like ‘Triple Talaq’ and ‘Nikah-Halala’. 
Parliament passed the Muslim Women 
(Protection of Rights on Marriage) Bill, 
2019 on July 30, 2019. The law makes 
declaration of talaq, including in written 
or electronic form, void and illegal. 
President Kovind said the government 
would launch Chandrayaan-2. The 
mission was successfully launched into 
the Earth’s orbit on July 22, 2019 and 
entered the Moon’s orbit.

The President said 
foreign exchange 

reserves were growing. 
On January 10, 2020, 

foreign exchange 
reserves were up by 16 

per cent over the last one 
year, and stood at $461 
billion, as compared to 
$397 billion on January 

11, 2019.

Punjab sees wettest January of decade, gets 132% surplus rain
Western Disturbances is bringing more rain to the state during this winter

Jalandhar, Agency.  

Punjab has witnessed the wettest January 
of the last decade. The state has received 
45.9 mm rainfall from January 1 to 30, 
while it normally receives around 19.8 mm 
rainfall in the same period an increase of 
132 %, according to Indian Metrological 
Department, Chandigarh Office. Experts said 
that due to climate change across the world, 
the increasing number of active Western 
Disturbances (WDs) is bringing more rain 
to the state during this winter. The rainfall in 
January and February is generally considered 
as winter rain. 

Director, MET Department, Chandigarh, 
Surinder Pal, said: “This year, the January 
rain is an all-time high in the past one decade. 
The rain will continue after an interval of few 
days in the coming weeks too because of the 
frequent and active arrival of the Western 
Disturbances in Punjab”. Director Punjab 
Agriculture Dr. Sutantar Kumar Airy said 
that this rain is good for the wheat crop. The 
normally required rainfall in January in the 
state is 25.2 mm while Punjab has already 
exceeded this figure. According to data 

obtained from MET Chandigarh, Punjab had 
recorded 30.2 mm, 9.4 mm (65% less), 42.4 
mm (69.6% surplus), 6.5mm (74.5% less), 
17.5 mm (30% less), 21.3 mm (15% less) 
rain in January in 2019, 2018, 2017, 2016, 
2015 and 2014, respectively. From 2010 to 
2013, the average rainfall in January was 19.2 

mm. During this winter, eight districts have 
received surplus rainfall against the normal, 
which are more than the state average of 132 
%. Tarn Taran, Firozpur, Bathinda, Barnala, 
Moga, Gurdaspur, Faridkot, and Sangrur 
districts had witnessed 53.4 mm against 
13.3 mm normal (303 % surplus), 39.8 mm 

against 10.3 mm normal (286% surplus), 
35.6 mm against 9.6 mm (271% surplus), 34 
mm against 10.7 mm (218% surplus), 47.9 
mm 16.6 mm (194% surplus), 125.8mm 
against 47.5 mm (165% surplus), 38.6 mm 
14.6 mm (164%more), and 36.9 mm against 
14.8 mm (149 %surplus) rain, respectively. 
The remaining 14 districts too have 
witnessed surplus rain ranging between 42% 
surplus to 130% surplus. Punjab’s average 
annual rainfall is about 650mm out of which 
480 mm rain is normally required in rainy 
season from July to September months. While 
remaining 170 mm is required in the rest of 
the year, including around 48 mm to 50 mm 
during the two main winter months  January 
and February. But this year, the amount of 
rainfall received this month is same as the 
combined normal rainfall in January and 
February. Haryana and Chandigarh too have 
received surplus rain in the same period. 
While Haryana state received 23 mm against 
13.4 mm which is 72% surplus, Chandigarh 
received 47.7 mm against 41 mm which 
is 16% surplus rain. In Haryana, out of 21 
districts, 16 districts got surplus rain while 
five received deficit rain this January.
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Bhupinder Singh Hooda : Dissent in BJP-JJP 
goverment due to lack of similarity in views

SC to examine victim and 
society-centric guidelines in 

death penalty cases

Chandigarh, Agency. 

At a time when voices of dissent have 
been heard from within the ruling BJP-
JJP dispensation in Haryana, former chief 
minister Bhupinder Singh Hooda on 
Thursday the confrontation was natural as 
“there is no similarity in their views”, adding 
that “it (the coalition) would fall under its 
own weight”. The senior Congress leader 
also did not rule out the possibility of an 
alliance between Congress and Depuy Chief 
Minister Dushyant Chautala’s JJP if such 
a scenario arises in the state. Speaking to 
The Indian Express at his residence, Hooda 
said there is no similarity in the views of 
the leaders of the alliance government. 
“Some of their leaders were seeking 
Congress ticket while others were hoping 
for BJP nomination for the elections. When 
they did not get any of these tickets, they 
secured the JJP ticket. They won because 
of their personal influence, not because of 
their party. So the confrontation of ideas 
is natural as there is no similarity in their 
views,” said the 72-year-old leader. “They 
formed an alliance government because of 
the number game. But from where would 
they bring common views? That’s why they 

could not finalize their Common Minimum 
Programme (CMP) until now. This 
government doesn’t have any direction. 
Such governments fall under their own 
weight when the time comes,” the former 
chief minister further said. Soon after the 
Assembly poll results, Hooda had made an 
offer to Dushyant Chautala for a coalition 
government citing similarities between 
the manifestos of JJP and Congress. Asked 
if he still stood by his position, Hooda said, 
“This is a hypothetical question and I don’t 
reply such questions, but the possibilities 
can’t be ruled out in politics.” On Tuesday, 

JJP Tohana MLA Devender Babli had called 
the present regime “the most corrupt”, 
and said that he was “ashamed” to be 
part of a government under which police 
officers are nothing but “Vardi vaale gunde 
(hooligans in uniform)”. Independent 
MLA Balraj Kundu had staged a protest in 
Rohtak alleging that police had lodged “an 
FIR against him under false charges at the 
behest of a BJP leader”.  Commenting on 
Babli’s statement, Hooda said, “This is a 
serious matter. I have said many times that 
corruption is at its extreme point. Today, 
everybody is upset with the corruption. 

There appears negligence on the part of the 
police.” He called the statement of JJP MLA 
Ram Kumar Gautam who had less than a 
month ago taken on Dushyant for keeping 
ten portfolios of the JJP quota with him an 
outcome of contradictions of views. Hooda, 
who ruled the state for almost a decade, 
called the BJP-JJP regime a “non-performing 
government”. “What is their achievement 
of 100 days? They did not take a single 
decision in public interest.

The hopes of the people have turned 
into disappointment,” he said. The state 
government had recently detected 
Rs 90-crore scam in its procurement 
and transportation process of paddy. 
“Farmers were forced to sell their crop 
at the low rates by Rs 200 to Rs 300 
per quintal. The CBI can detect who 
committed the scam,” said Hooda on the 
matter. The Congress leader said that 
the adhocism would continue till the 
formation of the proper organization 
of Congress in Haryana. “The new 
enrollment process has already begun 
in the state. In the next 2-3 months, the 
organization’s election will take place. A 
strong organization will be formed at the 
block, district and state levels,” he added.

Kanpur, Agency. 

The Behmai massacre case, in which 20 
people were killed allegedly by bandit 
Phoolan Devi’s gang nearly four decades 
ago, will come up before a special court 
here on February 12. The case was earlier 
postponed from January 24 to January 
30 due to a strike by lawyers, District 
Government Counsel (Criminal), Kanpur 
Dehat, Raju Porwal said. The case is still 
at the same stage as before in which the 
court had asked to place the original case 
diary before it, Porwal said, adding that 
the original case diary had gone missing 
on January 18 when the case was listed for 
pronouncement of verdict by Special Judge 
(UP dacoity-affected area) Sudhir Kumar. 

The judge had pulled up court officials 
for the absence of the case diary at the time 
of delivering the verdict and had asked him 
to place it before the court on January 24. 
The date was postponed to January 30 due 
to a strike called by lawyers. But in view 
of the strike over the issue of chambers 
continuing, the matter has now been 
further postponed to February 12, Porwal 

said. The court has to give its verdict on the 
role of the four surviving accused  Posha, 
Bhikha, Vishwanath and Shyambabu. While 
Posha is still in jail, the rest are out on bail. 
Three other dacoits, including Man Singh, 
are absconding. Phoolan Devi had stormed 
into the non-descript Behmai village to 
avenge her alleged rape there by two 
other bandits  Lala Ram and Sri Ram  both 
Thakurs, a dominant caste in the village. 
She was gunned down outside her official 
residence in New Delhi on July 25, 2001, 
but was made immortal on the big screen 
by noted film director Shekhar Kapoor in 
his movie “Bandit Queen”.

Jalandhar, Agency.

Punjabis staying abroad say Chinese nationals 
have been at the receiving end of a backlash 
following an outbreak of the coronavirus in 
their country. There is a large population of 
Chinese nationals in the US, Canada, Australia, 
and many other countries. Punjabis settled 
abroad say the Chinese are facing a tough 
time because people often assume they have 
just returned from their home country and 
hence interactions with them could be a risk. 
As a result, many members of the community 
are themselves avoiding going out in public.

“People start running away from them, 
some even shout at them, asking them to stay 
home,” said Reena, a Punjab native settled 
in Toronto, Canada, while admitting she too 
is scared of sending her children to school 
where a large number of Chinese students 
are enrolled. Karan Singh, a Punjabi living in 
Australia said he had Chinese friends who 
had visited their home country a month back. 
“People of all communities are feeling scared 
and even the fellow Chinese are avoiding 
meeting those who had returned from China 
recently,” he added. Explained: Why China has 
emerged as the epicentre of global outbreaks 
of disease “We know that one should not 
assume every Chinese national is infected, 
but because of the scare, people are helpless. 
Taking precautions is better because one 
infected person can infect any number of 
persons who can further infect several others,” 

said Pooja, a resident of California. Parkash 
Kaur, a resident of London, said that she 
visits her home in Punjab every year during 
this time but canceled her plans to travel. 
“At the airport, one can come in contact with 
passengers coming from any nation including 
China. So I decided to wait for some time,” she 
said over the phone. “We fully support the 
Chinese community but we are worried about 
ourselves and our dear ones,” said Kusum, 
residing in Canada. The North American 
Punjabi Community’s executive director 
Satnam Singh Chahal said that while Chinese 
nationals are not at fault for the outbreak, 
everyone including the Chinese should take 
precautions against the spread of the virus. H 
S Singh, an employee of the Dashmesh Temple 
Sikh Darbar in the US, said everyone is quite 
anxious in their community. “Even we had 
fellow Chinese workers in our company but 
they have not visited China recently. However, 
they too are avoiding meeting with their own 
brethren who had recently made trips to 
China,” he added.

New Delhi, Agency.

Four days after the 
management of a school 
in Karnataka’s Bidar was 
booked in a case of sedition 
and breach of peace based 
on a complaint alleging that 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s image was tarnished 
in a play staged by children 
against the Citizenship 
(Amendment) Act, the 
headmistress, and a parent 
was arrested on Thursday. 
Confirming this, Bidar 
Superintendent of Police 
(SP) Sreedhara T said, “the 
accused Fareeda Begum, 
the in-charge headmistress 
of Shaheen School and 
Anuja Minsa, mother of the 
student who delivered the 
dialogue which mentioned 
slapping the PM were 
arrested based on evidence 
collected by the police 
based on the case filed on 
January 26.”

Kerala, Agency.

The Kerala state lottery department today announced the 
results of Kerala Nirmal Lottery NR-158. The first prize is 
worth Rs 60 lakh. The second and third prize are worth 
Rs 5 lakh and 1 lakh respectively. The consolation prize 
is Rs 8,000. The Official results are available at http://
www.keralalotteries.com. The price of a single ticket is Rs 
30, while the entire book costs Rs 750. If the prize money 
is less than Rs 5,000, the winners can claim the money 
from any lottery shop in Kerala. If the amount won is 
above Rs 5,000, the winners will have to surrender their 
tickets before a bank or government lottery office with id 
proofs. With seven daily and multiple bumper draws, the 
lottery is one of the biggest cash flows in Kerala. The state 
government organises four festival bumper draws  Onam, 
Vishu, Christmas and Pooja/Dussehra.There are two 
seasonal jackpots, the monsoon and summer bumper.

New Delhi, Agency. 

A week after the Centre moved an application 
in the Supreme Court, it agreed to examine 
the MHA request for ‘victim-centric’ 
guidelines in death penalty cases on Friday. 
The Centre, on the backdrop of the 2012 Delhi 
gangrape case had moved an application in 
the Supreme Court observing that crime 
convicts are taking the “judicial process for 
a ride”, sought to modify the “convict-centric” 
guidelines in death penalty cases and rather 
make them “victim-centric”. The government 
had asked the apex court to also introduce a 
seven-day deadline for death row convicts to 
file mercy petitions besides introducing a time 
limit for filing of review and curative petitions 
in such cases. The plea has said the apex court 
opined that the delay in execution of death 
penalty has got a “de-humanising effect” upon 
the death convicts. The Centre had requested 
the court to “mandate all the competent 
courts, state governments, prison authorities, 
to issue death sentence of a convict within 
seven days of the rejection of his mercy 

petition and to execute death sentence within 
seven days thereafter, irrespective of the stage 
of review petition/curative petition/mercy 
petition of his co-convicts”.  A bench headed 
by Chief Justice S A Bobde has sought response 
from various stakeholders on whose petition 
the guidelines relating to the execution of death 
row convicts were laid down in 2014 referring 
to the Shatrughan Chauhan case. The issue of 
conviction and death sentence connected with 
the Shatrughan Chauhan case would not be 
altered while dealing with the Centre’s plea, the 
bench further said. The Supreme Court issued 
notice to respondents who were named in the 
2014 case.

Gandhinagar, Agency. 

Appreciating the pace of growth of the potato-
value chain in Gujarat, Nischint Bhatia, the 
Asia head of PepsiCo, said that progress in the 
state should be “replicated in other parts of the 
country”. He was addressing the Global Potato 
Conclave in Gandhinagar on Thursday. “Potatoes 
travel close to a 1,000 km in lean months. 

There are a few pockets that grow off-season 
potatoes. Potatoes storages used to be a concern 
in the past, where after July or August we never 
used to get consistent supply. These things are 
improving and Gujarat has taken a lead. We 
need to have the progress of Gujarat replicated 
in other parts of the country,” he said. “How can 
industry and farmers win together? We follow 
contract farming or collaborative farming, where 
we put farmers at the centre.” The company tries 
to assist farmers with technical guidance, bank 
loans and drip irrigation for a better yield, he 
added. “We try to build an ecosystem or model 
farms and see where yields can be more, losses 
can be lower.” PepsiCo, which is one of the major 

sponsors of the conclave, had sued 11 farmers 
from Gujarat for illegally growing and selling a 
potato variety registered in the company’s name. 
Bhatia didn’t make any reference to the suits filed 
for Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) violations, 
which the company had later withdrawn. 
Talking about the quality of seeds, Bhatia said 
“specialised seed districts” need to be developed 
and the production of potato seeds needs to move 
beyond Punjab, “Today, one of the concerns is that 
the seeds gets produced in Punjab and potatoes 
for chip stock and seeds grow side-by-side. So, the 
virus or the disease levels are much higher… If we 

can have specialised seed districts or incentives 
for developing them, it will be good for everybody. 
People will get seeds that are less disease infested 
or more hygienic…The seed will help farmers 
get higher yields and higher productivity. The 
geographies could also be expanded beyond 
Punjab.” Seeds comprise 40 percent of the 
cultivation costs for a potato farmer in India. A 
senior scientist from the Central Potato Research 
Institute (CPRI) at the conclave said adoption of 
micro-irrigation by potato farmers in Gujarat was 
worthy of emulation. “Potato farmers in other 
parts of the country have not come forward to 
adopt micro-irrigation due to the high costs. 
In Gujarat, before the introduction of micro-
irrigation systems, the potato productivity was 
just seven tonne per hectares. Now, it is leading 
the country with 37 tonne per hectare,” said 
Name Singh, Principal Scientist (Agronomy), 
CPRI, Modipuram, Uttar Pradesh. Singh said the 
farmers in the country annually produce 53 
million metric tonne (mt) of potatoes and face 
a glut whenever the production goes beyond 43 
million mt. 

Progress in state on potato value chain 
should be replicated : PepsiCo Asia head

New Delhi, Agency. 

As Air India’s 423-seater jumbo B747 plane 
took off from Delhi airport for Wuhan, the 
Indian Army has set up a quarantine facility 
in Manesar near Delhi to keep around 300 
Indian students being evacuated from China’s 
Hubei province in the aftermath of Novel 
Coronavirus outbreak. According to officials, 
the procedure of screening and quarantine 
will comprise two steps. 

The first one will be at the Indira Gandhi 
International airport followed by quarantine 
at Manesar. “If any individual is suspected to be 
infected, he/she will be shifted to the isolation 
ward at Base Hospital Delhi Cantonment,” the 
official was quoted as saying by PTI The flight 
is expected to reach India at around 2 am on 
Saturday. There are five doctors from the Health 
Ministry and one paramedical staff on board, the 
airlines said, adding that around 400 Indians 
are expected to be brought back. Meanwhile, 
Border-guarding force ITBP has also prepared 
a 600-bedded facility in Delhi to quarantine and 
provide basic medical care to those suspected to 
have been affected by the new coronavirus. The 
facility is operational in an Indo-Tibetan Border 
Police camp in south-West Delhi’s Chhawla 
area that houses ITBP sector headquarters. The 

first positive case of Coronavirus in India has 
been detected, in Thrissur, Kerala. The patient, 
a 20-year-old medical student who just came 
back from Wuhan in China, has been kept in 
isolation and is stable. Kerala Health Minister 
K K Shylaja said they were awaiting the result 

of one more test, gene sequencing, only after 
which it could be conclusively stated that she 
was affected with the virus. The death toll in 
the outbreak has risen to 213, with the number 
of confirmed cases exceeding 9,000, China’s 
health authorities confirmed.

Army sets up quarantine facility in Manesar 
for 300 students returning from Hubei

Kerala Lottery Today Results 
Nirmal NR-158 Lottery First 

Prize worth is Rs 60 lakh

Special court to take up Behmai 
massacre case on Feb 12

Pujabi NRIs: Chinese facing backlash 
abroad due to coronavirus scare

Karnataka police 
arrest headmistress, 
parent for anti-CAA 

play by kids

New Delhi, Agency.

Jamia Millia Islamia student Shadab Farooq 
(21), who was shot in the forearm Thursday, 
has an inclination towards the arts. Jamia 
spokesperson Ahmed Azeem said Shadab 
was a member of Jamia’s Drama Club 
(theatre) during his graduation days. A 
resident of Gokulpuri, he completed his 
graduation from Jamia University. Dr. Abid 
Hussain, Assistant Professor of Psychology 
at Jamia, said he has been interested in 
photography for many years. 

“He is a good singer, great voiceover artist 
and a budding photographer,” the Jamia 
spokesperson said, adding that he is always 
helpful towards friends and faculty. Doctors 
said he is stable and will be discharged soon. 
“He has been operated successfully,” said Dr 
Amit Lathwal, medical superintendent of 
AIIMS Trauma Centre. A mass communication student, 
Shadab was shooting a video at the protest when he was 
shot. Bhim Army chief Chandrashekhar Azad was among 
those who visited him. Hussain said: “A group of mass 
communication students saw the gunman coming and 

did inform the police. But the police did not react at that 
time.” “Even after he was hit with the bullet, police did not 
remove the barricades. He had to climb the barricades to 
get to the other side,” Hussain said. Police said removing 
the barricades would have taken half an hour.

Good singer and budding photographer 
Student shot at is operated on at AIIMS
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Jamia protest shooting : ‘He followed protests, 
said need to fight for Hindu community’

Vijay Kumar, New Delhi

Seventy-four kilometres away from 
New Delhi’s Jamia, a locked house 
in Jewar had a huge crowd outside 
on Thursday. It was the home of the 
Class XI student, who shot at a Jamia 
student earlier in the day. His father, 
who runs a pan shop, and his mother, 
a primary school teacher, were both 
not home on Thursday. Relatives said 
they were away for a wedding, and the 
boy had told them he would join them 
there on Thursday morning. Instead, 
he headed to Jamia. “He has nothing 
to do with anyone and minds his own 
business. He told us in the morning 
that he has to go to school, after 
which he would join the family for 
the wedding. We had no knowledge 
of his actions,” said his grandfather. 
Neighbours said he would often be 
seen hanging around the local bazaar. 
A friend who accompanied him on 
the kanwar yatra last year said he 
would often talk about a “threat” to 
the Hindu community, and how one 
must stand up to it. 

“He never came across as violent, 
but yes, he would often say we must 
stand up and fight for the Hindu 
community. We have a WhatsApp 
group of about 100 people where we 
would discuss protests and rallies 
in support of CAA and other issues. 

He was very active and vocal,” said 
his friend. Those who knew him said 
that over the past month, he had 
been discussing the CAA protests, 
Shaheen Bagh as well as protests in 
JNU and Jamia. “He was very active on 
Facebook and would consume a lot 
of information on the protests,” said 
an acquaintance. In one of the boy’s 
pictures on Facebook, he can be seen 
with Deepak Sharma, a right-wing 
activist against whom the National 
Security Act was slapped by the 
Gautam Budh Nagar administration 
following an attack on Afghan students 
from Sharda University in 2018. “I have 
uploaded a lot of videos on Facebook 

talking about Hinduism and he was one 
of my many supporters. I got in touch 
with him during protests in Aligarh 
following the murder of a minor in 
June last year. While I never interacted 
a lot with him personally, he would 
send WhatsApp messages to many of 
my friends saying that ‘something big’ 
needs to happen. We never interacted 
after that,” said Sharma. While locals 
in the village said he was associated 
with the Bajrang Dal, and his own 
Facebook page claimed this too, the 
outfit distanced itself from the minor. 
In the evening, some villagers shouted 
the slogan, ‘Tum sangharsh karo, hum 
tumhare saath hain’.

New Delhi Correspondent. 

The Ministry of Home Affairs on 
Friday notified that the service 
of Delhi Police Commissioner 
Amulya Patnaik has been extended 
by a month evoking sharp 
criticism from Congress leader P 
Chidambaram, who termed the 
extension “incomprehensible”. The 
order came a day after the Election 
Commission of India approved 
Patnaik’s extension sought by the 
ministry in view of the Assembly 
elections in the national capital. 

The Home Ministry in its order 
said, “…approval of the competent 
authority is hereby conveyed for 
extension in service of Shri Amulya 
Kumar Patnaik, IPS (AGMUT: 1985) for 
a period of one month beyond his date 
of superannuation (i.e. 31.01.2020) 
in relaxation of Rule 16(1) of All India 

Services (Death-cum-Retirement 
Benefits)Rules, 1958, in public 
interest.” Chidambaram, however, 
condemned the decision saying, “The 
Police Commissioner of Delhi gets an 
extension on the day there is a shooting 
in the presence of a substantial 
police force. Incomprehensible and 
reprehensible.”

New Delhi Correspondent. 

Youth Congress president Srinivas B V has approached the 
Delhi Police with a complaint against Union Minister Anurag 
Thakur for making an “inflammatory speech leading to 
attempt to murder of peaceful demonstrators”. The complaint 
was filed hours after a 17-year-old opened fire during a protest 
march against Citizenship (Amendment) Act outside Jamia 
Millia Islamia, injuring one student. In his complaint dated 
January 30, Srinivas claimed 
the incident had “a direct link” 
to the “hate speech” by the 
BJP MP. Thakur, during a rally 
Monday, repeatedly chanted 
“Desh ke gaddaron ko” and 
had people responding with 
“goli maaro saalon ko”. While 
brandishing a gun, the juvenile 
had shouted slogans of “Yeh lo 
azadi (Here, take azadi)”, “Desh mein jo rehna hoga, Vande 
Mataram kehna hoga (If you want to stay in the country, you 
have to say Vande Mataram)” and “Dilli Police zindabad”. 
A student from Jammu and Kashmir, identified as Shadab 
Farooq, sustained a bullet wound in his left forearm. The first 
year student of mass communication was taken to AIIMS for 
surgery. Jamia Chief Proctor Waseem Ahmad Khan had also 
blamed the incident on the provocative poll speech by Thakur. 
“The students were trying to march to Rajghat, we were trying 
to stop them… It was a peaceful protest, why did the man 
fire? This incident took place because of the inflammatory 
speeches by Anurag Thakur and Kapil Mishra. They instigated 
people. We are suffering. Police and the government should 
act against them,” he had said.

After Jamia shooting, Youth Congress 
president files complaint against 

Anurag Thakur for ‘direct link’

Chanchal Singh, New Delhi

Bank Strike Today: A two-day nationwide 
strike called by a union of bank employees 
has hit services like cash deposit, withdrawal, 
cheque clearances, instrument issuance and 
loan disbursement of public sector banks on 
Friday. Nearly 10 lakh employees of central 
banks like SBI and Bank of India went on 
a strike, with their demands ranging from 
5-day work weeks to pay hike.

 The bank strike coincides with the 
beginning of the Budget session of 
Parliament and presentation of Union 
Budget 2020-21 and the Economic Survey. 
The strike has been called by United Forum 
of Bank Unions (UFBU), an umbrella body 
of nine different bank unions, including, All 
India Bank Officers’ Confederation (AIBOC), 
All India Bank Employees Association 
(AIBEA) and National Organisation of Bank 
Workers (NOBW).

However, private banks such as HDFC 
Bank, ICICI Bank, and IDBI Bank will be 

unaffected from the strike and remain open on 
Friday and Saturday. The strike was preceded 
by an inconclusive meeting between AIBEA 
General Secretary C H Venkatachalam and 
Indian Banks’ Association, the representative 
body of banking management. Following the 

meeting, Venkatachalam stated, 
“Today’s talks with Indian Banks’ 
Association (IBA) failed on-
demand from unions, so strike call 
stands”. Cash deposit, withdrawal, 
cheque clearances, instrument 
issuance and loan disbursement 
were affected. The demands of the 
employees comprise a 20% hike in 
payslip components, scrapping of 
the new pension scheme, merging 
of the basic pay with special 
allowance, allocation of Staff 
Welfare Fund based on operating 
profits and a 5-day workweek. 

Another major demand of this 
strike is the hike in the employees’ 
salary, which was last appreciated 

by 15% in November 2017. A section of bank 
employees had gone on a day-long strike 
on January 8 in support of 10 major trade 
unions’ protest call against the government’s 
“anti-people” policies.

Vijay Kumar, New Delhi

Little Buddy Kindergarten, an established preschool 
with its registered office in London, UK and Corporate 
office in Hyderabad, Telangana now launches its 
exclusive franchisee model in Delhi. At the brand launch 
the promoters of the company along with their Master 
Franchisee for the area of Delhi, UP and NCR unveiled 
their new logo and introduced their Mascot Rudo. 
The unveiling was done by Mr Sunil Dewan and Dr 
Manju Dewan. Highlighting the concept and approach 
of learning adopted at Little Buddy Kindergarten, Ms 
Ramya Gangadharan, Director Academics at Little 
Buddy Preschool said “Little Buddy Kindergarten is a UK 
based entity with its curriculum based on Early Years 
Foundation Stage which propagates a constructivist and 
emergent learning with a hands on approach. 

We give every child an enabling environment with 
lots of activities, interactive sessions for children with 
UK preschools, Interactive robots and EYFS software 
that documents every milestone of every child. The 
learning program is designed and developed to 
encourage discovery,  questioning, and challenging 
yourself to explore learning. The curriculum delivery 
is designed to empower the inert abilities in a child. 

Our curriculum also extends to parents on how to 
facilitate progress in their children which enables 
them to provide the required parenting atmosphere 
at home.” Speaking about the training for teachers and 
counselling for parents, Mr Sunil Dewan, mentor,Little 
BuddyMaster Franchisee, said, “The teachers are 
trained by certified trainers from UKevery month, on-
site, to ensure curriculum delivery is uncompromised in 
quality at all franchisees. In addition, there is also round 
the year training support provided by our learning and 
development team. The counselling sessions for parents 
will enhance their ability to observe the progress of the 
child, understand their inherent abilities, interest and 
behavioural development”.

Public sector bank services hit as 
employees union go on 2-day strike

Little Buddy Kindergarten enters the National Capital

Jamia shooting: Insidious conspiracy by BJP to 
stall polls because of fear of defeat, says AAP

New Delhi Correspondent. t.

The Aam Aadmi Party and the Congress 
launched a scathing attack on the BJP 
and the Centre, linking the actions of the 
assailant who shot at a Jamia student 
to provocative speeches by its leaders. 
The Congress alleged the BJP was taking 
India back to the hate-filled years after 
the Partition, which culminated in the 
assassination of Mahatma Gandhi. 
“What happened in Jamia is a reflection 
of the atmosphere of hate and vitriol 
that the BJP-led Centre has created in 
the national capital over the past one 
month ever since the Winter session 
of Parliament ended. Now, is this a 
calibrated plan to polarise the entire 
country because the economy is in deep 
trouble… or is it only specifically aimed 
at the Delhi assembly polls, I think the 
jury will remain out on that for a couple 
of days,” Congress spokesperson Manish 
Tewari told reporters. AAP’s Rajya Sabha 
MP Sanjay Singh said BJP was hatching 
an “insidious conspiracy and trying to 
stall the upcoming polls because of the 
fear of defeat, which is staring them in 

the face”. Tewari said that “if somebody 
can actually pull out a gun in broad light 
with hundreds of people watching and 
with impunity try and go around shooting 
people, it’s a reflection of an atmosphere 
which has been deliberately vitiated… the 
current NDA-BJP government has taken 
back the country to those days when 
there was an atmosphere of hatred in the 

country against which 
Mahatma Gandhi fought 
and laid down his life.” 
CPM general secretary 
Sitaram Yechury said: 
“The hate-speech and 
call to violence by 
Union ministers and 
BJP leaders  along with 
the silence of the Prime 
Minister  has led to this 
shameful outcome. This 
is the kind of India this 
government wants to 
create.” CPI’s D Raja 
said: “Today is Mahatma 
Gandhi’s martyrdom 
day. And Godse’s spirit… 
is emerging. It is all in 

the aftermath of provocative statements 
made by a minister and BJP leaders. They 
are instigating violence. Delhi Police 
will have to act against Union Minister 
Anurag Thakur and BJP Lok Sabha MP 
Parvesh Sahib Singh for their provocative 
statements.” AAP’s Singh also said 
the “BJP is trying to create a riot-like 

situation in Delhi and they are hatching 
the most diabolical conspiracy by which 
they can destroy peace of Delhi”. “AAP 
believes that the BJP fears its upcoming 
defeat in this election. Mr Amit Shah and 
senior Delhi BJP leaders started with 
inflammatory speeches at various rallies 
in Delhi. 

Then, senior leaders of BJP labelled 
the Delhi Chief Minister a terrorist and, 
lastly, when they realised that none of 
these dirty tricks are bringing them 
any political gains, they conspired to 
create a riot-like situation in Delhi by 
unleashing violence,” Singh said. AICC 
general secretary Priyanka Gandhi Vadra 
tweeted: “When ministers in the BJP 
government and leaders instigate people 
to shoot and give incendiary speeches, 
then such incidents are possible. The 
Prime Minister should answer what kind 
of Delhi he wants to build? And whether 
he stands with violence or non-violence. 
Is he standing with development or 
anarchy.” Union Minister Ram Vilas 
Paswan also urged the Home Minister to 
take action against the guilty person.

Delhi Police Commissioner gets a 
month’s extension; Chidambaram 

terms it ‘incomprehensible’

New Delhi Correspondent. 

A line of barricades, police personnel in riot gear, a Delhi 
Police water cannon truck on standby, and a sea of national 
flags held high by students till Thursday night, Jamia 
remained on edge. Students made it clear that they will 
not be scared into stopping protests against CAA, and also 
demanded action against BJP leaders Kapil Mishra and 
Anurag Thakur for their recent chants of “goli maaro”. In the 
afternoon, a Jamia student was shot at by an armed assailant 
while he was marching with a group of students heading to 
Rajghat, as it was Mahatma Gandhi’s death anniversary. The 
accused allegedly shouted “yeh lo Azadi”. In the evening, a 
protester held a poster that read “Anurag Thakur badhai 
ho, tumhaare gunde goli chala rahe hai.” A management 
student Nayla Khan said, “When you go on a mic and say 
‘desh ke gaddaron ko, goli maaro saalon ko’, people who are 
supporting you will be provoked.” 

Farhat Zahra, a school student, said the shooting was 
done specifically to scare students. “They think if they 
shoot, we will get scared and run away. They think we will 
stop protesting, but that is not going to happen. We are not 
scared,” she said. A class XII student, Hussain, said, “They’ve 
repeated history. On this day, Nathuram Godse killed Gandhi, 
and now his followers have attacked students who believe 
in Gandhi’s ideology.” The students’ resolve was unbreakable 
and repeated pleas to retreat by the university’s chief proctor 
and the Imam of Jamia Masjid were not heeded. As the Imam 
of Jamia Masjid, Qari Mohammad Suleman Qasmi, said, 
“The atmosphere is not good. Looking at the condition, we 
should retreat,” students replied with a resounding “no”. The 
number of protesters swelled, posters calling out the state 
and police were brought out, slogans chanted, and speeches 
were made. The number of police personnel too increased. 
Some protesters climbed on top of barricades with the 
national flag and demanded accountability from the police. 
The Indian Express witnessed some protesters being lathi-
charged by police personnel late evening. The pushing and 
shoving continued as protesters demanded they be given 

permission to march till Rajghat. At least eight protesters, 
including three women, were detained by police personnel 
from Jamia. Late evening, Joint CP (Southern range) Devesh 
Srivastava took a loudspeaker and made an announcement 
about filing an FIR under the Arms Act and for attempt to 
murder. An hour later, a group of students asked him for 
permission to march till the Parliament on February 9. 
“Every time we ask for permission, but we never get it… on 
three occasions you beat up students, now we are asking 
for permission for a peaceful march. We will form a human 
chain and ensure no violence happens. Why would you let 
someone like Kapil Mishra do his rally while we can’t? Why 
can’t you be cooperative like Mumbai Police?” the students 
asked him. The officer, meanwhile, reiterated that the 
protesters will have to apply for permission. At the protest, 
students from other universities also showed up. Asif Ali, a 
law student from Delhi University, said, “Anurag Thakur is 
a minister, not a small leader. If he says ‘goli maaro’, people 
listen to him all over the country. Today when a student is 
shot, it is his doing. It’s a direct result of his speech.”

Jamia on edge as protesters seek 
action on ‘goli maaro’ sloganeers

New Delhi Correspondent. 

More than 300 police personnel from the 
Southeast district and five companies of 
CRPF were stationed at three points Sarai 
Jullena, Holy Family Hospital and Sukhdev 
Vihar Thursday morning when an armed 
assailant shot at a Jamia student during a 
march. Eyewitness accounts and videos 
shot by students and locals all point fingers 
at a row of policemen standing metres 
away from the accused as he brandishes a 
country-made weapon, with none of them 
showing urgency to bring him under 
control. It’s only when he has fired a shot 
that a lone police officer controls him. 
This is the third time since December that 
Delhi Police has come under criticism for 
lackadaisical handling of law and order 
situations in or around campuses  after 
barging into the Jamia Millia Islamia 

on December 15, and shoddy handling 
of the violence at Jawaharlal Nehru 
University on January 5. Around 10.15 
pm on Wednesday, a message was 
flashed from the police control room in 
Southeast district to all stations, asking 
personnel to be present for security 
deployment outside Jamia and Holy 
Family Hospital the next morning, to 
stop protesters from marching from 
Jamia to Rajghat. “SHOs from 12 police 
stations were asked to report along 

with 20 personnel each, in anti-riot gear, 
at 9.30 am. They were accompanied 
by two companies of CRPF, and were 
asked to make proper arrangements,” a 
senior officer said. Learning from past 
rallies by students, the Southeast district 
police strategically made three points 
to stop protesters. Seniors officers, 
including JCP (Southern range) Devesh 
Srivastava, DCP (Southeast) Chinmoy 
Biswal and Additional DCP Kumar 
Gyanesh were present along with their 
staff. Asked why, despite such intense 
police presence which included senior 
officers, did the accused manage to shoot 
at a protester, Special CP (crime branch) 
Praveer Ranjan said “things happened in 
a split second”  a claim contradicted by 
eyewitnesses who said police had time to 
swoop in and control him. 

Jamia protest shooting: In area 12 SHOs, over 300 cops as shot fired
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The strength of civil society is its 
spontaneity, collective mobilisation

Neera Chandhoke

Leaders of the BJP claim that the Citizenship 
Amendment Act does not take away 
citizenship from any Indian, therefore, the 
protests across the country are ill-informed 
and misplaced. We cannot believe that 
consummate politicians are unable to grasp 
the demands of thousands of students 
and citizens who march and demonstrate 
against government policies. Their message, 
blazoned on posters, and articulated in 
innovative language, creative songs, art 
and graffiti is unequivocal: We the people 
of India, will not tolerate the fusion of 
religious identity and citizenship, will not 
sanction dilution of secularism and equality, 
will not accept irresponsible amendments 
to the Constitution, and will not endure 
vicious attempts to divide us. Witness the 
political miracle. The terms of engagement 
between the government and the people 
have been transformed. In the past five 
and a half years, the BJP government has 
refused to tolerate criticism. Today our 
young people hammer home the fact that 
they will not tolerate any policy that violates 
the democratic and secular ethos of the 
nation. Students now instruct rulers do 
not tamper with constitutional principles 
that were forged in the heat of the freedom 
struggle. This is our inheritance, and this 
is our culture. The substantial movement 
in support of constitutional supremacy 
and morality trumps arguments put forth 
by BJP spokespersons; that the CAA, the 
proposed National Register of Citizens, 
and the National Population Register are 
part of their manifesto. Manifestos do not 
override the Constitution. The message is 
unambiguous and clear. But, BJP leaders, 
intoxicated with the results of the May 2019 
general election, simply do not register that a 
majority of the electorate did not vote for the 
NDA. Nor do they recognise the significance 
of the political moment. In mid-December, 
thousands of university students rose in 
protest. They seem to be unfamiliar with the 
recent history of mobilisation by civil society 
that has shaken power and dismantled states. 
The concept of civil society is normative, 
insofar as it specifies that associational life 
in a metaphorical space between the market 
based on profit, and the state that embodies 
power, is a distinct good. Associational life 
neutralises the individualism, the atomism, 
and the anomie of modern life. Social 
associations enable the pursuit of multiple 
projects and engender solidarity.

 The projects can range from developing 
awareness about climate change, to 
discussing and dissecting popular culture, 
supporting needy children, organising 
neighbourhood activities, and safeguarding 
human rights. Above all, the concept 
recognises that even democratic states are 
imperfect. Democracy has to be realised 
through sustained engagement with the 
holders of power. Citizen activism, public 
vigilance, informed public opinion, a free 
media, and a multiplicity of social associations 
are indispensable for this task. It is, however, 
the minimal avatar of civil society that of 
mobilisation against authoritarian regimes 
that has proved politically effective since 
the last decades of the 20th century. This 
concept has motivated thousands of people 

across the globe to stand up and speak back 
to a history, not of their making. In the first 
decade of the 21st century, from Nepal to 
Libya, huge crowds, driven by a distinctly 
anti-authoritarian mood, assembled and 
agitated in public spaces to demand an end 
to monarchies, dictatorships, and tyrannies. 
The mobilisation of civil societies against 
undemocratic governments again, after 
1989 and the Velvet Revolutions in Eastern 
Europe, demonstrated the competence of 
the political public to command an activity 
called politics. Notably, the objective of civil 
society is not to takeover the state. That is left 
to political parties. Vibrant civil societies are 
born out of complete disenchantment with 
the party system. They are, and remain, the 
public conscience of society. Little wonder 
that powerful states have collapsed like 
the proverbial house of cards before street 
assemblies and demonstrations. In 2006 in 
Nepal, a massive anti-monarchy movement 
developed into a pro-democracy movement 
and brought an end to rulers who had 
claimed the divine right to rule, motivating 
Maoists to lay aside their weapons and take 
part in elections to a constituent assembly 
catapulting the transition of the Nepali 
people from subject to citizen. For two years, 
2007 and 2008, a pro-democracy movement 
led by lawyers shook up Pakistan, then under 
military rule. The movement forced the 
military government under General Pervez 
Musharraf to its knees, and heralded, once 
again, the return of electoral democracy to the 
country. The most spectacular assertions of 
civil society occurred in Tunisia, Egypt, Syria, 
Libya, Yemen, Bahrain, Saudi Arabia, Algeria, 
Morocco, and other countries in West Asia 
from December 2010 onwards. Protests that 
coalesced into the “Arab Spring” were sparked 
off when on December 17, 2010, a 26-year 
old vegetable vendor Mohamed Bouazizi set 
himself on fire before a government building 
in the rural town of Sidi Bouzid in Tunisia. 
He committed self-immolation in protest 
against the public humiliation heaped on him 
by a police officer. The act sparked off major 
protests across the country, and resulted 
in demands that President Zina El Abidina 
resign. A month later the president fled the 
country. Some countries that were rocked by 
protests were under military regimes, others 

under individual despots. The inhabitants of 
these societies had been denied basic civil 
liberties such as freedom of expression and 
right to association. Yet a defiant citizenry 
came together in public places to protest 
against the harm caused by the abuse of 
authority from upping bus fares in Brazil, 
to the denial of rights in Egypt. Protesters 
identified perpetrators of injustice and 
insisted on retributive and remedial justice. 
What had been thought of as unthinkable 
and improbable had been translated into 
the probable and the achievable. A number 
of successful autocrats were forced to demit 
office Ben Ali in Tunisia, Hosni Mubarak in 
Egypt, and Ali Abdullah Saleh in Yemen. Since 
June 2019, Hong Kong has been rocked by a 
movement that has brought together huge 
numbers of people. 

The movement initially came together as 
a protest against the government proposal 
that suspected criminals would be extradited 
to mainland China. It has developed 
into a major pro-democracy movement 
inspired by deep-rooted antipathy against 
authoritarian rule. Protests continue to 
escalate in the island in the face of police 
brutality, repression and crackdowns. We 
do not need to worry about who should 
lead civil society mobilisation in India. Nor 
should we worry about where it is heading. 
It is enough that citizens have gathered 
in public spaces to fight a government 
increasingly seen as authoritarian and 
divisive. Moreover, civil societies eschew 
organisation, leadership and goals. 
Organisation leads to bureaucratisation, 
leaders rapidly become tyrants, and no one 
agent is capable of defining what the goals of 
a complex society should be. The task of civil 
society is not to wage a revolutionary war. Its 
task is to awaken people to the fact that they 
have a right to hold governments responsible 
for acts of omission and commission. 
When it takes on authoritarian states, the 
strength of civil society is its spontaneity 
and collective mobilisation. Its weapon is 
the Constitution; its demand is respect for 
constitutional morality. Finally, civil society 
is not an institution; it is a space, the site for 
many projects that restore democracy. This 
is India’s civil society moment. It needs to  
be celebrated.

In an editorial titled “Cost to the economy is 
increasing”, Inquilab notes that “demonetisation, 
and the implementation of GST in the Narendra 
Modi government’s first term and then rendering 
Article 370 ineffective in the second tenure, along 
with turning J&K into a Union territory made world 
headlines. But more hurt has been caused by the 
Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA).” It was initially 
felt that this was to distract from the economic 
decline. But now it is clear that “BJP wants to 
polarise beyond the election” campaign. The paper 
is of the view that “economic improvement must 
be the topmost priority of any government” and 
“if it takes back CAA unconditionally, the economic 
hit due to this will also stop.” Etemaad, the AIMIM 
daily from Hyderabad, has a hard-hitting editorial 
on January 22 on how finance minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman had to take a rap after her first budget. 
“The prime minister had promised to move towards 
a Rs five-trillion economy in five years. But the first 
budget faced criticism because it did not tally with 
the Economic Survey presented a day earlier.” The 
editorial asks: “In the light of the criticism of the 
first budget, how will the finance minister give 
shape to this budget and what concrete policies 
and steps will the Modi government take to put 
the economy on the right track?”The Urdu Times, 
on January 28, in an editorial titled, “The fear of 
Shaheen Bagh”, writes: “Hot winds are blowing 
in the country, even though in most of the region, 
it is winter. What is the meaning of hot winds 
at this time? It is the CAA, the NPR and the NRC 
that have heated up the atmosphere and all are 
debating this.” The editorial says: “This is not only 
about Indians. The debate has been stoked on the 
world stage. The European Union is preparing 
a resolution against this, which terms this is a 
way of snatching a citizens’ rights. India has said 
this must not be rushed and it is ready to give 
an explanation on this.” The editorial mentions 
The Economist and billionaire philanthropist, 
George Soros criticising Prime Minister Modi. The 
newspaper then goes on to assert that “it seems 
the government only sees Shaheen Bagh, whereas 
the movement is already expanding and women 
are joining it in a big way.” The editorial cautions 
that some “extremist elements” are trying to create 
violence to sabotage this and warns protesters to 
be “smart” and “not provide an opportunity for 
misuse and remain peaceful.”In an editorial titled 
“Shaheen Bagh”, Siasat, on January 29 makes hard-
hitting statements against what it terms “thoughts 
of the impure minds of some BJP leaders finding 
expression in the slogans and exhortations of 
violence and hate”. Munsif, on January 29, writes 
how “in Amit Shah’s rally, minister Anurag Thakur 
got crowds to shout goli maaron salon ko. The BJP 
is doing its best to give communal colour to the 
Delhi campaign and spread hatred.” The editorial 
titled “BJP is adamant on playing hatred politics 
for Delhi polls” argues that “it should be clear that 
law and order is a central issue in Delhi and as 
Amit Shah is home minister, his job is to resolve 
Shaheen Bagh and he must do it by talking to 
people. When there is so much talk of resolving 
bigger issues through talks, then why not this 
one? Why is he hesitating to speak to the women 
at Shaheen Bagh?” The newspaper concludes that 
“AAP is there because of its work and the people 
of Delhi have to decide, who is a patriot and who 
is a traitor.”In an editorial on January 30, the day 
the Mahatma was assassinated, Sahafat writes: 
“While 72 years have passed since Gandhi’s 
murder, instead of his martyrdom day, his Jayanti 
is celebrated. His death was not an ordinary event, 
it had shaken the entire country. Despite this, an 
attempt has been made to cover the murderer 
and the reasons of the murder.” The newspaper 
goes on to say “the government is mulling on 
giving Savarkar the Bharat Ratna. But Sardar Patel 
had asserted that he was among the suspects in 
Gandhi’s assassination. The prime minister really 
respects Patel. He may not agree with Patel on this, 
but as this matter is so sensitive, he cannot even 
express this.”
 -Vijay Kumar

We have been going through a bad patch. But there 
was a ray of hope that the Budget would consolidate 
the forces of growth since the monsoon may be good 
and manufacturing output growth was no longer in the 
negative quadrant. We were not dreaming of 6 to 7 per 
cent plus growth: The bad news from the IMF, that we 
are growing between 4.5 and 5 per cent this year, was 
factored into our anticipations. But the consolidation of 
the 2.7 per cent growth in manufacturing was doable: 
The Budget didn’t do it. Instead, it yet again spoke of a 
slew of “Reform Mantras”. The first thing, it said, was to 
increase public investment and not play statistical or 
token announcement games. The speech again “showed” 
a large increase of expenditure by comparing the budget 
estimates with the revised estimates of 2019/20. BEs 
get revised down by October and an increase is shown 
in the budget in percentage terms. In fact, this is not a 
stimulus. The upswing in manufacturing growth, from 
negative to slightly less than 3 per cent (not industrial 
growth, because that includes mining and electricity), 
needed consolidation. Real outlays on infrastructure 
needed to go up, but they did not. So the push to private 
demand and a virtuous cycle of growth was missed. The 
implicit numbers in the Budget math comprise growth 
of around 7 per cent, assuming a 5 per cent inflation 
rate. For agriculture, in the medium-term, we are alright. 
Kharif grain production was 6.4 per cent higher than the 
previous five year average output and kharif oilseeds 
output around eleven lakh tonnes above the earlier year. 
This was, however, based on a delayed monsoon which 
caused problems and anxieties in the second quarter of 
this year. Food grains are doing well and we have huge 
food stocks: But, instead of a blessing, the government 
turned public operations in grain into a nightmare by 
announcing that FCI will unload grain at a reserve price 
less than MSP. Rabi acreage recovered and is now 8 per 
cent more than last year, but the policy of government 
operations to reduce the market price of grain by its 
intervention is a nightmare. This is bound to affect input 
growth in the expanded acreage in the winter crops. 

The Urdu Press: As economy slumps

Government must avoid hollow 
reform promises to keep 

economy truly on upswing

Amit Sen

India’s first Chief of Defence Staff (CDS), 
General Bipin Rawat, said on January 16 that 
“girls and boys are now being radicalised” 
in Kashmir, and those who are “completely 
radicalised” need to be “taken out separately” 
and put in deradicalisation camps (IE, 
January 17). I remembered 1983, when I was 
working as a young medical officer in 92 Base 
(Military) Hospital at Srinagar which offered 
sincere medical care to primarily armed 
forces personnel and their families, but also 
to the “civilians” during medical emergencies 
and complicated cases that they couldn’t 
handle in the “civil hospitals”. And the local 
people were ever so grateful for that facility. 
I would often walk down the undulating 
roads through Badami Bagh Cantt, along 
the pristine hills and forests that would lead 
up to the Dal Lake. Walking through the 
narrow streets around Lal Chowk, looking for 
bargains at quaint leather shops or intricate 
Kashmiri woodwork, to paddling through the 
floating gardens around Dal Lake, I would 
meet many families and children. 

They were a warm, welcoming, 
respectful and proud people. “Yeh India 
nahin hai Madam, Kashmir hai (this is not 
India Madam, it’s Kashmir)”, a shopkeeper 
had quipped when my visiting mother had 
tried to bargain for leather bags. It had 
irked me then, but I came away with a good 
sense of their distinct identity. I remember 
buying a lot of things from that shop. And 
the children were everywhere, running 
and prancing over the steps of Nishat Bagh, 
going to school in shikaras, picnicking by 
the rapids in Pahalgam and snowboarding 
— on makeshift wooden boards  down 
the winter slopes of Gulmarg. Spring was 
in the air for most of the year. The next 
time I visited Kashmir was in 2003, as 
a child mental health professional, part 
of a team that was to address the needs 
of traumatised children and fractured 
families in the Valley. This time, the picture 
perfect landscape had been punctured 
by protruding nozzles of automatic guns 
from the security bunkers at close intervals 
throughout the city of Srinagar. Over the 

next three years, through multiple visits, 
we met dozens of children and adolescents, 
many of them orphans and others 
from families that were damaged and 
disintegrated due to insurgency, terrorism 
and excesses from security forces. There 
were eight-year-olds who had lost the 
ability to play spontaneously, and instead, 
would sing songs of martyrdom where they 
proudly proclaimed that the only objective 
in life was to march to their death in the 
quest for freedom. There were accounts of 
children and families getting caught in the 
crossfire between terrorists and security 
forces, fathers and brothers being picked 
up by men in uniform never to return again, 
and young men getting ruthlessly murdered 
in front of their kin.Such repetitive, violent 
trauma in endemic war zones can be deeply 
damaging for the community, especially 
children and adolescents, who could be 
scarred for life, and pass on their fear and 
anger to generations that follow. They 
don’t need to be tutored or indoctrinated 
to form extreme attitudes and prejudices. 
They learn from the brutal life lessons that 
surround them, that repeatedly break their 
trust in people who they expected would 
care for them and protect them. And that 
includes our state and custodians of law. 

The last time I went to Kashmir was end 
of September, 2019, with a fact finding 
team that wanted to take a close look at 
the ground realities after the shocking 
shutdown of Kashmir on August 5, 2019. 
As lawyers, activists and a medical doctor, 
we felt it was important to understand 
the situation first-hand. Not just in order 
to advance the true spirit of a democratic 
society, but to hold our elected government 
and the institutions of democracy 
accountable for their actions. Members 
of our team visited different districts in 
the Kashmir Valley, the high court, district 
courts and other quasi-judicial institutions, 
interacted with lawyers, health and 
mental health professionals, traders, 
and the victims of state-perpetrated 
violence: Findings from the exercise were 
published as a comprehensive report that 
is available in the public domain. This time, 
there were no children on the streets or 
the gardens. In fact, they were not even 
in schools. The streets of Srinagar were 
completely deserted, and it felt like a 
ghost town in the centre of the city on a 
Sunday afternoon, when I landed there. 
Besides the abject failure of the state to 
engage with the Kashmiri people in the 
decision-making about their own land and 

life, what concerned me most as a mental 
health professional is the impact of the 
violence that the security forces unleashed 
on the young people there. Children and 
adolescents who could access mental 
health services, were reporting all kinds 
of abuse (physical, sexual and emotional) 
and nightly raids by security forces as 
corroborated through reports from other 
members of our group who had visited 
villages and towns in different districts 
which had created an atmosphere of terror 
and panic amongst young people and 
their families. They shared experiences of 
paralysing fear, acute anxiety, panic attacks, 
depressive-dissociative symptoms, post 
traumatic symptoms, suicidal tendencies 
and severe anger outbursts. There was a 
marked increase in psychological distress in 
70 per cent (as estimated through a recent 
survey by mental health professionals in 
the Valley) of the population. Professionals 
working on the ground expressed concern 
about the aftermath of this imbroglio 
and feared that the trauma suffered 
by thousands of people will become 
evident in the months and years to come. 
Experiences of such violent aggression and 
abuse can cause deep, destructive trauma 
that may take generations to heal. The 
damage is particularly severe if the very 
people who are supposed to protect you 
become perpetrators. The manifestations 
may take various forms: From complete 
psychological breakdown to an extreme 
numbing of emotions and lack of empathy. 
The current spate of violence by the state 
has not only caused extreme suffering 
and a plethora of mental health disorders 
of unprecedented proportions, it has also 
manifested in the seething anger, acute 
polarisation and paranoia, a complete lack 
of trust and hardening of attitude towards 
the Indian state. So who is responsible 
for the radicalisation of Kashmiri youth, 
General Rawat? Who will bear this burden 
and help them heal? Who will pay the 
price for the consequences of this terrible 
oppression and violence on the children of 
Kashmir? Are we ever going to treat them 
as our own children?

Will we consider our own, the Kashmiri children 
traumatised by years of systemic violence?

The message is 
unambiguous 
and clear. But, 

BJP leaders, 
intoxicated with 
the results of the 

May 2019 general 
election, simply 
do not register 
that a majority 

of the electorate 
did not vote for 
the NDA. Nor do 

they recognise the 
significance of the 
political moment. 
In mid-December, 

thousands of 
university students 

rose in protest.
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JOHANNESBURG. The worst locust 
outbreak that parts of East Africa have 
seen in 70 years needs some $76 million 
to help control and the money is required 
by, actually, now, the United Nations said 
on Thursday.So far just $15 million has 
been mobilised to help stop the outbreak 
that threatens to worsen an already poor 
hunger situation for millions of people in 
Kenya, Ethiopia, Somalia and elsewhere, 
Dominique Bourgeon, emergencies 
director with the UN Food and 
Agriculture Organisation, told a briefing 
in Rome.“You can imagine that a country 
that has not seen such a thing in 70 years 
is not well prepared,” he said of Kenya, 
East Africa’s economic hub.The outbreak, 
blamed in part on a changing climate, 
now threatens to spread to South Sudan 
and Uganda and new rains in the weeks 
to come will fuel fresh vegetation and 
a new wave of breeding. The outbreak 
might not be under control until June 
when drier weather arrives, authorities 
have said.ARTICLE CONTINUES AFTER 
ADBut by then the number of locusts, if 
left unchecked, could grow 500 times, 
experts have warned.If after April the 
money has come, it’s somehow useless.

UN says Africa needs 
$76m to fight locust 
threat NEW DELHI, AGENCY.

Britain on Friday ends almost 
half a century of integration with 
its closest neighbours and leaves 
the European Union, starting 
a new — but still uncertain — 
chapter in its long history.At the 
clocks strike 11pm (UK time) — 
midnight in Brussels — Britain 
becomes the first country to 
leave the 28-member bloc and 
does it alone for the first time 
since 1973.Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson has backed Brexit since 
the 2016 referendum vote to 
leave that triggered bitterness 
and division but he has promised 
to lead the country to a bright 
new future.Official celebrations 
will be muted out of respect for 
half the population who wanted 
to stay in the EU and who remain 
fearful of what lies ahead."Our job 
as the government, my job, is to 
bring this country together and 
take us forward," Johnson said in 
a statement to mark the historic 
occasion.He added: "This is not 
an end but a beginning. This is the 
moment when the dawn breaks 
and the curtain goes up on a new 
act."Nothing will immediately feel 
different thanks to a transition 

period negotiated as part of 
an EU-UK exit deal, which was 
ratified only this week.Read: What 
is Brexit all about?Britons will be 
able to work in and trade freely 
with EU nations until December 
31, and vice versa, although the 
UK will no longer be represented 
in the bloc's institutions.But 
legally, Britain is out — with no 
easy way back.And while the exit 
terms have been agreed, Britain 
must still strike a deal on future 
relations with the EU, its largest 
trading partner.Divided country
Getting this far has been a 
traumatic process.Despite 

Britain's resistance to many 
EU projects over the years — it 
refused to join the single currency 
or the Schengen free travel area 
— the 2016 vote to leave was a 
huge shock.It unleashed political 
chaos in London, sparking 
years of bitter arguments that 
paralysed parliament and forced 
the resignations of two prime 
ministers.Johnson brought an end 
to the turmoil with his decisive 
election victory last month, which 
gave him the parliamentary 
majority to ratify the Brexit deal.
But Britons remain as divided 
as they were nearly four years 

ago, when 52 percent voted to 
leave but 48 percent voted to 
remain in the EU.Johnson himself 
is a polarising figure but he has 
emphasised unity and is avoiding 
any major celebrations that might 
exacerbate divisions.He will first 
host a special cabinet meeting 
in the northeastern English city 
of Sunderland, which was the 
first to declare for Brexit in the 
2016 vote.At 10pm (UK time), he 
will broadcast an address to the 
nation, and then host a reception 
for staff at his 10 Downing Street 
office.A light show will also be 
held outside No 10, while millions 
of commemorative 50 pence coins 
are being minted to mark the 
occasion.On them is the message: 
"Peace, prosperity and friendship 
with all nations."By contrast 
Nigel Farage, the Brexit Party 
leader who has spent decades 
campaigning to leave the EU, is 
planning a large rally in nearby 
Parliament Square.He gave a 
triumphant speech on Wednesday, 
his last day as a member of the 
European Parliament, waving 
Union Jack flags and declaring 
that Britain was "never coming 
back".But afterwards, many 

MEPs bade Britain an emotional 
goodbye and broke into a chorus 
of the traditional Scottish song 
of farewell, "Auld Lang Syne".
Brussels' Grand-Place was on 
Thursday lit in red, white and 
blue. British eurosceptics have 
campaigned for decades to free 
their country from what they 
see as an overly bureaucratic 
and unaccountable institution.
Johnson has promised to leave the 
EU's single market and customs 
union, giving Britain the freedom 
to forge trade deals around the 
world.But exactly how that will 
work — and at what cost to firms 
that depend on EU business 
— remains to be seen.The EU 
divorce deal resolved the issue of 
London's debts, the rights of EU 
expatriates, the status of Northern 
Ireland and the transition period.
But Johnson has given himself 
just 11 months — to the end of 
the transition — to negotiate a 
new EU partnership, covering 
everything from trade to security 
cooperation.He will set out his 
plans in a speech early next week 
but Brussels has already warned 
he must either limit his ambitions 
or ask for more time.

Britain hails new start as it says farewell to EU after a long-drawn process
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Warplanes kill 10, strike hospital in Syria’s rebel-held enclave
Hospital generators and one hospital car were burned, he added. No patients were hurt.

BEIRUT, AGENCYS.
Warplanes struck a town 
in a rebel-held enclave in 
northwestern Syria, killing 
at least 10 people including 
some who were fleeing the 
bombs, opposition activists 
and a rescue service said 
Thursday. 
The attack, believed 
carried out by Russian 
warplanes backing a Syrian 
government offensive, 
put a local hospital out of 
service, they said.The late 
Wednesday night assault 
on Ariha, a town in Idlib 
province, comes as the 
rebel-held enclave is under 
intense fire amid Syrian 
government advances 
on the area, which had 
been controlled by the 
opposition for nearly 
eight years.The Russian 
Defence Ministry rejected 
claims it was behind the 
attack, calling them a 
provocation. The ministry 

said Russian warplanes 
did not fly any combat 
missions in the area.
The Britain-based Syrian 
Observatory for Human 
Rights said the death toll 
from the air strikes was 
at least 10 civilians. Both 
the Observatory and the 
White Helmets said a local 
hospital and a bakery were 
struck. At least 24 people 
were wounded, including 
a doctor, a White Helmet 
volunteer, three women 
and two children, the 
rescuers said.At least six 
people, relatives of patients, 
were killed as they waited 
outside the hospital, said 
Zuheir Qarat, a surgeon. 
An anesthesiologist was 
critically wounded, Qarat 
said, and remained at 
the hospital for over an 
hour until rescuers were 
able to evacuate him after 
the raids ended, along 
with 15 patients.Hospital 

generators and one 
hospital car were burned, 
he added. No patients were 
hurt.Qarat described three 
raids before midnight, 
within minutes of each 
other. It destroyed the 
hospital and put it out of 
service, Qarat said in a 
voice message from Ariha. 
There were also people 
injured from neighboring 
buildings.The Ariha 
hospital, also know as al-
Shami, is the only medical 
facility in the area with 

surgical facilities. There 
are no government-run 
hospitals in opposition-
held areas, where health 
and education services are 
based on donations and 
international aid.Hospital 
director Waguih Qarat said 
the hospital’s coordinates 
have been shared with the 
UN for three years and 
said the government and 
Russia know it is a medical 
facility. He said the strikes 
came hours after dozens 
of dead and wounded 

from a separate airstrike 
in a village nearby were 
transported to the hospital. 
Most the patients were 
wounded in that strike.
Qarat said that striking 
the hospital is a message 
... a warning to evacuate, 
adding that Ariha residents 
started fleeing after the 
raids. The hospital was the 
third that Qarat had worked 
in, after the previous two 
were also bombed.The 
UN Humanitarian Affairs 
and Emergency Relief 
Coordinator Mark Lowcock 
described to the Security 
Council on Wednesday the 
dire conditions in the rebel-
held areas. At least 20,000 
people were displaced in 
the last two days, he said, 
adding that 115,000 left 
their homes in the past 
week, bringing total of 
those uprooted by the 
violence since December to 
390,000.

NEW DELHI, AGENCY.
Pakistan on Friday halted 
flights to and from China 
with immediate effect, a 
civil aviation official said, 
as the death toll from a 
virus outbreak spreading 
in China mounted and the 
World Health Organisation 
called it a global health 
emergency."We are 
suspending flights to China 
until February 2," Senior 
Joint Secretary of aviation 
Abdul Sattar Khokhar told 
Reuters by phone, adding 
the situation would be 
reviewed after that date.
He declined to comment on 
the reason for the closure.
On Thursday, Pakistan 
International Airlines 
(PIA) decided to suspend 
flights to Beijing until Feb 
2.Khokhar told Dawn that 
PIA had been operating two 
flights between Pakistan 
and China but it had 
decided to suspend flight 
operations.PIA had started 
two flights a week to Tokyo 
and Beijing in May 2019 
after a gap of three months.
Yesterday, Special Assistant 
to Prime Minister on Health 
Dr Zafar Mirza announced 
that the government had 
decided not to repatriate 
Pakistani citizens stranded 
in China in accordance 
with the recommendations 
of the WHO."We believe 
that right now, it is in the 
interest of our loved ones 
in China [to stay there]. It is 
in the larger interest of the 
region, world, country that 
we don't evacuate them 
now," he told reporters 
at a press conference in 
Islamabad."This is what the 
World Health Organisation 
is saying, this is China's 
policy and this is our 
policy as well. We stand 
by China in full solidarity," 
he declared."Right now the 
government of China has 

contained this epidemic 
in Wuhan city. If we act 
irresponsibly and start 
evacuating people from 
there, this epidemic will 
spread all over the world 
like wildfire.""So far, China 
has not allowed evacuation 
[of people]," he said. "You 
will, of course, remind 
me the United States has 
evacuated its diplomatic 
staff — not all citizens. This 
is a condition of the Vienna 
Convention which dictates 
that the host country can 
allow diplomats to leave 
if their country wishes for 
them to return."Addressing 
a press conference in 
Islamabad, Mirza said that 
the embassy in China was in 
contact with the Pakistani 
citizens. He said that the 
government believes that 
China's policies to contain 
the virus were adequate, 
pointing out that China 
was the first country to 
have developed kits to 
diagnose the coronavirus.A 
day prior, Mirza had 
announced that up to 
four Pakistani students 
in China were diagnosed 
with the coronavirus. A 
large proportion of the 
Pakistanis living in China 
were students of which 
over 500 students were 
based in the central city 
of Wuhan, the epicentre of 
the new virus.According 

to health officials, a man 
who returned to Karachi 
from Wuhan is being 
kept in an isolation ward 
for two weeks. His blood 
samples have been sent 
to Islamabad and he will 
be released if the test 
results are negative.In the 
first major response to 
the WHO's declaration of 
a global emergency over 
the spreading coronavirus, 
as Chinese authorities on 
Friday increased the toll to 
213 dead and nearly 10,000 
infections, the United 
States told its citizens not 
to travel to China.Measures 
to avoid being infected
The National Institute of 
Health (NIH), as well as 
international health bodies 
including the World Health 
Organisation (WHO) and 
United Kingdom's National 
Health Service (NHS) have 
issued public advisories 
listing preventive measures 
which should be taken to 
prevent the spread of the 
virus.
Here are a few simple 
measures you can take to 
avoid being infected:Wash 
your hands regularly for 
no less than 10 seconds 
with soap and water. Using 
an alcohol-based sanitiser 
is also advised.Wear a 
facemask and avoid close 
contact with anyone with a 
cough or flu. 

Pakistan halts flights to and from China 
as death toll from coronavirus rises

NEW DELHI, AGENCY.
The United States told its 
citizens not to travel to 
China in the first major 
response to the World Health 
Organisation's declaration of 
a global emergency over the 
spreading coronavirus, as 
Chinese authorities on Friday 
increased the toll to 213 dead 
and nearly 10,000 infections.
The State Department raised 
its warning alert to the highest 
level, telling its citizens "do 
not travel" to China because 
of an epidemic that has now 
spread to more than 20 
nations.Hours earlier, the 
WHO, which has faced criticism 
for initially downplaying the 
virus threat, revised its risk 
assessment after crisis talks in 
Geneva."Our greatest concern 
is the potential for the virus 
to spread to countries with 
weaker health systems," said 
WHO chief Tedros Adhanom 
Ghebreyesus."We must all act 
together now to limit further 
spread [...] We can only stop it 
together."Taking action
Tedros said travel and trade 
restrictions involving China 
were unnecessary, but 
authorities and businesses 
around the world were taking 
matters into their own hands.
Germany, Britain and other 
countries have issued warnings 
about travel to China, major 
airlines have suspended or 
reduced flights to the country, 
and Mongolia has halted 
cross-border traffic with its 
huge southern neighbour.
Russia also sealed its remote 
far-eastern border with 
China as a precaution.Some 
countries have banned entry 
for travellers from Wuhan, 
the central Chinese city where 
the virus first surfaced, while 
Italy and Israel on Thursday 
barred all flight connections 

with China.Papua New Guinea 
has gone so far as to bar all 
visitors from "Asian ports".The 
US reported its first case of 
person-to-person transmission 
of the virus on American soil 
— a man in Chicago who got it 
from his wife, who had travelled 
to Wuhan.In a sign of spreading 
paranoia, more than 6,000 
tourists were temporarily 
put under lockdown aboard a 
cruise ship at an Italian port 
after two Chinese passengers 
fell ill. They later tested 
negative for the virus.And a 
pilot's union in the United 
States sued American Airlines 
to demand it halt all flights to 
China.Death toll grows
China has taken extreme 
steps to stop the spread of 
the virus, including effectively 
quarantining more than 50 
million people in Wuhan and 
surrounding Hubei province.
The government on Friday 
reported 43 new deaths in 
the preceding 24 hours.The 
number of new fatalities has 
risen daily over the past 10 
days.The vast majority have 
been in Hubei, and many were 
elderly.China's National Health 
Commission also said Friday 
that 1,982 new cases had been 
confirmed, bringing the total 
to just under 10,000.Another 

102,000 people were under 
medical observation in China 
with possible symptoms of 
the respiratory ailment.The 
pathogen is believed to have 
emerged in a Wuhan market 
that sold wild game, and spread 
by a Lunar New Year holiday 
season in which hundreds of 
millions of Chinese travel at 
home or abroad. Thousands of 
foreigners have been trapped 
in Wuhan since it was sealed 
off last week.France on Friday 
airlifted around 200 of its 
citizens from Wuhan. They 
will be placed under two-
week quarantine back home.
Britain followed suit within 
hours, extracting 110 British 
and foreign nationals."It's 
sad to leave a country which 
you're attached to," Adrien, 
a 26-year-old French auto 
industry employee, told AFP 
before the flight."We're also 
relieved because we don't 
know how things will turn 
out in China."Japan and the 
United States flew citizens out 
on Wednesday.More foreign 
evacuation flights are expected.
Tokyo on Thursday reported 
that three people aboard its 
first evacuation flight tested 
positive after landing in Japan.
Two of those showed no 
symptoms.

SYDNEY, AGENCYS.
Australia was bracing for a 
heatwave to sweep across 
the country’s fire-ravaged 
southeast in the coming days, 
with the forecast stoking fears 
the soaring temperatures 
could inflame bushfires.
Temperatures reached 
above 40 degrees Celsius on 
Thursday in South Australia 
state, where dangerous fire 
weather warnings were issued 
in several bushfire-prone 
areas.The heatwave is then 
expected to hit Melbourne 
and Canberra on Friday 
before parts of Sydney reach 
45 degrees Celsius on the 
weekend.Authorities say the 
searing heat, accompanied by 
dry winds, would bring severe 
bushfire conditions to parts of 
New South Wales and Victoria 
— where more than 80 fires 
are still burning across the two 
states.  “We’ve had the benefit 
of some suppressed, benign 
conditions over the last few 

days. However, as we’ve heard, 
it’s going to be hot and dry,” 
Victoria Emergency Services 
Commissioner Andrew Crisp 
said, urging residents to be 
prepared for bushfires to 
flare.“If you’re gonna wait until 
you see the smoke or the fire 
at your doorstep, it’s far too 
late. You’ve gotta get out early,” 
he said.Storms are forecast to 
follow the heatwave, bringing 
rain that could help dampen 
fires but also the potential for 
wild weather, including flash 

flooding.The renewed fire 
threat came as worst-hit New 
South Wales announced an 
inquiry into the catastrophic 
bushfire season, which has left 
at least 32 people dead and 
devastated vast swathes of the 
country since September.“The 
scale of these fires has been 
unprecedented and we must 
leave no stone unturned,” 
Premier Gladys Berejiklian 
said.“This inquiry will allow 
NSW to learn from this 
season and the catastrophic 

conditions we’ve faced, and 
apply these learnings for the 
future.”That comes on top of 
a Royal Commission inquiry 
annou nced by Prime Minister 
Scott Morrison earlier in 
January.The months-long crisis 
has sparked renewed calls 
for Australia’s conservative 
government to take immediate 
action on climate change, 
with street protests urging 
Morrison to reduce the 
country’s reliance on coal.
Scientists say the bushfire 
disaster was exacerbated by 
climate change, coming on the 
back of a crippling drought that 
turned forests into a tinderbox 
and allowed blazes to spread 
out of control quickly.While 
the prime minister belatedly 
acknowledged the link 
between the bushfire disaster 
and a warming planet, he has 
said his government would 
focus on climate adaption and 
building resilience instead of 
measures to cut emissions.

Heatwave in Australia renews 
bushfire worries

WHO declares coronavirus 
outbreak a global health  

emergency, death toll hits 213

Iran envoy urges ways 
to bypass US sanctions

ISLAMABAD: The Iranian envoy on Thursday 
asked Pakistan to look for ways to bypass 
American sanctions for increasing its bilateral 
trade and economic cooperation with Iran.
Iranian Ambassador Seyyed Mohammed 
Ali Hosseini was delivering a lecture on 
‘Pak-Iran Peace and Security Cooperation’ 
at the Islamabad Policy Institute (IPI).The 
ambassador’s lecture covered a wide range 
of issues, including the bilateral agenda, 
the situation in the Middle East, efforts for 
peace in Afghanistan, and even issues rarely 
discussed publicly like the participation 
of certain Pakistanis in the fight against 
militant Islamic State group or Daesh in 
Syria.The envoy said Iran wanted to expand 
ties with Pakistan in all spheres, especially 
trade. Iran, he said, has already expressed its 
desire to become a part of the China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor either in the bilateral or 
trilateral format. US sanctions, he believed, 
were, however, the main factor preventing 
the progress on the economic front.Iran had 
earlier worked out a financial mechanism 
with the European Union to circumvent 
sanctions, but that did not work.
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Indian fast bowlers being 
labelled as the best is nothing 
new in the last couple of years 
but when it comes from a 
former Pakistan speedster, 
who still holds the record for 
the fastest delivery – 161.3 
km/h against England in 2003 
– it still warrants a special 
mention. Rawalpindi Express 
Shoaib Akhtar reserved the 
highest praise for India fast 
bowler Mohammed Shami, 
terming him ‘the best fast 
bowler in the world’ after his 
heroics in the last over of the 
3rd T20I against New Zealand 
stretched the match into Super 
Over. India, down and out at 
one stage, in the end, ended up 
on the winning side in Super 
Over at Hamilton to claim their 
maiden T20I series in New 
Zealand. India vs New Zealand 
live score, 4th T20I
Shami, who was rested from 
the 4th T20I and replaced 
by Navdeep Saini, had only 9 
runs to defend in the last over 
with two set batsmen – Kane 
Williamson and Ross Taylor – 
in the crease. Shami was hit for 
a six in his first ball. The right-

arm seamer, however, made a 
roaring comeback after that, 
dismissing Williamson for 95 
and then bowling two dot balls 
to Seifert – one was converted 
into a bye. When the equation 
was down to 1 run off 1 ball 
Shami knocked over Taylor’s 
stumps to send the Hamilton 
crowd in frenzy. Also Read: 
India vs New Zealand 4th T20I 
team prediction - Lanky pacer 
& all-rounder, 2 changes likely 
in 4th T20I
 “When Taylor hit Shami for a 
six in the first ball, I thought 
the match was over but that’s 
where the experience of Shami 
came into play. He realized 
there was little bit of dew 
which will help the ball skid if 
he hits the length,” said Akhtar 
on his Youtube channel. Shami 
bowled short and wide to get 
the wicket of Williamson and 
then followed it with similar 
deliveries to new man Tim 
Seifert from which the keeper-
batsman failed to make any 
contact. Taylor, who got the 
strike back after stealing a 
bye dragged the last ball onto 
his stumps. “Taylor hit me a 

lot through the midwicket 
region in my last match but 
unfortunately he dragged the 
same shot onto his stumps 
on the last ball. But credit to 
Shami,” added Akhtar Crediting 
Shami’s length variation and 
his ability to think in pressure 
situations, Akhtar termed 
the ‘the find of India and the 
best fast bowler in the world 
currently. “Shami is a very 
clever bowler. He is the find 
of India and he is the best fast 
bowler in the world. Whatever 

situation you put him in, he 
always excels, whether it’s a 
world cup or a T20 in New 
Zealand, he’s a very very smart 
fast bowler. When he got to 
know that yorkers won’t work, 
he immediately switched to 
length balls and bouncers,” 
explained Akhtar After both 
sides ended up scoring 179 
in the legitimate 20 overs, 
New Zealand scored 17 runs 
in the Super Over bowled by 
Jasprit Bumrah. In reply, Rohit 
Sharma hit two sixes off Tim 

Southee when 10 runs were 
needed off 2 balls to seal the 

victory for India. In the Super 
“I feel bad for New Zealand. All 

the memories of the World Cup 
crept up. 

Shami is the best fast bowler in the world: Akhtar
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Messi scores 
twice as Barca 
brush past 
Leganes in Copa 
del Rey    

Madrid. FC Barcelona produced 
their most convincing performance 
since Quique Setien took over as 
first team coach to enter quarter-
finals of the Spanish Copa del Rey 
with a 5-0 win at home to Leganes.
Although Leganes, who are cur-
rently second from bottom of the 
Liga Santander, helped the Barca 
cause with a display that implied 
they were more interested in their 
weekend league game than the 
last eight of the cup, Setien''s side 
looked more direct than in their 
previous three games, with Leo 
Messi once again their most decisive 
player, reports Xinhua news agency.
Setien switched his system from 
his preferred 3-1-4-2 to a more 
conventional 4-3-3, which suited 
full backs Nelson Semedo and Jordi 
Alba far more than the previous 
system.Antoine Griezmann opened 
the scoring in the fourth minute 
after finishing a pass from Semedo, 
who had been put into space by Leo 
Messi. Although Leganes produced 
a timid reaction, Barca doubled 
their lead when Clement Lenglet 
flicked home a Messi corner midway 
through the first half.The second 
half saw Barca control the ball and 
although they were moving it slowly 
Messi assured the win in the 59th 
minute after taking a pass from 
Frenkie de Jong. Arthur Melo added 
a fourth, sliding the ball home after 
Leganes keeper Pichu Cuellar saved 
from Ansu Fati and Messi''s shot 
was then cleared off the line.Messi 
got his second goal off the night in 
the penultimate minute after being 
put through by Ivan Rakitic to seal 
a result that should calm some 
nerves at the club, at least until 
the weekend.Barca join Athletic 
Club, Real Sociedad, Real Madrid, 
Valencia, Villarreal and Granada in 
Friday''s tough looking quarter-final 
draw with the last place going to the 
winner of Thursday''s late kick off 
between Mirandes and Sevilla.
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Tokyo, Agencys.
Tokyo: The Tokyo 2020 organizing 
committee has unveiled a recreational 
complex for Olympic athletes that has 
been made mostly out of reusable wood 
with traditional Japanese construction 
techniques.Spanning an area of 5,300 
square meters (57,048 square feet) 
and built using 40,000 pieces of wood 
on one of the islands in Tokyo Bay, the 
Village Plaza will have cafes and shops 
as well as a media room and spaces 
for events related to the Tokyo 2020 
Olympics, reports Efe news agency.This 
temporary construction is inspired by 
traditional Japanese architecture based 
on the assembly of wood slats. Once 
the Games get over, the timber slats 
will be dismantled and reused in other 
structures for public parks or schools, 

the organization explained during 
a media tour.Tokyo 2020 venues 
sustainability manager Nariki Makihara 
said all the wood used in the plaza has 
been donated by 63 municipalities in 
Japan and would be returned to them 
for reuse after the Games.In addition 
to 1,300 cubic meters of cypress and 
cedar wood, steel has also been used 
in the roof of the facility, which will 
be covered with bamboo to improve 
thermal insulation, while uncovered 
pipes -- through which cold water will 
run -- have been installed to cool the 
interior.The plaza has been built at a 
cost of 2.4 billion yen ($22 million), a 
budget that has been adjusted as much 
as possible and with the idea that all 
the materials employed be reused, 
according to Makihara.The complex is 
located in front of the Olympic Village 
where the athletes taking part in the 
Olympic and Paralympic Games will 
stay, and will only be accessible to them 
as well as members of the national 
delegations and accredited media.The 
Olympic Village is currently in the final 
phase of construction and is scheduled 
to officially open on July 14, 10 days 
before the Games begin.

Preparations for Tokyo 2020 have only begun for Neeraj
"There was training and rehab after that and I was happy with that," he said.

New Delhi, Agencys.
Between July 2016 and 
November 2018, Neeraj 
Chopra sent javelins 
flying everywhere and 
in the process, won gold 
at the junior athletics 
World Championships, 
South Asian Games, 
Asian Championships, 
Commonwealth Games and 
Asian Games. He missed 
out on a bronze at the 2018 
IAAF Diamond League final 
by a matter of centimetres, 
finishing behind reigning 
Olympic champion Thomas 
Rohler of Germany. And 
then came the pain. It 
started in November 2018 
as a discomfort in his 
right elbow, a joint that is 
susceptible to damage for 
a javelin thrower, especially 
when they have an action 
in which the elbow is at 
a low position during the 
final stages of the athlete's 

run-up. This escalated to 
a painful inflammation 
of the joint and soon he 
wasn't able to pick up 
the instrument which he 
had hurled farther than 
any other Indian ever had 
in August 2018. "During 
rehab, there was a long 
time when I could not 
throw a javelin. This was 
the case for about four or 
five months. But still it was 
fine," he told. Neeraj went 
under the knife in May 
2019. "There was training 
and rehab after that and I 
was happy with that," he 
said. Once surgery was 
done, and the recovery was 
quick as the 22-year-old 
felt that he was fit enough 
to give a go at the World 
Championships and later at 
the the 59th National Open 
Athletics Championships 
in early October 2019. 
"Training was going well 

and I was able to throw well 
at the time. So I felt that I 
could compete, maybe even 
qualify for the Olympics," 
said Chopra. But he was 
dissuaded from doing so 
by his team, fearing that 
he was yet to adjust to his 
new action completely. In a 
competitive environment, 
he could go back to his 
older technique and thus 
jeopardise his elbow 
again. "I was thinking of 
participating in Ranchi 
(Nationals) but it had 
not been long since I had 

started throwing again 
properly. So everybody 
told me to let it be, it's 
only been so many days, 
so competing now could 
be risky," Chopra said. "He 
felt that he was fit and was 
requesting the federation 
to let him participate in the 
World Championships and 
later at the nationals. We 
declined both the requests 
because we wanted him 
to fully recover first. Now 
he has recovered fully and 
has managed to qualify 
for the Olympics," said 

Athletics Federation of 
India (AFI) deputy coach 
Radhakrishnan Nair. It is 
a testament to his ability 
that Neeraj needed only 
one chance to seal his 
berth for the 2020 Tokyo 
Olympics. It came on 
January 28, when he threw 
a whopping 87.86m at 
the ACNW League Meet 
in Potchefstroom, South 
Africa. At the 2019 World 
Championships, Grenada's 
Anderson Peters had 
thrown 86.89m and won 
the gold. But Chopra feels 
dwelling on that is pointless. 
"Yes, this throw would have 
earned me a gold at the 
World Championships. But 
it was a different situation 
back then. It all depends 
on the time. There were a 
few athletes there who had 
managed throws of more 
than 90m. Even they could 
not do that at the time. 

Madrid, Agencys.
FC Barcelona have confirmed they 
loaned striker Carles Perez to Italian 
side AS Roma. The 21-year-old joins 
Roma on loan until the end of the 
season, when the deal becomes 
permanent, with Roma paying Barca 
11 million euros (around 12 million US 
dollars) for the forward, with a possible 
further 4.5 million to be paid depending 
on a series of factors.Perez made his 
first team debut for Barcelona in May 
2019, making a further 10 appearances 
in the Liga Santander and one in the 
Champions League this season and 
scoring two goals.However, the return 
of Leo Messi and Luis Suarez to fitness 
and the form of 17-year-old Ansu Fati 
has persuaded Barcelona to cash in 
on the player as they look to sign a 
specialist center-forward.  Tuesday saw 

movement elsewhere in the transfer 
market with Sevilla signing Spain 
international Jesus Joaquin Fernandez 
'Suso' from AC Milan.Once again the 
initial deal is for an 18-month loan for 
the 26-year-old, but Sevilla would be 
obliged to make the deal permanent if 
they qualify for the Champions League 
in either this or next season.Suso 
will work at Sevilla with coach Julen 
Lopetegui, who gave the winger his 
debt for the Spain national team.

New Delhi, Agencys.
India will field a full-strength men’s team while 
the upcoming group of shuttlers have been 
given a chance to showcase their prowess in the 
women’s section of the Badminton Asia Team 
Championships to be played in Manila, Philippines 
from February 11-16.The Indian men’s team, 
which won the bronze medal in Hyderabad in 
2016, will be spearheaded by World Championship 
bronze medallist B Sai Praneeth with former World 
No.1 Kidambi Srikanth, HS Prannoy, Subhankar 
Dey and Lakshya Sen in the squad.With Olympic 
qualification being the top priority, the event will 
give India’s elite men’s players a chance to garner 
crucial points ahead of the mega quadrennial 
games.In the doubles events, the fast improving 
pair of Dhruv Kapila and MR Arjun would be 
looking to impress everyone in the tournament and 
also compliment the Thailand Open champions 
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty in 
the team championships.In the women’s team 
event, rising youngsters will be fielded as the 
senior players are concentrating on their Olympic 
preparations.South Asian Games gold medallist 
Ashmita Chaliha, the promising Malvika Bansod, 

Aakarshi Kashyap and Gayatri Gopichand will 
make the singles unit.Senior national champions 
Ashwini Bhat and Shikha Gautam along with the 
experienced K Maneesha and Rutaparna Panda 
make up the doubles combinations.Squad:Men: B 
Sai Praneeth, K Srikanth, HS Prannoy, Subhankar 
Dey, Lakshya Sen, Satwiksairaj Rankireddy, Chirag 
Shetty, Dhruv Kapila and MR ArjunWomen: 
Ashmita Chaliha, Aakarshi Kashyap, Malvika 
Bansod, Gayatri Gopichand, Ashwini Bhat, Shikha 
Gautam, Rutaparna Panda and K Maneesha.

Sai, Srikanth to lead Indian challenge for Asia Team meetBarcelona confirm Perez loan 
to AS Roma

New Delhi, Agencys.
The Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) on 
Friday announced that former Test 
spinner Iqbal Qasim will chair the 
PCB Cricket Committee, which will 
meet on a quarterly basis.In a press 
release the cricket board said, Iqbal 
will lead the panel which includes 
former cricketer Wasim Akram, 
chief selector and representative 
of women's cricket Urooj Mumtaz, 
former cricketer Umar Gul and former 
Test opener Ali Naqvi.Additionally, 
PCB Chief Executive Wasim Khan 
and Director International Cricket 
Zakir Khan will serve as "coopted 
members" of the committee.Qasim 
said he was pleased that the PCB had 
considered him for the position and 
added that he would try to utilise all 
his cricket and corporate experience 
as well as knowledge to complete his 
responsibilities.According to the press 
release, the committee will advise PCB 
Chairman Ehsan Mani on cricketing 
matters and will hold the power to 
invite the relevant individuals to 
quarterly meetings to "assist as part 
of its evaluation, assessment and 
recommendation process"."I welcome 

all the distinguished members in 
this PCB Cricket Committee and 
look forward to working with them. 
I am delighted we have been able 
to put together a wide-ranging, 
knowledgeable, experienced and 
respected group whose commitment 
and involvement in the game is second 
to none," Khan said, adding that all the 
members are representatives of all the 
key stakeholders in the sport."More 
importantly, and in line with our policy, 
they are completely independent, 
which, in turn, will assist the PCB 
management to further improve the 
health of the game in Pakistan," he 
added.

New Delhi, Agencys.
Despite the country’s chequered 
record in global cricket 
competitions, Pakistan women’s 
side skipper Bismah Maroof on 
Thursday expressed optimism 
for the upcoming T20 World 
Cup in Australia and expected an 
improved show from her charges.
Addressing the pre-departure 
media conference at the National 
Stadium on Thursday, Bismah 
sounded confident about the 
challenges her team will face at 
the Feb 21-March 8 showpiece 
Down Under.“The main difference 
that I can say here is that we 
had far more extensive practice 
sessions here as part of the 
preparations for the [T20] 
World Cup compared to the 
past occasions,” the 28-year-old 
opening batter from Lahore said. 
“Moreover, we are going early [to 
Australia] to get acclimatize to the 
conditions. We will be playing two 
practice games as well as against 
the West Indies in the build-up 
to the mega event.“So definitely 
there will be no shortage of 

effort from our team in terms of 
preparations this time because 
we put specific emphasis on each 
segment of T20 cricket.”Bismah 
observed the major difference is 
the composition of the squad. “I’m 
very excited at leading a bunch of 
experienced and young players. 
They have really worked very 
hard to get selected and definitely 
there is improvement in their 
overall game.Women’s squad off 
to Australia for global event“As 

a unit we have learnt to take 
responsibilities because there is 
clarity over the role defined for 
each player in the squad. This is 
the reason why Pakistan had a 
good run over the past year or so 
in this format.“Having said that 
I’ll not say we are as good as the 
top sides [Australia, West Indies, 
England, India and England] 
but in T20 cricket even a strong 
side can be defeated by a lower-
ranked team. 

Bismah upbeat about Pakistan’s 
show at T20 World Cup

Former cricketer Iqbal Qasim to 
chair PCB Cricket Committee

4th T20I: Samson fails to cash in as Kohli 
keeps promise to test bench

Wellington. Virat Kohli had promised to give his bench-warmers a run after India bagged 
the five-match T20I series with a thrilling Super Over win against New Zealand to take 
an unassailable 3-0 lead on Wednesday. And he did just that on Friday as Sanju Samson, 
Washington Sundar and Navdeep Saini were pencilled in for Rohit Sharma, Ravindra Jadeja 
and Mohammed Shami.Samson has been doing well for some time, especially in the shortest 
version of the game. The Kerala wicketkeeper batsman was sent to open the batting with K.L. 
Rahul to cash in at his usual batting position. But the 25-year old failed to seize the opportunity 
and got out after scoring just eight runs.Samson hit a six just like he had done against Sri 
Lanka in the third T20I in Pune batting at No.3 only to get out in the next ball. Here, the right-
hander lasted five balls before Mitchell Santner took a blinder at covers off Scott Kuggeleijn 
in the second over.It was a terrible stroke from Samson on a flat deck with pace and bounce.
It remains to be seen whether the fast-rising Saini makes the most of his chance and further 
embellishes his reputation as a gun-quick.For Sundar, he has been in and out of the T20 team 
and will also look to contribute with the bat which is important along with his spin, if he wants 
to fight with all-rounder Jadeja for a place in the XI.“We will try to win 5-0. There are a couple 
of guys who are sitting out like Sundar and Saini, they deserve to get a game. The idea is to win 
the remaining two games,” Kohli had said after the third match.Vice-captain Rohit and Shami 
starred for India in their Super Over win in the third T20I in Hamilton. While Rohit first hit a 
sublime 65 to help India post 179/5, he then smashed an unbeaten 15 (including two sixes) in 
the Super Over. Shami came up with a classic last over just when it looked like Kane Williamson 
(95) would take the Kiwis home with a batting master-class. Williamson waged a lone battle 
and almost took the game away from India with nine runs needed off six balls before Shami 
removed him and Ross Taylor to take the match to the Super Over.India were unchanged in the 
first three games, but after pocketing the series and with the T20 World Cup in sight.

 Lanky pacer & all-rounder, 2 changes likely in 4th T20I

Tokyo 2020 organizers unveil village 
plaza made of reusable timber
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New Delhi, Agencys.
Suggesting the government to do 
away with laws which interrupt 
market-driven operations, the 
Economic Survey 2019-20 on 
Friday said excessive government 
intervention in market stifles 
economic freedom.It also said 
that government interventions 
may be needed if the markets 
do not function properly.“The 
Economic Survey at the very 
onset says while there is a case for 
government intervention when 
markets do not function properly, 
excessive intervention especially 
when the market can do the job 
of enhancing citizens welfare 
perfectly well, stifles economic 
freedom”.This creates ‘deadweight 
loss’ — the loss created by the 
wasted chance of creating a 
consumer and producer surplus 
and reducing wealth creation by 
not allowing efficient allocation 
of entrepreneurial resources and 
energy to productive activities 
thereby promoting economic 
dynamism, said an official 
statement.The survey described 
the Essential Commodities Act 
(ECA) as irrelevant as the Act 
was passed in 1955 when India 
was concerned about famines 

and shortages.It observes that 
frequent and unpredictable 
imposition of blanket stock 
limits on commodities under the 
ECA distorts the incentives for 
creation of storage infrastructure 
by the private sector.
“The Survey further notes that 
imposition of stock limits on 
‘dal’ (pulses), sugar and onions 
had no effect on the volatility of 
retail and wholesale prices. The 
survey, providing clear evidence, 
suggests that the Act must be 
jettisoned in order to grant more 
economic freedom to the market 
and to facilitate the process of 

wealth creation in the economy.
The Survey further says that the 
ECA only seems to enable rent 
seeking and harassment, it said.
Further, the Survey also said 
that government policies in the 
foodgrain markets have led to 
the emergence of government as 
the largest procurer and hoarder 
of rice and wheat which has 
led to burgeoning food subsidy 
burden and inefficiencies in the 
markets affecting in the long run 
growth of agricultural sector and 
adversely affecting competition 
in these markets.As per the 
survey, this has led to overflowing 

of buffer stocks with the Food 
Corporation of India (FCI), 
burgeoning food subsidy burden 
and divergence between demand 
and supply of cereals. It also 
acted as a disincentive towards 
crop diversification.The survey 
also suggests that the foodgrains 
policy needs to be dynamic and 
allow switching from physical 
handling and distribution of 
foodgrains to cash transfers, food 
coupons and smart cards. The 
Indian Railways saw an increase 
in ferrying passengers by 1.85 
per cent and also registered 
a growth of 5.34 per cent in 
transporting freight in 2018-19, 
the Economic Survey 2019-20 
said on Friday.The survey was 

tabled in Parliament by Finance 
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman. As 
per the pre-Budget survey, during 
the year 2018-19, Indian Railways 
carried 120 crore tonnes of freight 
and 840 crore passengers making 
it the world''s largest passenger 
carrier and fourth largest freight 
carrier."Revenue earning freight 
loading by railways during 2018-
19 was 12,215 lakh tonnes as 
against 11,596 lakh tonnes during 
2017-18, registering an increase 
of 5.34 per cent," the survey 
said."Passengers originating 
was 84,390 lakh in 2018-19 as 
compared to 82,858 lakh in 2017-
18, registering an increase of 
1.85 per cent in 2018-19 over the 
previous year," it said.

Excessive govt intervention stifles economic freedom: Survey
The Survey further says that the ECA only seems to enable rent seeking and harassment, it said.

n  This creates ‘deadweight loss’ — the loss 
created by the wasted chance of creating 
a consumer and producer surplus and 
reducing wealth creation by not allowing 
efficient allocation of entrepreneurial 
resources and energy to productive activities 
thereby promoting economic dynamism

New Delhi, Jan 31 (SocialNews.XYZ) 
As BJP-led government prepares to 
present its first Budget in its second 
stint, job creation will be on top of its 
mind. According to the Economic Survey 
presented on Friday, the government 
dedicated an entire chapter on 'Creating 
Jobs and Growth by Specializing to 
Exports in Network Products.'India wants 
to project itself as the world's assembly 
hub to create jobs the easy way. Since it 
has China as its biggest competitor, India 
has to offer a better deal to companies. 
So what does the government propose to 
do? Integrate 'Assemble in India for the 
world' into 'Make in India'."By integrating 
'Assemble in India for the world' into 
Make in India, India can create 4 crore 
well-paid jobs by 2025 and 8 crore by 
2030. Exports of network products, which 
is expected to equal $7 trillion worldwide 
in 2025, can contribute a quarter of 
the increase in value-added for the $5 
trillion economy by 2025," reads the 
opening statement.Citing that between 
2001-2006, labour-intensive exports 
helped China to create 70 million jobs for 
workers with basic primary education, 
India hopes to emulate the same.  But 
why does India think corporations who 
have invested in China will choose India 
over it? The US-China trade war, the 
government believes, is causing major 
adjustments in global value chains. 
It suspects firms are now looking for 
alternative locations for their operations. 
India hopes to be that destination with 
large workforce.Citing Apple as an 
example, the Economic Survey read, 
"China assembled almost all of the 54.83 
million iPods that Apple sold, which led to 
aggregate domestic value added of $219 
million... iPod and iPhone are just two 
examples. There are thousands of such 
products, where China has emerged as an 
assembly centre."Talking about the way 
forward, the survey says, "The experience 
of countries that have achieved rapid 
and sustained export growth suggests 
that India can reap rich dividends by 
adopting policies aimed at strengthening 
its involvement in the export market 
for network products (NP). Given our 
vast manpower with relatively low skill, 
India's current strength lies primarily in 
assembly of NP."when Apple employed 
7,00,000 factory workers in China, it 
also employed 30,000 engineers on-site 
to supervise those workers. India hopes 
to create an eco system of jobs with its 
"Assemble in India".How vigorously the 
government will move on it and how 
conducive Indian job market is, given the 
history of trade unions, is something the 
government will have to factor in. But for 
now, job creation is not just an economic 
necessity for the government, but it is 
also a political compulsion.

Plastic fantastic: 
Visa, Mastercard 
could be the next $1 
trillion companies

Tech and internet titans were the first 
to reach $1 trillion in stock market value, 
but the next U.S. companies that could do 
so are better known for their plastic.Soar-
ing stock prices are propelling credit and 
debit card companies Visa Inc and Mas-
tercard Inc up the market value charts, 
where they currently rank 7th and 11th 
among companies in the benchmark S&P 
500 index. The stock prices of both Visa 
and Mastercard have gained roughly 50% 
in the past year.While the stocks may not 
keep up that torrid pace, Visa and Master-
card would each be worth over $1 trillion 
by 2023 if their average annual gains of 
the past three years were to continue, 
surging past the likes of Facebook Inc 
and Berkshire Hathaway Inc, if they also 
maintain their recent pace.Fueling their 
rise is a shift toward cashless financial 
transactions spurred by a rise in online 
shopping.  Google-parent Alphabet joins 
$1 trillion valuation club"Everything 
travels on their rails," said Sandy Villere, 
portfolio manager of the Villere Balanced 
Fund, which holds Visa shares. 

iPods and jobs: Survey pro-
poses ‘Assemble in India’

SBI Q3 result: Lender logs 41% YoY rise in profit at Rs 5,583 cr; NPAs dip
During the quarter under review, the bank's credit book grew 6.79% YoY to Rs 23.01 trillion

New Delhi, Agencys.
State Bank of India (SBI) Friday 
posted a 41.17 per cent year-on-
year growth in the standalone 
net profit at Rs 5,583.36 crore 
– its highest ever quarterly 
net profit-- for the December 
quarter of FY20 (Q3FY20). 
During the December quarter 
of FY19, the bank had posted 
a net profit of Rs 3,955 crore.
Sequentially, the net profit grew 
85.38 per cent, from a profit 
of Rs 3,012 crore reported in 
the September quarter of the 
current fiscal (Q2FY20).
On a consolidated basis, the 
bank reported a net profit of 
Rs 6,531.95 crore.“During the 
quarter, the bank exercised the 
option of lower tax rate taking 
a one-time hit of Rs 1,333 crore. 
Excluding the impact of this 
one-time additional hit, net 
profit in Q3FY20 would have 
been Rs 6,916 crore, as against 
Rs 3,955 crore in Q3FY19,” 
the bank said in a statement.

That apart, the operating profit 
increased by 44.34 per cent to 
Rs 18,223 crore in Q3FY20, 
as against Rs 12,625 crores in 
Q3FY19.At 1:47 pm, the stock 
was trading 1.32 per cent 
higher at Rs 314.8 apiece. In 
comparison, the benchmark 
S&P BSE Sensex was 0.04 per 
cent lower at 40,898.37 level. 
In the intra-day trade, the 
stock hit a high of Rs 321.6 (up 
3.5 per cent).During Q3FY20, 
the lender’s profit before tax 
(PBT) stood at Rs 10,969.66 
crore, registering a jump of 
65.74 per cent YoY compared 
to Rs 6,618.73 crore reported 
in Q3FY19, and a whopping 
116.80 per cent rise from 
Rs 5,059.83 crore logged in 
Q2FY20.For the quarter under 
review, the country’s largest 
public lender’s net interest 
income (NII) jumped 22.42 
per cent YoY to Rs 27,778.79 
crore, compared to Rs 22,691 
crore reported in the same 

quarter last year. On a quarterly 
basis, the income – which is 
the difference between the 
interest earned and expended 
– rose 12.92 per cent from Rs 
24,600 crore logged in Q2FY20.
Domestic Net Interest Margin 
(NIM) improved to 3.59 per 

cent in Q3FY20, registering 
an increase of 62 bps YoY 
and 37 bps sequentially, the 
bank’s financial statements 
showed.ASSET QUALITYThe 
Mumbai-headquartered bank’s 
slippages rose a staggering 
265.3 per cent YoY to Rs 16,525 

crore in the recently concluded 
quarter, as against Rs 4,523 
crore in the December quarter 
of FY19. The slippages included 
exposure worth Rs 7,000 crore, 
to a large Housing Finance, the 
bank said.Corporate slippages 
came in at Rs 9,467 crore, while 
Agricultural slippages were Rs 
2,965 crore.On the other hand, 
the state-owned bank’s gross 
non-performing assets (GNPA) 
came in at Rs 1.59 lakh crore, 
down nearly 15 per cent YoY, as 
compared to Rs 1.87 lakh crore 
logged in Q3FY19. Further, it’s 
asset quality improved on a 
quarterly basis, as the GNPAs 
decreased from Rs 1.61 lakh 
reported in Q2FY20. As for 
net NPA (NNPA), the number 
came in at Rs 58,248.61 crore, 
down from Rs 80,943.51 crore 
reported in the same quarter 
last year, a drop of 28 per cent 
QoQ.In terms of ratio, the GNPA 
ratio came in at 6.94 per cent, 
while NNPA ratio stood at 

2.65 per cent.As on December 
31, 2019, the bank has about 
617 cases admitted to the 
National Company Law tribunal 
(NCLT). Of these cases, NPAs 
make up for accounts worth 
Rs 53,490 crore.The bank, 
further, reported provisions 
at Rs 7,252.90 crore, up from 
Rs 6,006.2 crore set aside in 
Q3FY19, and Rs 13,138.9 crore 
in Q2FY20. The bank, during 
Q3FY20,  provisions for non-
performing assets (NPAs) at Rs 
8,193.06Analysts at Prabhudas 
Lilladher had pegged the 
provisions at Rs 8,124.5 crore 
for the December quarter. “We 
expect strong provision release 
from Essar Steel recovery 
benefitting massively earnings,” 
they had written in an earnings 
preview note.Meanwhile, 
analysts at Emkay Global had 
expected the provisions to rise 
in Q3FY20 due to pending NPA 
provisions of Rs 4,650 crore for 
FY19, along with accelerated 

provisions on DHFL, along with 
slip in other large accounts 
including Suzlon (NFB), CG 
Power, and ADAG NBFC group.
LOANSDuring the quarter 
under review, the bank’s credit 
book grew 6.79 per cent YoY to 
Rs 23.01 lakh crore, up from 
Rs 21.55 lakh crore.Of this, 
corporate loans came in at Rs 
7.71 lakh crore, retail came in at 
Rs 7.19 lakh crore, agricultural 
loans were at Rs 2.10 lakh 
crore, and SME were Rs 2.78 
lakh crore.Notably, the retail 
loans have jumped 17.49 per 
cent YoY, while corporate loans 
have contracted by 0.48 per 
cent YoY. Credit Cost at the end 
of Q3FY20 has declined 62 bps 
YoY to 1.80 per cent, the bank 
said.For Q3FY20, Prabhudas 
Lilladher had expected the bank 
to report a loan growth of 9 per 
cent YoY and 4 per cent QoQ at 
Rs 22.32 lakh crore. Credit cost, 
meanwhile, was seen at 1.46 
per cent.

New Delhi, Agencys.
The government should focus on 
alternate measures to stimulate 
economy as it is not possible to give 
fiscal stimulus, NITI Aayog Vice-
Chairman Rajiv Kumar said ahead of 
the Budget.Kumar also said growth-
enhancing measures are the need of 
the hour to achieve India's potential 
growth rate of 7-8 per cent per annum.
He attributed the current slowdown to 
low investment, muted consumption 
expenditure and lagging exports.
Experts are divided over whether the 
government should provide stimulus 
to boost slowing economy without 
bothering too much about fiscal 
deficit."Growth-enhancing measures 
are the need of the hour to achieve 
India's potential growth rate of 7-8 
per cent per annum."However, the 
government's ability to finance a large 

stimulus is admittedly constrained. 
Therefore, attention will have to be 
on alternate measures to stimulate a 
recovery," Kumar said in a newsletter 
'arthNITI'.The NITI Aayog's vice-
chairman noted that some green 
shoots of recovery are now visible 
with the Purchasing Managers' Index 
(PMI) for both manufacturing and 
services showing a smart rise to above 
52, which signifies expansion.He also 
said there have already been plenty 
of measures taken by the government 
in the recent past, including the 
decision to lower corporate tax 
rates in September 2019."The equity 
markets have responded positively 
and strongly to these measures and 
recorded all-time highs. Still, all eyes 
are now on Budget 2020 for further 
growth-enhancing measures," Kumar 
said.

New Delhi, Agencys.
Oil prices rose on Friday following 
sharp losses this week, as the 
World Health Organisation (WHO) 
came out against travel and trade 
restrictions in declaring a global 
emergency over the spread of a 
coronavirus that originated in 
China last year.Oil prices fell nearly 
four per cent through Thursday 
this week — hitting three-months 
lows — before rebounding on 
Friday, with investors and traders 
worried over how the spread of 
the virus would impact demand 
for oil and its products."WHO's 
decision [...] to oppose restricting 
travel and trades against China 
boosted market confidence, even 
though the organisation declared 
a global health emergency," said 

Margaret Yang, market analyst at 
CMC Markets.Brent crude futures 
were 68 cents higher at $58.97 
a barrel by 7:38am (GMT), after 
falling 2.5pc in the previous session. 
Brent is still down 2.8pc for the 
week.United States West Texas 
Intermediate (WTI) futures were up 
by 70 cents to $52.84 a barrel. The 
contract fell 2.2pc on Thursday and 
is now 2.5pc lower for the week.
Both benchmarks rose by more 

than $1 earlier in the session.The 
WHO on Thursday declared that 
the coronavirus outbreak in China 
— which has killed more than 200 
people there and has spread to some 
18 countries — now constitutes 
a public health emergency of 
international concern.WHO 
Director General Tedros Adhanom 
Ghebreyesus said the organisation 
"doesn't recommend — and 
actually opposes" restrictions on 
travel or trade with China.Despite 
the rebound in prices on Friday, 
analysts remained cautious and 
warned of further downside risks if 
the virus continues to spread."Oil's 
January correction, a 13pc drop to 
be exact, was ripe for a bounce," 
said Edward Moya, senior market 
analyst at OANDA in New York.

Oil climbs as WHO declares global health 
emergency after coronavirus death toll rises

Not fiscal stimulus, other measures needed 
to boost economy: NITI Aayog VC

‘Veg ‘thali’ 
affordability 

improved more 
than non-veg’

New Delhi, Agencys.
In India, affordabil-

ity of vegetarian ‘thalis’ 
improved more compared 
to non-vegetarian ‘thalis’ 
in last 13 years, stated the 
Economic Survey 2019-
20, which was presented 
in Parliament on Friday.
Affordability of vegetar-
ian ‘thalis’ improved by 
29 per cent while that for 
non-vegetarian ‘thalis’ by 
18 per cent from 2006-07 
to 2019-20, said the survey.
Affordability of ‘thalis’ is 
calculated with regard to a 
day’s pay of a worker. Af-
fordability of ‘thalis’ vis-A-
vis a day’s pay of a worker 
has improved over time, in-
dicating improved welfare 
of the common person, said 
Union Finance Minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman.The 
analysis has been drawn on 
the basis of ‘Thalinomics: 
The Economics of a Plate of 
Food in India.

New Delhi, Agencys.
Indian-origin technology executive 
Arvind Krishna has been elected 
Chief Executive Officer of American 
IT giant IBM after a "world-class 
succession process", succeeding 
Virginia Rometty, who described him 
as the right CEO for the next era at 
IBM and well-positioned" to lead the 
company into the cloud and cognitive 
era.The IBM Board of Directors 
elected Krishna as company CEO and 
member of the Board of Directors 
effective April 6. Krishna is currently 
IBM Senior Vice President for 
Cloud and Cognitive Software and 
will succeed Rometty, 62 who will 
retire after almost 40 years with the 
company at the end of the year.
Krishna, 57, had joined IBM in 
1990 and has an undergraduate 
degree from the Indian Institute 
of Technology, Kanpur, and a PhD 
in electrical engineering from the 
University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign.I am thrilled and 
humbled to be elected as the next 
Chief Executive Officer of IBM, and 
appreciate the confidence that 
Ginni and the Board have placed 
in me," Krishna said in a press 
statement released by IBM.Krishna 

said IBM has such talented people 
and technology that we can bring 
together to help our clients solve 
their toughest problems.I am looking 
forward to working with IBMers, 
Red Hatters and clients around the 
world at this unique time of fast-
paced change in the IT industry. 
We have great opportunities ahead 
to help our clients advance the 
transformation of their business 
while also remaining the global 
leader in the trusted stewardship of 
technology," Krishna said.Krishna's 
appointment as head of the global 
IT giant adds to the growing list of 

Indian-origin executives at the helm 
of some of the biggest multinational 
companies. Krishna joins the club 
that includes Microsoft CEO Satya 
Nadella, Google and Alphabet CEO 
Sundar Pichai, MasterCard CEO Ajay 
Banga, PepsiCo's former CEO Indra 
Nooyi and Adobe CEO Shantanu 
Narayen.Rometty, who had been 
IBM's Chairman, President and CEO, 
will continue as Executive Chairman 
of the Board and serve through the 
end of the year, when she will retire. 
She described Krishna as the right 
CEO for the next era at IBM who is 
well-positioned to lead IBM and its 

clients into the cloud and cognitive 
era."Rometty said Krishna is a 
brilliant technologist who has played 
a significant role in developing our 
key technologies such as artificial 
intelligence, cloud, quantum 
computing and blockchain. He is also 
a superb operational leader, able to 
win today while building the business 
of tomorrow.She said Krishna has 
grown IBM's Cloud and Cognitive 
Software business and led the largest 
acquisition in the company's history. 
Krishna was a principal architect" of 
the company's acquisition of Red Hat.
Through his multiple experiences 
running businesses in IBM, Arvind 
has built an outstanding track record 
of bold transformations and proven 
business results, and is an authentic, 
values-driven leader.The IBM Board 
also elected James Whitehurst, IBM 
Senior Vice President and CEO of 
Red Hat, as IBM President.Rometty 
added that in both Krishna and 
Whitehurst, the Board has elected 
a proven technical and business-
savvy leadership team.Lead Director 
of the IBM Board of Directors 
Michael Eskew said with the strong 
foundation now established by 
Rometty for IBM's future.

New IBM CEO Arvind Krishna described as 'brilliant, right person to lead'
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The year 2020, is raining 
happy days for the Panga 
director Ashwini Iyer Tiwari. 
At present, she enjoys the 
immense acceptance, that the 
film had received since its 
release over the past few days. 
She had shared a few thoughts 
about the film and about her 
lead star Kangana Ranaut 
during a short interview.
Ashwini stated that ‘Kangana 
was the mouthpiece of the 
character Jaya. She portrayed 
a loving mother very well. She 
had brought out the soft side 
in her character beautifully 
and that is what made this film 
so special.’
‘She went on to say that she 
and Kangana are individuals 
with the same thinking 
but people with different 
personalities. They both think 
about life on the same lines, 
but often present the matter 
through different angles.’ 
Ashwini chuckles off after 
saying this.Director Ashwiny 
Iyer Tiwari and actors 
Kangana Ranaut and Jassie Gill 
at the trailer launch of their 
upcoming film 
Image Source: IANS

Director Ashwiny Iyer Tiwari 
and actors Kangana Ranaut 
and Jassie GillAshwini felt 
that Kangana had even 
surpassed her expectations 
and expressed admiration 
for her actor. She said, ‘She is 
the perfect actor who fits in 
well for the role. She had been 
dwelling on these thoughts for 
the past two years even before 
the film had taken shape. And, 
nobody could play the role of 
Jaya better than her.’
She affirmed that ‘An actor is 
the mouthpiece of the director. 
Only if the actor brings in a 
connection with the character 
they are playing, then that 
would add meaning to what 
the director envisioned or 
dreamt about.’Panga is the 
story of a common middle 
class woman Jaya, which 
has been played by Kangana 
Ranaut. The story shows how 
she works hard to achieve 
her long lost dream of being 
a Kabbadi player at an age of 
32 years. The film focusses 
on women's life, their dreams 
and how their life partners 
support them at every phase of 
pressure.

Panga director Ashwini Iyer: Kangana’s soft 
side has come out perfectly in the film

FIRST COLUMN

 Actor Vijay Varma has thanked stand-up 
comedian Kunal Kamra for his by-now viral in-
flight verbal attack on journalist Arnab Goswami. 
The actor says that even though he does not 
subscribe to what Kamra did, he is happy because 
the "tormentor" has been "shut up for once".The 
"Gully Boy" actor posted on Instagram: "Thank 
you Kunal Kamra for treating us with a rare sight 
of Arnab. A pleasant change from his tatti-ulti-
acid spewing self." He added: "P.S. I don't think I 
subscribe to what Kamra did. But by God it felt 
good to shut that tormentor up for once".
Not just Vijay Varma, it seems several other 
B-Towners also feel the same way, which is 
evident from their gestures. Verma's post has 
been liked by Tiger Shroff, Richa Chadha and Ali 
Fazal.Meanwhile, Alia Bhatt's mother, veteran 
actress Soni Razdan, has bashed the four airlines 
that have banned Kunal Kamra.She tweeted: 
"Airlines seem to have suddenly turned into 
headmasters. Dear God whatever next ..." Reacting 
to a tweet by Spice Jet that reads the airline has 
decided to suspend Kunal Kamra till further 
notice, Soni Razdan tweeted: "And you have all 
become absolutely and utterly ridiculous".

Vijay Varma thanks 
Kunal Kamra for 
shutting up 'tormentor' 
Arnab Goswami

Singer Louis Tomlinson has returned with a new 
song, "Walls", which reflects on parting ways with 
a lover. He says he pretends not to be romantic, 
but he is."It's about coming home having been 
on tour, soon after the band (One Direction) had 
split. I found some of my girlfriend's clothes in the 
cupboard and it hit me what I'd done. I love the 
indie sound of the song and its circular nature - it 
opens and closes with the same lyric," Tomlinson 
said.
The song's lyric - "Nothing wakes you up like 
waking up alone" shows his progression as a 
songwriter ready to reveal his vulnerable side."I 
pretend not to be romantic, but I am. It really 
hit home when I was in the studio to hear the 
strings being recorded. There must have been 
25 musicians in there, all for my song. It was a 
proper tearjerking moment already and I've never 
felt a shiver like it," said the young singer."Walls" 
is from Tomlinson's highly anticipated debut 
solo album also titled "Walls", which released 
on January 31.Lyrically, he is proud of all the 12 
tracks on the album."I feel like this is the start of 
my career, with so much to look forward to and 
all the plans in place," he said."Honestly, I've been 
through every emotion possible in the past few 
years and come out the other side stronger and 
more confident than I've ever been. I know I've 
made an album that my fans will like, one that 
sounds like me and has its own identity. There 
were times I wasn't sure if this was what I should 
be doing. Now I can't imagine doing anything 
else," he added.The year 2019 was when he 
released songs such as "Two of us" and "Kill my 
mind" as a solo artiste.This year he goes live with 
a 50-date World Tour, his first as a solo artiste. 
From early March until late July, he will be on tour 
crossing countries and continents.

Louis Tomlinson: I  
pretend not to be  
romantic, but I am
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The finale fight between the 
good and the evil begins. Sony 
SAB’s superheroes Aladdin 
(Siddharth Nigam) and 
Baalveer(Dev Joshi) are set 
to face their biggest and the 
most vicious enemies on Sony 
SAB’s mega-crossover between 
Aladdin: NaamTohSunaHoga 
and Baalveer Returns. With 
Ginoo’s(RaashulTandon) help 
Timnasa(PavitraPunia) has 
fulfilled her mission to find all 
the three manis, which will make 
her the queen of the past, the 
present and the future. Bhayrani 
Timnasa is only a step away from 
becoming the most powerful 
queen of destruction. On the 
other hand, Zafar’s (Aamir Dalvi) 
master-plan to kill and destroy 
entire Baghdad has begun as 
he unleashed the queen of 
snakes and venom, Nagini(Priya 
Sharma). Naginistarts turning 
the people of Baghdad into 
stone statues with just her look. 
Meanwhile, Vivaan(VanshSayani) 
reaches Baghdad to inform 
Aladdin about the mayhem 
created by Ginoo and Timnasa in 
his world but Vivaan is shocked 
to witness the destruction 
in Baghdad. Witnessing the 
destruction of both the worlds, 
Baalveer reaches Baghdad and 
Aladdin and Baalveer join hands 
to fight Nagini and destroy the 3 
manis. Will Baalveer and Aladdin 
save Baghdad on time? Will 
Timnasa and Zafar fulfill their 
desire to be the most powerful in 
their worlds? Siddharth Nigam, 
essaying the role of Aladdin said, 
“This final fight of the cross-over 
is intense and it will decide the 
fate of Baghdad. It was one of the 

most intense shoots so far but 
I really enjoyed performing the 
stunts and fight sequences with 
Dev and Vansh. This crossover 
brought an exciting change as I 
shot for the upcoming episodes 
on Baalveer Returns set as 
well. Evil has grown three folds 
with Zafar, Timnasa and Nagini 
spreading destruction and the 
viewer’s will witness Aladdin 
and Baalveer join their forces to 
defeat their enemies and save 

their worlds. So keep watching.” 
Dev Joshi, essaying the role of 
Baalveer said, “Timnasa is trying 
to create three mani’s which 
controls the past, present and 
future. She has struck a bargain 
with Zafar where they help each 
other to destroy their worlds. 
It is now the responsibility of 
Baalveer and Aladdin to fight 
their biggest fights. Baalveer 
will soon be in Baghdad to help 
Aladdin defeat Nagini.”

Kriti Sanon is uber-chic in a lace 
sleeved top and cargo pants for an 

off- duty outing in SantaCruz

Bollywood celebrity Kriti Sanon was a vision of summer 
freshness as she was clicked by the media recently. The diva 
was a casual off duty outing and sported a casual attire that 
was cool, breezy and so very stylish. She set off impressive style 
goals for the girls who are to the leaner side of life.With the 
sun hitting all around, she turned into an ultra laid back look 
in a lovely white sweatshirt along with flared cargo pants and 
a stunning waistband. Going in for the finer details, the actress 
pick was a fine marriage of winter and summer wear. She 
combined the conventional dainty lacework on her sleeves and 
wore a sweatshirt of cotton material. The balloon sleeves gave 
her a breezy look. The Diwali actress paired the look with beige 
colored cargo pants and wore a rugged wide waist belt that 
looked perfect on her size zero frame. With the scorching heat, 
she wore the perfect attire to beat the heat in a stylish, fuss-
free manner.Well, the glam show went on as we loved cat eye 
sunshades and in fact, that completed her look. She posed for 
the cameras in sunnies, spotlessly clean sneakers, beige cargos, 
and a Zara lacy top. The Luka Chuppis actress wore light pink 
lipstick and went for a nude makeup look.The actress will soon 
be seen in Bachchan Pandey which has been slated to release on 
Jan 22, 2021.

Baalveer and Aladdin get ready for 
a final showdown with Timnasa

Actress and activist 
Jameela Jamil turned 
down an invitation to 
party with Hollywood star 
Leonardo DiCaprio, so she 
could smuggle steaks out 
of an A-list bash.She said 
the drama happened at 
her "first big Hollywood 
party" three years ago, 
when she found herself 
rubbing shoulders with 
"absolute A-list stars" 
like Charlize Theron and 
Gwyneth Paltrow reports 
aceshowbiz.com.Jamil 
quickly felt way out of her 
depth and she hit the buffet 
area in an effort to avoid 
the heavyweights.
"I'm walking around on 

my own trying to find 
people to talk to, starting 
conversations with these 
A-listers who are looking 
at me like I'm just a very 
over-confident cleaner. 
And no one wants to talk 
to me, so after a while, I 
find myself lurking around 
the buffet area," Jamil said 
during an appearance on 
"The Tonight Show Starring 
Jimmy Fallon"."The food is 
incredible at these things, 
and no one eats the food... 
So I had a bite of steak, it 
was incredible and I was 
like, 'No one else is eating 
this, I should take some of 
this home with me,' and 
so I take a plate and I pile 

a steak on, and I'm like, 'I 
could take, like, 10 more 
of these,' so I pile 10 giant 
steaks onto a plate. I have 
Gwyneth Paltrow in front 
of me. She turns around 
and looks at me, and I was 

like, 'Atkins (diet).' And 
she was like, 'Cool.' And 
I grabbed a cloth napkin, 
I put it over the plate, 
flipped it, bundled all 
the steaks up, they start 
bleeding."

Sony SAB’s show Tera Kya Hoga Alia 
has successfully kept the viewers 
hooked with its gripping storyline. 
With the ongoing war of love 
between Tara (Priyanka Purohit) 
and Alia (Anusha Mishra), the show 
is now coming to an interesting turn 
as Alia announces her pregnancy.
 While everyone is worried about 
the KaalaChor in the society, Alia 
struggles to meet Alok because of 
Tara’s constant efforts of keeping 
the two away. To overcome this 
situation and get more attention 
from Alok, Alia decides to fake her 
pregnancy. Excited on hearing the 
news, Alok makes it a point to meet 
Alia regularly and also opens up 
about his wish of having a baby girl. 
Although Alia is loving this attention 
from Alok, she is also feeling guilty 
on keeping Alok in the dark and 

playing with his emotions. On the 
other hand, Tara gets suspicious 
about Alok’s frequent visits to Alia 
and plans to find the truth.
 What will happen when Tara comes 
to know the truth about Alia’s 

fake pregnancy? Anusha Mishra, 
essaying the role of Alia said,“While 
Tara is trying everything she can 
to keep Alok and Alia away, Alia 
has come up with an idea to get 
Alok’s attention. She poses a fake 
pregnancy but eventually has 
started feeling guilty to be playing 
with Alok’s emotions like that. It 
will be interesting for the viewers 
to see whether she decides to tell 
Alok or not and what will Tara do 
once she comes to know the truth.”   
Harshad Arora, essaying the role 
of Alok said,“Alok is very excited on 
knowing about Alia’s pregnancy as 
he will be a father again. However, 
he is unaware of the reality and it 
is going to be really intriguing for 
the viewers to see tension develop 
between the trio, due to Alia’s fake 
pregnancy.”

Here's why Jameela Jamil turned down partying with DiCaprio Is Alia really pregnant on Sony 
SAB’s Tera Kya HogaAlia

Aparshakti Khura-
na: Happy with 
the response for 
my role in 'Street 

Dancer 3D'
 Actor, Radio Jockey and 
Television host Aparshakti 
Khurrana has won the hearts of 
many with his quirky comedy 
timing and acting skills. In 
his recently release movie, 
‘Street Dancer 3D’ he is seen 
portraying the role of Aminder 
Singh and has again succeeded 
in catching the eyeballs of the 
audience.Feeling overwhelmed 
with response, Aparshakti 
said, “I'm very happy with the 
response I have received for 
my role in ‘Street Dancer 3D’. 
For me this role was out of the 
ordinary as compared to my 
previous roles. I have usually 
played dark roles in theatres 
and comedy ones in films. But 
this time, my role was very 
soft hearted and prickly one in 
‘Street Dancer 3D.”
Talking about his upcoming 
project, Aparshakti said, “I'm 
glad that finally I got a chance 
to play as a lead in the movie 
‘Helmet’. It’s all because of the 
love and wishes my family 
and fans have showered on 
me. I hope that I succeed in 
connecting with the audience, 
as a lead. Otherwise people will 
say that I am good in portraying 
supporting roles only. Let’s 
see, it all depends upon the 
situation. But I must say I had 
a great time in shooting for 
the movie ‘Helmet’.Till now 
I am getting to hear positive 
about the promo of the movie, 
‘Helmet.”‘Helmet’ is a comedy 
drama film, directed by Satram 
Ramani, produced by Dino 
Morea. It features Aparshakti 
Khurrana and Pranutan behl in 
the leads. The dates are still not 
finalized, but is slated to release 
in 2020.
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